
Almaden Art & Wine
Festival will not take
place this year

By William Bellou
Publisher 

T
he Almaden Valley Women’s
Club announced that it will
not be producing the annual

Almaden Art & Wine Festival this
year. Instead, the club announced
the dates for its 2nd Annual Virtu‐
al 5k Art & Wine Community Event
which will be held June 26 – July 3,
2022.

While facilities have opened this
year, the announcement came too
late for the club to fully commit to
the event and apply for the neces‐
sary grants in order to support the
festival. 

“We understand the importance
of the Festival as a community
event,” said President, Beth Swartz.
“However, at the beginning of the
year we were unsure of the feasi‐
bility of the event and decided to
focus instead on a hybrid commu‐
nity event.” 

Virtual 5k a success
Last year the group hosted its first

Virtual 5k along with two other com‐
munity events. Those events raised
more than $40,000 which the club
was able to give back to the San Jose
and Almaden communities in the
form of grants and scholarships.

Denise Myrick, VP of Fundrais‐
ing, points out that while the Virtu‐
al 5k event is not on the scale of the
Festival, it still speaks to the mis‐
sion of the women’s club. “The vir‐
tual 5k is an opportunity to bring
the community together by getting
outside and walking or running on
one of our suggested routes,” she
says. “In addition, we continue to
support our community through the
grants and scholarships as well as
involving the artists in our com‐
munity to be part of our virtual art
show and our young artists to sub‐
mit artwork for our annual logo con‐

test.”
The 2nd annual Virtual 5k Art &

Wine Community event is being

kicked off now with the annual 2022
logo contest. One winner and two
finalists’ logos will be selected from

submissions by eligible students.
The final logo will be featured on
the club’s yearly commemorative
wine glass, the 5k t‐shirt and swag
bag, and all 2022 marketing mate‐
rials. For more information on the
logo contest, please visit www.
almadenwomen.org/logo‐contest.

The Virtual 5k is a fun family event
that the entire community can par‐
ticipate in from June 26 – July 3. Sug‐
gested routes will be provided or
participants can use their own route.
Because it is virtual, the event will
be open to everyone providing for a
larger registration and funds to be
raised for our community. As always,
AVWC is committed to fundraising
and community service, and 100%
of our proceeds are awarded to local
schools and charities.

For details about this 2022 com‐
munity event or if you would like
to donate, please visit www.
almadenwomen.org or email: avw‐
cmarketing@gmail.com.
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Nearly half of 
Silicon Valley 
children need 
supportive services to
survive SEE PAGE 4

Kirigin Cellars –
one of the oldest
Wineries located
in California 
SEE PAGE 16

Narika to the rescue
Domestic violence agency combats
increased abusive situations due to

lockdowns – SEE PAGE 11

Bret Harte 8th
Grade Boys 
Basketball team
captures San Jose
Middle School
Athletic League
Championship
Bret Harte finishes
the season with a
perfect 8‑0

By Zachary Green
Special to the Times

T
he Bret Harte 8th Grade
Boys Basketball team
held off Covid and

opponents to capture the San
Jose Middle School Athletic
League Championship.  

The Broncos knocked off
rival Willow Glen 60‐40 to
capture the title Feb. 10. 

Bret Harte finished the sea‐
son a perfect 8‐0.

First year Head Coach Dan
Matsuoka was amazed at not
just the basketball skill but
the attitude the boys had
throughout the season.  

"I'm really proud of our
See BRET HARTE, page 7

SEE OUR LISTINGS OF LOCAL REALTORS, CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING AND HOME IMPROVEMENT ADVERTISEMENTS INSIDE THE BACK COVER

Pictured is Bronco’s starting point
guard Eric John Wong with first
year Head Coach Dan Matsuoka.

Almaden Valley Women’s Club announces 2nd
Annual Virtual 5k Art & Wine Community Event

Denise Myrick and Stephanie Christierson getting ready to participate in last
year's Virtual 5k.

Annual logo 
contest now open 
for submissions   

By Beth Swartz
Special to the Times

T
he Almaden Valley Wo‐
men’s Club announces
that the annual Aca‐

demic and Service Scholarship
application is now open to eli‐
gible high school seniors in
the 95118, 95120 and 95123
zip codes.

The Almaden Valley Wo‐
men’s Club has a motto: “Friend‐
ship through Service.” Communi‐
ty service is very important to the
membership and is one of the cri‐
teria for the scholarship. 

Students are asked to present
an essay detailing projects or vol‐
unteer hours which helped

improve their communities. Eligi‐
ble high school seniors in the
95118, 95120, and 95123 zip codes
are invited to apply. The deadline
to submit an application is March
31, 2022. The scholarship appli‐
cation can be found at www.
almadenwomen.org/scholarships 

Annual logo contest open
The Almaden Valley Women’s

Club also sponsors a logo con‐
test and would like to invite art
students between the ages of
11‐18 enrolled in a public, pri‐
vate, or home school program
in the 95118, 95120 and 95123
zip codes to participate in the
2022 annual Logo Contest. The
logo contest is happening now
and the winning artwork will be
used on t‐shirts and other pro‐
motional materials for the club’s
community events in 2022.
The club will select one winner

and two finalist logos from the sub‐
missions. For more information on
the logo content, please visit:
www.almadenwomen.org/logo‐
contest Entries are due on Thurs‐
day, March 31, 2022.

AVWC Scholarship 2021 recipients: Trenton Jiang
and Quinn Ruiz. This year’s scholarship applica-
tions must be received by March 31.

Scholarship applications available for eligible high school seniors
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Booster mandate 
ebbs as Omicron 
case rates decrease

S
an José Mayor Sam Liccardo
announced Feb. 24 a proposal
to change the booster man‐

date for public entry on all city‐
owned facilities, including the SAP
Center, Convention Center, and
historic theaters, in response to
the recent decline of Omicron vari‐
ant COVID‐19 cases. 

Mayor Liccardo proposed an end

to the current booster mandate for
the public entering city‐owned
facilities, while continuing exist‐
ing testing requirements in com‐
pliance with state law. He also stip‐
ulated criteria should be estab‐
lished to provide the public and
organizations advance notice of
potential future health mandates
based on public health guidance.

The Mayor states, “The boost‐
er mandate served its purpose dur‐
ing the Omicron surge, by encour‐
aging attendees and visitors in pub‐
lic buildings to protect themselves
and each other during the period
when our ICU’s faced the greatest
stress of rising hospitalizations.
While this surge has run its course,
we must remain vigilant about the
next one.”

San José continues to have the
highest vaccination rate of any
major U.S. city with more than 90%
of residents over five years old
having received at least two doses. 

The current booster mandate at
city‐owned buildings has served its
purpose in dramatically reducing
risk of hospitalizations, as evidence
continues to show the efficacy of
boosters reducing hospitalizations
by 78% and substantial illness by
66%. However, according to the
FDA, the effectiveness of boosters
does diminish with time. 

The City will continue to work
with public health experts, venue
operators and the community to
establish objective thresholds and
ensure clear expectations are pro‐
vided about future mandates when
necessary. 

Driver dies in
solo accident on
Almaden
Expressway 

S
an Jose Police officers re‐
sponded to the area of Alm‐
aden Expressway and Cole‐

man Avenue for a solo vehicle traf‐
fic collision on Feb. 19 at 5:48 a.m. 

According to police, a 2014
Infiniti sedan was traveling south‐
bound on Almaden Expressway
at a high rate of speed when it left
the roadway and traveled onto
the center median of the express‐
way. The vehicle struck a tree

head on. The solo adult male driv‐
er was pronounced deceased at
the scene. 

This is the 15th fatal collision,
and 16th victim of 2022.

Anyone with information on this
investigation is urged to contact
Detective Aldinger #4183 of the
San José Police Department's Traf‐
fic Investigations Unit at 408‐277‐
4654.

Submit crime tips and remain
anonymous by using the P3TIPS
mobile app, calling the tip line at
(408) 947‐STOP, or on www.
svcrimestoppers.org. If the infor‐
mation you submit leads to an
arrest, you are eligible for a cash
reward from the Silicon Valley
Crime Stoppers Program.
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N O T E B O O K

By Lorraine Gabbert
Article courtesy of San José Spotlight

S
ilicon Valley households with children are strug‐
gling to make ends meet, and the data is eye‐
opening.

