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Women’s Club 
Annual Virtual 5k Art
& Wine Community
Event June 26 – July 3
SEE PAGE 4

Opera San José 
concludes season 
with West Side Story
April 16 – May 1
SEE PAGE 13

End to rent relief nears
Protection from 

evictions disappears April 1
– SEE PAGE 10

Santa Clara
County Board
of Supervisors
terminates
county 
relationships
with Russia

T
he Santa Clara County
Board of Supervisors
today took a strong stand

to condemn Russia’s brutal and
unprovoked invasion of Ukraine
by voting unanimously to ter‐
minate the County’s relation‐
ship with the governments of
the region of Moscow, Russia
and the City of Moscow.

“What we are saying is that
our government can’t work with
you until your government is
treating humanity with the kind
of dignity and respect that we
all deserve,” said Supervisor
Cindy Chavez.

Santa Clara County has had a
sister county relationship with
Moscow since 1994. The Coun‐
ty also has sister county rela‐
tionships with Florence, Italy
and Hsinchu County, Taiwan,
Republic of China. During
today’s meeting Supervisor
Chavez asked the County staff
to explore establishing a rela‐
tionship with an appropriate
jurisdiction in Ukraine.

“We ought to be thinking
about how we can create and
extend a partnership in a more
formal way with Ukraine,” said
Chavez.

SEE OUR LISTINGS OF LOCAL REALTORS, CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING AND HOME IMPROVEMENT ADVERTISEMENTS INSIDE THE BACK COVER

A
lmaden Valley Community
Association (AVCA) will hold
an in‐person and live stream‐

ing event on April 11 at 7 p.m. to
introduce the primary candidates
for San Jose Mayor to voters in
Almaden Valley.

“This is our first in‐person meet‐
ing since Santa Clara County put in
place COVID‐19 restrictions,” said
Shiraz Kotadia, president of AVCA.
“It’s important that our community
has the chance to meet the candi‐
dates for San Jose Mayor in person
and to see how they respond to ques‐
tions.

We look forward to welcoming our
members and other residents of
Almaden Valley to this open forum.”

The four leading candidates for

Mayor have confirmed their atten‐
dance:
• Cindy Chavez, County Supervisor
• Dev Davis, City Councilmember
• Matt Mahan, City Councilmember

• Raul Peralez, City Councilmember
After a moderated discussion, vot‐

ers will have the opportunity to sub‐
mit written questions for the candi‐
dates. Topics are expected to include

rising homelessness, increased crime,
soaring inflation, structural budget
deficits, shortages of affordable hous‐
ing, trash‐filled streets, rising rents,
and the on‐going drought.

The forum will be held at the West‐
gate Church South Hills Campus,
6601 Camden Avenue. The doors
will open at 6:30 pm and the forum
will begin at 7 p.m. 

Since 1961, AVCA has brought
Mayors, Councilmembers, County
Supervisors, District Attorneys and
other government officials to speak
to Almaden residents.  

Details on the streaming portion
of the AVCA event are available on
the organization’s website and Face‐
book page: https://www.avcasj.org ;
https://www.facebook.com/avcasj

Almaden’s Leland
604 Robotics Team
wins San Francisco
Regional competition 
Leland Robotics Team also wins
‘The Innovation in Control Award’

By Helen Arrington 
Special to the Times

A
lmaden’s Leland High School’s 604 Quixil‐
ver Robotics Team won the San Francisco
Regional competition at St. Ignatius College

Preparatory on March 20. This is the team’s 21st
season participating in the FIRST program. 

A field of 41 high school teams competed at the
event including teams from Brazil and Turkey.
Team 604 was seeded number one making them
an alliance captain. The Leland team chose the sec‐
ond seeded team 846 Funky Monkeys from Lyn‐
brook High School in San Jose to join their Alliance.
Their third alliance pick was a rookie team 8852
from Drew High School in San Francisco. 

The Leland Quixilver Robtics Team also won
The Innovation in Control Award which celebrates
an innovative control system or application of 

See ROBOTICS, page 19

2022 Mayoral candidates (left to right): Cindy Chavez, County Supervisor; Dev
Davis, City Councilmember; Matt Mahan, City Councilmember; and Raul Peralez,
City Councilmember. 

AVCA 2022 San Jose Primary Mayor Candidate Forum April 11

ROBOTICS WINNERS

Almaden’s Leland High School’s 604 Quixilver Robotics Team won the San Francisco Regional competition at St.
Ignatius College Preparatory on March 20. 
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100% of proceeds are
awarded to local schools
and charities

By William Bellou
Publisher 

T
he Almaden Valley Women’s
Club 2nd Annual Virtual 5k
Art & Wine Community

Event will be held June 26 – July
3, 2022.

“We understand the importance
of the Almaden Art and Wine Fes‐
tival as a community event,” said
President, Beth Swartz. “Howev‐
er, at the beginning of the year we
were unsure of the feasibility of the
event and decided to focus instead

on a hybrid community Virtual 5k
event.” 

Last year the group hosted its
first Virtual 5k along with two
other community events. Those
events raised more than $40,000
which the club was able to give
back to the San Jose and Almaden
communities in the form of grants
and scholarships.

Denise Myrick, VP of Fundrais‐
ing, points out that while the Vir‐
tual 5k event is not on the scale of
the festival, it still speaks to the
mission of the women’s club. “The
Virtual 5k is an opportunity to
bring the community together by
getting outside and walking or run‐
ning on one of our suggested
routes,” she says. “In addition, we
continue to support our commu‐
nity through the grants and schol‐
arships as well as involving the
artists in our community to be part
of our virtual art show and our
young artists to submit artwork
for our annual logo contest.”

The Virtual 5k is a fun family
event that the entire community
can participate in from June 26 –
July 3. Suggested routes will be
provided or participants can use
their own route. Because it is vir‐
tual, the event will be open to
everyone providing for a larger
registration and funds to be raised
for our community. As always,
AVWC is committed to fundrais‐
ing and community service, and
100% of our proceeds are award‐
ed to local schools and charities.

For details about this 2022 com‐
munity event or if you would like
to donate, please visit www.
almadenwomen.org or email: avw‐
cmarketing@gmail.com.
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ValleyCurrents
cur|rent (adj.) Present, topical, timely, newsworthy. (n.) Movement in a definite direction, a flow.

Women’s Club Annual
Virtual 5k Art & Wine
Community Event to be
held June 26 – July 3

PRESERVATION PROJECT ‐ The Umunhum Conservancy and Midpen is having a recogni‐
tion event on Saturday, April 2, at 10 a.m.  on the summit of Mount Umunhum. Midpen will
be recognizing the Umunhum Conservancy’s $100,000 donation toward the completion of
the radar tower preservation project which is now complete.

OpEd

Hands of
the poor

By Kevin Larsen
Evergreen Valley

T
he Owl Warming Center is a place where indi‐
viduals can be kept safe at night as an alterna‐
tive to living on the street.  

The OWL is a place set up in a private location that
temporarily takes in the poor on cold nights.  It serves
food and offers a safe haven for the less fortunate.

I had noticed a woman living on the street last
month sitting on the ground with all of her worldly
possessions.  The things she covets are things you
and I might not think to hold on to.  All things kept
in bags gotten from stores. Each item placed careful‐
ly in and checked upon often like a robin delicately
overseeing a nest of eggs.

I notice she takes out a large egg shaped decora‐
tion.  It was covered with glittery things and the
color light blue.  Shimmering, it had the value of per‐
haps less than one dollar.  I must admit, for me, just
looking at it from afar made me smile.  I understood
why one would want to keep it.

She tucked it gently into the mouth of a small store
plastic bag which was mostly full.  I see her take the
empty paper towel roll and carefully push it in the
same bag.  Each thing had its place.  She seems to be
focused on her world and not willing to make con‐
tact with others nor look at them.

I began to wonder why she kept so much.  Over the

weeks I saw her in the same area and her positions
seemed to grow.  How does she move it all from place
to place, I wondered. 

Today I see three piles of plastic bags and under‐
stand she transports it all to the bus stop bench.  I
say to myself, no wonder why Valley Transit Author‐
ity (V.T.A.) is removing so many benches.  But I am
against that and believe benches need to stay.

Some days, I held out two dollars and she prayed
for me by putting together her hands and tilting her
head down.  I never made eye contact because I thought
that too intrusive for her.  Upon looking at her hands
I thought them to be noble in nature. They were
brown skinned and I could see by their use what
they had done over perhaps 80 years. I had a feel‐
ing she had helped many in making meals and tak‐
ing care of children.  That was just a hunch.  I imag‐
ined what recipes she had remembered and the spe‐
cial joy she gave her family with them.

