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San Jose won’t 
split from sister 
city over 
Ukrainian conflict 
SEE PAGE 4

Santa Clara Co.
Sheriff Laurie
Smith announces
plans to retire 
SEE PAGE 13

No mask required
Santa Clara County announces 
new indoor masking guidelines

– SEE PAGE 10

By Lorraine Gabbert
Article courtesy of 
San José Spotlight

W
hile some San Jose
school districts are
allowing for option‐

al masking in step with new
state and public health man‐
dates, others are still requir‐
ing them.

Almost two years after Gov.
Gavin Newsom closed schools
due to COVID‐19, he an‐
nounced indoor masking in
schools would no longer be
required as of March 12.
Although case rates and hos‐
pitalizations are declining, he
still recommends schools
continue to mask. As of early
March, Santa Clara County no
longer requires masks in‐
doors.

Masks will still be required
in high transmission settings
such as public transit, home‐
less shelters and correction‐
al and health care facilities.

See MASKS, page 21

SEE OUR LISTINGS OF LOCAL REALTORS, CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING AND HOME IMPROVEMENT ADVERTISEMENTS INSIDE THE BACK COVER

Students at Santa Teresa High
School in the East Side Union High
School District continue to wear
masks outdoors. Photo by Lorraine
Gabbert.

San Jose
schools say
COVID masks
can stay — if
students want

By Lorraine Gabbert
Times Senior Writer

O
n a beautiful, clear day in February, peo‐
ple are relaxing on the sand or walking
their dogs at Seacliff State Beach, but Tracey

Ananmalay and Lola Fahlen are here to swim—
even though the water is 52 degrees.

The challenge of ocean swimming year‐round
might not be for everybody, but for the two friends,
it’s everything. Regardless of the season, they
take to the water, unphased by being occasion‐
ally tossed about like ragdolls in the churning
waves. 

Ananmalay, who started open water swim‐

ming in August, finds it very grounding. 
“Whatever my mindset going in, I leave the

water feeling calm and relaxed,” she said. “The
sense of well‐being from ocean swimming is quite
remarkable.”

Conditions permitting, she swims in the ocean
two to three times a week and has completed 56
open water swims.

Fahlen admires her friend’s determination,
especially as she never imagined it was some‐
thing Ananmalay would choose to do.

“I’m so amazed she was so instantly comfort‐
able in the water,” Fahlen said. “I stop and watch

See SWIMMING, page 16

Ian MacDonald, Tracey Ananmalay and Lola Fahlen have a passion for ocean swimming. Photo by Lorraine Gabbert

Almaden Masters program swimmers face
challenge of year-round ocean swimming 

Ian MacDonald, Tracey Ananmalay and Lola Fahlen practice the buddy system and have a healthy respect for the
ocean. Photo by Lorraine Gabbert.

Nightly performances: March 25, 26,
30, 31; April 1, 2 at 1290 Blossom Hill
Road, Performing Arts Center

By Jane Johnson
Special to the Times

Normal.  We’ve all been pining for a return
to “normal.”  

Now imagine you’re a teen, two years
into your high school career, who doesn’t
even know what “normal” looks like at high
school, because the past two years are all
you’ve experienced. Or, you’re a high school
senior, and the past two years played out
vastly different than the first.  You remem‐
ber what “normal” was like. And you can
sense the return coming just as your years
of predictable school and path are coming
to a close.

Let’s rally behind these kids.  Let’s come
together as a community and celebrate
them and the positive things they’re doing
to return normalcy to themselves and their
greater community. Let’s have fun again
together!

The Show 
What better way to express and live joy

than to share fun, upbeat nostalgic music
that spans generations? To share an expe‐
rience that, as Sophomore Luke Jennings
describes is more than a review, more than
a concert. “It’s a chance to sing those songs, 

See ROCK ‘N ROLL, page 17

Thomas Jordan as The DJ in Pioneer High
School’s “It’s Still Rock ‘N Roll to Me.” 
Photo by Andrew Stein

Pioneer High School
Drama students to 
perform ‘It’s Still
Rock ’N Roll to Me’
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Biden’s approach
‘steadfast, careful’
Dear Editor,

I commend President Biden for
his steadfast and careful approach
to the calamity in Ukraine.  His steps
in the economic sphere have got‐
ten the message to the Russian gov‐
ernment, if not to Vladimir Putin
himself; that the world will not
stand idly by while this needless
carnage takes place.

Biden has taken aggressive steps,
but with a consistency that does
not give Putin an excuse for yet
more horrendous actions.  Coupled
with the sanctions targeting Putin
and his supporters, Biden has ini‐
tiated vital humanitarian aid.  

Biden also realizes that Russian
energy sources play an enormous
part of that country's failing econ‐
omy. He is using these facts to
encourage the more rapid devel‐
opment of renewable energy in the

U.S.A; all very necessary actions.
Please continue on this path, Mr.

President!"
Tony Loeb
San Jose

California has 
Russian investments
exceeding $1 billion 

S
tate Dave Cortese (D‐Silicon
Valley) joint‐authored a bill
last week with Senate Major‐

ity Leader Mike McGuire which
would require California, its agen‐
cies, CalPERS, and CalSTRS to divest
from Russian‐based companies and
assets.

“As a state, it is our responsibil‐
ity to ensure we are not fueling this
global crisis that has caused
tremendous human suffering,”
Cortese said. “I hope that other gov‐
ernments follow California’s lead

in standing for peace and taking
swift action against this unjustified
attack on Ukraine."

“The world is watching the atroc‐
ities taking place in Ukraine. It’s
sickening,” Senator Mike McGuire
said. “We must stand strong for the
people of Ukraine. That’s why we
all must mobilize to stop Russia in
its tracks. California has unique and
remarkable economic power in this
circumstance. As the fifth largest
economy in the world, we must use
this power for good. We can help
stop this autocratic thug, Putin, by
advancing this critical legislation
and enacting our own financial
divestments.”

Senate Majority Leader McGuire
and the legislative coalition will be
advancing a bill that will call on all
state agencies, including the Gold‐
en State’s massive pension funds,
CalPERS and CalSTRS, to divest
from any and all Russian assets
immediately.

It’s believed California has Russ‐
ian investments exceeding over $1
billion, primarily in its pension
funds. At this point there can be no
excuse to invest in and support
Putin, his oligarchs, and the Russ‐
ian economy. 
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LETTER
TO THE
EDITOR ValleyCurrents

cur|rent (adj.) Present, topical, timely, newsworthy. (n.) Movement in a definite direction, a flow.

LET THE 
ALMADEN TIMES

HEAR FROM
YOU!

Send your letters to 
editorial@timesmediainc.com 

or mail to:  
Almaden Times, 

Silicon Valley Business Center, 
1900 Camden Ave., 
San Jose, CA 95124

By Lorraine Gabbert
Article courtesy of 
San José Spotlight

R
ather than break ties with its
sister city in Russia over the
ongoing conflict in Ukraine,

San Jose officials are choosing to
keep communication lines open.

The City Council voted unani‐
mously Tuesday, March 8 to send
a letter of peace and support to sis‐
ter city Ekaterinburg, Russia,
encouraging its residents to stand
against President Vladimir Putin.

A sister city is a long‐term part‐
nership between two communi‐
ties in two countries, according to
Sister Cities International. Sister
cities were initially created in the
1950s to foster peace, but can also
promote tourism, trade, educa‐
tional and cultural exchanges and
projects. San Jose has at least eight
sister cities including Okayama,
Japan and Dublin, Ireland.

Councilmember Sylvia Arenas
originally called for a suspension
of diplomatic relations in solidar‐
ity with the local Ukrainian com‐
munity. Arenas also suggested San
Jose explore a sister city relation‐
ship with a Ukrainian city.

“My intention… was to be sym‐
bolic to our community here in San
Jose and also in the South Bay,” she
said.

Mayor Sam Liccardo said in a
statement that rather than seeking
to isolate Ekaterinburg, San Jose
should forge stronger bonds with
them, and support their dissent.
He said sister cities promote dia‐
logue despite of and because of the
deep differences of national gov‐
ernments—and the voice of the
Russian people may provide the
last, best hope for peace in Europe.

“I appreciate that we’re all try‐
ing to just find ways we can be of
some use in what is a horrible, hor‐
rible situation of Russian military
aggression against innocent civil‐
ians and innocent people in
Ukraine,” Liccardo said.

