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Sales & Gold Award Service

PLAZA
HARDWARE, INC.
HARDWARE, LOCKSMITH

& BAIT SHOP

• Fishing & Hunting Licenses
• Live Bait
• Small Engine Repair
• Blade Sharpening
• Window & Screens Repair
• Interstate Batteries

6344 Route 309,
New Tripoli, PA 18066

610-767-6500
Business Hours:

Mon.-Thurs. 8 am - 7 pm
Fri. 8 am - 6 pm

Sat. & Sun. 9 am - 4 pm

BRYAN HOUPT
STONE & LUMBER, LLC

DUMPTRUCK & SAWMILL SERVICE

PUC A-8918265
US DOT 2829245

201 Campsite Road,
Bernville PA 19506

484-794-1515

#467704
�Mulch �Side Discharge

#464780 �Catch
�Mulch �Side Discharge

18" Steel Deck
Push Mower, Zone Start
• Briggs & Stratton Series 550EX Ready Start™ engine
• 18" heavy-duty 16 ga. steel deck
• Front 7" & rear 8" adjustable dual bearing wheels
• Comfortable upturned upper handle with OPC controls
• Two-piece lower handle folds down for ease
of storage
• Camlocks for quick release handle fold down

• Single point height adjuster
• Bar Blade
• Zone start for comfortable

starting position
• Optional fabric catcher
(part #767445)

21" Aluminum Deck
Self-Propelled (Variable Speed),
Electric Start
• Briggs & Stratton 675 EXi Series Ready Start™ engine
• Electric key start system
• Nickel metal hydride battery (battery charger included)
• 21" heavy-duty aluminum deck
• Self-propelled, variable speed (2-4 mph)

• Soft Grip upper handle and OPC controls
• Front 8" & Rear 9" adjustable dual bearing
wheels
• Deep tread rear tires

• Handle Lift System for easy
catcher access & storage
• Reinforced lower handle
• Ergo camlocks for adjustable
handle position

• Single point height adjuster
• Bar Blade with bonus mulching blade included
• Washport to facilitate cleaning
• Fabric Catcher - 2 bushels capacity
• Throttle control includedVVVIC’S MOWER

SALES and SERVICE
Sales...Service...Parts

530 Park Road, Fleetwood        610-944-9270
““WWee  ddoonn’’tt  ccaarree  wwhheerree  yyoouu  bboouugghhtt  iitt..””

Chain Saws, Leaf Blowers
String Trimmers

The Best Mower... You’ve Never Heart Of

Starting as low as $319

20 Vinyl Styles To Choose From

Vinyl Fence

Chain Link Fence Automated Gate Entrances Split Rail

12 Aluminum Styles To Choose From

Aluminum Fence

Eliminate The Middle Man

5%
OFF

Residentially
Installed
Fence

COUPON

Not valid on existing contracts.
Coupon must be presented at date of estimate.

Valid for residential contracts only.
GOOD AT J/M FENCE & DECK CO.

Expires April 30, 2016 WP

10%
OFF

Residential
Fence

Material Only -
Labor Not Included

COUPON

Available Products: - PVC Fence    - Chain Link
- Aluminum Fence    - Split Rail

Coupon must be presented at date of estimate.
Valid for residential contracts only.
GOOD AT J/M FENCE & DECK CO.

Expires April 30, 2016 WP

Profes
sional

Install
ation

Availab
le.

Over 2
0 Year

s

Experi
ence.

2209 Shartlesville Road, Mohrsville, PA 19541
610.488.7382

www.jmfencecompany.com

Berks County’s #1 Fence Source

FREE ESTIMATES                                  BEAT THE SPRING RUSH!!

DistributorsandContractorsWelcome.

Extruded & Fabricated
in the USA

Lifetime
Warranty

on Materials
(Vinyl and
Aluminum)

Division of J/M Fence and Deck

All Vinyl and Aluminum Fence
Fabricated On-Site

Materials By:

610-682-0844
16 Lobachsville Rd., Fleetwood, PA 19522

PA002438

D.J. HESS ConstructionD.J. HESS Construction
Building and RemodelingD.J. HESS Construction

Building and RemodelingBuilding and Remodeling

Kitchens
Baths

Sunrooms
Custom
Homes

Siding
Roofing

Replacement
Windows
Additions

TTOO  EEAASSEE  YYOOUURR
BBUUIILLDDIINNGG  PPRROOJJEECCTT

D.J. HESS ConstructionD.J. HESS Construction
Building and Remodeling

Advancements in technology
have made it easier than ever
before for homeowners to cre-
ate a mini movie theater in the
comfort of their own homes.
The affordability of home-the-
ater systems and big-screen
televisions, once deemed a lux-
ury only available to the super-
wealthy, has made it possible
for everyone to enjoy theater-
style entertainment at home.
But one thing that can put a
damper on those home-theater
plans is external noise. Movie
theaters are soundproof so cus-
tomers can’t hear noise from
the nearby freeway or their fel-
low moviegoers “oohing” and
“aahing” in the theater next
door. Private homes, however,
are not so soundproof, so
homeowners must take it upon
themselves to soundproof their
homes to create the ultimate
home-theater experience. The
following are some of the ways
homeowners can do just that.
* Add some layers of drywall.
An extra layer or two of drywall
will block sound coming from
neighboring rooms. Simply add
a layer or two of drywall to the
existing wall.

* Install double-paned windows.
If it’s noise from outside the
home that’s ruining your home
theater experience, then con-
sider installing double-paned
windows with acrylic frames.
Such a job can be costly, so if
it’s going to be a budget-buster,
then sound-deadening drapes
are a cheaper alternative that
can also be effective.
* Decorate the home with
sound-absorbent items.
Another way to soundproof a
home is to decorate the house
with sound-absorbent items.
Furnishings with substantial
cushioning, carpeting and fabric
on the walls will each absorb
sound, reducing the transfer of
sound from room to room.
Upstairs rooms should be car-
peted to further reduce the
transfer of sound.
* Install soundproofing tile on
ceilings. Soundproofing tile on
ceilings is another effective way
to reduce the transference of
sound from room to room and
keep external noise out of the
home-theater room.

Simple Ways To Soundproof A Home

http://www.epvmerchandiser.com
http://www.windsorpress.com
http://www.jmfencecompany.com
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Shop In The Convenience of Your Own Home

Specializing in Armstrong & Congoleum
No Wax Sheet Vinyl Floors

GLENN R. GRESSLEY
Carpet, Linoleum, Tile - Sales - Installation

New Smithville 610-683-8905

Call Today For An
Appointment and
Free Estimate!!

*Via mail-in and/or online rebate.
See rebate forms for details.

Slate.Stainless.

FREE
Premium Finish
UPGRADE

Invite a premium finish into  
your home. Enjoy a free 
upgrade to a Stainless Steel or 
Slate finish plus up to $1500 
in rebates* on select appliance 
packages. Now thru April 26.

Main St. • Fleetwood
610-944-7335

www.clarkstv.com

RUPPERT’S REMODELING
When Quality Matters

* Additions * Basements * Decks
* All Types of Remodeling
David Ruppert, General Contractor
736 North 6th Street, Hamburg, PA 19526
Ruppertsremodeling@yahoo.com

PA030774
610-562-4370      Cell: 484-955-5508

Full Insured

MICHELE LENHART
REALTOR®

610-372-9900 OFFICE
610-207-9691 CELL
610-373-7500 FAX
michele.lenhart@cbhomes.com
www.michelelenhart.com

975 Berkshire Blvd., Suite 100
Wyomissing, PA 19610

Operated by a subsidiary
of NRT LLC

Looking For A New Home?
Have Questions???
GIVE ME A CALL.

25 Years Experience

Finished Basements
Save Energy And Deliver

More Living Space

(MS) By finishing your base-
ment, you can gain more living
space while reducing the
amount of energy loss from
downstairs. Basements that are
not fully finished typically do not
have insulated walls or covered
flooring. This can result in heat
loss and cause your furnace to
work overtime. 
A remodeled basement offers
more than additional storage
space. It can provide a lot of
extra room for a growing family,
such as space for a gym, home
theatre, office, guest suite, or a
playroom for the kids. 
To ensure a comfortable and
inviting basement, there are a
few project components to
consider:
• Insulation will make sure your
space warm and comfortable.
For the best results, install a
stone wool insulation product, a
measure that can be done eas-
ily with the ROXUL Comfort-
Board IS. This product is
mechanically fastened or
adhered to the concrete foun-
dation wall, offering you a high-
er R-value and better acoustics.
• Drywall will help define the
space and make it feel like a
part of your home. If you
haven’t tackled drywall before,
consider hiring a pro to ensure
your walls are seamless. 
• Flooring should be water
sealed and covered with an
insulated material. There are
many products on the market,
but consider laying padding
before carpet or in-floor heating
before tiles. 
• Personalize it with finishing
touches. Select furniture that
can fit down a typically steep
staircase and choose items that
complement the rest of your
home’s décor. 

http://www.epvmerchandiser.com
http://www.windsorpress.com
http://www.clarkstv.com
mailto:Ruppertsremodeling@yahoo.com
mailto:michele.lenhart@cbhomes.com
http://www.michelelenhart.com
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www.abnaturalstone.com

4337 Hamilton Blvd.,
Allentown, PA

(Rt. 222 Wescosville)

610-398-7200

Hardwood Mulches
Decorative Stone

Topsoil ~ Wall Stone ~ Boulders
Belgium Blocks ~ Bricks ~ Pavers

Construction Stone ~ Sand
Landscape Block Retaining Walls

SELF PICK UP OR PROMPT DELIVERY

Dick
Wessner

Inc.

610-562-8512

ASPHALT
PAVING

• Driveways
• Long Lanes
• Parking Lots
• Developments
• Roadways
E-mail: dickwessinc1@verizon.net

PA006152

610-965-0990
www.ddheat-cool.com
200 East Penn Avenue,
Alburtis, PA 18011
The Valley’s Only Lennox Premier Dealer
PA 003114

OFFER EXPIRES 6/10/16.
*On a qualifying system purchase. Lennox system rebate offers range from $200 to $1,700.
Some restrictions apply. One offer available per qualifying purchase. See your local Lennox
Dealer or www.lennox.com for details.
©2016 Lennox Industries Inc. Lennox Dealers include independently owned and operated
businesses.

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE
A MAINTENANCE CHECK

– SPECIAL OFFER –
Receive $10 Off of a

preventive maintenance check.
(first time customers only)

Scheduled between 3/21/16 - 6/10/16

New Image Remodeling LLC
Michael Sebring
owner

3642 Allen Street
Emmaus, PA 18049

610-972-7538
610-421-8673 (fax)
psebring@ymail.com PA 026765

Gardening is a rewarding hobby
that can pay a host of dividends,
both for the planet and the peo-
ple doing the gardening. Healthy
plant life can help clean the air by
absorbing carbon dioxide and
various air pollutants, while the
act of gardening can help gar-
deners combat stress.
Published in 2011 in the Journal
of Health Psychology, a study
from researchers in the
Netherlands found that gardening
promotes relief from acute stress.
In the study, two groups of partic-
ipants were asked to complete a
stressful task and then instructed
to either read indoors or garden
outdoors for 30 minutes. After 30
minutes, the latter group had
lower levels of the stress hor-
mone cortisol and even reported
being in a better mood than the
group instructed to read indoors.
But gardening does more than
just provide gardeners with a rea-
son to spend some time relaxing
outdoors in an effort to relieve
stress. Gardeners who raise cer-
tain plants may be able to bring
those benefits with them when
going inside as well. Houseplants
can work wonders when it comes
to improving overall health,

removing toxins from air, soil and
water by metabolizing some toxic
chemicals and releasing harm-
less byproducts while sequester-
ing such toxins by incorporating
them into plant tissues.
Clean indoor air is important for
everyone, but especially so for
those people who suffer from
respiratory ailments like asthma.
In fact, the American Academy of
Allergy, Asthma and Immunology
considers indoor air filtration an
essential part of any strategy to
improve respiratory health. But
filtration systems and air purifiers
are often not enough, and those
who want the air in their homes
to be as clean as possible may
benefit from introducing certain
houseplants into their homes.
The following are a handful of
plants that can help to improve
indoor air quality.
• Aloe vera: Aloe vera might be
most often associated with hand
creams and hand soaps, but the
aloe vera plant, a succulent that
even novice gardeners should
have no problem growing, can
clear indoor air of formaldehyde
and benzene, two common
byproducts of chemical-based
cleaners many people use in

their homes.
• Spider plant: Spider plants are
resilient, and that makes them
great houseplants for busy men
and women who tend to be for-
getful when caring for their
plants. In addition, spider plants
are pet-friendly and can be used
to combat benzene, carbon diox-
ide, formaldehyde and xylene.
• English ivy: NASA researchers
exploring the possibilities of long-
term space habitation found that
certain houseplants were more
effective at cleaning air inside
energy-efficient, nonventilated
buildings than others. One such
plant was English ivy, which can
effectively combat the formalde-
hyde found in certain household
cleaning products.
• Bamboo palm: Bamboo palms
also found their way onto
NASA’s list. Bamboo palm plants
thrive indoors, where they are
especially effective at filtering out
the chemicals benzene and
trichloroethylene.
Gardening has been proven to be
a soothing hobby that can help
gardeners reduce stress. But the
health benefits of gardening can
extend indoors as well.

Houseplants Can Clean Indoor Air

• Septic Tanks Pumped
• Blocked Lines Opened
• Grease Traps Pumped
• Pumps Installed & Repaired
• Tanks Found
• Risers Installed
• Backhoe Service
• All Types Of Repairs
• Sand Mounds & Drainfields
Cleaned
• Tanks & Septic Systems Installed
610-562-4061

24 HOURS A DAY - 7 DAYS A WEEK & HOLIDAYS

Is Your Septic
System Failing?

We Can Fix It For A Fraction
Of The Price Of A New One!

Septic Service

No Job Too Far!
Cleaning & Repairs

LIC #PA017634
Toll Free 1-877-728-7937

http://www.epvmerchandiser.com
http://www.windsorpress.com
http://www.abnaturalstone.com
mailto:dickwessinc1@verizon.net
http://www.ddheat-cool.com
http://www.lennox.com
mailto:psebring@ymail.com
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w w w . s t o n e y c r e e k r e n t a l s . c o m
872 Park Road, Blandon, PA 19510 • 610-926-4567

Business Hours:
Mon.~Fri. 7 AM to 5 PM; Sat. 7 AM to 2 PM

MMeemmbbeerr

Aerators
Leaf Blowers
Trenchers
Backhoes

Saws
Dethatchers
Tillers
Post Hole Augers

Soil Compactors
Chippers
And More!

RENTING.
So smart, so easy.

WE HAVE THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT FOR YOUR DIY PROJECT.

