
The Courier
April 6, 2022  Volume 22 Number 28

Spaziani honored for  
membership milestone 

Post 166 Legionnaire Charles Spaziani (L) receives 
a plaque from 2nd Vice Commander Bob Paul, rec-
ognizing his 50 years of continuous membership in 
the national veterans’ organization. Spaziani, who 
served in the Army, received the plaque at the March 
meeting of Ocean City American Legion Post. 
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Watch Battery Replacements l Custom Designs l Bridal Design & Consultation   
Repairs  l  Custom Work Welcome

MD #2294

Open Regular Hours Monday through Saturday   10 a.m. to 6 p.m.  Closed Sunday 

Appointments Welcome But Not Necessary

Large Selection of Fine Jewelry at Irresistible Prices

Welcoming and Friendly Service since 1978

LADIES 

Time to get your jewelry cleaned and        
inspected.  FREE inspection and cleaning 

when mentioning this ad.  Save yourself 
from loss.  Let us check your jewelry.

WE BUY  
Gold & Silver Coins 

Gold Jewelry   Silver Jewelry 
Silverware 

Immediate Evaluation & Payment 
Highest Prices Paid

441100--221133--77550055    441100--552244--GGOOLLDD  
www.kozmajewelers.com 

 
on Route 611 at Route 50 in the Food Lion Shopping Center

Prompt, Friendly & Affordable Service

Girl Scout 

Cookies 
 

Support Girl Scout 
Troop 812 of Berlin

DD..AA..  KKoozzmmaa  JJeewweelleerrss

Eagle Scout Project 
Help Boy Scout William Kozma with his Eagle 
Scout project, construction of a gazebo on the 
grounds of Most Blessed Sacrament 
School.  To donate to William’s project, 
stop by D.A. Kozma or call Most 
Blessed Sacrament at 410-208-1600. 
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GM report: bridge lights, pickleball courts and online payments
Ocean Pines Association General 

Manager John Viola and his staff sup-
plied updates to several ongoing ini-
tiatives, including bridge lights, new 
pickleball courts, and online assess-
ment payments during the March 23 
Ocean Pines Association board meet-
ing.  

Viola said efforts to improve the 
North Gate Bridge continue. The lat-
est round of upgrades will include pole 
lights at the four corners and six 
smaller lights on each side of the 
bridge.   

The Board unanimously approved 
a capital purchase request for the 
lights at a cost of $39,995 from Den-
ney Electric Supply in Millsboro.   

Board members voted 7-0 to au-
thorize $175,244 for new pickleball 
courts at the Ocean Pines Racquet 
Center. In-house site work will add 
$40,000 to the project.   

“A lot has gone into this and I’m 
just happy that we’re able to [move] 
forward,” Viola said, adding it was a 
team effort to get to that point.  

Viola also asked the Board to ap-
prove $260,908 for 76 new Yamaha 
golf carts, and he again received unan-
imous support. He said the proposal 
was vetted by both the Budget and Fi-

nance and Golf advisory committees.   
The old carts are in year six of a 

seven-year depreciation cycle, Viola 
said, and are out of warranty and start-
ing to show their wear. He said the 
new carts would be quieter, more fuel 
efficient, and cheaper to maintain.  

“We’re trying to be proactive on 
this,” he said. “This is for something 
almost 15 months down the road, but 
that’s the lead time that’s needed to … 
purchase golf carts.”  

The meeting on Wednesday fea-
tured the use of new “hybrid” 
audio/visual equipment in the Club-
house Meeting Room, allowing home-
owners for the first time to attend 
either in-person or virtually. Several 
dozen homeowners took advantage of 
the new feature.  

Viola said the new system, pur-
chased for $13,157 from Milton based 
Mid South Audio, could also be used 
in other venues. The Association in-
stalled a “budget” version of a hybrid 
system in the small conference room 
in the administration building, for use 
during committee meetings.   

“We can see how this has evolved 
… [from] where we were three or four 
years ago,” Viola said. “We’re certainly 
moving [forward] … and we continue 

to enhance this process.”  
Senior Executive Office Manager 

Linda Martin presented an overview of 
customer service calls, which Viola 
called “one of the most efficient 
processes and initiatives that we’ve 
put in.”  

Martin said she and staff, which 
also includes Marketing Coordinator 
Julie Malinowski, fielded 115 calls and 
emails to info@oceanpines.org in Feb-
ruary.   

