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Aminta H. Breaux, Ph.D.

President

Greetings!

As chair of the Central Intercollegiate Athletic Association Board of Directors and president of Bowie State
University, the host institution for the 2022 CIAA Tournament, I welcome basketball fans from across the
country to Charm City to celebrate our student athletes and the 12 institutions preparing them for
productive futures.

The tournament’s return to Baltimore for the first time since 1952 is result of a collective effort by city,
state and local business leaders with a vision for a vibrant event that would engage every corner of the city
and support the development of our youth.

For Bowie State, this return to Baltimore has special meaning because our roots as an institution were
first planted here at the corner of Calvert and Saratoga Streets in 1865. We are proud that our legacy
as the oldest Historically Black Institution in Maryland developing bold leaders and putting them on a
path to success began in this great city. Today Bowie State is leading the way in preparing graduates to
meet the evolving workplace in STEM and behavioral science careers and teachers equipped with
culturally responsive skills for diverse classrooms. Our programs in digital media arts are also gaining
wide recognition.

During the five-day tournament, Feb. 22 — 26, CIAA student athletes will display the highest levels of
Division II athleticism on the court of Royal Farms Arena, but this tournament is about more than
basketball. Over the course of its 75-year history, the CIAA Tournament has become a time for family
reunions, alumni gatherings and social events like none other. Fans will find a wide variety of
entertainment activities, as well as personal and professional development opportunities advancing the
CIAA’s commitment to celebrate athletics and education.

T invite you to explore all that the 2022 CIAA Tournament has to offer. Your participation in official CTAA
activities will have the added benefit of supporting scholarships for students at each of the conference
institutions. I thank you in advance for your support of our students. Enjoy the tournament!

Sincerely,

Aminta H. Breaux

BRANDON M. SCOTT
MAYOR
100 Holliday Street, Room 250
Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Greetings,

On behalf of the City of Baltimore, it is my pleasure to welcome you to the 2022 CIAA
Tournament. It is an honor to host each and every one of you.

The CIAA and Visit Baltimore have worked together to provide you with a one-of-a-kind
experience for this momentous occasion.

This is one of the most popular college basketball tournaments and one of the nation’s top-
ranking sporting events.

We are incredibly excited to be able to welcome you to Baltimore. We know this tournament
will bring amazing HBCU sports, meaningful off-the-court educational programming, and
scholarships for the benefit of the community and student-athletes.

As you may know, we are a city of rich culture, amazing cuisine, and warm residents who
welcome you with open arms. From historic streets, to our art museums and sports stadiums,
we are a city of neighborhoods and attractions and I am excited for you all to learn more about
what we have to offer.

I am confident that you will leave this experience eager for next
year's tournament, and I look forward to building a new legacy for the CIAA right here in

Baltimore.

Thank you again for joining us.

In Service,

Brandon M. Scott
Mayor
City of Baltimore

WESLEY

FINANCIAL GROUP, LLC
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Every year 150,000 people reach out to us for help getting rid of their timeshare. In 2019,
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Guest Editorials/Commentary

New healthcare subsidies make it affordable to get covered
By Calvin Ball

Throughout these past two years, it’s become even more, clear how vital healthcare
is to our residents. Amid the pandemic, many people knew that if they got sick or
injured, they might not be able to afford the care they need.

Healthcare and being healthy extend beyond the threat of COVID-19. I want
everybody in Howard County and across Maryland to have access to affordable and
quality healthcare. That’s why I was pleased that the state recently extended the
deadline to sign up for health insurance on the state’s online exchange until
February 28, 2022.

Anyone who needs insurance should go to marylandhealthconnection.gov and
explore multiple options for coverage. Trained counselors are available to walk you
through the process, answer questions and help you decide on a plan that fits your
needs and budget.

Last fall, I hosted an event attended by several of my fellow County Executives, as
well as representatives from the Maryland Health Benefit Exchange, which oversees
our online insurance marketplace and leaders of the statewide advocacy group, the
HealthCare for All! Coalition. Each of us made it a priority to promote Open
Enrollment to our constituents.

The results have been phenomenal. As of January 15, 2022, the state saw a 9.4
percent increase in the number of people who signed up for insurance, compared to
last year.

Here in Howard County, we had a 9.6 percent increase in enrollment over the
previous year.

I am proud that our county has one of the lowest rates of people who are
uninsured. However, too many in our community and across Maryland remain
uninsured, and we still have work to do. I am urging everyone who doesn’t have
insurance to go online and do your research and get insured before the February 28
deadline.

As you look for coverage you may be surprised at the cost of premiums. In some
cases, coverage is free; for many others, public subsidies make the cost of health
insurance affordable. Nine out of 10 people who sign up for insurance on the state
exchange get some subsidies.

This year, we have been focused on young adults, the age group most likely to not
have health coverage. In response the state created new subsidies this year to bring
down the cost of health insurance for young adults. Now, more people ages 18-34
are able to get a plan for as little as $1 per month based on factors like income and
household size.

Helping neighbors, friends, and family to sign up is good for all of us. The more
people who get insured, the better off we all are. As more people are insured, our
health system doesn’t have to provide as much uncompensated care and costs can
come down for everyone.

We have made great progress in Maryland the past several years at getting people
insured and guaranteeing they have access to good care. Let’s use this extended
open enrollment period to keep up the momentum and make our county and state
healthier.

Calvin Ball is the Howard County Executive.

We love to hear from our readers!
Connect with us:
Facebook.com/TheBaltimoreTimes

Twitter: @Baltimore _Times
Instagram: @thebaltimoretimes

Community Affairs

Black unemployment
rate improves amid

historic jobs report

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior National
Correspondent @StacyBrownMedia

America— and most notably Black
America— is back to work, declared
President Joe Biden as he announced
one of the most robust job reports in
modern times.

“History has been made here,” the
president declared.

The economy created 467,000 jobs in
January, and the unemployment rate for
Black workers fell to 6.9 percent and
dropped to 5.8 percent for African
American women.

The president highlighted the 6.6
million jobs added to the U.S. economy
in the year since he took office.

“It comes alongside the largest drop in
the unemployment rate in a single year
on record, the largest reduction in
childhood poverty ever recorded in a
single year, and the strongest economic
growth this country has seen in nearly
40 years,” President Biden asserted.

He also acknowledged the struggles
that many American families still face,
noting that prices have increased sharply
during the pandemic.

“Average people are getting clobbered
by the cost of everything,” President
Biden said. “Gas prices at the pump are
up. We’re working to bring them down,
but they’re up. Food prices are up.
We’re working to bring them down as
well.”

White House officials said they plan to
enact policies to slow inflation.

Before the president’s remarks, the
U.S. House of Representatives voted
222-210 to pass the COMPETES Act, a
bill to help America keep up with China
in the semiconductor chip industry.

The legislation seeks to tackle such
economic issues as supply chain
disruptions and a global shortage of
semiconductor chips, essential for
producing smartphones, medical
equipment, and cars.

The bill would introduce several
changes to American trade rules to level
the playing field for domestic businesses
and combat China’s market-distorting
trade practices.
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After Super Bowl, Civil Rights Leaders Say NFL Must Tackle Stark Absence of Black Head Coaches

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior National
Correspondent @StacyBrownMedia

In the National Football League, where
players are overwhelmingly Black, Dr.
Benjamin F. Chavis Jr., the president and
CEO of the National Newspaper
Publishers Association (NNPA), joined a
host of other voices arguing that there
needs to be more representation in the
front office of people who look like the
athletes that take the gridiron each
Sunday.

“Even before Coach Brian Flores filed
a class-action lawsuit against the
National Football League claiming the
league discriminated against Black
coaches in their hiring practices, it was
pretty clear that professional football has
arace issue,” Dr. Chavis wrote in an op-
ed at BlackPressUSA.com.

The NFL’s halfhearted attempt nearly
20 years ago at diversity— the Rooney
Rule has failed miserably.

The league enacted the measure in
2003 to mandate that any team seeking a
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head coach must interview at least one
minority candidate. Four years ago, the
league modified the rule, but coaches of
color still haven’t received the same
opportunities as whites.

Some argue the NFL did better before
instituting the rule. Two years prior, the
league had three African American head

“The league is rife with racism,” Flores
alleged in his lawsuit.

Commissioner Roger Goodell
acknowledged that the NFL “isn’t
having the success we want.”

“I find all allegations, whether they
were based on racism or discrimination
or the integrity of our game, all of those

“The league enacted the measure in 2003 to mandate
that any team seeking a head coach must interview at
least one minority candidate. Four years ago, the league
modified the rule, but coaches of color still haven’t
received the same opportunities as whites.”

coaches: Tony Dungy of the Tampa Bay
Bucs, Herm Edwards of the New York
Jets, and Dennis Green of the Minnesota
Vikings.

At the start of 2021, the NFL still had
three coaches: David Culley of the
Houston Texans, Brian Flores of the
Miami Dolphins, and Mike Tomlin of
the Pittsburgh Steelers.

The Texans dismissed Culley at the end
of the season, and Flores received his
walking papers from the Dolphins.

Seven of the nine head coaching
opportunities after the 2021 season went
to white candidates.