Joint Venture Silicon Valley recently released its
2022 Silicon Valley Index, shedding light on the stark
challenges these families face. In Santa Clara and San
Mateo counties, approximately 46% of children live
in households that don’t earn enough money to cover
basic needs, the study said.

Russell Hancock, CEO of Joint Venture Silicon Val‐
ley and president of the Silicon Valley Institute of
Regional Studies, said these families wouldn’t sur‐
vive without assistance.

“It’s staggering, he told San José Spotlight. “Here
we are, in the world’s most wealthy region, but almost
half our children are living in households that aren’t
self‐sufficient.”

In Silicon Valley, Hancock said 244,000 of 534,000
children, or more than 45%, live in households below
the standard of living. The majority of these chil‐
dren—51%—are Latino, while 25% are Asian Pacif‐
ic Islander. Costs add up with needed additional hous‐
ing, food, clothing, school and day care, he said.

Joint Venture defines Silicon Valley as Santa Clara,
San Mateo and Santa Cruz counties, and part of Alame‐
da County including Fremont. The report’s data comes
from a variety of sources, including the census and
California’s Employment Development Department.

Officials from Joint Venture Silicon Valley, which
analyzes regional issues affecting the economy and
quality of life, found wealth disparity is growing.
While jobs are back to pre‐pandemic levels in the
region, income inequality has widened, inflation has
skyrocketed and housing prices have soared.

Nearly 33% of all Silicon Valley households do not
earn enough money to meet their most basic needs
without assistance, according to the study, com‐
pared with 30% in San Francisco and 32% in the
general Bay Area. Households with children head‐
ed by limited‐English speakers face the greatest
struggles, with an estimated nine out of 10 living
below self‐sufficiency levels. This includes 87% of
Latina single mothers and 82% of families with four
or more children. Hancock said in Silicon Valley, a

couple without children needs to make a minimum
of $18.54 per hour per adult to be self‐sufficient, but
it would barely cover a small apartment and basic
needs.

In 2021, a family of four with two school‐aged
children would have to earn $33.13 per hour per
adult to meet its basic needs. In Santa Clara Coun‐
ty, a single adult with an infant and preschooler
would need to make $76.75 per hour to survive,
according to the study.

“Having a job isn’t enough,” Hancock said. “Just
because you’re employed doesn’t mean you’re mak‐
ing it. It’s not the job that matters as much as the
income.”

Wendi Mahaney‐Gurahoo, chief community impact
officer for FIRST 5 Santa Clara County, which sup‐
ports the healthy development of children through
age five, said the pandemic exacerbated and high‐
lighted existing problems.

“Families with children are doing worse than
everybody else,” she told San José Spotlight. “Par‐
ents are working, but can’t afford to pay for basic
essentials. They’re having to access what the non‐
profit agencies provide or they’re not doing things
like taking their kids to the dentist.”

FIRST 5 distributed 3 million diapers in two years
during the pandemic, she said. 

It also distributed 13,824 cans of baby formula.
Mahaney‐Gurahoo said family child care providers,

many who are women of color, don’t earn much and
that more than 300 day cares closed in Santa Clara
County during the pandemic. According to FIRST
5’s annual report from March 2020 to September
2021, the organization awarded $5.28 million in sta‐
bilization funding to 528 child care providers. She
said FIRST 5 also partnered with the city to provide
$11 million in child care scholarships to low‐income
families with children under age five.

Mahaney‐Gurahoo said private infant care can
cost almost $20,000 a year. She said with young chil‐
dren, it’s more cost effective to stay home and as a
result, women left the workforce during the pan‐
demic.

“It’s a perfect storm,” Mahaney‐Gurahoo said. “It’s
all the things that have always been true and a tidal
wave of increasing need.”

Silicon Valley households with children are struggling to make ends meet. Photo courtesy of San Jose Unified School District.

Nearly half of Silicon Valley children 
need supportive services to survive

San José Mayor proposes changes to
booster mandate for city‑owned facilities
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Bret Harte
Continued from page 1
team, how hard they worked and how well
they competed as a team, but even more so
to see how much they care about one anoth‐
er as teammates and as friends,” Matsuo‐
ka said. “There's something special about
competing for your school with the sup‐
port of your classmates and family and to
see our team come together through it all
was wonderful to see." 

Despite the strict guidelines from San
Jose Unified School District and Santa Clara
County, the Broncos adhered to all the coun‐
ty’s health and safety measures. The team
did not lose a single practice or game due
to Covid restrictions. 
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Sixteen new VTA
bus operators
ready to begin
their career

S
ixteen new VTA bus operators will grad‐
uate from nine weeks of intense train‐
ing and help fill a deficit of drivers in

Santa Clara County. 
The new operators will help the trans‐

portation agency fill the critical shortage,
improving the frequency and reliability of
VTA’s transit service.

VTA welcomes two new female drivers in
this graduating class, as the agency is work‐
ing to recruit more women into non‐tradi‐
tional transit jobs.

This class size is smaller than usual, as the
agency seeks to train 30 new graduates every
nine weeks. Unfortunately, fewer new driv‐
ers starting employment further exacerbate
VTA’s ongoing operator shortage. 

VTA is one of many transit agencies around
the country struggling to hire and retain
enough operators to provide the trans‐
portation service on which our communities
depend. 
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Saxophone and More:
Free concert by Mission
Chamber Orchestra of
San Jose, April 9

M
ission Chamber Orchestra of San
José (MCOSJ) will perform a free
concert of classical music at San

Jose’s Hammer Theatre Center April 9.
The free concert presents works ranging

from well‐loved classics to new and less
familiar works, offering something of inter‐
est for all starting at 7:30 p.m. at the Ham‐
mer Theatre Center in San Jose.

Saxophone soloist Ricardo Martinez joins
the orchestra to perform the Rhapsody for
Alto Saxophone and Orchestra by Belgian
composer André Waignein. 

Martinez, who has performed concerts
in Scotland, France, and Japan as well as in
the United States, says he was inspired to
become a professional musician at a MCOSJ
concert, where he heard saxophone soloist
Ashu perform. Waignein’s Rhapsody was
composed for the 2010 International
Adolphe Sax Competition in Dinant, Bel‐
gium – the birthplace of the inventor of the
saxophone. The Rhapsody is a spontaneous
and natural musical journey that explores
the technical potential and expressive nature
of the instrument.

Also on the program is Tico by Bay Area
composer Nancy Bloomer Deussen, writ‐
ten specially for MCOSJ. Bloomer Deussen
passed away in late 2019, and this concert
is the group’s first opportunity to perform
a tribute to the long‐time friend of the
orchestra. Another less familiar piece on
the program is Peter Boyer’s Ghosts of Troy,
a tone poem inspired by Homer’s Iliad. Well
known and loved by many, Bizet’s Sym‐
phony in C and Barber’s Adagio for Strings
complete the evening’s program.

Tickets
Tickets are free, but reservations are

advised: https://www.missionchamber.
org/ events‐tickets All attendees must
wear appropriate facial coverings and
show proof of COVID vaccination and photo
ID.  Children under 12 must provide proof
of negative PCR COVID test within 72 hours
of attendance.

Saxophone soloist Ricardo Martinez 

PremierOne Credit Union
celebrates new Gilroy
branch with mayor and
community

P
remierOne Credit Union recently cel‐
ebrated the opening of its newest
branch in Gilroy — a physical loca‐

tion demonstrating the credit union’s com‐
mitment to serving the local community
so all residents can benefit from financial
education, resources, and the opportuni‐
ty to become a member.

The credit union marked the new branch
opening with a ribbon cutting ceremony
attended by the PremierOne leadership
team, staff, and members from the board
of directors. Gilroy City Mayor Marie Blank‐
ley also attended and addressed the crowd,

congratulating the credit union and say‐
ing how happy she is that the Gilroy com‐
munity now has another great resource for
financial services.

“We are thrilled to be part of the Gilroy
community,” said Andrea Brewer, Presi‐
dent/CEO PremierOne Credit Union. “We
hope this new branch provides a viable
banking option for those who wish to join
a credit union, become a member owner,
and be a part of something bigger.”  

