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John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

A Russellville man was arrested
and charged with Criminal Trespass
after he went to pay his electric bill at
the Russellville Utilities building last
Thursday.

Dwight Jackson, a former
Russellville Utilities employee who
retired from his meter reader position
in 2016, turned himself in to the
Russellville Police Department
Tuesday morning after Russellville
Electric Board manager Charlie
Canida signed a Criminal Trespass
Third Degree complaint against
Jackson. Jackson was booked into
the jail, signed his bond and was

released Tuesday with a court date
set for April 4, 2022, at 10 a.m.

Criminal Trespass Third Degree is
a violation that, upon conviction, car-
ries up to a 30-day jail sentence and
a fine up to $200.

Jackson was served with a tres-
pass notice by a Russellville Police
officer on August 7, 2019, which stat-
ed he was “not allowed to enter or be
on the property, premises or out-
buildings located at 721 Jackson
Avenue South, Russellville...”  

This is the address for the
Russellville Utilities building and the
main office of the Russellville Electric
Board. The building also provides for
walk-in and drive-thru payments of

REB manager has former
employee arrested for trespass

after paying bill at office

Commission to consider non-binding 
letter of intent for disposal of 

household garbage in Franklin County

See ‘REB,’ page 9

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

At its February 22nd meeting, the
Franklin County Commission was to
consider entering into a non-binding
letter of intent with Franklin Land
Management, Inc., that would allow
the company to begin the process of
applying for a permit to allow the col-
lection of household garbage and
other types of solid waste.

The Alabama Department of
Environmental Management (ADEM)
outlines a five-step process for appli-
cants seeking permits for a Municipal
Solid Waste Landfill. A Municipal
Solid Waste Landfill is defined by
ADEM  as one “permitted to accept

household garbage and other types
of solid waste.”

Franklin Land Management, Inc.
(FLM), owned by Neal and Diane
Hargett, is the corporate name of the
landfill operated by Hargett on Welch
Cemetery Road south of Alabama 24
West.

FLM wants to apply for ADEM to
extend its landfill’s geographic foot-
print to include the collection of
household waste.

Currently, household waste is tem-
porary collected in a transfer station
at the Franklin County Landfill on
Highway 524. The county landfill is
not licensed or permitted to collect
household waste, so it’s hauled from

See ‘COMMISSION,’ page  8



“In Memory of our loved ones...”
brought to you by Atkins Marble and Granite Works

and Franklin Memory Gardens

Terry Lee Dempsey, 55, of Spruce Pine, passed
away on Thursday, February 17th. Interment at

Mtn. Home Cemetery.

Ruth Imogene King Henry. 89, of Russellville,
passed away on Friday, February 18th.
Interment at Colbert Memorial Garden.

Homer Edgar Morgan, 83, of Phil Campbell,
passed away on Thursday, February 17th.

Interment at East Franklin Cemetery.

Don’t forget to visit us on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!



For updates on news and sports throughout the week, be sure and visit us online at www.franklinfreepress.net!
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Cummins leaving RV library to become head of county library system in Montana
John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

As a Franklin County native who’s lived here all her life, Ashley Cummins
has driven by Russellville’s Sloss Lake hundreds, if not thousands, of times.

Recently, though, Cummins paused when passing the lake she’s consid-
ered second nature for years.

“I saw the sunshine reflecting off the lake and I just thought how beautiful it
really is,” Cummins said. “I was seeing it in a way I’ve never really looked at
it before.”

Cummins is feeling a bit nostalgic about her home these days, probably
because she will soon be leaving it. She’s resigned her position as
Director/Librarian for the City of Russellville to become Executive Director of
the ImagineIF Library System in Flathead County, Montana.

That’s right—Montana. As in 2,167 miles away Montana. It’s not just a
move for Cummins. It’s a giant leap both professionally and personally for
Cummins, her husband James and their two children.

Cummins was a Copeland before she married. And there’s no shortage of
Copelands in Franklin County, so she’s leaving a large family behind. But it’s
an opportunity of a lifetime—a job with increased salary and benefits located
in the shadows of Glacier National Park. 

Cummins’ last day of employment at Russellville Public Library will be
March 5, 2022, but with her accrued annual leave, she doesn’t have many
actual work days remaining.

When she attended a library conference last October, Cummins wasn’t
looking for a new job or hometown. After the conference, though, a recruiter
contacted Cummins and told her about a job in Montana that she was well-
qualified for. And even though she’s enrolled online at the University of
Alabama working toward her Master’s Degree in Library Science, the
Montana job did not have a Master’s Degree as a requirement, unlike so
many librarian positions.

Flathead County has approximately 103,000 residents and Cummins will
be in charge of the county’s four-library system and a staff of 35.

Her family has a passion for outdoor adventure and there’s no shortage of
it in and around her new home. 

“We’re right below Glacier National Park and there are great places for hik-
ing, kayaking and those are things we love to do,” Cummins said. “There’s
also a wonderful art culture there and theater groups, so there are a lot of
cultural opportunities.”

After one year as a volunteer at the Russellville Public Library, Cummins
was hired as a part-time assistant librarian in 2010. In March 2014, she was
hired as librarian. Her staff of two employees includes Perla Marcelo and
Peggy Harrison and Joshlyn Bowen, a volunteer.

Cummins and her staff have worked to build the base of residents who use
the Russellville Public Library. They have organized and hosted unique activ-
ities and events designed to introduce the library to more people. Sometimes
it’s worked. Sometimes it hasn‘t.

“When I first started, I was always amazed how many people come into the
library but also how many people told me they didn’t even know Russellville
had a library,” Cummins said. “It shocked me that so many people didn’t even
know we exist, so that’s something I worked really hard to try and change.”

Cummins said the library’s growth was boosted by Russellville Mayor David
Grissom’s and the Russellville City Council’s support.

“When I started in 2014, our annual operating budget was $75,000. We’ve
seen that increase to $135,000 so that has helped,” Cummins said.

Cummins hopes to see the city move forward with plans to build a new
library and media center on the property behind Russellville City Hall that
was donated to the city.