You’ve been itching to start those spring projects. Having the right
tool for the job will make them easier. When you rent from Stoney
Creek Rentals, you’ll +nd hundreds of tools for both indoor and
outdoor projects. And a knowledgeable staff will show you how to
get the job done right. 

RENT:

We Sell
Propane

Breeze

Through Your

Spring Projects!Breeze

Through Your

Spring Projects!

TOOL & EQUIPMENT
RENTALS

SALES • SERVICE

240 West Main St., Fleetwood, PA  19522  Ph.: 610-944-8385 • Fax: 610-944-0827 • Visit us at: www./eetwoodblock.com
Hours: Monday thru Friday 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. to Noon

FleetwoodFleetwood
Building Block, Inc.Building Block, Inc.
FleetwoodFleetwood
Building Block, Inc.Building Block, Inc.

We Have A Full Staff of Certi7ed Instructors To Help You With Your Projects...FREE!!!
In Business For Over 65 Years!

• Concrete Pavers
• Retaining Walls
• Masonry Supplies
• Natural
Wall Stone

• Patio Blocks
• Stone Veneer
• Pond Supplies
• Decorative Stone
(bag or bulk)

• Paver Sealers
and Cleaners

• Rubber Mulch

Visit  our
15,000 sq. ft.
display area

anytime there’s
daylight.

Visit  our
15,000 sq. ft.
display area

anytime there’s
daylight.

HARLEY
SAYS:

The More You
Look At Homes,

The Better
Our Homes Look!

Why Buy Elsewhere, Pay More And Get Less?
It’s Worth Your Time To Check Us Out!

Rt. 61, 1365 Pottsville Pike, Shoemakersville, PA 19555
www.houckhomesinc.com 610-562-5128

• Beautifully Decorated Homes
• Prices Posted in Each Home
• No High Pressure Sales

• Contracted Improvements
• Financing Available for Qualified Buyers
• Service After the Sale is Our Commitment

• Family Owned & Operated For 55 Years

Includes Delivery, Block Set & Skirting

14' x 66'

Starting At
With Options 

$39,900

Home renovation projects vary in
scope. Something as simple as
repainting a bedroom counts as a
renovation project, as does a full
kitchen remodel. But no matter how
big or small a project, homeowners’
top priority should always be safety.
Before beginning a project, make a
list of possible hazards and how to
avoid them. Here are some poten-
tial dangers that can spring up.
• Asbestos: Many homes built
when asbestos was legal still con-
tain asbestos materials. Asbestos
has been used in many applica-
tions, such as in ceiling materials,
insulation, siding, and more. That’s
because asbestos is flame retar-
dant and serves as an effective and
inexpensive insulator. However,
asbestos fibers released into the
air during renovations can cause
respiratory problems and even lead
to lung cancer. Asbestos needs to
be removed under specific guide-
lines and disposed of properly.

Disposal typically requires hiring a
professional service.
• Dust and dirt: Sanding, sawing,
welding, and other home renovation
tasks can cast debris into the air.
Ventilation may be needed to main-
tain clean, breathable air.
Ventilation can also shuttle any
harmful fumes generated from con-
struction materials outside of the
home. Do-it-yourselfers should
wear masks and eye protection to
guard themselves against debris.
• Electrical lines: All homes may not
have been built in adherence to
modern-day codes. Electric lines
can be discovered where they are
least expected. When doing demo-
lition or drilling/nailing into walls, it’s
not uncommon to come across
electrical wires. Extra caution
needs to be taken, and an electri-
cian should be consulted if the
wires need to be relocated.
• Chemicals: Chemicals, such as
sealants, cleaners, lubricants, and

fuel, may be used during renova-
tion projects. Such substances can
be dangerous to pets and children
if they are touched or accidentally
ingested. Exercise extreme caution
when using chemical products,
making sure all product containers
are sealed and kept out of reach
when not in use.
• Tools: Cuts, abrasions, burns and
more can result when power tools
and even manual tools are used
incorrectly. Learn how to use tools
before beginning a project, and
always put tools away when work is
done for the day.
• Falls: Falls are a leading cause of
household injury, and the chance
of a fall may increase when climb-
ing ladders during home improve-
ment projects. Don’t climb beyond
where indicated on ladders and
always have a spotter  on hand
when climbing is necessary. Wear
harnesses, sturdy footwear and
gloves as well.

Tips For Safer Renovations

http://www.epvmerchandiser.com
http://www./eetwoodblock.com
http://www.windsorpress.com
http://www.houckhomesinc.com
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Featuring Custom Cabinetry by
Creation Cabinetry and

Semi-Custom Cabinetry by Wellborn
and Other Quality Manufacturers

• Kitchen
• Bath
• Entertainment
• Home Of(ice
• Closets

Custom Cabinetry
At or Below Box 
Store Pricing

All Products are Proudly Made in the USA.

557 State St.,
Hamburg, PA 19526

610-562-4700
www.creationcabs.com

For All Your
Home Cabinetry

Needs

FREE
DESIGN
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATES

Plumbing, Heating &
Cooling Contractors, Inc.

* workman’s wages
* workman’s compensation insurance
* truck expenses - gas, oil, tires, etc.
* replacement of tools
* rent, heat, electricity, telephone
* wear & tear on equipment
* truck maintenance
* truck insurance
* fire insurance
* unemployment tax
* social security tax
* business taxes
* education & training costs

* customer property insurance
* occupational health & safety equipment
* preparation of state & federal forms
* employee life and health insurance
* postage, stationery
* office equipment
* employee vacation & holiday benefits
* registration and usage fees
* pension program contributions
* secretary and/or bookkeeper wages
* miscellaneous uncharged
* parts - oil, grease, solder,
lubrications, etc.

BADINGER PLUMBING, INC.
175 Moyer Rd., Reading, PA 19605
610-779-3640 PA017820

BLANKENBILLER PLUMBING
& HEATING
326 Freeman Drive, Fleetwood, PA 19522
610-929-2264 PA059110

COMFORT EXPERTS
207 South Richmond St., Fleetwood, PA 19522
610-944-1216 PA003038

GMI FIRST, INC.
328 Buttonwood St., Reading, PA 19601
610-921-0790 PA018509

EARL F. KEGERISE, INC.
3454 Pricetown Rd., Fleetwood, PA 19522
610-944-8532 PA000544

KLINE’S MECHANICAL & HARDWARE
62 Main St., Strausstown, PA 19559
610-488-1897 PA005685

LINCOLN PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.
450 Morgantown Rd., Reading, PA 19611
610-376-0863 PA008609

A.P. MERKEL, INC.
123 S. Richmond St., Fleetwood. PA 19522
610-944-0476 PA009543

MOYER PLUMBING
& HEATING CO., INC.
105 Main St., Kutztown, PA 19530
610-683-7364 PA000949

WALTER F. NAUGLE & SONS, INC.
233 S. Miller St., Shillington, PA 19607
610-777-1357 PA009617

R.M. SCHAEFFER LLC
PLUMBING
2050 Old Rt. 22, Lenhartsville, PA 19534
610-562-8362 PA023263

LEROY SCHANNAUER
PLUMBING & HEATING
1919 Old Lancaster Pike,
Sinking Spring, PA 19608
610-777-0304 PA013664

JOHN D. SMITH, INC.
10 Ballfield Lane, Fleetwood, PA  19522
610-944-8618 PA004248

Is Your Plumber Worth The Price?
We Would Like You To Be Aware Of The Costs

Involved In A Service Call

FOR THE SAFETY OF YOUR FAMILY, FOR COMPETENT MECHANICAL WORK AND FOR
QUALITY PRODUCTS...CALL FOR A LOCAL PROFESSIONAL PLUMBING CONTRACTOR

Call today:

MILT BUSH
ROOFING CONTRACTOR

55 S. Maple Street, Kutztown, Pa.
Local: 610-683-5342 PA007437

• Shingle
Roofing

• Rubber
Roofing

• Seamless
Gutters

• Window
Replacement

• Vinyl Siding

FFuullllyy  IInnssuurreedd

(MS) Improved practices in the
construction industry today reflect
the greening of building codes
across North America. This proac-
tivity is highlighted by advance-
ments in window daylighting, insu-
lation, air infiltration, and new wall-
building materials. However, many
say that our eco-responsibility can
do even better than this.
Why not choose methods and
materials, for instance, that are
even more energy efficient than
the minimum demanded by build-
ing codes? If you want lowered
energy consumption, more con-
servation and  increased property
value, be sure to choose a builder
who has a demonstratable record
in eco-responsibility.
“A huge step forward is to replace
the traditional wood framing of
your house with what we call ICFs,
insulated concrete forms,” says
Keven Rector at Nudura, a leading
name in this technology. “If, for

instance, you build the envelope of
your house with concrete instead
of wood, the energy required to
heat and cool it will be significant-
ly reduced, a plus for the environ-
ment, and along with reduced
energy bills, a plus for you.” 
SEVERE STORM RESILIENCE
The compact ICFs (nudura.com)
are delivered to the construction
site, where each form interlocks
with the next to quickly assemble
one strong monolithic wall. 
“Our advanced design combines
two panels of thick (EPS) foam
with the structural strength and
thermal mass of concrete,” Rector
explains. “The resulting envelope
immediately gives your house
hurricane wind-resistance up to
250 miles per hour. Concrete
walls also  deliver an energy effi-
ciency rating as high as R-50
(compared to an average R-20 in
wood structures), saving you up
to 50 percent on utility bills. With

the concrete option, countless
trees remain untouched, and with
lowered energy consumption and
less tapping of natural resources
every day, imagine over the years
how much of a contribution your
house will make to recapturing a
sustainable environment.” 
As importantly, he says, a home
built with this concrete system is
also fire resistant and sound
resistant, and is far less prone to
mold, cold spots and drafts.
“Builders receive workplace ben-
efits too,” Rector points out. “ICF
construction assures the adher-
ence to building codes, it takes up
less shipping space, requires less
manpower at the site, and the
assembly is faster than wood
framing. Time-strapped builders
and eager homeowners benefit
equally from this efficiency.”
If you want your builder to use
ICFs, be sure to discuss it early in
the plans.

Build Your Home Guided By Eco-Responsibility

Many people decide to upgrade
from their apartments or condo-
miniums out of a need for more
space. But even after moving
into a new home, homeowners
may soon begin to outgrow the
room they have. 
Rather than looking for a new
home, some homeowners con-
sider expansion. Expanding a
living space can be expensive,
and a more affordable option
may be converting existing

basement or garage space into
something more livable.
Garages already are built on a
foundation, have four walls and
a roof overhead, so a garage-
conversion project is merely a
matter of turning this utilitarian
area into a living space.
Before beginning the renova-
tion, homeowners should con-
sider the benefits versus the
cost of converting the garage.
For those who are planning to
grow old in a house, a garage
conversion can be a worthy
investment. But those who
intend to sell their homes rather
than retire in them may learn
that a converted garage can
affect home value and make it
less desireable at resale.
Compare your home to others
in the area and see what your

neighbors have done. If con-
verted garages are the norm
where you live, your own reno-
vation may fit in with others.
Always apply for the proper per-
mits and learn the zoning laws
to see if a garage conversion is
acceptable in your town or city.
It’s best to go by the book so
that work can be done in a
proper manner and be inspect-
ed for safety.
Many homeowners hope their
garage-conversion projects will
make their garages seem like a
seamless part of the rest of the
house. To do so, you will need
to remove evidence the space
was once a garage. Slab floor
will need to be raised and insu-
lated. Walls also will need to be
insulated and finished to
improve comfort and sound-
proofing. Many garages do not
have windows, so for the
garage to function as a renovat-
ed space, windows may need
to be added.
One of the biggest transforma-
tions will come by way of modi-
fying the garage door entry.
Some homeowners prefer to
leave the existing door so that
the home still has the appear-
ance of a garage from the curb,
while others remove the garage
door and rebuild the exterior
wall so that it has a window or
another architectural element.
An architect can help suggest
design elements that will cam-
ouflage the original garage look
and make the space seem like
it was always part of the main
living area of the home.
Landscaping work also can
minimize the appearance of an
old garage. Rather than having
the driveway end at the wall of
a home, shrubbery, pavers and
other techniques can blend the
garage renovation into the rest
of the yard design.
Transforming a garage into a
living space can add several
hundred square feet to a home.
Hire a reputable contractor and
follow the municipal guidelines
for modifying the space to
ensure the job is done right.

Converting Garages Into Livable Spaces

HAWK VALLEY
LANDSCAPE MATERIALS

Premium Soils and Mulches
� Quantity Discounts

� You Pick Up or We Deliver
152 Pine Creek Road, Kempton, PA 19529

610-756-6259

www.hawkvalleyfarm.com

Ernie Martin
EXCAVATING
Residential - Agricultural

– Insured –
72 Dryville Road

Fleetwood, PA 19522
PPHH::  661100--668822--22005500

� EExxccaavvaattiioonnss
� BBaasseemmeenntt

BBuuiillddiinngg
PPaaddss

� GGrraaddiinngg
� TTrreenncchhiinngg
� SSeeppttiicc

SSyysstteemmss
� HHaauulliinngg

http://www.epvmerchandiser.com
http://www.windsorpress.com
http://www.creationcabs.com
http://www.hawkvalleyfarm.com
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906 Centerport Road
Mohrsville, PA 19541

610-926-4265
www.millerslawnmowerservice.com

Echo Spring
Cleanup

Simplicity Tractors

Simplicity, Toro, Columbia Riding Tractors,
Lawn & Garden Equipment, Echo Power Equipment

In StockBriggs & Stratton
Generators

On Sale Now

MARCH 15th -31st

Spring
SALE

’Life is Better 
Local’ Tote Bag  

$15 with any 
purchase of $25 

or more

EASTER GIFT 
GIVING 

Easter flowers, locally made 
artisan gifts, unique design 
items, gift cards and more!

GET READY FOR THE SEASON! 
Come see our NEW inventory of 

Outdoor Furniture in our Showroom!

th - stth t
2288 State Street, Alburtis, PA  18011  -  610.682.7233  -  www.kospiafarms.com

24 Hours A Day - 7 Days A Week & Holidays

K&W SEPTIC SERVICE
WE REPAIR/INSTALL WE CLEAN
• Specializing In On-The-Job Repairs • Septic Tanks
• Tanks Located & Dug Open • Cesspools
• Lines Opened & Repaired • Holding Tanks
• Pumps Installed For Sand Mounds
• Risers & Bafflers Installed
• Backhoe Service

610-488-6588 Call The Septic Professionals
5874 Old Rt. 22, Bernville

Serving

BERKS COUNTY

PA006352

S921500

Stock & Custom Pole Buildings
Call for Free Estimates 1-800-861-6445
www.jwlpolebuildings.com

Residential • Commercial • Agriculture • Horse Barns

#PA022680
Call Now Pole Buildings Also Available
with Concrete Floors, Shingle Roofi ng,

Vinyl Siding, Insulation

������ 	�
����
��������	�
����
�
�������� � ����������������������
���������� �����������������������������

���� Draperies and Valances ���� Bedroom Ensembles
���� Cornices ���� Pillows and Window Seat Cushions
���� Swags and Jabots ���� Table Covers
���� Roman Shades ���� Hunter Douglas–Certi-ed Installer

2nd Generation

ADAMS
WINDOW FASHIONS

Shop-At-Home Service
Residential and Commercial

Custom Window Treatments are created in
our workroom and are installed by us.

