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Committee to Address Substance 
Use & Support Recovery 

Mayor Sheline announces the Mayoral Order to establish an Ad Hoc Committee on Substance Use and Recovery.

LEWISTON, ME (March 18, 
2022) -- On March 15, 2022,  Mayor Carl 
L. Sheline--accompanied by Councilor 
Stephanie Gelinas, City Administrator 
Heather Hunter, Chief of Police Dave St. 
Pierre, and individuals within the recovery 
community--signed a Mayoral Order to 
establish an Ad hoc Committee on Sub-
stance Use and Recovery. He will co-chair 
the committee with Councilor Gelinas. 

Mayor Sheline said the charge of the 
committee will be to “conduct a compre-
hensive assessment of the challenges and 
opportunities for cooperation to address 
substance use in Lewiston. We will also 
work to develop a framework to support 
people in recovery.”

Councilor Gelinas made a plea 
to “increase awareness, decrease stigma, 
and most importantly develop more re-
sources for our community to address sub-
stance use disorder.” 

Other speakers were Chantel St. Lau-
rent of Recovery Connections; Dr. John 
Alexander, Chief Medical Officer at Cen-
tral Maine Healthcare; and Gordon Smith, 
Maine Director of Opioid Response. Councilor Gelinas being interviewed.

Mayor Sheline signing the order.
Maine State Director of Opioid Response, 
Gordon Smith.

UMaine Ext. 4-H 
Explores Maine’s 

Changing 
Tidepools 

Orono, ME (March 10, 2022) — 
University of Maine Cooperative Ex-
tension 4-H will offer an online weekly 
club for youth ages 13–18 about Maine’s 
tidepools and how to be citizen scientists, 
from 4–5 p.m. April 12–May 17. An op-
tional field day will be held April 22, rain 
date April 21, at Southern Maine Commu-
nity College, 2 Fort Road, South Portland.

The 4-H Tidepool Immersion Dis-
covery Ecology Workshop Series will 
explore the intertidal zone while contrib-
uting to marine science research. Partici-
pants will learn about animals that might 
be seen during low tide and how to iden-
tify them using photos taken with a cell 
phone. Additional topics are invasive 
species, climate change, species identifi-
cation and how to participate in research. 
UMaine Extension 4-H professional Sar-
ah Sparks and University of New England 
graduate student Emily Pierce will lead 
the workshop.

The workshop is free; participation 
is limited to 15. Register by March 31 on 
the event webpage to receive the link and 
materials. For more information or to re-
quest a reasonable accommodation, con-
tact 207.581.8206; sarah.sparks@maine.
edu. This workshop is supported by the 
Maine Established Program to Stimulate 
Competitive Research (EPSCoR) at the 
University of Maine.

Mayor Sheline 
Shares Support 

for Ukraine

LEWISTON, ME (February 25, 
2022) -- STATEMENT FROM MAYOR 
CARL L. SHELINE: The clock tower of 
Lewiston City Hall glows blue and yel-
low tonight as we stand in solidarity with 
Ukraine against this baseless invasion 
by Russian military forces. We support 
the people of Kyiv and cities all across 
Ukraine as they defend their country’s 
freedom.



Page 2 Thursday, March 24, 2022

Newsmakers, Names & Faces

• Landscaping
• Hardscape
• Drainage Installs
• Retaining Walls
• Mowing
• Snow Plowing
• and more!

207-344-5212

WHY PEOPLE CHOOSE
CHAMPOUX INSURANCE

STEPHEN NAGY
Personal Lines Agent

CHAMPOUX INSURANCE
DELIVERING ON THE PROMISE

416 Sabattus St. ~ Lewiston
(207) 783-2246

www.MaineInsuranceOnline.com

“I take the time to find
the most competitive and
comprehensive personal
insurance package for

each client. That’s how I
deliver on the promise.”CHAMPOUX INSURANCE is pleased 

to announce that Dick Albert has 

re-joined the Agency Team at 

Champoux Insurance. Please give 

Dick a call and put his 30 years of 

experience to work for you.

Call Today

CHAMPOUX INSURANCE
DELIVERING ON THE PROMISE

150 East Avenue ~ Lewiston, ME 04240
(207) 783-2246

www.MaineInsuranceOnline.com

WHY PEOPLE CHOOSE
   CHAMPOUX INSURANCE

“How I deliver on the promise 
here at Champoux Insurance 
Agency’s claims department is 
with great care, urgency and 
follow-up when handling each 
claim for our insureds.”

ANITA PENLEY
Claims Representative

WHY PEOPLE CHOOSEWHY PEOPLE CHOOSE
   CHAMPOUX INSURANCE   CHAMPOUX INSURANCE

Voted by Market  
Study as Best  

Insurance Agency  
in Greater L/A for  

the 7th year  
running!

WHY PEOPLE CHOOSE
CHAMPOUX INSURANCE

STEPHEN NAGY
Personal Lines Agent

CHAMPOUX INSURANCE
DELIVERING ON THE PROMISE

416 Sabattus St. ~ Lewiston
(207) 783-2246

www.MaineInsuranceOnline.com

“I take the time to find
the most competitive and
comprehensive personal
insurance package for

each client. That’s how I
deliver on the promise.”

CHAMPOUX INSURANCE is pleased 

to announce that Dick Albert has 

re-joined the Agency Team at 

Champoux Insurance. Please give 

Dick a call and put his 30 years of 

experience to work for you.

Call Today

CHAMPOUX INSURANCE
DELIVERING ON THE PROMISE

150 East Avenue ~ Lewiston, ME 04240
(207) 783-2246

www.MaineInsuranceOnline.com

WHY PEOPLE CHOOSE
   CHAMPOUX INSURANCE

“Protecting your assets, by 
finding the right products and 
pricing, is how I deliver on the 
promise.”

Nicole Lajoie
Licensed Agent

Your SecuritY iS our Main concern

Biddeford & Mechanic Savings Foundation Donates $25,000 

From Left to Right: Jeanne Hulit, President and CEO of Maine Community Bank (which 
includes the divisions; Biddeford Savings and Mechanics Savings); Liz Cotter Schlax, Presi-
dent and CEO of United Way of Southern Maine and Lead Administrator for the Keep ME 
Warm Fund; and Joe Everett, President and CEO of The Opportunity Alliance.

We s t b r o o k ,  M E 
(January 20, 2022) – In 
response to the rising cost 
of home heating oil, the 
Biddeford and Mechanics 
Savings Charitable Founda-
tion has donated $25,000 to 
support the Keep ME Warm 
Fund, providing direct and 
immediate home heating 
assistance to financially vul-
nerable Mainers. “Making 
a contribution to the Keep 
ME Warm program will 
allow us to help our neigh-
bors when Mainers need it 
most – during the winter 
months. No one should have 
to choose between paying 
for heat and other essentials 
like electricity and food. Our 
hope is that we can make 
the lives of individuals and 
families in the communities 
we serve a little easier this 
year,” says Jeanne Hulit, 
President and CEO of Maine 
Community Bank. 

Although the coldest 
months are still ahead, the 
cost of home heating fuel 
in Maine has already in-
creased significantly over 
last year and is expected 
to keep going up over the 
winter season. According 

to The Governor’s Energy 
Office, the average cost of 
heating fuel is currently 
at $3.14 per gallon, com-
pared to $2.11 per gallon 
one year ago. Thousands 
of Mainers are faced with 
choosing between heat-
ing their homes and basic 
needs like food and med-
icine. Donations to Keep 
ME Warm help to make the 
winter warmer and safer 
for Maine families. The 
Biddeford and Mechanic 
Savings Charitable Foun-
dation donation to Keep ME 

Warm Fund will help people 
across Maine, including 
the bank’s footprint in the 
Androscoggin, Cumberland, 
and York regions. Keep ME 
Warm Funds are distributed 
through 211 Maine, local 
United Ways, and com-
munity partners like The 
Opportunity Alliance (TOA) 
and others.

According to Liz Cot-
ter Schlax, President and 
CEO of United Way of 
Southern Maine and Lead 
Administrator for Keep 
ME Warm Fund, a gift of 

$25,000 will help heat 80 
Maine homes. “Keep ME 
Warm Fund is an emer-
gency heating assistance 
resource to close the heating 
gap. When Mainers find 
themselves in an emergen-
cy heating crisis, they can 
access Keep ME Warm 
funds through our state’s 
211 Maine hotline, their 
local United Way, or com-
munity action agency,” said 
Schlax. “These funds give 
our partners the flexibility 
and resources to help fill 
a tank or address repairs, 

often in the same day.”
The Keep ME Warm 

Fund, in partnership with 
local community service 
organizations, relies heavily 
on donations and distributes 
assistance based on need. 
“This winter will be chal-
lenging to our vulnerable 
neighbors who were already 
most at risk, and these funds 
will be crucial to keeping 
individuals and families 
warm, safe, and healthy 
in their homes during the 
coldest months,” says Joe 
Everett, President & CEO of 
The Opportunity Alliance. 
“Maine Community Bank 
is a wonderful partner and 
we are grateful for their 
longstanding support of 
communities across Central 
and Southern Maine.”

This donation wraps 
up a year of giving for 
Maine Community Bank 
and the Biddeford and Me-
chanic Savings Charitable 
Foundation totaling over 
$327,000 to 240 different 
organizations. 

About Maine Commu-
nity Bank: Biddeford Sav-
ings and Mechanics Savings 
have been financial partners 

with the people of Central 
and Southern Maine for the 
past 150 years. To help carry 
out their commitment to the 
communities they serve, 
the two banks merged on 
January 1, 2020, becoming 
divisions of Maine Com-
munity Bank. The merger 
expands the lending capac-
ity, product offerings, and 
branch service areas, while 
keeping all decision-mak-
ing at the local level. They 
have branches in Auburn, 
Biddeford, Brunswick, Ken-
nebunk, Lewiston, Scarbor-
ough, Waterboro, and Wind-
ham, with a new branch 
and operations center in 
Westbrook.