Councilmember David Cohen ini‐
tially suggested San Jose send two
letters—one government‐to‐gov‐
ernment and one to the sister city
organization—saying the City
Council “is heartbroken to see what
the Russian government is doing
in Ukraine.” Cohen said he didn’t
want to use the letter as a threat
of suspension, but an expression

of support.
But Councilmember Sergio

Jimenez, who serves on the board
of Sister Cities International, said
a government‐to‐government let‐
ter might have a chilling effect on
the sister city relationship and sug‐
gested only sending a note to the
“people of the city.”

“I suspect during this time of con‐
flict that many mayors and other
elected officials in the country are
trying to cover their own butt if
you will,” he said, adding a gov‐
ernment‐to‐government letter
would have the same impact as San
Jose severing its relationship with
Ekaterinburg.

San Jose residents stood with the
Ukrainian community on Tuesday,
holding a vigil at City Hall with
signs, flags, yellow Gerber daisies
and candles against the backdrop
of City Hall alit in the blue and yel‐
low of the Ukrainian flag.

Students from Ukraine spoke
about their concern for their fam‐
ilies at the event led by Orchard
City Indivisible, a progressive advo‐
cacy group.

Kateryna Pistunova, a Stanford
University student, told San José
Spotlight the war in Ukraine demon‐
strates democracy and freedom.

“If people believe these values
are important, they should help the
fight in Ukraine,” she said, adding
it was uplifting to see dozens of
people show up for the event.

Pistunova, born and raised in
Ukraine, said the streets now lie in
ruins and while her mother hides
in the cellar without electricity or
water, her father is out fighting.
She is scared to miss a text mes‐
sage from him as it could be his
last.

Two weeks into the invasion,
Russian bombs are still devastat‐
ing Ukraine, including a strike on
a Mariupol hospital maternity
ward. Although efforts to evacuate
civilians from bombed cities have
resumed, many remain trapped in
areas of heavy fighting.

“It’s easy to feel helpless in times
like this,” Pistunova said. “But…
now’s the time to act.”

Resident Nancy Taylor said she’s
concerned for Ukraine and cries
every time she watches the news,
but it helps to stand with others at
the vigil.

Fellow resident Nancy Anders
agreed.

“It’s kind of a relief to be able to
do something in the community
where we live,” she said.

San Jose won’t split from sister
city over Ukraine conflict

Stanford University student Kateryna Pistunova, who has family in Ukraine, said
it was uplifting to see the turnout at the vigil. Photo by Lorraine Gabbert.

California legislature introduces
bill to divest Russian investment
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CalBike urges the 
legislature to stop AB 371
and save bike‑share

The California Bicycle Coalition (CalBike)
is opposing AB 371 by Assembly Member
Jones‐Sawyer. 

This bill imposes an insurance require‐
ment which the CalBike coalition believes is
unprecedented and could put bike and scoot‐
er share systems out of business across the
state. CalBike helped defeat a similar provi‐
sion in the 2020 legislature. 

“We’ve only begun to see the potential of
low‐cost shared bikes and scooters to en‐
hance public transit and provide low‐impact,
safe mobility for people who can’t afford cars
or who prefer not to drive,” said Dave Sny‐
der, CalBike’s Executive Director. “We should
be expanding bike‐share, not killing it.”

The bill is currently in the Senate Insur‐
ance Committee.

Almaden residents
Buenk and Stromfeld
named to Rochester
Institute of Technology
IT Dean's List 

Almaden residents
Miko Buenk (top photo),
mechanical engineering
technology program ma‐
jor; and Max Stromfeld,
graphic design program
major, have been named
to the Dean's List at
Rochester Institute of
Technology for the Fall
2021 Semester.

Full‐time degree‐seek‐
ing undergraduate stu‐
dents are eligible for Dean's List if their term
GPA is greater than or equal to 3.4; they do
not have any grades of "Incomplete", "D" or
"F"; and they have registered for, and com‐
pleted, at least 12 credit hours.

Rochester Institute of Technology is home
to leading creators, entrepreneurs, innova‐
tors and researchers. Founded in 1829, RIT
enrolls about 18,600 students in more than
200 career‐oriented and professional pro‐
grams, making it among the largest private
universities in the U.S.

The university is internationally recog‐
nized and ranked for academic leadership
in business, computing, engineering, imag‐
ing science, liberal arts, sustainability, and
fine and applied arts. 

San Jose Police would
get more officers, more
training in Liccardo’s
budget plan

San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo released his
March Budget Message late last week out‐
lining a proposed budget for the 2022‐23
fiscal year that prioritizes public safety, beau‐
tifies San Jose and offers “solutions to home‐
lessness.”

“For the first time in decades, we see

declines in the cost for retirement benefits for
the next half‐decade, as a result of our long‐
standing efforts to implement sensible pen‐
sion reform in collaboration with our
employees and voters,” Liccardo said in a
statement. “The dividend from Measure F
and our many years of sacrifice will fund
bold efforts to address homelessness,
crime, and blight, such as by constructing
1,000 quick‐build apartments for the
homeless, adding dozens of additional
police officers to the force, and employing
unhoused residents to clean and beautify
our city.”

The budget forecast assumes that all of
$125.4 million of services funded this year
with the help of federal relief aid and one‐
time City funding will expire, leaving the
city with a nearly $100 million service‐

level deficit. As a result, Liccardo has set
his priorities on “homelessness, public
safety, blight, and “resilience.”

Liccardo wants to hire 15 full‐time police
officers next year and continue growing
the police force over the next five years.

He also wants $323,000 allocated for offi‐
cer training and $800,000 to implement
recommendations from the police reform
committee, one‐time funding for new
equipment and ongoing funding for a
downtown neighborhood walking patrol.
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Times Notebook

Aislin Sim of Almaden 
Valley named to Dean’s List
at Iowa State University

Aislin Sim of Almaden Valley has been
named to the Dean’s List at Iowa State Uni‐
versity, representing the top 2 percent. 

Aislin, a Junior, is a Bachelor of Applied
Science – BASc, Chemic Engineering Major. 

Each semester the university issues a
Dean's List comprised of those students

who have carried at least 12‐credit hours
of graded or S‐F courses with a 3.50 GPA
or above for the semester. 

Iowa State University of Science and Tech‐
nology offerings are administered through
eight colleges, including the graduate col‐
lege, that offers over 100  bachelor's degree
programs, 112 master's degree programs,
and 83 doctoral degree programs, plus a pro‐
fessional degree program in Veterinary
Medicine. 
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Times Community News

Sacred Heart 
Community Service
expands services 
into downtown 
San Jose location

S
acred Heart Community Service
announced plans to expand program‐
ming to a new home at 550 South First

Street in downtown San Jose. 
The new space provides a space for thou‐

sands of families in Silicon Valley to reach
financial stability by accessing homelessness
prevention services, attaining heating and
energy/utility assistance, finding employ‐
ment, and accessing public benefits. 

Since 1998, Sacred Heart has been oper‐
ating out of nearby 1381 S. First Street when
the organization served just 10,000 com‐
munity members annually. Over the past
24 years the demand for services at their
1381 S. First Street location has grown expo‐
nentially. Today, they serve nearly 50,000
families annually, staffing has increased
from 15 to more than 100, and volunteers
number in the thousands. 

“Ever since I started working at Sacred

Heart, we've needed to expand. We do a LOT
with a LITTLE. Not only do team members
lack basics (like a desk space), our case
managers have sometimes had to help peo‐
ple in crisis in hallways and common rooms.
We are thrilled to add new space so that
we can continue to provide critical servic‐
es to our community’s families with digni‐
ty and respect.”

In addition to purchasing a new home,
Sacred Heart has also completed building
renovations at 1381 South First Street,
including expansion of the food and cloth‐
ing programs, and adding community and
learning spaces. Renovations on both build‐
ings should be completed in 2022. 

“This is an opportunity to join us in cel‐
ebrating the new space and learning from
our staff and community members how
Sacred Heart impacts us all.” 

Tire slasher 
damages dozens 
of cars on 
San Jose street

By William Bellou
Publisher

R
esidents on Chemeketa Drive in South
San Jose woke up Tuesday, March 8
to find that someone had slashed the

tires on dozens of cars.
Neighbors say more than 40 vehicles had

their tires slashed forcing motorists to shell

out hundreds of dollars for new tires.
"No one deserves to wake up and have

their tires slashed," said victim David
Aldana. 

"Some people couldn't go to work. I could‐
n't go to school."

David Aldana said this wasn't the first
time that cars on the street were targeted.