RENEE ADAMS MOSER
610-562-2150

awfashions@verizon.net

Also Mid-Range
and Stock
Cabinetry
Available.

Complete Kitchen
and Bath

Renovations.
Countertop

Replacements
In Granite,

Solid Surface, Tile
& Laminate

On-site Kitchen Design Service
With 35 Years Experience Creating The Area’s Finest Kitchens

Fine Custom Cabinetry

Larry Ernst,
Designer/Consultant
162 Virginville Rd.,
Hamburg, PA 19526

610-562-1587
PA00325

New parents face a host of chal-
lenges upon bring their newborn
sons and daughters home, not the
least of which is childproofing their
homes so the newest additions to
their families are safe and sound.
The strategies moms and dads
employ when childproofing their
homes will change as youngsters
grow older and mure curious, but
the following are a few tips to get
parents started.
• Install safety latches and locks on
cabinets and drawers. Curiosity
might start to take over at the
moment infants learn to crawl, so
new parents should install safety
latches and locks on all cabinets
and drawers in their homes. The
United States Consumer Product
Safety Commission notes that
such latches and locks can prevent
access to a host of potentially
harmful items, such as medica-
tions, cleaning products, knives,
and other sharp objects.
• Use anti-scald devices. Burns
from hot water can quickly cause
significant burns to young chil-
dren’s skin, so install anti-scald
devices that regulate water tem-
perature and reduce the risk of
kids being burned. The CPSC also
recommends lowering water
heaters to 120 F to further reduce
the risk of burns.
• Use safety gates at stairways and
in rooms that are off limits. Safety
gates  around stairways and in
doorways of prohibited rooms can
reduce the likelihood of potentially
harmful falls and keep kids out of
rooms where they might be
harmed. Place gates in  the door-
ways of rooms that contain sharp
objects, work tools, substances
that can prove harmful if ingested,
and any other items you don’t want
inquisitive tots to come into contact
with. Make sure all safety gates at
the top of stairways are the kind
that can be nailed into the wall.
• Attach bumpers to the edges of
sharp furniture. Corner and edge
bumpers can reduce the risk of
injury when kids bang their heads
on sharp furniture such as coffee
tables or other items with hard
edges. Make sure the bumpers are
firmly secured before allowing
youngsters into the room.
Infants, toddlers and young chil-
dren are vulnerable to injury
around the house. Parents can
reduce that injury risk by taking
several steps to childproof their
homes. More childproofing tips are
available at www.cpsc.gov. 

How To Childproof
Your Home

http://www.epvmerchandiser.com
http://www.jwlpolebuildings.com
http://www.windsorpress.com
http://www.kospiafarms.com
http://www.millerslawnmowerservice.com
mailto:awfashions@verizon.net
http://www.cpsc.gov
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Offer expires 6/1/16. Offer valid on purchase of complete custom cabinet renewal from Kitchen Saver®. Offer must be used at time of estimate only.  May not be combined with other offers or applied to previous purchases. 
Valid only at select locations. Style and feature availability varies by location and may be different than pictured. PA HIC #063180  Delaware Business License #2013605887  Ohio Registration #2219521 NJ HIC #13VH08343300

1-844-932-8481 Prepare to be impressed.TM

nari
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
THE REMODELING INDUSTRY

central pa chapter Call today or visit us online at ksreface.com/local

on your kitchen transformation.

Save $750
Y O U R  C O D E :  7 6 2 3 1

New cabinet doors and soft-close drawers with hardware

Matching cabinet exteriors and reinforced cabinet boxes

New custom counter tops and a built-in sink

Storage and organization accessories customized for you

Installation by your professional technician in about 3-5 days

There’s a smarter way.

PROPANE 
REFILLS

C
LI
P
 a
nd
 S
A
V
E

C
LIP

 and S
A
V
E

RETAINING
WALL SYSTEMS

AND PAVERS
Pick Up At Our Yard Or

We Will Deliver Any Size Load

• QUALITY TOPSOIL
(Specially Prepared Rich Mix)

• ASSORTMENT OF MULCHES
• DECORATIVE STONE
• DRIVEWAY STONE
• FRESH & SUPER AGED
MUSHROOM SOIL

• FILL DIRT • STONE • SAND
• BAGGED OR BULK

See Our
E.P. Henry Display
See Our
E.P. Henry Display

WE SELL:

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 AM to 5 PM, 
Sat. 8 AM to 3 PM

4 Industrial Drive, Hamburg, PA
(formerly Lowland Road)

610-562-8662

Our 36th Year

COUNTRYSIDE COAL
Delivery Service

Anthracite Coal - Hard - Medium Hard
All Sizes - Courteous Delivery Service
717-933-9263 717-269-0804

WE SELL
BLASCHAK COAL

DAVID W. ROHRER,
PROP.

ASPHALT PAVING
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

Excavation & Grading • Parking Lots
Driveways • Private/Public Roads & Streets

Hot Sealcoating • Cracked Filling • Tar & Chip
Free Estimates • Reasonable Rates • Fully Insured

All Modern Equipment • No Job Too Far
1-888-665-0050

Toll Free
Cell: 610-972-1469 / Office: 610-562-8447

Hamburg, PA

As adults approach their golden
years, the homes they once
thought of as sanctuaries can
become unsafe. Families wres-
tle with the decision to keep
parents and grandparents in
their homes or move them into
assisted living facilities or other
senior residences.
Modifying seniors’ homes to
make them safer is another
option. The National Institute on
Aging says that families may be
able to have a senior stay at
home by helping older relatives
remain independent but safe.
The following are a few ways to
do just that.
• Remove fall hazards. The NIA
reports that six out of 10 falls
happen at home, where people
spend the most time and fail to
think about their safety. Seniors
who want to be independent
may overestimate their physical
abilities. Because falls can be
so dangerous, leading to cuts,
abrasions, broken bones, and
more, seniors and their families
must take steps to prevent falls
in homes. Improve lighting,
especially at night when sight

may become diminished. Install
hand rails and grab bars where
possible. Pick up clutter and
remove tripping hazards, such
as slippery rugs or electric
cords. Install an electric stair
climbing seat to make travers-
ing stairs less risky.
• Improve visibility and ability to
communicate. Vision loss may
accompany aging, but technol-
ogy can help mitigate such
losses. Use big-button phones,
remote controls and even key-
boards so seniors can keep in
touch. Voice-activated ther-
mostats or smart home technol-
ogy also can make it easier for
seniors to voice their needs.
• Modify fixtures and other fea-
tures. Dexterity may wane with
age, and arthritis can make
grasping or turning doorknobs
and faucets more challenging.
Take inventory of areas of the
home that present the biggest
obstacles to seniors. Replace
knobs in the shower or on
faucets with lever handles,
which are easier to maneuver.
Install new cabinets and doors
that freely glide open and self-

close. Replace toggle light
switches with easier paddle-
type switches that can be
pushed with a hand or even
arm. Motion-sensor lights also
can be handy. Push-button
oven controls may make cook-
ing easier.
• Prepare for medical emergen-
cies. Invest in medical alert sys-
tems, such as necklaces or
bracelets, that can be used to
contact police or emergency
medical personnel directly.
Make phones available in com-
monly used rooms in the home,
such as bedrooms, the living
room, bathrooms, and the
kitchen. 
• Install ramps and nonslip
flooring. Ramps can make it
easier to reach the front door or
cross over elevated doorway
thresholds. Nonslip flooring
also can prevent falls around
the house, offering more trac-
tion for feet, walkers or canes.
• Repair cracks in walkways
and driveways. Safety should
also extend to the outdoors. Be
sure to repair cracks or uneven
pavement. Replace loose patio

blocks or bricks with a more
stable design or with concrete
or asphalt. While outdoors, trim
back bushes and make sure
there are no tripping hazards
outside as well.
A few modifications can make it
possible for seniors to live com-
fortably in their homes for many
years.

Renovations For Senior Safety
 B ethel, PA •  1-888-553-5309  •  SINCE 1990 B ethel, PA •  1-888-553-5309  •  SINCE 1990

 RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • EQUESTRIAN • SPECIALIZING IN POST FRAME CONSTRUCTION
 VViissiitt OOuurr WWeebbssiittee TToo VViieeww OOuurr PPhhoottoo GGaalllleerryy Visit Our Website To View Our Photo Gallery

 wwwwww..wwooooddoorriiggiinnaallssiinncc..ccoomm www.woodoriginalsinc.com
 HIC#PA018496

 II II I
 nn nn n
 cc.. cc.. c.

 BBuuiillddiinnggss bbyy BBuuiillddiinnggss bbyy Buildings by

 WWOOOODD OORRIIGGIINNAALLSS WWOOOODD OORRIIGGIINNAALLSS WOOD ORIGINALS
 • SERVICE & EXPERIENCE • SERVICE & EXPERIENCE

 Wood Originals has been serving customers since  Wood Originals has been serving customers since 
 1990. We will be happy to come with you to your  1990. We will be happy to come with you to your 
 building site, sit down with you and review your  building site, sit down with you and review your 
 ideas, and  offer suggestions. ideas, and  offer suggestions.

 • WORKMANSHIP • WORKMANSHIP
 Our buildings are built by our employees, many of  Our buildings are built by our employees, many of 
 which have been with us for years. We back our  which have been with us for years. We back our 
 buildings with a 2-5 year workmanship warranty. buildings with a 2-5 year workmanship warranty.

 • QUALITY MATERIALS • QUALITY MATERIALS
 We offer a concrete column post which eliminates  We offer a concrete column post which eliminates 
 wood posts in ground as well as many other options. wood posts in ground as well as many other options.

 S724944

http://www.epvmerchandiser.com
http://www.windsorpress.com
http://www.woodoriginalsinc.com
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Manufactured 
in PA

Visit our Berks Coun� Farm!!! 

Hrs by Appointment Mon. - Sat.
354 Oak Haven Rd. Fleetwood, PA 

(610) 683-7902

MATTRESSES

Easy-Roll   
   Shades

Carl Urffer & Sons, Inc.
Floor Covering Co.

Family Pride in Craftsmanship

CARPET ~ VINYL ~ LAMINATES ~ TILE ~ WOOD
SALES & INSTALLATIONS

785 Furnace Street • Emmaus, PA 18049
PH: 610-965-5509      FAX: 610-965-8625

PA3904

Carl Urffer & Sons, Inc.
Floor Covering Co.

R M SCHAEFFER LLC
Plumbing & Hydronic Heating

2050 Old 22 • Lenhartsville, PA 19534 • 
�	�������������
���	����	�
����
�����	�
������	��
����
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Richard M. Schaeffer, Member Allen R. Schaeffer, Member
PA023263

ROY’S STEINER
SALES

151 Sousley Road, Lenhartsville, PA 19534
610.756.6150  •  Cell 610.217.6446 

steiner151@verizon.net

The new 440 offers many new features including a foot pedal for forward and reverse operation, repositioned hand controls, new
hydraulic system, stronger axles, more horsepower, folding rops bar (standard), 2" receiver hitch (standard), seven-position seat
adjustment that lowers as it moves forward, newly designed dash, four halogen headlights, 40-amp charging system (standard),
stronger battery, electric clutch for PTO engagement (standard). Same quick-hitch system for the many front-mounted attachments.

Trencher Cab & Snowblower Rototiller Rotary Sweeper Core Aerator

School Districts, Townships, 
State & County Parks, Etc. 
Can Purchase Under 
PA State Contract!

Above are just some of the 20 attachments available for the Steiner.

MOW – BLOW – TRENCH
HAUL – DRILL – TILL

THE “STEINER” DOES IT ALL

FINANCE
PLANS

AVAILABLE

NEW Model 235
with 25 HP Kubota
Diesel Engine.

Fully hydrostatic unit. Front-wheel drive, rear-wheel steer. Foot pedal
for F&R. Unit accepts many of the “Quick Hitch” front mounted
“Steiner” attachments.

Front Mounted 4, 5 & 6 ft. Decks
Flip up for easy maintenance.

Model 440
Articulating 

4x4

Model KRMF606ESS
25.8 Cu. Ft. 
36'' Multi-Door
Refrigerator
• 5-Door Configuration
• Preserva®  Food Care System
• Herb Storage
• 2 Soft-Close Drawers
• 3-Tier Freezer Drawer
• LED Lighting

Model KECD807XSS 30-Inch
Electric Cooktop
• 4 Element Downdraft          • 2 Double-Ring Round Elements
• 400 CFM Exhaust Rating     • 3-Speed Fan Control
• Pure Color Ceramic-Glass Surface

Model KUBL304ESS
Beverage Center
• 24'' Stainless Steel • 4.8 cu. ft. Capacity
• SatinGlide® Metal Front Racks • 14 Wine Bottle Capacity
• 2 Temperature-Controlled Zones

Model KMHS120ESS
1000-Watt 30''
Microwave
• 7 Sensor Functions    • 2.0 Cu. Ft. Capacity   • Stoppable Turntable
• Cookshield Finish             • Keep Warm Function

Model KODE507ESS

27" Double
Wall Oven
• Even-Heat™ True Convection Oven
• Temperature Probe
• Professionally-Inspired Design
• 4.3 Cu Ft. Capacity
• Self-Cleaning Cycle

Receive A

DAVID’S ELECTRIC, INC.
314 Main St., Emmaus • 610-965-4282

“In Business Since 1946”

MasterCard® Prepaid Card By Mail
With Purchase of 6 Qualified KichenAid Brand Appliances.$700

Model KDTM354DSS

KitchenAid Dishwasher
Architect Series II 24
• Fully Integrated Dishwasher with
14-place settings
• 6 Wash Cycles/7 Options
• ProFilter Wash System
• ProScrub Option
• WhisperQuiet® System at 43 dBA

Carpets provide both practical
and aesthetic appeal inside a
home. In winter, carpets help
keep homes warm, and the
right color carpet can add to
design schemes. 
While rugs may have originated
in the Far East, North America
also has some rich carpet histo-
ry. According to The Carpet and
Rug Institute, the United States
carpet industry began in 1791
when the first woven carpet mill
opened in Philadelphia. Others
soon followed suit. Tufted car-
pets and machine-powered
manufacturing helped churn out
yards upon yards of carpeting,
making it a popular, affordable
and common addition to
homes, especially after the
post-World War II housing
boom.
Carpeting remains a go-to floor-
ing material in modern homes.
In fact, many homes offer a
blend of both carpeting in some
rooms and different flooring
choices in others.
Upon choosing carpet, it is
important that homeowners fol-
low some guidelines to prolong
a carpet’s longevity and main-
tain its style. The following are
some common carpeting dos
and don’ts.
DO consider the room’s pur-
pose and foot traffic before
shopping for carpeting. Make a
list of the attributes desired
(e.g., soundproofing, easy care,
high pile) and present these to
the salesperson so he or she
can help you make the best
choice.
DON’T rush into flooring choic-
es. Unlike paint colors, flooring
materials are more permanent
choices that are only updated
every several years or more.
Weigh all of your options before
diving in.

