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WHAT’’S 
INSIDE 

White Oak Grill at Ruttger’s Bay Lake Resort • Deerwood

Winter Hours 
Thursday 4-8 p.m.

Friday-Sunday
 11a.m.-9 p.m. 

  ruttgers.com

Snowmobilers 
Welcome!

WHITE OAK GRILL MARCH SPECIAL

Must present coupon for offer. One offer per visit. Offer expires March 31, 2022 
White Oak Grill at Ruttger’s Bay Lake Resort • Deerwood

BUY ONE
GET ONE FREE

Appetizer• Crispy Brussels  

• Prime Rib Wontons 

• Bacon Wrapped Jalapeno Poppers

 • Chicken Wings • Fried Prawns

 • Stuffed Vidalia Onion 

• Charcuterie Selection 

Prime Rib Wontons*

Charcuterie Selection* 

Fried Prawns*

Chicken 
Wings*

 Bacon Wrapped Jalapeno Poppers*

*Photos for illustration purposes only, 
selection may vary.

Valuable Coupon

Drs. Murray & Shannon Smith • 23 West Main Street, Crosby • www.askdrsmith.com • (218) 851-9626

SHIFT CLINIC
Integrative Medicine • In Person or TeleHealth Access (online health consultation) • Doctor-grade supplements delivered to your door 

To gain access to our Nutrition  Hub,  just text your name and email to (218) 851-9626

 
Schedule your first appointment by March 31, 2022 and receive a

FREE Consultation* *Up to 15 
Minutes

Chiropractic • Acupuncture • Massage • NeuroMetabolic Care • Guided Weight Loss • Slim Laser • Magnesphere Resonance Therapy • PEMF 

Gut Problems?

First Day of  Spring Starts
 Sunday, March 20 10:33 a.m. CDT

 PROPANE AVAILABLE 
including for 
Motor Homes

Catnapper
 Lift 

Chairs

UNCLAIMED 
FREIGHT NORTH

TOOLS • GIFTS • HOUSEHOLD • LIVING ROOM• BEDROOM • DINING

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 9-5 • Hwy. 210 West, Aitkin • 218-927-6446

ALL SIZES NOW ON SALE

JUST IN! RECLINING COUCHES, LOVE SEATS, 
CHAIRS & POWER RECLINING CHAIRS  

4 Drawer 

Dresser
$17998

March 
     Mayhem

16413 Highway 371, Brainerd, MN  56401 • 218-828-3020
2 Miles North of Baxter on 371 • www.371furniture.com

371sales@gmail.com • Hours: 9-6 Mon - Sat; 11-4 Sun

Buy It 
Today... 
Have It 
Today!*

* on In Stock Items Locally Owned 
and Operated

Sale

Bunkbeds 
on Sale! 

Futons 

on Sale!

Take Advantage of the Mayhem Prices on Now! 

Bedroom 

Sets on 
Sale!

Dining
 Room Sets 

on Sale! 

Mayhem Sale Prices throughout the Store!

Mattress Sets on Sale
 from Top Companies Such As 

Serta, Restonic and Therapedic!

Sofa Sets and Sleepers on Sale 
from Top Companies Such As 

England, Jackson, and Benchcraft!

Reclining Sets on Sale 
from Top Companies Such as 

Flexsteel, Catnapper,
 and Signature!

and the decision handed 
down by the judicial panel 
on February 15 pitted many 
incumbent legislators, both 
House and Senate, into the 
same district and created 

unusual district boundaries.
 Kiffmeyer served as Minne-

sota’s Secretary of State from 
1999 to 2007, Minnesota 
ranked No. 1 in voter turnout 
for all eight years of her term.

The community is invited 
to attend the next Rosenmeier 
Forum, which focuses on leg-
islative redistricting, at 7 p.m. 
on Tuesday, March 22 in the 
Chalberg Theatre, Brainerd 
campus. The event is free and 
open to the public.

Speaking will be Minne-
sota Senator Mary Kiffmeyer. 

Kiffmeyer, a Pierz native, 
represents Senate District 30. 
She is currently serving as 
chair of the State Government 
Finance and Policy and Elec-
tions Committee, vice chair 
of the Redistricting Commit-
tee, and as a member of the 
Finance Committee, Trans-
portation Finance and Policy 
Committee, and the Judiciary 
and Public Safety Finance and 
Policy Committee.

Steve Wenzel, Executive 
Director of the Rosenmeier 
Center for State and Local 
Government, said “Senator 
Kiffmeyer brings a wealth of 
knowledge and experience 
to the key issue of legislative 
redistricting.  We know that 
she will greatly inform the 
community of the ‘why and 
how’ decisions made by the 

Minnesota Judicial Panel on 
redistricting that was handed 
down on February 15.”

Legislative redistricting is 
the process that both begins 
and ends legislative careers 

Senator Kiffmeyer to lead forum on legislative redistricting

Minnesota Senator 
Mary Kiffmeyer 
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850 2nd Street NW, Aitkin, MN 56431
218.927.2182 • www.aicota.com

This is not just a home … it’s a secure,
comfortable place to call home.

At Aicota Assisted Living, we offer residents a unique experience that combines
high quality accommodations and services which are designed to promote a

dignified independent lifestyle. As a resident, you will enjoy a peaceful setting, 
along with friendly, compassionate and professional staff that are 

available to meet your needs 24 hours a day.

• 1-Bedroom & Studio Apartments
• Dining Rooms with 3 Meals/Day
• Living Rooms and Large Stone

Fireplaces

• Outdoor Patio Area and Gardens
• Salon/Barber Shop
• Daily Planned Activities & more!
• Personalized Care Plans

A S S I S T E D  L I V I N G

Appliance Service & Repair
Aitkin

218-927-2027
1-888-450-8845

For more information call

Frigidaire
White-Westinghouse

Gibson
Kelvinator

Tappan 
Electrolux

Asko

  

Maytag
KitchenAid 

Amana
Jenn-Air

Roper
Whirlpool
Crosley

Amana Commercial Products
Frigidaire Commercial Products 
Kelvinator Commercial Products
Electrolux Commercial Products

Authorized
Platinum

Star Service
Serving All Makes • Over 35 Years Experience

jlblak@embarqmail.com

RILEY’S NAPA 
AUTO SUPPLY

AITKIN • 218-927-2153

 LARGEST 
SELECTION 
of hydraulic hose & fittings

up thru 2” 4 wire 

MINNESOTA’S

rileyautosupply.com

ONE OF
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 Crow Wing County 
Household Hazardous Waste Facility 
OPEN Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Never dump household hazardous waste such as pesticides,
 fertilizers, paint or solvents down the toilet, down the drain,

 into a storm drain, open waterway or ditch. 
Beyond posing a threat to our health and environment, 

such dumping is illegal.

Automotive • Paint • Home Improvement • Workshop
 Crafts • Lawn • Garden • Household Cleaners 

The Collection Site is at the Landfill 
Nine Miles Southwest of Crosby

on Highway 210

Read the Warning Labels: A product has one or more hazardous properties, if it shows the 
single words: Corrosive, Flammable, Caution, Warning, Danger, Poisonous, Toxic, Explosive or 

Reactive. It does not become any less hazardous when you throw it away.
Please Note: The Household Hazardous Waste Facility 

DOES NOT ACCEPT Florescent Light Bulbs, Business or Farm Hazardous Waste. 

For more information call 
Crow Wing County Land Services at 218-824-1010. 

an industrial fan, and more!  
Audience  restrictions lifted

The Central Lakes Com-
munity Performing Arts Cen-
ter announces the lifting of 
audience size restrictions for 

its remaining events. There is 
now availability of tickets for 
upcoming events previously 
listed as sold out. All events 
will remain general admis-
sion seating. Patrons wanting 

Audiences will be left 
amazed at what they see (or 
don’t see) when The Magic 
of Bill Blagg Live hits the Gi-
chi-ziibi stage on April 1. The 
7 p.m. show of large-scale 
magic and illusions is part of 
the Central Lakes Community 
Performing Arts Center’s Cul-
tural Arts Series.

Tickets for The Magic of Bill 
Blagg are available through 
the CLC Box Office (218) 
855-8199 and online at www.
clcperformingarts.com   A 
family package is also avail-
able.

Center Director Patrick 
Spradlin says the date chosen 
for the performance was no 

accident. “What better April 
Fool’s gift can we give?” he 
asked. “We’ve not presented 
a talent like Bill. This will be 
a one-of-a-kind event for our 
audiences.”

Blagg is described by 
Spradlin as a personable, 
magnetic showman. “I’ve met 
him on several occasions at 
performing arts conferences 
around the country. He is in-
credibly engaging in real life, 
and his stage persona really 
mirrors that.”

Blagg formed his interest 
in magic began with a gift 
from his great-grandfather: a 
professional book of magic. 
As he studied the different 

effects in the book, he began 
constructing magic props with 
his dad.

He chose to put his skills to 
the test in 1998 by entering 
the adult stage competition at 
the Abbott Magic Get Together 
in Colon, MI, which is also 
hailed as the magic capital of 
the world. Magic had been 
Bill’s life for over twelve years. 
He had performed hundreds 
of shows, and it all hinged on 
a single five-minute routine: 
his dancing handkerchief. 
He had just turned eighteen, 
barely old enough to enter 
the competition, and he was 
about to make magic history 
by becoming the youngest 
contestant to ever win the 
prestigious event. Following 
his win, Bill never looked 
back.  