See OWL, page 21

If you look closely, you will see the quiet elderly woman
tending to her worldly possessions.
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Emerson College student
Carla Pelino of Almaden
Valley earns NEWMAC
Academic All‑
Conference
Team honors

Emerson College stu‐
dent Carla Pelino of
Almaden Valley earned
New England Women's
and Men's Athletic Con‐
ference (NEWMAC) Academic All‐Conference
team honors for the Women's Basketball pro‐
gram. Students were selected from a certain GPA
standing, achieving a minimum of 3.5.

The last game of the season was the NEW‐
MAC quarter finals in which the team lost to
Babson. The loss ended in a score of 73‐49.

Pelino is majoring in Media Arts Production
and is a member of the Class of 2023. She is also
a former member of the Emerson Women’s Bas‐
ketball Team.  She appeared in 24 games (2019‐
2020) for the Lions and in her first year she aver‐
aged 9.7 minutes per game, 2.5 points per game,
and 1.3 rebounds per game, and shot 32.3%
from the field. 

Based in Boston, Massachusetts, Emerson Col‐
lege educates individuals who will solve prob‐
lems and change the world through engaged
leadership in communication and the arts, a mis‐
sion informed by liberal learning. The College
has 3,780 undergraduates and 670 graduate
students from across the United States and 50
countries. Supported by state‐of‐the‐art facili‐
ties and a renowned faculty, students partici‐
pate in more than 90 student organizations and
performance groups. 

San José Receives $1M for
Mental Health Response
Team From President
Biden’s Budget

Mayor Liccardo announced the City of San
José will receive $2.6 million from the Omnibus
Appropriations Bill signed by President Joe Biden
on March 11, 2022, including $1 million that will
fund San José Police Department’s Mobile Cri‐
sis Assessment Team. 

Originally started in 2020 from a federal
Department of Justice grant for a pilot, MCAT is
comprised of sworn officers trained in de‐esca‐
lating mental crisis episodes and approaching
mental health emergency calls through an
informed, considerate approach. 

“These essential investments in MCAT will
allow SJPD to continue treating emergency men‐
tal health calls with dignity and help residents
access proper treatment. I am thankful to Rep‐
resentative Zoe Lofgren’s continued advocacy
for our community as well as Representatives
Anna Eshoo and Ro Khanna for prioritizing funds
for San José Public Library programs.” 

MCAT officers respond to crisis calls with
Santa Clara County’s Mobile Crisis Response
Team (MCRT) and, in addition to easing those
undergoing mental emergencies and physical
stress, help find treatments for residents as an
alternative to either short‐term or repeat incar‐
ceration.

Representatives Ro Khanna (CA‐17) and Anna
Eshoo (CA‐18) also secured $1.5 million from
the Department of Housing and Urban Devel‐
opment’s Community Development Fund to go
towards the Family, Friend, and Neighbor (FFN)

Caregiver Support Network run by the San José
Public Library. FFN provides quality workforce
development training directly to over one hun‐
dred caregivers of young children allowing their
working parents to focus on work instead of the
stress of burdensome childcare costs.

Supervisors assess need
for older adult caregiving

Santa Clara County Supervisors have voted to
conduct a comprehensive study of older adult
caregiving needs and capacity in Santa Clara
County. 

The referral for the study, brought forward
by County Supervisors Joe Simitian and Cindy
Chavez, seeks to identify:

• Who needs caregiving and what services are
needed; 

• Who is currently providing caregiving serv‐
ices; and, 

• What gaps and barriers are preventing peo‐
ple from both accessing those services and pro‐
viding them.

“Finding compassionate caregivers for our
aging loved ones is a concern for many of us,”
observed Simitian. “We know the ranks of
providers have been thinned coming out of
COVID, and we know the need for services can
only grow as our population ages. Now is the
time to assess the nature and extent of the chal‐
lenge; that way we can get ahead of the prob‐
lem and identify real solutions.”

Santa Clara County projects that by 2030, just
eight years from now, the older adult popula‐
tion (age 65 and up) will make up 20% of the
total county population. The proposed study is
designed to inform the strategies used to address
the inevitable increase in demand for caregiv‐

ing services, as well as the likely shortage in
providers. 

“It is so important for Santa Clara County to
get ahead of this before the number of older
adults outnumber children by 2030,” said Chavez.
“I believe we can use our robust door‐to‐door
operation that was battle tested during the pan‐
demic for this work as well.”

The effects of the COVID‐19 pandemic on our
existing network of caregiving services has been
significant. Programs such as senior nutrition,
for example, were negatively affected as the
County was forced to reduce or suspend in‐per‐
son congregate food offerings. In‐home Support
Services (IHSS) were also stressed as the pan‐
demic strained the already limited number of
caregiving providers. 

The Board of Supervisors directed County
Administration to solicit the feedback of other
stakeholders interested in this study.
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Study says only 16% of 
applicants have been paid

By Manuela Tobias
CalMatters

A
new study says that California has sent
rent relief to only 16% of applicants, who
are waiting months. The state disputes

the analysis, but according to its figures, only
41% of applicants have been paid.

Only 16% of nearly half a million renters
who applied for rent relief from the state of
California have been paid, according to a new
analysis released today. And the clock is tick‐
ing: Under state law, landlords will be able to
evict tenants who failed to pay rent by April 1.

Of more than 488,000 households who
applied for assistance since the program
launched in March 2021, about 180,000 were
approved. Four percent were denied, and more
than half of the applicants are still awaiting a
response, according to the study, produced by
the National Equity Atlas, Housing Now and
the Western Center on Law & Poverty using
state data. 

But even most renters whose applications
were approved are still waiting for a check,
according to the analysis. Of the 180,000 house‐
holds whose applications were approved, just
more than 75,000 households were paid. And
they still need more help: 90% of those house‐
holds have reapplied for more money.

The number of people paid, according to the
study, is significantly lower than what is shown
on the state’s public dashboard — 191,000
households “served” and $2.2 billion paid. 

Monica Hernández, a spokesperson with the
California Department of Housing and Com‐
munity Development, disputed the report’s
findings and said that the state’s dashboard
has “the most current and accurate numbers.” 

Of 467,000 complete applications to date,
191,000 payments, or 41%, have been made,
she said, and each week more than $80 million
is going out to more than 8,000 households.

The study’s authors said they stood behind
their analysis, which shows that $900 million
has been paid (“application complete, paid” in
the state’s data), while another $1.15 billion

has only been approved (“application complete,
payment pending”). 

“It doesn’t matter if you have a piece of paper
that says you’re approved, you need the money,”
said Madeline Howard, a senior staff attorney
at the Western Center and co‐author of the
report. “It doesn’t reflect the experience of the
tenants who are living this day to day.”

The study also found that applicants waited
a median of more than three months to get an
approval, and another month to get paid —
135 days total. The wait times have been get‐
ting shorter, however: Households who applied
for aid last March waited about six months to
get paid, while those who applied in October
faced a wait time of just less than four months.

In her emailed response, Hernández said that
the wait time measure “does not account for
the different rules that different applications
applied under at different times” or “for incom‐
plete, duplicate, or potentially fraudulent appli‐
cations that we are just now clearing out of the
data.”  

California received about $5.2 billion from
the federal government to help renters stay
housed and keep landlords paid. The state is
in charge of administering about half of that,
while 25 cities and counties are administering
the rest. The new study focuses on the state
program, which covers nearly two‐thirds of
Californians.

In January, the state received $62 million in
additional federal aid, or only 3% of the near‐
ly $2 billion it requested in November. On March
15, the department announced it had received
an additional $136 million. Still, California
received one third of the funds reallocated by
the U.S. Treasury, which Hernandez said spoke
to federal officials’ “confidence in our ability to
distribute funds to households in need in a
timely fashion.” 

According to Hernández, a budget bill the
Legislature passed in February that allocates
General Fund dollars to state and local rent
relief programs “means that every eligible appli‐
cant seeking assistance for eligible costs sub‐
mitted and incurred on or before March 31, 2022,
will be assisted.” The state law allows the state

See EVICTIONS, next page
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Times Community News

Tenants and housing rights activists protest for a halting of rent payments and mortgage debt caused by
the COVID-19 pandemic in LA. Photo by Lucy Nicholson, Reuters

How long are Californians waiting
for rent relief? Protection from 
evictions disappears April 1
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Evictions
Continued from previous page
to pay people quicker as they wait on the Treas‐
ury, but it also means that if the federal gov‐
ernment doesn’t foot the bill, California will.

That also means March 31 is the new dead‐
line to apply for rent relief, according to an
email from HCD spokesperson Alex Traverso
on March 9.

The new study is the most complete look
yet at how rent relief is going in California.