Flores called the Rooney Rule a sham
because teams only provided interviews
to potential Black head coaches as a ruse
to satisfy the league’s requirement.

to me were very disturbing,” Goodell
pronounced ahead of Super Bowl LVI.
“They are very serious matters to us on
all levels, and we need to make sure we
get to the bottom of all of them.

“I think that’s the core of the message
that we’ve been talking about here is,
OK, we’re not having this success we
want with head coaches. How do we
evolve that rule, or do we have to have a
new rule? Do we need to figure out
some other way of being able to achieve
that outcome?”

The league has reportedly met with
Byron Allen, an African American
businessman, to determine his interest in
purchasing the Denver Broncos.

Dr. Chavis championed the potential
interest of Robert F. Smith, the founder

of Vista Equity Partners, who enjoys an
estimated net worth of about $6.7
billion.

“Putting aside Smith’s investing
acumen and ability to grow emerging
businesses, his up-from-the-bootstraps
story and expansive philanthropic work
in the Black community would go a long
way to changing the make-up of NFL
ownership from its traditional purview
of stodgy, old white men,” Dr. Chavis
decided.

The belief remains that if more
minorities buy teams— an admittedly
difficult task for people of color to break
into the exclusive ownership circle—
opportunities for Black head coaches
would become more plentiful.

In the meantime, civil rights groups
argue the NFL needs to strengthen its
Rooney Rule and force current owners
to consider Black candidates seriously.

“However well-intentioned, the effect
of the Rooney Rule has been for team
decision-makers to regard interviews
with candidates of color as an
extraneous step, rather than an integral
part of the hiring process,” said National
Urban League President and CEO Marc
H. Morial in a statement.

“The gravity of the situation is long
past the crisis point,” Morial declared.
The Rooney Rule remains absent of
intentionality, NAACP President & CEO
Derrick Johnson remarked. “It’s not
enough for the league to declare its good
intentions. This is a long-standing crisis
that must be confronted with diligence
and rigor.”

Want to comment on the editorials or any other story?
Please contact: The Annapolis Times
2530 N. Charles Street, Suite 201, Baltimore, MD 21218
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BSU women’s hoops coach
Shadae Swan awaits
exciting opportunity in
CIAA tourney

By Demetrius Dillard

Shadae Swan couldn’t be more elated
for the upcoming CIAA Basketball
Tournament making its way to her
hometown.

The Baltimore native is Bowie State
University’s women’s basketball coach and
has become one of most respected sports
figures in the region. Swan, a former
standout at St. Frances Academy and
Goucher College, will return home next
week for what she anticipates will be an
exciting experience for herself and team.

“For myself and for the team— we’re
very excited. The main reason is because
when the tournament was in Charlotte, it
was very hard for family and friends to
see us play in the tournament,” Swan
said. “I believe having that crowd and
fanbase helps with the momentum. Your
crowd is like your sixth man and the
more people that you have supporting
you, a lot of times you play better.”

Swan is in the middle of her sixth
season as head of the program (seventh
if the 2020-21 canceled season is
counted) and her Bulldogs are currently
11-10 overall. While at Goucher (2005-
08), Swan was one of the top Division
III performers in the nation.

Her accomplishments as a student
athlete along with the local impact she’s
made led to a recent Goucher College
Athletics Hall of Fame induction. As a
native and a resident, the approaching
CIAA Tournament will likely be one of
the highlights of Swan’s coaching career.

“I know for me, it will be special
because I’m from here, I still live in
Baltimore... this city has pretty much
helped shape me into the person that I
am,” Swan said. “I have a large
basketball family just from growing up
and meeting people in the basketball
community. It’s so often that you hear
about the negative of Baltimore City, but
there’s so much more that the city has to
offer, and I’m just hoping that the other
teams, other schools and people who
come in and watch the games will get to
come in and see the positive of the city.”

Shadae Swan,
Bowie State women’s basketball coach
Courtesy Photo/Bowie State Athletics

Swan has earned numerous honors at the
helm of BSU’s women’s basketball
program, including the CIAA Women’s
Coach of the Year award in 2019, being
named Bowie State University Female
Coach of the Year and led the Bulldogs to
multiple NCAA Division II appearances.
She also believes the tournament can lead
to promising opportunities for local youth
and residents.

“I also think that it will be good for our
community,” Swan added. “Baltimore is
a basketball city, and I think it will be
good for a lot of the kids in the
community to get to come out and see
some college basketball - especially
HBCUs - learn more about the culture of
the CIAA and the teams who participate
in the conference.”

BSU is coming off a huge 84-57 home
win over Shaw on Feb. 12 and has won
six of its last eight games. The Bulldogs
have away games at Virginia State on
Feb. 16 and Elizabeth City State on Feb.
19 to conclude the regular season before
preparing for the CIAA Tournament.
Swan and her club look to carry the
momentum into the tournament, set to
commence Feb. 22-26 at the Royals
Farms Arena downtown.

“The team is gelling more on and off
the court, and it’s showing in our stats,”
she said. “The only thing I ask is for our
team to progress each day in practice
and in games, and I see us doing that. If
we continue to do so, we’ll be able to
carry the momentum into the tournament
to be successful.”

Local basketball great ‘King Arthur’

reflects on importance of CIAA tournament
By Demetrius Dillard

Arthur Lewis Jr., commonly
known as “King Arthur,” has ties to
Baltimore City and the CIAA, so he
joins the thousands of local
residents who enthusiastically await
the soon approaching basketball
conference tournament.

After a decorated career at Milford
Mill High School, Lewis was a
standout for the Bowie State
University men’s basketball team in
the early 2000s. From there, he
went on to compete professionally,
most notably for the nationally
acclaimed Harlem Wizards.

For more than a decade, Lewis has
exhibited dazzling dribbling skills
and entertained thousands

throughout the country as a
member of the Harlem Wizards,  Arthur Lewis Jr., commonly known as “King
whose entertainment style is Arthur,” was a player for the nationally
reminiscent of the world-renowned acclaimed Harlem Wizards. Courtesy Photo
Harlem Globetrotters. Lewis is one

of the many who have contributed largely to Baltimore’s rich basketball culture and
history.

The exposure to HBCUs will be critically important for local youth, he pointed out.

“I think it’s going to be big because now it opens the door for kids to say ‘you
know what, I don’t have to go to a Duke or a North Carolina. I can go to a [N.C.]
Central, I can go to a Shaw, I can go to a Bowie, I can go to Lincoln, I can go to
Johnson C. Smith and still get a great education and have a great time,””” Lewis said.

His passion for seeing the youth excel is one of the primary reasons Lewis is
thrilled for the CIAA Basketball Tournament making its return to his hometown.

With the Bulldogs, Lewis played alongside fellow Baltimoreans Cornelius
McMurray and Omarr Smith (current City College boys basketball coach) to lead
the program to its first-ever CIAA Tournament championship in 2003. He was an
academic All-American and led the conference in assist-to-turnover ratio.

Lewis has become a fixture in the local sports community, collaborating with
various athletic programs, youth development initiatives and organizations, and is
author of the children’s book “Is the King Too Small to Play Ball???”” He hopes to
attend the tournament and said it may lead to positive outcomes for the city along
with advancing its storied basketball culture.

“I think it’s a big revenue [generator| and advancing the rich history of basketball,”
he said. “It’s a good look. It’s a good opportunity for the youth to see where we
come from, what it means to go to a historically Black college, why we have those
and why they’re all in the same radius of the country.”

Stay up-to-date on positive news in the community!
Sign up for The Baltimore Times weekly newsletter at

https://bit.ly/2E5NuM5
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Choo Smith:

CIAA tourney will make lasting impact on youth

By Demetrius Dillard

Charles “Choo” Smith, a highly
esteemed community leader deeply
rooted in the local sports arena, had his
collegiate basketball beginnings in the
CIAA and is delighted the tournament is
returning to his beloved Baltimore this
year.

After a stellar career at City College,
Smith went to Bowie State and started
as a point guard for its basketball
program. He was in Bowie for his
freshman year before transferring to the
University of the District of Columbia
for the remaining three.

The West Baltimore native went on to
star for the globally recognized Harlem
Globetrotters from 1999 to 2002.
Though he was there for only one year,
Smith said he enjoyed his time at Bowie
State and was surrounded by a solid
group of teammates.

Smith, 51, sees the tournament as a
“tremendous vehicle” for the city and
thinks it will be an enormous success.

“I think it’s going to bring some
continuity for us as people who are
basketball lovers,” Smith said. “It’s
going to bring the city revenue, and then
it also brings some exposure to young
people because you can go to an Black
historical college and still do well, and
still have a good experience, and have
opportunities to play high-level
basketball.”

Following his retirement from the
Globetrotters, Smith remained
immersed in the community and
partnered with numerous basketball
leagues and initiatives particularly
focusing on youth development.

For the past 15 years, he has run the
Choo Smith Youth Empowerment, Inc.
(CSYE), a non-profit organization that
primarily focuses on increasing
opportunities for the success of youth in
Baltimore through providing services
and programs which yield personal
development.