The new state‐of‐the‐art branch is con‐
veniently located next to Starbucks and
Brew City Burgers in the newly constructed
Patio Retail Center near Highway 152 at
1415 1st Street, Suite 101, in Gilroy. The
branch has a sleek new design with a 24‐
hour full‐service ATM, convenient park‐
ing, and many other amenities with friend‐
ly personalized service.
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Rank City Total Score Direct Work Indirect Work 
Factors Factors

1 Anchorage, AK 75.86 6 13
2 Washington, DC 74.66 10 4
3 Virginia Beach, VA 74.62 5 15
4 San Francisco, CA 74.61 2 47
5 Irving, TX 74.25 3 55
6 Cheyenne, WY 73.85 1 110
7 Norfolk, VA 72.05 8 24
8 Austin, TX 71.85 4 74
9 Plano, TX 71.36 7 45
10 Dallas, TX 70.85 9 43
11 Chesapeake, VA 70.35 15 9
12 Sioux Falls, SD 70.32 16 30
13 Corpus Christi, TX 69.22 13 80
14 Omaha, NE 68.79 28 19
15 Salt Lake City, UT 68.75 36 1
16 Fort Worth, TX 68.67 14 42
17 Denver, CO 68.52 18 34
18 Nashville, TN 68.49 11 62
19 Chandler, AZ 68.40 17 38
20 Arlington, TX 68.20 19 40
21 Garland, TX 68.07 20 31
22 Billings, MT 67.56 29 37
23 Raleigh, NC 67.54 24 23
24 Durham, NC 67.30 27 64
25 Scottsdale, AZ 67.18 21 51
26 Tulsa, OK 66.97 22 102
27 Charlotte, NC 66.92 33 16
28 Aurora, CO 66.66 31 25
29 Oklahoma City, OK 66.61 12 83
30 Seattle, WA 66.53 34 17
31 Gilbert, AZ 66.42 32 29
32 Houston, TX 65.99 23 60
33 Little Rock, AR 65.99 25 104
34 Manchester, NH 65.20 37 46
35 Indianapolis, IN 64.21 46 10

Continued on page 13

W
ith March 4 being Employee Appre‐
ciation Day and Americans work‐
ing an average of 1,767 hours per

year, much more than people in many other
industrialized countries, the personal‐
finance website WalletHub released its
report on 2022’s Hardest‐Working Cities in
America.

In order to determine where Americans
work the hardest, WalletHub compared the
116 largest cities across 11 key metrics. The
data set ranges from employment rate to
average hours worked per week to share of
workers with multiple jobs.

Key Stats 
• Irving, Texas, has the lowest share of

households where no adults work, 11.18
percent, which is 3.6 times lower than in
Detroit, the city with the highest at 40.79
percent.

• New York City has the longest average
commute time, 41.50 minutes, which is
2.9 times longer than in Cheyenne,
Wyoming, the city with the shortest at

14.30 minutes.
• Baltimore contributes the most annu‐

al volunteer hours per resident, 45.16,
which is 5.6 times more than in Jack‐
sonville, Florida, the city that contributes
the fewest at 8.05.

• Boston has the lowest share of idle
youth 16‐24‐years‐old, 6.00 percent,
which is 2.8 times lower than in Memphis,
Tennessee, the city with the highest at
16.60 percent. 

Top 20 Hardest-Working 
Cities in America

1. Anchorage, AK 11. Chesapeake, VA
2. Washington, DC 12. Sioux Falls, SD
3. Virginia Beach, VA 13. Corpus Christi, TX
4. San Francisco, CA 14. Omaha, NE
5. Irving, TX 15. Salt Lake City, UT
6. Cheyenne, WY 16. Fort Worth, TX
7. Norfolk, VA 17. Denver, CO
8. Austin, TX 18. Nashville, TN
9. Plano, TX 19. Chandler, AZ
10. Dallas, TX 20. Arlington, TX

Hardest-Working Cities in the U.S. (top 100)

REPORT
2022’s Hardest-Working Cities in America
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By Reya Yeddula
Special to the Times

I
n this COVID‐19 pandemic, another out‐
break is occurring that may not be well
known to most.

Though lockdowns have reduced virus‐
related outbreaks, they have created an ideal
environment for abusive situations to devel‐
op. 

Intimate partner violence seems to be at
an all‐time high as people are trapped inside,
unable to escape to places that would nor‐
mally be their haven. 

Narika, a Bay Area based domestic vio‐
lence agency, aims to combat this issue by
providing advocacy, support, information,
and referrals to women in need. Despite the
Bay Area’s welcoming of a multitude of immi‐
grants, there is a gap that needs to be filled
in terms of language and culture for sur‐
vivors of abuse. 

By providing assistance in several lan‐
guages and understanding cultural stigmas
between immigrant groups, Narika is truly
guiding our community into a better future. 

Today, I’m sitting down with Sonya Mital,
who is the lead for marketing and fundrais‐
ing at Narika, to talk more about the organ‐
ization and the work she’s done.

Reya:  How did you become involved
with Narika and get started working
there?

Sonya:  So, I joined kind of at the height of
the pandemic. Around summer 2020, I most‐
ly joined part‐time to help the organization
with our virtual gala. It's our biggest fundrais‐
er every year and accounts for a significant
portion of our annual budget. They needed
someone to make videos and help with gen‐
eral marketing support because it was going
to be an online event. All of the speeches
need to be pre‐recorded. We needed videos
explaining what the organization does, serv‐
ices, financials, and powerful persuasive sur‐
vivor testimonials, all of those things to help
persuade people to get involved or donate.
I only intended to support them until the
Gala was over, but I actually ended up join‐
ing for the long term because I just felt a
strong connection with the work. And I was
very inspired by the survivors that we sup‐
ported. It's over a year and a half later, and
I'm still here.

Domestic violence, also referred to as “inti‐
mate partner violence” (IPV), “dating abuse”,
or “relationship abuse” is a pattern of behav‐
iors used by one partner to maintain power
and control over another partner in an inti‐
mate relationship.

Reya:  What drew you to work in a field
that deals with domestic violence?

Sonya:  I think it's just a super complicat‐
ed issue. It's one of the hardest to address
because it intersects with so many different
issues: mental health aspects, economic
aspects, legal aspects, immigration aspects,
and, of course, there's just the emotional and
social aspects. 

Of course, every issue is very complicat‐
ed, but this one really does involve many dif‐

ferent layers of intervention and support. I
felt that I could lend my storytelling and
media abilities towards explaining that in a
way that was easier for people to under‐
stand since a lot of what I do is in commu‐
nity engagement and outreach and aware‐
ness about domestic violence. Because I am
South Asian and a woman, I just think it's
very cruel the situations that a lot of these
women find themselves in and how little cul‐
turally responsive support there is available
to them, and how alone how many of these
people feel in the world.

Reya:  Can you tell me more about Nari‑
ka and the work it does and about some
of the programs it runs?

Sonya:  Narika exists to support South
Asian and immigrant survivors of domestic
violence and other cultures because at the
time that was founded and still to the pres‐
ent, there were not many culturally respon‐
sive organizations and certainly not many
organizations that had advocates that spoke
South Asian languages. So that's why we
kind of fill that void, especially in the area
where there are tons and tons of South
Asian immigrants. It's kind of unbelievable
that it took even that long to get an organ‐
ization going that was specializing in that
community. Narika provides 100% free and
confidential case management for domes‐
tic violence survivors, as well as referrals
for legal and housing support. We have our
job program that helps survivors find some
financial stability and therefore empower‐
ment from that. We also have our Heal Well‐
ness program to advocate for mental health
in the community, which is something that
is also a very serious issue. Survivors also
struggle to navigate the immigration system

in addition to the family law system. And so
it's a very complex and complicated issue for
specifically that community, which is why we
need organizations like Narika.

Reya:  I know Narika does a lot of work
with food drives and provides resources
to help survivors. How do you see that
expanding in the future or what is the
future of Narika?