The full data set was not released to the
Western Center through the state Public
Records Act until after the center announced
its intent to sue the Department of Housing
and Community Development, which admin‐
isters the program with the help of a private
contractor. Repeated Public Records Act
requests for the full data set had previously
been denied. These groups have been track‐
ing California’s eviction and rent relief efforts
from the beginning.

CalMatters has requested similar data from
the state through several Public Records Act
requests and had been repeatedly told the data
did not exist.

“We don’t track data and create a report on
dates that folks applied and then they received
a response. What we do is we’re able to look
at the age of applications within the system
and make sure that all applications are assigned
by a certain date,” Geoffrey Ross, deputy direc‐
tor for the Division of Federal Financial Assis‐
tance at the housing department, told Cal‐
Matters.

Hernández said that statement was accu‐
rate at the time.

A state ban on evictions for non‐payment

of rent went into effect at the start of the pan‐
demic and was extended several times. That
protection ended last October — with one con‐
dition. Through March 31, landlords would be
blocked from evicting tenants over non‐pay‐
ment of rent through Sept. 30, 2021, if they
had applied for rent relief from the state. That
additional layer of protection disappears on
April 1.

“I’m really confused as to why we haven’t
heard anything to extend the eviction protec‐
tions,” Howard said. “People are waiting. They
don’t have their money.”

The state rent relief program continues to
face other challenges that have persisted from
its inception, according to another recent sur‐
vey of 58 tenant organizations across the state
by Tenants Together, an advocacy group. Nine‐
ty percent of survey respondents reported dif‐
ficulties accessing the application and 82%
reported difficulty getting information about
their applications.

The survey found that California’s most vul‐
nerable tenants — including non‐English
speakers, seniors, and people with informal
leases — continue to face the greatest hurdles
to getting rent relief. 

“There’s I think a lack of understanding in
the Legislature that people become homeless
after they’re evicted from their homes,” said
Shanti Singh, legislative and communications
director for the group that conducted the sur‐
vey.

Editor’s note: Manuela Tobias is the housing
reporter for CalMatters. Her stories focus on
the political dynamics and economic and racial
inequities that have contributed to the housing
crisis in California and its potential. You can reach
Manuela by email: manuela@calmatters.org.

Tech Jargon of the week

Cold Wallets

H
ave you ever stumbled into a conver‐
sation where everyone is speaking
around this “techie” word – and even

after you’ve broken in, it is difficult to under‐
stand the unfamiliar jargon and acronyms?
Well, there’s no need to sweat it. Let me teach
you the meaning of some commonly used tech
words:

Cold Wallets
A wallet is simply a method to store virtual

money. Like you can keep non‐virtual money in
a bank account or under your mattress, you can
keep virtual currencies in hot and cold wallets. 

There are different kinds of wallets – hot
wallet, cold wallet, etc. 

Cold wallet is an offline wallet provided for
storing bitcoins. With cold wallet, the digital
currency is stored on a platform that is not
connected to the internet, thereby, protecting
the wallet from unauthorized access, cyber
hacks, and other vulnerabilities that a system
connected to the internet is susceptible to.
Unlike a physical wallet, which can hold any
currency if it’s paper, a cold wallet cannot store
all cryptocurrencies. Each cold wallet has its
own unique range of cryptocurrencies it is
compatible with. This means that if a cryp‐
tocurrency is sent to the wrong wallet, the
amount sent is lost forever.

Cold wallets offer the best method of safe‐
guarding cryptocurrencies because they store
crypto assets offline and literally put it in the
hands of the owners. Other wallet types are
susceptible to hacking, phishing, and damage
which can easily lead to loss of funds. While
people might choose other wallet types for

cryptocurrencies they move or trade fre‐
quently, cold wallets are ideal for long‐term
storage.

Cold wallets are devices built to store users’
private keys securely. Most look like a USB
drive and can be accessed via desktop apps.
The private key given to any bitcoin user is a
unique string of alphanumeric characters
required to access the user’s address. The
address is the user’s unique ID that is required
to make transactions and receive bitcoins from
a sender. Two people making a transaction
with bitcoin, where one is a seller and the other
a buyer, will have to share their addresses with
each other to complete the transaction. The
buyer of the commodity or service sends the
required number of bitcoins to the seller’s
divulged address as payment, and the
blockchain verifies the validity of the trans‐
action and confirms that the buyer or sender
really has those funds to send. Once the pay‐
ment has been delivered to the address, the
seller or receiver can only access the funds
through his or her private key. It is, therefore,
imperative, for private keys to be kept secure
because if stolen, the user’s bitcoins or altcoins
could be unlocked and accessed from the
address without authorization.

Cold wallets cost money. Prices for common
hardware wallets range from $50 to $200. Not
a big price to pay if you own many cryp‐
tocurrencies, but ridiculous to safeguard a few
Satoshi. Additionally, if you lose your cold wal‐
let or break it beyond repair, it is all gone.

Remember, if you want to hold onto your
cryptocurrencies, keep them safe!
Do you enjoy reading this column?  Send in your
comments or feedback to the author at
shub.saxen@gmail.com. Shubhi Asthana works
as a Research Senior Software Engineer at the
IBM Almaden Research Center, San Jose.
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FAMILY FEATURES 

F
rom picnics and family reunions to al fresco 

springtime dishes truly mouthwatering. As you 

fed and free to roam on pastures in fresh air and sunshine, 

the planet. 

How to Cook Lamb

 

What to Pair with Lamb

 Salad – 

springtime salad.
 Sweet Potatoes – 

a lightly tangy side. 
 Asparagus – A classic side for many spring meals, 
roasted asparagus is easy to prepare whether in the 

 
 

Herb Crusted Bone-In Leg of Lamb

 1  Atkins Ranch bone-in leg of lamb (about 8 pounds)
 1/4  cup olive oil

 2  tablespoons Dijon mustard
 2  tablespoons kosher salt
 1/4  cup white wine

Herb Crust:
 2  large egg whites

 2  tablespoons ground peppercorns
 1  tablespoon kosher salt

  fresh mint sauce, for serving

A Savory Meal for Spring Celebrations

Times Dining

T
he website: Liz Fe Lifestyle  has released
an analysis of their top best Italian restau‐
rants in San Jose. Here are the top 5 Ital‐

ian restaurants with a brief description. 
1. Paesano Ristorante Italiano
Paesano serves affordable meals prepared in

traditional Italian style cooking and ingredients.
The place has natural lighting and quality staff
that happily heeds to all guests' needs. An Ital‐
ian chef prepares their meals, guaranteeing you
to find everything, including veal parmigiana,
Italian sausages, and carpaccio.

2. The Old Spaghetti Factory
The Old Spaghetti Factory is a good place to

visit for family outings. Most of their meals are
shared and include chicken parmigiana and
spaghetti with meatballs, among other dishes.
The place is beautifully decorated and stained
with glass displays, giving it the perfect atmosphere for
events or group dinners.

3. Palermo

Palermo is a popular restaurant well known because
of the perfect variety of Italian delicacies that it offers. It
has a good reputation, and people trust them and their
food. Additionally, it employs Italian chefs to prepare

their sweet Italian meals. The restaurant also
caters for weddings and other special events.

4. Vin Sato Ristorante
The restaurant is perfect for dates and social

gatherings. Their meals mainly comprise Ital‐
ian cuisine. Established in 2015, Vin Sato Ris‐
torante has built its name as an all‐in‐one
restaurant for all Italian dishes, courtesy of its
Italian chefs and hospitable staff. They treat
their guests like family to ensure they retain
them.

5. II Fornaio San Jose
Want to experience a sense of Italy outside

Italy? Then visit the II Fornaio restaurant. As
proof of their competence in providing deli‐
cious delicacies, the restaurant has won an
award for the best Italian cuisine that fits any
budget and size. The restaurant also offers deliv‐

eries across San Jose to meet your food needs without
physically visiting the location.

For more information, visit: https://lizfelifestyle.com 

Report: Top 5 most popular Italian restaurants in San Jose
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Low‑income 
seniors may apply
for special property
tax exemption  

By Sean Eastwood
Staff writer

S
anta Clara County seniors, 65 and older,
could qualify to be exempt from paying
the Safe, Clean Water property tax if they

own their home and live in it as a primary res‐
idence. 

Valley Water offers an exemption for quali‐
fying low‐income seniors from the Safe, Clean

Water special property
tax. The tax was re‐
newed and approved by
the voters in November
of 2020.

The application peri‐
od for the 2022 Safe,
Clean Water low‐income
senior property tax exemption is open from
April 15, 2022 ‐ June 30, 2022.

Program Criteria for 2022
Santa Clara County seniors could be exempt

from the tax if they meet all of the following
criteria:

• Born before June 30, 1958.
• Have a total household income for 2021

was below $62,292. Total household income

is the total gross income
for every person over 18
years old who lives in
the home. It excludes
capital gains.