CSYE serves as a platform for an array
of other initiatives that foster training
and mentorship tools for young people
to reach their absolute maximum
potential.

Former Harlem Globetrotter Charles
“Choo” Smith now runs the non-profit
Choo Smith Youth Empowerment that
primarily focuses on increasing
opportunities for the success of youth
in Baltimore by providing services and
programs which yield personal
development. Courtesy Photo

As a product of the inner city, Smith
knows how vital a role sports can play
in one’s personal and professional
development. The upcoming CIAA
Basketball Tournament will be a
possible game changer for the
youngsters in attendance, giving them
much-needed exposure to HBCU
excellence, educational opportunities
and valuable life lessons through sports,
according to Smith.

“Sports and life lessons are the key to
the mind and the heart of a young
person,” Smith said. “When you have
people who learn how to handle
adversity, you have young people who
learn to be a part of a team, you learn
leadership, how to make other people
better, work ethic, discipline and just
being able to have the internal fortitude
to push through any situation.”

A number of youth who matriculated
through Smith’s CSYE program have
gone on to attend CIAA schools— from
Bowie State, to Virginia Union, to Shaw
and others. Smith, who recently
announced the colossal Arise Baltimore
Development project, said he plans to
attend the tournament and some related
events next week.

Stanley Tucker, former
Morgan State basketball
player, reflects on CIAA

tourney
By Demetrius Dillard

Many may not know that one of the
city’s leading Black entrepreneurs was
once a basketball player in the Central
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference
(CIAA).

Stanley Tucker, now a successful
businessman who founded the Meridian
Management Group, donned a Morgan
State University basketball uniform in the
1960s— back when HBCUs the primary
landing spot for athletic talent and the
CIAA was one of the most competitive
basketball conferences in the nation.

From 1966 to 1969, Tucker was a
guard for the Bears when the program
was a member of the CIAA along with
other prominent HBCUs like N.C. A&T,
Norfolk State and Hampton. During that
era, he competed against the likes of
Earl “The Pearl” Monroe, Eugene
Smiley and others.

The CIAA has always been very
exciting, Tucker said, and though ball
players from other schools were
tenacious competitors, they were friends
off the court.

“Even though we competed against
each other, we were also good friends.
We made very good friends from the
other teams for life,” said the 74-year-
old. “We would go to the various
schools - Howard, etc. - and we partied
together. Even though we competed on
the floor, but we got to know each other
as athletes, and as friends... We have
those great memories until today.”

Following his career at Morgan State,
Tucker didn’t play professionally.
Instead, he continued his education and
earned a master’s degree from Carnegie-
Mellon University. His entrepreneurial
pursuits eventually led him to establish
the Meridian Management Group
(MMG), a firm that provides financing
for minority and women-owned
businesses.

Stanley Tucker founded the
Meridian Management Group
Courtesy Photo/MMG

For the nearly 30 years that MMG has
been operating, Tucker has served as the
president and CEO of the company.

Prior to forming MMG, Tucker was the
executive director of the Maryland
Small Business Development Financing
Authority from 1981 to 1995 and
worked extensively with the Maryland
Black Legislative Caucus.

The South Carolina native moved to
Long Island, N.Y., when he was in the
ninth grade. He came to Morgan State
on an athletic scholarship. Tucker was
on the committee who worked to bring
the CIAA Basketball Tournament to
Baltimore. Since his days in college
more than 50 years ago and even after
graduating from MSU, the CIAA
Tournament has had a special place in
Tucker’s heart.

“We’re excited about it because ever
since I was in college, I was going to the
CIAA Tournament and then even when I
graduated, a number of my friends at the
church I attended - older guys— went to
the CIAA Tournament every year. And
so I know about the excitement and all
the great things, and the great people,
and the ambiance, and it’s off the
chain,” Tucker said. “It’s a special,
special, special event... There’s nothing
like CIAA. Nothing.”

Send your community calendar events

to: kreevie@btimes.com
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Local Spotlight: CIAA basketball players returning home for tournament

By Demetrius Dillard

Over the years, the Baltimore area has
earned a reputation for its deep reservoir
of basketball talent.

Several athletes from the city will be
returning home to showcase their talent
in the upcoming CIA A Basketball
Tournament at Royal Farms Arena. Of
the 12 CIAA member institutions, four
have basketball players from Baltimore.

Bowie State, the primary host for the
tournament, has three student-athletes
from Baltimore, while Lincoln, Shaw
and St. Augustine’s have one player
apiece from the city according to the
team rosters, bringing the total number
of CIAA basketball players with roots in
Baltimore City to six.

Below are brief backgrounds on each
of those six players.

Bowie State University:

Jewel Porter is one of the few
upperclassmen on the Bulldogs’ roster.
The 6-foot-1 senior forward transferred
to Bowie from Central Connecticut State
University. Prior to playing at CCSU,
she competed for Harford Community
College. In high school, she guided
Baltimore Polytechnic Institute - which
has one of the most dynamic basketball
programs in the area - to two state titles
(2015, 2016) and a city championship in
2015.

Khalia Turner will have her first
conference tournament experience in her
hometown. The 5-foot-7 freshman guard
spent her high school career at the
nationally acclaimed St. Frances
Academy.

Mpya Henson has appeared in one game

Janya Lilly
Lincoln University Lions

Kyshon Tate
Saint Augustine Falcons

Mackenzie Pollard
Shaw University Bears

this season and logged only seven
minutes, so it is unclear whether she will
play or how she will contribute during
the tournament. The freshman guard-
forward hails from the well-known
Western High School.

Lincoln University:

Janya Lilly, a second-year player for
the Lions, also comes from the girls’
basketball program at Poly under the
tutelage of Coach Kendall Peace. The 5-
foot-7 guard scored a season-high 14 on
Jan. 22 against Virginia Union and is
averaging 6.8 points and three rebounds
this season.

Shaw University:

Mackenzie Pollard was a standout at
Western during her high school days.
Now she is one of the key pieces for the
Bears, averaging a team-high 12.6 points
per game to go with 3.7 boards. The

We love to hear from our readers! Connect with us:
Facebook.com/TheBaltimoreTimes

Twitter: @Baltimore_Times
Instagram: @thebaltimoretimes
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5-foot-9 junior guard will look to use her
scoring and playmaking ability to lead
Shaw in the upcoming tournament.
Saint Augustine’s University:
Kyshon Tate is a 6-foot-8, 230-pound
senior averaging 2.2 points and 3.3
rebounds for the Falcons. He netted a

career-high 13 points against Charleston
(W. Va.) earlier this season. Prior to
suiting up for St. Augustine’s, the
forward played for Hagerstown
Community College after competing for
the highly regarded Baltimore
Polytechnic Institute.
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HOTEL REVIVAL

RETAIL + ACTIVITIES *+ EVENTS + AND MORE!

HOTEL REVIVAL 101 W. MONUMENT ST. BALTIMORE MD 21201
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Livingstone College Coach eagerly joins CIAA member schools
in switch to Baltimore, for annual basketball tournament

By Timothy Cox
Special to Baltimore Times

When the CIAA Basketball
tournament makes its presence in Charm
City Tuesday, February 22 through
Saturday, February 26, 2022, at Royal
Farms Arena, the annual affair will serve
as the first competitive basketball
tournament to appear in Baltimore since
1952.

It will also serve as the CIAA Tourney’s
first site-change since 2005.

For the past 16 years, the CIAA Men’s
and Women’s Basketball Tournament
has been held in the Queen City of
Charlotte, North Carolina, headquarters
for the Central Interscholastic Athletic
Association (CTAA).

Livingstone College head basketball
coach, James Stinson, recently stated
that he and several of his CIAA head-
coaching colleagues are eager to make
the relocation to Baltimore.

“It was fine staying at home, in North
Carolina, since our college is based in
Salisbury, N.C. — only 45-minutes from
Charlotte, but I have faith in our CIAA
leadership. They are focused on
spreading the good news and the wealth
of our conference to other parts of the
country. It’s our way of establishing a
foot-print for our northern schools, such
as Lincoln University and Bowie State —
while maintaining the rich heritage of
the CIAA.

“It also offers other fans a chance to
not have to travel so far, and for the
more southern fans a chance to travel
and see a different landscape in the
culturally-rich, urban setting known as
Bmore,” said the well-spoken head
coach.

Stinson, 56, is a Charlotte native and
has served as Livingstone’s top man
since 2004. Prior to that, he worked in
assistant roles at Barber-Scotia College
(Concorde, N.C,) and on the high school
and junior high school levels. Stinson
played high school hoops at North
Mecklenburg High School and was a
key player during his college years at
Barber-Scotia College.

The Blue Bears hoops program was
fledgling before Stinson took over the
helm. Once a perennial doormat in the
CIAA’s Southern Division, Stinson
immediately had impact upon being
named head coach — leading the men’s
basketball team to its first-ever
appearance in the CIAA’s final four
during his first year.

In recent tourneys, Livingstone won
back-to-back CIAA Tourney titles
(2013, 2014) and was defeated in the
2015 title game by Virginia State in a
three-peat title attempt.