"There was some window breakages
about two years ago," he said. "Somewhere
around 20‐30 vehicles also got their win‐
dows broken with pellet guns."

Police are now patrolling the area and
neighbors are reviewing their security cam‐
era video in hopes of helping police catch
the vandal or vandals responsible for the
tire carnage. 

Today, Sacred Heart serves nearly 50,000
families annually, staffing has increased

from 15 to more than 100, and volunteers
number in the thousands. 

Legislative
Republicans call for
gas tax suspension
Democrats kill proposal 
in a vote 18‑40

C
alifornia State Legislative Republicans
held a press conference Monday call‐
ing for the immediate suspension of

California’s 51 cent per gallon gas tax to
relieve some of the burden of record‐high
gas prices. 

Assembly Republican Leader James Gal‐
lagher (Yuba City) said California drivers are
paying outrageous gas prices while the state
enjoys a $45 billion surplus. 

“More than $6 per gallon for premium is
a hardship on many California residents,”
said Gallagher. “Reducing a gallon of gas by
$.51 will help and can be done with the
State’s large surplus.”    

Following the press conference, Repub‐
lican lawmakers forced votes on proposals
to suspend the gas tax and backfill projects
from the state’s $45 billion surplus. During
the Assembly floor session, Republicans
moved to advance AB 1638, which would
suspend California’s state gas tax for six
months, and backfill the revenue from the
state’s budget surplus, which could exceed
$69 billion. The motion was killed on a 18‐

40 vote, with all Republicans voting to sus‐
pend the tax and every Democrat voted
against the measure.   

Democratic leaders said no to the tax sus‐
pension “because we are reluctant to “tam‐
per” with the gas tax. They said they want
to come up with an alternative way, such
as rebates, to ease the burden for drivers,
especially those commuting dealing with
close to $6 gallon prices in the Bay Area.  

“Capitol Democrats had the chance to pro‐
vide struggling Californians with immedi‐
ate relief at the gas pump. They refused,”
said Assemblyman James Gallagher (Yuba
City). “High gas prices and inflation are dev‐
astating California families, but Capitol
Democrats’ only solution seems to be ‘buy
a Tesla.’”
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Times Community News

Indoor masking
changes arrive

By Mike Wasserman 
Special to the Times

Good News Santa Clara County! 
The County Public Health Department con‐

firmed that all masking metrics
have been met and indoor
masking is no longer required. 

It is still strongly recom‐
mended that the public wear
masks when indoors in public
spaces – regardless of vaccina‐
tion status. 

Governor Newsom also
announced that masks will not
be required in schools and child
care facilities, but will contin‐
ue to be strongly recommend‐
ed. Local school districts will be
able to require more stringent
policies if they choose. 

The State still requires masks
for everyone in high transmis‐
sion settings like public transit, emergency
shelters, health care settings, correctional
facilities, homeless shelters and long‐term
care facilities.

Homelessness
As a newly elected County Supervisor in

2010, I started asking questions about the
public cost of homelessness, which led to the
Home Not Found study. 

This groundbreaking research revealed that
by housing our most vulnerable residents, we
can reduce the costly burden on public serv‐
ices. Home Not Found has helped guide suc‐
cessful strategies including the 2020‐2025
Community Plan to End Homelessness – a col‐
laborative effort led by Destination: Home.

So how are we doing? 
New data shows significant progress: Thou‐

sands of people have been permanently
housed and homelessness prevention efforts
are working. 

Progress on 2020‐2025 Community Plan
Goals:

• Nearly 6,000 people are no longer

unhoused and are now in permanent hous‐
ing in Santa Clara County in just the last 2
years!

• More than 96% of people connected to
permanent supportive housing have
remained in their homes for more than a
year, in another sign of a successful Hous‐
ing First strategy.

• Year‐round temporary shelter capacity
increased by almost 20% to 2,227 beds.

• 33% fewer people are
falling into homelessness since
January 2020!

While homelessness remains
a devastating humanitarian cri‐
sis, the work our community is
investing in – building afford‐
able housing and expanding
prevention efforts – is having
a lasting and significant impact
in breaking cycles of home‐
lessness.

Election workers needed
(Bilingual speakers needed)

Be a part of applications for
election workers for the June
7, 2022 Statewide Direct Pri‐
mary Election. The 2,000 elec‐

tion workers are needed to assist at the Reg‐
istrar of Voter’s office and at more than 100
Vote Centers located throughout the Coun‐
ty. Bilingual speakers are strongly encour‐
aged to apply. All new hires will receive paid,
mandatory training classes to ensure elec‐
tions are administered in accordance with
California Elections code. The classes will be
held in‐person with proper social distanc‐
ing. For more information, contact the Reg‐
istrar of Voters’ Office at (408) 918‐9169 or
click on the link below. Democracy in action!
The County Registrar of Voters’ office is now
accepting applications. Hourly Rate starts at
$25.22 per hour. For more information, Visit:
www.sccvote.sccgov.org/extra‐help‐oppor‐
tunities

Supervisor Mike Wasserman is the Presi‑
dent of the Santa Clara County Board of Super‑
visors. He represents District 1, which includes
Gilroy, San Martin, Morgan Hill, and 300,000
people in San Jose.  Call 408‑299‑5010; or
email: district1@bos.sccgov.org with your
comments and concerns.

County
Report
Mike Wasserman,

County Supervisor

Ainsley House Garden
Concert Series returns 
Features award winning 
outdoor performances

L
ive Music returns to downtown Camp‐
bell as the Campbell Museum Founda‐
tion and the SJG School of Music host

a Spring Garden Concert Series in the Ains‐
ley House Garden. 

The series features a lineup of talented
and award‐winning musicians playing a vari‐
ety of styles that will entertain, enliven, and
engage everyone who attends. 

The concerts are outside in the lovely Ains‐
ley House Garden—the perfect venue for a
show, surrounded by blooming flowers and
in the open air. Please plan according to the
weather.  The seating will be unassigned
theater style.  The Ainsley House will be
closed for tours on the concert dates, but the
Museum Gift Shop will be open.

Concert line up
• April 24: Chris Cain, Blues Guitarist
• May 22: Kristen Strom Jazz Quartet
• June 26: Mads Tolling (pictured above),

Jazz Violinist
The Garden opens for reservation check‐

in at 1:30 p.m. and the music begins at 2:00
p.m. Tickets are $30 per person and includes
wine, or sparkling non‐alcoholic beverage,
and light appetizers, and are on sale now at
https://www.campbellmuseums.com 

Mads Tolling
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(408) 921-7619
compass.com/agents/susan-boerner/

Susan.boerner@compass.com
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SWAN

tswan@tswan.com
AlmadenValleyRealEstate.com

DRE:  01355719

(408) 656-8240
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(408) 315-6186
www.jackiejonessells.com

jjones@cbnorcal.com
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SHAWN ANSARI
& SAHAR BINESH

(408) 529-4574
shawn.ansari@compass.com

(408) 348-9197
sahar.binesh@compass.com

CAROL CAMILLI

(408) 209-7809
www.camillihomes.com
carolcamillimontgomery@

gmail.com

DEE RAMIREZ
Realtor Lic. #00683945

(408) 440-7617
Dee@DeeRamirez.com
www.DeeRamirez.com

Times Feature

N. JEANETTE
CAMPA
BROKER

408-661-0203 
www.jabez-realty.com

jeanette@jabez-realty.com
Cal BRE 01327014

Tech Jargon of the week

Smart Compose 

H
ave you ever stumbled into a conversation

where everyone is speaking around this
“techie” word – and even after you’ve broken

in, it is difficult to understand the unfamiliar jargon
and acronyms? Well, there’s no need to sweat it. Let
me teach you the meaning of some commonly used
tech words:

Smart Compose
A few months back Google introduced “Smart

Compose,” a new Gmail feature that helps users com‐
plete their sentences. Smart Compose scans the con‐
tent of users’ messages and suggests phrases and
words, based on things that Google knows about
English (i.e., sentences that begin with H often turn

out to be “How are you?”) and things Google knows
about you. It builds on Gmail’s “smart reply” feature,
in which quick responses like “Thanks!” or “See you
there” can be sent with a touch of a button.

If you use Gmail regularly, you’ve probably inter‐
acted with Smart Compose, whether you know it by
name. Smart Compose offers word and phrase sug‐
gestions, based on similar judgments, as the user
types in real time. You write “Take a look,” and ghost‐
ly text might appear to its right: “and let me know
what you think.” Its assumptions are more person‐
alized, and they feel that way because it is constantly,
visibly, guessing what you’re thinking.