About the Biddeford 
and Mechanics Savings 
Charitable Foundation: The 
Biddeford and Mechanics 
Savings Charitable Foun-
dation was created in July 
of 2020 and is structured to 
give back to the communities 
in a larger, more enduring 
way. The Foundation’s mis-
sion is to help individuals 
and families in the bank’s 
local communities meet their 
basic needs and achieve 
financial empowerment.

Portland Conservatory Announces Dimensions in Jazz Lineup 
PORTLAND, ME 

(January 28, 2022) -- The 
Dimensions in Jazz con-
cert series, sponsored by 
the Portland Conservatory 
of Music, is bringing sig-
nificant names in contem-
porary jazz to Portland this 
year! The winter/spring 
lineup includes seven con-
certs running from Febru-
ary through April. 

The performances 
will be held at the Port-
land Conservatory’s new 
building at 28 Neal St. in 
Portland’s West End, unless 
otherwise noted. 

The series kicked off 
on February 5th, at Cove 
Street Arts with “Nihco 
Gallo and the Bad-Year 
Society” for an evening of 
improvised music with in-
fluences from around the 

world. Vibraphonist Nihco 
Gallo was joined by tap 
dancer Ayan Imai-Hall, 
drummer Zak King, and 
bassist Ross Gallagher. 

On April 22nd, 2022 
South African jazz mu-
sician McCoy Mrubata 
(Tenor Saxophone) returns 
to Portland, Maine in his 
fourth tour of the US and 
will be performing in quar-
tet alongside his friend 
Gary Wittner (Guitar), 
Shakeel Curtis (Bass) and 
Lumanyano Mzi (Drums). 

“I never studied mu-
sic formally as we ( black 
people ) did not have music 
schools and music colleges 
before our independence in 
South Africa. I learned from 
family records, getting odd 
lessons from older musi-
cians. Music always plays 

a great role in our commu-
nities . . . music education 
is important,” says McCoy 
Mrubata. Today, he has 
been featured on NPR Live 
Sessions and also won the 
South African Music Award 
for Best Jazz Album. 

Each year, PCM is 
proud to present the “Steve 
Grover Memorial Concert” 
celebrating jazz musician 
Steve Grover’s composi-
tional brilliance and his 
many contributions to the 
cultural landscape of the 
state he loved. 

Other exceptional per-
formances include the “Bri-
an Shankar Adler Band” 
presenting a new program 
of electro-acoustic music 
for improvisers, “Travels in 
the Electronosphere” with 
R.J. Miller on Drums and 

Sampler and Jeremy Udden 
on Lyricon, the “Titus Ab-
bott Collective” featuring 
PCM Jazz Studies director 
Titus Abbott performing 
original jazz compositions 
alongside percussionist 
Michael Sarin and bassist 
Sean Conly. 

In addition to the Di-
mensions in Jazz Concert 
Series, PCM’s innova-
tive Jazz Studies Division 
teaches students how to im-
provise and to understand 
contemporary and classic 
jazz. 

Visiting jazz artists 
host workshops for students 
and the public that bring 
this American musical art 
form to life. Doors open 
at 7:30pm, show starts at 
8:00pm. 

Tickets are $5 for stu-
dents, $15 for seniors, $20 
in advance, and $25 at the 
door. Face masks and proof 
of vaccination, or negative 
COVID test within the last 

48hrs, are required for all 
PCM concerts and events. 

To learn more visit: 

www.portlandconserva-
toryofmusic.org/dimen-
sions-in-jazz/
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“I Don’t Want to Talk About It” March 24 at the LHE/PAC
FRYEBURG, ME 

(March 16, 2022) — 
Fryeburg Academy The-
ater presents I Don’t Want 
to Talk About It at the 
Leura Hill Eastman Per-
forming Arts Center on 

Thursday, March 24th at 
7:00 pm. The one act play, 
written by Bradley Hay-
ward, is a series of mono-
logues and short company 
scenes dealing with ev-
erything a teenager faces. 

These characters confront 
the challenges they have 
growing up: rumors, bul-
lying, illness, high school, 
parents, families, and 
death. This ‘dramedy’ will 
have you immersed in the 

real world of what teens 
can’t, won’t, and don’t 
talk about. This show con-
tains scenes around the 
topics of difficult subjects 
such as eating disorders, 
sexual abuse, bullying, 

death, suicide, and illness. 
It is a recommended audi-
ence of older adolescents 
and adults. Admission is 
free.

The LHE/PAC is 
located on the campus of 

Fryeburg Academy at 18 
Bradley Street in Frye-
burg, Maine. Visit www.
fryeburgacademy.org/pac, 
or call the box office at 
207-544-9066 for more 
details. 

“Don Carlos” Live in 
HD at the LHE/PAC

FRYEBURG, ME 
(March 18, 2022) — The 
Metropolitan Opera’s Live 
in HD season continues 
at the Leura Hill Eastman 
Performing Arts Center on 
Saturday, March 26th at 
12:00 pm. 

For the first time in 
company history, the Met 
presents the original five-

act French version of Ver-
di’s epic opera, Don Car-
los. Yannick Nézet-Séguin 
leads a world-beating cast 
of opera’s leading lights 
in this March 26 perfor-
mance, including tenor 
Matthew Polenzani in the 
title role, soprano Sonya 
Yoncheva as Élisabeth de 
Valois, and mezzo-sopra-

no Elīna Garanča as Eboli. 
Bass Günther Groissböck 
and bass-baritone John 
Relyea are Philippe II and 
the Grand Inquisitor, and 
baritone Étienne Dupuis 
rounds out the all-star prin-
cipal cast as Rodrigue. Ver-
di’s masterpiece receives a 
monumental new staging 
by David McVicar that 
marks his 11th Met produc-
tion, placing him among 
the most prolific and pop-
ular directors in recent Met 
memory. This live cinema 
transmission is part of the 
Met’s award-winning Live 
in HD series, bringing 
opera to movie theaters 
across the globe. Estimat-
ed Run Time: 4 hours, 55 
minutes

Opera enthusiast Joe 
De Vito will host his Opera 
Lecture Series on Tuesday, 
March 22nd at 3:00 pm 
in the LHE/PAC seminar 
room. The lectures are free 
and open to the public. 

Live in HD tickets 
are $28 for adults, $25 for 
seniors (65+), and $10 for 
students. Purchase tickets 
online at www.fryeburg-
academy.org/pac, or call 
the box office at 207-544-
9066. The LHE/PAC is lo-
cated at 18 Bradley Street 
in Fryeburg, Maine on the 
campus of Fryeburg Acad-
emy. 

Food For Thought: Meet One of 
CNN’s Top Ten Heroes of 2021

LEWISTON, ME 
(March 14, 2022) -- 
Lewiston/Auburn Senior 
College presents Lynda 
Doughty. She is the found-
ing Executive Director for 
MMoME since 2011. Born 
and raised in Maine, Lynda 
always knew she wanted to 
work with helping marine 
mammals. She has provid-
ed care for thousands of 
them, has opened Maine’s 
first seal triage center, and 
looks forward to providing 
more for marine mammals 
in Maine.

Her work has in-
volved conducting whale 
necropsies, disentangle-
ment, population studies, 
marine debris projects and 
sterning on lobster boats. 
Lynda was recognized by 
Portland Press Herald in 
2014, as one of 10 Mainers 
to be thankful for. Lynda 
received her degree in ma-
rine science from Maine 

Maritime Academy. She 
also serves on the board 
of directors for Phippsburg 
Land Trust.

Lynda is happy to talk 
with us about the work of 
this fast growing non-prof-
it organization dedicated 
to marine mammal and 
sea turtle response, res-
cue, care, research and 
education. Annually, they 
respond to nearly 300 live 
and dead marine mam-
mals and sea turtles across 
roughly 2,500 miles of 

coastline (including is-
lands), covering the geo-
graphic area of Kittery to 
Rockland. How do they do 
this and what does it mean 
for the health of the Maine 
coast?

To attend, email us 
at laseniorcollege@gmail.
com by noon on March 
29. Please include your 
name and the name of the 
program for which you are 
registering. We will send 
you an email with the link 
on the morning of the event
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Flight Canceled? Tips for Handling Travel Delays

Eastern MA, ME, 
RI & VT -- Flights are 
continuing to be canceled 
as airlines struggle with 
pandemic-related staffing 
woes. Thousands of flights 
have been affected, and 
there is no end in sight to 
the disruptions. As airlines 
continue to try to accom-
modate stranded passen-
gers, the Better Business 
Bureau® (BBB®) provides 
guidance to travelers who 

may be seeking compensa-
tion and refunds for cancel-
lations.

When a consumer is 
flying domestically in the 
United States, rules regard-
ing flight delays and cancel-
lations are overseen by the 
US Department of Trans-
portation. In Canada, com-
plaints about flight delays 
are handled by the Canadi-
an Transportation Agency.  
In general, there are no U.S. 

federal laws requiring air-
lines to provide passengers 
with compensation for a de-
layed flight. In Canada, see 
the flights and delays can-
cellations guide. Airlines 
may have their own policies 
and may provide better ben-
efits if a flight was canceled 
or significantly delayed 
within the airline’s scope 
of control. Consumers may 
have additional benefits if 
they purchased the flight 

with a credit card that offers 
additional travel protec-
tions. Check the cardhold-
er agreement and with the 
airline. Consumers should 
keep receipts for extra pur-
chases, like a hotel room, 
so they can submit them to 
their airline or credit card 
company for reimburse-
ment later. Typically, nearly 
all domestic airlines will try 
to accommodate passengers 
on the next available flight, 
and sometimes on a differ-
ent carrier.