DO consider conservative col-
ors and styles. Neutral hues
and patterns will blend better
with furniture options. This
means you can change furni-
ture out and still keep the exist-
ing carpeting, which comple-
ments any new pieces. Also, if
there’s a chance you might sell
your home in the near future,
buyers tend to look for a neutral
color scheme they can make
their own.
DON’T skimp on padding to
save a few dollars on the carpet
installation. The carpeting
needs a solid foundation to last
and look its best. Inadequate
padding can lead to extra and
noticeable wear and tear.
Invest in a good foundation for

the carpeting, like firm, dense
padding in high-traffic areas.
DO become knowledgeable
about different carpet styles,
such as frieze, Berber, Saxony,
textured, and more. This will
help ensure you make the most
educated decision.
DON’T purchase at the first
store you visit. Shop around to
investigate different pricing and
specials. Also, consider the
professionalism and expertise
of the staff responsible for car-
pet installation. High-cost car-
pet may not look very good if it
isn’t installed correctly.
DO stain-protect rugs and car-
peting, which can help repel
stains that would otherwise
become permanent and can

prolong the longevity of the
flooring.
DON’T forget to vacuum car-
pets frequently to prevent
ground-in dirt and debris.
DO pick textured carpets to
conceal footprints and vacuum
track marks.

Homeowners should consider
as many variables as possible,
including foot traffic in a given
room, before installing carpet-
ing in their homes.

Find And Maintain
The Right Carpet

For You

SSeerrvviinngg  TThhee  CCoommmmuunniittyy  FFoorr  OOvveerr  6655  YYeeaarrss!!
15085 Kutztown Rd.,
Kutztown, PA 19530
610-683-7324

HOURS: Mon. thru Fri. 8:30 a.m.-6 p.m.;
Sat. 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 

 TV, Appliances and Furniture
SALES • SERVICE • RENTALS

ELECTRIC

PA027347 VViissiitt  UUss  OOnnlliinnee!!  www.erbelectrickutztown.com 

Need Help With
Electrical Work?

From changing a lightbulb to wiring a house, we can do it!
Did your appliance recently stop working?
Our experienced technician, Lightening Mike,
can help at a cost that won’t break the bank.

Erb Electric - 610-683-7324
Find us on Facebook for savings, tips, weekly deals
and Hump Day Happy Hour Specials!

Construction � Remodeling � Painting
• Garages • Family Rooms
• Kitchens • Bathrooms
• Replacement Windows • Additions
& Doors, Storm Doors • Decks

• Ceramic Tile • Siding
• Vinyl, Hardwood & • Ceilings

Engineered Flooring • Formica & Corian

QUALITY WORKMANSHIP AND
MATERIALS

WE ALSO DO SMALL JOBS.
Free Estimates

Call 610-926-1999
MEMBER OF HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION

Bernard G. Spohn

PA013306

http://www.epvmerchandiser.com
http://www.windsorpress.com
mailto:steiner151@verizon.net
http://www.erbelectrickutztown.com
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Trimline
Manufacturing, LLC
72 Willow St., Kutztown, PA    484-388-3893

Daniel Loewen, Owner
trimlinemanufacturing@gmail.com

Metal Trim Bending
Up To 21’

Standard and
Specialty Trim

BBlluuee  MMoouunnttaaiinn  CChhiimmnneeyy  SSwweeeepp
610-285-2081

• Chimney Liners
• Brick/Stone Pointing/Restoration
• Teardowns & Rebuilds
• Chimney Cleaning • Masonry Repairs
• Relining Specialist • Chimney Caps & Dampers
• Masonry Waterproofing • Inspections
• Fireplace Restorations • Flame Wood Stoves
• Repointing & Inserts

Toll Free: 1-888-514-3835  
610-916-0237 • 212 Slater Rd. • Reading, PA 19605

www.EliteFuelService.com

HIC# PA017944

“Ultra Clean” Heating
OUR CLEANER ALTERNATIVE FOR HEATING OIL

CALL TODAY to learn more about your cleaner fuel option!

•  BURNS CLEANER than natural gas resulting  
in peak efficiency 365 days a year 

•   ELIMINATES SOOT, tank residue, sludge,  
and unnecessary service calls

•  LOWERS EMISSIONS, and improves the  
environment inside and outside your home

SE
RV

ING 

BER
KS C

OUNTY

Friendly. Family Owned. Fair Prices.

• BURNS AS CLEAN as natural gas resulting in peak efficiency 365 days a year
• ELIMINATES SOOT, tank residue, sludge, and unnecessary service calls
• LOWERS EMISSIONS, and improves the environment inside and outside your home

Toll Free: 1-888-514-3835  
610-916-0237 • 212 Slater Rd. • Reading, PA 19605

www.EliteFuelService.com

HIC# PA017944

“Ultra Clean” Heating
OUR CLEANER ALTERNATIVE FOR HEATING OIL

CALL TODAY to learn more about your cleaner fuel option!

•  BURNS CLEANER than natural gas resulting  
in peak efficiency 365 days a year 

•   ELIMINATES SOOT, tank residue, sludge,  
and unnecessary service calls

•  LOWERS EMISSIONS, and improves the  
environment inside and outside your home

SE
RV

ING 

BER
KS C

OUNTY

Friendly. Family Owned. Fair Prices.

Toll Free: 1-888-514-3835 • 610-916-0237
212 Slater Rd., Reading, PA 19605 • www.EliteFuelService.com 

CALL TODAY to learn more about your cleaner fuel option!

Cleaner 
Environment,
Better Health

“Ultra Clean” Heating
OUR CLEANER ALTERNATIVE FOR HEATING OIL

SER
VIN

G

BER
KS 
CO
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TY

“Ultra Clean” Low Sulfer Fuel Oil vs. Traditional #2 Fuel Oil

“Ultra Clean” Heating
OUR CLEANER ALTERNATIVE FOR HEATING OIL

WHIRLPOOL • AMANA • GE
LG • HOTPOINT • FRIGIDAIRE

BOSCH • SPEED QUEEN
MAYTAG • KITCHENAID

Quality Residential Appliance Sales and Prompt Service
Family Owned & Operated For 75 Years

Hours of Operation: 
Mon., Wed., Fri. 8 am to 5 pm

Tues., Thurs. 8 am to 6:30 pm, Sat. 8 am to 12 pm

71 Penn Street, Lenhartsville, PA 19534 
Phone: 610-562-8577

Discover,  Visa, MasterCard

LLEESSHHEERR’’SS  AAPPPPLLIIAANNCCEESS  IINNCC..

When the economy struggles to
the point of recession, few peo-
ple benefit. However, there are
some businesses that thrive
during a recession, using the
circumstances to their advan-
tage and actually growing busi-
ness in spite of a sagging econ-
omy.
One such business is rental
agencies or property manage-
ment companies. Even land-
lords with a single investment
property tend to do better dur-
ing a recession, when individu-
als might be fearful of buying a
home or simply unable to afford
it. Such individuals still need a
place to live, however, and
landlords benefit as a result. 
One of the best things a land-
lord can do during a recession
is to pay more attention to their
rental properties, ensuring the
properties are in tip-top shape
so they can get the most out of
each unit at a time when the
rental market is most competi-
tive. This might require some
renovations, which landlords
should be making periodically
anyway, regardless of how
strong or tenuous the economy
might be.
* Update the paint. Apartments
are typically empty when shown
to prospective renters, and any
issues with the paint job are
very noticeable during such
viewings. If the paint is outdat-
ed or there is any fading,
update the walls with a fresh
coat of paint. It’s ideal to do so

whenever a tenant moves out,
but landlords whose buildings
have a high turnover rate likely
won’t need to repaint every time
a tenant moves out. When
adding a new coat of paint,
choose a light, neutral color to
give the property a fresh, invit-
ing look.
* Replace the carpeting.
Carpeting is another area
prospective renters are instant-
ly drawn to when viewing an
apartment. New carpeting is
always attractive to potential
tenants, and landlords won’t
have to break the bank to
replace the carpets when an
existing tenant moves out.
Instead of expensive carpeting,
choose a medium grade carpet
with a neutral color, ideally
beige or light brown, which can
hide spills or stains should the
next tenant prove messy and
move out after the original
lease terms are up. Before lay-
ing carpet, don’t forget to lay
down quality padding under-
neath. Such padding makes the
carpet feel softer and of higher
quality.
* Upgrade the appliances.
Perhaps nothing evokes a
stronger response from
prospective renters than a
property’s appliances.
Outdated appliances make
renters speculate as to what
else might be outdated and if
the building is well taken care
of. On the other hand, newer
appliances, particularly stain-

less steel items, create a con-
temporary feel and give the
impression, true or false, that a
landlord won’t allow the building
to grow dated or fall into disre-
pair. When shopping for appli-
ances, choose ones that are
more basic so any eventual
repairs won’t be too complicat-
ed or costly. Newer appliances
enable landlords to charge
more rent for a given property,
and many renters would agree
that such properties are worth
the extra money.
* Install new windows. Older
buildings tend to have creaky or
drafty windows, which not only
makes the property colder dur-
ing the winter months, but it
also drives up utility costs as
renters are forced to turn up the
thermostat to combat drafts and
cold air entering the unit. New
windows can eliminate such
drafts and reduce utility costs,
something landlords can use to
their advantage when dis-
cussing the property with
potential tenants. Landlords
might even be able to earn tax
breaks when installing new,
energy-efficient windows.
Discuss if any such breaks exist
with the local municipality.
When it comes to renovating a
rental property, landlords can
make a handful of small reno-
vations that, while relatively
inexpensive, enable them to
earn  substantially more money
from each unit over the long
haul.

Renovating A Rental Property

http://www.epvmerchandiser.com
http://www.windsorpress.com
mailto:trimlinemanufacturing@gmail.com
http://www.EliteFuelService.com
http://www.EliteFuelService.com
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Satisfaction
Guaranteed

THE RHODE AGENCY, INC.

IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE
KUTZTOWN

252 W. Main St.
610-683-3565

www.rhodeagency.com

Independent
Insurance
Agent ®

Want To
SAVE $$ on
BOTH your

Car Insurance
and

Homeowner
Insurance?

We here at
The Rhode Agency, Inc. can

help. We have Companies who
give discounts to BOTH auto

and home policies.
Give us a call for a free quote,

and see how much you can save!

SOCIETY
CLEANERS

Specialists in
Drapery Cleaning

216 S. 4th St., Hamburg, PA 19526
PH: 610-562-7852

Spruce Up For Spring
20% OFF

If You Book By April 30, 2016

JJBBMMZZ
Plastering & Stucco

Strausstown, PA 19559
Phone: 484-218-8931
Over 30 years experience

Drywall � Dryvit � Stone, Brick, Slate Repointing
Interior & Exterior Painting & More

PA 120804    Fully Insured    Free Estimate

Jake Wessner, Owner
C: 610-972-2583

Residential | Commercial | Agricultural
� Patios/Hardscaping
� Septic System Installations & Repairs
� Grading
� All Types Of Excavation
� Land Clearing & Stump Removal
� Small Additions to New Home

Excavations

Call For Free Estimates!

Over 20 Years Of Experience!

572 St. Michaels Road
Hamburg, PA 19526

610.504.8060
fforge@early.com        www.fisherforge.com

Custom Blacksmithing and Ornamental Iron Work
Specializing in:

Antique Reproductions and Hardware
Restoration Work

Custom Railings, Gates and Furniture

Custom and Stock
Cabinetry

Countertop Replacements

*Kitchen Showroom*

P.O. Box 208, Virginville
610-562-1587

WAYNE STUMP
CONTRACTING

� New Home
Construction

� Remodeling

� Additions
� Concrete  

Work

PA00325

CHRISTMAN’S DRIVEWAY SEALING, INC.
— is Now —

FAUST DRIVEWAY SEALING, INC.
Owner - Barry Faust

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL LOTS

Same Quality Work • Same Reasonable Prices

FREE Estimates CALL 570-386-2025PA117521

Serving All of
Berks and
Schuylkill
Counties 

Visit Our Beautiful Showroom at
1325 Chestnut Street
Emmaus, PA 18049

Phone: 610-928-4290
Hours: Mon. thru Fri. 8 to 5; Sat. 10 to 2

Various Vanity Blanks On
Display In Our Showroom
At Half The Retail Price

Unsurpassed Quality at a
Surprisingly Reasonable Price

Stop by our showroom for wonderful ideas
on your next kitchen project.

www.apollomarbleandgranitecreations.com
PA080836

Various Vanity Blanks On
Display In Our Showroom
At Half The Retail Price

One springtime task on home-
owners’ to-do lists is checking
cooling systems to ensure they
are ready for summer. Proper
maintenance of cooling sys-
tems is essential to saving
energy and keeping utility costs
down. Fortunately, homeown-
ers need not be certified HVAC
technicians to maintain their
cooling units. 
• Clean filters. Whether a home
is kept cool by a whole-house
central air conditioning system
or window units, clean filters
are necessary to keep the units
working efficiently. Routinely
replacing or cleaning filters is
one of the most important main-
tenance tasks to improve air-
flow and increase efficiency.
The U.S. Office of Energy
Efficiency & Renewable Energy
says replacing a dirty, clogged
filter with a clean one can lower
an air conditioner’s energy con-
sumption by anywhere from 5
to 15 percent.
• Know the square footage.
When replacing a cooling sys-
tem, have an understanding of
the size of your home (or room
if installing an window unit).
Determine the area of the home
so you buy a unit that suits your
needs. Air conditioners use
BTUs (British Thermal Units) to
define cooling power. The more
BTUs, the larger the space that
can be cooled. However, home-
owners do not want to exceed
the necessary cooling power.
This leads to energy waste.
EnergyStar.gov can help home-
owners find the right cooling
system for their needs.
• Inspect system coils. The
evaporator and condenser coils
on air conditioners can collect
dirt, even when filters are main-
tained. Dirty coils are less effi-
cient at absorbing heat, so peri-
odically remove the dirt.
Outdoor coils can be kept
cleaner by cutting back foliage
from the unit to allow better air
flow.
• Inspect condensate drains.
Energy.gov also suggests mak-
ing sure condensate drains,
which take moisture pulled from
the air away, are functioning
properly. If they’re clogged,
they may not be effective at
reducing humidity in a home,
and they may even leak.
• Clear debris. Remove fallen
leaves or other plant material
from condenser units and fan
blades. Obstructed compo-
nents can cause the system to
retain heat, compromising its
ability to work effectively. Some
homeowners prefer to cover
their condensers at the end of
the cooling season to keep
leaves and dirt out of the unit.
• Check window unit seals.
When installing window units,
make sure all seals around the
air conditioner are in place to
prevent cool-air loss. 