• Live in and own the
home the tax is assessed
on.

Please note that mobile homes in parks and
homes that are in an irrevocable trust are not
eligible.

Seniors who meet the requirements, should
complete the application, and return with proof
of age, such as a copy of a driver’s license, copy
of birth certificate, copy of passport, or copy of
a medical card that shows date of birth. We
request that no original documents be sent. 

Applications can be submitted via regular
mail or as a legible scanned copy via email.

For more information about the Safe, Clean
Water low‐income senior property tax exemp‐
tion, or to apply, please visit our website at val‐
leywater.org/senior‐parcel‐tax‐exemption

To apply for the tax exemption application
is available online at valleywater.org/senior‐
parcel‐tax‐exemption 

Editor’s note: The Safe, Clean Water and Nat‑
ural Flood Protection Program was renewed
and approved by voters in November 2020 and
is based on six key community priorities to ensure
a safe, reliable water supply while supporting
the public health and public safety of our com‑
munity. More information can be found online
at: valleywater.org/safecleanwater
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Times Arts

5635 Silver Creek Valley Road
San Jose, CA 95123

Presented live at 
The California Theatre 

O
pera San José will close its 2021–2022
season with West Side Story, Arthur
Laurents, Leonard Bernstein, Stephen

Sondheim, and Jerome Robbins’s classic
American tale of two star‐crossed lovers
and the prejudices that keep them apart. 

West Side Story will be sung in English,
with English and Spanish supertitles, with
performances April 16 – May 1, 2022 at the
California Theatre, 345 South 1st Street, San
Jose. 

Bursting with passion, humor, vibrant
dancing, and some of the most memorable
music ever written, this stunning produc‐
tion of West Side Story — the company’s
first‐ever musical — will be conducted by
Christopher James Ray, staged by director
Crystal Manich, and choreographed by
Michael Pappalardo. 

Acclaimed singers from across the U.S.
have been cast to bring the leading roles to
life, including soprano Teresa Castillo as
Maria, tenor Noah Stewart as Tony, mezzo‐
soprano Natalie Rose Havens as Anita, bari‐
tone Trevor Martin as Riff, tenor Jared V.
Esguerra as Chino, baritone Antony Sanchez
as Bernardo, and Philip Skinner as Doc. 

“West Side Story is one of America’s most
important works; it absolutely belongs on
our stage. Our job is to promote not only
promising new talent and incubating new
artists, but also to amplify American works,
particularly those which speak to our cur‐
rent societal issues,” says General Director
Shawna Lucey. “The musical gestures of
West Side Story are grand, perfectly suited
to the operatic stage, where we can bring
them to life with outstanding voices and
orchestration.” 

Inspired by Shakespeare’s Romeo and
Juliet, West Side Story is one of America’s
most iconic musical works, conceived by
Jerome Robbins with soaring music by
Leonard Bernstein, inventive lyrics by
Stephen Sondheim, and a book by Arthur
Laurents that is by turns witty, funny, and
heart‐wrenching. Opera San José’s produc‐

tion will feature the original book and music,
with the incandescent music performed by
some of America’s brightest young operat‐
ic singers. 

Puerto Rican born, Emmy Award nomi‐
nated director Crystal Manich, who first
watched the film version at age 12 and has
been a fan ever since, says, ”At its core, I
have always believed that the show could
benefit from a Puerto Rican director, infus‐
ing other cultural elements that are not on
the page. Opera San José has given me the
opportunity to finally tackle the show that
I have been waiting to direct for almost 30
years. It is a show that deserves to be reex‐
amined, in the same way that I examined
the film as an adolescent: over and over
again.”

A breakthrough work in American the‐
atre, West Side Story exposes the gritty rival‐
ry between two teenage street gangs, the
US‐born “Jets” and the newly transplanted
Puerto Rican “Sharks,” competing for
supremacy in the streets of New York City.
When a young man falls for the younger sis‐
ter of his archrival, their forbidden love
turns to tragedy. 

The original 1957 Broadway production,
conceived, directed, and choreographed by
Robbins, marked Sondheim’s Broadway
debut, and ran for 732 performances. It was
nominated for six Tony Awards, including
Best Musical, and won two, losing the top
prize to its blockbuster competition that
year, The Music Man. A 1961 musical film
adaptation of West Side Story, co‐directed
by Robert Wise and Robbins, was nomi‐
nated for 11 Academy Awards and won 10,
including Best Picture. 

For more information or to purchase tick‐
ets ($55–$195), visit operasj.org or call (408)
437‐4450 (open Monday through Friday,
9:00am–5:00pm). Vaccination requirements
are subject to change according to local city,
state, and county mandates and OSJ health
and safety policies. Please visit Opera San
José’s COVID‐19 safety and health proto‐
cols for the most up‐to‐date information
concerning COVID protocols: �operasj.
org/health‐and‐safety/.

Teresa Castillo stars as Maria and Noah Stewart appears as Tony in Opera San José's company
debut of Leonard Bernstein and Stephen Sondheim’s "West Side Story" (April 16-May 1, 2022) at
the California Theatre in San Jose. Photo Credit: David Allen

Opera San José concludes 
season with West Side Story
April 16 – May 1, 2022
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Lake Oroville State Recreation Area. Image via Cal-
ifornia Department of Parks and Recreation

Finally, progress 
on vital Sites
Reservoir project

By Dan Walters
Calmatters

T
he likelihood of a $2.2 billion federal loan
increases the possibility that the Sites
Reservoir, a vital step in protecting Cal‐

ifornia’s water supply, will be constructed.
Simple logic tells us that as climate change

alters precipitation patterns, California must
expand its capacity to capture and store water.

Even if the overall amount of precipitation
remains unchanged, we will receive more of it
in the form of rain and less as snow, which
means the natural reservoir of the Sierra snow
pack will decline as a water source.

We can prepare for that decline by creating
more storage, either in new reservoirs or by
replenishing underground aquifers. However,
despite the urgency of the situation — one
underscored by the current drought — California
politicians have been lackadaisical about doing
what needs to be done.

Local and regional water authorities have
been more diligent. Southern California’s recent
construction of more storage capacity is one rea‐
son it is less affected by the current drought
than Northern California.

Belatedly, increasing storage is moving
upward on the political agenda. Recently, the
Federal Environmental Protection Agency invit‐
ed sponsors of the Sites Reservoir project, which
has been on the back burner for decades, to apply
for a $2.2 billion loan that would cover rough‐
ly 40% of the project’s estimated cost.

Along with some state water bond money and
commitments from prospective users of the
project — Southern California water agencies,

mostly — Sites is now in position to put togeth‐
er a financing package to make it a reality.

“We’ve definitely turned the corner and we
have a nice tailwind at our back,” said Jerry
Brown, executive director of the Sites Project
Authority. Brown is not related to former Gov.
Jerry Brown, whose Colusa County retirement
home, incidentally, is not far from Sites.

It’s not going to happen immediately, despite
the urgency of the situation. Just assembling the
loan package and getting approval could take
several years and there are other hurdles to clear.
Nevertheless, the strong possibility of a feder‐
al loan is a huge step forward.

If it becomes reality, the reservoir would be
constructed on the west side of the Sacramento
Valley, west of Maxwell. It would have a capac‐
ity of up to 1.8 million acre‐feet of water, about
half the size of the state’s Lake Oroville, but unlike
Oroville, would not dam a major river.

Sites would be an off‐stream reservoir, sim‐
ilar to — and slightly smaller than — the San
Luis Reservoir in the Pacheco Pass west of Los
Banos. During periods of high precipitation and
runoff, Sacramento River water would be
pumped into Sites, then released back into the
river as needed for agriculture, residential use
or to maintain flows for fish.

As an off‐stream reservoir, Sites escapes at
least some of the traditional opposition to big
water projects from environmental groups, but
there is some criticism that it could be used to
divert water during low precipitation periods.

“It’s just a, kind of, different way of thinking
about it,” project boss Brown told the Associ‐
ated Press. “There’s a lot of fear and distrust
and we have to operate in a way that we, you
know, secure trust and address the fears.”

The good news about Sites should be kept in
perspective. It’s just one of many steps that Cal‐
ifornia must take to protect its vital water sup‐
ply from the potential ravages of climate change.

It’s entirely possible that climate change will
not only change the mix of precipitation — more
rain and less snow — but reduce the overall vol‐
ume of water that falls on California, thus mak‐
ing more storage even more crucial while forc‐
ing us to rethink the entire pattern of water use.