When flights are can-
celed by the airline, con-
sumers are always entitled 
to a full refund. This in-
cludes a refund of any bag 
fees or extras, such as addi-
tional legroom, for a seat. If 
the airline offers a vouch-
er in lieu of a refund, ask 
about expiration and black-
out dates. Airlines may also 
have additional restrictions 
on the use of vouchers. 
Consumers are not obli-
gated to accept vouchers 
and may insist on a full re-
fund instead. If the trip was 
canceled by the consumer, 
however, they may not be 

entitled to a full refund.
BBB is asking con-

sumers to keep the follow-
ing tips in mind when han-
dling travel disruptions:

Check delays - Trav-
elers can check their latest 
flight information on their 
carrier’s website or via the 
airline’s telephone reserva-
tion system. Many times, 
delays don’t occur until the 
day of the flight and the air-
line must update its flight 
information within 30 min-
utes of receiving a notice of 
a status change. 

Check carrier and 
credit card terms - While 
federal regulations don’t re-
quire airlines to reimburse 
expenses such as rooms or 
food in the event a flight 
is canceled or severely de-
layed, the carrier and credit 
card companies may have 
different policies. Purchase 
tickets with a credit card 
that offers trip protection 
or travelers insurance and 
check individual airline 
policies.

Keep documentation - 
Keep receipts and records 
for expenses incurred as 

a result of a significantly 
delayed or canceled flight. 
These may be needed later 
to recover expenses.

Check the carrier’s 
website - Most airlines al-
low consumers to initiate 
refunds directly on the car-
rier’s website. Using a web-
site may help a consumer 
obtain a refund or rebook a 
trip much faster than wait-
ing for a consumer service 
agent in person or on the 
phone.

Rules are different 
for foreign flights - Flights 
that were canceled while 
in another country will be 
affected by the laws of that 
nation. Check with the lo-
cal country’s department of 
transportation while travel-
ing internationally.

As the Omicron vari-
ant spreads, be wary of coro-
navirus cons. Read BBB’s 
alert about COVID-19 test-
ing scams.

Read BBB’s tips to 
travel safely on your vaca-
tion.

For the latest infor-
mation, BBB recommends 
consumers visit BBB.org.

Senator Collins Announces $45 
Million for Maine Bridges

Washington, D.C. 
(January 13, 2022) – U.S. 
Senator Susan Collins (R-
ME) announced today that 
Maine will receive a total of 
$45 million to maintain and 
reconstruct bridges across 
the state.  This funding 
was authorized through the 
Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act and provided 
through the U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation’s 
Federal Highway Admin-
istration (FHWA).  Senator 
Collins, the Ranking Mem-
ber of the Transportation 
Appropriations Subcom-
mittee, was part of the core 
group of 10 Senators who 
negotiated the text of the 
bipartisan infrastructure 
law.  Under the law, Maine 
will receive $225 million 

over five years to fix bridges 
across the state.

This funding will help 
to address the backlog of 
repairs needed for Maine’s 
transportation network.  
Maine currently has 315 
bridges considered to be in 
poor condition.

“Bridges are essential 
pieces of our transportation 
network that connect Main-
ers to homes, jobs, schools, 
shopping, and health care; 
allow manufacturers to ship 
their goods to market; and 
link communities togeth-
er.  When bridges do not 
receive the proper mainte-
nance and require closure, 
Mainers can be forced to 
endure lengthy detours, 
particularly in rural areas,” 
said Senator Collins.  “As 

the Ranking Member of 
the Transportation Appro-
priations Subcommittee, 
improving the safety and 
efficiency of Maine’s trans-
portation system is among 
my top priorities.  This 
funding will help address 
Maine’s substantial back-
log of deteriorated bridges, 
preserve and create jobs, 
and benefit families and 
businesses across our state.”

FHWA announced to-
day that it is providing over 
$27 billion to states and 
tribal transportation facil-
ities over five years.  The 
program represents the larg-
est investment ever made in 
fixing bridges.  Nationwide, 
the program is expected to 
help repair approximately 
15,000 bridges.

Follow us on Facebook!
Don’t miss our weekly giveaways!
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VA Serves Veterans in 2021
Many people would 

like to forget 2021. It was 
a tough year, but a lot of 
good happened, too, es-
pecially at VA. The de-
partment is committed to 
making 2022 even better, 
and to do that, we’re taking 
a quick look back at what 
it accomplished and how it 
served Veterans in 2021.

Keeping Vets 
healthy

The COVID-19 pan-
demic entered year two. 
As the largest integrated 
health care system in the 
world, VA administered 
8.9 million vaccine dos-
es (including boosters) 
to more than 4.1 million 
people; administered 3.6 
million COVID-19 tests; 
and conducted 12.7 million 
COVID-19 virtual screen-
ings.

But it wasn’t just the 
pandemic. VA conducted 
over 112 million clinical 

encounters, including 6.1 
million in-person appoint-
ments, while also submit-
ting 2.3 million community 
care referrals.

How did we do? VA 
received over 1.9 mil-
lion survey responses and 
450,000+ text responses, 
and the verdict is clear: a 
90.1% trust score in VA 
health care and an overall 
76% trust score means that 
Veterans overwhelmingly 
support and use VA.

Delivering the goods
On the non-health 

benefits side, VA deliv-
ered. Dedicated employ-
ees (many of whom are 
Veterans themselves, or 
are related to Vets) worked 
through pandemic restric-
tions to complete 1.4 mil-
lion compensation and 
pension claims; the Board 
of Veterans Appeals held 
over 27,000 hearings and 
made nearly 93,000 deci-

sions.
Veterans didn’t stop 

buying homes in 2021, and 
they didn’t let the pandem-
ic stop them from using 
their hard-earned educa-
tion benefits. VA guaran-
teed more than 1.2 million 
home loans, processed 3.3 
million education claims, 
73,000 insurance claims, 
and over 16,000 VR&E 
packets.

And when it came 
time for the final honor, VA 
interred more than 146,000 
Veterans and family mem-
bers.

Digitally
Veterans increasingly 

know where and how to 
find VA news and informa-
tion. In 2021, there were 
110 million email opens, 
and over 105 million visits 
to www.va.gov; 15 million 
visitors read daily news 
and stories and updates 
published on VAntage 

Point, the official VA blog 
for Veterans, dependents 
and survivors.

And, the mission to 
provide even more benefits 
and care and services nev-
er ends. VA is the second 
largest federal employer 
of Veterans (behind DoD), 
and 2021 saw 115,000 new 
VA employees, among 
them many Veterans and 
their dependents.

2021 Highlights
Feb. 8: Denis Mc-

Donough sworn in as 11th 
Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs.

Feb. 17: VA adminis-
ters 1 million COVID-19 
vaccination doses.

Feb. 18: VA extended 
suspension of debt collec-
tion from all Veteran bene-
fit overpayments and med-
ical copayments during the 
pandemic period.

Feb. 23: VA launched 
a health equity review of 

all policies regarding care 
and services provided to 
LGBTQ+ Veterans.

March 13: SAVE 
LIVES Act became law, 
allowing VA to provide 
COVID-19 vaccinations to 
all Veterans, their spouses, 
and caregivers.

April 14: VA estab-
lished 120-day task force 
on inclusion, diversity, 
equity, and access after 
ensuring Veteran organiza-
tions representing women, 
minority, and LGBTQ+ 
Veterans provided input on 
the 2022-28 VA strategic 
plan.

April 30: VA im-
proved the management of 
suicide prevention efforts, 
ensuring 1,400+ employ-
ees and $300M+ are fo-
cused on achieving better 
outcomes for Veterans and 
their families.

May 4: VA opened 
new rapid retraining pro-

gram for thousands of Vet-
erans who lost jobs due to 
pandemic.

June 4: VA sees trust 
improve by 24% in five 
years.

July 26: VA issues 
vaccine mandate for health 
care workers, a first for a 
federal agency.

Sept. 8: VA annual 
report showed decrease in 
Veteran suicides.

Sept. 15: VA and 
DHS host COVID-19 vac-
cine clinic for deported 
Veterans at the San Ysidro 
Border Crossing.

Oct. 27: VA extends 
presumptive period for 
Persian Gulf War Veterans.

Nov. 23: VA and Indi-
an Health Service broaden 
scope to serve American 
Indian and Alaska Native 
Veterans.

Dec. 27: VA Trust re-
port shows majority of Vet-
erans trust VA

Camden National Bank Celebrates Employee Volunteerism 
Efforts with $50,000 in Special Donations to 87 Local Nonprofits

Camden, ME (Feb-
ruary 2, 2022) – Camden 
National Bank announced 
a special community giv-
ing effort with a total of 
$50,000 donated to 87 
nonprofits where employ-
ees volunteered in 2021.

“Giving back is a 
significant part of our em-
ployee culture,” said Greg 
Dufour, President & CEO 
of Camden National Bank. 
“Whether serving as board 
directors, organizing fund-
raisers, or mentoring chil-
dren, our employees are 
actively participating and 
supporting our communi-
ties. We’re proud to be able 
to make these donations 
to organizations they are 
passionate about on their 

behalf.”
Jane Merrill, Vice 

President, Sr. Retail Loan 
Officer at Camden Na-
tional Bank, volunteers 
with the Coastal Moun-
tains Land Trust. “Grow-
ing up in the Bronx, my 
father introduced me and 
my friends to hiking and 
camping outside of the 
city. He instilled a love 
of being outdoors in me,” 
said Merrill. “The Coastal 
Mountains Land Trust is 
working to ensure that in 
Midcoast Maine, we have 
areas where everyone can 
enjoy being outdoors.”

Joe Pollard, a Retail 
Analyst, has a passion for 
ice hockey that he’s been 
able to nurture through 

coaching at Mid-Coast 
Recreation Center. “The 
sport has given me life-
long friends, and taught me 
so many valuable lessons. 
Sports have the opportu-
nity to bring people from 
all walks of life together, 
and make them a team,” 
said Pollard. “I volunteer 
on the ice at the MRC be-
cause I always had amaz-
ing coaches who taught 
me so much about sports-
manship, leadership, hard 
work, and team work; vol-
unteering is the least I can 
do to give back and contin-
ue the cycle. Seeing how 
much the kids have learned 
and grown over this year 
has been an extremely re-
warding experience, and 

I cannot wait to see them 
take their next steps.”