• Hire a technician. Air condi-
tioner technicians can be very
helpful and will know how to
prepare a system for hot weath-
er. Technicians typically con-
duct multipoint inspections and
measure such things as refrig-
erant levels and duct leakage.
Airflow through the evaporator
coil also may be checked. If a
homeowner suspects the ther-
mostat is not working properly,
a technician can verify if that is
true and even install a new one
if necessary. 
As summer approaches, home-
owners should prepare their air
conditioning units for the busy
months ahead.

Prepare
Cooling Systems

For Warm Weather

http://www.epvmerchandiser.com
http://www.windsorpress.com
http://www.apollomarbleandgranitecreations.com
http://www.rhodeagency.com
mailto:fforge@early.com
http://www.fisherforge.com
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137 Schuylkill Ave., Hamburg, PA 19526
484-660-3432 Mon. to Fri. 8 to 4:30

Fastener Place Inc.
The Area’s Leading Supplier Of

All Types Of Fasteners For
Industry • Farming • Construction

Maintenance • Mechanical • Home Projects • and more
Cutting and Grinding Wheels, Drill Bits, Wire Ties & Electrical Connectors

Galvanized Hardware For
Deck and Patio Construction

Personalized Service Is Our Specialty
www.fastenerplaceinc.com

Serving Berks County and beyond since 1997

610-587-0885
or

610-926-2575Fleetwood, PA 19522

...and anything else you don’t want to use a shovel for!!

FREE ESTIMATES  & FULLY INSURED

All types of excavating including:
new septic systems/repairs, sewer hook-ups,

foundations, footers, additions, patios,
demolitions, tree and brush mowing

GGJJYYgeorge young
Excavating

LLC.

Russell E. Conrad, Inc.
Serving You Since 1932

111 South Maple Street, Kutztown, PA 19530

• Heating Oil

• Kerosene

• Gasoline

• Diesel (On & Off Road)

• HVAC Equipment

• Sales & Service

• Boilers

• Furnaces (Oil & Gas)

• Heat Pumps

• Central Air Conditioning

• 24/7 Emergency Service

PA015798

SSSSeeeerrrr vvvviiiicccc eeee    CCCCoooonnnn ttttrrrraaaaccccttttssss ,,,,     BBBBuuuuddddggggeeeetttt    PPPPllllaaaannnnssss
&&&&    FFFFaaaammmmiiii llllyyyy     DDDD iiiisssscccc oooouuuunnnntttt     PPPPrrrrooooggggrrrraaaammmmssss

610-683-8241
wwwwww..rruusssseellllccoonnrraaddooiill..ccoomm

Finding the right moisture bal-
ance in a home can be challeng-
ing. Too little moisture and a
home can be plagued by static
electricity and interior spaces
that can feel dry and uncomfort-
able. But too much moisture in a
home may make it susceptible
to mold, mildew and insect
infestations. Moisture also can
rot wood and cause unsightly
stains on walls and ceilings.
Maintaining humidity in the opti-
mal indoor range helps to keep
the home safe, reduce energy
consumption and keep a home-
’s occupants healthy. Damp

conditions can lead to the
growth of fungi, viruses and bac-
teria and may exacerbate peo-
ple’s asthma and allergies. The
ideal relative humidity range of a
home should be between 40 to
50, according to heating and
cooling experts and the
Environmental Prevention
Agency. Humidity should be
even lower in the winter to pre-
vent condensation on windows
and other surfaces. Lower rela-
tive humidity also reduces the
out-gassing of volatile organic
compounds (VOCs). 
Measure humidity with a

hygrometer to get an accurate
assessment. If the humidity lev-
els fall above or below the
desired range, action should be
taken. Homeowners dealing
with excessive moisture can try
these remedies.
• Ventilate areas of the home.
Ventilation can be the first step
to reducing indoor humidity.
Target the areas that create the
most moisture, such as kitchens
and bathrooms. Turn on venting
fans to remove moist air from
the bathroom during showers
and baths. Exhaust hoods can
control humidity from cooking in

the kitchen. When possible,
open windows on dry days to
help air out damp spaces.
• Rely on fans. Use fans to cir-
culate the air and prevent moist
air from pooling in certain loca-
tions. Fans also will help
increase ventilation.
• Keep gutters and downspouts
clean. Prevent water from pool-
ing around the foundation of a
home and infiltrating the base-
ment or crawlspace. Direct gut-
ter water further away from the
house if possible, and keep gut-
ters free of obstructions.
• Service HVAC systems regu-

larly. Routine inspections of
heating and cooling systems
can identify any problems, such
as clogged air-conditioning drain
lines or faulty operation, that can
contribute to moisture problems.
• Beef up insulation. Insulate
cold water pipes and look into
insulated toilet tanks that will
help eliminate condensation
issues. Sealing out moisture in a
basement or crawlspace also
can help. Vapor barriers can
eliminate a great deal of mois-
ture coming into the home.
• Address any plumbing leaks.
Make sure you trace possible

leaks to their sources and have
them repaired. Constantly drip-
ping water can add to humidity
levels and create other problems.
• Use a dehumidifier. If all other
efforts have been tried, a dehu-
midifier unit can help remove
excess moisture from the air.
Dehumidifiers are particularly
helpful in basements where
moisture can collect.
Controlling moisture in a home
results in a safer and healthier
space. Target indoor moisture at
its sources, such as bathrooms
and kitchens.

Coping With Condensation And Other Home Moisture Issues

nari
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
THE REMODELING INDUSTRY

A+ RATING

A seamless experience

GUARANTEED1

1-855-823-1008
Call today or visit bfsave.com/local

1Lifetime warranty valid for as long as you own your home. Subject to limitations. See location for details. *Offer must be presented and used at time of estimate only. May not be combined with other offers or applied to previous purchases. Valid only at select locations. Offer 
expires 4/30/2016. Fixtures and features may be different than pictured. Accessories pictured are not included. Plumbing work done by P.U.L.S.E. Plumbing. MD MPL #17499, NJ MPL #10655, DE MPL #PL-0002303, MD MPL #82842, PA HIC #017017, NJ HIC 

#13VH03073000, WV HIC #WV053085, MD HIC #129346, VA HIC #2705155694. Each Franchise Independently Owned And Operated By Bath Saver, Inc.

TUB & SHOWER REPLACEMENTS  •  CUSTOM TUB LINERS  •  TUB-TO-SHOWER CONVERSIONS  •  SEAMLESS ONE-PIECE WALL

BEFORE

On a complete bath 
system from Bath Fitter.*

LIMITED TIME OFFER
CODE: 11377

INVESTMENT REFUND
Investing in your bathroom now means savings in 

the future. Those savings start now with this coupon!

TUB & SHOWER REPLACEMENTS  •  CUSTOM TUB LINERS  •  TUB-TO-SHOWER CONVERSIONS  •  SEAMLESS ONE-PIECE WALLTUB & SHOWER REPLACEMENTS  •  CUSTOM TUB LINERS  •  TUB-TO-SHOWER CONVERSIONS  •  SEAMLESS ONE-PIECE WALLTUB & SHOWER REPLACEMENTS  •  CUSTOM TUB LINERS  •  TUB-TO-SHOWER CONVERSIONS  •  SEAMLESS ONE-PIECE WALLTUB & SHOWER REPLACEMENTS  •  CUSTOM TUB LINERS  •  TUB-TO-SHOWER CONVERSIONS  •  SEAMLESS ONE-PIECE WALLTUB & SHOWER REPLACEMENTS  •  CUSTOM TUB LINERS  •  TUB-TO-SHOWER CONVERSIONS  •  SEAMLESS ONE-PIECE WALLTUB & SHOWER REPLACEMENTS  •  CUSTOM TUB LINERS  •  TUB-TO-SHOWER CONVERSIONS  •  SEAMLESS ONE-PIECE WALL

GUARANTEED
A seamless experience

the future. Those savings start 
Investing in your bathroom now means savings in 

INVESTMENT REFUND

GUARANTEED
A seamless experience

 with this coupon!nownow with this coupon!the future. Those savings start 
Investing in your bathroom now means savings in 

INVESTMENT REFUND

1GUARANTEED
A seamless experience

 with this coupon!
Investing in your bathroom now means savings in 

Call today or visit 

system from Bath Fitter.*
On a complete bath 

bfsave.com/localCall today or visit 

system from Bath Fitter.*
On a complete bath LIMITED TIME OFFERLIMITED TIME OFFER

CODE: 11377

LIMITED TIME OFFER

bfsave.com/local

LIMITED TIME OFFER
CODE: 11377
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Call today or visit 

1-855-823-1008
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SSppeecciiaalliizziinngg  iinn
FFiibbeerrggllaassss  OOnnee  PPiieeccee  PPoooollss
FFiibbeerrggllaassss  VViinnyyll  LLiinneerr  PPoooollss

CCoommpplleettee  SSeerrvviiccee::
CChheemmiiccaallss,,  FFiilltteerrss,,  PPuummppss,,
LLiinneerr  RReeppllaacceemmeennttss..

Family Owned • 32 Years Experience • info@glamourpools.biz
610-682-7972

SSppeecciiaalliizziinngg  iinn
FFiibbeerrggllaassss  OOnnee--PPiieeccee  PPoooollss
FFiibbeerrggllaassss  VViinnyyll--LLiinneerr  PPoooollss

CCoommpplleettee  SSeerrvviiccee::
CChheemmiiccaallss,,  FFiilltteerrss,,  PPuummppss,,
LLiinneerr  RReeppllaacceemmeennttss..

GGLLAAMMOOUURR
EENNTTEERRPPRRIISSEESS
SSPPEECCIIAALLIIZZIINNGG  IINN
FFIIBBEERRGGLLAASSSS  PPOOOOLLSS

PA1018

326 West 
Main Street 
Kutztown

PHONE: 610-683-3861
FAX: 610-683-3956
E-Mail: deturk@fast.net

SSEERRVVIINNGG  YYOOUURR  NNEEEEDDSS  AANNDD  YYOOUU  SSIINNCCEE  11889944
HOURS: Monday - Friday 8 AM-6 PM; Saturday 8 AM-5 PM; OPEN SUNDAYS 10 AM-2 PM

PRICE POLICY: We meet any advertised price, just bring in the "ad" so we can identify the item.
(IF IT'S A BRAND WE STOCK, WE'LL MATCH CURRENT AD)

This Beautiful Finish, Quality Paint Line
Is Now Available at DeTurk Hardware

Do It Best
Paints1155%%  OOffff

1155%%  OOffff
Self-Priming! Durability, stain resistance, and a beautiful finish is
what you expect from the paint you choose. When you use RedSeal®, you can have it all.

Paint + Primer! Beauty, quality, and performance all rolled into one.
Accolade® is quite simply the highest quality self-priming paint available.
Try it now and let it exceed your expectations.

15%  Off ENTIRE STOCK
and

2 Great Paint Lines
Now at DeTurk Hardware

Pratt & Lambert
Paints

Now Available at DeTurk Hardware

Paints
One Gallon Cans Only. Expires April 8, 2016

111 Bowers Road • Mertztown, PA 19539

ROBERT ROTH
Fully Insured

Free Estimates
Phone 610-682-2856

R. & R. TREE SERVICE

• Trimming 
• Removal 
• Lot Cleaning 
• Stump Grinding 
• Hauling

NNEECCEESSSSIITTIIEESS
NNEEWW  &&  UUSSEEDD  FFUURRNNIITTUURREE

WWWWWW..SSEECCOONNDDHHAANNDDRRUULLEESS..CCOOMM

**GGiivviinngg  QQuuaalliittyy  FFuurrnniittuurree  aa  SSeeccoonndd  CChhaannccee**

2211  SS..  44tthh  SSTTRREEEETT,,  HHAAMMBBUURRGG,,  PPAA
661100--556622--66776655

MMOONN..,,  TTUUEESS..  &&  WWEEDD..  1100--55;;  TTHHUURRSS..  &&  FFRRII..  1100--77;;  SSAATT..  1100--55;;  SSUUNN..  1111--44

LLIIKKEE  UUSS  OONN  FFAACCEEBBOOOOKK!!!!

Spring cleaning is an annual
tradition in many households.
After a winter spent cooped up
indoors, spring cleaning can
rejuvenate a household and
provide a great chance to rid a
home of a season’s worth of
clutter.
Donating old clothes and clean-
ing out the garage are popular
spring cleaning projects, but
there are a host of additional
tasks homeowners can tackle
to freshen up their homes this
spring. 
FLOORS
Simply vacuuming or sweeping
the floors might not be enough
to banish some of winter’s most
uninvited guests. Dust has a
way of settling into a home over
the course of a typical winter,
and it’s easy for a home’s
inhabitants to track dirt and
debris inside as well. After vac-
uuming or sweeping floors, go
over them with a mop. Doing so
can remove any lingering dust,
dirt, debris, and allergens the
vacuum or broom failed to pick
up. Apply wood cleaner and
polish to wood floors to make
them look even cleaner.
BASEBOARDS
Though baseboards might not
seem all that dirty, upon closer
inspection homeowners might
notice substantial accumula-
tions of dirt and dust. Such dirt
and dust many not be removed
so easily, so homeowners
might need to use hot water
and a sponge to remove any
debris that is clinging.
CURTAINS
Curtains also may have
absorbed substantial amounts
of dust, dirt and debris over the
winter. This might be more visi-
ble near the end of winter when
more sunlight begins to shine
through. Clean the curtains in
adherence to the manufacturer
instructions before you open
windows for the season so any
wind that blows in does not
spread debris onto nearby fur-
niture. Once the curtains have
been washed, opening win-
dows may help them dry more
quickly.
BATHROOMS
Bathrooms also tend to bear
the brunt of winter weather, as
mold and grime can accumu-
late throughout a season in
which it’s too cold to open bath-
room windows to let fresh air in
after bathing. Inspect ceilings,
tubs, shower stalls, and floors
for any signs of mold growth or
grime. Mold growth in a home
can lead to respiratory prob-
lems and exacerbate existing
conditions such as asthma, so
it’s best to inspect bathrooms
for any signs of mold growth
throughout winter. If you have
let that slip, prioritize such
inspections come spring clean-
ing time.
FURNITURE
It’s easy to overlook furniture
when tackling spring cleaning,
but dust and dirt can quickly
accumulate on couches and
chairs over the course of winter.
When possible, vacuum furni-
ture to remove any debris that
might have accumulated while
windows and doors were kept
shut, and shampoo any cush-
ions or seat covers that don’t
pass the smell test.
Spring cleaning encompasses
a host of tasks, and homeown-
ers who want a truly clean
house should not overlook
smaller tasks that can produce
big results.