Today, Bill is one of the na-
tion’s top touring illusionists. 
His theatrical brand of magic 
thrills thousands of people 
every single year.   Bill’s live 
performances leave people 
in complete disbelief as he 
creates the impossible in a 
way only he can do.

Bill  prides himself in 
performing new, never-be-
fore-seen illusions such as 
the world’s only rideable 
hoverboard.  He is also known 
for instantly teleporting across 
theaters, squishing his body 
from 6 feet to 6 inches tall, 
passing through the blades of 

Magic and illusions of Bill Blagg Live hits the Gichi-ziibi stage on April 1

The Crossing Arts Alliance 
located at 711 Laurel Street,  
Brainerd offers arts work-
shops to the community in 
a variety of mediums. 

Please pre-register for the 
following classes at https://
www.crossingarts.org/work-
shops, or call 218-833-0416 
to reserve your spot.

Sterling Silver Pendant 
class with artist Jim Reed, 
on Saturday, March 26, from 
noon to 3:00 p.m.

Students will roll sterling 
silver through the rolling mill 
and make an impression on 
the silver, shape the piece 
and solder a little cabochon 

stone to the pendant. We 
will be using a rolling mill, 
a small drill and other equip-
ment to complete the piece.

Jim Reed has been making 
custom, sterling silver jewel-
ry for a 4+ years. You can of-
ten see his work to purchase 
in the Crossing Arts gift shop. 
Jim teaches 7th grade tech-
nology at Forestview Middle 
School. In the summer, he 
mines gems and minerals 
in the Colorado mountains. 
He enjoys making things and 
watching others experience 
their creation come to life.

Classroom instruction will 
take place at Jim Reeds 
Workshop. Upon registration 
a confirmation email will be 
sent disclosing directions of 
class location.

This class is $140. Lim-
ited to three students. 16+ 
years of age. Crossing Arts 
members, as a benefit of 
membership, will receive a 
$5 gift card when attending 
the class.

Beehive Pincushion with 
Lisa Jordan on Saturday, April 
2 from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m.

This is a great class for be-

Upcoming classes at Crossing Arts

tickets or information can 
go to the Center’s website at 
www.clcperformingarts.com 
or contact the CLC box office 
at (218) 855-8199.

ginning needle-felters ages 
10 and up. Using a specially 
barbed needle and fluffy 
wool, students will create 
an adorable and functional 
pincushion with a tiny bee-
topped pin. Your completed 

pincushion will be about 3 
inches tall. Students will be 
provided with all the wool 
and tools they need to com-
plete the project, and will 
keep their mats, needles, 
and leftover supplies after 
the class. $30 per person 
(Crossing Arts members, as a 
benefit of membership, will 
receive a $5 gift card when 
attending the class). Masks 
are recommended. Class size 
is limited to 6. 



NewsHopperTM  March 19, 2022 3www.NewsHopper.net

More Obituaries on Page 4

Hoppers Helper’s Service Directory
Shoe RepaiR  

Harting Shoe Repair 509 Washington Street, Brainerd. 
Drop Stations: Crystal Cleaner Crosby 218-829-
2496 tfn

UpholSteRy  
D R U K  U P H O L S T E R Y •  2 1 8 . 7 6 3 . 3 2 4 2 
Family owned 50+ years. NOW servicing the 
BRAINERD LAKES AREA! Residential and commercial 
upholstering. Free estimates. Free pick up and delivery. 
http:// www.drukupholstery.com  w41

ContRaCtoRS  
R a d t k e  R e m o d e l i n g  &  C o n s t r u c t i o n  
Custom Built Homes • Remodeling • Garages 
N e w  A d d i t i o n s  •  P o l e  B u i l d i n g s  • 
G e n e r a l  C o n t r a c t i n g  •  I n s u l a t i o n 
D e a n  R a d t k e ,  A i t k i n .  L i c .  # 2 0 1 0 8 7 5 8 
www.radtkeremode l ingconst ruc t ion .com   
218-678-3403• 218-839-6103 2018w39

     heating & aiR Conditioning  
Ken’s  Heat ing  & Mobi le  Home Supply  
LP & Natura l  Gas  •  Nat iona l ly  Cer t i f ied 
Service Technician  –  over 30 Years Experience 
Residential & Commercial  •  Mobile Home 
Heating and Air Conditioning • RV’s/Supplies 
218-821-6720  •  Aitkin • kensheatingllc.com  w47 2020

applianCe SaleS & SeRviCe
Jim Blakesley Appliance Service & Repair 
218-927-2027 • 1-888-450-8845 • Aitkin 
Washers, Dryers, Stoves, Refrigerators, Air  
Condit ions, Sept ic Protectors, and MORE. 
Authorized Platinum Star Service. tfn

CompUteRS  
C a l l  B i l l y  “ M a c ”  ( B i l l y  H o f f s ) 
218-851-9990 or email bhoffs@mac.com  
All things Mac, from purchasing new or used, to teaching, 
to repairs “Friendly & Honest” I make house calls tfn

inSURanCe

 
4 locations to serve you 
Aitkin 218-927-3712 • Moose Lake 218-485-8735 
• Isle 320-676-3795 • Grand Marias 218-387-1540 

pet CaRe SeRviCe
Dogpatch • 218-927-4353 Expert Pet Grooming & 
Boarding Services. West of Aitkin on Cedar Brook Rd.  SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES 

5 lines for $15.00 per week
4 lines for $12.00 per week
3 lines for $9.00 per week

Hoppers Helper’s Service Directory

 Got an interesting photo and story to share? 
Just send it to hopper@crosbyironton.net, along 
with your name, city and a description of the 
photo. We also accept news and community 
events. And who knows, you may see your sub-
mission next week in the NewsHopper!

Send Us Your Photos! 

City of Aitkin officials re-
cently presented a proposal 
to the House Property Tax 
Division asking to place the 
question of adding a one 
percent local option sales tax 
question before the voters of 
the city next fall.

The state law allows cities 
under certain situations to add 
up to a one percent of sales tax 
on all taxable items sold within 
the city. Each cities’ proposal 
is reviewed by both the House 
and Senate tax committees and 
may be included in a larger tax 
bill that must pass both bodies 
of the legislature and be signed 
by the governor.

Each of the local sales tax 
proposals that make it through 
the legislative process must 
then be submitted to residents 
of the city in the form of a 
voter referendum. If the voters 
pass the referendum, then the 

additional sales tax is included 
in all retail taxable goods and 
services sold within that city.

The Aitkin City Council is 
proposing to add a one percent 
local sales tax that would raise 
about $8.3 million dollars to 
be used to construct a new 
government facility and make 
about $1 million dollars of 
improvements to city parks 
and trails. The additional sales 
tax would be collected for up 
to 19 years or when the bonds 
funding the projects are paid 
for, whichever occurs first.

The city estimates the local 
sales tax will generate about 
$500,000 in annual tax rev-
enue. The legislature usually 
passes an annual tax bill to-
ward the end of each legisla-
tive session, which ends the 
3rd week in May. If the propos-
al is included in this year’s final 
tax bill, then the city residents 

would be presented with the 
question on their November 
general election ballot

Minnesota’s statewide cur-
rent general sales tax is 6.875 
percent. Several cities in Crow 
Wing County have local op-
tion sales taxes in place. For 
example, in Brainerd and 
Baxter in addition to the 6.875 
percent general state sales tax, 
a .5 percent city local option 
sales tax and a .5 percent Crow 
Wing County special transpor-
tation sales tax apply for a total 
sales tax rate of 7.875 percent.

If the city voters approve the 
one percent increase then the 
sales tax rate in Aitkin would 
be equal to the current 7.875 
percent sales tax rate in Brain-
erd and Baxter. 

Representative Dale Lueck
Minnesota House
District 10B

Rep. Dale Lueck legislative update
READER RIBBETS

The Crow Wing County 
Sheriff’s office is driven by 
abuse of power, the epitome 
of poor judgment. An open 
display of how unimportant 
the residents and local police 
departments are to Goddard 
and his second-in-command. 
Abuse of power is a violation 
of the public trust—trust that’s 
not easily restored. It damages 
departments, communities, 
and careers. Embarrassing 
the Brainerd, Ironton, and 
Deerwood police departments 
means Goddard embarrassed 
Crow Wing County residents, 
as well.  

Goddard’s second-in-com-
mand abuses his position and 
power, engaging in intimate 
relationships with multiple 

subordinates during their 
most vulnerable times. An 
employee at a coffee shop 
requests local police escort 
them home from work. This 
after the second-in-command 
followed them home unsolic-
ited, instilling fear. The sec-
ond-in-command took a family 
emergency 60 day leave of 
absence. Goddard has done 
nothing; he levies the harshest 
punishment on our deputies 
for much less but protects his 
second-in-command. 

A personal accusation of 
poor judgment is a breach of 
trust and results in a re-eval-
uation of how important that 
relationship is and whether 
it continues, it may cost us a 
friend. The actual poor judg-

Poor judgment massive risk    
ment exercised by Goddard 
and his second-in-command 
is a massive risk to the public.
It must cost them their jobs. 

In a nutshell, getting close 
to people, trusting people in 
power, in control, is an exercise 
in poor judgment, especially 
after they have shown they 
can’t be trusted. 

Goddard and his  sec-
ond-in-command must be 
held accountable, we must 
demand their resignations. The 
silence of our county commis-
sioners and our silence is poor 
judgment, now is the time to 
exercise good judgment. If 
we don’t, their behavior will 
certainly cost us all. 