Donna Ehrler, Senior 
Vice President, Director 
of Commercial Banking 
in New Hampshire, vol-
unteers her time with the 
YWCA of New Hamp-
shire. “Among the many 
vital things the YWCA 
does is provide a shelter 

for battered women and 
men and their children, run 
a crisis center and partner 
with Southern NH Univer-
sity to run The Center for 
New Americans. It’s ev-
erything I believe in.”

In addition to a spe-
cial donations effort in 
honor of 2021 employee 
volunteers, Camden Na-

tional Bank also provided 
charitable support to more 
than 150 nonprofit organi-
zations in 2021. To learn 
more about the bank’s 
community giving efforts, 
please visit:

h t tps: / /www.cam-
dennational.com/about/
o u r - s t o r y / c o m m u n i -
ty-commitment

Follow us on Facebook!
Don’t miss our weekly giveaways!
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Open for curbside pick-up, take out, 
indoor dining, bowling and arcade!
Indoor AND outdoor dining!

Junction Bowl 
American pub-style food and drinks.

Curbside pickup 7 days a week.

Mon-Thur 3pm-10pm • Fri-Sun 11am-10pm

American pub-style food and drinks.

Chocolate Church Arts Center Presents 
Tom Rush with Matt Nakoa

Tom Rush (Photo by Casey Bonilla) Matt Nakoa (Photo byBrian McCluskey)

BATH, ME (March 
11, 2022) -- The Choco-
late Church Arts Center 
(CCAC), at 804 Wash-
ington Street in Bath, will 
present an evening with in-
fluential folk musician Tom 
Rush, accompanied by Matt 

Nakoa, on Saturday March 
26 at 7:30pm. 

Tom Rush’s impact on 
American music been pro-
found. Beginning in 1965, 
Rush made three albums 
for Elektra Records, culmi-
nating in The Circle Game, 

which Rolling Stone has 
credited with ushering in 
the singer/songwriter era. 
Along with songs penned 
by Tom Rush, these ear-
ly albums introduced the 
world to the work of Joni 
Mitchell, Jackson Browne 
and James Taylor, who has 
said, “Tom was not only 
one of my early heroes, but 
also one of my main influ-
ences.” 

After a successful se-
ries of folk-rock albums and 
tours in the early 1970’s, 
Rush took a break to re-
charge his creative side. 
But the musician returned 
in 1981, selling out Bos-
ton’s prestigious Sympho-
ny Hall. Time off had not 
only rekindled Rush’s love 
of music, it had re-ignited 
audiences’ love of Rush. 
Today, Tom Rush’s voice 
has grown even richer and 

more melodic, and his mu-
sic has matured and ripened 
in the blending of tradition-
al and modern influences. 
Many of Rush’s songs like 
“No Regrets” and “Child’s 
Song” have become Amer-
ican folk classics. 

Tom Rush will be ac-
companied by award-win-
ning songwriter, singer, and 
multi-instrumentalist Matt 
Nakoa. Born on a small 
goat farm in New York 
State, Nakoa trained to be 
a concert pianist before 
accepting a scholarship to 
attend Berklee College of 
Music as a vocalist. His 
first solo albums, released 
in 2012 and 2014, gar-
nered multiple songwriting 
awards, including a win at 
Kerrville Folk Festivalʼs 
New Folk Competition. 

Tickets for all events 
at the Chocolate Church 

Arts Center are avail-
able for purchase at www.
chocolatechurcharts.org, 
or by calling the box of-
fice at 207-442-8455. All 
performances will be sub-
ject to CCAC’s current 
COVID-19 related policy, 

which requires audience 
members age 12 and up to 
be fully vaccinated or have 
a negative COVID-19 test 
result within 48 hours pri-
or to arriving at a perfor-
mance, along with a match-
ing photo ID.

Make Art With Artvan – Additional Dates Added
LEWISTON, ME 

(February 25, 2022) -- The 
Lewiston Public Library, 
in partnership with ArtVan, 
will be offering in-person art 
programs in the Children’s 
Department for children 
ages 5-14 on Wednesday, 
3:30pm on March 9, April 6, 
and April 13. Children aged 
5-8 must be accompanied by 
an adult. 

ArtVan is a mobile art 
program that brings hands-
on creative art opportunities 
for self-expression, person-
al growth, and fun. All of 
their projects aim to inspire 
art-making with a variety of 
materials to explore. 

ArtVan programs en-
gage all age groups, encour-
age time outside and reduce 
screen time, help youth stay 

connected, diminish stress, 
and provide release for un-
vented expressions of emo-
tions, such as loss and con-
fusion. 

ArtVan began in 2004 
and has provided therapeutic 
art and strengths-based pro-
grams to under-resourced 
neighborhoods. Make Art 
with ArtVan is free, open to 
the public, and no registra-

tion is required. All art sup-
plies will be provided. 

The Lewiston Public 
Library is located down-
town at 200 Lisbon Street 
at the corner of Pine Street. 
More information on Art-
Van programs is available 
by contacting the Lewiston 
Public Library at 513-3133 
or LPLKids@lewiston-
maine.gov.
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             Is the worry about what comes after this life weighing you down? Whatever your faith, 
or if it is absent, you’re a child of God – and ultimately 

Heaven is your home.
A new work by Lewiston playwright and Children’s book author, Paul Baribault

“At its center, this book is about the soul’s climb toward Enlightenment,  
 and how the Earth is a Schoolroom, not a courtroom, in our journey.”

Available on Amazon and @ www.Ourbrillianteternity.com

“The prose is inspired – and inspiring – glowing with inner radiance and kindness.” 
“I felt such a sense of hope when I finished this book.”   From Amazon reviews.

Blanchard’s Cash Fuel
#2 Heating Oil and K-1
Off Road Diesel (Dyed)
On Road Diesel (Clear)

Propane

225-3588
3 Conant Road, Turner

(on the Auburn/Turner Line)

Don’t Shiver...We Deliver!
www.blanchardscashfuel.com

Best
Source
for Arts, 

Music and 
Theater!

Your
Hometown

Paper.

High Peaks Alliance Closes on Perham Stream Birding Trail

Photo of the land newly acquired by the High Peaks Alliance. Photo Credit Taylor Walker

MADRID TWP, ME 
(February 10, 2022) -- 
High Peaks Alliance re-
cently closed on an 80-acre 
parcel called the Perham-
Stream Birding Trail in Ma-
drid Township. The parcel, 
which includes half a mile of 
frontage on Perham Stream 
and spectacular views of 
Saddleback Mountain and 
Mount Abraham, is the first 
property held in conserva-
tion by the Alliance.

The Perham Stream 
Birding Trail is an increas-
ingly popular nature trail 
that leads recreaters through 
a variety of habitats with 
incredible views. The trail, 
which is listed on Maine 
Trail Finder, experienced a 
60 percent increase in views 
from 2020 to 2021. The trail 
is also listed on Maine by 
Foot. High Peaks Alliance 
plans to install an accessible 
trail to allow anyone at any 
ability level to enjoy the 
property in the future.

In addition to recre-

ational opportunities, this 
parcel includes a half-mile 
of stream frontage where 
endangered Atlantic Salmon 
eggs are stocked by the State 
of Maine. Perham Stream is 

listed as critical salmon and 
native brook trout habitat 
by the Maine Natural Areas 
Program, and endangered 
little brown bats have been 
located on this 80 acre parcel 

by the Maine Department of 
Inland Fisheries and Wild-
life.

Lloyd Griscom, board 
president of the High Peaks 
Alliance and longtime Per-

ham Stream Birding Trail 
recreator said, “We at HPA 
are incredibly grateful to 
Carson Hinkley for his de-
sire to preserve the tradition 
of stewardship his family 
has championed for five 
generations with this land. 
There is no doubt that Mr. 
Hinkley could have sold 
this parcel for top dollar, 
but he instead prioritized 
his family’s legacy, the local 
environment and public ac-
cess. We would also like to 
thank the funders who made 
our maiden voyage into land 
stewardship possible.”

Funders for this proj-
ect include: the Arboretum 
Fund at the Maine Commu-
nity Foundation, Davis Con-
servation Fund, Appalachian 
Trail Conservancy’s Wil-
deast Action Fund, Kay Gib-
son, The Wilderness Society 
with special thanks to Pete 
McKinley and HPA board 
members Lloyd Griscom 
and Ginni Robie.

Brent West, the exec-

utive director of the High 
Peaks Alliance said, “Frank-
lin County is an area with 
incredible wildlife resources 
and recreational potential, 
but most of the area is not 
currently served by a local 
land trust. The High Peaks 
Alliance has worked to con-
serve land and preserve all 
forms of recreational access 
in the high peaks region 
since 2007, and with this 
property, the organization is 
evolving to meet the unful-
filled regional need. We look 
forward to continuing to 
serve and grow in Franklin 
County. This property is just 
the beginning of what we 
can accomplish by uniting 
those people who care about 
our future together to serve 
the local area’s conservation 
needs.”

To learn more about 
the High Peaks Alliance, 
or to get involved, visit 
highpeaksalliance.org or 
email Brent West at brent@
highpeaksalliance.org.

MaineHealth Named One of America’s Best 
Large Employers by Forbes Magazine

PORTLAND, ME 
(February 15, 2022)  – 
Forbes has named Maine-
Health one of America’s 
Best Large Employers in 
2022. Forbes partnered with 
independent research firm 
Statista to survey 60,000 
people working for busi-
nesses across all sectors 
with at least 1,000 employ-
ees. 

Survey respondents 

were asked to rate how like-
ly they were to recommend 
their employer to friends 
and family, as well as oth-
er factors such as compen-
sation, working conditions, 
reputation and development 
opportunities. The final list 
ranks the 500 large (5,000+) 
and midsize (1,000-5,000) 
employers that received the 
most recommendations. 

MaineHealth neared 

the top of the list at #13, 
and was one of only three 
large health systems in 
New England to be named, 
alongside Yale New Haven 
and Massachusetts General 
Hospital. 