Spring Cleaning
Projects
You Don’t

Want To Forget

THE
ANTENNA
SHOP

THE
ANTENNA
SHOP

PA #25726

If You Want Somebody Experienced In

SATELLITE TV
Talk To The Guys Who
Install them EVERYDAY!

610-756-6441
Old Rt. 22, Lenhartsville

THE AREAʼS OLDEST
AUTHORIZED DIRECT TV DEALER

Bruce W. Obyle

T/A WERLEY ELECTRIC LLC
Home, Farm and Business

2773 Golden Key Road, New Tripoli, PA 18066
E-mail: werley54@aol.com

610-657-1299

Call us for all your electrical needs.
When it comes to your safety and comfort - no job is too small.

Bruce Obyle,
Electrician/Owner

#PA105730

Over 40 Years
Experience

We Accept Visa,
Mastercard & Discover

24-Hour
Emergency
Service

FREE
Estimates

Bucket
Truck

Available

62 Years Service, 
Residential, Commercial and Manufactures Homes

FREE ESTIMATES

Conlon’s
American 

Home 
Remodeling

� �

� �

LICENSED and INSURED

610-589-5919
PA062369

Thomas V. Conlon, Sr.
E-mail: tomtom1959@aol.com

Family Owned and Operated for Over 60 Years
SENIOR/VETERAN DISCOUNT

� Roofing: Shingle, 
(Rubber, Aluminum & Metal Roofing)

� Doors � Vinyl Siding � Decks
� Patio Cover    � Screen Rooms
� Retractable Awnings � Ramps
� Kitchen & Bath Remodeling
� Patio Enclosures � Sun Rooms
�Window and Door Awnings
� Solar Shades �Windows

N.A.W.C.C. 15842
NEW SPRING-WOUND & WEIGHT

CLOCKS
PICK UP AND DELIVERY AVAILABLE

Macungie, PA
661100--339955--11554433

http://www.epvmerchandiser.com
mailto:deturk@fast.net
http://www.windsorpress.com
mailto:info@glamourpools.biz
mailto:werley54@aol.com
mailto:tomtom1959@aol.com
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EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

INSURER

Tim Long Insurance
longt3@nationwide.com
410 West State Street
Mertztown, PA 19539

610-682-6304

TIM LONG

AS YOUR LIFE CHANGES,
BE SURE YOUR
INSURANCE KEEPS UP.
Get your free On Your Side® Review today.
Your agent will look at hundreds of ways to
save you up to $500.*

Tim Long Insurance
Tim Long 

longt3@nationwide.com
410 W State St

Mertztown, PA 19539
(610) 682-6304

*Average annual savings based on Nationwide policyholder data collected nationally through July 2007. Products underwritten by Nationwide
Mutual Insurance Company and Affiliated Companies. Life insurance is issued by Nationwide Life Insurance Company or Nationwide Life and
Annuity Insurance Company. Home Office: Columbus, OH 43215-2220. Subject to underwriting guidelines, review and approval. Products and
discounts not available to all persons in all states. Nationwide, the Nationwide framemark and On Your Side are federally registered service marks
of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. ©2008 Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. All rights reserved.

AS YOUR LIFE CHANGES,
BE SURE YOUR
INSURANCE KEEPS UP.
Get your free On Your Side® Review today.
Your agent will look at hundreds of ways to
save you up to $500.*

Tim Long Insurance
Tim Long 

longt3@nationwide.com
410 W State St

Mertztown, PA 19539
(610) 682-6304

*Average annual savings based on Nationwide policyholder data collected nationally through July 2007. Products underwritten by Nationwide
Mutual Insurance Company and Affiliated Companies. Life insurance is issued by Nationwide Life Insurance Company or Nationwide Life and
Annuity Insurance Company. Home Office: Columbus, OH 43215-2220. Subject to underwriting guidelines, review and approval. Products and
discounts not available to all persons in all states. Nationwide, the Nationwide framemark and On Your Side are federally registered service marks
of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. ©2008 Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. All rights reserved.

HIC #PA005569

• 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
• LICENSED AND INSURED
• FREE ESTIMATES

• WATER CONDITIONING
• REMODELING/NEW CONSTRUCTION
• WELL PUMP SERVICE & INSTALLATION

61 PRICETOWN ROAD • FLEETWOOD, PA 19522
610-683-5465     Fax: 610-683-3296

Specializing in 
All Types of
Plumbing,
Heating,
Cooling,

Electrical Service 

The dawn of spring marks the
return of many things, including
long hours of sunlight and warm
temperatures in which to enjoy
that sunshine. But homeowners
know spring also marks the
return of insects, unwelcome
guests that can be difficult or
expensive to control once they
have entered a home. As prob-
lematic as insect infestations
can be, preventing such prob-
lems can be simple, especially
when homeowners are proac-
tive. The following are a handful
of ways to keep insects out this
spring and summer.
• Consider potential food sup-
plies and cut those supplies off.
Insects often enter a home in

search of food, so cutting off
potential food supplies is a
great way to prevent insects
from coming inside. Give dining
areas a thorough cleaning after
meals, vacuuming or sweeping
the floors beneath dining tables
each night before going to bed.
(Parents of young children may
want to sweep floors after each
meal.) In addition, clean pets’
bowls each night to be sure
there are no food scraps left
that may entice insects, and
make sure pet food containers
are tightly sealed after each
serving. Sinks are another
potential food source, so empty
food traps after using the sink
and run the garbage disposal

as well to remove any food that
might be lingering.
• Address potential shelters.
Insects also seek shelter inside
homes, and there are many
areas in a home that can pro-
vide adequate shelter. Cracks
around windows and doors and
in the foundation provide both
entry points and potential shel-
ters for insects. Seal such
cracks with caulk, testing the
areas by feeling for any incom-
ing air. If you still feel air coming
in, there is still some sealing to
do. Cracks in cabinets or coun-
ters also may provide shelter to
insects, so address these areas
as well.
• React quickly upon seeing

insects. Insect infestations hap-
pen gradually, so homeowners
should react quickly when see-
ing a single insect or a handful
of insects inside their homes.
The slower your response, the
more likely one or two intruders
is likely to turn into a large infes-
tation. Immediately clean any
areas where you see insects,
and take more substantial mea-
sures if your initial efforts were
not enough to prevent more
insects from coming in.
Clean kitchen sinks thoroughly
after preparing foods and wash-
ing dishes to prevent insect
infestations from becoming a
problem.

Termite swarms are often the
first visible evidence that ter-

mites are a problem in and
around a home. There are sev-
eral different types of subter-
ranean termite species, and
many begin to take flight when
weather conditions are favor-
able, such as in the spring and
summer.
According to the pest manage-
ment company Orkin, swarming
may be linked to the age and
maturity of a termite colony.
Swarms also may indicate the
presence of other conditions,
such as moisture in the air or
abundant light. 
Swarming termites are the
winged alates that venture out-
side of the nest to mate and
reproduce, forming newer
colonies. Thousands of swarm-
ers may be in the air. The ter-
mites will squeeze through
cracks and crevices in the walls
and foundations of homes. They
also may be seen coming out of
the ground outdoors.
The presence of a swarm of ter-
mites around a home suggests
a strong likelihood that there is a
well-established colony of ter-
mites living in or near the home.
Over her lifetime, a termite
queen can lay one million eggs,
producing new swarms each
year. 
It is essential that homeowners
recognize when termites are a
problem in a home, as they can
cause considerable damage. In
the United States alone, subter-
ranean, drywood and damp-
wood termites cause more than
$5 billion in damage annually
and can cost homeowners an
average of $8,000 in treatment
and damage repairs.
Homeowners who suspect they
have a termite problem should
call a professional exterminator.
There are some other indica-
tions that termites may be in a
home or nearby.
• Termites shed their wings as
they enter a new home. If wings
are found around windows,
vents, doors or pipes coming
into a home, it may mean ter-
mites have entered.
• Look for muddy, flattened
tubes about the width of a drink-
ing straw. Termites travel
through these tubes and the
tubes help protect the termites
from predators and temperature
extremes.
• Dark areas or bubbling in floor-
ing can indicate termites are
feeding below.
• Termites eat wood from the
inside out, so any damage may
not be visible. Tap suspect
wood and listen for a hollow
sound.
• Look for and mark any areas

wher e termites are seen enter-
ing or exiting the house. Then
direct the exterminator to these
areas.
Termites can cause substantial

damage to a home, but their
infestations are largely treat-
able. When a termite swarm is
spotted, call a professional
immediately.

Get Set For Spring Termite Swarms

Safeguard Your Home From Insect Infestations

PA#005466

New Home Framing
Building & Remodeling

• Basement Finishing  • Additions
• Interior/Exterior Home Makeovers
• Vinyl Deck  • Rubber & Metal Roofing

Fleetwood, PA       610-944-0238
www.ezmcarpentry.com

No Sunday Calls

34 YEARS EXPERIENCE

BBEEAAUUTTYY::  The ceramic tile’s vast selection of colors, styles, textures, sizes, and
shapes will add beauty and style to any space or design theme.
DDEESSIIGGNN  VVEERRSSAATTIILLIITTYY::  Combination of sizes and shapes allow for freedom of
expression and custom design.
LLOOWW  MMAAIINNTTEENNAANNCCEE::  Ceramic tile resists dirt and stains and requires little
effort to maintain its like - new appearance.

WWAATTEERR  RREESSIISSTTAANNCCEE::  Glazed or unglazed ceramic tile’s composition permits
little or no accumulation of moisture - porcelain tile absorbs none.
EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTTAALLLLYY  FFRRIIEENNDDLLYY::  Ceramic tile is inhospitable to germs and
bacteria, not to mention allergens.
FFIIRREE  RREESSIISSTTAANNTT::  Ceramic tile is essentially burnt clay which does not burn
and give off toxic fumes.
DDUURRAABBLLEE::  A properly selected tile will outperform most, if not all, non-ceramic
finishes created for the same application.

D'S TILE 547 Old 22, Lenhartsville, PA 19534

Business Phone: 484-857-5801
Business Fax: 484-857-5802

GENERATIONS OF
QUALITY CRAFTSMANSHIP

Lic # PA009756

TTTT HHHH EEEE     BBBB EEEE NNNN EEEE FFFF IIII TTTT SSSS     OOOO FFFF
CCCC EEEE RRRR AAAA MMMM IIII CCCC     AAAA NNNN DDDD

PPPP OOOO RRRR CCCC EEEE LLLL AAAA IIII NNNN     TTTT IIII LLLL EEEE

Elmer Swarey Charles Swarey
484-256-1079 484-256-2015www.sprayfoaminsulationsvcs.com

elmer@spraysvc.com
Fleetwood, PA

••  RReessiiddeennttiiaall    ••    AAggrriiccuullttuurraall
••    CCoommmmeerrcciiaall

PA098824
Spray FoamSpray Foam
Insulation Services IncInsulation Services Inc
Spray Foam
Insulation Services Inc
Spray FoamSpray Foam
Insulation Services Inc
Spray Foam
Insulation Services Inc

Cooler Summers Warmer Winters
LOWER BILLS

http://www.epvmerchandiser.com
http://www.windsorpress.com
mailto:longt3@nationwide.com
mailto:longt3@nationwide.com
mailto:longt3@nationwide.com
http://www.ezmcarpentry.com
http://www.sprayfoaminsulationsvcs.com
mailto:elmer@spraysvc.com
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DALE’S MOWER SERVICE
2541 Rt. 143 • Kempton 610- 756- 6453

HOURS: Mon. thru Thurs. 8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; Fri. 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Sat. 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
~ O U R  40th Y E A R  ~

Only
15 Min. from
Kutztown or
Hamburg

22 H . P .  R egent
Lawn Tractor w/38” Mower Deck

Hydro Drive

www.simplicitymfg. com

SPRING REBATE SALE

L ine O f
L awn & Garden

P roducts.

BIG IRON CASH BACK REBATES
$100 On Regent     

$200 On Broadmoor     
$300 On Conquest     

$400 On Prestige

Offer
Ends

April 30,
2016 22 H . P .  B roadmoor

Lawn Tractor w/44” Mower Deck
Hydro Drive

R ebates O n I n- S tock R egent, B roadmoor, Conquest & P restige M odels

Senior
Citizens’
Discounts

A Full Service Company Serving Berks and Lehigh Counties Since 2000.

Licensed PA030348
& Fully Insured

• Commercial & Residential
Mowing

• Grounds Maintenance
• Retaining Walls, Paver 

Patios & Walks
• Mulching
• Shrub & Tree Trimming
• Seasonal Cleanup
• Design
• Light Excavation, Grading
& Backhoe Services

• Firewood
Call or email for a free quote

610.914.3423
schusterland01@gmail.com

or check us out on the web
www.schusterlandscaping.com

24x30x10  . . . .$7,300
24x40x10  . . . .$8,500
30x30x10  . . . .$8,300
36x48x10  . . .$13,400

30x64x10  . . .$13,850
30x48x12  . . .$12,600
40x60x14  . . .$19,100
40x80x14  . . .$23,600

LIMITED TIME OFFER - CALL FOR DETAILS!!
Spring Special Prices Valid Thru April 6, 2016

Prices Include Materials, Delivery, Tax and Labor
Within 75 Miles of Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
Many Other Stock and Custom Sizes To Choose From

POST FRAME PRECISION
POLE BUILDINGS
1-877-POLEBARN

1-877-765-3227
www.postframeprecision.com  | www.pfppolebuildings.com

POST FRAME PRECISION
POLE BUILDINGS

Spring Building Specials!

FREE
Estimates

Serving
PA, NJ
& MD

Spring Building Specials!