Kelly Avelsgard, 
Deerwood 

OBITUARIES

COMMUNITY EVENTS
March 
18th - Knights of Columbus Walleye dinner serve from 5-6:30pm at Aitkin American Legion. Cost is $14.00 

which includes: Walleye Fillet, potato, salad, vegetable, dessert, beverage. Open to the public
18th - 27th -Grand Rapids Players production of Sister Act at the Reif Center in Grand Rapids.  Ticket info 

at grplayers.com. 
19th - 48th Annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade and Celebration Crosslake — Gather your family and friends 

and Chase the Lucky Leprechaun to find the Pot O’ Gold. Register for the 7th Annual Clover Dash 5K 
and/or kids race which takes place Saturday morning.  Parade is at 2pm.

20th - Ironton Legion All-You-Can-Eat Homemade Belgian Waffles, Biscuits and Gravy Buffet, $10 (chil-
dren 12 and under, $6). Take-out orders are welcome.

25th  & 26th  - Brainerd Lakes Home Show & Expo at Essentia Health Sports Center 502 Jackson Street
26th - Crossing Arts Sterling Silver Pendant class with artist Jim Reed 12:00 - 3:00 pm.  For more infor-

mation contact Crossing Arts at 218-833-0416, info@crossingarts.org  located in downtown Brainerd 
at 711 Laurel Street.

April
1st - Aitkin American Legion color guard walleye dinner. Serve 5-6:30pm at Aitkin American Legion.   

Cost is $14.00 which includes: Walleye fillet, potato, salad, vegetable, dessert, beverage. Open to 
the public.

CHARLOTTE CALDWELL, II
Charlotte Caldwell, II (Pa-

sosa), 46, of McGregor died 
Monday, March 7, 2022 at 
Riverwood Health Care Cen-
ter in Aitkin.

Visitation will began at dusk 
on Thursday, March 10, 2022 
at the East Lake Ceremonial 
Building in East Lake – Mc-

Gregor.  Tribal Rites  began at 10 a.m. on Friday 
at the East Lake Ceremonial Building.  Burial 
will be at the Rice Lake Refuge Burial Grounds 
in East Lake – McGregor.

She was born October 6, 1975 in Minneapolis 
to Daryl Teller and Charlotte Caldwell, I. She 
attended school in Siren, WI.  Charlotte was 
united in marriage to Michael Aubid September 
29, 1996 in East Lake.  She was a member of 

the Menominee Nation. She was a loving mother 
and always cared for and helped her family and 
friends. 

Charlotte is survived by her husband, Michael 
Aubid; parents; four children: Jordan Buffalo, 
Charlotte Caldwell, III, Julius Aubid, Animikence 
Aubid; eight stepchildren: Tina Morrison, Jean 
Martin, Michael Aubid, Jr., 

Yvonne Aubid, Charles Aubid, Ziibens Aubid, 
Anang Aubid, Ceewan Aubid; brothers and 
sisters: Cheyenne Caldwell, Daryl Teller, Jr. and 
Talon Bedeau; many special grandchildren, other 
relatives and friends.

She was preceded in death by her 2 siblings: 
Leon Caldwell and Maybann Teller.  

Arrangements were with the McGregor Funeral 
Home and Cremation Service in McGregor. Leave  
online condolences at www.srtfuneral.com.

DIANE BRADLEY
 Diane Leah Bradley, 77, 

died Tuesday, March 8, 2022 
surrounded by family at home 
in Brainerd. 

A Memorial Service was 
held on Tuesday, March 15, 
2022 at the Brenny Family 
Funeral Chapel in Baxter.  

She lived the past 11 years 
with heart complications, compounded with 
Alzheimer’s disease that led to her passing. She 
was most lovingly cared for full-time at home 
throughout her struggles with this disease by 
her husband. She was born in Evansville, IN 
where she and her husband danced their way 
into each other’s hearts and then married in 
1963, having four children. In 1975, they moved 
to Brainerd, where they continued to live for the 

past 47 years of their 59-year marriage. Diane 
worked and retired in 2007 as a crane operator 
at Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad. For 
her community and faith, she was member and 
served as Worthy Matron of the local Order of the 
Eastern Star Alpha Chapter #23 and MN Grand 
Officer 1992-93.

Diane is survived by her husband, Herman 
Bradley, Jr.; sons: Herman Bradley III (Dawn), 
Russell Bradley (Ilona) and Andrew Bradley 
(Christine); daughter, Kristen Bensing (Jim);  
grandchildren: 10 Ethan, Michael and Mason 
Bradley; Carissa Kleinschmidt (Ryan) and Alina 
Bradley; Nikole and Joe Bensing; Taylor Bradley 
(Jess), Kelsie and Haylie Bradley;  and three 
great-grandchildren: Brailynn, Hadleigh and 
Rhett Kleinschmidt.

PATRICIA MEYER
 Patricia Gail Meyer, 82, lov-

ingly known as Nana, died on 
Friday, March 11, 2022, with 
family by her side. 

Funeral Services were held 
on Friday, March 18, 2022 
at Christ Lutheran Church, 
Baxter and will be held on-
Saturday, March 19, 2022 

at Bethany Lutheran College Chapel, Mankato. 
Services will be at 11:00 a.m. with visitation at 
10:00 a.m. Interment to follow at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church, Princeton. In lieu of flowers, 
memorials are preferred to Bethany Lutheran 
College – Music Department.

Born June 16, 1939, in Rochester, NY to 
Marion and Francis Salomon, Pat was baptized 
and confirmed in her faith at Christ Lutheran 
Church. At an early age Pat developed a love 
for music and the “lake”, spending time at their 
family cottage on Sodus Bay, Lake Ontario. In 
the fall of 1957, Pat arrived in Minnesota at the 
campus of Bethany Lutheran College to pursue 
a teaching degree. It was here that she met the 
love of her life, Marv. Pat taught in a one room 

Christian school in Lime Creek, IA before Pat and 
Marv married in June of 1960. They were blessed 
with two children. Together Pat and Marv owned 
and operated a family resort in central Minnesota 
for 15 years. Pat was also an integral part of the 
Bethany Lutheran College family; spearheading a 
campus beautification committee and welcoming 
guests and visitors into their home. Pat retired to 
Gull Lake in Brainerd, Minnesota in 2002 where 
she enjoyed boating, watching the sunset, grow-
ing geraniums, and feeding the hummingbirds. 
As the matriarch of the family, Pat found great 
happiness when surrounded by those she loved 
at the lake. Pat loved to travel, visiting over 20 
countries and many regions of the United States. 
She also loved a good hand of Bridge.

Pat is survived by her loving husband, Marvin 
Meyer; children: Joel Meyer (Jane) and Crista 
Krosch (Mark); four grandchildren: Meredith 
Gunderson (Paul), Elise Ollrich (Nicklaus), Kjerstin 
Meyer (Riley), Nicholas Meyer (Noelle); six great 
grandchildren, many nieces and nephews.

Pat was preceded in death by her parents and 
four sisters.

“This is politics at its worst. 
Today we have skyrocketing 
inflation eating up every fam-
ily’s weekly paycheck. Now is 
not the time to impose addi-
tional unemployment payroll 
taxes on our main street em-
ployers, that only fuels more 
runaway inflation, increasing 
the cost of food, fuel and other 
necessary items.”

Walz, House Republicans, 
Senate Republicans, and most 
Senate Democrats support a 
clean bill to fully replenish 
the trust fund.

“The House DFL contin-
ues to hold that bill hostage 
and the March 15th dead-

line has now passed,” Lueck 
said. “Their bill, which the 
Minnesota Department of 
Employment and Economic 
Development testified would 
result in six years of increased 
unemployment related payroll 
taxes, has been sitting stag-
nant in a house committee 
since early February.”

The agency has raised sig-
nificant concerns about the 
consequence of not enacting 
unemployment insurance 
trust fund legislation by the 
March 15 deadline. DEED 
Commissioner Steve Grove 
recently told members of the 
House Workforce Committee 

that time is critical. “As of 
(Tuesday) this gets a lot harder 
to unwind, and time is of the 
essence on this piece,” Grove 
said.

“One of the excuses the 
House majority members 
use justifying the delay in 
preventing higher unemploy-
ment payroll taxes is it would 
benefit big box stores, like 
the Walmarts, Targets and the 
Amazons of the world.” Lueck 
said. “I got news for them, we 
have 17 small cities in House 
District 10B, the closest thing 
we have to a big box store 
is a few Dollar General and 
Family Dollar stores.”

House Democrats on Mon-
day blocked a second effort to 
allow a floor vote on bipar-
tisan Senate legislation that 
would prevent a significant 
unemployment payroll tax 
increase. They blocked the 
latest effort one day before 
the automatic payroll tax in-
creases would begin, despite 
having a historic multi-billion 
dollar state surplus.

State Rep. Dale Lueck, 
R-Aitkin, indicated the issue 
centers around the DFL House 
majority’s refusal to make 
whole the state’s unemploy-
ment insurance trust fund. 
Lueck said the trust fund was 

depleted when, “Gov. Tim 
Walz shuttered Main Street 
businesses across the state 
during a lengthy and relent-
less exercise of emergency 
powers.”

The state borrowed bil-
lions of dollars from the fed-
eral government to allow 
unemployment checks to 
continue to flow during the 
governor’s forced shutdown. 
The shutdown created an 
unprecedented demand on 
the unemployment trust fund.

Lueck said two things are 
needed to fix this. (1) Pay back 
the federal loan and stop the 
huge interest payments on the 

loan, which are estimated to 
be about $50,000 per day. (2) 
Restore the trust fund operat-
ing balance to pre-covid levels 
to stop the automatic payroll 
tax increases.