An example of artificial‑intelligence
At the core, Smart Compose is a great example of

artificial‐intelligence (AI) technology being used. It
uses AI to guess what you're going to type before
you type it. It bases some of this on the recipient and
email subject, as well as your typical writing habits. 

The AI is programmed to not only perform tasks,
but also to adapt. To start, Smart Compose was
trained on publicly available bodies of email text.
(Among the most widely used for such projects is
the dataset of some 500,000 emails collected dur‐
ing the discovery phase of the Enron investigation.)
The machine learning applied to the dataset helps
create a model which can then be applied to new
test inputs. 

Once that model was trained to deal with some
of the more obvious idiosyncrasies of email com‐
munications — corporate disclaimers and phrases
like “Sent from Outlook” — Google began training
it on anonymized text from actual Gmail users. 

Armed with the dataset of typically used phras‐
es — currently more than 20,000, according to
Google— the model can then start incorporating
more contextual clues: What was the subject of the
email? Is the email asking a question? Is it express‐

ing a happy sentiment, or is it offering condolences?
Phrases are scored based on their utility — how
much typing they save, basically — as well as the
A.I.’s confidence in the prediction.

These features consider how people use them. If,
for example, it suggests a certain completion, and
enough users take it, that one will be more likely to
appear in the future. If a canned reply is never used,
this is a signal that it should be purged; if it is fre‐
quently used, it will show up more often. 

In a way, we are automating the replies to emails
using AI. We can be sure of only one thing that will
result from automating email: It will create more of
it.

Do you enjoy reading this column?  Send in your
comments or feedback to the author at
shub.saxen@gmail.com. Shubhi Asthana works as a
Research Senior Software Engineer at the IBM Almaden
Research Center, San Jose.
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5635 Silver Creek Valley Road
San Jose, CA 95123

Santa Clara Co. Sheriff
Laurie Smith announces
plans to retire

S
anta Clara Co. Sheriff Laurie Smith (inset)
has announced she will retire at the end
of her term in Janu‐

ary. 
“This job will never be

finished and it is with
some regret that I
announce my retirement
from service at the end of
my term in January of
2023,” Smith said.

Smith, 69, has served
in the Sheriff’s Department since 1973, 24
years as sheriff. She was one of the first female
permanent undercover vice cops.

On December 15, 1998, Smith become the
first female sheriff in California.

Smith has resisted calls for her resignation
in recent months over allegations of corrup‐
tion and jail mismanagement by a grand jury
last December. 

"As a public official, sometimes you make
powerful enemies," Smith said. "My plight is
no different and I am confident history will show
the first elected woman Sheriff to serve in Cal‐
ifornia was not only honorable ‐‐ but her accom‐
plishments will speak far louder and be remem‐
bered longer than the false stories that will be
repudiated by truth.” 

Residents will vote in June and a new sher‐

iff will be sworn in January 2023. 

San José Public Library
Foundation calls on  city to
restore library funding 

A
s COVID‐19 begins to loosen its grip on
civic life, the San José Public Library
Foundation is urging local leaders to

fully restore hours and staffing at San Jose
libraries to pre‐pandemic levels. 

The Foundation held a press conference on
March 10 to shine the spotlight on the essen‐
tial role of San Jose’s libraries in our post‐
COVID recovery and the imperative of full fund‐
ing for this critical community lifeline.

In order for libraries to provide this lifeline,
they must be fully funded. 

Proponents of restoring Library funding
state that the roughly $2 million needed to
restore normal hours and staffing is extreme‐
ly small when compared to the City's operat‐

ing budget of more than $1 billion.

Cortese’s low carbon 
construction bill aims 
for climate restoration

S
tate Senator Dave Cortese (D‐Silicon Val‐
ley) has introduced SB 1297 to continue
his innovative work on climate restora‐

tion. 
Cortese is working with stakeholders from

environmental justice groups, labor, and indus‐
try to craft a plan for California to not only adapt
to, but to reverse climate change. 

“It’s part of a movement to restore our cli‐
mate,” says Senator Cortese. 

“SB 1297 is a vital opportunity for Califor‐
nia to chart a global path forward in climate
restoration. Removing carbon from our build‐
ing and construction materials and using them
to sequester carbon can be done safely, per‐
manently, and economically – with an incred‐

ibly high impact.”
In Santa Clara County, Cortese led the charge

to declare a countywide “climate restoration
emergency that demands immediate action to
halt, reverse, restore and address the conse‐
quences and causes of global warming" and
on Earth Day’s 50th Anniversary, along with
Earth Day Network, and the Foundation for
Climate Restoration, launched a local gov‐
ernments campaign that called on all cities
and counties to adopt climate restoration.  

SB 1297 calls on the state to develop a strate‐
gic plan to advance carbon reduction across
all building and construction materials and
maximize carbon sequestration. Notably, this
would greatly expand the reach of our state’s
current embodied carbon reduction goals and
include materials such as cement, concrete,
aggregate, lumber, cross‐laminated timber,
steel, and more.  It would require stakehold‐
er input and for state agencies to develop plans,
accounting frameworks, and otherwise encour‐
age the use of building materials where feasi‐
ble with low or negative embodied carbon
emissions, to help maximize the level of car‐
bon sequestration in the built environment. 

As stated in SB 1297, California uses enough
aggregate, concrete, and other building mate‐
rials that it could store all carbon emissions
from major industrial sources in the built envi‐

ronment.

Philharmonic Orchestra’s
Spring Concert March 26

P
hilharmonic Orchestra’s Spring Concert
will feature Competition Winners and
the Harp & Jazz Ensembles on Saturday,

March 26 at 4:00 p.m. at the California The‐
atre.

Program
• Suppé – Light Cavalry Overture
• Mozart – Violin Concerto No. 4 in D Major,

K. 218 (Greyson Haryanto, violin)
• Castro – Concerto for Harp Quartet and

Orch. (featuring SJYS Harp Ensemble)
• Elgar – Cello Concerto in E minor (Hud‐

son Fey, cello)
• Kalniņš – Symphony No. 4, “Rock Sym‐

phony”
• Bolvin – Free Climb, featuring the SJYS Jazz

Ensemble
The Orchestra has performed with many

internationally renowned artists in concert
and on tour. They include Jon Nakamatsu, Gold
Medal winner of the 1997 Van Cliburn Inter‐
national Piano Competition, Axel Strauss, pro‐
fessor of violin at the San Francisco Conser‐
vatory of Music, Taylor Eigsti, renowned jazz
pianist and two‐time Grammy Award nomi‐
nee, and Max Zorin, critically acclaimed vio‐
linist and faculty member of the Penn State
School of Music.

In addition to the standard symphonic reper‐
toire, the orchestra has collaborated with many
local and international leading arts groups,
among them, the San Jose Symphony Orches‐
tra, the Asian Youth Orchestra, the Okayama
Youth Orchestra, San Jose Taiko, Firebird Youth
Chinese Orchestra, Mariachi Cobre, San Jose
Children’s Musical Theater, the Batucada nana
Latin Ensemble, the Crystal Children Choir,
the Homestead Jazz Ensemble, the Latin Jazz
Ensemble from San Jose State University, and
the Los Gatos Ballet in its annual full produc‐
tions of The Nutcracker.

Online tickets available now for purchase
by visiting: www.sjys.org/product‐catego‐
ry/tickets; tickets are also available for pur‐
chase at the California Theatre Box Office on
concert day one hour before the Concert (3
p.m.) 
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Remarks made on first anniversary
of the American Rescue Plan

M
ayor Sam Liccardo (inset) high‐
lighted last week the many ways the
historic investments from

the American Rescue Plan act
(ARP) has helped San José recov‐
er from COVID‐19 ahead of the
one‐year anniversary of the enact‐
ment of the ARP, Friday, March 11. 

A critical component of the ARP
was direct relief funding for
American cities and states, and
these funds have helped the city address
critical needs as San José continues to recov‐
er from COVID‐19, while also making invest‐
ments in the future.                             

“The American Rescue Plan funds allowed
us to be creative in addressing the looming
challenges left by this pandemic and help
our most vulnerable residents,” said San José

Mayor Sam Liccardo. “We were able to cre‐
ate jobs for 500 low income young adults
through the Resilience Corps, through occu‐
pations that will sustain our city and make

it more resilient. As we approach
the anniversary of the passage of
ARP I am deeply grateful to Pres‐
ident Biden as we use these funds
for critical investments in public
safety, health care, affordable
housing, and more in San José.”