In 2020, Stinson won his 500" game,
during his 30-year career. The team’s
current record is 12-8 and 9-5 in the
CIAA’s Southern Division. Winston-
Salem State leads the division, followed
by Fayetteville State. Stinson said his
team is in third place, en route to the
tournament. Stinson also acknowledged
that Livingstone’s football program is
also on the come-up, and is now headed
by former LA Rams defensive stalwart
Sean Gilbert, an Aliquippa,
Pennsylvania native— also the
hometown to Mike Ditka; Tony Dorsett;
Ty Law; and Darrelle Revis.

”Recruiting is on the upswing,” he
added.

Stinson says his coaching influences
include the late John Thompson
(Georgetown); the late John Cheyney
(Temple); and the late Clarence “Big
House” Gaines (Winston-Salem State
University).

“All those men stood for helping and
mentoring young African-American
men. In addition to teaching basketball
brilliance, they also focused on
academic success— I take that legacy
from them. And even further, to me,
basketball is a ministry and I’m here to
help,” said Stinson, who takes pride in a
Catholic primary school foundation,
coupled with a Sunday-based Southern
Baptist doctrine — both supported by his
parents.

In nearly 20 years at the helm, James Stinson has enjoyed success as Livingstone
College men's head basketball coach.  Courtesy Photo/Livingstone College
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A ‘Poet’s’ Words about the CIAA

WPGC 95.5 FM Personality is a Tournament Ambassador

By Ursula V. Battle

Poet Taylor began her broadcasting career at
Baltimore’s WERQ-92Q FM after she won a radio
station contest aimed to expand their talent roster.
The six-month internship morphed into her first
radio position, co-hosting the “Afternoon Drive with
Konan.” Now, some ten years later, Poet’s story
continues to evolve, as the popular on-air
personality hosts her own show, “Midday
Shenanigans,” which airs on WPGC 95.5 FM.

Poet continues to “score” on the court of success,
with her selection as Ambassador for the Central
Intercollegiate Athletic Association (CIAA) 2022
Men’s and Women’s Basketball Championship
Tournament. The event returns to Maryland for the
first time since 1952, and has had an annual
economic impact of over $650 million during its 15-
year run in Charlotte, NC. The highly-anticipated
event takes places at Royal Farms Arena February
22-26, 2022.

“As the CIAA Ambassador, I am very excited,”
said Poet. “The Tournament will have a huge impact
in Baltimore and surrounding counties. It will
impact the state of Maryland and the region. The
revenue generated from this event will help local
businesses that have struggled over the past couple of
years. There are a lot of people coming in. With all
that traffic, people will be spending money. That
helps the city to evolve and grow. People from all
walks of life are going to be a part of this
phenomenal week of activity.”

In addition to the 22 games featured in this year’s
Men’s and Women’s Basketball Championship
Tournament, the CIAA will offer a week of
celebratory affiliated events that appeal to a diverse
demographic of alumni and fans. Tournament week
will include annual staple events such as Fan Fest,
High School Education Day, CIAA Career Expo,
Super Saturday, The 6th Annual Samaritan’s Feet
“Shoes of Hope” initiative, and The John B.
McClendon Jr. CIAA Hall of Fame Breakfast.

The CIAA is also partnering with the city’s official
sales and marketing arm Visit Baltimore, to create a
series of town halls and symposiums to include a Tech
Summit, Money Moves Financial Summit, CIAA
Men’s & Women’s Student-Athlete Symposium,
Mental Health Panel Discussion, and more.

“People can enjoy the games and the artists, but
they can also learn about investing in Bitcoin, and
also attend tech and wellness summits, sports clinics
and other events,” said Poet. “There is such a
multitude of wonderful things about the Tournament
coming to Baltimore. I know what people hear about

Baltimore and what people think about
Baltimore. But just as a Black person in
America, [ will tell you that more often than
not, that narrative rarely matches.”

“She added, “What is true of that space is that
people are excited to take people to their
favorite restaurants, and experience those
restaurants with them. The Tournament
provides an opportunity for people to visit
Baltimore and learn what the city is really all
about. The Tournament won’t come fast enough
for me.”

The CIAA is the nation’s first African
American athletic conference and the annual
basketball tournament is one of the most highly
attended basketball tournaments among all
NCAA divisions. This year marks the first year
that ESPN will broadcast all 22 games,
exposing new audiences to both the CIAA and
Baltimore.

“This is the first time that all 22 games are
going to be on ESPN, which also makes the
Tournament historic” said Poet. “To me, this
Tournament is who I am at the core, and that’s
giving back, lifting one another up, and loving
on communities.”

Poet is also a featured Washington, DC
Correspondent for “Dish Nation” on WTTG-
Fox 5 and Fox 5 Plus for the “Syndicated
Entertainment News Program”. She is also a
motivational speaker and community liaison,
championing for various causes. She said she
seeks to bring awareness to teens and young
adults in the Foster Care System, having
personally gone through the DC and Maryland
State Foster Care Systems before being adopted
by a Baltimore family.

“I grew up in foster care and I am not
supposed to be where I am,” said Poet. “I never
imagined this, but I’m thankful to be a walking
testimony to kids who might not think that they
are going to make it because of the hand that
they’ve been dealt. So to show them all the
things that happens in the CIAA is great. It puts
HBCUs and African Americans in collegiate
sports in the spotlight, and illustrates that
greatness is indeed possible.”

She added, “And when people come to
Baltimore for this Tournament and experience,
the shopping, the food, the people...the entire
vibe, they are going to want to come back.”

For more information about CIAA
Tournament Week visit www.theciaa.com and
www.baltimoretimes-online.com.

Poet Taylor formerly of Baltimore’s WERQ-92Q FM, is a CIAA
Ambassador for the Central Intercollegiate Athletic Association
2022 Men’s and Women’s Basketball Championship Tournament,
coming to Royal Farms Arena February 22-26, 2022. Poet’s
voice now can be heard on the airwaves of WPGC 95.5 FM.

Courtesy Photo
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BWI’s Ricky Smith

Airport CEO Helped ‘Fly’ 2022 CIAA Tournament to Baltimore

By Ursula V. Battle

The Central Intercollegiate Athletic
Association (CIAA) 2022 Men’s and
Women'’s Basketball Championship
Tournament is ready to “land” at Royal
Farms Arena February 22-26, 2022 and
BWT’s Ricky Smith was among the
“crew” that helped “pilot” the highly-
anticipated event to Baltimore. Smith is
Executive Director/Chief Executive
Officer of Baltimore/Washington
International Thurgood Marshall Airport
(BWI Marshall), and a former basketball
standout who attended Virginia Union.

“My first college experience attending a
CIAA School was at Virginia Union, so |
know the culture that comes with going to
not just an HBCU, but an HBCU in the
CIAA,” said Smith. “I know, how much
those schools struggle and how much they
achieve. I know how much my city
Baltimore struggles and how much
Baltimore City achieves. So to have the
two come together the way they will be
coming together later this month is
special. It’s great to celebrate all the
greatness that comes with the amazing
talent at CIAA schools.”

The Baltimore native added, “I’m a
charter member of the local organizing
committee. I was part of the team that
joined Visit Baltimore to make the pitch
to the CIAA to relocate the tournament
from Charlotte to Baltimore.”

Headquartered in Charlotte, North
Carolina, the CIAA is governed by the
presidents and chancellors of its 12
member institutions: Bowie State
University; Claflin University; Elizabeth
City State University; Fayetteville State
University; Johnson C. Smith University;
Lincoln University of Pennsylvania;
Livingstone College; Saint Augustine’s
University; Shaw University, Virginia
State University, Virginia Union
University, and Winston-Salem State
University. Chowan University is an
associate member in football and
women’s bowling.

“We’re going to celebrate the CIAA’s
commitment to education and
commitment to community service,” said
Smith. “People will come together and
have a great time. BWI Airport is going

Ricky Smith is Executive Director/Chief Executive Officer of Baltimore/
Washington International Thurgood Marshall Airport (BWI Marshall). Smith
was among those who lead the effort to bring the Central Intercollegiate Athletic
Association (CIAA) 2022 Men’s and Women’s Basketball Championship

Tournament to Baltimore.

Courtesy Photo

to roll out the red carpet and welcome the
fans to the Baltimore-Washington region
for this tournament. When they get off the
plane, they will know that they’re in a
place that is welcoming and appreciates
them.”

The CIAA Tournament has had an
annual economic impact of nearly $50
million and over $650 million during the
15-year run in Charlotte. In addition to
the 22 games featured in this year’s
Men’s and Women’s Basketball
Championship Tournament, the CIAA
offers a week of celebratory events.
Smith said he will be bringing remarks
and keynote addresses during some of the
events.

“I’ll be pretty busy throughout the
week,” he said. “But I’'m also going to
find time to attend some of the events,

because the fellowship is very
important.”

BWI Marshall is an event sponsor.

“We sponsored the event because we
know it’s an important economic
development opportunity for the city,”
said Smith. “Besides the basketball
tournaments, the community service and
the educational events, a lot of minorities
are going to make money during this
tournament. It’s going to have a huge
economic impact, and minorities are
going to benefit the most. The fact that
the airport can help enable that through
its transportation and sponsorship is
something we are very proud of.”