Nothing is more critical to California’s future.
Editor’s note: Dan Walters has been a jour‑

nalist for more than 60 years, spending all but
a few of those years working for California news‑
papers. He began his professional career in 1960,
at age 16, at the Humboldt Times. You may reach
Dan by email: dan@calmatters.org
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The Collectors’
Corner

by Matthew Frazier

I
n late June of 2006, I had reached a point
of frustration as a freelance screenwriter
here in San Jose and The Bay Area. 

I had been working with
independent movie producers
who were failing to validate
my work and were abandon‐
ing their projects left and right.
I needed a change of pace and
scenery while relegating myself
to working on my own script
and writing projects nights and
seeking opportunities in a new
field during the days, as a dis‐
traction. This was shortly
before The Writers’ Strike in
Hollywood.

Almaden Valley Nursery
While submitting applica‐

tions, cover letters, and resumes to hard‐
ware stores, home improvements centers, and
other Retail Industry businesses in and
around San Jose, my brother suggested I turn
my attention to a small independent family‐
owned nursery where our own family had
purchased a four‐in‐one fruit tree. The very
next day, I printed out a copy of my cover
letter and resume and headed down to
Almaden Valley Nursery. I spoke with the staff
and completed and submitted an applica‐
tion right there onsite that very afternoon.

About ten days later, the general manag‐
er called me in for an interview and I was
offered a job three days later. While walk‐
ing the property with the general manager
during my first day, I was awestruck by the
beauty and the symmetry of the property.
The plethora of geometric configurations
and vibrantly colored plants resonated with
me at once. 

One of the very first nursery consult‐
ants/salespersons I met there soon became
a close friend and mentor. This salesperson
was also an advocate of and custodian to a
small section within the nursery called The
Collectors’ Corner. Of the different depart‐
ments and sections within that nursery, The
Collectors’ Corner stood out the most.

The Collectors’ Corner
The Collectors’ Corner at that time was a

small table roughly six feet wide and two
feet deep, showcasing specimen plants from
various regions of California. Today, it
accounts for roughly half the nursery. These
specimen plants were a collective repre‐
sentation of what one would see were they
to travel to the various climates and zones
of this state. I soon pledged my commitment
to be an advocate and assistant to this beau‐
tiful attraction.

California is comprised of multiple zones,
each of which has multiple micro zones.
Through conversations with passionate cus‐
tomers and colleagues, I soon learned that
San Jose and Santa Clara Valley was once oak
woodlands, home to majestic and stunning
heritage oaks and like plants.

The adventure of learning about native
plants

Every Friday morning, Suncrest Nurseries

would arrive and deliver plants which I had
not yet heard of nor seen. It was an adven‐
ture unloading those plants from the Sun‐
crest truck and putting them into their respec‐
tive homes. I began purchasing these spec‐
imen plants and giving them a home in our
yard at our house and gifting them to fami‐
ly and friends along the way.

From late June of 2006 to late July of 2008,
I worked at this nursery, advocating and con‐

sulting as an ambassador of
California’s native plants and
especially those which are
native to our very own valleys
here in the South Bay, espe‐
cially those of Santa Clara Val‐
ley. Along the way, I was invit‐
ed to attend trainings and did
a fair share of independent
reading and research with
respect to the anatomy and
physiology of California’s native
plants and their communities.

Water and Stormwater
Manager Certification

Since my term ended with
that nursery, I have met and spo‐

ken with many who are passionate about
restoring our environs and landscapes to
what they were originally, before urbaniza‐
tion. Now, years later, I am an Independent
Certified Water Manager through The Cali‐

fornia Landscape Contractors’ Association
and an Independent Qualified Stormwater
Manager through EnviroCert International,
Inc. I have found a way to join committees
and subcommittees with non‐profit agen‐
cies and organizations throughout The Water
Industry. Water Conservation and Water
Management are at the forefront of my edu‐
cation and training.

For those who live in San Jose, Santa Clara
Valley, The South Bay, or anywhere else in
this beautiful state, I encourage you to visit
Almaden Valley Nursery and see The Col‐
lectors’ Corner for yourself. Bring a guest or
two if you can. With the statewide water cri‐
sis, implementing drought‐tolerant and
water‐wise cacti, flowers, shrubs, succulents,
and trees is of an immediate nature. Not only
are these state‐native and valley‐native plants
beautiful, they will save you hundreds of
hours of maintenance and thousands of hydro
dollars long‐term in your botanical and hor‐
ticultural endeavors, whether you be an archi‐
tect, contractor, designer, or enthusiast.
Thank you for your time this day. I wish you
a very enlightening and pleasant experience
in exploring this phenomenal feature of
Almaden Valley Nursery.

To comment on this column, you may reach
Matthew Frazier, Certified Water Manager
by email: kitchenfrazier@hotmail.com.

The Collectors’ Corner showcases native plants
from various regions of California. 

Water Wise
Matthew Frazier,
Certified Water

Manager

Season concludes 
with three new works 

S
an José Chamber Orchestra presents
“Eine Klein(e) Evening of Music” Sat‐
urday, May 15 at 7:00 p.m. at Francis

Episcopal Church, 1205 Pine Avenue, San
José.

This program features cellist Jiaxun Yao,
an up and coming artist and winner from
the 2020 Irving M. Klein International String
Competition. Founded in 1985, it is recog‐
nized as one of the world's leading compe‐
titions for young string musicians. Open to
string players ages fifteen to twenty‐three,
the competition takes place every June in
San Francisco, California. 

The program
“Eine Klein(e) Evening of Music” features

the beloved Concerto for Cello by Robert

Schumann, with soloist Jiaxun Yao. Premiere
of three short new works by local composers,
written as part of SJCO's Responseworks
Commissioning Project: Cycles by Kendrick
Tri Huynh, Refuge by Kerry Lewis and Doom,
Gloom and Zoom by Mona Lyn Reese, fea‐
turing Philip Brezina on fiddle. 

Conductor: Anthony Quartuccio; Cello
soloist: Jiaxun Yao.

The San José Chamber Orchestra was
founded in 1991 out of the desire of local
musicians (at the time playing with Opera
San José) for an opportunity to play cham‐
ber orchestra repertoire and explore music
written by living composers.    More Info:
https://sjco.org/about/

Tickets: sjco.org or 408 295‐4416 (Tick‐
ets also available at the door)

Single Ticket Prices: Adult: $50, Senior
(62 and above): $45, Student: $15.

Photos: Conductor Anthony Quartuccio. Cellist Jiazun Yao. Photos courtesy of the artists and
San José Chamber Orchestra.

San José Chamber Orchestra’s 30th Anniversary
Season presents ‘Eine Klein(e) Evening of Music’



W
e are excited to share Church Creek
Cellars with you as our second feature
to our Times Media winery column. 

In our last issue we highlighted Kirigin Cel‐
lars, one of CA’s oldest wineries, this time we
feature Church Creek Cellars one of newest
wineries along the Santa Clara Valley Wine Trail.

A family choice
In 2011, Church Creek Cellars owners Carl

and Diana Borsody, in tow with their then 8‐
year‐old daughter Chloe, bought the property
that has now become their own boutique win‐
ery; they actually did not have plans to open
or operate a winery. In fact, they purchased the
property consisting of 10‐acres with a fixer
upper home to remodel the home, put the prop‐
erty in order and potentially sell it within five
years and move elsewhere.  

Carl was (and still is) working in high tech
and Diana was a retired Southwest flight atten‐
dant – neither of them had any prior experi‐
ence working with wine. And, Chloe, was
onboard with any decision her parents made
as long as it included horses and friends. Now,

11 years later, Church Creek Cellars is a staple
amongst the Santa Clara Valley wine region. The
Borsody’s have no plans to leave; rather, they
are adding to the ambiance of their family‐owned
winery. The creek that runs through the Bor‐
sody’s property is called Church Creek; thus, the
Borsody’s named their winery after the creek.

Tractor fun
Diana shared what changed their trajectory

was when her husband Carl got a tractor; and
that was that. As the theme song for the for‐
mer TV sitcom, Green Acres goes, “Green acres
is the place to be…. farm livin is the life for
me…land spreadin out so far and wide…” and
just like that, Carl and his tractor led the fam‐
ily to relook at their own green acres and fixer
upper home with a new vision. Within the first
year of living on their property the Borsody’s
began to care for the existing grapes and then
purchased an additional 10‐acres adjacent to
their property while leasing the other adjacent
10‐acres on the other side of their property.
Thus, Church Creek Cellars is comprised of
more than 30‐acres. You can view the beauti‐

ful landscape as you sip your
wine out on their wine tast‐
ing terrace. 