Sonya:  That’s been really crucial mainly
because it's one of the things people forget
about: basic needs. We always talk about
housing and all those things that are real‐
ly important for survivors but a lot of time
food, hygiene, and taking care of your body
is sacrificed because it's so hard to make
ends meet and provide for your child. Food
drives have been great because we've been
able to gather survivors to collect whatev‐
er they want. For us, they always have a
choice of what they want to take. That's
really important because when you’re a sur‐
vivor you are so used to choice being taken
away from you. It is a small act of empow‐
erment to provide them with a choice on
what to purchase and what food they want
to eat. Those have been a great experience
and really helpful for people, not just sur‐
vivors but single mothers and other women
in need throughout the pandemic. I hope
to envision a world in which we have a
strong base of survivors who are empow‐
ered and become strong advocates for other
survivors. I hope to see an expanded ver‐
sion of Narika that's able to support even
more survivors who need it. I also hope all
the systemic issues, like immigration, will
be resolved so it's easier for survivors to
remain in this country and we can expand
more into prevention so we can see fewer

and fewer cases happening until domestic
violence is eliminated. 

Reya:  How do you think young people
can advocate for domestic violence issues?

Sonya:  There are lots of ways. I mean you
can always volunteer for this organization
or any other similar organization. You could
run a drive at your school to raise funds or
supplies for survivors. I think most impor‐
tantly is the cultural shifts that need to hap‐
pen so really speaking up when you see if
you have yours. Because it starts in our first
relationships. It's really important to call
out behavior when you see it to understand
and learn healthy boundaries of what kind
of partner you are looking for and what
kind of behavior is unacceptable to you. So
a lot of that involves greater self‐aware‐
ness, greater social awareness which starts
from conversations. I'm hopeful that through
more and more media produced about these
issues and awareness raised from our organ‐
izations and others like it, more young peo‐
ple will have those conversions and be more
upfront about who they are and who they
are willing to be.

Reya:  In my community, I do notice
some shifts when speaking about domes‑
tic violence in that there is less stigma
culturally. Do you notice this change as
well? 

Sonya:  I think shifts have been slower in
the South Asian community but I have def‐
initely noticed that there has been more
awareness. Even from adults and people
who may not be on social media all the time
or know all the latest drama. Part of that is
from the #MeToo movement which had a
really big impact and the greater transla‐
tion of social and political issues in gener‐
al to a greater depth of awareness. I think
it is definitely getting better but there is a
lot more to go and a lot of behavior to be
unlearned. There was the Gabby Petito case
that just happened and it's important to not
forget that it's still happening and that no
matter how much it's getting for the aver‐
age person, it’s always going to still be worse
for people who are traditionally ignored:
Immigrants, People of Color, LGBTQ Folks.
That's where the change will be slowest and
we need advocates for those people.

Editor’s Note; Wikipedia states “Narika is
a Fremont, California organization that con‑
fronts domestic violence in South Asian Amer‑
ican communities. 

Narika was founded in 1991 as the Bay Area
Indian Women's Support Group and later as
the South Asian Women's Support Group.
Founders launched a crisis helpline, and estab‑
lished the organization in 1992. 

This group works with a variety of com‑
munity partners and offers services to women
and children in abusive situations in English,
Bengali, Gujarati, Hindi, Kannada, Konkani,
Malayalam, Marathi, Nepali, Punjabi, Sinhala,
Tamil, Telugu, Tibetan, and Urdu.”

To learn more about NARIKA go to their
website at narika.org

Domestic violence agency Narika combating
increased abusive situations due to lockdowns 
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Cal BRE 01327014

ASK THE DMV

Renew your car registration
and more through the CA
DMV’s online services

By Frankie Wenson
Special to the Times

D
id you know that car sales commonly peak between
the months of February and April? That means there
is an increase in registration renewals during those

months. 
To avoid crowds in the DMV offices, DMV online services

are a convenient option. From renewing vehicle registra‐
tion to changing your address, or driver’s license renewal
(and much more), skip the line and conduct your business
online or at a DMV kiosk.

How can I renew my expiring vehicle registration?  
In an effort to keep customers safe and healthy during the

COVID‐19 pandemic, the California Department of Motor Vehi‐
cles is encouraging Californians to use online services for
all vehicle registration renewals. Online registration is con‐
venient and easy, just visit: https://www.dmv.ca.gov/por‐
tal/vehicle‐registration/vehicle‐registration‐renewal/

I saw a DMV kiosk at my local grocery store. What is
that, and can I use it to renew my vehicle registration?

There are hundreds of DMV kiosks located throughout
the state to help customers with transactions such as vehi‐
cle registration renewal, submitting proof of insurance,

receiving a driver or vehicle record, and more. DMV kiosks
are convenient and allow customers to conduct transac‐
tions quickly and efficiently. Customers simply scan their
document, pay the fees using a card or cash (where avail‐
able) and then print their registration card and sticker,
planned non‐operation acknowledgment, and more, right
on the spot. 

To locate the DMV kiosk nearest you, please visit:
https://cadmvnowkiosk.com/kiosks/. Customers can also
find DMV business partners to complete selected transac‐
tions by visiting https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/loca‐
tions/business‐partners/.https://www.dmv.ca.gov/por‐
tal/driver‐licenses‐identification‐cards/real‐id/

Learn more about online registration renewals at
www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/dmv‐online. 
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5635 Silver Creek Valley Road
San Jose, CA 95123

36 Atlanta, GA 63.86 26 91
37 Laredo, TX 63.27 39 72
38 Fremont, CA 63.08 42 41
39 Tampa, FL 62.97 30 98
40 Phoenix, AZ 62.80 45 33
41 Kansas City, MO 62.31 49 27
42 Colorado Springs, CO 62.17 53 32
43 Portland, ME 62.07 50 50
44 Fargo, ND 61.95 38 111
45 Honolulu, HI 61.80 61 14
46 San Jose, CA 61.59 41 66
47 Lincoln, NE 61.57 60 22
48 San Antonio, TX 60.99 43 82
49 Boston, MA 60.67 68 11
50 Minneapolis, MN 60.51 70 8
51 Portland, OR 60.43 76 2
52 Oakland, CA 60.39 52 48
53 Lexington-Fayette, KY 60.38 47 108
54 Jacksonville, FL 60.08 35 107
55 Fort Wayne, IN 60.03 59 67
56 St. Petersburg, FL 59.81 44 100
57 Glendale, AZ 59.62 67 28
58 El Paso, TX 59.51 66 58
59 Lubbock, TX 59.41 54 99
60 Louisville, KY 59.29 57 54
61 Irvine, CA 59.22 48 92
62 Orlando, FL 59.19 40 109
63 Jersey City, NJ 59.07 62 52
64 San Diego, CA 58.57 51 85
65 Wichita, KS 58.02 69 77
66 Boise, ID 57.79 71 70
67 Santa Ana, CA 57.34 58 92
68 Anaheim, CA 57.08 65 81
69 Mesa, AZ 56.89 74 36
70 Des Moines, IA 56.87 81 18
71 Baltimore, MD 56.81 88 5
72 St. Louis, MO 56.59 80 20
73 St. Paul, MN 56.57 85 7
74 Charleston, WV 56.55 56 115
75 Reno, NV 56.42 63 114
76 Miami, FL 56.05 55 112
77 Wilmington, DE 56.04 72 69
78 Columbus, OH 55.90 64 96
79 Winston-Salem, NC 55.51 77 76
80 Chula Vista, CA 55.21 75 68
81 Greensboro, NC 55.21 79 73
82 Milwaukee, WI 55.01 97 3
83 Henderson, NV 53.54 73 103
84 Birmingham, AL 53.51 78 78
85 Long Beach, CA 53.29 82 75
86 Jackson, MS 53.20 84 86
87 Madison, WI 53.19 89 44
88 Los Angeles, CA 52.98 83 71
89 Bakersfield, CA 52.26 87 90
90 Chicago, IL 52.04 90 56
91 Albuquerque, NM 51.24 94 59
92 Philadelphia, PA 50.87 103 12
93 Memphis, TN 50.49 91 65
94 New York, NY 50.07 101 35
95 Pittsburgh, PA 49.55 105 26
96 North Las Vegas, NV 49.09 92 87
97 Cincinnati, OH 49.07 100 61
98 Hialeah, FL 48.92 86 113
99 Las Vegas, NV 48.50 95 94
100 Tucson, AZ 48.45 104 57

To view the full report and your city’s rank, please visit: 
https://wallethub.com/edu/hardest‑working‑cities‑in‑america/10424

Hardest-Working Cities in the U.S. (top 100)
Continued from page 10
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Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book!