“The House majority has 
had a senate bill in their 
possession for a month that 
fixes this problem,” Lueck 
said.“The bill passed the sen-
ate on a bipartisan veto-proof 
55/11 vote. It repays the loan 
and restores the trust fund bal-
ance to a level that prevents 
the automatic unemployment 
payroll tax increases required 
to restore the trust fund’s fiscal 
integrity.

House Democrat inaction causing tax increase amid historic surplus

YVONNE GILBERTSON
 Yvonne Gilbertson, 81, of 

Brainerd, died Friday, March 
4, 2022, at Essentia Health – 
St. Joseph’s Medical Center 
in Brainerd.

A celebration of her life will 
be held at a later date.

Yvonne was born June 9, 
1940, in Superior, WI, the 

daughter of William and Marie (Willcox) Austin. 
She grew up in Duluth and she and her signifi-
cant other moved throughout the Central United 
States. She began working at the Red Door 
on the north end of Mille Lacs, she worked at 
Grand Casino Mille Lacs, and later at the Isle of 

Carpi in Biloxi, MS before retiring to the Brainerd 
Lakes Area.

Yvonne was a puzzle queen, card champion, 
and coloring master. She also liked to work with 
plastic canvas. She was a good person with a lot 
of spunk. She never got angry and was always 
willing to lend a hand. She loved being MeMa to 
all of her grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Yvonne was the last of the Austin family and she 
will be missed dearly by her son, Jerry Hietala; 
foster son, Tracy Samways; daughters: Brenda 
Easley and Sherry (Gerald Pierzinski “Putz”) 
Otterson; and son, Fred (Nancy) Johnson; 12 
grandchildren; and numerous great-grandchil-
dren. 

DELORES A SCHULTZ
Delores A Schultz, 88, Baxter, Minn., died 

Sunday, March 13, in Baxter.
A visitation will be from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 

p.m., followed by a memorial service at 12:30 
p.m., Saturday, March 19, at Brenny Family 
Funeral Chapel in Baxter. 
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
* Indicates handicap accessible.  NOTE: All times are Sunday morning (a.m.) unless indicated otherwise. 

ALLIANCE 
Aitkin* — New Life; Larry Burg & John Baker, pastors; Wor-

ship in the church building 10:15 am & 5:30 pm, check the 
website for the time of service NewLifeAitkin.com; youth 
group for 7th-12th graders Wed 6:15 pm; 112 - 1st Ave. 
SW 218-927-2823.

Baxter* — Pointway Alliance Church; Rev. Charles Bol-
stridge, 218-537-6505; 7756 Highland Scenic Road;  
Worship 10; www.pointway.org 

Garrison* — Pastor Michael H. Palkie; Worship 9; SS 10:30.   
Onamia — Vineland Native American Chapel, Hwy. 169 

north of casino;Worship 11; Pastor Boeringa 320-532-4449   

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Aitkin —  Interim Pastor Mark Boone; Sunday Morning 

Service 10.
Baxter — Heritage Church, Pastor Heath Beard; 9 & 10:45 

Sundays, 6:30p Wednesdays, iamheritage.org 
Crosby — Pastor Dustin McCaleb; Worship 10:30
Crosslake — Crossroads Christian, Rev. Gary Espeseth; SS 

at 9:30, Worship at 10:45
Hill City — Interim Pastor John Koppel, Staff Pastor Lisa 

Jordan; Worship 10; hillcityagchurch@gmail.com; 218-
697-2662 

Palisade — Pastor Ed Sornberger; SS 9; Worship 10; Kids 
Church; Small groups during the week 218-845-2726

BAPTIST 
Aitkin - The Journey North, Pastor Lynfield Hines, 218-824-

5617, Worship 10:30, thejourneynorth.com
Baxter - The Journey North, Pastor Lynfield Hines, 218-

824-5617, Worship Saturday 5, Sunday 9 & 10:30, the-
journeynorth.com 

Brainerd* - Faith Baptist Church, Pastor Jim Stephens, 
218-829-3191; SS 9:00, Worship 10:30 and 6 p.m., Wed. 
Classes and Clubs 6:30 p.m.; fbcbrainerd.com 

Brainerd- The Church On The Wise Road, Pastor Todd 
Stumbo 218-829-4673, Worship 11:00, SS 9:45 
www.thechurchonthewiseroad.org

Breezy Point — Eagles Nest, Pastor Zach Broom 218-562-
5252, Worship 10:30, SS 9:30.

Crosby — Bible Baptist, Pastor G. Fisher; SS 9:45; Service 
10:45 and 6 p.m., Bible Study and Our Kids for Christ 
Wed. 7 pm 

Deerwood* — Pastor W. Skog; SS 9:30; Worship 10:30 and 
6 pm; Wed. Service, 6:30 pm.

Glory* —  Pastor Chris Meirose; 927-3678; SS 9:15; Worship 
10:30 am.; Wed 6pm Glory Family night, KidMin grades 
kindergarten - 6, Mad4Christ grades 7-12. aitkinchurch.com

Hill City — Pastor Lonnie Lee; 218-697-2645; Adult SS 9; 
Worship 10 am; Bible Study, Fri., 7 pm.

Isle — Pastor Nick Skogen; 676-3171; SS 9:30; Service 
10:30; Bible Study, Wed., 7 p.m.

Opstead — 676-8859; SS 9:30; Worship, 10:30; Bible Study 
Wed., 7 p.m.

CATHOLIC
Aitkin* — St. James, Fr. David Forsman, 218-927-6581; 

Mass Sat. 5 pm, Sun. 10.  Confession Sat. 10-10:45 am 
and 4-4:45 pm.

Brainerd — St. Andrew’s, Fr. Gabriel Waweru, Sat.4:30; Sun. 
10:00 and St. Mathias Sunday 8:00.

Brainerd — St. Francis, Fr. Michael Garry, Sat. 5:00; Sun-
day 7:30, 9:00, 11:15 and All Saints Saturday 4:00 and 
Sunday 10:30.

Cromwell/Wright — Immaculate Conception, Mass: Sat. 
5 p.m.

Crosby* — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Anthony Craig, Mass: Tues. Noon, 
Thurs. 8, Sun 8:30 & 10:30

Crosslake — Immaculate Heart, 218-692-3731; www.
ihmstemilys.org; Mass: Sat. 4 pm; Sun. 8:30; Confession 
Sat. 3 pm.

Emily — St. Emily, Mass: Mon. & Wed. 8; Sun. 10:30; Con-
fession 1st Sat. 11  or by appt. 218-763-2101.

Garrison  — Our Lady of Fatima, Fr. Anthony Craig, Mass 
Wed. 9 & Sat. 4 pm, Confession Sat. 3:30 - 3:50 pm

Grand Rapids — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Jerry Weiss, Mass: Sat. 5 
pm; Sun. 8 & 10:30. 218-326-2483

Hillman — Holy Family;  Sun. 10 to Mass Sat. 6:30 pm (only 
through Labor Day)  w/ confession before or by appt.

McGregor – Holy Family, Fr. David Forsman, 218-927-6581; 
Mass Sun. 8 am.  Confession 7:15-7:45 am.

Vineland  — St. Therese, Mass Sun. 11; Holy Days 8:30. 
CHURCH OF CHRIST
Baxter, Lakes Area — Nondenominational; 7001 Highland 

Scenic Road; Bible Study every Wed. 7 pm; Worship 
10:30-11:30. 218-828-1362

Tamarack — Pastor Terry Banker, 608-475-1528, Worship 
9:30; SS 10:45; Wed Youth 4 pm.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF 
LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Aitkin — Co. Rd. 12, Chapel Ph. 218-927-4454; Kevin Haffner 

218-792-5684; Sacrament Mtg. 10 
COMMUNITY
Aitkin — Nondenominational; 927-2749; at 219-1st Ave. NE., 

Aitkin, Services Sun.10, 218-927-6959 
Brainerd - Community of Hope Church of the Nazarene- 

Pastor Dave McGaffey Sunday worship at 10:45, SS 9:30 
-16549 Johnson Rd -church phone 218-829-9005 

Glen — Pastor R. F. Stauter, 218-838-1981; Worship 9  
May-Oct.

Grand Rapids — Solid Rock Church of God, Pastor Robert 
Kimberling; 218-326-0711; Sun. BS 9:30, Worship 10:30; 
Wed. BS 6:30 pm

Jacobson — Jacobson Community Church, Pastor George 
Collins, 218-252-5938, Sun. SS (All ages) 9:30, Worship 
10:30; Family Time 2nd & 4th Sundays;  Wed. BS 7 pm

Kimberly — Nature Ave. Rev. Rick Perry; Worship 9; Adult 
Bible Study & Sunday School 10:30; 218-927-6256.

McGregor — Amazing Grace Christian Church; Worship 10; 
99 South 1st Street (at the McGregor United Methodist                                                                                                       
church [shared] in downtown McGregor) Pastor Joel 
Seibel.

McGregor — Victory Mission, Pastor J. Gould, 218-768-
2160; Sun. 10; Wed. Bible Study, 7:30 pm. 

Merrifield — Community Church of the Nazarene, Pastor 
Ron Christenson; Service 11 & 6 pm.  Wed. Prayer Meet-
ing, 7  p.m.; 218-829-7536.

Merrifield — Ossipee Community, SS 10; Service 11; Wed. 
Bible Study Prayer, 7:00 p.m.