(HIT) - When renovating your
home, it’s important to think
about both aesthetic and resell
value. There’s no use in building
a thousand-dollar, custom-made
deck if your return on invest-
ment (ROI) will be peanuts
when you move! If you’re seri-
ous about getting the most out
of your home improvements,
here are just a few that will add
value to your property instead of
detract or deflect from it.
1. AUTOMATED SYSTEMS
“Smart homes” are selling like
hotcakes in today’s technology-
obsessed economy. Buyers will
pay top dollar for things like
remote security alarms and
voice-activated sprinkler sys-

tems, so if you can plug your
home into a wireless network
that makes life smarter and
more convenient, you’ll definite-
ly see a monetary return.
2. UPGRADED KITCHENS
According to surveys, the
kitchen is one of the most impor-
tant rooms to prospective buy-
ers. They want to see shiny new
appliances and spot-free coun-
tertops, not rusty taps and old,
cracked cabinets. Expect to
spend a few hundred dollars
whipping your kitchen into
shape. If you play your cards
right, you’ll get it all back when
you sell.
3. ATTIC ROOMS
Attic rooms look good to buyers

even if they don’t plan on using
them. Why is this, you may ask?
It’s because attic rooms usually
have plumbing, insulation and
other comforts of modern living,
and these things signal that it
isn’t just a dusty space waiting
to collect asbestos. Attention
has been given to attic rooms,
and buyers appreciate that
assurance.
4. LUXURY BATHROOMS
Everyone likes a little luxury
when they’re unwinding from a
long day’s work. Think about
things like bidets, hot tubs and
waterfall showers if you’re look-
ing to increase your bathroom’s
value. You can also contact a
pool and spa company or even
shop directly from manufactur-
ers like Hydropool to learn more.
5. ADDITIONAL CLOSETS
You can never go wrong with
more storage space. According
to experts, the average closet
can recoup up to 80 percent of
what it costs to install, making it
a worthy investment and a rela-
tively simple one to pull off. You
don’t need a large-scale renova-
tion project to add a few closets
to your home. A good contractor
can do it without breaking a
sweat.
6. FRONT YARD AESTHETIC
When’s the last time you
replaced your front door? How
often do you change the shut-
ters on your windows? These
things have immense value
when it comes to making a good
first impression on realtors and
buyers. You’ll also want to cut
the lawn, shine the garage door
and re-gravel your driveway.
This is called “curb appeal” in
some circles.
7. MORE BATHROOMS
Doesn’t a “two-bedroom, two-
bath” just roll off the tongue?
Increase your number of bath-
rooms to increase your overall
property value. Even if you don’t
have the money to install a full
bathroom, a half-bath will give
your home prestige and
increased worth. Just do what
you can afford and allow your-
self to reap the benefits later!
These are just a few home
improvements that can add
value to your property. Keep in
mind that things change annual-
ly, so what’s hot today might not
be a big seller next year. You’ll
need to stay on top of the trends
if you want to maximize your
ROI during a real estate sale.

7 Home Improvements That Will Add Value To Your Property

Call: Glen
610-926-5671
FAX:
610-916-2954Fleetwood, Pa.Don’t leave that shed behind! Move it with you!Do you have an unwanted shed, gazebo, or playhouse?

WEAVERS HAULINGOver 29 Years Experience!

ReasonableRates
FREEESTIMATESServing PA & NJfor over 29 years!!!

Serving Berks &
Lehigh Counties

Since 1949
THINKING OF NEW OR

REPLACEMENT AWNINGS?
PA015649 RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Patio, Porch, Door, Window Awnings
Retractable Recovers & Replacement Pool Covers

Permanent Welded Awnings For Year Round Protection!
Protect Your Expensive Outdoor Valuables!

We Make Custom Outdoor Grill & Furniture Covers!
– Sunbrella Acrylic – 18 oz. Heavy Vinyl – Canvas – Poly –

Privacy/Shade Drop Curtains * Clear Vinyl Curtain Porch Enclosures
Air Conditioner Covers * Mesh Pond Covers * Swing Covers * Bags
Truck Tarps * Equipment Covers * Camper Awnings * Director Chairs

General Repairs * Waterproofing * Grommets * Hardware
FOR ESTIMATES PLEASE VISIT OR CALL US:

550 Dalton St. (Emmaus Ave.), Emmaus, PA  18049 - 610-965-2544
www.reinhardtawning.com

Monday thru Friday 8:30 AM - 5 PM & Saturday  8:30 AM - Noon

http://www.epvmerchandiser.com
http://www.windsorpress.com
http://www.simplicitymfg
mailto:schusterland01@gmail.com
http://www.schusterlandscaping.com
http://www.postframeprecision.com
http://www.pfppolebuildings.com
http://www.reinhardtawning.com
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Fleetwood
Building Block, Inc.

240 West Main St., Fleetwood, PA 19522 • Phone: 610-944-8385 • Fax: 610-944-0827 • Online: www.fleetwoodblock.com

Pavers • Retaining Walls • Masonry Supplies • Patio Blocks • Pond Supplies
We have a FULL STAFF of CERTIFIED INSTRUCTORS on Hand to HELP You on Your Projects...FREE!!!

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 7 am to 5 pm;
Sat. 8 am to Noon

In Business for 65 Years!

QQuuaalliittyy--BBuuiilltt SHEDS FOR LESS

QQuuaakkeerr  SShheedd MMiinnii  BBaarrnn
WWee  ppeerrssoonnaallllyy  ddeelliivveerr  aallll  sshheeddss  aanndd

ppaassss  tthhee  ssaavviinnggss  ttoo  yyoouu!!
• 23 sizes ranging from 4’x6’ to 12’x28’ or custom-built to your needs
• Many styles to choose from
• Pressure treated 4x4 runners with wood siding
(vinyl siding available)

• 2x4 construction
• We will custom-mix any color for your shed
• Windows are standard in all sheds
• We have models in stock for immediate delivery

FREE DELIVERY
Within a 20-Mile Radius
Reasonable Fee Outside

20-Mile Radius
Existing Sheds Moved!

STORAGE
CONTAINERS
FOR RENT

••  DDeelliivveerreedd  TToo  YYoouurr  SSiittee
••  2200  FFtt..  &&  4400  FFtt..  SSiizzeess
••  LLooww  MMoonntthhllyy  RRaatteess

AAllssoo  AAvvaaiillaabbllee::  UUttiilliittyy  TTrraaiilleerrss  ((aallll  ssiizzeess)) ••TTooww  DDoolllliieess  ••CChhiicckkeenn  CCooooppss  ••DDoogg  HHoouussee  ••KKeennnneellss
Before You Buy, Check Our Everyday Low Prices!!

KUZAN’S HARDWARE
AND RENTAL CENTER
1069 Pottsville Pike, Rt. 61, Shoemakersville, PA  19555
www.kuzanshardware.com • Mon. - Fri. 7:30 AM to 7 PM; Sat. 7:30 AM to 5 PM 

Fi n a n c i n g  A va i l a b l e

610-562-7186 We Accept:

Stop In For Details.
24/36 Month Plans Available. No Credit Check.

Rent
To Own

SSttiihhll  DDeeaalleerr

B. Young
Asphalt Paving and

Sealcoating
Free Estimates KKuuttzzttoowwnn

484-486-0282
••  DDrr ii vveewwaayyss   ••  PPaarr kkiinngg  LLoottss  ••  HHoott   CCrr aacckk   RReeppaaii rr   ••  GGrr aavvee llPPAA  ##111111118855

Book Now & Save 10%

LAWN SERVICES, LLC
...can handle your
Spring Clean-up Needs!
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

Mowing • Edging • Mulching • Lawn Repair
Hedge Trimming • Stump Grinding

Yard/Leaf Cleanup
259 CHURCH HILL RD, LENHARTSVILLE, PA 19534

~ FULLY INSURED ~
PH: 610-756-6074  CELL: 610-914-8742

Utility bills are among the
largest expenses homeowners
have each month. Trimming
utility bills can not only benefit
homeowners’ bottom lines, but
also be prove beneficial for the
environment.
Unnecessary energy consump-
tion can drive up utility bills,
costing homeowners substan-
tial amounts of money every
year. Fortunately, homeowners
can take several steps to
reduce unnecessary energy
consumption, saving them-
selves money and helping the
planet along the way.
• Conduct nightly energy audits.
Before going to bed at night,
homeowners can spend a few
minutes walking around their
homes making sure all devices,
appliances and lights are tuned
off. Devices left on when not in
use may not consume signifi-
cant amounts of energy on their
own, but when many are left on,
the resulting energy consump-
tion can be considerable. The
U.S. Department of Energy
notes that unplugging cable
boxes each night can save
homeowners nearly $20 per
box over the course of a year.
Unplugging additional appli-
ances each night when not in
use can add to those savings
while reducing excessive ener-
gy consumption.
• Lower the temperature on
your water heater. Water
heaters make it possible to take
hot showers each morning, but
when used improperly, such
heaters can be very wasteful.
Water heaters set at 120F will
not affect the quality of your
daily showers and can help pre-
vent scalding. But water
heaters may be set at 140F by
manufacturers, and that can
waste energy and pose a scald-

ing hazard. According to the
U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, the cost of bringing
fresh water up to 140F can cost
homeowners as much as $400
per year. Setting water heaters
to 120F and lowering that tem-
perature when going on vaca-
tion can save homeowners
money and reduce the standby
heat losses necessary to keep
water at 140F or higher.
• Clean filters more frequently.
It’s easy to forget about filters
on heating and air conditioning
systems. But forgotten filters
could be costing homeowners
significant amounts of money.
When neglected, HVAC filters
accumulate dirt and dust, mak-
ing systems work much less
efficiently than they do when fil-
ters are clean. Clean filters
once per month to make sure
you aren’t wasting money and
energy when heating and cool-
ing your home.
• Monitor your meter. If you are
taking steps to reduce energy
consumption but your utility bills
are staying the same or even
increasing, start monitoring
your energy meter. Meter read-
ers are not immune to mis-
takes, and the readings may be
incorrect. Jot down the energy
consumption figures reflected
on your meter, and compare
those figures to those on your
utility bill, reporting any discrep-
ancies to your utility company.

• Air conditioning should be set
no lower than 75F.

Say “So Long” To High Utility Bills

http://www.epvmerchandiser.com
http://www.windsorpress.com
http://www.kuzanshardware.com
http://www.fleetwoodblock.com
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Time To Perk Up
Your Driveway

Fill (Sand - Stone) Driveways (Base Stone)
• Heating Oil Products
• Burner Cleaning
• Service Contracts
• Budget Payment Plans Available
Get Your Order In Now

E.S. SAVAGE, INC.
221 Island St., Hamburg, PA 19526

Come See Our
Cardtrol

Gas Pump Facility

Phone:
610-562-7581

Spring

Fleet Valley Fabricators
For ALL Your METAL Roo/ng Needs
Office 610-944-1350    Cell 484-824-5474

1075 Richmond Rd., Fleetwood, PA 19522

WE HAVE SPECIALIZED IN

ROOFING & SPOUTING
SINCE 1972

TERRY
HARTMAN

Roofing
Contractor

610-395-3889
MERTZTOWN, PA PA20597

•FOR QUALITY WORK AT
REASONABLE RATES

•FULLY INSURED
FOR ROOFING

•FREE ESTIMATE ON
REPLACEMENT ROOFS

•SEAMLESS GUTTERS
Residential &

Commercial Roofs
Roof Repair & New Roofs

Replacing a roof is a costly ven-
ture few homeowners look for-
ward to. According to
Remodeling magazine’s 2010-
11 “Cost vs. Value” report, the
national average cost of a roof
replacement is nearly $22,000,
a costly endeavor considering
the tenuous nature of the econ-
omy. What’s more, homeown-
ers who choose more upscale
roofing materials can expect to
spend almost $40,000 on their
roofs.
Such costs make it no small
wonder that many homeowners
fear the dreaded diagnosis that
their home needs a new roof.
While there’s little homeowners
can do to reduce the cost of a
roof replacement, there are
warning signs homeowners can
look for that might indicate a
roof replacement is on the hori-
zon. Recognition of these signs
can help homeowners be more
financially prepared should the
day come when the roof needs
to be replaced.
1. THE PRESENCE OF ALGAE
If the roof has lots of dark
streaks and stains clinging to it,
that is likely algae, which can
grow on the roof for quite
awhile. Algae does not neces-
sarily do any damage to a roof,
but it does do some damage to
a home’s physical appearance,
as algae on the roof is not very
pleasing to the eye. Algae is
most often found on the roofs of
homes located in climates that
have warm, humid summers. If
algae is a problem on your roof,
spray washing with a mixture of
water and bleach can effective-
ly remove it.
2. BUCKLING SHINGLES
Like algae, buckling shingles
are another unsightly problem
on a roof. But buckling shingles
are more than just an eyesore,
they actually might indicate sig-
nificant problems. When shin-
gles buckle, that’s typically
because hot air from the attic is
forcing the shingles away from
the home. Buckling shingles
also indicate that the roof is
poorly ventilated, which can
take years off the roof’s life
expectancy while driving up
home cooling costs along the
way.
3. GRANULE LOSS
Granule loss is typically a
byproduct of normal shingle
wear and tear that results from
inclement weather, such as

hail. Older roofs might experi-
ence granule loss, but granule
loss can also occur on a new
roof if a defective roofing prod-
uct was used. Any granule loss,
even if slight, should be
addressed, as the side effects
of granule loss include a weak-
ened roof and leaking. If gran-
ule loss is not addressed, the
consequences could be severe
the next time a storm occurs.
4. MOLD
Unlike the warning signs
already discussed, mold is not
visible on the outside of the
home. Instead, homeowners
should look in the attic of a
home to see if there is any mold
growth. If there is, the roof is
likely leaking, and the health
risks of mold growth in a home
are substantial. Mold is not nec-
essarily easy to detect, so a
professional inspection might
be in order if mold growth is
suspected. If a professional
determines mold is, in fact, pre-
sent, then the mold will need to
be removed and all options,
including a roof replacement,
must be considered to keep
mold from coming back.
5. ROOF ROT
Perhaps the most discouraging
sign a homeowner can see on
his or her roof is roof rot. Roof

rot appears when a roof is in
considerable decay and, if not
addressed, its consequences
can stretch far beyond the roof,
damaging other parts of the
home thanks in large part to
water getting through the roof. If
roof rot is either not noticed or
just ignored, it won’t take long
for water to get through the roof
and blaze a destructive path
through the rest of the home.
Homeowners might fear a full
roof replacement because of
the cost associated with such a
project. But if ignored, problems
with a roof could eventually
prove far more costly than the
price of replacing the roof.

Should a roof exhibit any signs
of decay, homeowners should
address those issues immedi-
ately to avoid further damage.

5 Signs Your Roof Might Be Wearing Down

STONE POINTING • FACING • SANDBLASTING
FIREPLACES • CHIMNEYS • RETAINING WALLS

FULLY INSURED
RON HOFFMAN 610-682-7001

Receive your online coupon 
today and save up to  
$400 on select stoves, inserts 
and fireplaces.

UP TO

VISIT WWW.PACIFICENERGY.NET AND DON’T DELAY, OFFER EXPIRES MARCH 31, 2016

See your local dealer for more information

UP TO

LEAP INTO

2016

SAVE 
UP TO 

$400 

LEAP INTO  
SAVINGS  
 WITH PACIFIC ENERGY!