Scott Ballard, Chief 
People Officer at Maine-
Health, stated, “We’re 
thrilled to receive this rec-
ognition by Forbes and the 
survey participants who 

rated us so highly. Being 
named to a best employer 
list begins with hiring the 
best people. Our 22,000 
care team members are 
incredibly talented, com-
passionate and dedicated, 
and supporting them is 
fundamental to our vision 
of working together so our 
communities are the health-
iest in America.” 

In 2021, MaineHealth 

invested more than $103 
in compensation increases 
for employees, in addition 
to providing generous ben-
efits, PTO, and work-life 
programs. 

“Amid the many chal-
lenges posed by the pan-
demic over the past two 
years, MaineHealth care 
team members have re-
mained true to our values 
– patient-centered, profes-

sional and kind,” said CEO 
Andy Mueller, MD. “We 
recognize and value them 
and express our deepest 
gratitude for the exception-
al care they provide every 
day.” 

Visit Forbes (https://
www.forbes .com/ l i s t s /
b e s t - l a r g e - e m p l o y -
ers/?sh=5973b2b07b66) to 
learn about the survey and 
methodology.

Whitlock Promoted at Geiger
Lewiston, ME (Feb-

ruary 22, 2022) -- Geiger 
announces the promotion 
of Trish Whitlock to Pay-
roll and Benefits Specialist 
in Human Resources.  She 
began her career with Gei-
ger, in August of 2019, as 
an Administrative Support 

Specialist in H.R./Office 
Services and then worked as 
a Payment Application/Ad-
ministrative Support Spe-
cialist in Finance.  In July 
0f 2021 she was promoted 
to Organizational Develop-
ment/Wellness Coordinator 
in Human Resources.  In 

her new role, she will per-
form payroll and benefit 
administration, claims and 
recordkeeping duties in ac-
cordance with applicable 
policies and procedures and 
government regulations. 

Whitlock is current-
ly attending Southern New 

Hampshire University 
working on a B.A.in Psy-
chology with a concentra-
tion in Social Psychology.  
She is scheduled to gradu-
ate in October 2022.  She 
lives in Lewiston with her 
husband Garey and daugh-
ter Alexis. 

Send all
items for

What’s Going On
to the Editor.
Deadline is
Friday by five.



Page 8 Thursday, March 24, 2022

SERRA ADBuild your Dream Garage

No Money Down • Financing Available

Call now to get on our 
Spring Schedule

(207) 500-8100 • www.AmericanBuildersMaine.com
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694 Main Street, Lewiston

Daily Specials, Flash Sales, Large Variety
of Prerolls and Vape Cartridges

Insulate. Be comfortable.  
Save money.

Act now while funds are available. Find an insulation  
professional at efficiencymaine.com or call 866-376-2463.

*  Income-eligible homeowners qualify for rebates  
of $600 to $9,600. All other homeowners eligible for 
$500 to $5,500. See efficiencymaine.com for details.

Weatherization rebates from $500 to $9,600*

Sudanese-American Artists Featured 
in Film & Conversation

PORTLAND, ME 
(March 18, 2022) – On 
Mon. April 4, Revolution 
from Afar will be avail-
able to stream virtually on 
the WORLD Channel, and 
will broadcast on Maine 
Public Television Thurs. 
April 7 at 9 p.m. and Sat. 
April 9 at 2 p.m. The pro-
gram partners will then host 
a free community conversa-
tion virtually on Mon. April 
11 at 8 p.m. with the film’s 
director, Bentley Brown, art-
ist Khadega Mohammed and 
Portland based poet, Nyamu-
on “Moon” Nguany Machar. 
Moderator Hana Baba, of 
NPR’s KALW, will engage 
the panel with questions of 
identity, art, activism, and 
the work of individual and 
communal efficacy. To join 
the online discussion, sign 
up at MIFF.org/Revolution.

 These events are 
produced by Black Public 
Media and WORLD Chan-
nel’s AfroPoP: The Ultimate 
Cultural Exchange, which 
is distributed and co-pre-
sented by American Pub-
lic Television; Indigo Arts 
Alliance’s Indigo Picks se-
ries; the Maine Public Film 
Series; and the Maine Film 
Center. 

Revolution from Afar
Not rated, 60 minutes, 

in English and in Arabic 
with English subtitles. 

In 2019, after protests 
across Sudan led to the fall 
of 30-year dictator Omar 
al-Bashir, the military took 
over and shut down the In-
ternet, leaving those abroad 
to voice a plea for peaceful 
transition to civilian govern-
ment. An ocean away, Su-
danese-American poets and 
musicians, whose families 
left Sudan for America in de-
cades past, gathered in major 
American cities to perform 
in support of the revolution. 
At the heart of the film is a 
conversation around identi-

ty, belonging, and the uncer-
tain future of Sudan, from 
which they have been physi-
cally cut off. 

“Sparking a Revolu-
tion from Within” Panel-
ists 

Documentary filmmak-
er Bentley Brown moved 
as a child with his family 
from the United States to 
Chad, where he began mak-
ing films. His filmography, 
largely in Arabic and French, 
revolves around third cul-
ture identity, disidentifica-
tion, and belonging, and 
includes Oustaz (Berlinale 
2016), First Feature (IF-
FRotterdam 2019) and Rev-
olution From Afar (Africa 
Movie Academy Awards 
nominee 2020).  

Hana Baba is a radio 
journalist - the longtime 
host of Crosscurrents - the 
award-winning weeknight 
newsmagazine on NPR sta-
tion KALW in San Francis-
co. She is also co-creator and 
co-host of The Stoop pod-
cast  from Radiotopia that 
tells stories from across the 
Black Diaspora. Her stories 

also appear on NPR, PRI’s 
The World, BBC and more. 
A Sudanese American, Hana 
enjoys exploring cultural 
intersections, and diaspora 
life. She regularly speaks at 
audio and podcasting con-
ferences and is passionate 
about teaching journalism in 
underrepresented communi-
ties. 

Nyamuon “Moon” 
Nguany Machar is an advo-
cate for disproportionate and 
minority youth in the mental 
health field. She works as a 
teacher for the Telling Room 
in Portland, Maine, a writ-
ing program that provides 
young people the space and 
skills needed to begin carv-
ing room for their voices. 
As a spoken word poet, she 
works to motivate others to 
find strength in their voices 
through creative means. She 
is the recipient of the Rising 
Advocate award from the 
Bazelon Center in Washing-
ton, DC and the Diaspora 
Award from the Luol Deng 
Foundation for her advocacy 
work around South Sudan. 

Khadega Moham-
med is a spoken word artist, 
community organizer, and 
Sudanese immigrant fea-
tured in Revolution from 
Afar. A prolific voice, she 
is the founder of the UNfil-
tered Discussion Series, a 
youth-led program aimed at 
fostering real, honest, and 
open discussions surround-
ing controversial topics in 
the community.
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Funtimes Kids Entertainment

(207)-740-3372

Call Today to reserve a Bouncer 
for your next Party!

Committee Unanimously Supports Proposals from Sens. Claxton, 
Curry to Reform and Strengthen Maine’s Child Welfare System

AUGUSTA, ME 
(February 24, 2022) — 
On Thursday, the Legisla-
ture’s Health and Humans 
Services Committee voted 
in favor of a bill from Sen. 
Ned Claxton, D-Auburn, 
to improve Maine’s child 
welfare system. LD 1960, 
“An Act To Make Chang-
es to the Laws Governing 
the Child Welfare Services 
Ombudsman Program,” 
received bipartisan, unan-
imous support from mem-
bers present. The commit-
tee also included in the bill 
a key provision and many 
other elements from a bill 
sponsored by Sen. Chip 
Curry, D-Belfast, LD 
1755, “An Act To Enhance 
the Child Welfare Om-
budsman Program.” 

“Like so many par-
ents across Maine, I’ve 
mourned the recent child 
deaths in our state. As a 
legislator, it’s been incred-

ibly frustrating to see our 
child protective services 
fail to protect so many 
children. With the passage 
of these provisions that 
further empower the om-
budsman’s office I believe 
we are taking significant 
steps to strengthen Maine’s 
child welfare system,” said 
Sen. Curry. “I am grateful 
for the committee’s strong 
support of these measures. 
Though our work certain-
ly isn’t done yet, this is an 
important step forward in 
protecting all Maine chil-
dren.” 

“When a child dies, 
the whole state mourns. 
When a child dies from a 
preventable, violent event, 
the state must step in to 
ensure it never happens 
again,” said Sen. Claxton, 
who serves as chair of the 
Health and Human Ser-
vices Committee. “Maine 
lawmakers rose to action, 

to help protect our kids. 
I’m glad that we’re mov-
ing forward with these 
much-needed reforms.” 

LD 1960 would 
make a variety of chang-
es to strengthen the Child 
Welfare Services Ombuds-
man’s Program, including 
improved staffing, funding 
and employment benefits; 
ensuring the program can 
provide input and recom-
mendations to the Depart-
ment of Health and Human 
Services as well as the 
Legislature; and allowing 
the program to provide 
direct support to people 
and families involved 
with the state’s child wel-
fare services. The bill also 
would require DHHS to 
give advance notice to the 
ombudsman of any policy 
changes affecting child 
welfare services, and to 
notify the ombudsman of 
certain child deaths. 

The key provision 
added to LD 1960 from 
LD 1755 would include 
the ombudsman as a mem-
ber of the child death and 
serious injury review pan-
el, to ensure the program 
can provide more informed 
and thorough oversight of 
child welfare services. 

In 2021, 708 inqui-
ries were reported to the 
Ombudsman Program, 
which is an increase of 91 
from 2020, and 66 percent 
of those were for children 
8 years old or younger. 
During 2021, the Ombuds-
man opened 95 cases, and 
of those 84 were closed by 
the end of 2021. Out of the 
84 cases closed that year, 
42 had substantial issues. 