“We have so many people come in to use our computers and internet
because that’s not available to them at home. They have doctor’s forms,
marriage licenses and other documents they have to send online and we’re
the only way they can do that,” Cummins said. “I’d like to see the city grow
with a new library building, more computer and internet access for residents
and a larger staff so the people of Franklin County’s needs are met in the way
they deserve.”

Grissom said he appre-
ciates Cummins’ service
and dedication to her job
and the lasting impact
she’s going to have in
Russellville.

“Ashley has worked so
hard to increase the foot-
print of the Russellville
Public Library in our com-
munity. She’s extremely
dedicated to her job, her
staff and the people of
Russellville and she’s
going to be missed,”
Grissom said.

Cummins is excited
about moving, her new
job and new opportunities
for her family, but there’s
also some anxiety as she
deals with the emotion of
leaving.

And she’ll miss the peo-
ple she served every day
in this community.

“I am supremely grate-
ful to have had the privi-
lege to work for the citi-
zens of Russellville and
Franklin County and I’ve
been blessed beyond
measure to have such an amazing, talented and gracious library staff and
board,” Cummins said. 

“I’m also very grateful to the Library Board and the City of Russellville for
taking a chance on me when I was still very much a kid and allowing me the
opportunity to grow this library to the best of my ability,” she added.

COURTESY PHOTO
Ashley Cummins during the Summer
Reading Program a few years ago.
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JOB OPPORTUNITY
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR III

PAVER OPERATION EXPERIENCE PREFERRED

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS:  Drives and operates equipment to accomplish
a full range of assignments and tasks, including the complex projects.

Operates heavy equipment on job sites, such as, but not limited to: back
hoe, bobcat, track hoe, loader, and motor grader, ditching machines, large

and small bull dozers and knuckle booms.  May assist in training newer
employees and serve as the lead employee on work sites.  

QUALIFICATIONS:  The completion of High School Diploma or GED.  Four
years of work experience maintaining or constructing roads. Two years of

work experience as an Equipment Operator II.  The possession of a current
and valid class A CDL.  Work experience as a construction contractor is

preferred.

THE CITY OF RUSSELLVILLE IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

All qualified applicants will receive consideration without regard to race,
religion, color, national origin, sex, political affiliation, disability, or any

other non-merit factor.

Applications may be picked up at Russellville City Hall in the Office of the
Mayor, 304 N. Jackson Ave., Russellville, Alabama.  Applications must be

returned no later than March 7, 2022 by U.S. Mail to:

The Russellville Civil Service Board
P. O. Box 308

Russellville, AL  35653

The average pay for this position is $31,948.80 – 49,275.20.

The successful candidate will be required to successfully complete a com-
plete physical examination including drug screening prior to employment.

JOB OPPORTUNITY
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR II

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS:  Drives and operates equipment to accom-
plish a full range of assignments and tasks.  Operates heavy equipment

on job sites, such as, but not limited to: back hoe, bobcat, loader and
knuckle booms.  

QUALIFICATIONS:  The completion of High School Diploma or GED.
Two years of work experience maintaining or constructing roads. Two

years of work experience as an Equipment Operator I.  The possession
of a current and valid class B CDL.  Work experience in the operation

of knuckle boom truck.

THE CITY OF RUSSELLVILLE IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

All qualified applicants will receive consideration without regard to
race, religion, color, national origin, sex, political affiliation, disability,

or any other non-merit factor.

Applications may be picked up at Russellville City Hall in the Office of
the Mayor, 304 N. Jackson Ave., Russellville, Alabama.  Applications

must be returned no later than March 7, 2022 by U.S. Mail to:

The Russellville Civil Service Board
P. O. Box 308

Russellville, AL  35653

The average pay for this position is $28,516.80 - $43,929.60

The successful candidate will be required to successfully complete a
complete physical examination including drug screening prior to

employment.



JOB OPPORTUNITY
CITY OF RUSSELLVILLE
STREET DEPARTMENT

LABORER

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS: No written test is required.  Employee will be
required to perform various types of routine manual labor, which are repeti-
tive in nature.  Such tasks may include but not be limited to the following:

loading and unloading trucks filled with dirt, blocks, pipe, and other materi-
als used for street repair; shoveling asphalt; installation of drain pipes;

mowing grass and weed eating; digging ditches and any other activities as
are described in the job description.  The ability to lift at least 50 pounds

may be required.   

QUALIFICATIONS:  Any combination of training, experience and sufficient
physical health and strength to perform heavy manual work under

inclement conditions.  

THE CITY OF RUSSELLVILLE IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER.

All qualified applicants will receive consideration without regard to race,
religion, color, sex, national origin, political affiliation, disability, or any

other non-merit factor.  The city of Russellville encourages applications for
positions in all protective service departments from women in an attempt

to increase their representation is protective service departments.

Applications may be obtained at the Russellville City Hall, Office of the
Mayor, 304 North Jackson Avenue.  Applications must be returned no later

than March 7, 2022 by U.S. Mail to:

The Russellville Civil Service Board
P. O. Box 308

Russellville, AL  35653

The average pay for this position is $22,734.40 – 35,027.20.

The appointees will be required to successfully complete a physical exami-
nation including drug and alcohol.

For updates on news and sports throughout the week,
visit us on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!

Send your guest columns, letters to the editor and other
creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

PUBLIC
AUCTION
Town Hill Mini Storage

14254 Highway 43
Russellville, Al. 35653

Notice is hereby given that on
March 5, 2022, from 9 a.m.-12

p.m., units will be sold by
sealed bid. 

Tenant may satisfy their
indebtedness prior to the

time of sale.
Will be able to inspect units

and bid on this date.
All units have miscellaneous
items, furniture and boxes.

Units located at 14254 Hwy.
43: 

#46 Jeffery Baker
#8 & #11 Cheryl Nix
#44 Sara Freeman

#98 Jamey Perrault
#33 Daphne Cagle

#37 Rachael Hallmark
#53 Stephanie Moore
#108 Chase Woods
#102 Cecil Hatton

#95 Janet Vandiver
#70 Brandon Seal

Units located at 524 St. Clair
St.