PA001654

Mon.-Fri. 9-6 • Thurs. 9-8 • Sat. 9-1

7758 Rt. 183, Bernville, PA 19506 | www.kegerreisstoves.com  |  610-488-0890

http://www.epvmerchandiser.com
http://www.kegerreisstoves.com
http://www.windsorpress.com
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Call Us For Your Next Building Project
We Can Help You With All Phases: Design, Site Work, and Building Construction.

“Designed & Built With Care For Over 35 Years.”
www.martinconstructionco.com
Fleetwood, PA   610-683-6120 pa 8177

Buildings For All Your Needs
Commercial, Residential and Agricultural

Designed and Custom Built by

MARTIN CONSTRUCTION COMPANY

QQUUAARRRRYY RRIIDDGGEE 

153 Quarry Road
Kutztown, PA 

610-683-5312(Phone)
610-683-3207(Fax)

Featuring Everlast Roofing’s New OMNI
panel...manufactured for

• Superior strength          • Long lasting durability
• Attractive design           • Weathertight sidelaps

• Limited Lifetime Warranty

RROOOOFFIINNGG && SSIIDDIINNGG CCOORRPP..

    

EDDINGER
610-845-2091
www.eddinger.info

1619 (Rt. 100) Bally, PA

LP Gas, Inc.

SINCE 1890

Eddinger Propane is the place for the
BEST PRICES & BEST SELECTION

AUTHORIZED
SERVICE CENTER

Everday Low Prices
Mon. thru Fri. 7:30 - 5:30;

Sat. 8:00 - 12:30

Nuts & Bolts
Hardware Available

For All Your Household Needs...
GENERAC LP5500
Portable Propane
Backup Power
$799

• Available - gasoline may not be available during a power
outage and gas pumps don’t work without electricity.

5500 Watts
20 or 30 Lb. Tank

Large Egg
$599

Stop By Today!

We Carry
Bradford White
Water Heaters

Let us help & show you
how to save 
precious dollars
on your
heating
expenses.

Keys
Made

SUPER
RECYCLER®

PUSH MOWER
$39 per month*

for 18 Months

TIMECUTTER®
SW4200

RIDING MOWER
$73 per month*

for 48 Months

SPRING IS NEAR!

*All offers, terms, conditions and payments
pending customer credit approval.

Kitchen and bathroom remodel-
ing projects tend to make great
investments, earning home-
owners significant returns when
they sell their homes down the
road. But flooring upgrades are
another home renovation pro-
ject that can attract attention
and help sellers when they put
their homes on the market. 
Home flooring options abound,
and it is easy to get excited and
overwhelmed about flooring
renovation projects. When
choosing new flooring materi-
als, homeowners should keep
in mind the latest consumer
trends, as those trends might
help them recoup more of their
flooring investment down the
road.
One popular flooring trend is
the use of sustainable materi-
als. In addition to the more
widely known benefits of choos-

ing sustainable flooring, such
as protecting natural resources
and reducing a home’s carbon
footprint, sustainable flooring
can help reduce indoor air pol-
lution. Various studies from the
U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency have shown that indoor
air pollutant levels may be high-
er indoors than outdoors. A
major contributor to indoor air
pollution are the volatile organic
compounds, or VOCs, being
off-gassed by carpeting and
other flooring in a home.
Flooring manufacturers and
designers are embracing the
green design and remodeling
movement. Today there are
many beautiful and sustainable
eco-flooring options. Here are
some of the more popular
materials.
• Bamboo: Contrary to popular
belief, bamboo is not a wood,
but a grass. It is a fast-growing
grass, and that makes it a smart
choice in many design applica-
tions. Also, unlike wood, which
will absorb moisture and can
warp, bamboo repels water and
can be used for flooring in
areas where one wouldn’t think
to put wood, such as in bath-
rooms, entryways or mud-
rooms. Bamboo is naturally
very light in color, but can be
stained in many different hues
to give homeowners more
options.
• Green carpeting: Consumers
can now find a wide range of
sustainable carpets and rugs
that are available at competitive
prices. Wool carpets made with
undyed or vegetable-dyed

yarns and minimal glues are
some options. Some carpets
are even made from recycled
content, such as rubber and
plastics. Water-based, low-
VOC adhesives paired with
recycled cotton padding can
reduce the toxicity and impact
of carpeting even further.
• Cork: Growing in popularity,
cork is a material harvested
from the bark of cork trees
found in the forests of the
Mediterranean. The bark grows
back every three years, so it is
a handy renewable resource.
Cork boasts fire-retardant prop-
erties and may naturally repel
insects. It can usually be
stained to suit various color
schemes.
• Rubber: Rubber flooring may
call to mind fitness gyms and

playground safety substrate,
but it’s also slowly finding its
way into homes. Made from
recycled tires, rubber flooring is
flexible underfoot and can be
long-lasting and colorful.
• Reclaimed wood: Rather than
purchasing brand new hard-
wood planks for flooring, home-
owners can opt for reclaimed
wood reused from other build-
ing applications. After some
sanding, staining and finishing,
reclaimed wood provides
homeowners with the opportu-
nity to choose traditional hard-
wood flooring without any con-
cerns about deforestation.
Eco-friendly flooring materials
continue to evolve and can be
smart choices in today’s
homes.

Sustainable Flooring
Options Abound

According to the Penn State
Department of Plant Science, thatch
is a loose and intermingled organic
layer of both dead and living shoots,
stems and roots that develops
between the zone of green vegeta-
tion and the soil surface. While leaf
clippings may be found in a thatch
layer, they do not typically con-
tribute to thatch buildup because
clippings are easily broken down by
microorganisms in the soil. While
some homeowners may only know
thatch as a threat they must period-
ically address by aerating their soil,
thatch can benefit turf depending on
the amount of it that is present. For
example, a layer of thatch that is
1⁄2-inch or less can insulate the turf
from extreme temperatures and
fluctuations in soil moisture. But it’s
important that homeowners address
thatch before it gets too thick, as
excess thatch can harbor disease-
causing organisms and insects.

DID YOU KNOW?
Thatch...

Make Your Home
Comfortable For

Everyone Except Pests.
PLUS, SAVE AS MUCH AS 30%

ON ENERGY COSTS YEAR-ROUND.
OrkinTherm makes economic and ecological sense. OrkinTherm is a quick

and cost-effective way to help reduce energy waste and control pests.
Made from recycled newsprint and treated with natural boric acid,

our insulation is an environmentally responsible way to drive away pests.

610-253-7790
15530 Kutztown Road, Kutztown

OrkinTherm prevents energy from escaping
and insects from entering.

OrkinTherm

TOM SUESS LAWN CARE
Lawn Care, Landscape, Mulch & Topsoil,

Shrubbery Trimming, Planting,
Fertilizing, Walls & Patios and more

(full service)

TOM SUESS
Owner / fully insured

tas129@aol.com

129 Bewley Lane,
Reading, PA 19605

Home: 610-926-7934
Cell: 610-780-7580

129 Bewley Lane,
Reading, PA 19605

Home: 610-926-7934
Cell: 610-780-7580

5" K, 6” K, 5” and 6" 1/2 Round Gutter
GUTTER REPAIRS • GUTTER CLEANING

LEAF GUARDS • GUTTER DROP-OFFS

Harvey Brubacher HIC# PA071083
Fleetwood, PA 610-944-9599

QUALITY 
GUTTERS

WITH 
COMPETITIVE

PRICES

http://www.epvmerchandiser.com
http://www.windsorpress.com
http://www.martinconstructionco.com
http://www.eddinger.info
mailto:tas129@aol.com
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Sculps Hill
“Un�inished
Furniture”

“FURNITURE FOR LESS”
570-366-8948

33% OffEvery Day
CUSTOM

FINISHING

whitewoodfurniture.com
archboldfurniture.com 

ebersolfurniture.com
arthurwbrown.com

Check Out
Our Websites:

Rt. 61, Orwigsburg
Just 8 miles North of Cabela’s on the left hand side at the light.

Tues. - Sat. 10 am to 5 pm, Sun. Noon to 4 pm - All Major Credit Cards Accepted

“Real Wood – Real Quality – Real Value”
HUGE Selection For Every Room In Your House or Of8ce!

Finished
Furniture

CustomizedTo YourSpecs

Just Arrived!
Over 100 Varieties of
Occasional Tables
& Media Centers

Everything from
Plant Stands to Phone Stands...

End, Coffee, Accent & Sofa Tables.

FREE
Plant Stand or

Step Stool
with the purchase of 3 Items

*Cannot be combined with any other offer
or prior purchase. Expires 3/31/16.      WPSculps Hill GOOD un,nished FURNITURE

DEXCO BUILDERS, INC.
155 Lutz Road, Kutztown, PA
610.285.6510            PA003934

NEW HOME CONSTRUCTION
REMODELING/COMMERCIAL
ADDITIONS & GARAGES
KITCHENS & BATHS
DECKS & SIDING
WINDOWS & DOORS

OWNERS
DAVID KEIM
DEREK KEIM

QUALITY WORK SINCE 1989

Mower Recycler
Recycle Your Old Lawn

Equipment
Buying New Riding Mower?

Let Me Help You Recycle The Old!
Riding Mowers, Tractors, Go Carts, Minibikes,

Snowblowers - Any Condition.
Berks & Surrounding Areas

610-944-3047 www.mower-recycler.com
Free Removal • Quick Friendly Service

• Car and Truck Seats
• Furniture
• Recover Boat Seats

• Day-Night Shade Repairs
• Custom Boat Covers
• Miscellaneous

John J. Stetzler
Upholstering

2485 Shartlesville Road
Mohrsville

610-488-7760 or
484-955-2436

jjsupholstering.com

After a few months of chilly tem-
peratures, come spring, many
homeowners are eager to throw
open their windows and doors
and breathe new life into their
homes. Simple changes made
now, even before the weather
begins to warm up, can improve
interior spaces and brighten the
atmosphere of a home.
• Go plant shopping. Research
from NASA suggests adding at
least one plant in your home
per 100 square feet is efficient
enough to clean air. Fresh
foliage also makes a home feel
warm and inviting. Watering
and misting plants introduces
moisture into indoor air, which
can make rooms overcome with
dry air from heating systems
feel comfortable. Just be sure
to avoid overwatering plants,
which can lead to mold growth. 
• Swap out throw pillows.
Accent pillows on beds and
sofas are quick and inexpen-
sive ways to add new bursts of
color to rooms. You may be
able to make over a room’s
entire color scheme with new
pillows. Invest in pillows that
you can switch with each sea-
son so your decor will never
look tired or dull.
• Clean existing light fixtures.
Another way to brighten the
mood in a home is to periodi-
cally clean light fixtures to make
sure they are working effective-
ly. Spend time dusting them
and cleaning off any accumulat-
ed debris. If need be, switch out
old lamp shades for newer ones
that let more light shine
through. If inadequate lighting
is a problem no matter how
many lamps you have, consult
with an electrician about
installing more overhead and
accent lighting.

• Give rugs and floors a deep
cleaning. Recirculated air may
be full of dust and other micro-
scopic particles that end up
blowing throughout your home.
Also, it’s easy to track in dirt
and other materials on your
shoes that become imbedded
in carpeting. At least once a
year, rent or enlist the surfaces
of carpet and upholstery clean-
ers to give floors a thorough
cleaning. You may be surprised
at how clean and fresh a home
looks and smells once rugs and
carpets are deep-cleaned. You
also can make a dry carpet
cleaner using baking soda, corn
starch and desired fresh herbs
for fragrance. Sprinkle and then
vacuum up after a few hours.
• Color-coordinate book-
shelves. Group all books with
similarly colored covers togeth-
er for an instant and eye-
appealing look.
• Simmer some homemade
home deodorizer. In a large pot,
boil water and some scented
herbs, such as rosemary, citrus
rinds, vanilla, or lavender. The
aroma will waft through the
home, creating a pleasing
scent.
• Invest in new window treat-
ments. Lightweight draperies or
new blinds or shades can trans-
form the look of a room. Be sure
to keep curtains and blinds
open during the day to maxi-
mize the hours of sunlight.
Homeowners can make some
simple changes while they’re
stuck indoors and reap the ben-
efits when the weather warms
up again
Fresh flowers, new throw pil-
lows and lightweight draperies
are some easy ways to trans-
form a home in time for spring’s
arrival.

Freshen Up Your Home For Spring Season

RRRREEEELLLLAAAAXXXX.... .... ....

LLLLEEEETTTT     UUUUSSSS
TTTTAAAAKKKKEEEE     CCCCAAAARRRREEEE     OOOOFFFF

YYYYOOOOUUUURRRR LLLLAAAAWWWWNNNN    TTTTHHHHIIIISSSS    SSSSUUUUMMMMMMMMEEEERRRR

* Mulching
* Weekly Lawn Care
* Spring and Fall Cleanups
* Landscaping and Hardscaping
* Water Gardens
* Excavation
* Shrub and Tree Care
* New Lawn Installatiors

Receive a

FREE
MOWING

with a one-year contract.
See Creekside For More Details.

CCaallll  ffoorr  yyoouurr  FFRREEEE  eessttiimmaattee  ttooddaayy!!
661100--668833--55884499 (office)

448844--995555--99886633  (cell)
PPAA  ##003333009988

Roll-Off
Dumpsters

http://www.epvmerchandiser.com
http://www.windsorpress.com
http://www.mower-recycler.com
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Royer Plaza, 311 County Line Rd., Bldg. 15, Gilbertsville, PA 19525
484-415-0751

Tues. 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Wed., Thurs. & Fri. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.;
Sat. 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.; Closed Sun. & Mon.

www.kcstovesandfireplaces.com

Over 30 Stoves On Display

Napoleon®  Starfire 40 HDX40
Gas Fireplace

Jotul C450 Wood Insert $2,599
while supplies last

Napoleon® NZ6000
Wood Burning Fireplace

Harman XXV
Pellet Stove

Quadra-Fire Sapphire
Gas Stove

EARLY BUY PRICING ON PELLETS

GILERTSVILLE, PA
484.415.0751

Sales and
Service

Sales and
Service

ALBURTIS, PA
610.966.3556

OPEN
HOUSE

Premium
Wood Pellets

Pick Up & Delivery Available

120 North Main St., Alburtis, PA 18011
610-966-3556

Mon., Tues., Thurs. & Fri. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Wed. 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.;
Sat. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.; Sun. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

www.kcstovesandfireplaces.com

Gilbertsville
Special

ALL STOVES 0% FINANCING FOR
36 MONTHS*

�MARK YOUR CALENDAR

FRI., APR. 15 • SAT., APR. 16  • SUN., APR. 17

*to qualified buyers

Wood
Gas 
Pellet
Coal  
Fireplaces

Wood
Gas 
Pellet
Coal  
Fireplaces

http://www.epvmerchandiser.com
http://www.windsorpress.com
http://www.kcstovesandfireplaces.com
http://www.kcstovesandfireplaces.com