Smith was appointed Executive
Director/CEO of the Maryland Aviation
Administration (MAA) on July 10, 2015.
He is responsible for the management and

operations of Baltimore/Washington
International Thurgood Marshall Airport
(BWI Marshall), Martin State Airport,
and regional aviation activities
throughout the State of Maryland.

Smith said he attended Virginia Union
University his first year in college on an
academic and basketball scholarship, but
never got an opportunity to play
basketball due to an injury. He holds an
accounting degree from Howard
University and an Executive MBA from
Loyola University in Maryland. He has
led BWI Marshall to five consecutive
record-setting years for passengers
including restoring BWI Marshall as the
busiest airport in the Washington/
Baltimore region. In 2015, he launched
the BWI Marshall Youth Initiative aimed
at introducing youth in Baltimore City to
careers in aviation and transportation.

Noting late entrepreneurs Osbourne
Payne and Harlow Fullwood whom he
said attended CIAA schools, Smith also
highlighted Baltimore attorney N. Scott
Phillips and former Walbrook High
School basketball star Derwin Lily.

“So many Baltimoreans who have done
extraordinary things have graduated from
CIAA schools,” said Smith.

Humbled by Smith mentioning his
name, Phillips said of the tournament,
“The history of the CIAA is pretty
amazing. | attended my first CIAA as a
freshman at Virginia Union in 1980 at the
Norfolk Scope and I have been hooked
ever since. It is a Black College Reunion.
A gathering of alumni from some of this
country’s oldest HBCUs. Each year when
I attend the CIAA I am reminded of the
rich heritage of our schools.”

Derwin Lilly, whose #10 jersey hangs
from the rafters of Virginia Union
University’s Barco-Stevens Hall is a
legendary point guard.

“I was surprised and shocked when I
heard Baltimore got the tournament
because it had been held in North
Carolina so many years,” said Lily. “I
plan on attending. For Baltimore to host
the tournament is great.”

For more information about CIAA
Tournament Week visit www.theciaa.com
and www.baltimoretimes-online.com
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WBC hosts 2022 Virtual Women’s Conference:
Refresh! Rejuvenate! Reimagine! Your Health, Wealth and Business

By Stacy M Brown

Ann Frank considers herself a
development junkie, though she
concedes that enthusiast might provide a
better description.

“My background is personal,
professional, business and program
development,” said Frank, the director
of the Baltimore Metro Women’s
Business Center (WBC).

Frank and the WBC plan to host the
2022 Virtual Women’s Conference on
Thursday and Friday, February 24 and
25, where Danielle Frisby, the founder
and CEO of Unboxing Change, will
serve as host and moderator.

The theme of the conference, which
begins each day at 9:30 a.m. EST, is
“Refresh! Rejuvenate! Reimagine! Your
Health, Wealth and Business.” The event
will include inspirational speakers,
community business award
presentations, breakout discussions, and
entrepreneurial business success stories.

“You will learn how to shift your
mindset from ‘Oh no,’ to ‘Oh yes,””
Frank declared.

She added that attendees also will learn
how to “push forward when you’re
pulled backward. Grow, scale, and then
sail in your business.”

Frank added that the Baltimore Metro
WBC’s commitment is to embrace
women business owners and provide
resources to enhance their business

Ann Frank, director of the Baltimore
Metro Women’s Business Center
Courtesy Photo

knowledge as well as support their
ingenuity for entrepreneurial growth.

Frank further explained why
historically Black Morgan State
University serves as the ideal host for
the conference.

“The goal of this SBA sponsored
sponsored program is to provide
resources to the underserved business

Stay up-to-date on positive news in the community!
Sign up for The Baltimore Times weekly newsletter at
https://bit.ly/2E5NuM5

ShelfGenie
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a meighborly company

community,” Frank noted. “Morgan
University, via their Entrepreneurial
Development and Assistance Center
(EDAC), allows us access to a host of
students, faculty, staff, and surrounding
urban communities that typically have
not had access to these types of federal
resources. Gaining access to capital,
networking and getting seats at tables
where women are typically under-
represented. Its overall effectiveness is
about visibility and accessibility.”

In additional to the conference, the
WBC offers a variety of opportunities
and services including one-on-one no-
cost business consulting, training,
workshops, the Barbara A. Robinson
Mentoring program, and a Women’s
Networking & Leadership Collective.

They also offer COVID assistance
programs.

“We are currently having COVID-19
Subject Matter Assistance Summits
where we pay for hands-on servicing for
our clients like accounting services to
review or set up their books,” Frank
stated.

The program also includes assistance

for website marketing, social media,
marketing campaigns, and helping
clients understand and manage contract
awards, according to Frank.

Frank added that the program is
temporary, and on a first-come, first-
served, basis until Covid-related funds
are exhausted.

“I love this job and I love what I've
been tasked to do,” Frank exclaimed.
“Providing knowledge and resources to
women business owners, seeing and
experiencing the ah ha moments with
women as they move forward with their
entrepreneurial dreams, are exciting.

“When they jump up and shout
because they obtained funding, set up
their marketing, obtained a larger
contract or even made their first dollar, I
jump up and shout hallelujah right along
with them. It feels great to contribute to
community growth. That’s what it is all
about— building community through
economic growth.”

To register for the conference, visit
https://edacwbc.ecenterdirect.com/event
/662
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The Baltimore Times wants to encourage CIAA visitors to Eat-more, Enjoy-more, See-more and

shop-more at our black owned and operated businesses in and around Baltimore City.

Eat-more at Howard Row

Vegan Juiceology is a purveyor of
plant-based healthy food and
drink options from Baltimore
native Dominique Allen. Stop by
for a fresh taste of something
good for you!

Cajou Creamery is a plant-based
ice cream company and social
enterprise  aimed at making
exceptional cashew milk ice cream
through transitioning to a worker-
owned cooperative and hiring
formerly incarcerated citizens and
supporting their re-entering into
society. My favorite is vanilla
cinnamon, what will be yours?

Attention Tea Lovers: Cuples Tea
House owners, Eric and Lynnette
Dodson, invite you to share their love
and passion for tea. Established in
2015, the brand combines tea
education, music, art, literature, and
good vibes in a socially connected
atmosphere. Stop by and share what
Eric and Lynnette enjoy together, a
cup of tea! Our favorite Chai!

You are invited to the Black Businesses of Howard Row
“BLOCK PARTY” on Friday, February 25th from 11am to 6pm

Shop-more, See-more, and eat-more in Baltimore's Black Wall Street area (25th between Howard
and St. Paul Streets). Shop some of Baltimore's own urban brand stores such as SKRUED, Ouftur,
Huey Brand, No Excusez, and The Republic of Great Men Clothing. Then stop by Terra Cafe for the
best in Caribbean music, food, and BEST FRIED FISH IN THE BALTIMORE AREA.

CIAA Special Weekend Schedule

Friday, February 25th Caribbean Vibes,
Dinner & Early Happy Hour 2:00pm-Until

Saturday, February 26th Brunch from
11:00am-4:00pm

Saturday, February 26th Caribbean Vibes and

. Dinner 4:00 pm- Until
Baltimore Urban Brand, No Excusez, Located at 101 East 25th Street and

located at 106 West 25th Street open 7 days a week.

(Photo Credit: Taj Don) (Photo Credit: Terra Cafe) Sunday, February 27th Hot Gospel Brunch

from 11:00 am - 4:00 pm
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Bolton Hill Social Action Task Force hosts
6™ Annual Black History Month Party

Rosa Pryor Trusty

Hello everyone, hoping everything is
well with you. Hoping you are staying in
the health circle. I hope you are keeping
your mask on while you are enjoying
yourself. It is great that so many venues
are still open for you to get out of the
house and enjoy yourself with friends and
family, but it comes with a cost, COVID-
19 is still out there, be smart, have fun
and party with common sense, keep your
damn mask on. That way you can live
until the next party.

Peter Van Buren and the Bolton Hill’s
Social Action Task Force is hosting their
Sixth Annual Black History Month Party
on Sunday, February 20 from 3-5 p.m.
This is a “hybrid” event, meaning you
can either attend in-person or online.
Guests wearing face masks can attend the
live show in the main sanctuary of Me-
morial Episcopal Church, 1407 Bolton
Street, or the party will be broadcast live
via Zoom, so you can choose to watch
online from the comfort of your home as
well. The event will feature two local or-
ganizations, Wide Angle Youth Media
and the Lillie Carroll Jackson Civil
Rights Museum. Both organizations will
be telling you about new projects they are
launching this spring. There will be a
two-hour program filled with poetry read-
ings by Black authors, including all of the
local poets from last year and neighbors
reading the works of others. Don Palmer
will MC the program and new this year,
will be live music by Dan & Claudia
Zanes. For more information, call 410-
383-7820 or 410-961-6492. By the way,
tell him “Rambling Rose” told you!

Also celebrating Black History Month
is An Die Musik Live, 409 N. Charles
Street featuring another one of my Music
Brothers, John Lamkin II and The Fa-
vorites Jazz Quintet on Sunday, February
20" starting at 5 p.m. The band includes
John playing trumpet and flugelhorn,
Michael Hairston on tenor sax, Bob Butta

on piano, Micheal Graham on bass and
Jesse Moody on drums.