Four Maine children, 
all younger than four years 
old, died between May 31 
and June 20, 2021. This in-
cludes three-year-old Mad-
dox Williams of Stockton 

Springs, who passed away 
after being brought to the 
hospital by his mother and 
grandmother. His moth-
er, Jessica Williams, has 
been charged with murder. 
Reporting has described 
Maddox’s injuries as well 
as shock by neighbors that 
he was left in his mother’s 
care. OCFS involvement 
has not been made pub-
lic. This comes less than 
three years after the death 
of Marissa Kennedy, also 
of Stockton Springs, who 
died from abuse and ne-
glect in her family home 
after 25 reports from 
school employees, neigh-
bors, and medical profes-
sionals with concerns for 
her wellbeing. 

In July 2021, two 
long-serving members 
of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Maine Child 
Welfare Services Om-
budsman resigned their 

positions. Their resigna-
tion letter spelled out the 
reason for their resigna-
tions as a frustration in 
the lack of needed reform 
in Maine’s child welfare 
systems, leaving children 
at risk of harm and abuse. 

In its 2020 annual 
report, the Ombudsman’s 
office details how the Of-
fice of Child and Family 
Services (OCFS) contin-
ues to struggle to fully 
protect Maine children in 
two key areas. The Om-
budsman found that OCFS 
struggles with determin-
ing the safety of a child 
in the home during initial 
investigations. The Office 
also struggles to make in-
formed decisions about 
if it is safe to reunify the 
children with his or her 
parents. 

LD 1960 now faces 
votes before the Senate 
and House.

New Leadership at Auburn Recreation 

AUBURN, ME 
(March 10, 2022) -- Au-
burn’s Recreation Depart-
ment has new leadership, 
and their wealth of experi-
ence and commitment make 
them a winning team. 

In December of 2021, 
the city named Jeremy Gat-
comb as Director and Dawna 
Daigle as Deputy Director of 
the Recreation Department. 

“I am proud to have 
Jeremy and Dawna leading 
our recreation efforts,” said 
City Manager Phil Crowell. 
“We have built some great 
momentum – and a strong 
reputation - for our events 
and programming in Auburn 
in recent years. These two 

bring experience and enthu-
siasm to what they are doing, 
and residents should expect 
great things from Auburn 
Rec in the years to come.” 

Gatcomb, who began 
working for the city in 2010, 
has a bachelor’s degree in 
Sports Management from 
Daniel Webster College. He 
was first hired as Auburn’s 
recreation program leader, 
overseeing adult and youth 
sports, special events and 
facility rentals. When In-
gersoll Turf Facility opened 
in 2015, he became general 
manager. In 2018, recreation 
superintendent was added to 
his title, and he took respon-
sibility of day-to-day facility 

operations and supervision 
of full-time recreation staff. 

“I’m excited to lead 
this department and proud to 
serve this community,” said 
Gatcomb, who has worked 
in the sport/recreation field 
professionally since 2006. “I 
have spent my entire profes-
sional life in the recreation 
world, and I love serving 
residents of all ages. From 1 
to 100, seeing the smiles on 
their faces when they partic-
ipate in our programs is one 
of the most rewarding things 
for me,” he added. 

Auburn’s new deputy 
director of recreation shares 
Gatcomb’s love of com-
munity. Dawna Daigle first 
joined the Auburn Recre-
ation team in 2011, when she 
was hired – by Gatcomb - as 
a camp counselor. She spent 
six years working part-time 
at rec camp and on various 
sports programs and in 2017, 
she was hired as a full-time 
recreation specialist. Daigle 
holds a bachelor’s degree in 
Exercise Science (with mi-

nors in Physical Education 
and Sports Management) 
from Florida Southern Col-
lege, as well as a Master of 
Science from Northeastern 
University in Leadership in 
Social Change and Sport. 

“I was born and raised 
in New Auburn, so my 
love for this city started at 
a young age,” said Daigle. 
“Growing up in Auburn and 
participating in rec programs 
myself are the main reasons 
my dedication and loyalty 
to this community are so 
strong. I am super excited 
for this new leadership role.” 

Daigle says that her 
focus will be on improving 
part-time staffing, policy and 
procedure updates, and over-
all program improvements. 
“I want to hear from our pa-
trons and get their insight on 
how we can do even better. I 
want Auburn to be the heart 
of recreation in Maine.” 

“Our staff here is 
amazing and they make it 
possible for us to offer a di-
verse variety of exceptional 

programs and events, not 
only for Auburn residents, 
but surrounding commu-
nities as well,” added Gat-
comb. “There is a strong 
‘team’ feeling here and a 
real passion for everything 

that we do. That, combined 
with the investments Auburn 
has made – and continues to 
make - in facilities, fields, 
courts, and infrastructure 
will help make this city a 
recreation destination.”
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1-877-402-1909
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Call Inogen Today To 
Request Your FREE Info Kit

One solution for oxygen at 
home, away, and for travel
Introducing the INOGEN ONE
It’s oxygen therapy on your terms

No more tanks to re� ll. No more deliveries. No 
more hassles with travel. The INOGEN ONE 
portable oxygen concentrator is designed to 

provide unparalleled freedom for oxygen 
therapy users. It’s small, lightweight, clinically 
proven for stationary and portable use, 
during the day and at night, and can go 
virtually anywhere — even on most 
airlines. Inogen accepts Medicare and 
many private insurances!

Reclaim Your 
Freedom And
Independence NOW!

Lakeside Norway Donates to 
Cancer Resource Center  

NORWAY, ME 
(March 10, 2022) -- The 
Cancer Resource Center 
of Western Maine has re-
ceived a $1,000 donation 
from Lakeside Norway, 
the proceeds of the holiday 
tree auction and wreath 
sale they held in Decem-
ber. 

Throughout Novem-
ber, the Cancer Resource 
Center sold personalized 
ornaments which were 
then hung on the large ev-
ergreen tree located on the 
CB Cummings Landing 
at Lakeside Norway for a 
special tree lighting. Over 
50 people attended.   

“We are grateful to 
Jason and the other part-
ners of Lakeside Norway 
for this generous dona-

tion which brings the total 
amount raised from the 
Ornament & Tree Lighting 
Event to $2600.  Hanging 
ornaments gave people a 
way to honor a loved one, 
remember those who had 
passed, or express a bit of 
holiday cheer.”
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Day’s Jewelers Hires 
New VP of Finance

(February 24, 2022) 
-- Day’s Jewelers is pleased 
to announce the addition 
of a new team member to 
their executive committee. 
David Gilman has recently 
joined the Day’s Jewelers 
team as Vice President of 
Finance. Gilman holds a 
bachelor’s degree in Ac-
counting and Business 
Administration and brings 
an impressive history of 
finance management to the 
role.

Gilman’s history in 
finance includes previous-
ly serving as the chief fi-
nancial officer for Tempus 
Jets, where he financially 
restructured the private 
side of the company, suc-
cessfully delivering it from 
the brink of bankruptcy. 
Additionally, Gilman has 
served as the CFO for 
Mainetoday Media, Inc. 
Mainetoday Media is the 
parent company for several 
local newspapers including 
the Portland Press Herald, 
Kennebec Journal, and the 
Morning Sentinel. 

As the VP of Finance 
at Day’s Jewelers, Gilman 
will oversee the informa-
tion technology depart-
ment and internal consum-
er credit department and 
will be responsible for 
Day’s Jewelers’ facility 
leasing and bank relation-
ships, among a variety of 
other responsibilities.

In regards to his de-
cision to join the Day’s 
team, Gilman says, “After 
spending years away from 

the family-owned atmo-
sphere, meeting the Coreys 
reinvigorated my desire 
to work alongside people 
who are passionate about 
their product and their 
colleagues as opposed to 
‘making the quick buck’...
There are many great 
things to come here, and 
I am honored to be a part 
of the team that will make 
it all happen. We have just 
scratched the surface of our 
impact on the industry, and 
I couldn’t be more excited 
to continue the vision of 
building a company that 
stands the test of time.”

In addition to Gil-
man’s position as the VP 
of Finance, he will be serv-
ing as a trustee on the new 
board of trustees for Days’ 
Employee Stock Owner-
ship Plan. On November 
1, 2021, Day’s Jewelers 
became a 100% employ-
ee-owned company when 
Kathy and Jeff Corey sold 
all shares to Day’s Jewel-
ers Employee Stock Own-
ership Plan and Trust. Gil-
man, along with Richard 
Mendelson, Jeff Corey, and 
Kathy Corey will oversee 
the stock and represent the 
Day’s employees.

Gilman’s extensive 
experience, as well as his 
kind and considerate per-
sonality, have already made 
him a valuable asset and a 
wonderful member of the 
Day’s family and Day’s is 
thrilled to see what where 
his knowledge will be able 
to take the company.

Send all items for
Names & Faces
to the editor.
Deadline is

Friday by five pm.
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ACCOUNTANT

CHIROPRACTOR

PRINTING

Family Chiropractic Center

1485 Lisbon Street, Lewiston

207.783.0078
www.familychirome.com



Experience Life

23 Goldthwaite Rd. 
Auburn, ME 04210

PO Box 715 
Lewiston, ME 04243

AUBURN SELF STORAGE, LLC

PHONE 376-3325  

Auburn 207-783-9111   Norway 207-743-7777
AustinPA.com

Your Financial Team

SHIPPING

SELF STORAGE

Computer Diagnostics • Yokohama Tires
Repairs • Alignments • Inspection Station

Gas • Clear K1 • Tune-ups • Brakes • Batteries

260 S. Main St., Auburn • 782-9144 

Dan & Don Poisson
dfpoisson@aol.com

Poisson & Sons 
Auto Care Center, Inc.

The Only Full-Service Gas Station in Auburn!