$212.3 million in ARP funds
were given directly to the City of
San José, which was then used

for housing stability, emergency rental assis‐
tance, beautifying San José, delivery of essen‐
tial services, the creation of meaningful jobs
for young San Joséans through the Resilience
Corps, digital inclusion, food distribution and
more. 

Some examples of the spending include:

San José Mayor highlights 
investments, progress of the 
passage of American Rescue Plan
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By Matthew Frazier

O
ne of the items I have alluded to briefly
in a past article entry was “Capillary
Action” within the context of The Chal‐

lenge of Clay we face right here in Santa Clara
Valley. 

This holds true for our neigh‐
boring valleys as well I imag‐
ine: Blossom Valley and Ever‐
green Valley included. When I
speak of “capillary action,” I am
thinking of an aspect of Hydrol‐
ogy which was pointed out to
me during my training in the
CalWEP curriculum in the fall
of 2020 when I was working
towards becoming a QWEL‐
certified professional. Qualified
Water Efficient Landscapers
are expected to understand the
basics of this subject. 

To the best of my knowledge,
within the context of clay soil, when we apply
water to our clay soil, here on our valley
floors, the water infiltrates the upper crest
and moves outwards in elliptical arcs and
waves as it covers more surface area than it
does depth.  The water is drawn laterally in
all directions, away from the point of appli‐
cation, wetting the upper crest of the soil
and making its way in a terrestrial fashion. 

For the shrubs and trees which are native
to Santa Clara Valley, this can be quite advan‐
tageous: Forcing the roots to search for water
near the surface and forcing those roots to
expand and cover more surface area. The
analogy, or demonstration, which was pre‐
sented to me and the other QWEL candi‐
dates during the training, was that of an
object that appeared to be a base with mul‐
tiple glass pipettes, positioned vertically.
When water entered this device, it was drawn
laterally to another pipette then drawn ver‐
tically upwards through vacuum pressure.
This demonstration was given to show “cap‐
illary action” with water. Water moves into
spaces with the aid of vacuum pressure cre‐
ated in a tight space. 

For our clay soil, water must completely
saturate each individual clay particle before
it can make its way farther throughout the
soil. My conversations with certified arborists
over the years revealed that the majority of
roots are near the surface, especially with
clay soil. For the years I worked in retail and
wholesale garden centers and nurseries, I
advised clients and customers to apply water
at a slow rate so that that water could infil‐
trate the soil at such a rate as to not create
runoff. If the rate of application, even with
drip and spray irrigation, exceeds the infil‐
tration rate of the soil, we will see runoff. A

technique shared with me long ago, from an
irrigation contractor/technician, was what
they called the “Three and Three Rule” which
I most likely mentioned in one of my earli‐
er articles. This technique, as I understand
it, advocates running our irrigation timers

at 9pm, midnight, and 3am for
a 3‐minute cycle each time,
three times per week at these
times during the hot and warm
weeks of the year. In the cur‐
riculum for the QWEL train‐
ing, we were introduced to the
metrics of distribution unifor‐
mity and irrigation efficiency
which I will not discuss in detail
at this point but I invite any
who are interested to look into
this. Going back to the point of
capillary action, knowing about
this phenomenon can be a
good piece of wisdom, espe‐

cially when dealing with our challenging clay
soil here in Santa Clara Valley and out neigh‐
boring valleys within Santa Clara County. 

During the year and ten months I worked
at Santa Clara Valley Water District, as a
water‐waste inspector and water‐wise out‐
door surveyor, I had the opportunity to speak
with many homeowners and residents about
irrigating their landscapes and yards effi‐
ciently. As a surveyor, I would show resi‐
dents how to set their irrigation controllers
in such a way as to engage and implement
this Three and Three Rule shared with me
by that irrigation contractor/technician. 

Though I did not endorse the use of spe‐
cific products out in the field, I would show
these residents how to set the run cycles on
multiple programs with these controllers.
With regard to this article, I invite our read‐
ers to arrange a free meeting with an irri‐
gation surveyor through your local water
agency or water district and talk to them
about setting shorter and more frequent irri‐
gation cycles for your landscapes and yards,
especially going into spring and summer. 

In the next article, I would like to share with
you what I have learned about the impor‐
tance of limiting turf lawn fertilizers in the
process of irrigation as well. I ask and I invite
any and all inquiries you may have. It is my
pleasure to share this insight with you and
converse with you in the process. You can find
my contact information below. Thank you
each and all. and I wish you the very best in
your irrigation endeavors. Be well.

Matthew Frazier is a Certified Water Man‑
ager, Qualified Water Efficient Landscaper, and
Qualified Stormwater Manager.  You may con‑
tact him at: (408) 656‑5622 – Mobile/Text;
or by email: kitchenfrazier@hotmail.com

The challenge of clay capillary action

Water Wise
Matthew Frazier,
Certified Water

Manager
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Swimming
Continued from page 1
her and I’m like, ‘This is Tracey. Look at her
go.’” 

Before entering the sun‐dappled sea,
Fahlen, 52, and Ananmalay, 56, joined by
their friend Ian MacDonald, 58, watch the
pattern of the waves and gauge the wind.
They don wet suits, swim caps, goggles and
hand paddles, adding ear wax to keep the
water out. Fahlen, who swims out further
from shore, adds a brightly colored inflat‐
able tow buoy to improve visibility. 

“On a day like today, there’s no better deci‐
sion in the world,” Ananmalay said smiling. 

The two did the polar bear dip on New
Year’s Day together at Hooper’s Beach in
Capitola.

“It was so fun and so cold,” Fahlen said.
Both women swim in the Almaden Mas‐

ters program at Crossgates Swim Club, where
Fahlen is a swim coach. Ananmalay teach‐
es fifth graders at Los Alamitos Elementary
School.

Fahlen became hooked on open water
swimming in 2017, when she participated
in the Lava Man triathlon in Hawaii. 

“The fantastic thing about ocean swimming
is you get out of there and you just feel ter‐
rific,” Fahlen said. “You feel victorious. If you
have any worries, you have to put them
aside. You have to survive the ocean.”

They have both been caught unexpected‐
ly by waves. Ananmalay recently had what
she refers to as “a washing machine event”
that she chalks up to a learning opportuni‐
ty. It wasn’t the first time she’s been ham‐
mered by the waves and left gasping for air.
On her third outing, she was caught repeat‐
edly by the surf, finally crawling up the sand,
exhausted. 

“I’ve had interesting swims with this one,”
Fahlen said. “I never had a swim and thought,
‘Oh boy, this is rough,’ until Tracey took me
to swim at Seacliff. Some of the currents and
waves in the afternoon are brutal. Two times
now, the ocean has spit me out.”

Ananmalay said before jumping in, smart
swimmers watch for sneaker waves, check
what the tides are doing, the temperature,
the winds. And they listen to the National
Weather Service. 

Fahlen finds ocean swimming thrilling
and deeply satisfying. 

“The highs and recovery from cold water
swimming are exhilarating,” she said. “You’re
just one swim away from a good mood.”

When the sea is calm, MacDonald finds
swimming relaxing. Before entering, he takes
time to watch the cadence of the waves.

“I don’t worry about the sharks,” he said,
“but I worry about the waves. Being slammed
to the ocean floor is not fun.” 

Although there have been shark sightings
at Seacliff, Fahlen doesn’t let it stop her from
swimming there, but she does have a healthy
respect for the predators.

“If you’re considering open water swim‐
ming, be aware of the challenges and your
environment,” she said.

Fahlen participated in the annual Alca‐
traz Invitational and is tempted to do it again
this year as Ananmalay and MacDonald are
diving in. The mile and a quarter race through
the icy sea is not for the faint‐hearted. 

“You train and train and train,” Fahlen
said. “You have to overprepare due to weath‐
er and sea conditions. There are strong cur‐
rents and winds. You have to be ready.”

Ananmalay, who wore a swimsuit rather
than a wetsuit until November, said cold
water swimming provides mental health
and brain chemistry benefits. She said peo‐
ple’s body temperature continues to drop

30 minutes after leav‐
ing the water. 

“You feel great,” she
said. “It has a positive,
uplifting effect.” 

Ananmalay also ap‐
preciates the natural
beauty and aquatic life
from pelicans to seals,
as well as the company
of friends.

Fahlen said they “grin
like idiots” when they
get out of the water. 