Winemaking team grows
Carl and Diana met Rick

and Tina Pronge at a dinner
in late 2011. Rick shared that
he was a home winemaker
and the Borsody’s shared that
they had just purchased land
that had existing vines which
they now intended to devel‐
op into wine. Like a good wine
paired with a good cheese,
the Borsody’s and Pronges’
begin working together. Rick
became Church Creek Cellars
winemaker. Rick’s wife, Tina
works in the winetasting
room and their daughter, Alli‐
son Burrman is her dad’s protégé as she is fol‐
lowing her dad’s footsteps learning how to
make wine while working alongside him.  

Church Creek Cellar’s first vintage was creat‐
ed in 2012. The winery and tasting room offi‐
cially opened to the public during Santa Clara Val‐
ley Passport (SCVP) weekend in 2018. One can
purchase a “Passport Ticket” which allows you
to visit participating wineries where you receive
free wine tastings with a small snack while tast‐
ing. Opening during the 2018 Passport Week‐
end proved beneficial for Church Creek Cellars.

Award winning red wines
Church Creek Cellars are known for their

bold reds and have received many recognitions
and awards. The Borsody’s were initially going
to make wine on the side, thus they did not do
large productions. Because of this, their wine
has stayed in barrels longer than most which
accounts for its full‐bodied flavor. Church Creek
Cellars has their 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon
Estate Reserve for sale but has sold out of their
2015 Zinfandel. They recently begun a Rose’
line including Rose’ of Merlot, Rose’ of Zinfan‐
del and Rose’ of Sangiovese which have proved
to be very popular. Their wines are available
onsite and at Rocca’s Market in San Martin and
Relish Kitchen in Gilroy. Wine Club member‐
ships are available.

Every Church Creek Cellars wine bottle has
a beautiful oak tree on the label. The oak tree
pictured is located on the right side of the drive‐
way as you enter Church Creek Cellars. Carl has
named many of the wines including the 2016
Convergence and the Encore Dessert Wine
which won a bronze medal at the 2019 Sunset
Magazine International Wine Competition.

“Closing down during the pandemic was
weird,” shared Diana, “During the shutdown,
our wine club customers would drive up and
I would put their wine in their trunk and off
they would go. It was vastly different than what

I was used to ‐‐ having people
stay here on the premises and
enjoy the overall ambiance,”
shared Diana.

Visitors are flocking to
Church Creek Cellars

Upon reopening, hundreds
of people have flocked back to
Church Creek Cellars to enjoy
the wines, wine tasting room
and beautiful outside deck over‐
looking the 21‐acre vineyard.
“It was good to have people
back,” shared Diana. 

Church Creek Cellars is open
every 1st and 3rd weekend
from Noon to 5:00 pm. They are
also remodeling the grounds by
adding additional picnic areas,
bocce ball courts and other

amenities that can be rented for weddings and
other venues. 

The Borsody’s home that was originally sup‐
posed to be remodeled by 2016 took a back
seat to the winery and is about 80% done. Carl
and Diana are using their garage as a living
room while the finishing touches of their remod‐
el are completed.  Chloe is in Boston studying
music but is still an integral part of the family
winery. Peewee, the Borsody’s cat is a staple
at the winery too. Peewee is known to have
made friends with many of the gophers and is
just as much a staple as the wine.

Pet friendly
Church Creek Cellars is a family environment

where bringing your children and well‐behaved
dogs are allowed. Just be sure to keep your chil‐
dren and animals close by.

“We love what we do; we love our customers, neigh‐
bors, and the overall community; we hope to see
you here at Church Creek Cellars,” shared Diana. 

Editor’s Note; Church Creek Cellars is locat‑
ed at 11495 Center Avenue Gilroy, CA 95020.  The
tasting room is open the first and third week‑
end of each month from noon to 5pm.  You can
learn more by visiting their website:
ChurchCreekCellars.com; or call (669) 500‑0295.
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From ‘Fixer Upper’ to sought after winery

Church Creek Cellars
invites you to visit

Church Creek Cellar owners - Carl, Diana and Chloe Borsody.

A beautiful setting at Church
Creek Cellars.

Pee Wee the Cat aka “the gopher friend maker.”
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Times Feature

By Apoorva Panidapu

A
s a recap: this column, Gems in STEM,
is a place to learn about various STEM
topics that I find exciting,

and that I hope will excite you too.
It will always be written to be
fairly accessible, so you don’t
have to worry about not having
background knowledge. Howev‐
er, it does occasionally get more
advanced towards the end.

Does size matter? It’s an age‐
old question in all sorts of areas.
Is it always “the bigger the bet‐
ter”? (If you think so, you might
like Texas!) Or, can small prevail
over tall (like with egos/pim‐
ples)? Honestly, the answer to
this debate varies person‐to‐per‐
son. (Maybe, just maybe, we’ll come to an
answer ourselves by the end of this discus‐
sion, so stay tuned!)

We constantly make observations about
our macroscale world, which we can lucki‐
ly explore whenever we want. But in the past
century, scientists were ready to take things
up a notch, or more accurately, down a notch.
They started zooming in on the world to see
where all the mysterious and interesting
things happen on the micro and nanoscale.

This is the basis of nanotechnology, which
is the study of how we can manipulate mat‐
ter on an atomic and molecular scale. Unlike
your side‐view mirror, objects here are much
farther and smaller than they appear (in your
mind). 

That evil piece of paper that gave you a
nasty paper cut? 100,000 nanometers thick.
The ant you (hopefully accidentally) stepped
on? A million nanometers long. Get this, the
ratio of a meter to a nanometer (which is a
billion) is approximately the ratio of a mar‐
ble to the Earth. So yes, nano is (na)no joke.

Where did this miniscule idea even come
from? Most scientists agree that the acclaimed
physicist Richard Feynman first introduced
the idea of nanotechnology in his lecture,
“There’s Plenty of Room at the Bottom.”
(Whose title, at first glance, seems like a pes‐

simistic worldview.) In this speech, Feyn‐
man remarked on the possibilities of minia‐
turized machines and encoding large

amounts of data in tiny spaces,
which seemed almost unfath‐
omable at the time–which is what
makes nanotechnology so excit‐
ing. 

Because the nanoscale is so
incredibly small (around 1 to 100
nanometers), manipulating mat‐
ter in this world isn’t too easy.
It’d be super cool if we could boss
a bunch of individual atoms
around, from “turning” them on
and off to store information or
lighting them up with different
colors (in what would be a fan‐
tastic glow show), or just direct‐

ing them in some way. This isn’t quite cur‐
rently possible, but don’t despair–we have
the next next thing: quantum dots!

What are Quantum Dots?
Quantum dots, also known as artificial

atoms, are tiny crystals that range in size
from 2‐10 nanometers. They’re so small that
we can basically think of them as a concen‐
trated single point, which is why they are
often called zero‐dimensional. Quantum dots
are made from a semiconductor material,
which aren’t really a conductor or an insu‐
lator, but can be chemically treated to behave
like either (like silicon). Though quantum
dots are technically crystals, their behavior
is a lot like individual atoms, hence their
nickname “artificial atoms.” 

For quantum dots, size definitely matters.
Why? Let’s dive into it…next time! (Hint: it
has something to do with the picture below.)

For your bi‐weekly reminder that I am
evil (and sometimes run out of space), we’re
calling it an article here! In the next few
columns, we’ll talk about the special optical
properties of quantum dots due to quantum
confinement effects and their incredible
applications in solar cells, televisions, and
medicine–make sure you don’t miss it. Until
next time! If you have any questions or com‐
ments, please email me at apoorvap‐
writes@gmail.com.

Why Size Matters: An Introduction
to Quantum Dots (Part 1)

Gems in
STEM

By Apoorva
Panidapu
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Times Local News

9th Annual Lam
Research Heart &
Soles Run May 7
By Mary Ann Dewan, Ph.D.

County Superintendent of
Schools

Spring has arrived. 
It is a perfect time to "spring

into" family lifestyle changes
that support healthy food and
activity. Now is a beautiful time
to get the entire family outside
for cycling, soccer, or having
fun on the playground. 

The 9th Annual Lam
Research Heart & Soles Run is
on Saturday, May 7. You are
encouraged to join in with the
Fitness & Fun Spring into Fitness Challenge
leading up to the event's 5K/10K. 

During your practice runs, be sure every‐
one drinks water when physically active.
Replace sugary beverages such as sodas,
juices, or sports drinks with fresh fruits and
vegetables.

Visiting your local farmers' market, gro‐
cery store, or produce stand adds a fun and

educational opportunity to learn
about eating seasonal produce
while identifying colors, shapes,
and what they like to eat.

Choosing healthy foods and
participating in physical activi‐
ties are a few healthy habits that
a family can build together. Prac‐
ticing the proven safety and risk
mitigation strategies such as
testing, staying home when sick,
and vaccinations keep commu‐
nities safe and healthy. 