AUTO CARE

PAINTING

9 N. River Road in Auburn ~ www.AuburnGoinPostal.com ~ 784-9900

MARINE SERVICES

Locally Owned

Marine Service

237 Lewiston Road • Topsham, ME 04086 • (207) 725-5997
www.pontesmarine.com

American 
Builders

Call 207-500-8100
For FREE Estimates

Quality Work with References Available

Custom Building & Remodeling

Fully Insured • 5 Year Workmanship Warranty

Call Tyler
500-8100

Finish Carpenter

CONTRACTORS

Interiors • Exteriors
Free Estimates

WADE J. LIBBY
WJLibbyPainting@gmail.com

Drywall Repair
Pressure Washing

CELL: 207.210.0605

FREE DELIVERY L/A

777-1520
www.sweetpeafloraldesignsme.com

Sweet Pea Des igns
FLOWER SHOPPE

FLOWER SHOPPE

PHOTOGRAPHY WEB HOSTING

CD’S

Executive Portraits • Business photographs • Videos

Bell Studios, Inc.

PHOTOGRAPHY

MASONRY
Jason Hodsdon

JasonHodsdonMasonry@gmail.com

Masonry • Culture Stones
Chimneys • Chimney Cleaning

Repointing & Repairs
Restoration

Stainless Steel Liners

North Monmouth
(207) 215-3557

Fully Insured 
Free Estimates

20+ Years of Experience

Business Directory

Contact us today for possible openings in our 
business directory! Info@TwinCitytimes.com.

Locally Owned
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AUBURN
746 Center Street

Auburn Movie Hotline   — 786-8605
DOORS OPEN AT:

12:00pm

VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR 
CALL THE HOTLINE AT 

786-8605 
FOR SHOWTIMES

WWW.FLAGHIPCINEMAS.COM

Mar. 24
L E W I S -

TON—5-7pm The Lew-
iston High School Expan-
sion Committee is pleased 
to invite you to the Open-
ing Ceremony of Lewis-
ton High School’s new D 
wing, featuring new vi-
sual and performing arts 
classrooms. We are more 
than pleased to share the 
outcome of the hard work 
and efforts of so many peo-
ple and hope you can join 
us Thursday, March 24th 
from 5-7 pm (Snow date 
March 31st) at Lewiston 
High School. The commu-
nity open house and cele-
bration will include light 
refreshments from The 
Green Ladle and live per-
formances by our students 
as well as artwork from 
both students and alums. 
Tours of the new wing will 
also be available follow-
ing a brief ceremony and 
ribbon cutting. We hope 
you can join us so we can 
show our appreciation for 
the community’s support 
in making this all possi-
ble.  We know you will be 
amazed at the improved 
facilities for our arts pro-
grams as well as the addi-
tion of several classrooms, 
a grand entrance and new 
administrative offices.

Mar. 26
AUBURN -- 4:30 

– 6:30pm Public Supper, 
6th Street Congregation-
al Church, 109 6th Street, 
Auburn, ME 04210

2 kinds of beans, 2 
kinds of hot dogs, cole-
slaw, mac and cheese, 
American chop suey, Chili, 
biscuits, brown bread, 
beverages, and deserts. 
Adults- $9; Children (6-
12)- $5. Phone: 207-576-
1331; 207-740-2741; 207-
782-7517

Mar. 26
GRAY -- Takeout 

Bean Supper - First Con-
gregational Church of 
Gray. You MUST order in 
advance. Contact Carol at 
650-9093

and let her know your 
name, phone number, how 
many meals you want, 
and choice of pie.  Cut off 
for reservations will be 
Wednesday, March 23 at 
2:00 P. M. Please park at 
the Parish House, 5 Brown 
St. and enter the Parish 
House by the Front Door.  
Meals are single-sized 
and are $10.00 each. Pick 
up time is 4:30 to 5:30 P. 
M.  Please pay at time of 
pick up. Menu - Baked Pea 
Beans, 2  Red Hot Dogs, 
Coleslaw, Biscuit, and 
choice of Apple or Blue-
berry pie. Face masks and 
Social distancing required. 
Remember, Cut off for res-
ervations will be Wednes-
day March 23!

Mar. 26
BUXTON -- Had-

dock Supper Buffet - Sat-
urday, March 26, 2022 
- 5:00 pm at Living 
Waters Church, Park-
er Farm Road, Buxton. 
Suggested dona-
tion: $8 Adult, 
$4 Child, $20 Family
.Please note: We will offer 
the option of takeout con-
tainers for those who do 
not want to come inside for 
seating. Wearing of face 
masks for those who are 
not vaccinated is suggest-
ed. Hand sanitizer is avail-
able for those who wish to 
use it.

Mar. 28
GORHAM -- 5:30pm 

Finance Committee Meet-
ing TBD

Mar. 29
LEWISTON -- 5:30 

PM – 7:00 PM, on Zoom, 
Lewiston Public Library: 
MAINE STATE MUSE-
UM LISTENING TOUR 
AT LPL The Maine State 
Museum is seeking com-
munity input to find the 
stories and broader themes 

that resonate with and 
reflect the many voices, 
interests, and identities of 
the people of Maine. There 
will be a series of discus-
sions in different commu-
nities across the state from 
which the participants’ 
responses will inform the 
museum’s ongoing work. 
The Lewiston Public Li-
brary will be hosting one 
of these virtual discussions 
so that the people of Lew-
iston have an opportunity 
to weigh in. Free. Space 
is limited - registration is 
required. 513-3135; www.
LPLonline.org

Ap. 2
GORHAM – 9am 

-noon Cressey Road 
Church has opened a 
Clothes Closet for those 
in need. Mission of Hope 
Clothes Closet, Cressey 
Road Church, 81 Cressey 
Road, Gorham.

Ap. 2
ZOOM – 10:00 AM 

– 11:30 AM. Keynote 
Address: “Developing 
Youth Leadership through 
Model United Nations: A 
Conversation with Yanina 
Nicless Facilitated by Bret 
Bergst.” Yanina Nicless, a 
riveting speaker, is the for-
mer Maine Model UN Sec-
retary General and USM 
graduate from Ukraine. 
This event is sponsored by 
the Maine Chapter of The 
United Nations Associa-
tion of the United States of 
America during its annual 
meeting. FMI go to our 
website: unamaine.org.

Ap. 2
GORHAM -- 

Bean Supper To Go. 
Pre-order Required 
White Rock Communi-
ty Clubhouse, 34 Wilson 
Road, Gorham. Saturday, 
April 2,  4:30-5:30pm. $20 
for double or $10 for single 

orders. Meal includes kid-
ney & pea beans, coleslaw, 
potato salad, macaroni & 
cheese, biscuits, hot dogs 
and a dessert bar. Please, 
pre-order by Wednesday, 
March 30.  Call Fran at 
892-9521.

Ap. 4
GORHAM -- 8:30am 

Gorham Village Alliance 
Meeting Conference Room 
A 

Ap. 4
GORHAM -- 7pm 

Planning Board Meeting 
Council Chambers April 
5 6:30pm Regular Town 
Council Meeting Council 
Chambers 

Ap. 6
LEWISTON –6pm 

The Ladies of St Anne 
Sodality of Holy Family 
Parish are planning their 
Annual Card Party to be 
held on April 6, at 6 PM. at 
the Church Parish Hall 607 
Sabattus St. Doors will be 
opened at 5:30 PM. Please 
use the back entrance. 
Tickets are $5. and may be 
purchased by contacting 
any board member or call-
ing Anita at 782-4516.

The deadline for tick-
ets is April 1, 2022. There 
will be Gift Raffles, Door 
Prizes and 50/50. Re-
freshments will be served. 
Masking optional.

Ap. 6, Ap. 13
LEWISTON -- 

3:30PM, Lewiston Pub-
lic Library, MAKE ART 
WITH ARTVAN ArtVan 
will be providing an in-per-
son hands-on creative art 
program in the Children’s 
Department of the Lew-
iston Public Library for 
children ages 5-14 (ages 
5-8 must be accompanied 
by an adult) for selfexpres-
sion, personal growth, and 
fun. Free. All art supplies 
will be provided. 513-
3133; www.LPLonline.org

Apr. 7, 8, 9, 10, 14, 
15, 16, 17

Community Little 
Theatre (CLT) presents Di-
saster!, a new musical com-
edy with hit songs from the 

1970s and plot elements 
reminiscent of disaster 
cult films. Performances 
at 7:30 p.m. on April 7, 8, 
9, 14, 15, and 16; and at 
2:00 p.m. on April 10 and 
17. Call 207-783-0958 
or visit BOX OFFICE 
| laclt-1 for tickets and 
information. Please vis-
it at https://www.laclt.com/
covid-19-protocols for in-
formation on safety proto-
cols. 

Ap. 9
GORHAM -- Spring 

Vendor/Craft Fair, White 
Rock Grange #380, 33 
Wilson Road, Gorham. 
Saturday, April 9, 2022 
9am -2pm

Over 2 dozen craft-
ers and vendors are com-
ing together offering items 
for Easter, Mother’s Day, 
Hostess Gift, Just Be-
cause Gifts and more. Fol-
low us on Facebook for 
more details: https://www.
facebook.com/whiterock-
grange380/

Ap. 9
GORHAM -- 9am 

– 2pm Town Council FY 
2022-23 Budget Workshop 
with Department Manag-
ers Council Chambers 

Ap. 12
GORHAM -- 7pm 

Conservation Commission 
Meeting Conference Room 
A April 13 7pm School 
Committee Meeting Coun-
cil Chambers 

Ap. 18
GORHAM -- 6pm 

Planning Board Meeting 
Council Chambers 

Ap. 19
GORHAM -- 8am 

Ordinance Committee 
Meeting Conference Room 
A 

Ap. 19
GORHAM -- 6:30pm 

Town Council Workshop 
Council Chambers 

Ap. 20
GORHAM -- 8am 

Gorham Economic Devel-
opment Corporation Meet-
ing Conference Room A 

Ap. 21
GORHAM -- 4pm 

Ecomaine Board of Direc-
tors Meeting TBD 

Ap. 21
GORHAM -- 6:30pm 

Tentative Recurring Board 
of Appeals Meeting Coun-
cil Chambers 

Ap. 21
GORHAM -- 6:30pm 

Tentative Recurring CIP 
Meeting TBD May 2 7pm 
Planning Board Meeting 
Council Chambers 

May 3
GORHAM -- 6:30pm 

Regular Town Council 
Meeting Council Cham-
bers 

May 10
GORHAM -- 6:30pm 

Town Council FY 2022-
23 Budget Workshop with 
School Department Coun-
cil Chambers
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Classified Ads

❏ Visa        ❏ Master Card 
Card #                        

Exp. date  ____/____ Signature _____________________________
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Category: __________________________________________

Headline: ___________________________________________

Ad Info:

Send check or credit card info with completed form to: 
twin city timeS, 9 north river road, #232 auburn, me 04210

or info@twincitytimeS.com  

$10  
40 Words!up 

to 

Per
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Each additional word 25¢

Number of Weeks to Run:
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on back

Send payment with completed form to our
 bookkeeping office:  9 N. River Road #232

Auburn, ME 04210 or email it to us!