Ananmalay wishes
she had started ocean
swimming earlier.

“But here I am now,”
she said. “We have a lot
of fun.” 

Lola Fahlen admires her friend Tracey Anan-
malay’s determination, especially as she never
imagined it was something she’d choose to do.
Photo by Lorraine Gabbert.

Tracey Ananmalay (left) and Lola Fahlen have been friends for a long
time, but only recently dived into open water swimming together. Photo
by Lorraine Gabbert

M
ayoral candidate Matt Mahan
(right) called upon the San Jose City
Council this week to evaluate his

plan to hold elected officials and top depart‐
ment heads accountable for results on key
priorities like homelessness, crime and dirty
streets. 

The Mahan Accountability Proposal
would end automatic raises for politicians
and department heads and require top offi‐
cials to make progress on key problems
before earning future raises.

“You don’t get a raise at work if you don’t
make progress. Neither should politicians
and top department heads,” Mahan said.

Mahan’s proposal would lay out key per‐
formance metrics for each of the six prior‐
ities outlined in the Mayor’s 2022 Budget
Message and establish clear benchmarks like
lower crime rates, fewer people living on
our streets and cleaner streets, and then
hold top officials accountable to meeting
those goals.

Mahan pointed out that this type of
accountability proposal is nearly universal
in most businesses and non‐profit organi‐
zations and is not unique to government.

“A few years ago, we passed a law that

required California legislators to pass a
budget on time or forfeit their paychecks
for every day they could not accomplish
this key goal. Since then, every budget has
been on time,” said Mahan.

“It is just common sense that if we want
our government to work better, we need
to stop rewarding failure,” said Mahan.

Mahan introduces government proposal linking
progress on key issues to future pay raises for
politicians and department heads  
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Rock ‘N Roll
Continued from page 1
and tell the stories, in a more unique way
that’s not a concert, not a review, but an
actual show with commercial breaks and I
think that really attracted me to the show.”

The show leads off with Junior Tommy
Jordan, “your favorite disc jockey, Tommy
J!” spinning tunes in this radio broadcast
from the ‘50s & ‘60s. Try to stop your toes
from tapping and your heart from singing
along through 51 numbers, blocked into gen‐
res and segued via vignettes.  Just listening
to the rehearsals in the background this
writer couldn’t help but smile and feel
weights lifted.

There are sweet, nostalgic, slower songs
weaved in including, as Tommy shared “I
am a huge Elvis fan ‐ we have a whole block
of songs that are Elvis songs that are my
favorites ‐ I absolutely love ‘Are You Lone‐
some Tonight’ and ‘I’m Sorry’ by Brenda Lee
‐ it’s just gorgeous, I love it.”

Talking with the few students for this arti‐
cle, you gain a sense of the cross‐section of
songs available to please the senses, and
the wide‐ranging appeal this show will have.  

In addition to Tommy’s appreciation for
Elvis, Senior Victor Hernandez especially
enjoys the Motown section.  “I love that
type of music and all the numbers are fun
to perform, to sing and dance. But Motown
for sure has a really nice place in my heart.
The Miracles’ 'Shop Around’ I definitely like.
And Chuck Berry’s ‘Roll Over Beethoven’
and ‘At The Hop’ by Danny and The Jun‐
iors.”  

Fellow Senior, Brenna Gallagher, includ‐
ed “Cupid” by Sam Cooke, Chubby Check‐
er’s “The Twist” and “Tears On My Pillow”
by Little Anthony and the Imperials.  Luke’s
favorites include “Ain’t No Mountain High
Enough” by Marvin Gaye. It’s also a duet
with close friend, Riley Blackwell.  He appre‐
ciates “Going Out of My Head” by Little
Anthony, and “My Guy” by Mary Wells.

In addition to the segues, expect two fun
skits from some of your favorite TV come‐
dies of the period. Without giving them
away, they are sure to make you laugh
appreciating apt comedic timing on display.

At least three cast members are no
strangers to “show biz” having performed
locally in the valley for years.  The caliber
of excellence they, along with the whole

cast, bring to this performance is sure to
delight the local community with the bonus
of a performance venue close by.  Head to
dinner in Almaden and finish your evening
on an even higher note.

These performers, along with the entire
cast, have worked hard beyond “normal”
circumstances in hopes for an audience not
only to appear, but to appreciate and truly
relish a fun night out of amusement and
entertainment. Victor, a featured dancer
and vocalist, reflected “With everything
going on, everybody needs amusement and
performing in general has always been part
of my high school career.  It’s really good
getting back and getting in the spring of it
again ‐ it’s really fun!  Seeing all the pro‐
duction going on, it’s just really, really good
seeing everything coming back to life.”
Tommy agreed, “It’s so much better now,
you get to bounce that energy off the audi‐
ence…I’m so excited!”

A Well‑Rounded Team
Behind the scenes, there’s a lot going on

for these students.  Brenna observed “I’ve
always looked up to the Seniors, no matter
what class (grade) I’m in, so going from a
sophomore, and a little halt during that time
(due to Covid), I felt like just a student dur‐
ing that time, not really like a grade level.
And then here I am as a Senior, there are
no other upperclassmen and I’m at the top.
So I’ve made it a point to myself to give the
underclassmen, and even the juniors, that
memory and that experience that I felt (from
before Covid).  It was really different and I
want to make sure they have that same wel‐
coming experience that I did.”

“It means a lot to me when the seniors
and upperclassmen from my time visit
because I’m reminded of my goal for the
underclassmen.  It’s just really sweet (when
the alumni come by &/or return to see a
show.)”

Besides Drama, Brenna competes with the
school’s Competitive Sport (stunt) Cheer
team. Similarly, but different, Victor is a
Cheerleader, and also heavily involved with
clubs on campus including Peer Mentoring
and Be the Change, as well as running his
own Etsy store.  Tommy tried something
new this year and went out for Track & Field,
immediately drawn to and excelling in shot‐
put and discus.  Luke dove in head first to
his first full‐time school gig joining ASB 

See ROCK N ROLL, next page

Hannah Farley, Brenna Gallagher, Farah Azim, and Victor Hernandez tune in "At The Hop".
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Rock N Roll
Continued from previous page
leadership and continuing his love of and
passion for Drama.  These are just some of
their current pursuits.

One of the hallmarks of Pioneer Drama
includes both its diversity of cast members
and its incredible talent to weave them all
together into both a cohesive company and
a stellar performance. And by diversity, I
mean all types of diversity.  Kids from all
walks of life are welcomed including the
most committed and outgoing football play‐
er through the shyest student who isn’t
sure how to join clubs or get involved. This
program is a place of welcome, “a family!”
as Brenna put it.  Students have multiple
goals in life, most very divergent from a
path related to the arts, but they leave PHS
Drama not only with an appreciation of
music, dance, theater and performing, but
with skills sorely needed by corporate
America, and frankly often lacking in the
current candidate pool. To leave Drama
with an ability to compose yourself in front
of not just one or two others, but a room
packed full of people, to have presence, to
communicate and present at a high level,
you are learning these skills and taking them
with you to whatever your next steps after
high school may be, be it to college or direct‐
ly to the workforce.  Who wouldn’t want for
their child, their community, to be strength‐
ened in preparation for what awaits?

The Pandemic
Tuesday, March 10, 2020 ‐ this writer

attended one of the full rehearsals for
“Newsies.”  To say that production would’ve

been on par with Pioneer’s previous pro‐
duction of “Les Miserables” is definitely
with merit.  It was two weeks from open‐
ing night, and already more than show‐
ready.  The last touches of costuming were
being put in place and run‐throughs fine‐
tuned. Everything changed on Friday,
March 13th.  We all know and have been
impacted ever since.  The impact to the
performers, and families, and community,
were in minor disruptive to say the least,
and in major down right devastating.  When
you talk with these young people, and hear
their resilience, it’s uplifting.  They shared
the realities for them, the way they’ve
coped.  From Luke: “The biggest impact of
Covid for me then was (loss of) communi‐
ty…losing that sense of community was
really hard for me…I felt very isolated… I
think that was partly why ‘I’m definitely
going to continue with Drama ‐ that had
that sense of community that I’ve been
looking for.”

“I’ve met a lot of people.  I’m (friends
with) so many different bubbles of people
‐ people on the football team, people who
are really good at math, I know many peo‐
ple in many different circles.  So I think it
worked out really well.  I put a lot of value
on connection.  I just ask them about their
day.  And show that I care about them.  I
think that builds a bond quicker. “

Tommy found outlets in skateboarding,
working out and ways to remain social
with friends across online gaming ‐ a com‐
mon social networking outlet during Covid.  