#5 Della/Justin Posey

Units located at 900 Scotty
Moore Drive

#5 Ginnie Bryan
#6 Carvel Loyd

#35 Bobbie Swinney
#53 Mary Keith

Franklin Free Press February
16, 23, 2022



Florence Lauderdale Animal Services and local rescues are working
with Franklin County to help save many abandoned animals to give

them a chance at a new life. Save Our Strays needs donations called into Russellville
Animal Clinic, to pay for veterinary services, spay/neuter and medical treatment for
everything from heartworms to Parvo. There are also boarding expenses for the ani-
mals due to their medical treatment. No amount of donation is too small. This group
has saved many cats and dogs, and they need the community's help. Call Russellville
Animal Clinic and tell them you're donating to the Save Our Strays Account. Their
phone number is 256-332-2254.

In celebration of the 120th anniversary of Red Bay First Baptist Church,
the homecoming committee is seeking 120 people who will commit to

reading the Bible all the way through in 2022. Please join us in reading and asking
your friends, neighbors, and co-workers to join us in this endeavor. Your life will be
transformed. There are day-by-day reading calendars for January in the church
office. You can also find reading plans on the internet.

The NACOLG SENIORx-Medicine Program is a program for free and
low-cost medications for the uninsured, underinsured, Medicare cov-

erage gap or disability waiting period. For more information, contact NACOLG
SENIORx today. There is no charge for this service. 1-800-AGELINE (1-800-243-
5463). Paula Pardue. 256-389-0529. This program is in partnership with the
Alabama Department of Senior Services and NACOLG Department of Aging
Services.



For updates on news and sports
throughout the week, don’t

forget to check us out on the web at
www.franklinfreepress.net!

Email your event information to us at franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

HOPE’s organized effort draws favorable response from Franklin commissioners
John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

For years, Franklin County Commissioners have heard concerns from citi-
zens about the problem of stray pets in Franklin County.

But there was no organized effort behind the concerns. The need was
there. The concern was there. But the organization wasn’t. 

Now, there’s hope, thanks to HOPE.
HOPE stands for Helping Our Pets Everyday. HOPE Director Laura Bonn

addressed commissioners at their February 14th work session to update
them on progress made since the formation of the non-profit group last fall.

“We are working to get stray dogs out of Franklin County,” Bonn said. “We
get help from Florence and Colbert County but they are overrun. We’ve
shipped 25 dogs so far in 2022. They’ve been taken care of by vets,
spayed/neutered all through donations. And now, we’re asking Franklin
County for help.”

Bonn’s stop at the commission work session was her first of several around
Franklin County. The organization will reach out to each municipality for
assistance because the massive problem of stray and abandoned pets is a
county-wide concern.

“We need land to build a shelter. And we’re asking for help from the coun-
ty and each city,” Bonn said. “We are trying to go into local schools and help
teach children how to take care of an animal.”

HOPE has sent Franklin County strays to adoptive homes in Illinois,
Wisconsin, Minnesota and several other states, with the goal of no Franklin
County dog being euthanized, except in situations where further medical
treatment would not be warranted.

There are multiple ways Franklin County residents can help the new organ-
ization. First, they are encouraged to join. Visit the group’s Facebook page,
HOPE in Franklin County, for information on meetings and group activities.

Second, local volunteers are needed to foster stray dogs in their homes
until such time as the animal is ready to be shipped to his or her new home.
Bonn said there are around two dozen dog foster homes in the county, but
many more are needed.

When HOPE is contacted about a stray dog and takes custody of the ani-
mal, the first step is finding a local foster home until an adoptive home is
found. 

Donations are also needed to pay for vet bills and spaying/neutering of the
animals taken in by HOPE. Donations may be made to Save Our Strays, and

will be used to pay for veterinary care. You can donate through Pay Pal and
using the email friendsofflas@gmail.com, or directly by calling Russellville
Animal Clinic at 256-332-2254.

Bonn told commissioners HOPE plans to create a volunteer program for
local high school students where they can help care for sick or injured ani-
mals and understand first hand about this problem right in their community.

Bonn said her group
also wants to partner with
Franklin County Animal
Control, working together
to solve this long-time
issue.

The county has land
available behind the
Franklin County Jail, at
the Walnut Gate
Road/Herring Crossroads
intersection, and there
has been preliminary dis-
cussion about that land
being used as a shelter
location. The county’s
animal facility, located at
the Franklin County
Landfill, is in need of
replacement, according
to some commissioners.

“In my nine years on
the commission, we’ve
had many people come
in wanting a solution but
nobody was as organized
as you are,”
Commissioner Chris
Wallace said. “We defi-
nitely need some help
and count me in when it
comes to supporting this
effort.”
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COURTESY PHOTO
Miles is one of the 25 dogs rescued and
saved by HOPE for Franklin County so far
this year.
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‘COMMISSION,’ from page 1
the transfer station to Morris Farms Landfill in Hillsboro. Franklin County is

charged $39/ton for household waste to be trucked to Hillsboro.
Hargett is working with LaBella, Inc., a corporation that works with public

and private solid waste clients to help them navigate through the complicat-
ed web of environmental laws and regulations to remain compliant.

Engineers with LaBella have inspected Hargett’s landfill and performed a
site assessment as to what would have to be done for the landfill to qualify
for household waste collection.

Hargett attended the commission’s February 14th work session, along with
Russellville attorney Bob Rogers, to explain to commissioners what they are
trying to do and why they believe it would be beneficial from a cost perspec-
tive to Franklin County and its residents.

“I think it’s a real good thing for Franklin County,” Rogers said. “(If
approved) nothing would go into Franklin Land Management’s landfill that’s
not already collected and going into the Lawrence County Landfill. But the
transportation all the way to Hillsboro would not be necessary. Obviously,
there would be significant savings from the ability to just pull out turn left off
Highway 24 and unload directly into the landfill,” Rogers added.

Rogers stressed to commissioners that if they approve signing the letter
of intent, it would be a non-binding action and would not obligate the coun-
ty in any way. It’s simply the first step of a lengthy ADEM application
process, that would open negotiations between Franklin County and
Franklin Land Management, Rogers said. Rogers and Franklin County
Attorney Roger Bedford, Jr., have been working together on  language for
the proposed letter of intent that would satisfy both parties.