To learn more about the  9th
Annual Lam Research Heart &

Soles Run, visit:
https://runsignup.com/Race/CA/San‐

taClaraCounty/HeartandSolesRun 

From the 
Superintendent

Mary Ann Dewan, Ph. D.
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Robotics
Continued from page 1
control components – elec‐
trical, mechanical or soft‐
ware – to provide unique
machine functions.

Team 604 is proud to
compete in the FIRST®
Robotics Competition (For
Inspiration and Recogni‐
tion of Science and Tech‐
nology), where teams of
high school students
design, machine, build and
test a fully functioning 125
lb.  robot that competes in
a sport‐based competition. 

FIRST brings together
teams from across the
United States and around
the world. The 2022 game
RAPID REACT presented
by The Boeing Company is
played by two alliances of
three teams each, with
each team controlling a
robot and completing spe‐
cific actions to score points.
The game revolves around
both alliances shooting inflatable balls known
as Cargo into a central Hub and climbing with‐
in their HANGERS at the end of the match. The
overall objective of each match is to score more
points than the opposing alliance before the
match ends. 

The top two members of the winning alliance
are invited to compete at the World’s Cham‐
pionship Tournament at the George R. Brown

Convention Center in Houston, Texas April 21
through April 23 where 450 teams from around
the world will be competing for the honor of
winning the World Championship title.   

The Leland Quixilver Robotics Team will be
competing at the Silicon Valley Regional (SVR)
on April 8 through April 10. Unfortunately, due
to Covid, no spectators are allowed to attend
the SVR which will be held at San Jose State
University.

The Leland Quixilver Robotics Team will be competing at the Silicon Valley Regional (SVR) on April 8 through
April 10.
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Want to 
submit a 

news item
for the 

Almaden Times?
Publication day: April 13, 2022

Deadline: April 10, 2022

Write to editorial@timesmediainc.com



OWL
Continued from page 4
Her face was always partially hidden with a
hat and clothing draped around her neck.  She
dressed for warmth even in the sunshine.

Today at the bus stop I noticed her tend‐
ing her bags.  Each was fiddled with and kept
in check.  All day she would sit on the ground
or the bus bench and people would not speak
to her.  Human beings just walked around
where she existed.  Sometimes she put bags
on the bus bench, but she removed them if
people were waiting to take the bus.  How
considerate of her, I whispered to myself.

Her small body tended to not stand straight.
Hunched over and sitting a certain way, the
more I saw her or thought about her I was
reminded of ancient Inca people who were
preserved in graves and after thousands of
years one could still see the person’s kind
face.  She seemed to be ancient because her
hair was white as snow.  

I felt bad about the way some religions
long ago sacrificed young women and they
went to their deaths in an empty way as one
of mankind’s ritual creations.  This made me
reflect on how our area treats the homeless
and perhaps that is our ritual.

As we turn our clocks back, at 6 pm it’s
still hot outside.  I went back to give her a
couple of dollars and nice white plastic bags
in the thinking she could consolidate and
take the mini bags and put them in the big
clear bags for transport.

Just as I arrived, she was leaving and walk‐
ing the other direction towards the store.
Like a little girl, she abandoned her belong‐
ings for a period of time and off she went to
buy food.  Usually, she dawdled over her
bags but in this case, she was on a mission
to leave it all behind and go to the store. 

As she went over the crosswalk away from
me, I noticed she picked up each foot dain‐
tily as if she was marching in a band.  Her
ankles, legs and knees were picked a bit
straight up in unison with dedication and
focus of moving forward.  

The piles of mixed bags were so carefully
tended to that they took on the status of
someone’s guardianship and were not to be
touched.  These possessions were simple
artifacts collected from what looked to be
things that people no longer wanted.

She never spoke and moved in slow motion.
Somehow, I got the impression that she
seemed to know this world and how to be
patient with it. I took the time to wait for her
to return and give her the small money and
big bags.  This was a second trip for me to
give her these things for it gnawed on me
that she had so many bags so I thought the
nice big white, clear bags would be of great
help to her.  I would find out the next day
while driving by that she chose not to use
the new big clear bags.  

As I waited, I began to reflect on her life.
Was she a mom?  Was she once married?
Where are her children?  Drugs, no, she did
not seem to need those so I felt that drugs
were never part of her life quest.  Where was
her family?  Was she a sweet grandmother I
thought, who was disconnected from her fam‐
ily lifeline?  But why?  Maybe she had some
monies due to her from social security.  I knew
she needed to see a social worker to figure it
out.  I would ask OWL to do this.

You see, the OWL Warming Center closes
in a week or two or three.  So where do the
poor go?  What happens to such people?  Per‐
haps somehow in our quest for freedom and
total independence, we ignore and leave peo‐
ple behind in conversation of who they are
and if their living conditions are proper.  Per‐
haps we learn to disregard people.

As I laid down on the grass by the busy
three lane street on the narrow grass strip,
the overhanging branches fought the sun
and gave me welcomed shade.  I got the feel‐
ing everyone took me for a homeless per‐
son.  I rested and after an hour was happy
inside to see she returned. 

Walking up to her I showed her the two‐
dollar bills and I handed her the big plas‐

tic bags.  Careful to give her privacy I avoid‐
ed eye contact.  She created her isolation
with hat and clothes gently and softly hid‐
ing her face.  I noticed her pants were a bit
dirty and wondered if she had the ability
or means to do laundry.

After handing her the two things I came
to give, she surprised me by tilting up her
head to look at me.  This was her way of say‐
ing thank you for her mouth did not move.
For the first time, seeing a glimpse of her face,
I noticed that she was not Hispanic as I had
always thought.  You see, her hands were
brown color but my assumption was in error.

I believe she was either Japanese, Viet‐
namese or Chinese.  Maybe she was part His‐
panic, I did not know.  To know a race is per‐

haps to gain some kind of barometer of infor‐
mation.  But today it did not matter and had
no relevance.

This realization made me reflect on how
we are all part of the same human race and
live together in what we do and perhaps
think.  I never knew her name and we never
spoke.  The thought did occur to me that per‐
haps people collect things because they
believe the objects accumulated have more
value than themselves.

Possessions are placed neatly at bus stop.
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CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418
Pastor: Rev. Naomi
Schulz
No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You
Are Welcome Here!
We are an Open and
Affirming Congregation,
and celebrate members of
the LGBTQ+ Community.
Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM, with
communion open to all.
Join Pastor Naomi for
tea/coffee at Orchard Val-
ley cafe in Campbell dur-
ing community drop-in
office hours from 11 AM
to 1 PM on most Tues-
days.
Our ministries/activities
include:
• Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednes-
day of every month, at
6PM.
• A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open Tu/
Th/ Sa 10:00 AM to
Noon.
• Lighted Window Pro-
ductions featuring uplift-
ing concerts, thought-
provoking theater produc-
tions, informative lec-

tures, and even an occa-
sional karaoke night--all in
a wholesome environ-
ment.  
Our activities flow from
our core values:
• Extravagant Joy
• Passionate Faith
• Loving Respect
• Deep Connectedness 
• Intentional Growth 
• Shared Laughter 
Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.org
or better yet, visit us at
our worship services on
Sundays at 10:00 AM.
Coffee, refreshments, and
conversation always, right
after service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, worship
and giving to our local
community. We are proud
to be UCC, Open and
Affirming (O&A) and wel-
come members of the
LGBT community. We
support local LifeMoves
(formerly InnVision) Shel-
ter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco
Night Ministry, Second

Harvest Food Bank,
Church World Service,
and Communities
Responding to End Pover-
ty.
Worship Sunday, 9:00 AM
followed by fellowship
and refreshments. 1st
Sunday in Worship: Holy
Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck
Sunday.
Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives.
We assemble each Sun-
day to encourage each
other through singing,
studying, praying and
sharing in the Lord’s sup-
per. Simple—just like
what one reads about in
the New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San
Jose near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club). Come make new
Christian friends!

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120.  The
Rev. Shelley Booth Den-
ney, Rector Phone:408-
268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church
in Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nur-
ture and grow a strong
faith community of believ-
ers, a family of all ages,
where each member feels
welcomed, loved, valued
and empowered to serve.
Children are especially
welcomed and cherished
as an important part of
God's family. All junior
high and senior high stu-
dents are welcome to
participate in our Youth
Groups. During the
school year we have joint
Sunday School with our
sister church, the Con-
gregational Church of
Almaden Valley, UCC. The
Episcopal Church in
Almaden offers the fol-
lowing regular opportuni-
ties for worship: Sunday
at 7:30AM and 10:45AM,
Holy Communion service.
Each Sunday service is
followed by a coffee hour
for friendship and conver-
sation.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsanjose.org
2486 Ruby Ave,
San Jose CA 95148. 
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum" the
English meaning is "Peace
be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who are
Muslims, and what is the
Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and way
of life. Islam began in the
7th century. People who
follow Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is the
Divine book that guides
Muslims to practice Islam. 
"Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
latak"" the English mean-
ing is " May Allah (swt)
protect you and your family".
Please visit our website to
learn more.