Dorrance Publishing: Trusted by Authors Since 1920

Book manuscript submissions currently being
reviewed. Comprehensive Services: Consultation,

Production, Promotion and Distribution

Call for Your Free Author’s Guide 
1-844-593-0381

or visit dorranceinfo.com/almtimes

Women authors 
features in Silicon
Valley Reads books

By Mary Ann Dewan, Ph.D. 
County Superintendent of Schools

M
any of the youth books for
Silicon Valley Reads are
written and/or illustrat‐

ed by women, with inspirational
messages about acceptance, pro‐
viding care, and honoring histo‐
ry. 

The books chosen for this year’s
theme, “The Power of Kindness,
Resilience and Hope,” pay tribute
to the compassion of community
members who provided care dur‐
ing the pandemic. To learn more
and find events and activities, visit
SVReads.org.

As I reflect on the kindness and resilience
our community continues to exhibit, I think

about the women locally and globally who
support and empower their communities
during challenging times.

During Women’s History Month, I encour‐
age you to think about how you can support,
uplift, and empower the women in your lives.
As you reflect on the herstory‐makers in your
lives, take time to honor those who have

paved the way for future gen‐
erations. I am reminded of the
following quote from the late
poet Maya Angelou, “How
important it is for us to recog‐
nize and celebrate our heroes
and she‐roes!”

Universal masking, vaccina‐
tions and boosters, testing, and
staying home when feeling ill
have made a great impact in our
ability to maintain in‐person
instruction. COVID‐19 tests, vac‐
cines, and boosters are avail‐

able at no cost. To schedule a test, visit
sccfreetest.org. To schedule a vaccination or
booster, visit sccfreevax.org.

T
he University of Utah announced that
four Almaden residents have been
named to the Fall 2021 Dean's List.

The four residents include Andrew Bark‐
er, majoring in Mechanical Engg BME; Joe
Boothe, undeclared major; Blake Malobloc‐
ki, majoring in Pre Nursing BS; and Nick
Steegmans, majoring in Business Adminis‐
tration BS.

The University of Utah is the flagship insti‐
tution of higher learning in Utah. Founded
in 1850, it serves over 32,000 students from
across the U.S. and the world with more than
100 major subjects at the undergraduate
level and more than 90 major fields of study
at the graduate level, including law and med‐
icine, the university prepares students to live
and compete in the global workplace. 

From the 
Superintendent

Mary Ann Dewan, Ph. D.

Barker, Boothe, Maloblocki and 
Steegman of Almaden named to 
University of Utah Fall 2021 Dean's List 

Andrew Barker (left) and Blake Maloblocki (right)
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TENNIS TIPS

Coaching yourself
after a loss

By Ken DeHart 
PTR International

Master Professional &
USPTA Master Profes‑

sional

C
oming off the court
after a loss can be
devastating!

I don't particularly want to hear from my
family, friends, or teammates that it is OK
or I played well.

I need a little private downtime to look at
the experience with an objective point of
view. 

I need to come down out of my "compet‐
itive zone" and enter my "real‐life zone.”
That usually takes about 15‐30 minutes
depending upon who I lost to and how impor‐
tant the match was to my team.

Immediately coming off the court is not a
time to go into analyzing your performance. 

You will most likely find it quite negative
and unrealistic.

Coach Wayne Bryan of the world's #1
ranked doubles team always said his first
question for the boys was, "where do you
want to go eat?" The critical part was to get
away from the emotional evaluation, real‐
ize life will go on.

Later after experiencing a more realistic
view of your performance and that of your
opponents, you can create a game plan to
rebuild your confidence or shore up your
weaknesses with your coach.

Here are the five questions I would typi‐
cally ask myself as I began to evaluate my
match performance:

1. What did you do the best today? Best
shots, best adjustment, the best way you
won points, or even what you liked about
the way you played? A typical response
would be, "nothing, I couldn't do anything
well."

2. What did your opponent do well?
Their best weapons, challenging parts of
their game, and the adjustment they made
against you? A typical response would be,
"everything, they were so lucky."

3. What was the weakest part of your
game today? Was, it a specific shot, strat‐
egy, movement, mental or physical? A typ‐
ical response would be, "everything, I tried
all kinds of changes, and nothing worked
today."

4. What was the weakest part of your
opponent's game? Was it their strategy, a
particular shot, movement, 2nd serve, place‐
ment? What did they do that allowed you
to play well against them? A frustrated
response would be, "nothing, they were so
lucky, they made every shot and ran down
every ball and got every let cord for a win‐
ner."

5. Finally, if you could go out there right
now and replay the match, what would
you change and why?

The first four questions are usually an emo‐
tional response, especially if players are not
given time to "come down" or have not been
trained to look at the match objectively by
their coach or parents before this time.

Think about how you would like to be
coached by someone else and how you would
want them to talk to you ‐ then treat your‐
self that same way with your self‐talk and
assessment. Each one of us is different and
has specific ways we like to communicate
after a positive or negative competition.

These guided questions are more pro‐
ductive then general open‐ended questions
like; what happened, why didn't you, did
you forget to, and non‐specific questions.

Now focus on a couple of simple skills to
work on and achieve positive results quick‐
ly to rebuild your confidence. Focus on the
positives you saw in the match or progress
made toward new skills you have been work‐
ing on in the past few weeks. An example
would be to mention that you got 75% of
your first serves in play or managed time
between points well.

Ask a friend or your coach's opinion about
what they think you should work on based
upon the last performance. Be specific with
skills like footwork, technique, or strategy
that need work. 

Remember that those watching you play
experienced the same emotions that you
were going through on the court. They know
you could have and wanted to perform bet‐
ter. When you come off the court, they want
you to know they love you and search for
ways to say it is OK. That is a challenge for
them to understand how best to communi‐
cate with you positively. You might even tell
them how you prefer to communicate fol‐
lowing a win or loss. They are learning along
with you.

Remember, only one player or team wins
in a tournament if that is how you choose
to look at winning and losing. But, if you met
some of your performance goals – you won
too. That last match was not the end but one
more step on their journey. It is better to
build yourself up than tear yourself down
following a loss. 

We learn more from a loss than a win in
that we try to change what caused the loss
and unpleasant experience. It is also essen‐
tial to recall how it felt to win and study why
you won so you can repeat the performance.

Ken DeHart, USA High Performance Coach,
serves as Director of Racquets, Alpine Hills
Tennis & Swimming Club. He is a PTR Hall of
Fame, PTR International Master Profession‑
al, and USPTA Master Professional. You may
contact Ken at 408.892.3806; or email: kende‑
hart@aol.com; ken@alpinehills.us 
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By Denelle Fedor
Special to the Times

Times Media is introducing a new Wine
column featuring all things wine and those
delightful wineries we celebrate in our com‐
munity.   

We begin by focusing on local wineries
that are part of the Santa Clara Valley Wine
Trail (SCVW).   Did you know that SCVW is
home to over 25 locally owned wineries and
within 30 minutes of San Jose?  We are excit‐
ed to bring you an up close and personal
look at each of these wineries as we begin
our column to bring our readers a glimpse
into local wineries and all things wine. 

We start with Kirigin Cellars – one of the
oldest wineries in California— located in
Gilroy.

“Kirigin Cellars is old world‐down to earth
charm with modern amenities,” shared Perri
Johnson, Manager of Operations for Kirigin
Cellars. “Our goal here at Kirigin is to pro‐
vide great customer service so people want
to come back again and again.”  They are
definitely meeting and exceeding their goal
as many guests return for tasting, picnick‐
ing and are part of their wine club.

Originally founded by Italian immigrant,
Mr. Pietro Bonesio, Kirigin was originally
named Uvas Winery.  Uvas means grape, so
the name was fitting. Mr. Bonesio was taught
how to make wine from his father and
brought his skills to the USA. Mr. Pietro and
his wife, Massimina, settled the 500‐acre

ranch that sat along the Rancho de Solis in
Gilroy.  Uvas winery continued for 60+ years
and then was given to Pietro and Massim‐
ina sons Louis, Charlie and Victor.