Nisswa — Christ Community Church, Pastor Richie Bean; 
Service 10; Fellowship 9:30-10

Outing* - Narrows Community Church, Pastor Kenny Holm, 
218-792-5530 Worship 9:30; 6297 Woods Bay NE, just 
north of Hwy. 6 bridge

Palisade/Waukenabo Twp.  —  Service 10 a.m.; Adult and 
Children’s SS 9 a.m.; between Esquagama & Round Lake. 
Handicap Accessible.

Tamarack — Church of Christ, 218-768-3898; Service 
9:30; SS 10:45. 

EPISCOPAL
Aitkin — St. John’s, Holy Communion or Morning Prayer 9
Brainerd* — St. Paul’s, Rev. Joyce A. Rush. In-person wor-

ship service at 10 am Sunday. Online at 5 pm Saturday. 
Call the church 219-829-3834 and leave a message with 
email to receive a Zoom invitation.

EVANGELICAL FREE
Baxter  — Lakewood EFC, Pastor Matt Nagel; Worship at 

9:00 and 10:45. Wednesday for all ages 6:30 pm. 
Crosslake — Pastor Mark Holmen; Call for Service Times at 

218-692-4141, email thelogchurch@crosslake.net
Isle — Pastor Mark Lee;   Sunday School  9:00 am;  Worship 

10:30 am, Sun. Youth group 6:00 pm, Wed. Adult Prayer 
6:30 pm and Kids Konnect 6:30 pm

Malmo — Pastor Glenn Browning; SS 9:30; Fellowship 10; 
Worship 10:15

Wright — Pastor Ken Mitchell, 218-426-5115; SS 9:30; 
Worship, 10:30; Thu., Bible Study, 7 pm.

HEBREW/MESSIANIC
Glen  — Beth Shalom Tabernacle of Truth, Rabi Frank Dell, 

for information 320-684-2804 
LUTHERAN
Aitkin — Bethlehem (ELCA), Rev.  Rebecca Hinz;  Worship  

9:30; Holy Comm. 1st & 3rd Sun each month.
Aitkin –  (ELCA) Pastor Reggie Denton; worship Sun. 8am, 

and 10am  (10am service also available via livestream on 
YouTube – First Lutheran Church, Aitkin and broadcast 
on KKIN 94.3 FM radio), Wed. 5:30pm with supper; Sun. 
school at 9am, take out community meal every Mon. & 
Thurs. 5pm and Tues. 12pm; food shelf 2nd & 4th Thurs. 
each month 9am- 4p  

Aitkin  —  St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor D. Becker;  
Worship Sun. 9, SS 10

Baxter — Christ Lutheran Church and Preschool (WELS).  
Pastor Bill Werth.  Sunday Worship 9.  Sunday School/
Adult Bible Class 10:15.  13815 Cherrywood Dr. in Baxter. 
(Corner of Inglewood and Cherrywood).  218-829-4105. 
www.christbaxter.com. 

Baxter — Prince of Peace (LCMS);  Communion every 
Sunday 9, Fellowship 10:15, Adult Bible Class & Sunday 
School 10:30 am 218-829-7092 www.princeofpeacelu-
theran.church  

Beaver Township  — Finnish EA, Hwy. 27, Worship 1st & 
3rd Sun., 10:30.

Brainerd*  — Good Shepherd Free Lutheran Church 
(AFLC), Pastor David Franz, find service info at www.
goodshepherdfreelutheran.church, 5878 Pine Beach 
Road, Brainerd, 218-824-3052 

Brainerd - Laestadian Lutheran Church; 1501 So. 8th St. 
-  Sunday Worship Services 10:30 am. (www.llchurch.org)   

Brainerd – Trinity Lutheran Church (ELCA) 1420 South 6th 
Street Brainerd –  Pastor Hans Anderson Worship times 
September through May are 8:15 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.; Summer 
Worship time is 9:00 a.m. Phone: 218-829-5147 Website: 
www.trinitybrainerd.org Email: trinity@trinitybrainerd.org

Brainerd — Truth Lutheran Church (LCMC, Pastor James 
Walth, Corner of 5th and Kingwood, Worship  9  

Cedar Lake, Norwegian Lutheran — Third Sun 11, May - Oct.
Cedarbrook — St. John’s (ELCA); Worship 8:30;  Holy 

Comm. 1st & 3rd Sun.
Crosby — Immanuel (LCMC, NALC) Rev. Paul Mattson;  

Sun. 9 & 10:30 worship; SS (Sept.-May) 10:40.
Crosby —Zion (LC-MS) Pastor Dean Stolz; Worship 8:30; 

SS 10; Bible Study Wed. 7 pm; handicap accessible. 
218-546-6910

Crosslake — (ELCA) www.crosslakelutheran.com • 218-692-
3682 Kristin Oltmann, Pastor • Kurt Hagestuen, Pastor

Labor Day-Mem. Day: Sun. 9:30am, Wed. 6:15pm Mem. 
Day-Labor Day: Sun. Indoor 8:30am, Outdoor 10am14019 
Daggett Pine Rd

Crosslake —Mission of the Cross (LCMS), Pastor Leslie 
Uhrinak; Worship 9:30 with every Sunday Communion, 
Fellowship 10:30, Adult Bible Class 11,   218-692-4228, 
www.missionofthecross.org

Deerwood — Salem (ELCA), Pastor Michael Briggs; Wor-
ship: 9; Sunday School 9:15.

Garrison — Light of the Cross (ELCA), Pastor Juli Sut-
ton-Deem; Worship 9 SS 9; 320-692-4773 or 877-406-9101. 

Garrison — Shepherd of the Lake (LCMS), Rev. Tom Peters-
en.  Worship 10 with Communion Every Sunday. Adult Bible 
Study 8:30am, Sunday School Sept-May, 8:30am. Fellow-
ship 11am.  320-692-4581. www.shepherdofthelake.org.

Giese — Immanuel, Rev. R. Langhorst & Rev. R. Lovaas; 
Worship 9; SS 10; Holy Communion 1st Sun. of month 
8:45.

Hill City — Trinity, (Missouri Synod), Pastor M. Eckert; 
Worship 9; Bible Study 10:15.

Hillman — Immanuel, (ELCA) Sun. Worship 9:30, SS 10. 
Located on the corner of Hwy. 27 and Co. Rd. 47. (Hand-
icap accessible)

Iron Hub —  Immanuel (LC-MS), Pastor Dean Stolz; Worship
10:30 am  218-534-3069
Isle — Faith (ELCA), Interim Pastor Rev. Henry French; 

Worship 9:30; handicapped accessible. 
Isle — Holden (ELCA), SS 9:30; Worship 10:30. 
Isle — Trinity (Missouri Synod), Rev. Mark Maunula; Worship 

8:30; Fellowship follows; SS 9:45; Adult Bible 10.
Jacobson — Carmel, Vicar Mark Wagner; SS 1st & 3rd Sun. 

10, Service 11, fellowship follows.
Lake Shore — Living Savior Lutheran Church, 8327 Inter-

lachen Rd.; Worship 9:00 Sunday mornings, followed by 
fellowship and Bible study.  (Located on Co. Rd. #77 N)

Malmo  — Bethesda (ELCA) Sun. Worship 9 (winter) 8:30 
& 10 (summer); Fellowship after first service; Comm. 1st 
& 3rd Sun.

McGrath — Grace; Wed. potluck 5 pm, Bible study 6 p.m.; 
SS 10; Worship 11.

McGrath  —  Zion (ELCA), Pastor Elliott Malm; Worship 
9; SS 9.

McGregor/Big Sandy Lake — Grace Lutheran Log Church 
(ELCA), Pastor Ericka Foss; Worship 9, Fellowship 
follows, SS 10.

McGregor — Our Savior’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua 
C. Reinke; Worship 9; SS 10; Bible Study Tue. 9, Wed. 7 pm

Outing — Our Saviors ELCA;  Pastor Peter Rosenkvist, 
Worship 9.

Palisade* — Bethel (ELCA), Rev. Wm. J. Sass; Worship 9:30.
Pequot Lakes* - Our Savior’s Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

Rev. Stephen Blenkush Worship 9:00 a.m., SS 9:15 a.m., 
Fellowship 10:15 a.m. Wed. Adult Bible Study 11:00 a.m.   

Rossburg  — Bethesda (ELCA);  Comm. 1st & 3rd Sunday 
each month.

Tamarack (AFLC) —  Pastor Ron Staudinger; 1st, 3rd and 
4th Sundays 10 am; 41163 Kestrel Ave 3.3 mi. South of 
Hwy 210 

Thor — Zion,  Worship 11; 1st and 3rd Sun. April through 
December.

Wright —Bethlehem, Worship; SS 9.
Wright —  St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua 

Reinke; Worship 10:30; Bible Study and Sunday School 
Sun. 9:30;  Lent services Wed. 5:30 pm.\

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Brainerd—Oak Street Chapel, Pastor Todd Wooden, Wor-

ship service is Sunday at 9:30 am, 523 SE 11th Street, 
Brainerd, 218-454-0984

Brainerd—Remnant Ministry Center, Pastor Ben Davis, 
Worship service is Sunday at 10am, 512 S 8th St.,  Suite 
2, 218-829-2989. 

PENTECOSTAL
Baxter — Christ Alive, 12485 Forestview Drive, Baxter, 

MN 56425 
Emily — Cornerstone Church; Pastor Earl Ready; Worship 

10, 41536 Birchwood Drive, Emily; 218-763-2939. 
Ironton — Iron Range Christian Center; Pastor Dwight 

Semler; 218-546-6523; meeting at Irondale Town Hall*, 
Co. Rd. 12, (Deerwood Shortcut); Worship 10 & Wed. 7 pm.