One of my musical sons, Ralph Mag-
wood, Baltimore’s renowned percussion-
ist and vocalist will be doing a CD
re-release of his latest work called “Vin-
tage,” with a live performance at GLA
Soundstage (Live Event & Performance
Arts Center), 6233 Kenwood Avenue,
Rosedale, Maryland from 8-10 p.m. After
Party is from 10 p.m. until. For more in-
formation, go
to: www.ralphmagwood.net.

Oh my Goodness! Mid-Atlantic Jazz
Festival is back with a spark in their step.
Yes! Real Jazz is back! February 18-20 of
2022 on President’s Day weekend. It will
include a chicken & dumpling delicious
menu of jazz masters and emerging artists
to perform at 1750 Rockville Pike in
Rockville, Maryland. This year, the head-
liner’s include: Kenny Garrett; Buster
Williams Tia Fuller; The Baylor Project;
Carr Keys; Paul Carr & Marshall Keys;
Patrice Rushen; Stefon Harris; Wycliffe
Gordon; and a host of other great artists, too
many to name at this time. You can go
to www.midatlanticjazzfestival.org or call
805-909-6330. You must wear your mask at
all of these venues. Have fun and stay safe.

I am telling you these seafood restau-
rants are getting in the groove with the
Black live entertainment for the first
time, thanks to entertainment promoters
such as; Carlos Hutchins, Tee-Shirt Brian,
Ms’ Maybelle, DJ Mike Jones and Randy
Dennis. Added to the list of restaurants
that are doing their thing is Crafty Crab
Seafood, 8606 Liberty Road in Randall-
stown, Maryland have “Line Dance
Happy Hour” every Wednesday 6-10 p.m.
Line Dance Class is from 6-7 p.m. No
cover. All Choreographers & instructors
are welcome.

Well, my friends, I have to go. [ am a
little under the weather, have to go and
rest. But remember, if you need me, call

Renowned Baltimore percussionist
Ralph Magwood is releasing his new
CD “Vintage” on Saturday, February
26, 2022 at GLA Soundstage, located at
6233 Kenwood Avenue in Rosedale,
Maryland.

Tyrone Crawley became the new presi-
dent of Baltimore Jazz Alliance (BJA).
Crawley has served on the BJA Board
since 2017, volunteering on several
committees and emceeing the group’s
last Baltimore Jazz Fest in 2019.

DJ Mike Jones, Tee-Shirt Brian and
Ms. Maybelle, “The Power Music Pro-
moter Trio” still fire up live old school
entertainment every Friday from 7 p.m.
to 11 p.m. at City View, 6700 Security
Blvd. Free Admission.

Olive Branch Italian Grill, located 11706
Reisterstown Road in Reisterstown, Maryland
is jumping because Carlos Hutchins, well-
known Entertainment Promoter features live
entertainment every Saturday with an R&B
Brunch from 2-6 p.m. This week in February
DJ Mike Jones and February 26 Elliot Levine
& Friends featuring vocalist Natalie Redd.
Free Admission.

me at 410-833-9474 or email me at
rosapryor@aol.com.

UNTIL THE NEXT TIME, I’'M
MUSICALL YOURS.

Find the right senior
living option with our
free personalized process
Our service is at no cost to you,

as we’re paid by our participating
communities and providers.

1-866-895-0322

aPlaceforMom.

THE PLACE FOR SENIOR LIVING ADVICE
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Ravens fan wins lottery ‘Seats for 20 Years’ prize

Final winner revealed in Maryland
Lottery Ravens scratch-off promotion

Baltimore— Diane Heil has been
looking forward to February since the
Ravens kicked off the 2021 season.
That’s because the Annapolis resident
has known since September that she was
one of six finalists in the Maryland
Lottery’s Ravens second-chance
promotion, giving her a chance to win
Ravens season tickets for 20 years.

As the group stood together inside M&T
Bank Stadium in front of TV cameras,
Diane Heil was named the “Seats for 20
Years” winner.

“Usually my gut feeling is pretty
good,” said Heil. “I was fairly sure that |
would not be the winner today, but when
I saw my name up on the big board it
was truly a big surprise.” The 58-year-
old Information Technology professional
wore her lucky Ed Reed jersey for
today’s festivities. “I figured his number
20 and the chance to win 20 years of
season tickets— maybe this would give
me just a bit more luck.”

The finalists and their guests, all
donning Ravens attire, met at the
stadium to learn who would win the
coveted prize, which includes two club-
level tickets and parking to every
pre-season and regular-season home
game for the next 20 years.

The celebration began with a VIP
private tour of the stadium, which
included visits to the post-game
pressroom and team locker room. Once
the tour was complete, the finalists were
greeted by former Ravens wide receiver
Qadry Ismail, who hosted the big reveal
on a club-level stadium deck.

After congratulating each of the
finalists, Ismail instructed the group

High fives and celebrations all around as Diane Heil was named the final winner of our 2021 Ravens second-chance

promotion. Heil won a pair of Ravens season tickets for 20 years!

Courtesy Photo/Maryland Lottery and Gaming

to turn around and watch as the winner’s
name was displayed across the 100-foot
wide stadium Smartvision board.

When asked how she felt about
winning the prize, Heil replied, “I feel
incredible. This has been one of the best
days of my life.” Reflecting on the prize,
she added, “It’s just amazing knowing
I’ll be able to come to see this great
team, right here in this great stadium for
the next 20 years.”

The six finalists, who were randomly
selected from more than 800,000 entries
in this category, each won $10,000 just for
being selected. The other finalists were:
William Perry from Baltimore; Linda
Walkerknight from Randallstown; Karen
Roberts from Linthicum Heights; Thomas

Hood from Baltimore; and Shantris
Grant-Hope from Brooklyn Park.

For the 13th year in a row, the
Maryland Lottery and the Baltimore
Ravens have teamed up to offer players
scratch-offs and second-chance
prizes. This year players entered non-
winning $2 Ravens X2 and $5 Ravens
X5 scratch-off tickets for the chance to
win cash and a variety of Ravens-
themed prizes. In addition to the “Seats
for 20 Years” prize, the promotion
awarded season tickets for one season,
cash and the opportunity to participate in
an on-field Pass for Cash activity on
game day. More than 3.2 million total
entries were received for the entire
promotion.

Past winners of the “Seats for 20
Years” prize have hailed from across
Maryland, including: Pasadena;
Stevensville; Rosedale; Baltimore; Bel
Air; Germantown; Glen Burnie;
Gaithersburg; Clinton; Crofton; and
Cambridge.

There are still large instant prizes
remaining on both scratch-offs. The
$5 Ravens ticket has two $100,000 top-
prizes and more than 460,000 prizes
between $5 and $10,000 remaining. The
$2 scratch-off has a single $20,000 top-
prize remaining and more than 360,000
prizes between $2 and $5,000 left on the
ticket.

Give the Gift of Time! Become a Red Cross Volunteer

Volunteers are urgently needed in Anne Arundel County for the following positions
*Blood Donor Ambassador - Help save lives in your community by supporting

blood collection at a local blood drive

*Blood Transportation Specialist - Serve as a critical link in getting blood do-
nations to those who need them by helping drive blood products to a hospital
Vaccination verification required for in-person roles. Position descriptions and
application can be found at www.redcross.org/volunteer

Need more information? Contact Sheleasa Omogbai, Recruitment Specialist by
email Sheleasa.Omogbai@redcross.org or phone 410-726-5272.

MINISTRIES
Phone: 4 10-228-8437
Tax deductible - MVA licensed #1044
www.CompassionPlace.org

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK, RV

Your donation helps provide food, clothing, hope.

LUTHERAN MISSION SOCIETY OF MD
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excitement
awaits

The exhilaration grows with each new game you try.
Learn the ins-and-outs of these games and play like a

boss. Dozens of ways to play, hundreds of ways to win.
Live it up at Livel

maryland.livecasinohotel.com @ Q ©

At Arundel Mills. Must be 21. Please play responsibly, for help visit mdgamblinghelp.org or call 1-800-GAMBLER. ©2022
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The Urgency of Now: The world premiere of Fannie Lou Hamer’s America

By Dena Fisher

The world premiere of Fannie
Lou Hamer's America will be released
on Tuesday, February 22, 2022, on PBS
and on February 24, 2022, on the
WORLD Channel America
ReFramed series.

The film explores and celebrates the
lesser-known life of a Mississippi
human-rights-activist and one of the
Civil Rights Movement’s greatest
leaders. It follows Hamer’s life from the
cotton fields of Mississippi to the halls
of Congress. It airs at a time when Black
women are being acknowledged for their
work at the forefront of the fight for
voting rights amidst unprecedented voter
suppression efforts targeting citizens of
color. The film is an offering to a new
generation of audiences called upon to
take up the mantle of preserving
American democracy.