The brothers renamed Uvas winery to
“Bonesio Brothers Winery.” They produced
varieties that included Zinfandel, Grignoli‐
no and French Colombard. The Bonesio
brothers sold the winery to Mr. Nikola Kiri‐
gin‐Chargin before they retired in 1976.
There is a historic plaque located on site in
honor of the Bonesio Family.  It is on the
left side as you drive into the winery park‐
ing area.

Mr. Kirigin, a Croatian immigrant, was
already a professional and distinguished
winemaker with degrees in enology and
chemistry when he bought the winery and
renamed it Kirigin Cellars. Mr. Kirigin and
his wife continued to live on the property
and produced higher quality wines using
his old‐world wine making techniques. Mr.
Kirigin felt that good wine should be afford‐
able and available to everyone and loathed
arrogant wine enthusiasts. Kirigin Winery
continues this tradition by offering much
sought‐after wines at affordable prices.

In 2000, Dhruv Khannaa, then a member
of the Stanford Cricket Team, was looking
for land where he could play the game of
Cricket.   Instead, he found the best of both
worlds; a historic winery called Kirigin Cel‐
lars that was for sale which included more
than 30 acres of land. He purchased the
entire property and over the course of the
past 22 years has made numerous updates,

See WINERY, next page

Kirigin Cellars – one of 
the oldest Wineries in CA

A view from Kirigin Cellars
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Tech Jargon of the week

Deepfake 

H
ave you ever stumbled into a con‐
versation where everyone is speak‐
ing around this “techie” word – and

even after you’ve broken in, it is difficult to
understand the unfamiliar jargon and
acronyms? Well, there’s no need to sweat it.
Let me teach you the meaning of some com‐
monly used tech words:

Deepfake
The deepfake technology has been on the

US government’s radar for past few years.
The Pentagon, through the Defense Advanced
Research Projects Agency (DARPA), is work‐
ing with several of the country’s biggest
research institutions to get ahead of deep‐
fakes.

What is the deepfake technology and why
are the nation’s best minds trying to solve
it?

Deepfake is an AI‐based technology used
to produce or alter video content so that it
presents something that didn't, in fact, occur.
The word, which applies to both the tech‐
nologies and the videos created with it, is a
blend of the work ‘deep learning’ and ‘fake’.

Face swapping has been done in films for
years, but it required skilled video editors
and CGI experts to spend many hours to

achieve decent results. The new break‐
through is that, using deep learning tech‐
niques, anybody with a powerful GPU, and
training data, can create believable fake
videos.

This is so remarkable that anyone with
hundreds of sample images, of person A and
person B can feed them into an algorithm
and produce high quality face swaps — video
editing skills are not needed. This also means
that it can be done at scale and given that so
many of us have our faces online, it’s triv‐
ially easy to insert almost anyone into fake
videos. 

What happens if we can no longer trust
our eyes or our ears?

For more than a century, audio and video
have functioned as a bedrock of truth. Not
only have sound and images recorded our
history, but they have also informed and
shaped our perception of reality.

Some people already question the facts
around events that unquestionably hap‐
pened, like the Holocaust, the moon landing
and 9/11, despite video proof. If deepfakes
make people believe they can’t trust video,
the problems of misinformation and con‐
spiracy theories could get worse. While
experts say that deepfake technology is not
yet sophisticated enough to fake large‐scale
historical events or conflicts, they worry that
the doubt sown by a single convincing

See DEEPFAKE, next page

Winery
Continued
improvements, and additions – including
creating two cricket fields, four soccer fields
(which Dhruv donates the use to Gilroy and
Morgan Hill youth soccer) and in 2013 con‐
structed a 7,000 sq. ft. event center where
weddings and other corporate events take
place.  Mr.Khanna accomplished this while
protecting and keeping the historic quality
of the winery intact.  

Kirigin’s historic nature is not just its age.
The main home is one of the oldest wooden
structures in the county. The 1916 Tasting
Room requires you to walk through a his‐
toric Vat and the Tasting Wine Bar is made
of original redwood vats. Kirigin still has the
original working cellar, below ground, which
naturally keeps the wine at just the right
temperature in their specially made oak bar‐
rels.  The stairs leading down to the cellar
are original and have divots showing their
wear during the more than 100 years of use.

In addition to Kirigins bestselling wines
like, Estate White, Malvasia Bianca and Grand
Cuvee Champagne; Kirigin Cellars is well
known for its unique dessert wine called Vin
de Mocca.  This wine was invented by Mr.
Kirigin for his wife when he still owned the
winery. Mr. Kirigin added coffee, chocolate,
orange, and fortified brandy to his red wine
to create the incredible taste.  Vin de Mocca
is something everyone 21 and over should
try when wine tasting at Kirigin’s Cellars—
it won’t disappoint, and it also pairs well
over ice cream. Vin de Mocca is affectional‐
ly called, “The Kissing Wine,” shared Ms.
Johnson. Vin de Mocca as well as all Kirigin
wines are only available on‐site and through
their website.

Kirigin Cellars invites you to stop by if you
haven’t already.  They welcome you to take

in the healthy atmosphere and to explore
the wines.  It’s one of the truly unique winer‐
ies in Santa Clara County – with its historic
history, more than 30 acres of lawn and gar‐
dens, redwood trees; providing a vast land‐
scape.  Kirigin is open daily from 10:00 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m. and can be reserved for wed‐
dings and corporate events. Call ahead to
schedule a tour of the cellar.  Picnicking on
the grounds is free with a purchase of wine.  

Mr. Kirigin passed on in 2011; but his lega‐
cy continues through Mr. Dhruv Khanna’s
commitment to the location and tradition of
good wine making accessible to everyone.   

For more information and directions go
to kirigincellars.com and read about their
wine store, events, gallery, wine club and
more.

For more infomation, visit Kirgincellars.com.
Address: 11550 Watsonville Road, Gilroy, CA
95020. 408‑847‑8827

Original staircase to the cellar.
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San Jose Unified
School District to
pay $2 million to 
sexual abuse victim

T
he San Jose Unified School District
has agreed to pay $2 million to set‐
tle a sexual abuse lawsuit Feb. 10.

The woman was sexually abused by her
Spanish teacher, Ricardo Chavarria
(inset), when she was a 17‐year‐old stu‐
dent in his classroom at Pioneer High School
in Almaden Valley.

Chavarria was arrested three years ago
by San Jose police officers and later con‐
victed on six counts of sexually assaulting
a minor. He was hired by the San Jose Uni‐
fied School District in August 2001. 

The attorneys who represented the
woman, called the settlement a vindica‐
tion of the harm done to her client and the
failure of school officials to protect her.

The former student, who first met
Chavarria as a sophomore student in his

Spanish class, became Chavarria’s teacher’s
assistant for her junior and senior years.
He began grooming the woman and ulti‐
mately sexually abusing her inside his class‐
room both during and after school hours
over a span of four months, according to
the lawsuit.

Although the district immediately placed
Chavarria on unpaid leave following his
arrest, the lawsuit claimed that school offi‐
cials ignored “multiple red flags” that could
have prevented the abuse.

Deepfake
Continued from previous page
deepfake could alter our trust in audio and
video for good.

Researchers at academic institutions like
Carnegie Mellon, the University of Wash‐
ington, Stanford University, and The Max
Planck Institute for Informatics are also
experimenting with deepfake technology.

While not a part of DARPA’s program, their
work highlights different techniques with
which artificial intelligence can be used to
manipulate video.

Do you enjoy reading this column?  Send
in your comments or feedback to the author
at shub.saxen@gmail.com. Shubhi Asthana
works as a Research Senior Software Engi‑
neer at the IBM Almaden Research Center,
San Jose.



Drawing closer to God 
after suffering the trauma
of losing a daughter  

By Justyn Time
Special to the Times

T
his is a story of a man, an artist and
photographer that 17 years ago held
his 26 day old daughter in his arms

after she took her last breath. 
It broke his heart and changed him slow‐

ly but surely into a different man, as he
slipped deeper and deeper into depression. 