AUTOMOBILE 
STORAGE

Seeking Classic 
Car Storage

Got unused garage bay?
I’m looking for year-round 
storage for a classic car. 
My preference is a location 
near the center of Gorham. 
Please text or leave a 
message: 207 415-2463.

BURIAL 
PLOTS

Gracelawn Burial Plots
Two  bu r i a l  p l o t s  a t 
Grace lawn Memor ia l 
C e m e t a r y,  A u b u r n . 
Perpetual care. Room 
for 2 caskets or 4 urns. 
Gracelawn’s price $1,700. 
Our price $1,400. Plots 
sold together. Plots can 
be exchanged for any 2 
available plots in cemetery. 
Call 751-1429, 776-8453

BUSINESSES   
FOR SALE

Working small engine/
outdoor Power equipment 

business. 
Parts inventory B&S, 
Kohler, Tecumseh, MTD, 
Ariens, Toro and more.
Specia l  tools and 
equ ipment .  Good 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o 
expand or add to your 
business. Call Glen 
207-655-4635 daytime 
for more information.

CARPENTRY
Morse Carpentry ESTD 
1977 Remodeling and 
New Builds, Jobs big 
and small, we do them 
all!
(207) 210-2295 Office 
(207) 838-9703 Cell. 

CLEANERS
CC Island Cleaning 
Company. Seasonal, 
A i r  B&B ,  home s . 
Cleaning with care. 
Call for a quote. Denise 
(207) 420-4952. 

ESTATE 
SALE

Estate - Garage
Safe environment - one 
sel ler with mask and 
gloves. By appointment 
only. One to two people. 
We maintain ten feet 
apart. Two bedroom sets, 

double and queen - wicker 
5 pieces - Bench with 
microfiber cushion. Two 
living room chairs. All plus 
more. All priced low for 
quick sale. (207) 883-0808

FOR SALE
Wood boiler – Must go! 
$2,500.
Alternate heating car-
bon steel wood boiler. 
Purchased in 1996 for 
$6,800. New door seal, 
bricks, blanket, and 
silicone card bead. In-
cludes cycle timer and 
plumb fittings. 1,400#. 
Model E100 wood gun. 
Can be lifted directly 
into your trailer.
GORHAM. (207) 222-
2755.

HAIR         
SERVICES

Hair at Home! Can’t get 
out to the hair salon? We’ll 
come to you anywhere 
in the L/A area! We offer 
services in the privacy 
of your own home. Great 
rates. 
Excellent service. Call 
cell phone 754-9805 or 
782-1271.

HEALTH &    
FITNESS

DO YOU HAVE CHRONIC KNEE 
OR BACK PAIN? 

If you have insurance, 
you may qualify for the 
perfect brace at little to no 
cost. Get yours today! Call 
1-800-217-0504.

I WOULD 
LIKE TO BUY 
YOUR HOME
I purchase in any con-
dition, AS-IS. I can 
close in as little as 21 
days. Not a realtor. 
No realtor fees and I 
pay all typical closing 
costs. Call for a has-
sle-free, all cash offer. 
Ben 207-200-6071.

MEDICAL 
EQUIPMENT

207-375-4627
Aluminum walkers 2 wheels 
folds $20 each. 1–3-wheel 
walker folds $60.

2 wheelchairs $75 each. 1 
Transport chair new $100. 

Extra wide walker 4 wheels 
seat, hand brakes, and 
basket $100. Several canes 
@ $10 each.

PAINTING
Stepladder Enterprise 

Painting Co.
Interior & Exterior. 

D r y w a l l  re p a i r,  p a i n t 
and wallpaper. Pressure 
washing. Insured. 20+ years 
in business 207-786-9849.

SENIORS
In Home Care

Visit ing Angels – non-
m e d i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e 
living. Serving Lewiston/
Auburn and surrounding 
areas.  Providing l ight 
housekeeping, meal prep, 
personal care, errands/
outings. Call for FREE in-
home consultation. (207) 
740-9100. 

LEWISTON SENIOR 
CITIZENS TRIPS 

FOR 2022
WASHINGTON, D.C. - 

APRIL 7 - 13, 2022 Trip 
includes 7 days and 
6 nights - 10 meals - 
Two guided tours of 
Washington, D.C. me-
morials.  Evening guid-
ed tour of Memorials 
and Monuments. Ad-
mission to New Bible 
Museum.  Tram ride 
through Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery and 
so much more. Price 
is  $749.00 per per-
son double occupan-
cy with a $75.00 due 
upon signing.

N A S H V I L L E 
SHOW TRIP - JUNE 11-
19, 2022 Trip includes 
9 days and 8 nights 
-  14 meals - Grand Ole 
Opry Show - Nashville 
Nightlife Dinner Theater 
- Guided tours of Nash-
ville and Belle Meade 
Historic Site & Win-
ery.  Admission to the 
Grand Ole Opry behind 
the Scenes Tour. Price 
is $1,025. per person 
double occupancy with 
a $75.00 deposit due 
upon signing.

MACKINAC IS-

LAND - SEPTEMBER 10 
- 18, 2022  Trip includes 
9 days and 8 nights - 14 
meals - Guided tour of 
Mackinaw City - Visit to 
Mackinaw City.  Visit to 
Mackinac Island includ-
ing a guided Carriage 
Tour.  Boat ride through 
the Soo Locks and free 
time and sightseeing 
in Sault Sainte Marie.  
Admission to Colonial 
Michillmackinac.    Price 
is $899.00 per person 
double occupancy with 
a $75.00 deposit due 
upon signing.

WHITE MOUNTAIN 
HOTEL AND RESORT - 
DECEMBER 4 & 5, 2022 
-Trip includes 1 night 
lodging - 3 meals (Grand 
Sunday Brunch) - 2 dif-
ferent entertainment 
shows, Austrian Sleigh 
Ride through Jackson 
Village, Chocolate Tour, 
shopping and much 
more. $100.00 deposit 
due upon signing. Total 
price not available at 
this time. 
Fo r  ques t ions  and 
detai led information 

on these trips, please 
call:Claire - 207-784-
0302 or Cindy- 207- 345-
9569.

WOOD
Firewood

16 inch cut and split dry 
hardwood. Three pallets 
$375 – approximately 
one cord. Six pal lets 
$600 – approximately 
two cords. Free kindling. 
Dun Roamin Tree Farm 
LLC,  75 Dyer  Road, 
Lewiston. Call Ed (207) 
577-5878.
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DIRECT SUPPORT PROFESSIONALS NEEDED
Full-time in Auburn starting at $16 per hour!

• Career Advancement Opportunities
• Student Loan Assistance 

• Tuition Reimbursement • Generous Paid Time Off 
• Verizon & Sprint Cell Phone Discounts

Please visit www.suprwink.org/careers to learn more!
(207) 871-1211 x2209 or e-mail recruitment@spurwink.org

Robotics Team Takes 1st at Pine Tree 
District FIRST Robotics Competition

LEWISTON, ME 
(March 18, 2022) -- Lew-
iston Regional Technical 
Center’s very own robot-
ics team, LRTC 8023, 
went into the competition 
at Thomas College in Wa-
terville as underdogs and 
came out as champions.

Team LRTC 8023 with their robot. From left to right: Ahmed Hussein, Omar Osman, Jacob 
Willette and Chance Tuttle.

Team members from 
LRTC 8023 have been 
working tirelessly from 
the ground up and have 
spent hours among hours 
after school for months to 
get their robot ready for its 
first competition of the sea-
son. Their robot was coded 

from scratch, can climb 
using mechanical advan-
tages and no electrical, 
can move autonomously, 
and is strong and power-
ful enough to move other 
robots out of the way with 
ease.  

The Pine Tree Dis-

Team LRTC 8023 from left to right: Alan Graves, Jacob 
Willette, Toby Roy, Omar Osman, Chance Tuttle, Ahmed 
Hussein, and Kathy County. Not pictured from the team: 
Alex Willette, Jeremy Randall and Matthew Ashton

trict FIRST Robotics Com-
petition held at the Alfond 
Athletic Center at Thomas 
College ran from March 
11th until March 13th. 
There were 26 teams from 
all over New England com-
peting. After competing 
in battles all day Saturday 
and with hard work and de-
termination they made it to 
the finals. With two more 
hard fought battles on 
Sunday, LRTC 8023 and 
its alliance were crowned 
champions. “They worked 
hard, showed up and had 
what it took to show what 
a true underdog can do,” 
LRTC Student Services 
Support Kelsey Poliquin 
said.

The LRTC 8023 
team now ranked 21 in all 
of New England. LRTC 
Trade Works instructor 
Alan Graves and Lewiston 
High School Social Stud-
ies teacher Kathy County 
served as lead mentors for 
the team.

The full team consists 
of lead mentors, Kathy 
County and Alan Graves; 
mentors Jeremy Randall, 
Alex and Jacob Willette, 
and Toby Roy; team mem-
bers Ahmed Hussein, Omar 
Osman, Chance Tuttle and 
Matthew Ashton.