Franklin County Probate Judge Barry Moore asked Rogers if the commis-
sion signs the letter of intent, would that action start some sort of ‘time clock’
that would trigger deadlines for future steps of the process.

Rogers said if commissioners sign the letter of intent, Hargett’s consultant
will submit a plan to Franklin County within 60 days. County officials will
review that plan and the next step would be for Franklin Land Management
to file its permit application. 

After that application is filed, it would come back to the Franklin County
Commission and the next step would be comments and a public hearing
where citizens could ask questions and speak for or against the application.

Rogers said the application process would be around 120 days, plus or
minus, and the permit procedure with ADEM would have a longer time frame
of 12-18 months.

Site preparation for an existing landfill to convert to household waste col-
lection is a lengthy, and expensive process. Among state and federal guide-
lines, the landfill must include:

—an impermeable liner underneath the landfill to protect groundwater.
—leachate collection system to insure collection, treatment and proper dis-

posal of leachate. Leachate is water that has percolated through a landfill
and extracts and deposits potentially environmentally harmful substances in
the process.

—compaction and cover requirements to insure maximum operating effi-
ciency.

—record keeping to document the amount of solid waste disposed of.
In the past, garbage has been a dirty word for Franklin County

Commissioners. From the early 1990s when residents began paying for
garbage collection and could no longer dispose of their own garbage, all the
way to 2008, when some local farmers started using biosolids containing
human waste as fertilizer.

Franklin County residents approved an amendment in 2010 that outlawed
the use of biosolids. 

That’s one reason it’s important for residents to realize the letter of intent
will not obligate the county to do anything. And citizens will have opportuni-
ties to ask questions and voice their concerns as part of the process of
Franklin Land Management’s application.

If Franklin Land Management successfully obtains a permit for a Municipal

Solid Waste Landfill, county officials would have several options related to
the Franklin County Landfill. 

It could continue to remain open for industrial waste and/or construction
and demolition waste collection or it could be closed completely. Franklin
County Solid Waste Department employees would still collect garbage from
county addresses, though, as garbage collection in Red Bay and Russellville
would continue.

The difference would be where that household waste is disposed of. 
For many years, household waste in Franklin County was placed in the old

landfills behind  Town Hill Truck Stop and at the current county landfill. That
household waste was capped and covered up. When regulations for solid
waste landfills changed, the county began storing it in a transfer station
before it was transported out of county.

“Everyone knows it’s cheaper to dispose of something locally than to haul
it to nearly Decatur,” Rogers said. “It’s something we already have here. It’s
not like the human waste coming in unapproved and being handled with no
oversight.

“We already have our household waste. We’re already dealing with the
exact same waste. It won’t be anything new as to what’s being handled. And
it has to be disposed of according to strict state and federal regulations,” he
added.

PUBLIC NOTICE
In accordance with the Alabama Abandoned Motor Vehicle Act,

Alabama Code Sections 32-13-1 through 32-13-8, the following motor
vehicle will be sold for cash at 10:30 a.m., on  April 13, 2022, at M&N

Wrecker & Service Center, 11833 Hwy. 43 South, Russellville, Al, 35653.
Seller reserves the right to reject any bid and the right to bid. 

2004 Dodge Intrepid SE
vin 2B3HD46R44H637979

JOB OPPORTUNITY
GENERAL NOTICE ANNOUNCEMENT

CITY OF RUSSELLVILLE

PATROL OFFICER – POLICE DEPARTMENT 

DEFINITION OF JOB: Patrols a designated sector of the city of Russellville and responds
to complaints.  Serves warrants and subpoenas and testifies in court.  Provides traffic

control assistance.  Performs dispatching duties.  Performs other police related duties as
required.

REQUIRED KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS AND ABILITIES:
Knowledge of:  the city buildings and street system of Russellville; city, state and federal
laws; court procedures; department rules, regulations and procedures; maintenance and
use of weapons; radio codes, surveillance equipment and legal procedures involved with

illegal drug cases.
Ability to:   operate a motor vehicle; read; safely fire a weapon; communicate on tele-

phone and radio; generate written documents such as reports and tickets; bend, crouch;
stretch; stretch; walk; run; respond to emergency situations on short notice when off-

duty; and do the essential functions of the job as directed in this description.
Verbal skills to communicate factual information to co-workers, supervisors, general pub-
lic and court personnel.  Reading skills to read and understand rules, regulations policies
and procedures, writing skills to clearly, accurately, and neatly complete routine reports

and other paperwork.  Math skills to perform basic calculations.  Listening skills to
receive radio call, take complains, and interview witness.

Ability to use a computer as needed for data entry, word processing reports and inves-
tigative strategies.

Willingness to:  work overtime, irregular hours, weekends and holidays; travel and attend
seminars and workshops.

Ability to do the essential functions of the job as directed in this description.

QUALIFICATIONS and SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS:
Possession of a high school diploma or GED

Minimum of 21 years of age
Must meet or exceed the minimum requirements established by the State of Alabama

Peace Officers Standards and Training Commission
Possession of a valid Alabama Drivers License

Possess the ability to obtain an Alabama Police Academy diploma or its equiva-
lent

 Ability to wear appropriate uniforms and safety equipment.
 Ability to work nonstandard hours and emergency call-backs.

 Ability to travel as required.

THE CITY OF RUSSELLVILLE IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER.  ALL QUALIFIED
APPLICANTS WILL RECEIVE CONSIDERATION WITHOUT REGARD TO RACE, RELIGION,
COLOR, SEX, NATIONAL ORIGIN, POLITICAL AFFILIATION, DISABILITY, OR ANY OTHER
NON-MERIT FACTOR.  THE CITY OF RUSSELLVILLE ENCOURAGES APPLICATIONS FOR

POSITIONS IN ALL PROTECTIVE SERVICE DEPARTMENTS FROM WOMEN IN AN
ATTEMPT TO INCREASE THEIR REPRESENTATION IS PROTECTIVE SERVICE DEPART-

MENTS.

Applications and copies of the Job Descriptions may be obtained at the Russellville City
Hall, Office of the Mayor, 304 North Jackson Avenue.  Applications submitted to the

Russellville Civil Service Board less than one year ago remain active.  Those individuals
need not reapply in order to receive consideration for this appointment.  Applications

must be returned no later than March 7, 2022 by U.S. Mail to:

Pay Range is from $31,948.80 - $49,275.20.