Of those, 44 were related to CPI 
(compliance, permit and inspections), 
41 were general questions, 18 were 
about amenities, nine were questions 
for Public Works, and three were 
about drainage. The Association con-
tinues to push the use of info@ocean-
pines.org for all general questions.   

Also, during her report, Martin 
said Ocean Pines is considering the 
use of solar lights around the South 
Gate Pond and at some street inter-
sections.   

“Currently, we’re trying to work 
with a local supplier who is out of 
Fruitland, Maryland, and we’re just 
waiting on a quote,” she said.  

Finance Director Steve Phillips 

said homeowners can now pay assess-
ments online, thanks to a new feature 
on the Association website, 
www.oceanpines.org, which is run 
using Northstar software.  

“We continue ... to work toward 
utilizing the different capabilities and 
functionalities within North Star, and 
we’re excited to say that we actually 
launched our online payment portal 
on Monday,” Phillips said. “The mem-
bers can actually log in [and] make 
payments on their assessments.  

“This is hopefully the first step in 
many different utilizations of the on-
line features,” Phillips added.  

On the financial side, Phillips said 
the Association had another positive 
variance to budget in February, bring 
the year-to-date positive variance to 
more than $1.5 million.   

To view video of the entire General 
Manager’s report, visit 
https://youtu.be/8ErpeEFSb9E?t=35
8.  

To view slides from the report, visit 
https://www.oceanpines.org/docu-
ments/10184/217738/3-23-22+Meet-
ing+Power+Point+%25283%2529.ppt
x. 

Board meeting briefs
The Ocean Pines Board of Direc-

tors discussed the following items dur-
ing a regular meeting on March 23:   

Second readings approved  
Board members voted unani-

mously to approve second readings of 
Resolution M-09, related to the Search 
Committee, and Resolution M-09 “At-
tachment B,” related to Board candi-
date applications.   

Association President Colette Horn 
said the changes were necessary be-
cause “It has become evident to the 
Board that we need to improve our 
processes for candidate verification for 
our board elections.”  

“The proposed revisions to Resolu-
tion M-09 aim to do this. These revi-
sions have undergone two prior 
readings by the Board and discussion 
by the Board of the language changes 
noted,” she said, adding the docu-
ments were also reviewed by the By-
laws and Resolutions Committee.   

Also, during the meeting, Board 
members reviewed resolutions B-07 
(petitions), M-05 (animal control) and 

M-07 (bulkhead and waterway main-
tenance) but did not vote on any spe-
cific changes.  

 
Mission and vision  
Board members reviewed the cur-

rent Association mission and vision:   
VISION:  Ocean Pines will be a pre-

mier resort community, offering ex-
ceptional value and quality of life to 
property owners who are diverse in 
age, economic status and interests.  

MISSION: Provide the governance, 
administration, facilities, services and 
amenities that are necessary to make 
Ocean Pines an attractive, affordable, 
safe and enjoyable place to live and 
work.   

“This is being brought up primarily 
because it’s kind of old,” Horn said. 
“Secondly, some discussion came up in 
the Strategic Planning Advisory Com-
mittee ... that perhaps, based on the 
recent property owner survey ... we 
may want to revisit this.”  

please see briefs on page 6
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According to a 2019 Bureau of Labor Statistics survey of baby boomers, the aver-

age number of jobs held in a lifetime is 12. Women spend slightly less time in com-

panies than men. In its 2018 Employee Tenure Summary, the BLS reported that the 

median tenure for women is 4 years and 4.3 for men. However, 

women hold nearly as many jobs as men across their careers, 

despite some taking time off to raise children. Comparatively, 

women hold 12.1 jobs to men’s 12.5. Certain industries lend 

themselves to higher rates of tenure. Federal government em-

ployees, for example, have long rates of tenure, while the 

shortest average tenure belongs to workers in the leisure and 

hospitality sector, according to the career experts at Zippia. 

Columbia College Calgary reports similar trends in Canada, 

where the average individual has about 15 jobs in a lifetime. Studies sug-

gest that Canadians in Generation Y tend to hold positions for 2.7 years, Generation 

X at 3.4 years, and Baby Boomers for 12 years.  

Did You  

Know...

Commentary by Joe Reynolds 
Oceanpinesforum.com 

Association member Sherrie Clif-
ford tells the OPA Board of Directors 

there is a “Need to 
shut down (social 
media) groups that 
have their own agen-
das behind them!” 
Draconian? Ap-
palling? An early 
April Fools joke? 

This incredible 
statement took place 

during a meeting of the Board of Di-
rectors with the Strategic Planning 
Committee on March 29, 2022. 