For Victor, it was commitment to what
was started: “The pandemic motivated me.
I needed an outlet and something to get
my mind off of it for sure.  Being so involved
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with drama already I had to continue that.
I had to see it through.  I wasn’t going to
stop until I had my last performance, my
last curtain call you would say.  Also the
same with cheerleading and the other clubs
I’m involved with.  I wanted to keep them
going and not give up on that.”

Similarly, Brenna’s commitment to insur‐
ing underclassmen have as similar to an
experience as her memory serves tries to
bridge that gap created by Covid.

These are just four members of the cast.
Imagine the stories of them all.  

Director Mrs. Ashley Coleman said, “When
life as we knew it came to a halt, people
suffered a loss in many different ways. But
amongst all the loss, I noticed a global "shift"
toward the arts. People turned to music, film,
dance, and theatre to lift their spirits. Per‐
forming Arts Communities from around the
world worked magic to make the arts acces‐
sible to all from the comfort and safety of
quarantine. So, in selecting a Spring Musi‐
cal for 2022, our goal was to choose some‐
thing that captured the essence of that which
kept us going‐‐‐ joy. "It's Still Rock and Roll
to Me" is pure joy. The music is upbeat, the
energy is high, the dancing is infectious,
and the performers are passionate. We look

forward to sharing this joy with our beloved
and greatly missed community.”

Performances of “It’s Still Rock ’N Roll
To Me”

To see these students all put forth the high
energy, joy, talent and desire to share a spe‐
cial night with all of us, their community,
is more than a hopeful sign for our collec‐
tive futures.  Come to one ‐ or more! ‐ of
their performances ‐ nightly doors close at
7 pm. Tickets on sale at: phsdrama.
ludus.com or walk‐ups (starting at 6 pm each
evening).  Performances are nightly: March
25th & 26th, and again March 30th through
April 2nd at 1290 Blossom Hill Road, Per‐
forming Arts Center.

Luke contrasts this show with more tech‐
nical shows as “it’s instead about these peo‐
ple are doing something, performing for peo‐
ple, it’s songs that we all like, it’s the joy of
performing.”  Victor wants “the audience for
sure to have fun and get to relive the num‐
bers; and jive out with us and take away so
much beauty of theater.  As Tommy hopes
“I’m elated to be back in the classroom and
able to put on actual stage productions. I
forgot just how fun they are… I just hope we
get good (audience) turnout.  I hope people
love it.”

Melissa Sheil as Lucille Ball in "Vitameatavegamin."
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Masks
Continued from page 1

One of the school districts that will keep
masks on is Alum Rock Union School Dis‐
trict. Superintendent Hilaria Bauer said the
district will continue the policy to keep stu‐
dents and employees protected, as the
majority of its students are unvaccinated.

“We have been blessed with little oppo‐
sition from our families,” she said, “and staff
feels it is the best protection we have right
now.”

San Jose Unified School District spokes‐
person Jennifer Maddox said the district
will align with state and public health guide‐
lines. Starting March 14, masks will no
longer be required at SJUSD schools.

“Wearing a properly fitted mask will be
strongly recommended, and we will sup‐
port those who choose to continue to mask,”
the school district said in a statement. “This
updated guidance begins a transition to
treating COVID like other illnesses, such as
the flu.”

Although Maddox said parents and stu‐
dents have not made mask wearing an issue
throughout the pandemic, within the last
couple of weeks the district started hear‐
ing from families who wanted the policy
relaxed.

“I think everyone is ready to get closer
to a return to normal,” she told San José
Spotlight, noting the district is unsure how
many students and workers will unmask.
She suspects a large number will continue
to wear them.

Other school districts are still determin‐
ing a timeline for updating mask policies.

Aaron Brengard, director of safety, child
welfare and attendance for Evergreen School
District, said the district lifted outdoor mask‐
ing requirements on March 3. He said the
school district is discussing plans to allow
optional indoor masking.

The school district is also working to
develop an innovative, site‐based metric
that affects masking and other mitigation
strategies. It would report COVID infections
to the county within 24 hours for contact
tracing and dictate whether masks should
be worn at each school. The district would
also notify employees and families con‐
nected to the infections.

In November, the school district allowed
students to unmask during sports. It had
planned to make outdoor masking option‐
al in January, but omicron changed that.
Brengard said COVID cases climbed from
four before break to 398 the following week.

“We’ve been waiting for an opportunity
for those numbers to go down,” Brengard
told San José Spotlight. “We monitored test‐
ing and our (COVID) cases are low. We are
at seven for this week.”

Before making any changes, the district
made certain it had a full inventory of per‐
sonal protective equipment and spoke with
students about the social and emotional
impact of removing masks. They explained
if conditions changed, masking would
return.

Since the change in policy, only a small
number of students have removed their
masks outdoors, Brengard said, including
his eighth‐grade daughter. He said she likes
wearing her mask as it covers her acne, and
she doesn’t have to wear makeup.

At Santa Teresa High School in the East
Side Union High School District, some stu‐
dents still choose to wear masks outdoors.
Student Lily Nakagawa said she is willing
to wear a mask at school.

“I don’t really mind it,” she said. “I’d rather
wear a mask and stay in‐person at school
than have to go back to online.”

Superintendent Glenn Vander Zee said
the district is implementing an optional
indoor mask policy. He said while residents
have advocated for masks to be optional,
some students say removing them may
cause anxiety.

“This will be a difficult adjustment for
many because we’ve gotten used to wear‐
ing masks,” he told San José Spotlight.
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Santa Teresa High School student Lily Nakagawa (right) said she’s used to wearing a mask indoors at
school. She’d rather wear a mask than return to distance learning. Photo by Lorraine Gabbert.
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CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418
Pastor: Rev. Naomi
Schulz
No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You
Are Welcome Here!
We are an Open and
Affirming Congregation,
and celebrate members of
the LGBTQ+ Community.
Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM, with
communion open to all.
Join Pastor Naomi for
tea/coffee at Orchard Val-
ley cafe in Campbell dur-
ing community drop-in
office hours from 11 AM
to 1 PM on most Tues-
days.
Our ministries/activities
include:
• Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednes-
day of every month, at
6PM.
• A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open Tu/
Th/ Sa 10:00 AM to
Noon.
• Lighted Window Pro-
ductions featuring uplift-
ing concerts, thought-
provoking theater produc-
tions, informative lec-

tures, and even an occa-
sional karaoke night--all in
a wholesome environ-
ment.  
Our activities flow from
our core values:
• Extravagant Joy
• Passionate Faith
• Loving Respect
• Deep Connectedness 
• Intentional Growth 
• Shared Laughter 
Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.org
or better yet, visit us at
our worship services on
Sundays at 10:00 AM.
Coffee, refreshments, and
conversation always, right
after service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, worship
and giving to our local
community. We are proud
to be UCC, Open and
Affirming (O&A) and wel-
come members of the
LGBT community. We
support local LifeMoves
(formerly InnVision) Shel-
ter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco
Night Ministry, Second

Harvest Food Bank,
Church World Service,
and Communities
Responding to End Pover-
ty.
Worship Sunday, 9:00 AM
followed by fellowship
and refreshments. 1st
Sunday in Worship: Holy
Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck
Sunday.
Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives.
We assemble each Sun-
day to encourage each
other through singing,
studying, praying and
sharing in the Lord’s sup-
per. Simple—just like
what one reads about in
the New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San
Jose near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club). Come make new
Christian friends!

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120.  The
Rev. Shelley Booth Den-
ney, Rector Phone:408-
268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church
in Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nur-
ture and grow a strong
faith community of believ-
ers, a family of all ages,
where each member feels
welcomed, loved, valued
and empowered to serve.
Children are especially
welcomed and cherished
as an important part of
God's family. All junior
high and senior high stu-
dents are welcome to
participate in our Youth
Groups. During the
school year we have joint
Sunday School with our
sister church, the Con-
gregational Church of
Almaden Valley, UCC. The
Episcopal Church in
Almaden offers the fol-
lowing regular opportuni-
ties for worship: Sunday
at 7:30AM and 10:45AM,
Holy Communion service.
Each Sunday service is
followed by a coffee hour
for friendship and conver-
sation.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsanjose.org
2486 Ruby Ave,
San Jose CA 95148. 
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum" the
English meaning is "Peace
be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who are
Muslims, and what is the
Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and way
of life. Islam began in the
7th century. People who
follow Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is the
Divine book that guides
Muslims to practice Islam. 
"Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
latak"" the English mean-
ing is " May Allah (swt)
protect you and your family".
Please visit our website to
learn more.