Acclaimed actress Aunjanue Ellis
(Sunflower: The Fannie Lou Hamer
Story, King Richard) joined Hamer’s
great-niece, Monica Land (Co-producer of
Fannie Lou Hamer’s America), in a virtual
panel discussion with Joy Davenport
(Director of Fannie Lou Hamer s
America), and author Dr. Keisha N. Blain
(Until I Am Free: Fannie Lou Hamer s
Enduring Message to America) ahead of
the film’s world premiere. America
Reframed Executive Producer Erika
Dilday moderated the discussion on
Tuesday, February 15, 2022.

The virtual panel discussed Hamer’s
legacy of civil rights and human rights
activism and its relevance to today’s
challenges and lessons for black
youth. The panelists also acknowledged
the misogyny in the civil rights
movement and discussed the critical
importance of centering the voices of
black female leaders.

Panelist and author Dr. Blaine spoke
explicitly about the progress made under
Hamer’s leadership and the recent efforts

(Clockwise from top left) Erika Dilday, Aunjanue Ellis, Dr. Keisha N. Blain, and

Monica Land participated in the virtual panel discussion, Finding Your Voice
Through Fannie Lou Hamer: Meet the Makers Panel on Tuesday, February 15,

2022. Photo Credit: Dena Fisher

to suppress voting access across the
nation. Last year more than 400 bills were
introduced to suppress voting rights, she
cited. She said, “We are at a moment
where we are watching all of the legal and
political gains of the 60s slowly roll back,
and now we have to fight. Fannie Lou
Hamer’s story and her voice give us a
blueprint to ensure that we continue to
build an inclusive democracy.”

Actress Aunjanue Ellis saw the
documentary as an act of resistance and
spoke to the marginalization of women’s
voices and the importance of educating
young people about the Fannie Lou
Hamers of our time.

“What excites me about this
documentary is that we have this new
opportunity for students and young
people to know Mrs. Hamer and other
women like Ella Baker, Annie Devine,
and Virginia Gray Adams,” Ellis
said. “These were women who put their

bullets. Imagine getting shot at sixteen
times because you wanted to vote.”

Stay up-to-date on positive news in the community!

Sign up for The Baltimore Times weekly newsletter at
https://bit.ly/2E5NuM5

bodies as a target for the venom and the

She goes on to summon the viewers to

educate the youth.

“If you have some young people in
your life, then tell them about Mrs.
Hamer’s genius and her reach and how it
affects their lives. Tell your young kids
about watching this documentary next
Tuesday.”

Monica Land, Fannie Lou Hamer’s
great-niece, shared that the documentary
has been 15 years in the making. As she
closed out the panel discussion, she
underscored that she wanted her aunt to
be recognized and remembered.

“It is hurtful to know that she made
such tremendous strides for black
people, and most young people don’t
know who she is. The film is an effort to
preserve her memory and to remind
them that we have these freedoms
because of people like Fannie Lou
Hamer and others,” Land said. “To the
young people, listen to your history and
learn from it.”

Fannie Lou Hamer’s America: An
America ReFramed Special broadcasts
on PBS on Tuesday, February 22, 2022,
from 9 to 10:30 p.m. ET and on
WORLD Channel on Thursday,
February 24, 2022, at 8 p.m. ET during
Black History Month.
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Annapolis native teams up with Snoop Dogg on forthcoming project

By Andrea Blackstone

Author, screenwriter and producer,
Rodney Barnes is teaming up with
rapper, actor and entrepreneur Snoop
Dogg (Calvin Cordozar Broadus Jr.) to
release a horror anthology graphic novel
called Tales From The Crip. In an
Instagram post, Snoop Dogg informed
his followers
https://www.instagram.com/p/CZjGhA4l
iyP/ about the forthcoming
collaboration.

“Be on the lookout for the graphic
novel, Tales From The Crip, written by
Rodney Barnes, starring Snoop Dogg.
Yeah, Tales From The Crip. You better
know it,” he said in the video clip.

Barnes, an Annapolis native confirmed
that the project will be coming soon. He
was visible in the background, giving a
slow nod at the end of the audible
announcement, while a beat flowed in
the background. He grew up in Eastport
and Primrose Acres in his youth,
recalling a time when comic books were
plentiful. There was no need to take a
trip to the comic bookstore. The cost of
them was about twenty cents.

He now lives in Los Angeles, Ca. while
delving into creative pursuits which
entails writing and producing shows
through Zombie Love Studios for comic
books he creates or owns, Rodney
Barnes Productions, and creating content
offered through Image Comics. Barnes
works with others on a contractual basis,
too. And now, he is working to bring
diversity to a venture with Snoop
Dogg— Black representation in the
graphic novel space.

“It’s an anthology series like The
Twilight Zone or Creep Show or
the Tales from the Crypt show where
there will be urban theme shows that
Snoop will introduce like the Crypt-
Keeper that are set in an urban
environment,” Barnes said. “So instead
of typically what you usually see, it’ll be
shows or stories— more towards our
culture and other ancillary cultures.”

Despite Barnes’ remarkable

Rodney Barnes grew up in Annapolis. He later left his hometown and established
a distinguished career in screenwriting and film production. Barnes now lives in
California. Recently, Barnes and Snoop Dogg announced a forthcoming
collaboration called “Tales From The Crip.” The graphic novel will be released
later this year. Barnes will be writing the work, which will star the rapper, actor,

and entrepreneur, Snoop Dogg.

Courtesy Photo

achievements which range from
collaborating with Snoop Dogg to
working as a co-executive producer and
writer on television shows such

as Everybody Hates Chris and Marvel s
Runaways, the journey to move to Los
Angeles to pursue his dream of a
screenwriting career upon advice he
received from comedian, writer and

actor, Damon Wayans.

While attending Howard University in
Washington, D.C., Barnes worked as a
production assistant on the comedy film,
Major Payne with Wayans. After
working on a second project with him,
moving to the hub of entertainment came
up in conversation. The idea of relocating
did not come without much sacrifice.

“And at the time | was commuting
from Maryland to LA, so I would get in
my car and drive the three-day drive—
get here and start working. We (Damon
Wayans and I) had a frank conversation
one day where he said, “You know, if
you really want to write, you have to
move here,”” Barnes said. “And, this
was before the Internet was the Internet
in the same way it is now. There was no
social media. There was no way to
communicate the same way you can
now. It’s not the same if you’re a writer
and you want to make it now, but back
then you had to be available to have
meetings and do things on the fly. So |
packed up, moved to LA, lived in my car
for like eight months, and started my
journey.”

Barnes invested in his success, while
working in production for nearly ten
years. After building momentum, he
became a member of The Writers Guild
of America (WGA), a union representing
film and television writers in 2000 or
2001.

During an interview with The
Annapolis Times and The Baltimore
Times newspapers, Barnes reflected on
his partial recipe for success in
overcoming barriers or obstacles to
break into writing production or these
creative pursuits.

“Really being self-aware is the key.
Because what happens is things are
going to go well for a minute, then
things are going to go down,” said
Barnes about the peaks and valleys of
the business. “I can say that there’s a
correlation between me being better as a
person and me being better at my
career.”

Learn more about Rodney Barnes
via https://rodneybarnes.com/about/.
Follow him on Instagram
(@therodneybarnes to learn more about
his work and the forthcoming project
with Snoop Dogg, which will be
released later this year.

“Keep your dreams alive. Understand to achieve anything requires faith and belief in yourself, vision, hard work,

determination, and dedication. Remember all things are possible for those who believe.” —Gail Devers
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Annapolis— The Banneker-
Douglass Museum (BDM) and
Visit Annapolis & Anne
Arundel County (VAAAC) have
announced the creation of a
newly launched Black History
365 microsite that makes it easy
for interested individuals to
celebrate the heritage and
culture of the people of the
African Diaspora in Annapolis
and Anne Arundel County all
year long.

Spearheaded by the Banneker-
Douglass Museum and curated
by Visit Annapolis & Anne
Arundel County, Black History
365 is a compilation of videos,
blogs, resources, and events
from a myriad of sources that
provides insights into the lives
of generations of individuals of
the African Diaspora.

Banneker-Douglass Museum
Executive Director Channel
Compton says the ever-evolving
site shares the stories of a
people who have made
significant contributions to
Annapolis and Anne Arundel
County, the State of Maryland,
and the nation. As Compton
sees it, “If we better understand
the past, we can better craft the
future of our dreams. If we
learn from what has been, we
can better envision what could
be. Individuals of the African
Diaspora have an ongoing story
to tell. The site is designed to
help build understanding among
all peoples.”

Visit Annapolis & Anne
Arundel County Executive
Director Kristen Pironis says
her organization is proud to
partner with the Banneker-
Douglass Museum on what’s
designed to be a game changer
when it comes to accessing all
things Black History.

New Visit Annapolis & Anne Arundel County Microsite
Promotes Black History 365 Days a Year

“Annapolis and Anne
Arundel County attractions are
doing a great job of telling their
part of African-American
story. Black History 365 is
designed to bring the stories
together in a single location.
Black History is being made
every day. The new microsite is
a vehicle for sharing the then
and the now,” said Pironis.

Four Rivers Heritage Area
Executive Director Carol
Benson says the new site comes
at a perfect time.