Association member George Alston 
wrote on OceanPinesForum.com, “I 
don’t believe what I just read. Sounds 
like the book Animal Farm.” 

Former board member Esther 
Diller wrote, “Wow, just when you 
thought it couldn’t get crazier.” 

OceanPinesForum.com member 
Robert Enderle wrote, “I don’t think 
there’s any legal way for OPA to ‘shut 
down’ a Facebook group, unless it 
were demonstrated that the page was 
somehow libelous… and good luck 
with that. Anyone suggesting this as a 
viable option — in public, no less — is 
either outside of their mind or seeking 
to manipulate people through easily-

punctured rhetoric.” 
Clifford, a relative newcomer to 

Ocean Pines, is the founder of a Face-
book group whose members have been 
battling online with another Facebook 
group created by Diller. 

Board member Amy Peck seems to 
be central to the inter-group animos-
ity, having initially supported the 
Diller group created about a year ago 
and then recently switching her al-
liance to this new Clifford group. Clif-
ford, says her group intends: “To 
provide oversight, transparency, trust 
and positivity with the OPA and its 
residents. Centralized location for in-
formation and conversation.” 

Clifford also wrote, “Ocean Pines 
currently has a Social Media crisis on 
their hands right now and the OPA 
needs to get this under control vs al-
ways being on the defense!” A crisis? 
Yes a crisis, Clifford says. 

Dinah Hoffmeister, a Diller sup-
porter, wrote, “Now this is funny. The 
troubles didn’t start until (the Clifford 
group) wanted to oversee the board of 
directors by having said board of di-
rectors in her group!” 

Let’s backtrack a bit to examine 
three things that took place at the 
board meeting of March 23, 2022. 
First, Hoffmeister attacked board 
members Amy Peck and Frank Daly in 

public comments, publicly exposing 
private communication from Peck re-
garding former board member Esther 
Diller. Hoffmeister also revealed some 
private communication from former 
OPA employee Colby Phillips that was 
negative about Peck. This was all the 
topic of a prior commentary, “A Mat-
ter of Trust” 

Second, director Doug Parks 
brought up for discussion the possibil-
ity of some sort of board policy re-
garding board member participation 
on social media sites. Director Rick 
Farr was apparently ready with some 
sample policy but never provided the 
details. Director Larry Perrone wisely 
suggested dropping the entire 
topic. Incredibly, president Colette 
Horn then appointed Peck to look into 
the issue and report back to the board.  

Third, Horn appointed Clifford to 
the Search Committee but rejected the 
application of Stuart Lakernick, 
Diller’s husband. I know. I know. The 
players in the cast can become compli-
cated. 

Not many days later the board 
meets with the Strategic Planning 
Committee and Clifford makes her 

outrageous comment. However, her 
comments to the board did not end 
with suggesting the need to shut down 
some social media groups. Clifford 
wants the board to establish a Social 
Media Committee and she wants it 
“ASAP!” 

There is more. Clifford also writes 
on OceanPinesForum.com, “If the 
OPA potentially were to have their 
own Paper and/or Social Media Group 
the residents might be more likely to 
read & communicate where central-
ized factual information is being 
shared.” 

Asked about her “paper” idea, Clif-
ford did not respond. As a relative 
newcomer, Clifford may not be aware 
that OPA tried an official community 
forum social media site a few years 
ago. It failed miserably. OPA does, 
however, maintain an official page on 
Facebook and an extensive website 
loaded with factual information. It is 
not enough for Clifford. 

Hoffmeister wrote to Clifford about 
her Facebook group, “When asked by 
many people the purpose of an (Clif-

Courier Almanac
Stanley Kubrick’s 2001: A Space Odyssey debuted in theaters 

on April 6, 1968. 
Kubrick, whose 1964 Cold War satire Dr. Strangelove had been 

popular with audiences and critics alike, was intrigued by 
science fiction but felt the genre rarely produced interest-
ing films. He became determined to make one, using the sci-fi 
story The Sentinel as source material and enlisting its au-
thor, Arthur C. Clarke, as his co-writer. The film does feature 
a coherent plot, involving two scientists and a highly-in-
telligent computer sent to investigate a mysterious event 
near Jupiter, but several scenes, including the film’s now-leg-
endary opening, which seems to depict hominids learning to 
use tools after the appearance of a mysterious monolith, are 
surreal and highly open to interpretation. Filming required 
the construction of a giant centrifuge to serve as the space-
ship’s interior and numerous expensive visual effects, in-
cluding a groundbreaking psychedelic sequence near the end 
of the film so complex that staff referred to it as the “Man-
hattan Project.” Kubrick is said to have removed over 15 min-
utes from the final cut, which nonetheless ran well over 2 
hours.