FIRST CHURCH 
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San
Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a
community serving the
Christ from the heart of
the City, working to know
Jesus and make Jesus
known by serving, wor-
shipping, and learning
together.  Worship servic-
es are at 10:00 AM at the
Horace Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa
Clara Streets). Worship
includes both contempo-
rary and traditional music,
a message that is relevant
to real life, based in the
Bible, and meaningful to
people of all ages and
backgrounds.  We work in
our community to provide
real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counsel-
ing, and spiritual direction.
Our children's & families'
ministries include Sunday
classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike
rides and fishing trips.
Come, Make a Difference
and feel the difference
God can make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchSJ.net
See you on Facebook
2650 ABORN ROAD at
Kettmann, across from
Evergreen Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 50 Years. John S
Goldstein, Pastor
Christian Worship every

Sunday at 11.00 am
Together let us build lives
toward excellence!
Music Institute
(408) 791-7772
After School lessons on
Piano, Violin, Viola, Flute
PreSchool, Age 2-6
years. Caring for your
child with God’s love and
affection.

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our members.
If you are looking for an
active Christian faith
community, we invite
you to experience Holy
Spirit Parish Community.
All are welcome! We are
located at 1200 Red-
mond Avenue, San Jose,
CA 95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m. Mon-
day - Friday. Our week-
end Mass schedule is
Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish
Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or
408-997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. Information
on Faith Formation for
children and adults can
be obtained by calling
our Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in
the loop with our 3sixty
High School Youth Min-
istry by calling 408-997-
5106. Holy Spirit School
serves grades Pre-K
through 8th, and is locat-
ed at 1198 Redmond
Avenue. You can reach
the school office at 408-
268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 &
11:00 AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,
intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-

nity, promoting spiritual
growth, reaching out to
people in need and
whereyou get to know
peopleby name. We
offer children's religious
education (CREATE);
Youth Ministry (BLAST
& X-STATIC); Scripture
Study (day & evening);
Senior's Group and
many other adult min-
istries as well. Saint
Anthony parish is locat-
ed in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120. Our
weekend Masses are at
4 p.m. on Saturday at
our historic church at
21800 Bertram Road in
New Almaden, CA
95042 and on Sunday at
8:30 a.m.,10:30 a.m.,
and 5:30 p.m. at the
McKean Road location.
Our Parish Office is open
Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and Tuesday thru Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and
1 - 4 p.m. For more infor-
mation, stop by the
Parish Office or call
(408) 997-4800, or visit
our website at www.
churchstanthony.com.
Fr. Larry Hendel, Pastor.

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh) means
"disciple" or "student." A
Sikh is a practitioner of the
faith founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak in
Punjab of old British India.
A Guru who is a "teacher"
or "enlightener" completes
the relationship of teach-
ing and learning.  Sikhism
is monotheistic and
stresses the equality of all
men and women. Sikhs
believe in three basic prin-
ciples; meditating on the
name of God (praying),
earning a living by honest
means and sharing the
fruits of one's labor with
others. Currently there  are
close to one million Sikhs
living in the USA and
Canada and 25 million
Sikhs living around the
world. Sikhism is the 5th
largest religion in the
world.  At the Gurdwara
(House of God) in San
Jose we welcome all. We
pray daily for peace and
prosperity for everybody
in the world.  Come to
visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365 days of
the year and serves com-
plementary vegetarian
meals.  We also encour-
age you to enter our histo-
ry room on site and walk

the beautiful grounds.
Learn more about us and
community events we
sponsor by visiting our
website; http://www. San-
JoseGurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofassisi.com
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an
inclusive diverse commu-
nity striving to serve as
Disciples of Jesus Christ
in the footsteps of St.
Francis, offering prayerful
and joyful liturgies; evan-
gelization, fellowship, and
service opportunities to
the community. We offer
spiritual opportunities for
all ages, including chil-
dren's liturgy, dynamic
E.C.H.O - Jr. High, IGNITE
- High School and North
Star -Young Adult Min-
istries, along with small
faith communities and
opportunities to help the
poor and marginalized of
San Jose. Our Preschool
is the only Catholic Pre-
school offering quality
family oriented service in
the Evergreen and Silver
Creek areas. Our Chapel,
Gathering Hall, Parish
Office, Mission Center,
Parish Gift Shop, Memori-
al Garden and Preschool
are all located at 5111
San Felipe Rd. Please
come join us to worship
at one of the following
times and locations: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday 5:00PM,
Sunday 8:30 AM, 10:30
AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese),
6:00 PM Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gath-
ering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo Mass -
Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Com-
munity (Cribari Auditori-
um) Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Come join us and share
your presence with us so
that together we may grow
and share our gifts to help
build God's Kingdom!

For Worship
listing 

ads, call
408.483-5458

The Almaden Senior Association mem‑
bers are a diverse group of enthusiastic,
active, 50+ adults who enjoy new learn‑
ing opportunities, new experiences, and
new adventures. 

Membership in the Almaden Senior Asso‑
ciation offers discounts and opportunities
to enjoy . . . 

•  exercise classes for all levels of ability;
•  lunches and other social programs

organized and run by members of the Associ‐
ation;

•  book clubs, cooking, computer and photography classes;
•  trips to local and not so local places of interest such as the Steinbeck Muse‐

um in Salinas, Whale Watching in Monterey, casino trips and more.

As a member you’re encouraged to help plan these activities and suggest new
ones to enjoy. The Senior Association Philanthropy Program set up a process to
donate funds to other non‐profit organizations that reflect our mission.

Connected
We enjoy meeting new people, making new connections and getting involved. All
volunteer opportunities are based on your time and energy commitment. Fees for
classes, trips and social events are kept low because of senior volunteer participa‐
tion and membership strength.

Stop by the main desk at the Almaden Community Center and ask for an applica‐
tion today. Yearly dues of $10 are returned to you by discounts to most of the pro‐
grams  you participate in.

Join us today, meet new people and get involved with classes and programs that
will enhance your life  and open new doors.

For more information, go to www.almadenseniors.org
Contact via email: alamadenseniors1@gmail.com
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Shoe Repair Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern Califor-
nia. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some

supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the
school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great 

combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices! 
Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 

Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:
info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

Call to place your 
ad today!  

408-494-7000

JewelryClocks

DIRECTV Stream - The Best of Live &
On-Demand On All Your Favorite
Screens. CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12 months. Stream on
20 devices in your home at once.
HBO Max included for 3 mos
(w/CHOICE Package or higher.) No
annual contract, no hidden fees!
Some restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-
408-882-9465

The bathroom of your dreams for as
little as $149/month! BCI Bath &
Shower. Many options available. Qual-
ity materials & professional installa-
tion. Senior & Military Discounts
Available. Limited Time Offer - FREE
virtual in-home consultation now and
SAVE 15%! Call Today! 1-844-988-
1663

Become a Published Author. We want
to Read Your Book! Dorrance Publish-
ing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Comprehensive
Services: Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution. Call for
Your Free Author`s Guide 1-866-603-
1640 or visit http://dorranceinfo.com/
evergreen

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid, pre-
pare for power outages and power
your home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down Financing Option.
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote
today. Call 1-877-920-0653

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting battery
of Inogen One. Free information kit!
Call 855-977-5344

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED
Life Insurance! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay
funeral and other final expenses.Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company-
877-864-3769 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/almaden

The COVID crisis has cost us all
something. Many have lost jobs and
financial security. Have $10K In Debt?
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car
Loans. Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF!
We can help! Get a FREE debt relief
quote: Call 1-650-383-1785

Employment

Remodeling

TimesClassifieds

Diamond Auto Detail
San Jose

Has your car or truck lost its luster? Are you embarrassed to
be seen in it? Let us bring back the shine with buffing, polish‐
ing, color sanding, complete interior treatment, engine steam
clean, overspray, paint sealant and more. Appointment is
required, please be sure to call ahead to get on her schedule.

Rocio Salcedo
(408) 294‑4135
74 S Autumn St
San Jose, CA 95110

Auto Detailing

Expires April 15, 2022.

Business Administrative Specialist
Provide administrative support for project management.

Bachelor's in Business Admin related. 
Avaco Inc. 4320 Stevens Creek Blvd #122, San Jose, CA 95129

Notices
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