“The Black History story in
Annapolis and Anne Arundel
County is so rich and diverse
that we recently doubled the
size of the heritage area to
provide a voice for stories that
otherwise might go forever
untold,” said Benson.

While Black History 365 is
off to a great start, the goal is to
have it become even more
robust as time goes on.

“Emerging research, new
studies, new findings, and new
headlines will help broaden the
collection over time. Real
people, facing real challenges
push boundaries and expand
horizons daily. The new site can
reflect this,” says Compton.

“If something’s missing, we
want to know about it. Our goal
is to build out a comprehensive
resource for individuals who
want to learn about, explore,
and experience the region’s
Black History all year long,”
says Pironis.

Individuals and organizations
that would like to add to Black
History 365°s collection of
stories and events are invited
to submit their Black History
event, exhibition, or program
here and click “Black History”
in the event category.

Visit the Banneker-Douglass Museum during Black History Month and view their latest exhibit,
Freedom Bound,Runaways of the Chesapeake. Image courtesy of the Banneker-Douglass Museum

Celebrate Black History all year long with Black History 365.
Image courtesy of Visit Annapolis & Anne Arundel County.
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MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

CLASSIFIEDS

MISCELLANEOUS

HEALTH & FITNESS

DISH TV $64.99 FOR 190 Channels + $14.95
High Speed Internet. Free Installation, Smart
HD DVR Included, Free Voice Remote. Some
restrictions apply. Promo Expires 1/21/22. 855-
270-5098.

NEED IRS RELIEF $10K — $125K+ Get Fresh
Start or Forgiveness. Call 1-844-431-4716 Mon-
day through Friday 7AM — 5 PM PST

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Become a Published Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920 Book manuscript submis-
sions currently being reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution Call for Your Free
Author's Guide 1-866-482-1576 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/macnet

SELL YOUR ANTIQUE OR CLASSIC CAR.
Advertise with us. You choose where you
want to advertise. 800-450-6631 visit macne-
tonline.com for details.

Replace your roof with the best looking and
longest lasting material steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! Three styles and multiple colors avail-
able. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Limited
Time Offer — $500 Discount + Additional
10% off install (for military, health workers &
Ist responders.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-855-
338-4807

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

READY TO BUY, SELL, OR RENT YOUR
VACATION HOME OR HUNTING CAMP?
Advertise it here and in neighboring publica-
tions. We can help you. Contact MACnet
MEDIA @ 800-450-6631 or visit our site at
MACnetOnline.com

WANTED

AMERICAN & FOREIGN CLASSIC CARS
AND MOTORCYCLES WANTED $$PAYING
CASHSS Corvettes, Mustangs, Jaguars, Austin
Healeys, Broncos, Blazers, Ram Chargers, AMX,
and Triumphs KRMiller1965@yahoo.com 717-
577-8206

WANTED TO BUY

Wants to purchase minerals and other oil and gas
interests. Send details to P.O. Box 13557 Denver,
CO 80201

MISCELLANEOQOUS SERVICES

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare
Cancellation Experts Over $50,000,000 in
timeshare debt and fees cancelled in 2019. Get
free informational package and learn how to
get rid of your timeshare! Free consultations.
Over 450 positive reviews. Call 888-965-0363

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as
ONE DAY'! Affordable prices - No payments
for 18 months! Lifetime warranty & profes-
sional installs. Senior & Military

Discounts available. Call: 855-761-1725

Internet & WiFi Starts at $49 Call us Today

to Get Started. Find High-Speed Internet with
Fiber Optic Technology No Credit Check, No
SSN Required. Call us Today! 866-396-0515

Looking for assisted living, memory care,

or independent living? A Place for Mom sim-
plifies the process of finding senior

living at no cost to your family. Call 1-833-
386-1995 today!

Directv Now. No Satellite. $40/mo 65 Chan-
nels. Stream news, live events, sports & on
demand titles. No contract/commitment. 1-
866-825-6523

Hero takes stress out of managing medica-
tions. Hero sorts & dispenses meds, sends
alerts at dose times & handles prescription
refill & delivery for you. Starting at
$24.99/month. No initiation fee. 90-day risk-
free trial! 1-888-684-0280

Aloe Care Health medical alert system. Most
advanced medical alert product on the market.
Voice-activated! No wi-fi needed! Special
offer w/code CARE20 for $20 off Mobile
Companion. 1 -855-521-5138

Put on your TV Ears & hear TV w/unmatched
clarity. TV Ears Original - originally $129.95

- now w/this special offer only $59.95 w/code
MCB59! 1-833-530-1955

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call today for
a FREE Quote from America’s Most Trusted
Interstate Movers, Let us take the stress out of
moving! Call now to speak to one of our
Quality Relocation Specialists: 877-541-6320

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-
mo agmt. 1 TB of data/mo. Ask how to bundle
& SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. 1-888-
796-8850

The Generac PWRcell solar plus battery stor-
age system. Save money, reduce reliance on
grid, prepare for outages & power your home.
Full installation services. $0 down financing
option. Request free no obligation quote. 1-
855-270-3785

GENERAC Standby Generators. The weather
is increasingly unpredictable. Be prepared for
power outages. Free 7-year extended warranty
($695 value!) Schedule Free in-home assess-
ment. 1-844-334-8353 special financing if
qualified.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter,
most advanced debris-blocking protection.
Schedule free estimate. 15% off Purchase.
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1-855-
995-2490

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and
Support our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up.
100% tax deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast internet no
matter where you live. 25 Mbps just
$59.99/mo! Unlimited Data is Here. Stream
Video. Bundle TV & Internet. Free Installa-
tion. Call 866-499-0141

Paying top cash for men's sportwatches!
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe,
Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Submariner and
Speedmaster. Call 833-603-3236

Become a published author. We want to read

your book! Dorrance Publishing trusted since
1920. Consultation, production, promotion &
distribution. Call for free author's guide 833-
719-3029 or visit dorranceinfo.com/acp

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free Installation, Smart
HD DVR Included, Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply. Promo Expires 1/21/23. 1-

833-872-2545

HOME IMPROVEMENT

The bathroom of your dreams for as little as $149/month! BCI Bath & Shower. Many options available.
Quality materials & professional installation. Senior & Military Discounts Available. Limited Time Offer —
FREE virtual in-home consultation now and SAVE 15%! Call Today! 1-877-540-2780

GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup power during utility power outages, so your home and
family stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now. Free 7-year extended warranty ($695 value!). Request a
free quote today! Call for additional terms and conditions. 1-855-465-7624

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus battery storage system. SAVE money, reduce your reliance on the
grid, prepare for power outages and power your home. Full installation services available. $0 Down Fi-
nancing Option. Request a FREE, no obligation, quote today. Call 1-866-783-0292

AUTO INSURANCE

Looking for auto insurance? Find great deals on the right auto insurance to suit your needs. Call

today for a free quote! 866-924-2397

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Covers 350 procedures. Real
insurance - not a discount plan. Get your free
dental info kit! 1-888-623-3036
www.dental50plus.com/58 #6258

Don’t let the stairs limit your mobility! Dis-
cover the ideal solution for anyone who strug-
gles on the stairs, is concerned about a fall or
wants to regain access to their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 1-844-317-5246

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic
Pills SPECIAL $99.00. 100% guaranteed.
24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablamos
Espafiol

Looking for assisted living, memory care, or in-
dependent living? A Place for Mom simplifies
the process of finding senior living at no cost to
your family. Call 1-833-910-1576 today!

Stroke and Cardiovascular disease are leading
causes of death, according to the American
Heart Association. Screenings can provide
peace of mind or early detection! Contact Life
Line Screening to schedule your screening.
Special offer — 5 screenings for just $149.
Call 1-866-518-8391

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage for
350 plus procedures. Real dental insurance —
NOT just a discount plan. Do not wait! Call
now! Get your FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details! 1-877-553-1891
www.dental50plus.com/macnet #6258

Aloe Care Health, medical alert system. The
most advanced medical alert product on the
market. Voice-activated! No wi-fi needed!
Special offer— call and mention offer code
CARE20 to get $20 off Mobile Companion.
Call today— 1-877-728-4065

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic
Pills SPECIAL $99.00. 100% guaranteed.
24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablamos
Espaiiol

EDUCATION

Train online to do medical billing! Become
a Medical Office Professional at CTI! Get
trained & certified to work in months! 888-
572-6790. The Mission, Program
Information and Tuition is located at
CareerTechnical.edu/consumer-information.
(M-F 8-6 ET)
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lendisery

Now providing small business financing in Baltimore.

Expand a small business

Acquire a business or
buyout a partner

Cover day-to-day expenses

Finance commercial real estate

Lendistry combines the speed and convenience of technology, the knowledge and
guidance of responsible lending, and the investment capital of social impactors and
national banks. As a minority-led Community Development Financial Institution, we are
dedicated to providing economic opportunities and progressive growth for underserved
urban and rural small business borrowers and their communities.

Lendistry.com to learn more

© 2022 B.S.D. Capital, Inc. dba Lendistry. California Financial Lender, License #60DB0O66872. NMLS #1945565.
All Rights Reserved. Approved to offer SBA loan products under SBA's Community Advantage Program
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