Commentary
Shut them down? 

please see commentary on page 14 
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If you were to talk with my three 
grown children, they would tell you 
that as a father I did not accommo-
date (not often) their requests to take 
them to the toy store to buy them a toy 
or two or three.  And they would be 

correct in their recollections.  It was 
enough that their mother and I put a 
roof over their heads and food on the 
table.  We paid to have their teeth 
straightened.  We purchased athletic 
equipment for sports they played only 
a season, maybe two.  My wife and I 
paid with our youth and sanity to en-
sure our children grew up to be re-
sponsible adults, enduring their 
teenage moods and attitudes.   We did 
all that and were very glad to have 
done so.  Really we were. 

Why were we glad to do so?  Be-
cause children beget grandchildren.  
And grandchildren are wonderful! 

On a recent Sunday that happened 
to be our granddaughter’s tenth birth-
day, my wife and I were unexpectedly 
able to drive to Newport News to 
share the big event.  We didn’t know 
until the last minute that we’d be able 
to visit.  But we could and we did. 

The kids were unaware that we’d 
be able to join them.  The same was 
true with their other set of grandpar-
ents.  When we pulled into the drive-
way and got out of the car, the kids 
exploded through the front door, 
jumping into our arms with un-
abashed joy.  Oh, what a feeling for 
grandparents. 

After catching up with our daugh-
ter and son-in-law as well as our son-
in-law’s parents and brother and 
watching our granddaughter open her 
gifts, the kids asked if we would take 
them to Target.  Our granddaughter 
had birthday money she wanted to 
spend.  Much to the amazement of my 
daughter, I immediately said yes.  So 
off to the store went my wife and I 
with our grandchildren who chattered 
during the entire drive. 

Once through the store doors, we 
were pulled, scratch that, dragged, to 
the toy department, the most wonder-

ful place for any child.  The birthday 
girl and her seven-year-old brother 
scanned the treasures before them.  
My grandson, who brought no money 
with him, was eyeing Play-Doh toys, 
most specifically a pizza maker.   

“Doesn’t this look like 
fun, Nino.”   

“Yes, yes, it does.” 
“Yeah, I think so too.  

How much is it?” 
He was baiting the 

hook.  He knows how to 
read and is Johnny-on-
the-spot when it comes to 

money. 
“Well, let’s take a look,” I re-

sponded.  “$14.95.” 
“Oh, $14.95.  Hmm.” 
He was getting ready to set the 

hook. 
“You know Nino, I really like Play 

Doh.  I play with it all the time.” 
“Really?” 
“Yes, all the time.  It would really 

be nice to be able to make Play Doh 
pizza.” 

“Really?” 
“Yes, it would,” he tells me slowly 

and with just the right amount of hu-
mility.” 

“Would you like to get this,” I ask 
earnestly, with just the right amount 
of wonder. 

“I’d like to but I don’t have any 
money.”   

The game is afoot. 
“Oh, well, that’s a problem, don’t 

you think?” 
“Yeah, I guess it is,” said with drip-

ping faux melancholy. 
He begins to slowly, very slowly 

put the toy back on the shelf.  Cocking 
his head toward me, hoping to hear 
me utter the magic words he seeks. 

“Well, you know, how about we do 
this.  How about I buy it for you?  Will 
that be okay?” 

“Yes, that would fine,” he responds 
with mock surprise as he quickly pulls 
the toy toward him, knowing he had 
reeled me in, hook, line and sinker. 

In that wonderful relationship that 
exists between a grandfather and his 
grandson, there is certain amount of 
give and take even though we both 
know that the grandson is more often 
than not going to get what he wants. 

After Diamond Jim hustled his 
grandfather, we made our way over to 
where the Birthday Girl was carefully 
looking at different dolls and acces-

sories as well as Polly Pockets.  Her 
parents had given her $30 to spend 
from her birthday money, so she was 
doing a lot math equations calculating 
how many toys she 
could buy, includ-
ing tax.   She asked 
her grandmother 
to use her phone 
calculator to fig-
ure out different 
combinations.   
There was a lot 
of figuring going 
on involving 
several toys 
that were buy 
one get one 
half price.  
This went on 
for about 10 
minutes or 
so.  Finally… 

“ H o w  
about if Nino 
pays for these extra 
toys?” 