The Russellville Civil Service Board
P. O. Box 308

Russellville, AL  35653

The appointees will be required to successfully complete a physical examination includ-
ing drug and alcohol screening prior to employment.
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‘REB,’ from page 1

Send your guest columns, recipes,
cartoon panels, letters to the editor
and other creative submissions to

franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

And don’t forget to check us out
online at www.franklinfreepress.net!

utility bills.
The trespass notice also stated Jackson was “not to have any contact with

any employee of the Russellville Electric Board, Russellville Gas Board and
Russellville Water and Sewer Board,” and that any violation of the notice
would result in Jackson being criminally prosecuted.

The notice, signed by Canida and the managers of the Gas Board and
Water and Sewer Board, directed Jackson to “make provision to remit pay-
ment for your utility service via electronic transmission.”

Russellville Utilities charges customers an additional $12.80/month to
make payments online, something Canida did not address in the trespass
notice to Jackson.

Jackson, along with a friend who recorded their entry into Russellville
Utilities, went Thursday morning and paid his bill without incident. Jackson
said he did not see Canida while he was there.

Jackson, who contends the trespass notice was unlawful because it bans
him from a public building where Russellville residents go to pay their utility
bills, said he had not been in the building since he retired so there was no
reason he should have been banned from entering it.

Jackson acknowledged an incident with Russellville City Councilman Gary
Cummings ‘a day or two’ prior to his being served with the trespass notice,
where Jackson made some comments to Cummings about the city council’s
decision to transfer management of the Russellville Parks and Recreation
Department to Russellville City Schools. The council took that action in late
July 2019.

Jackson said the conversation took place at the Chevron on Highway 24
West, which is not in the Russellville City limits.

“I told him that he sure made a lot of people happy when they turned over
park and rec to the schools,” Jackson said. “There was no argument between
us and that’s all that was said.”

A records check with the Russellville Police Department shows there was
no incident report filed that related to Jackson until September of 2019, when
Cummings filed two reports with RPD. No criminal charges came out of those
reports.

The Franklin Free Press spoke with a witness to the incident at the Chevron
and that witness ‘did not recall any heated or threatening words’ being

exchanged.
Jackson ran for Russellville City Council District Three, Cummings’ seat, in

2016, but Cummings won the election over his two challengers without a
runoff.

The Franklin Free Press attempted multiple times to contact Cummings
Tuesday for comment, but efforts to reach him were unsuccessful.

The criminal charge against Jackson was initiated by Canida, and
Cummings had no involvement in that process.

In December, a RPD officer came to Jackson’s home after Canida filed a
police report alleging  Jackson came onto private property to take photos of
him and REB employees cutting trees at a residence on North Jackson
Avenue.

RPD Investigator Jake Tompkins looked at the photos Jackson had taken
and determined they were taken from the roadway and not on private prop-
erty. Therefore, there was no evidence of Jackson harassing anyone and no
charges were filed.

After that incident, Jackson said he believed Canida was targeting him with
harassment.

“I want people to know.
I’m tired of it. Why would a
manager go down there
and tell the police a lie just
to try and get me locked
up? I want someone to
answer that. I’m not stupid.
If I said something to him
he would have had me
locked up and I know that.
This is just not right, and
people need to know,”
Jackson said in December.

A records check with the
Franklin County Sheriff’s
Department showed that
no report was ever made
about any alleged incident
involving Jackson at the
Highway 24 Chevron.

Jackson said he’s never
been arrested before
Tuesday and his only
involvement with the court
system was a traffic ticket. A records check of Alabama state courts
showed no criminal history for Jackson.

Jackson said he has contacted an attorney about representing him in the
criminal trespass case as well as looking into whether his civil rights were
violated.

Canida has alleged Jackson to have threatened prior managers, pulled a
gun on a co-worker in the utility office parking lot and brought a rattlesnake
into the office when he was an employee. 

Jackson denies these allegations, other than admitting he once drove
through the drive-thru at Russellville Utilities with a dead rattlesnake that he
showed to employees inside the building. 

There were no police reports, arrests, suspensions or disciplinary actions
taken against Jackson by Canida for any of his alleged conduct.

“If I pulled a gun on a co-worker, I would have been arrested and fired. They
have video outside the building. If I had threatened a manager, I would have
been fired. That never happened,” Jackson said.



For daily updates on news and sports, don’t forget to check
us out on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!

JOB OPPORTUNITY

Kitchen Help Needed.
Full-time or part-time.

Pilgrim’s Place
Barbecue. Call 256-
332-1007 or apply in

person.
Looking for someone
to hang a ceiling fan
on a 20 foot ceiling.

(256)-320-6833.

FOR FREE

60-Gallon Gas Hot
Water Heater FREE.

Must pick-up. Located
in Russellville. Call

256-436-5908.

FOR SALE

GE Washer/Dryer For
Sale. Dryer is like

new, great condition.
Washer needs minor
repair. Both for $150.
Call 256-398-8158 or
come by 911 Adams

St., Russellville

Cub Cadet Riding
Mower for sale. 50”
cutting deck. 23 HP.
$825. Call 256-668-

2584.

1998 Ford F150 Truck
For Sale. $1,600. Call

256-668-2584.

1992 Chevrolet
Silverado Z71 Rear

End for sale. $300. 4-
Wheel Clutch $150.

Drive Shaft $100. Call
256-668-2584.

Trailer and house on
3.75 acres of land.

905 Railsplitter Road
in Phil Campbell. Call

(574)-214-6074 for
more information! 

Eight dog crates for
sale. Call (256)-332-

0205 for sizes and
price.

2 Deer hunting climb-
ing stands, 6 deer

hunting ladder stands.
Call (256)-332-0205

for prices.

Coffee table with
wooden top. $50. Call

(256)-332-0205.

Large two-door oak
wardrobe with

shelves. $225. Call
(256)-332-0205.

Nice gentleman’s
chest. Brown wood.

$225. Call (256)-332-
0205.

Cemetery plot for sale
at Franklin Memory
Gardens, Waterloo

Road in Russellville.
Located on Prayer
Side of Cemetery.