Tamarack — Warriors of the Rainbow Ministry, Pastors Ken 
and Ron Fairbanks, Sat. 11. 218-768-3585

PRESBYTERIAN
Crosslake - Pastor Mark Ford, 218-692-4769; Worship 9:00 

AM; Fellowship 11:00 AM. 14444 Daggett Pine Road, 
Crosslake, just passed the Community Center; www.
crosslakepres.org.

McGrath — Calvary, Pastor - Todd Oltmann; Worship 9.
McGregor/Round Lake — Pastor Talley; Worship Sat. 5 pm.
Tamarack  — First, Rev. J. Yingling; Worship 11. 
REFORMED
Crosby — Lifespring Church,  a member of Fellowship of 

Independent Reformed Evangelicals, 9:30, 30 Hallett Ave 
NE 218-545-5433, www.visitlifespring.com

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
Aitkin – Pastor Roger Hagen; Worship Sat. 9:30 a.m., Bible 

Study 10:30 a.m.; Prayer Mtg. Wed. 5:30 p.m.; www.
aitkinadventist.org; 423-805-0933

Brainerd – Pastor Roger Hagen; Worship Sat. 11:20 a.m., 
Bible Study 10:00 a.m.; Bible Study  & Prayer Mtg. Wed. 
6:30 p.m.; 2910 Oak Street, Brainerd,  218-829-1676

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
Pequot Lakes — 28877 State Hwy 371, Pequot Lakes 10:30 

1st and 4th Sundays.  218-330-3476
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Brainerd — First Congregational UCC, 415 Juniper St, 

Brainerd. Sunday worship at 10.00. Pastor; Leslie Moughty. 
Handicapped accessible.

UNITED METHODIST
Aitkin* — Aitkin - Pastor Dawn Houser; Worship 10 am, 

Wednesdays at 5:30 pm Bible & Brew, Facebook live.  
Crosby/Deerwood* — Cascade, Reverend Dr. Genia Garrett; 

Worship 9:45; fellowship follows.
Cutler — Pine Lake Chapel, Worship 9, fellowship follows. 
Cromwell — Pastor Tim Homstad; Worship 10; SS 9
Emily* — Pastors Luke and Bethany Nelson; Worship 8:30; 

fellowship follows.
Fleming* — (Northern Lights Parish) SS 9:15; Worship 

10:30; fellowship follows.
Hill City — Pastor Roger Lynn; Worship 10 
McGregor* — (Northern Lights Parish) Worship 8:45; 

fellowship follows.
Onamia — Pastor Rick & Judy Wilder; Worship 11; fellowship 

10; 2 blks north of Post Office; handicap ramp; 320-532-
3150; office: 218-546-7656; cell:  218-360-1947

WESLEYAN
Emily — Rev. Jason Gressman; Worship 9; Friendship Time 

10; SS 10:30; Wed. Activities 6:30 p.m.;  218-763-HOPE.

To become a sponsor of the church 
directory contact Eric at 218-821-1393 or 

hopper@crosbyironton.net 
218-927-2027

 Toll free: 1-888-450-8845

Appliance Service & Repair

Call

www.NewsHopper.Net

hopper@crosbyironton.net

Births, Open Houses, 
Engagements, Weddings

 & Community Events 
are published FREE! 
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Koop Funeral Home
32 East Main St., P.O. Box 7 • Crosby, MN 56441
C.F. Michaloski, Director • Mary & Nick Zillmer, Owners/Directors

218-546-5531

• Traditional, Graveside &   
    Memorial Funerals
• Cremation Service
• Out-of-town Arrangements
• Pre-arrangement Plans

Over 80 Years of Caring 
Service on the Cuyuna Range 

& Surrounding Areas

Sorensen-Root-Thompson
Funeral Home & Cremation Services 

Aitkin, MN
218-927-2614

Traditional Funerals • Cremation Services
Celebration of Life • Pre-Planning Services  

Jason Brezinsky 

McGregor Funeral Home
& Cremation Services

McGregor, MN
218-768-3136

Directors: www.srtfuneral.comJerry Thompson • Tad Brezinsky

Locally Owned  & Operated

SANDRA MATH
Sandra Kay Math, 82, of 

Aitkin, died Monday, March 
7, 2022 in Cuyuna Regional 
Medical Center, Crosby.

Visitation will be Saturday, 
March 19, 2019 from 11 a.m. 
until the noon Celebration of 
Life in the 40-Club Conven-
tion Center, Aitkin.  Memori-

als are preferred in lieu of flowers.
She was born February 2, 1940 in Aitkin to 

Gordon and Bernice (Davies) Klingelhofer.  
Sandy graduated from Aitkin High School and 
completed three years of college at St. Cloud 
State.  She marrried August Math on April 11, 
1964 in Aitkin. Sandy was a bookkeeper and 
receptionist for over 20 years, starting at Pyrofax 
Propane Company (which eventually became 
AmeriGas).  She was also the Hazelton Town-
ship Clerk for 44 years.  

She enjoyed quilting, knitting, embroidery, 
cooking, baking, fishing, gardening, playing 
cribbage, playing guitar, bird watching doing 
puzzles and especially spending time with her 
family. Sandy was passionate about being a 
great mom to her kids and a second mom to 
anyone who needed love, advice, hugs or just 
some good food. She loved to gather friends 
and family to honor traditions such as making 
crocks of sauerkraut, preparing Easter baskets 
to be hidden, throwing back yard Booyas and 
teaching others how to bake bread, make lefse 

or cook a variety of hot dishes. If you were at 
any of those events, you might have seen that 
special twinkle in her eye as she told a story 
or two.  Did you hear about how she played 
football in country school, met Augie in ninth 
grade algebra class, was convinced she was 
going to drown after tipping the canoe while 
ricing, or how she was chased by a bull around 
the one-room schoolhouse? She fed most Aitkin 
folks at one time or another in the 80s and 90s 
during the 17 years that she ran her own cater-
ing business. Sandy enjoyed ‘cutting a rug’ at 
barn dances, square dancing above the Aitkin 
Bakery and chair dancing to Funtime Polka 
Party later in life.

Sandy is survived by three children: Lisa (Ra-
chel Banasiak) Math, Sara (José Perera) Math 
and Jason (Ann Blanchard) Math; honorary 
adopted son, Greg Rufus (Missy) Boeser; three 
grandchildren: Ken Math, Aydn Math and Oliver 
Math; siblings: Linda Math and Thomas (Mary) 
Klingelhofer; two grandkitties, SheRa and Floyd; 
many cherished nephews, nieces, relatives and 
friends.

Sandy is preceded in death by the love of her 
life, August; parents; great-grandchild, August 
Michael Miracle; two sisters: Twila Ecklund and 
Lorna Hills.

 A r r a n g e m e n t s  w e re  w i t h  t h e  S o -
rensen-Root-Thompson Funeral Home and 
Cremation Service of Aitkin. Leave online con-
dolences at www.srtfuneral.com.

KEVIN CHRISTENSEN 
Kevin Alan Christensen,  66, 

of Deerwood died on Sunday, 
March 13, 2022. 

A Memorial Gathering was 
held Thursday, March 17, 
2022 at the Koop Funer-
al Home. Burial was in the 
Woodland Cemetery in Iron-
dale Township. 

He was born in Crosby on September 28, 1955 
to William and Marilyn (Beddow) Christensen.  
Kevin graduated from the Crosby-Ironton High 
School, class of 1974.  He was a member of the 
Boiler Makers Union Local 247 in Anoka.

Kevin is survived by two daughters: Monica 

(Tim) McDonald of St. Cloud and Candace (Lucas 
Dvorak) Christensen of Deerwood;vbrother, Joe 
(Julie) Seavey, Jr. of Browerville; four grandchil-
dren: Logan and Reese McDonald and Evan and 
Jack Dvorak; six sisters: Ruth Windorski of Grand 
Rapids, Tammy (John) Hawkinson of Deerwood, 
Carrie (Calvin) Larson of Shevlin, Greta Seavey of 
Breezy Point, Joella (Jeff) Bordwell of Deerwood 
and Mellisa (Mike) Hine of Andover.

Preceding Kevin in death are his parents; 
sisters: Cheryl Weimer and Kelly Seavey and 
brother, Carl Seavey.

Arrangements were with the Koop Funeral 
Home of Crosby.  To leave a message of condo-
lence go to www.koopfuneralhome.com. 

FLORENCE SNOOK
Florence Leona Snook,  94, 

of Crosby died on Tuesday, 
March 8, 2022 at the Cuyuna 
Regional Medical Center in 
Crosby.

Funeral services was held 
on Wednesday, March 16, 
2022 at the Immanuel Luther-
an Church in Crosby.  Burial 

was at the Lakewood Cemetery in Crosby.
She was born in Mountain Lake on February 

17, 1928 to Eilert and Gerdena (Siefkes) Strenge.  
Florence married Donald Ray Snook on April 3, 
1950 in Mountain Lake.  She was a member of 
the Immanuel Lutheran Church in Crosby.

Florence is survived by five daughters: Sandra 
(John) Taylor of Deerwood, Carol (Ken) Rood of 

Aitkin, Karen (John) Rosecrans of Deerwood, 
Patty (Jerry) Horazdovsky of Andover and Sherie 
(Art) Rogers of St. Paul; daughter-in-law, CeCe 
Snook of Crosby; 15 grandchildren and 22 great 
grandchildren and one great-great grandson.