“Well, they are buy one get one 
half price Nino,” says the blue-eyed, 
blonde hair angel.   

“Such a deal.  We can’t pass that 
up, can we?” 

“No, I guess we can’t,” says the 

newly-minted ten-year-old. 
Everyone was satisfied. 
It was an afternoon when Nino 

and Q were enjoying the prerogatives 
of grandparenthood.  And why not?  

We worked hard to get there.   
Not to leave 

anyone out, we 
stopped by the 
baby section and 
bought a Pack 
and Play to keep 
at our house for 
our grandchild 
who will arrive six 
months from now.  

Yes, it’s true 
my wife and I 
rarely spent time in 
the toy department 
when our children 
were young.  Money 
was tight and there 
were those braces to 
pay for.  Well, we are 
no longer responsible 
for teeth straighten-

ing and a host of other expenses.  Our 
time can now be spent doing what all 
grandparents enjoy – spoiling our 
grandchildren and then giving them 
back to their parents.  How wonder-
ful! 

The joy of grandparenting 

It’s All About. . . 
By Chip Bertino

chipbertino@delmarvacourier.com
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briefs 
from page 3 

 
Director Amy Peck, the current 

committee liaison, said the committee 
would review the statements and make 
a recommendation to the Board “no 
later than July 2022.”   

 
Social media policy  
Director Doug Parks introduced a 

discussion topic on the development of 
a Board policy on social media, but 
Board members decided the subject 
requires further study.   

Parks said social media can be a 
“source of confusion as to where the 
official pieces of information regarding 
Ocean Pines reside.”  

“I think it’s very important that we 
make sure ... that everybody is aware 
that there is an official OPA infor-
mation source,” he said.   

Director Larry Perrone said most 
people know the difference between 
official statements and nonofficial 
ones.   

“The Board has agreed that official 
statements will come out through the 
president, and we also agreed that any 
postings that we put on any social 
media site would be factual,” he said. 
“I’m just loathe to start making proce-
dures because a couple people – 1% – 
are confused.  

“Establishing more policies, just for 
that reason, I don’t think it’s nec-
essary,” Perrone added.  

Director Rick Farr said he sub-
mitted a draft policy to Board 
members for review and possible fu-
ture discussion.   

“I think it’s something that we 
should definitely take a look at,” he 
said.   

Horn suggested having a conver-
sation with the Association attorney 
about future inclusion in a Board res-
olution.   

“What I’m proposing is that we do 
further study on this … and maybe 
come back with a more concrete pro-
posal,” she said. Horn asked Director 
Amy Peck to lead that effort.   

Tree removal policy  
After a lengthy discussion on im-

proper tree removal, Board members 
asked the Architectural Review Com-
mittee to craft a recommendation on 
procedural changes.  

Director Rick Farr, the committee 
liaison, said there are currently “incon-
sistent practices regarding tree remo-
val requests, permitting application 
process and apparent widespread 
abuses by both homeowners and tree 
service companies.”  

“There is a lot of tree removal going 
on that is not going through our proper 
protocols,” Farr said, adding that some 
tree-removal companies were using 
permits “that actually haven’t gone 
through the whole process.”  

Committee Chairperson John Dil-
worth said he wanted the matter 
brought to the Board “so you would be 
aware of how completely out of hand 
this is getting.”  

He said the committee was working 
on an updated set of guidelines, but, 
“this can’t wait.”  

“We need something to beef this up 
right now,” he said.   

Josh Vickers from Public Works 
also said the issue was a big one, with 
tree removal taking up the bulk of his 
time and as many as 18-20 removals 
coming up each day.   

“I think what we really need is the 
committee to work with the staff to 
come forth with any recommendations 
that they have that are doable, within 
our governing documents,” Horn said.   

  
Board endorsements  
Board members opted not to en-

dorse Maryland HB 882, which would 
authorize expanded wetland bound-

aries and planning for a walking and 
biking trail in Snow Hill.  

Parks said the Recreation and 
Parks Committee recommended the 
endorsement, because it might have a 
future impact on similar projects in 
Ocean Pines.   

“The way Ocean Pines … might fall 
into this project, is that in the future it 
could allow a future trail between 
Snow Hill and Berlin,” Peck said. “My 
concern in sending the letter of sup-
port is that HB 882 does not impact 
Ocean Pines directly.”  

Instead, she recommended sending 
a letter to the state endorsing expan-
sion of the Route 90 Bridge.  