$1200. Call 256-668-
7004.

Two women’s bicy-
cles, rode very little.
$40 each for them.

(256)-324-2407

FOR RENT

1 BR Apartment For
Rent. Furnished.
Private Entrance,

Patio. Call 256-332-
5081 or 256-627-

1916. (1)

2 BR Apartment For
Rent. Large Yard.

Covered Patio,
Central Air. Call 256-
332-5081 or 256-627-

1916. (1)

Franklin Free Press
Classified Rates
Yard Sale Rates:
FREE, Deadline
Monday at Noon;

Real Estate-Homes,
acreage, lots for sale

or rent. $25 for six
consecutive weeks.
Up to 40 words per
ad; Vehicles, Boats,
RVs, Motorcycles for
sale. $15 for six con-
secutive weeks. Up to
25 words per ad; Pets
For Sale only $10 for

six consecutive
weeks. Up to 25

words  per ad; Free of
Charge: Lost &

Found, Giveaways,
and Items Under

$100 (Private Parties
Only).15-word limit;

Commercial
Classified Rates: $25

for Businesses, 15
words or less for six

weeks. Ads exceeding
word limit add $10
per additional 15

words. The number in
parentheses repre-
sents the number of

times the ad has
appeared. Call us at

256-332-0255 to
place, cancel or
renew your ad.

Payment is required
in advance of publica-

tion for ads.

ALASCAN

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SPONSOR AN
Exchange student!

Enjoy another culture
from the comfort of

your own home. Make
a difference in your

community. Change a
student’s life! 1-678-

745-8081.

SERVICES  

BEST SATELLITE TV
with 2 Year price

Guarantee!
$59.99/mo. with 190

Channels and 3
months free premium
movie channels! Free
next day installation!
Call 1-855-943-1314.

PLACE STATEWIDE
Ads in over 100

Newspapers, reach-
ing over 1 million

readers each week!
Run your ad in our

Classified Network for
just $210 per week!
Make one call to this

newspaper (participat-
ing Alascan newspa-

per) or call 1-800-
264-7043 to find out

how easy it is to
advertise statewide!

INSTRUCTION

ONLINE PHARMACY
Technician Training
New Students Only.

Call & Press 1.
Financial Aid

Available for those
who qualify. 100%

Online Courses. Call
1-844-359-2283.

INSURANCE  

AUTO INSURANCE
Starting at $49/month!
Call for your Free rate

comparison to see
how much you can

save! Please call: 1-
855-408-7970 for
more information!

LOWEST PRICES on
Health Insurance. We
have the best rates
from top companies!
See how much you

can save, Call now at
1-844-335-8693 for
more information!

SAVE BIG on Home
Insurance! Compare

20 A-rated insurance
companies. Let us do
the shopping & save
you time & money.
Get a quote within

minutes. Average sav-
ings of $444/year!

Call 1-888-674-0779.
(M-F 8am-8pm

Central)

HEALTH/BEAUTY 

A PLACE For Mom
has helped over a
million families find
senior living. Our

trusted, local advisors
help find solutions to
your unique needs at
no cost to you. Call 1-

205-855-2004.

ATTENTION: VIA-
GRA and Cialis

Users! A cheaper
alternative to high

drugstore prices! 50
Pill Special- $99 +

Free Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. Call

Now: 1-855-382-4115.

NOTICE
Home-Health Caregiver

Compassionate, available home-health caregiv-
er in Russellville area looking to take care of a
senior citizen. Please call or text (908)-220-2531

or email to sonetas333@hotmail.com

RECEPTIONIST/NURSING
ASST. NEEDED

For busy medical office. Medical
terminology and computer skills

preferred.

Send resume to: The Kuberg Clinic,
P.O. Box 1224, Russellville, Al,

35653.

Or drop off at 15225 Highway 43
North, Russellville.

Or email to 

kubergklinic@hotmail.com.

Or fax to 256-331-9530.



See ʻGOLDEN TIGERS,  ̓page 13
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THARPTOWN - Most smaller schools might
have one or two athletic scholarship signees in
one calendar year.  But to have three in one
week? That’s virtually unheard of.

But for Tharptown High School, last week was
very fruitful for the athletic program as three sen-
iors put pen to paper to extend their academic and
athletic careers at the next level by signing schol-
arships.

Taylor Cameron, Jaiden Gaston, and Gracie
Montgomery each signed a letter of intent with
three different community colleges in Alabama
and Mississippi as their time as Wildcats draws to
a close.

For Cameron, who signed on to play softball with
Meridian Community College in  Meridian,
Mississippi, the opportunity to continue playing the
game that has become such a major part of her
life is the dream of a lifetime.

“I visited many other colleges but when I visited
Meridian I immediately felt welcomed and appreci-
ated.  As soon as I stepped foot on campus, I
knew it was the one. Then when I met the coach-
es and teammates and saw how amazing the pro-
gram truly was, that really drove it home for me,”
Cameron said. “Playing college softball is actually
a dream come true for me. After all the freezing
cold games, blood, sweat, and tears it finally paid

off.”
Cameron, who plays third base and also pitches

for the Lady Wildcats, has been a staple of the
Tharptown softball program since her seventh
grade year.

And as her final year donning the white and blue
uniforms begins to come to a close, the coming
weeks and months are sure to be filled with bitter-
sweet moments along the way.

“Honestly on signing day, I had many mixed
emotions. I was happy and sad but I knew that this
would be the start of my new, exciting journey,”
Cameron said. “And being able to sign in the same
week with girls I have known since I was young,
was a really emotional thing for me. But I cannot
wait to see them succeed in their new journeys.”

As for Gaston, she became the first student-ath-
lete to sign a volleyball scholarship in Tharptown
history. After she graduates, Gaston will head to
Pearl River Community College in Poplarville,
Mississippi to continue her volleyball career.

While she knew that she wanted to continue
playing volleyball at the next level, Gaston initially
wasn’t sure that Pearl River was where she want-
ed to call home next year.

But after meeting her future teammates and
coaches, everything eventually fell into place for
the senior Wildcat.