FIRST CHURCH 
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San
Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a
community serving the
Christ from the heart of
the City, working to know
Jesus and make Jesus
known by serving, wor-
shipping, and learning
together.  Worship servic-
es are at 10:00 AM at the
Horace Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa
Clara Streets). Worship
includes both contempo-
rary and traditional music,
a message that is relevant
to real life, based in the
Bible, and meaningful to
people of all ages and
backgrounds.  We work in
our community to provide
real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counsel-
ing, and spiritual direction.
Our children's & families'
ministries include Sunday
classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike
rides and fishing trips.
Come, Make a Difference
and feel the difference
God can make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchSJ.net
See you on Facebook
2650 ABORN ROAD at
Kettmann, across from
Evergreen Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 50 Years. John S
Goldstein, Pastor
Christian Worship every

Sunday at 11.00 am
Together let us build lives
toward excellence!
Music Institute
(408) 791-7772
After School lessons on
Piano, Violin, Viola, Flute
PreSchool, Age 2-6
years. Caring for your
child with God’s love and
affection.

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our members.
If you are looking for an
active Christian faith
community, we invite
you to experience Holy
Spirit Parish Community.
All are welcome! We are
located at 1200 Red-
mond Avenue, San Jose,
CA 95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m. Mon-
day - Friday. Our week-
end Mass schedule is
Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish
Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or
408-997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. Information
on Faith Formation for
children and adults can
be obtained by calling
our Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in
the loop with our 3sixty
High School Youth Min-
istry by calling 408-997-
5106. Holy Spirit School
serves grades Pre-K
through 8th, and is locat-
ed at 1198 Redmond
Avenue. You can reach
the school office at 408-
268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 &
11:00 AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,
intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-

nity, promoting spiritual
growth, reaching out to
people in need and
whereyou get to know
peopleby name. We
offer children's religious
education (CREATE);
Youth Ministry (BLAST
& X-STATIC); Scripture
Study (day & evening);
Senior's Group and
many other adult min-
istries as well. Saint
Anthony parish is locat-
ed in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120. Our
weekend Masses are at
4 p.m. on Saturday at
our historic church at
21800 Bertram Road in
New Almaden, CA
95042 and on Sunday at
8:30 a.m.,10:30 a.m.,
and 5:30 p.m. at the
McKean Road location.
Our Parish Office is open
Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and Tuesday thru Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and
1 - 4 p.m. For more infor-
mation, stop by the
Parish Office or call
(408) 997-4800, or visit
our website at www.
churchstanthony.com.
Fr. Larry Hendel, Pastor.

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh) means
"disciple" or "student." A
Sikh is a practitioner of the
faith founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak in
Punjab of old British India.
A Guru who is a "teacher"
or "enlightener" completes
the relationship of teach-
ing and learning.  Sikhism
is monotheistic and
stresses the equality of all
men and women. Sikhs
believe in three basic prin-
ciples; meditating on the
name of God (praying),
earning a living by honest
means and sharing the
fruits of one's labor with
others. Currently there  are
close to one million Sikhs
living in the USA and
Canada and 25 million
Sikhs living around the
world. Sikhism is the 5th
largest religion in the
world.  At the Gurdwara
(House of God) in San
Jose we welcome all. We
pray daily for peace and
prosperity for everybody
in the world.  Come to
visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365 days of
the year and serves com-
plementary vegetarian
meals.  We also encour-
age you to enter our histo-
ry room on site and walk

the beautiful grounds.
Learn more about us and
community events we
sponsor by visiting our
website; http://www. San-
JoseGurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofassisi.com
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an
inclusive diverse commu-
nity striving to serve as
Disciples of Jesus Christ
in the footsteps of St.
Francis, offering prayerful
and joyful liturgies; evan-
gelization, fellowship, and
service opportunities to
the community. We offer
spiritual opportunities for
all ages, including chil-
dren's liturgy, dynamic
E.C.H.O - Jr. High, IGNITE
- High School and North
Star -Young Adult Min-
istries, along with small
faith communities and
opportunities to help the
poor and marginalized of
San Jose. Our Preschool
is the only Catholic Pre-
school offering quality
family oriented service in
the Evergreen and Silver
Creek areas. Our Chapel,
Gathering Hall, Parish
Office, Mission Center,
Parish Gift Shop, Memori-
al Garden and Preschool
are all located at 5111
San Felipe Rd. Please
come join us to worship
at one of the following
times and locations: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday 5:00PM,
Sunday 8:30 AM, 10:30
AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese),
6:00 PM Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gath-
ering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo Mass -
Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Com-
munity (Cribari Auditori-
um) Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Come join us and share
your presence with us so
that together we may grow
and share our gifts to help
build God's Kingdom!

For Worship
listing 

ads, call
408.483-5458

The Almaden Senior Association mem‑
bers are a diverse group of enthusiastic,
active, 50+ adults who enjoy new learn‑
ing opportunities, new experiences, and
new adventures. 

Membership in the Almaden Senior Asso‑
ciation offers discounts and opportunities
to enjoy . . . 

•  exercise classes for all levels of ability;
•  lunches and other social programs

organized and run by members of the Associ‐
ation;

•  book clubs, cooking, computer and photography classes;
•  trips to local and not so local places of interest such as the Steinbeck Muse‐

um in Salinas, Whale Watching in Monterey, casino trips and more.

As a member you’re encouraged to help plan these activities and suggest new
ones to enjoy. The Senior Association Philanthropy Program set up a process to
donate funds to other non‐profit organizations that reflect our mission.

Connected
We enjoy meeting new people, making new connections and getting involved. All
volunteer opportunities are based on your time and energy commitment. Fees for
classes, trips and social events are kept low because of senior volunteer participa‐
tion and membership strength.

Stop by the main desk at the Almaden Community Center and ask for an applica‐
tion today. Yearly dues of $10 are returned to you by discounts to most of the pro‐
grams  you participate in.

Join us today, meet new people and get involved with classes and programs that
will enhance your life  and open new doors.

For more information, go to www.almadenseniors.org
Contact via email: alamadenseniors1@gmail.com



ALMADEN TIMES n APRIL 1 – APRIL 14, 2022 n PAGE 23SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 n ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COM

Shoe Repair Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern Califor-
nia. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some

supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the
school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great 

combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices! 
Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 

Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:
info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

Call to place your 
ad today!  

408-494-7000

JewelryClocks

DIRECTV Stream - The Best of Live &
On-Demand On All Your Favorite
Screens. CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12 months. Stream on
20 devices in your home at once.
HBO Max included for 3 mos
(w/CHOICE Package or higher.) No
annual contract, no hidden fees!
Some restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-
408-882-9465

The bathroom of your dreams for as
little as $149/month! BCI Bath &
Shower. Many options available. Qual-
ity materials & professional installa-
tion. Senior & Military Discounts
Available. Limited Time Offer - FREE
virtual in-home consultation now and
SAVE 15%! Call Today! 1-844-988-
1663

Become a Published Author. We want
to Read Your Book! Dorrance Publish-
ing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Comprehensive
Services: Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution. Call for
Your Free Author`s Guide 1-866-603-
1640 or visit http://dorranceinfo.com/
evergreen

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid, pre-
pare for power outages and power
your home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down Financing Option.
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote
today. Call 1-877-920-0653

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting battery
of Inogen One. Free information kit!
Call 855-977-5344

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED
Life Insurance! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay
funeral and other final expenses.Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company-
877-864-3769 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/almaden

The COVID crisis has cost us all
something. Many have lost jobs and
financial security. Have $10K In Debt?
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car
Loans. Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF!
We can help! Get a FREE debt relief
quote: Call 1-650-383-1785

Employment

Remodeling

TimesClassifieds

Diamond Auto Detail
San Jose

Has your car or truck lost its luster? Are you embarrassed to
be seen in it? Let us bring back the shine with buffing, polish‐
ing, color sanding, complete interior treatment, engine steam
clean, overspray, paint sealant and more. Appointment is
required, please be sure to call ahead to get on her schedule.

Rocio Salcedo
(408) 294‑4135
74 S Autumn St
San Jose, CA 95110

Auto Detailing

Expires April 15, 2022.

Business Administrative Specialist
Provide administrative support for project management.

Bachelor's in Business Admin related. 
Avaco Inc. 4320 Stevens Creek Blvd #122, San Jose, CA 95129

Notices
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