Preceding Florence in death are her parents;  
husband, Donald; daughter and son-in-law, 
Mary and Harlan Johnson; son, Kenneth Snook; 
grandson, Matthew Snook; great-grandson, 
Jackson Taylor; six brothers: George, Dick, 
Calvin, Eilert, Lawrence and John Strenge and 
six sisters: Gretchen Huebsch, Dena Carlson, 
Josephine Penner, Evangeline Harder, Annabelle 
Olson and Margaret Rosenberg.

Arrangements were with the Koop Funeral 
Home of Crosby.  To leave a message of condo-
lence go to www.koopfuneralhome.com.



NewsHopperTM  March 19, 2022 5www.NewsHopper.net

 NewsHopper 
Deadlines are 

Mondays at Noon

To Place An Ad   
Call 218-821-1393 or 
 www.newshopper.net

To Place An Ad   
Call 218-821-1393 or 
 www.newshopper.net

ATVs
 

ATV Batteries AGM 14A-
A2  $59.99  w/ exchange 
Ri ley ‘s  NAPA, Aitk in, 
218-927-2153. tfn

AuTomobiles
 

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
TO HERITAGE FOR THE 
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, 
Tax Deductible, Free Towing, 
All Paperwork Taken Care Of. 
CALL 1-855-977-7030 (mcn)
DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
CHARITY. Receive maxi-
mum value of write off for 
your taxes. Running or not! 
All conditions accepted. 
Free pickup. Call for details. 
8 5 5 - 7 5 2 - 6 6 8 0  ( m c n ) 

CAble/iNTerNeT

DIRECTV for $79.99/mo for 
12 months with CHOICE 
Package. Watch your favorite 
live sports, news & enter-
tainment anywhere. First 3 
months of HBO Max, Cine-
max, Showtime, Starz and 
Epix included! Directv is #1 
in Customer Satisfaction 
(JD Power & Assoc.) Some 
restrictions apply. Call 1-866-
296-1409 (mcn)
Earthlink High Speed Inter-
net. As Low As $49.95/month 
(for the first 3 months.) Reli-
able High Speed Fiber Optic 
Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earth-
link Today 1-855-679-7096. 
(mcn)

CAble/iNTerNeT

CoNT.
DISH Network. $64.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where 
available.) Switch & Get a 
FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-855-434-0020 (mcn)
BEST SATELLITE TV with 
2 Year Price Guarantee! 
$59.99/mo with 190 channels 
and 3 months free premium 
movie channels! Free next 
day installation! Call 855-824-
1258. (mcn)
DirecTV Satellite TV Service 
Starting at $74.99/month! 
Free Installation! 160+ chan-
nels available. Call Now to 
Get the Most Sports & Enter-
tainment on TV! 844-558-
1767 (mcn)

eduCATioN

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING 
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE 
to get the skills to become 
a Computer & Help Desk 
Professional now! Grants 
and Scholarships available 
for certain programs for qual-
ified applicants. Call CTI 
for details! 1-844-843-2771 
(mcn)
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MED-
ICAL BILLING! Become a 
Medical Office Professional 
online at CTI! Get Trained, 
Certified & ready to work in 
months! Call 833-751-0776. 
(M-F 8am-6pm ET) (mcn)

FiNANCiAl

STOP worrying! SilverBills 
eliminates the stress and 
hassle of bill payments. All 
household bills guaranteed 
to be paid on time, as long 
as appropriate funds are 
available. Computer not nec-
essary. Call for a FREE trial or 
a custom quote today. Silver-
Bills 1-866-918-0981(mcn)
The COVID crisis has cost us 
all something. Many have lost 
jobs and financial security. 
Have $10K In Debt? Credit 
Cards. Medical Bills. Car 
Loans. Call NATIONAL DEBT 
RELIEF! We can help! Get a 
FREE debt relief quote: Call 
1-866-552-0649.(mcn)

HeAlTH & mediCAl

Portable Oxygen Concentra-
tor May Be Covered by Medi-
care! Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 844-716-
2411.(mcn)
50 Blue Pills for only $99.00! 
Plus S&H. Discreet, Save 
$500.00 Now! Call Today. 
1-855-917-5790 (mcn)
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance- NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all 
the details! 1-855-973-9175 
www.dental50plus.com/
https://www.dental50plus.
com/midwest #6258 (mcn)
Aloe Care Health, medi-
cal alert system. The most 
advanced medical alert prod-
uct on the market. Voice-acti-
vated! No wi-fi needed! Spe-
cial offer! Call and mention 
offer code CARE20 to get 
$20 off Mobile Companion. 
Call today! 1-855-654-1926. 
Hero takes the stress out of 
managing medications. Hero 
sorts and dispenses meds, 
sends alerts at dose times 
and handles prescription refill 
and delivery for you. Starting 
at $24.99/month. No initiation 
fee. 90-day risk-FREE trial! 
Call 1-855-484-6339. (mcn)

)  
GolF

Golf Cart Batteries $159.99 
w/exchange. Riley’s NAPA 
Aitkin 927-2153  tfn

misCellANeous
  

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-577-
1268. Promo Code 285. (mcn)
Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts. Over $50,000,000 in 
timeshare debt and fees can-
celled in 2019. Get free infor-
mational package and learn 
how to get rid of your time-
share! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 
Call 877-326-1608. (mcn)
Looking for assisted living, 
memory care, or independent 
living? A Place for Mom sim-
plifies the process of finding 
senior living at no cost to your 
family. Call 1-877-580-3710 
today! (mcn)
The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your 
reliance on the grid, prepare 
for power outages and power 
your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request 
a FREE, no obligation, quote 
today. Call 1-877-381-3059. 
(mcn)

misCellANeous

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: 
Call today for a FREE QUOTE 
from America’s Most Trusted 
Interstate Movers. Let us 
take the stress out of moving! 
Speak to a Relocation Spe-
cialist, call 877-327-0795. 
(mcn)
FREE AUTO INSURANCE 
QUOTES for uninsured and 
insured drivers. Let us show 
you how much you can save! 
Call 855-995-2382 (mcn)
NEED NEW FLOORING? Call 
Empire Today® to schedule 
a FREE in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 844-785-0305 (mcn)
UPDATE YOUR HOME 
with Beautiful New Blinds 
& Shades. FREE in-home 
estimates make it conve-
nient to shop from home. 
Professional installation. Top 
quality - Made in the USA. 
Call for free consultation: 
866-970-3073. Ask about our 
specials! (mcn)
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We 
specialize in safe bathing. 
Grab bars, no slip flooring 
& seated showers. Call for 
a free in-home consultation: 
855-836-2250. (mcn)
Never clean your gutters 
again! Affordable, profession-
ally installed gutter guards 
protect your gutters and 
home from debris and leaves 
forever! For a FREE Quote 
call: 877-761-1449 (mcn)

Thank you for your order!
Please make check payable to the NewsHopper

NewsHopper Classified Order Form

Name _________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________

City ___________________________ State  ________ Zip _____________
All ads must reach our office no later than Noon on Monday with payment. 

Please type or print clearly. Your ad will be printed as you write it.

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Classified Rates
# of issues
q 75¢ per word one issue (10 word minimum)
q 70¢ per word, per week for two issues (10 word minimum)
q 65¢ per word, per week for three to twelve issues (10 word minimum)
q 55¢ per word, per week for thirteen or more issues (10 word minimum)
Add $1.00 each for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED type, whether one word or all words in your classified ad.  
Add $12.00 for your logo, artwork or photo! (1/2" tall x 1 1/2" wide  printed maximum size)
Add $2.00 for one of our sixteen eye catching graphics: 4 8 - = > a b , . / $ % ^ O P J 

To Figure the Cost of Your Ad
Number of Words ________________

Rate per Word x _______________

Additional Costs + ______________

Total Per Week ________________

Number of Weeks x _______________

TOTAL COST OF AD ________________

We are not responsible for error due to illegible 
copy or missing punctuation.  Punctuation does 
not count as a word. Each phone number, e-mail 

and web address counts as one word.

NewsHopper TM

PO Box 562
Ironton, MN 56455

Send
to:

As Low as $5.50 
per issue for 

13 or more issues 
(10 word minimum)

www.NewsHopper.net • hopper@crosbyironton.net 
 

Add a photo for 
$12.00 per issue

misCellANeous

For those of us who were 
players to the very end, why 
not have your urn placed on 
Las Vegas Blvd? Bunker’s 
Eden Vale Cemetery. 1216 
Las Vegas Blvd. 702-388-
7007 (mcn)

 
sAFes

NEW AND USED SAFES 
FOR SALE  • Safe repair and 
locked safes opened  • Heavy 
and light duty gun safes and 
vault doors on hand • High 
security safes for gold and 
silver • 320-360-5431 w46

TrAilers
  

Utility Trailer brake & suspen-
sion parts Riley’s NAPA Aitkin 
218-927-2153

wANTed
   

We buy batteries: auto size 
$5.00 Riley’s NAPA Aitkin 
218-927-2153
PAYING TOP CA$H FOR 
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES! 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek 
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, 
GMT, Submariner, Speedmas-
ter.. Call: 866-314-9742. (mcn)

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 3/13/2022 North

Our service is at no cost to you, 
as we’re paid by our participating 
communities and providers.