“When I first went down to visit the campus, I

Signs of success
Staff reports

After losing perhaps their three biggest bats
(including Class 5A Hitter of the Year Jackson
Lindsey) from last year’s state championship
team, Russellville seemed destined to take a step
back at the plate in 2022.

Evidently, someone neglected to tell the Golden
Tigers.

Russellville banged out nine extra-base hits
(including home runs by twin brothers Casen and
Brayden Heaps) on Saturday afternoon at
Randolph, rolling to a season-opening 16-5 rout of
the Raiders.

Seven different players had at least one extra-
base hit for the Golden Tigers (1-0), and ten differ-
ent players scored at least one run. Casen Heaps,
the team’s junior centerfielder, led the way with a
career day at the plate, finishing 4-for-5 with a two-
run homer, two doubles, four RBIs, three runs
scored and two stolen bases.

Brayden Heaps added a three-run homer, his
first as a varsity player, and senior shortstop Eli
Gipson went 2-for-4 with a double and three RBIs.

Russellville shared the load on the mound as
well, where six different pitchers worked one
inning apiece and combined for 11 strikeouts and
only one walk.

The Golden Tigers got things going at the plate
in the top of the first, jumping out to a 3-0 lead on
RBI doubles by Casen Heaps, Canyon Pace and
Ethan Oliver. Randolph responded with a pair of
RBI doubles off Russellville ace Emitt Green in the
bottom half, trimming the lead to 3-2. Green struck

Golden Tigers open
2022 season with 
rout of Randolph

COURTESY PHOTOS
Gaston, left, and Cameron, right, joined Gracie Montgomery last week as the latest Wildcat ath-
letes to put pen to paper and sign athletic scholarships. Gaston will continue her volleyball
career with Pearl River Community College while Cameron will play softball for Meridian
Community College.
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For updates on news and sports throughout the week, don’t
forget to check us out on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!
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Chucky Mullins scholarship 
camp to be held March 12

Submitted to the FFP

The 2nd Annual Chucky Mullins Scholarship Committee Football Camp will
be held Saturday, March 12, 2022, at Russellville High School Stadium.

The event is organized and sponsored by the RHS Class of 1988, the year
Mullins graduated.

Age divisions include Youth Camp (ages 8-12), from 9-11 a.m., Football
Camp (ages 12 and up) from 1-3 p.m., Special Olympic/Field Day for
Students with Disabilities, 11:30-12:30 p.m. 

Fees are $65 per child through March 1, and $75 until March 12. Special
Olympic/Field Day cost is $20 per child.

The price includes a dri-fit shirt, photos, lunch and camp participation.
Prizes will be awarded in each group.

For tickets visit www.cms1988.com/football-camp. 
Guest athletes taking part in the camp include former Alabama running

back Bo Scarbrough, former Auburn wide receiver Sammie Coates, and for-
mer Ole Miss players Jerrell Powe and Jamarca Sanford.

Funds from the camp will go towards the scholarships given out to RHS
graduates to continue their education.

Following the camp, the committee will host an evening of Forever Golden,
where community members and Ole Miss alumni will share stories of Chucky
and what he means to our community. This event will be at Doe’s Eat Place
in downtown Russellville, beginning at 6 p.m.

To RSVP, visit tinyurl.com/CMS1988 or call Deedra Moore at 256-412-5659
or Skye Hamilton at 256-398-0186.
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Swinney, strong pitching power
Bobcats to opening day sweep

See ʻBOBCATS,  ̓page 15

out two and walked none, allowing three hits.
The Golden Tigers came right back with three more runs in the top of the

second. Andrew Hatton was hit by a pitch and scored on a double by leadoff
man Grayson Thorpe. Casen Heaps then delivered his second RBI double of
the day and later scored on the back end of a double-steal attempt to make
it 6-2.

Junior Banks Langston (1-0) breezed through a one-two-three bottom of
the second on just six pitches, and Russellville broke open the game with
four runs in the top of the third. Gipson drove in a run with a double, and
Brayden Heaps launched a three-run homer to right to stretch the lead to 10-
2.

Senior Samuel Pace struck out two batters in a one-two-three bottom of the
third, and the Golden Tigers tacked on four more runs in the top of the fourth.
The inning was highlighted by Gipson’s two-run single and Karson Hyde’s
RBI double.

Randolph scored two runs (one unearned) in the bottom of the fourth off
junior lefty Logan White, who recorded all three outs on strikeouts. The
Raiders scored their final run of the day on a solo homer by John Michael
Schmitz in the bottom of the fifth, but reliever Brayden Spurgeon retired the
other three batters he faced, including two on strikeouts.

Casen Heaps capped off Russellville’s big day at the plate in the top of the
sixth with his third career varsity homer, a two-run shot to center that made
it 16-5. Heaps’ first two career home runs came last season in the playoffs.

Brayden Heaps finished off things on the mound with a scoreless bottom of
the sixth, striking out one and allowing one hit.

Gipson’s multi-hit game on Saturday was the 13th of his Golden Tiger
career. Hyde also had two hits, going 2-for-2 with an RBI double and a run.
Thorpe was 1-for-3 with an RBI double and two runs scored, and Oliver went
1-for-2 with an RBI double, two walks and two runs scored.

Shayden Romans was 1-for-3 with two runs scored, and Pace, Hatton and
Brayden Heaps also had one hit apiece. Reed Hill and Nathan Brockway
each walked and scored a run. The Golden Tigers finished with 14 hits as a
team.

Staff reports

Coming off a dominant 40-win season that culminated in a Class 3A state
championship, Phil Campbell picked up where it left off with a pair of blowout
wins over Lamar County and Colbert County in Saturday’s 2022 Opening
Day doubleheader.

Senior shortstop Mason Swinney, a University of Alabama signee and the
state’s No. 3 overall prospect according to Perfect Game USA, started things
off with a bang in the opener against the Bulldogs—well, make
that two bangs. Swinney launched a pair of two-run homers (the 10th and
11th dingers of his varsity career) and finished 3-for-3 with five RBIs and four
runs scored as the Bobcats cruised to a 15-1 rout.

In game two against Colbert County, Swinney and Hunter Baker each had
a two-run double to key a nine-run fourth inning as Phil Campbell (2-0) broke
open a tight game and rolled to an 11-1 win.