You see he and his wife had been told
for months that his daughter would die in
utero or at birth; so all of the experts told
them to abort her. The man and his wife
stood in faith stating they would accept
whatever God gives them. This statement
is much easier said than it was to keep.    

After all of the negative and destructive
words from all of the doctors and experts,
Linnea was born June 14, 2004.  She did
not die in utero or at birth, in fact she sur‐
vived surgery the day she was born. All of
the doctors were amazed by how strong she
was.  

Two days after the surgery the doctor
informed us that they were going to take
Linnea off of oxygen. She stated that she
would then die immediately upon being
removed from the oxygen.  Upon which this
man, John Pratt, a well‐known photogra‐
pher in San Jose, told the doctor that she is

not God and that there is the power of life
and death in the tongue. He stated that she
surely would not die and for her to never
speak to him again. Later that day she was
taken off of the oxygen and again defied the
odds of the doctor and lived on.  

After eight days in the ICU on Father’s
Day she was able to be taken home by mom
and dad. They loved and cherished her at
home for 16 days.  She then had a seizure
and was once again back in Good Samari‐
tan Hospital. On the second day as they
were once again weaning her off of oxygen
her stats fell and she took her last breath.
As the couple sobbed and sobbed they were
consoled by grandparents and their Pastor
and his wife.  For six months the couple did
not get out of bed until 12 noon.  They were
traumatized by their loss and each grieved
in their own way.  

Fast forward three years, they now have
an 18 month old healthy boy and are expect‐
ing their second son in one month. They
were driving twice a week to Hollister to
assist the same Pastor with a church plant
(church startup). Upon receiving a sug‐
gestion from the couple to operate in his
own gifts the Pastor demands they never
return to the church.  This was all John
could take and   from that point on he turned
his back on God and the church.  He truly
had never healed from the death of his
daughter and now was rejected by his Pas‐
tor whom he loved.  

See HOPE, page 21

A message of hope and restoration just in time
“Holy”
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Hope
Continued from page 19
Slowly but surely he walked further and
further away from God and remembers
mocking God in 2019, he stated, look at the
life I am living and you are still blessing me
with a solid business.  He had taken his eyes
off of God, then his wife, and next he began
spending less and less time with his three
boys. His actions had caused pain, anger and
resentment within his family.  He stayed
away to avoid the pain and the conflict.   

Then Covid 19 hits and he is forced to lay
off his staff of six people and become a
teacher’s aide for his three boys as they are
taught remotely. To encourage himself he
listened to the song High Hopes on repeat
for hours at a time.  He then fully immersed
himself in the turmoil that his actions had
created.  By December of 2020 he began to
come to his senses. The bible says “Draw
close to God and He will draw close to you.”
It also says “When one sinner repents, all of
heaven rejoices.” 

In 2021 while healing and awakening from
the depression he began seeing unique clouds
and visions all around him.  He began pho‐
tographing the clouds, then the earth and
fire and ether. He now has thousands upon
thousands of images that have encouraged
him and by his own words are evidence of
the existence of God.  One image spells the
word “Holy,” while others have faces and
images as well as numbers and letters.  As
this was all unfolding he had taken on the
comedy character of Justyn Time, which is
an Austin Powers impersonation. He would
randomly show up at the Downtown San
Jose Farmers Market and pay it forward for
a few customers here and there. He would
dance around and make patrons smile and
laugh. 

Emerging from his depression he was con‐
vinced that we all should be looking to the
skies to see what God is doing. He ran around
downtown in costume yelling just in time to
look at the skies.  He even shouted it out
inside Calvary San Jose church.  “Just in time,
just in time, look to the skies,” he said. He
was politely ushered out of the church and
was never asked if he needed support. Just
leave the premises, rejection once again, but
this time he expected it. Now he draws clos‐
er to God instead of turning his back on him.

Unwavering in his faith and belief he has
now legally changed his name, from John
Pratt to Justyn Time to honor his Jesus that
saved him by grace from the wretched man
that he had become. He now teaches his boys
the bible and prays and believes that God
has begun a new thing. He has also recon‐
ciled with the Pastor from 14 years ago. He
believes that the spirit world is filled with
magic; we just need to pay attention to it.
Magic that he has photographic and video
evidence of.  The cloud images once very
subtle are now much more obvious and
miraculously created in the skies for all to
see.  The Bible says in Acts 2:19 “And I will
grant Wonders in the sky and signs on the
earth beneath.”  A previous verse states “In
the last days your young men will have visions
and your old men will dream dreams.” Are
these the wonders in the sky and on the earth
below that are mentioned in the Bible?  That
is for you to decide for yourself when you
come and visit the studio in downtown San

Jose.
Unfortunately it is difficult to get the peo‐

ple's attention with all of the noise of life in
Silicon Valley, the electronics not to mention
the fear created from the pandemic. If you
do not believe him, remember that seeing is
believing. The studio known as JP Impres‐
sions, for 32 years is now under the umbrel‐
la of Justyn Time LLC.  

Editor’s note: The Open House of Justyn’s
new studio and Fine Art Gallery is Friday,
March 12, 2022, hours are 4‑7. To preview
the images digitally please go to www.
justyntime.net. The studio will also launch
new product lines of Children's books, posters,
and limited edition fine art images, as well
as card and board games. 
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CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418
Pastor: Rev. Naomi
Schulz
No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You
Are Welcome Here!
We are an Open and
Affirming Congregation,
and celebrate members of
the LGBTQ+ Community.
Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM, with
communion open to all.
Join Pastor Naomi for
tea/coffee at Orchard Val-
ley cafe in Campbell dur-
ing community drop-in
office hours from 11 AM
to 1 PM on most Tues-
days.
Our ministries/activities
include:
• Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednes-
day of every month, at
6PM.
• A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open Tu/
Th/ Sa 10:00 AM to
Noon.
• Lighted Window Pro-
ductions featuring uplift-
ing concerts, thought-
provoking theater produc-
tions, informative lec-

tures, and even an occa-
sional karaoke night--all in
a wholesome environ-
ment.  
Our activities flow from
our core values:
• Extravagant Joy
• Passionate Faith
• Loving Respect
• Deep Connectedness 
• Intentional Growth 
• Shared Laughter 
Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.org
or better yet, visit us at
our worship services on
Sundays at 10:00 AM.
Coffee, refreshments, and
conversation always, right
after service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, worship
and giving to our local
community. We are proud
to be UCC, Open and
Affirming (O&A) and wel-
come members of the
LGBT community. We
support local LifeMoves
(formerly InnVision) Shel-
ter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco
Night Ministry, Second

Harvest Food Bank,
Church World Service,
and Communities
Responding to End Pover-
ty.
Worship Sunday, 9:00 AM
followed by fellowship
and refreshments. 1st
Sunday in Worship: Holy
Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck
Sunday.
Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives.
We assemble each Sun-
day to encourage each
other through singing,
studying, praying and
sharing in the Lord’s sup-
per. Simple—just like
what one reads about in
the New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San
Jose near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club). Come make new
Christian friends!

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120.  The
Rev. Shelley Booth Den-
ney, Rector Phone:408-
268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church
in Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nur-
ture and grow a strong
faith community of believ-
ers, a family of all ages,
where each member feels
welcomed, loved, valued
and empowered to serve.
Children are especially
welcomed and cherished
as an important part of
God's family. All junior
high and senior high stu-
dents are welcome to
participate in our Youth
Groups. During the
school year we have joint
Sunday School with our
sister church, the Con-
gregational Church of
Almaden Valley, UCC. The
Episcopal Church in
Almaden offers the fol-
lowing regular opportuni-
ties for worship: Sunday
at 7:30AM and 10:45AM,
Holy Communion service.
Each Sunday service is
followed by a coffee hour
for friendship and conver-
sation.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsanjose.org
2486 Ruby Ave,
San Jose CA 95148. 
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum" the
English meaning is "Peace
be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who are
Muslims, and what is the
Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and way
of life. Islam began in the
7th century. People who
follow Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is the
Divine book that guides
Muslims to practice Islam. 
"Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
latak"" the English mean-
ing is " May Allah (swt)
protect you and your family".
Please visit our website to
learn more.