1-888-715-1720

Find the right senior  
living option with our  
free personalized process

Imagine The Difference You Can Make

1-844-220-9501

DONATE 
YOUR CAR

FREE TOWING
TAX DEDUCTIBLE

Ask About A FREE 3 Day 
Vacation Voucher To 

Over 20 Destinations!!!

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

                                     Week of March 13, 2022             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUS

ONLY $279 to reach a statewide audience
of 1.7 million readers!!! 1-800-279-2979

MISCELLANEOUS

EMPLOYMENT

WANTED TO BUY

PETS

SEED/FEED/GRAINS

SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHER 
New London-Spicer High School. 
Multi-Categorical Licensure Pre-
ferred. For more information, see 
w w w. n l s . k 1 2 . m n . u s / e m p l o y m e n t 

K-8 PHY. ED/HEALTH/
DAPE TEACHER 

New London-Spicer Schools. MN 
licensure required. For more informa-
tion, see www.nls.k12.mn.us/employment 

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Cash 
in exchange. Sell now while prices 
are high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142

SOYBEAN WHITE MOLD 
have you worried this year? We want to 
help with a winning strategy for 2022. Call 
Heads Up Plant Protectants 866/368-9306

USE SEAL ‘N HEAL® 
on dogs & cats to seal wounds with a bitter 
taste to prevent gnawing, allow healing. At 
Tractor Supply® (www. eabeacon.com)

HAPPY JACK® LIQUIVICT® 
is recognized safe & eff ective against hook 
& round worms in dogs by the USCVM. At 
Tractor Supply® (www. eabeacon.com)

THE COVID CRISIS 
has cost us all something. Many have 
lost jobs and  nancial security. Have 
$10K In Debt? Credit Cards. Medi-
cal Bills. Car Loans. Call National 
Debt Relief! We can help! Get a FREE 
debt relief quote: Call 844/205-5439

THE GENERAC PWRCELL 
A solar plus battery storage system. Save 
money, reduce your reliance on the grid, 
prepare for power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services available. $0 
down  nancing option. Request a free, no 
obligation quote today. Call 888/913-5895 

LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING
memory care, or independent living? 
A Place for Mom simpli es the pro-
cess of  nding senior living at no cost to 
your family. Call 888/715-1720  today!

DISH NETWORK $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing fast inter-
net, $19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa gift 
card. FREE voice remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL 
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

HERO TAKES THE STRESS OUT 
of managing medications. Hero sorts 
and dispenses meds, sends alerts at 
dose times and handles prescrip-
tion re ll and delivery for you. Start-
ing at $24.99/month. No initiation fee. 
90-day risk-free trial! Call 844/255-4489

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The Blind. Free 
3-day vacation, tax deductible, free towing, 
all paperwork taken care of 844/220-9501 
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MORRIS-MORRIS
Certified PubliC ACCountAnts

dAle Morris, CPA
don Morris, CPA We Offer

Electronic 
Tax Filing

214 - 1st Ave. NW  •  Aitkin, MN
218-927-4270
HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8 am to 5 pm;  or by appointment

Michael Bednarczyk, owner  mikeb_56441@yahoo.com

Restoration 

Sandblasting

24 Hour Towing

Ironton, MN

Friday and Saturday 
Nights in March

 4-9 p.m. 

7 First Ave. NW, Crosby

  218-546-6575
Happy Hour:  4 pm -6 pm

ASIAN 
MENU
ASIAN 
MENU

Come find your 
   new favorites!

Get your motor running: 
motorcycles, spiders, classic 
cars and trucks – it if can 
go down the highway you 
are in.

Aitkin County Habitat 

for Humanity is hosting our 
Toolin Tour ride on Sunday, 
May 22. While the exact 
route is still being mapped, 
we will start and end in 
Aitkin on Sunday afternoon.

Needed are riders, vol-
unteers, door prizes and 
silent auction items.

Call 218-927-5656 or 
email aitkinhabitat@gmail.
com for more info.

Habitat Toolin Tour revived May 22

$ 399*
LEASE  FOR  ONLY

PER MONTH O.A.C.
  

NEW 2021 JEEP RENEGADE  TRAILHAWK

* 48 months, 10,000 mile per year lease.
 $3,999 total due at signing. All Rebates to Dealer.

for 

for 

0% 
0.9% 

for 60 mo.

1.9% 
for 72 mo.

0% 

72 Months! 

72 Months! 
  Vehicle images is for illustration purposes only.  

NEW 2022 JEEP WAGONEER 4X4  NEW 2022 ALL RAM 1500 BIG HORNS

NEW 2021 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEES

O.A.C. O.A.C.

OR

O.A.C.

Get on the list for Summer Mowing and Yard Maintenance

Tim Turner  218-866-2349

Full Service Lawn Care 
Lawn Mowing/Trimming • Debris Removal 

Tree Trimming • RipRap and Shoreline Repair 

Turner & Son 

Reasonable • Experienced • Reliable 

Serving the Lakes Area

We Do Rock Work, 
Rip Rap and

Fire Pits 

Spring 
Clean 

Up
 Time!

Call for 
a FREE 
Quote!

from any utility company 
or Energy Assistance service 
provider at your local com-
munity assistance program. 
You can always hang up and 
call directly to your utility 
or local energy assistance 
service provider.

To avoid scammers trying 
to defraud consumers, Min-
nesotans can directly con-
tact the Energy Assistance 
Program and Commerce is 
encouraging Minnesotans 
to apply. Energy Assistance 
funding is available for thou-
sands more Minnesotans. 
The program is open for 
applications through May 
31, 2022.

The Energy Assistance 
Program Dashboard pub-
lished by Commerce shows 
over $104 million has al-
ready been paid to almost 

87,000 Minnesota house-
holds since October 2021. 
The dashboard, which is 
updated weekly, shows 
county-by-county info for 
household average energy 
costs and energy assistance 
for Minnesotans who have 
already applied and qualified 
for benefits.

This  year,  Commerce 
raised eligibility and benefits, 
paying up to $3,200 to cover 
energy bills for income-eligi-
ble Minnesotans. The Energy 
Assistance Program helps 
people who own or rent their 
homes to pay for current and 
past-due bills for electricity, 
gas, oil, biofuel and propane, 
emergency fuel delivery, 
and repair/replacement of 
homeowners’ broken heat-
ing systems, and could also 
cover water and sewer bills.

How to apply:  To request 
an application or find your 
local service provider:

Search online for “Minne-
sota energy assistance”

Go online: mn.gov/energ-
yassistance

Call 800-657-3710 and 
press 1

With one application to the 
Energy Assistance Program, 
households may also qual-
ify for water bill assistance 
and for the Weatherization 
Assistance Program, which 
can permanently reduce 
household energy costs.  
The Energy Assistance and 
Weatherization Assistance 
Programs are both federally 
funded, with Commerce as 
the administrator working 
with local service providers 
across the state to serve Min-
nesotans.

Scammers are targeting 
Minnesotans with fraudu-
lent calls about Minnesota’s 
Energy Assistance Program 
to trick consumers.  The 
Minnesota Department of 
Commerce, which admin-
isters Minnesota’s Energy 
Assistance Program, offers 

these guidelines to flag calls 
as fraudulent:

No bank account or credit 
card information is required 
for a household to apply the 
Energy Assistance Program. 
If you are asked for that 
information or payments of 
any kind, hang up.

Fraudulent callers may 
claim to offer a refund for 
a utility bill overpayment, 
and then ask for credit card 
information. If you are asked 
for credit card information, 
hang up.

Scammers may spoof call-
er ID to display a number 

Scammers target Minnesotans with calls about Energy Assistance Program

Help prevent the spread 
of aquatic invasive species 
and share our vision of being 
Minnesota’s favorite place. 
The County encourages those 
who enjoy working outdoors 
and educating others on the 
importance of protecting our 
natural resources, to apply for 
a seasonal watercraft inspec-
tor position. These positions 
conduct inspections of en-
tering and exiting watercraft 
equipment at public water ac-
cesses and educate watercraft 
users about aquatic invasive 
species (AIS).

Starting pay is $15 per hour 
and hours range from 18 to 
40 hours per week. Crow 
Wing County is looking to 
fill positions to work from 
Fishing Opener in May until 

Labor Day weekend in Sep-
tember. Work is primarily Fri-
day through Sunday with the 
possibility for some weekday 
shifts. “These positions pro-
vide important face-to-face 
contact with the public to in-
crease awareness and prevent 
the spread of aquatic invasive 
species to our waters,” stated 
Nicole Erickson, Environmen-
tal Services Specialist.

Those interested in applying 
to be a seasonal watercraft 
inspector may view the full 
job description and apply 
online at www.crowwing.us/
careers or contact our Human 
Resources office at 218-822-
7030.

The proposed 2022 AIS Pre-
vention Plan includes funding 
for watercraft inspections at 

44 boat landings throughout 
the Crow Wing County this 
summer. Watercraft inspec-
tions were identified by lake 
associations and stakeholders 
as a top priority for AIS pre-
vention. For more information 
on Crow Wing County’s AIS 
plan visit: www.crowwing.
us/ais

The Land Services Depart-
ment is committed to provid-
ing excellent customer service 
while helping our residents 
make wise decisions that 
protect Crow Wing County’s 
extraordinary natural resourc-
es. Citizens are encouraged 
to contact the Land Services 
Office at (218) 824-1010 or 
landservices@crowwing.us to 
discuss AIS or other land use 
related activities.

Seasonal watercraft inspectors

Send Your Photos, 
News and Community Events to

hopper@crosbyironton.net
Deadline is Monday at noon. 
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