Senior pitcher Cole Pace was sharp on the mound in game one, holding
Lamar County to just one hit in four scoreless innings. He struck out four and
walked none, throwing 36 of his 56 pitches for strikes.

Swinney was one of three different Bobcats to collect three hits against the
Bulldogs. Senior leadoff man Sage Raper went 3-for-4 with three runs
scored, and Kyle Pace was 3-for-4 with a double, an RBI and two runs
scored.

After Cole Pace notched a pair of strikeouts in the top of the first, Phil
Campbell went right to work with three runs in the bottom half. Raper singled,
Bryant Anthony drew a walk, and Swinney delivered his 102nd career RBI
with a single to center. Kyle Pace added an RBI single later in the frame, and
Cole Pace drove in a run with a groundout to make it 3-0.

Pace struck out two more Bulldog batters in the top of the second, and the
Bobcats took control with four runs in the bottom half. Anthony, a second-
team All-State selection at catcher by the ASWA as a sophomore last sea-
son, delivered an RBI single to make it 4-0. Swinney, who blasted eight home
runs in 2021 on his way to earning Class 3A Player of the Year honors, fol-
lowed with a two-run shot to left to make it 6-0. Kyle Pace later doubled and
scored on an RBI single by Eli Taylor.

Phil Campbell broke the game wide open with six runs in the third. Anthony
and Cole Pace each drew a bases-loaded walk in the inning, and Jacob
Barnwell drove in a run with a sac fly.
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was a little nervous because it was so far away from home. But once I met

the players and my coaches, I knew that it was the place I wanted to be,”
Gaston said. “They really welcomed me with open arms and made me feel
at home.”

During her time on the court for the Lady Wildcats, Gaston mostly suited
up as the middle hitter for the volleyball team.

Notching the first scholarship in program history, Gaston will be what
Tharptown hopes is the first in a long line of future collegiate volleyball play-
ers coming up in the program.

Gaston hopes that by setting the benchmark as the first scholarship vol-
leyball player for Tharptown, will start a trend and serve as an inspiration for
future players and generations to come.

“It’s kind of crazy to me to be able to be the first player to sign a volleyball
scholarship in our history. It means a lot to me and I just want other people
and younger players to realize that it is possible as long as you try your
hardest,” Gaston said.

To the casual sports fan, Gracie Montgomery is probably best known for
her contributions on the basketball court.

Serving as the veteran leader for a Wildcat team that this year brought
home the first county title
in program history,
Montgomery has left her
mark on a rather solid
Wildcat basketball pro-
gram.

But basketball takes a
backseat when it comes
to which sport she’ll be
playing collegiately.

A decorated cross
country runner,
Montgomery will contin-
ue her running career at
Calhoun Community
College this fall.

The cross country pro-
gram at Tharptown is a
relative new one and
before last week, had yet
to produce a college run-
ner

Montgomery suited up
for the team in its first
season and after hitting
some bumpy spots and
ironing out the kinks, she
slowly started realizing
her talent for the sport. 

But it wasn’t until her
final season where she
realized her true running
potential.

“Coach Brown talked to
the cross country coach-
es at Calhoun before I
could. And then they
invited me later on they
invited me to the campus
and offered me a schol-
arship when I came down there,” Montgomery said. “I didn’t realize that I
actually had the potential to run in college until my senior year. My first
year was the first year that Tharptown actually had a cross country pro-
gram. So that first year, none of our times were right. But as we went
along, we started getting more accurate times and my slowest time was
27 minutes and then I got my time down to 22 minutes this year. And
that’s when I realized I could do it.”

To be a part of the busiest signing week in Tharptown athletic history,
Montgomery says that it is a moment that will leave a lasting impact for both
the girls and the school as well.

And for her, the hard work and dedication that she has put in over the
course of her high school career has finally come to fruition.

“Jaiden and I are the first scholarship recipients for our sports and then to
be able to sign with Taylor, that’s pretty special for us and the school too,”
Montgomery said. “It’s surreal. I didn’t think that I would be able to do some-
thing like this. But I put in the work and thankfully, I’m getting to live my
dream.”

COURTESY PHOTO
Montgomery, above, is primarily known for her
athletic achievements on the basketball court.
But after whittling her race time down to 22 min-
utes, she was able to secure a cross country
scholarship to Calhoun Community College.
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Swinney capped off the scoring in the bottom of the fourth with his second

home run, following up a single by Raper with a two-run blast to center to
make it 15-0. Swinney, who entered this season sporting an eye-popping
1.211 career OPS, recorded his 15th three-hit game as a varsity Bobcat.

Anthony finished Saturday’s opener 1-for-2 with two walks and two RBIs.
Taylor was 1-for-2 with an RBI, and Cole Pace drove in two runs. Baker
walked twice and scored twice, and Noah Raper scored three runs.

Senior left-hander Cam Habada dominated Colbert County in game two,
needing just three innings to match his career-high with eight strikeouts.
Habada (1-0) held the Indians to just one hit and no runs, walking three.
Taylor worked the final two innings in relief, allowing one earned run on three
hits. He struck out two and walked one.

Habada recorded two strikeouts in the top of the first, three more in the sec-
ond and three more in the third, working around a walk and a single to keep
the game scoreless. The Bobcats got on the board in the bottom of the third,
taking advantage of a hit batter and three walks to take a 1-0 lead.

Colbert County stranded two runners against Taylor in the top of the fourth,
and then Phil Campbell put together six hits and four walks to score nine runs
in the bottom half. Sage Raper had an RBI single and a sac fly in the big
inning, and Swinney and Baker each had a two-run double.

Swinney finished 1-for-2 in game two, also drawing a walk and getting hit
by a pitch. He went 4-for-5 on the day with two homers and a double, boost-
ing his career triple-slash line to .436/.540/.704 (batting average/OBP/slug-
ging).

Baker was 2-for-3 against Colbert County with two RBIs, and Habada went
1-for-2 with two walks and two runs. Anthony also walked twice and scored
twice, and Cody Quinn drew three walks and scored two runs.

Taylor was 1-for-2 with an RBI and a run, and Sage Raper was 1-for-3 with
two RBIs and a run. Kyle Pace went 1-for-3 with a walk.
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