FIRST CHURCH 
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San
Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a
community serving the
Christ from the heart of
the City, working to know
Jesus and make Jesus
known by serving, wor-
shipping, and learning
together.  Worship servic-
es are at 10:00 AM at the
Horace Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa
Clara Streets). Worship
includes both contempo-
rary and traditional music,
a message that is relevant
to real life, based in the
Bible, and meaningful to
people of all ages and
backgrounds.  We work in
our community to provide
real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counsel-
ing, and spiritual direction.
Our children's & families'
ministries include Sunday
classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike
rides and fishing trips.
Come, Make a Difference
and feel the difference
God can make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchSJ.net
See you on Facebook
2650 ABORN ROAD at
Kettmann, across from
Evergreen Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 50 Years. John S
Goldstein, Pastor
Christian Worship every

Sunday at 11.00 am
Together let us build lives
toward excellence!
Music Institute
(408) 791-7772
After School lessons on
Piano, Violin, Viola, Flute
PreSchool, Age 2-6
years. Caring for your
child with God’s love and
affection.

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our members.
If you are looking for an
active Christian faith
community, we invite
you to experience Holy
Spirit Parish Community.
All are welcome! We are
located at 1200 Red-
mond Avenue, San Jose,
CA 95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m. Mon-
day - Friday. Our week-
end Mass schedule is
Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish
Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or
408-997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. Information
on Faith Formation for
children and adults can
be obtained by calling
our Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in
the loop with our 3sixty
High School Youth Min-
istry by calling 408-997-
5106. Holy Spirit School
serves grades Pre-K
through 8th, and is locat-
ed at 1198 Redmond
Avenue. You can reach
the school office at 408-
268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 &
11:00 AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,
intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-

nity, promoting spiritual
growth, reaching out to
people in need and
whereyou get to know
peopleby name. We
offer children's religious
education (CREATE);
Youth Ministry (BLAST
& X-STATIC); Scripture
Study (day & evening);
Senior's Group and
many other adult min-
istries as well. Saint
Anthony parish is locat-
ed in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120. Our
weekend Masses are at
4 p.m. on Saturday at
our historic church at
21800 Bertram Road in
New Almaden, CA
95042 and on Sunday at
8:30 a.m.,10:30 a.m.,
and 5:30 p.m. at the
McKean Road location.
Our Parish Office is open
Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and Tuesday thru Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and
1 - 4 p.m. For more infor-
mation, stop by the
Parish Office or call
(408) 997-4800, or visit
our website at www.
churchstanthony.com.
Fr. Larry Hendel, Pastor.

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh) means
"disciple" or "student." A
Sikh is a practitioner of the
faith founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak in
Punjab of old British India.
A Guru who is a "teacher"
or "enlightener" completes
the relationship of teach-
ing and learning.  Sikhism
is monotheistic and
stresses the equality of all
men and women. Sikhs
believe in three basic prin-
ciples; meditating on the
name of God (praying),
earning a living by honest
means and sharing the
fruits of one's labor with
others. Currently there  are
close to one million Sikhs
living in the USA and
Canada and 25 million
Sikhs living around the
world. Sikhism is the 5th
largest religion in the
world.  At the Gurdwara
(House of God) in San
Jose we welcome all. We
pray daily for peace and
prosperity for everybody
in the world.  Come to
visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365 days of
the year and serves com-
plementary vegetarian
meals.  We also encour-
age you to enter our histo-
ry room on site and walk

the beautiful grounds.
Learn more about us and
community events we
sponsor by visiting our
website; http://www. San-
JoseGurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofassisi.com
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an
inclusive diverse commu-
nity striving to serve as
Disciples of Jesus Christ
in the footsteps of St.
Francis, offering prayerful
and joyful liturgies; evan-
gelization, fellowship, and
service opportunities to
the community. We offer
spiritual opportunities for
all ages, including chil-
dren's liturgy, dynamic
E.C.H.O - Jr. High, IGNITE
- High School and North
Star -Young Adult Min-
istries, along with small
faith communities and
opportunities to help the
poor and marginalized of
San Jose. Our Preschool
is the only Catholic Pre-
school offering quality
family oriented service in
the Evergreen and Silver
Creek areas. Our Chapel,
Gathering Hall, Parish
Office, Mission Center,
Parish Gift Shop, Memori-
al Garden and Preschool
are all located at 5111
San Felipe Rd. Please
come join us to worship
at one of the following
times and locations: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday 5:00PM,
Sunday 8:30 AM, 10:30
AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese),
6:00 PM Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gath-
ering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo Mass -
Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Com-
munity (Cribari Auditori-
um) Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Come join us and share
your presence with us so
that together we may grow
and share our gifts to help
build God's Kingdom!

For Worship
listing 

ads, call
408.483-5458

The Almaden Senior Association mem‑
bers are a diverse group of enthusiastic,
active, 50+ adults who enjoy new learn‑
ing opportunities, new experiences, and
new adventures. 

Membership in the Almaden Senior Asso‑
ciation offers discounts and opportunities
to enjoy . . . 

•  exercise classes for all levels of ability;
•  lunches and other social programs

organized and run by members of the Associ‐
ation;

•  book clubs, cooking, computer and photography classes;
•  trips to local and not so local places of interest such as the Steinbeck Muse‐

um in Salinas, Whale Watching in Monterey, casino trips and more.

As a member you’re encouraged to help plan these activities and suggest new
ones to enjoy. The Senior Association Philanthropy Program set up a process to
donate funds to other non‐profit organizations that reflect our mission.

Connected
We enjoy meeting new people, making new connections and getting involved. All
volunteer opportunities are based on your time and energy commitment. Fees for
classes, trips and social events are kept low because of senior volunteer participa‐
tion and membership strength.

Stop by the main desk at the Almaden Community Center and ask for an applica‐
tion today. Yearly dues of $10 are returned to you by discounts to most of the pro‐
grams  you participate in.

Join us today, meet new people and get involved with classes and programs that
will enhance your life  and open new doors.

For more information, go to www.almadenseniors.org
Contact via email: alamadenseniors1@gmail.com
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Shoe Repair Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern Califor-
nia. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some

supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the
school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great 

combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices! 
Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 

Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:
info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

Call to place your 
ad today!  

408-494-7000

JewelryClocks

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On-
Demand On All Your Favorite Screens.
CHOICE Package, $64.99/mo plus
taxes for 12months. Premium Chan-
nels at No Charge for One Year! Any-
time, anywhere. Some restrictions
apply. W/ 24-mo. agmt TV price high-
er in 2nd year. Regional Sports Fee up
to $8.49/mo. is extra & applies. Call
IVS 1-408-688-5490

The bathroom of your dreams for as
little as $149/month! BCI Bath &
Shower. Many options available. Qual-
ity materials & professional installa-
tion. Senior & Military Discounts
Available. Limited Time Offer - FREE
virtual in-home consultation now and
SAVE 15%! Call Today! 1-844-988-
1663

Become a Published Author. We want
to Read Your Book! Dorrance Publish-
ing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Comprehensive
Services: Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution. Call for
Your Free Author`s Guide 1-866-603-
1640 or visit http://dorranceinfo.com/
evergreen

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid, pre-
pare for power outages and power
your home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down Financing Option.
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote
today. Call 1-877-920-0653

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting battery
of Inogen One. Free information kit!
Call 855-977-5344

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED
Life Insurance! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay
funeral and other final expenses.Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company-
877-864-3769 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/almaden

The COVID crisis has cost us all
something. Many have lost jobs and
financial security. Have $10K In Debt?
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car
Loans. Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF!
We can help! Get a FREE debt relief
quote: Call 1-650-383-1785

Employment

Remodeling

TimesClassifieds

Diamond Auto Detail
San Jose

Has your car or truck lost its luster? Are you embarrassed to
be seen in it? Let us bring back the shine with buffing, polish‐
ing, color sanding, complete interior treatment, engine steam
clean, overspray, paint sealant and more. Appointment is
required, please be sure to call ahead to get on her schedule.

Rocio Salcedo
(408) 294‑4135
74 S Autumn St
San Jose, CA 95110

Auto Detailing

Expires April 15, 2022.

Business Administrative Specialist
Provide administrative support for project management.

Bachelor's in Business Admin related. 
Avaco Inc. 4320 Stevens Creek Blvd #122, San Jose, CA 95129

Notices
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