“It does directly affect OP, as the 
Route 90 Bridge has a major crossing 
at [Route] 589 in what essentially is 
the middle of Ocean Pines,” she said. 
“Without a safe walkway, it’s unsafe 
for our homeowners to cross this inter-
section and go to the library, post of-
fice, stores, elementary school, etc.”  

 
Mailboxes  
Director Josette Wheatley did not 

receive support for her motion to “to 
investigate and recommend three loca-
tions for the design and construction 
structures to cover existing mail-
boxes.”  

Perrone said General Manager 
John Viola had, many times, looked at 
the cost of feasibility of such a project.   

“We have determined that putting 
structures around the mailboxes is 
going to be millions of dollars,” he 
said. “I just don’t see it.”   

Viola said there is a program in 
place to clean up the boxes and replace 
the existing pedestals.   

“We have a program. Let’s finish 
that out … let’s see what happens and 
what we learn from that,” he said.   

 
Intersection lighting test  
Board members also vetoed a plan 

to install lighting and reflectors at six 
intersections.  

Per the motion by Frank Daly, 
“Two locations must be between the 
Route 90 Bridge and the Northgate, 
two between the Route 90 Bridge and 
Manklin Creek, and the third set of two 
locations between Manklin Creek and 
the Southern end of Ocean Parkway.”  

Peck said the recent community 
survey found only minimal support for 
street lighting, with 60% showing “no 
interest or only a slight or moderate in-
terest in street lighting.”   

“The majority have no interest in 
any streetlighting whatsoever,” she 
said.   

The motion did not receive a sec-
ond.  

 
Referendum items  
Board members approved three 

motions related to the upcoming by-
laws referendum:  

To adopt the recommendation 
from the Bylaws and Resolutions Ad-
visory Committee to have Counsel de-
velop the appropriate wording for a 
referendum to amend the By-laws to a 
new Section 1.11 of the By-laws to read 
as follows: Section 1.11 “Owner of 
Record” means, the person(s) listed on 
the deed recorded in the Land Records 
of Worcester County as the owner of 
property (grantee/party in second 
part) within the Subdivision to which 
votes are attributable. If a trust is listed 
on the deed recorded in the Land 
Records of Worcester County as the 
owner of the property within the Sub-
division, then the Owner of Record 
shall be the trustee(s) or co-trustees of 
the trust who is/are listed on the 
recorded deed to such property. 
*(Passed 6-0-1, with one abstention).  

To adopt the recommendation of 
the Bylaws and Resolutions Commit-
tee to have Counsel develop the appro-
priate wording for a referendum to 
amend the By-laws Section 5.02(a) to 
add the following to the criteria for eli-
gibility for candidates for election to 
the Board of Directors: No Corporate 
entity (including but not limited to a 
Corporation, LLC, Partnership or 
agency) that is listed as the owner of 
record may have an individual be a 
candidate for the Board of Directors. 
This subsection does not apply to a 
Trustee or Co-Trustee. *(Passed 6-1).  

To have Counsel develop the ap-
propriate wording for a referendum to 
revise By-Laws Section 5.02(a) adding 
a paragraph (iv) to read as follows: Ar-
ticle V. Section 5.02. Candidates for 
Election. (a)Eligibility (iv)No member 
shall be a candidate for election as a 
Director if he or she is an employee of 
the Association as of the date the can-
didate’s application is submitted for 
consideration by the Secretary. 
*(Passed unanimously, 7-0).  

 
Committee appointments   
Board members unanimously ap-

proved three committee appoint-
ments:  

-Sherri Clifford – 1st Term – 
Search Committee  
-Michelle Stewart – 1st Term – 
Search Committee   
-Vicki Eckenrode – 1st Term – 
Strategic Planning Committee.

e-subscribe FREE to  
The Courier and get it  

delivered to your  
computer each week!   
delmarvacourier.com
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Call Today for  our Best Ever  Spring Specials!

Proposed sports complex 
hearing scheduled

The Worcester County Commis-
sioners will host a public hearing on a 
proposal to purchase 95.521 acres of 
property in the Berlin/West Ocean 
City area and identified on Tax Map 25 
as Parcel 89 to develop a sports com-
plex, using a portion of the proceeds 
from general obligation bond funds of 
$11,198,830 in FY23 to fund acqui-
sition, design, and development costs. 
The public hearing will take place in 
the Stephen Decatur High School au-
ditorium in Berlin on Tuesday, April 
19, 2022, at 6 p.m. 

The main purpose for the sports 
complex, which is included in the 
FY23-FY27 Capital Improvement Plan 
(CIP), is to provide county residents 
and guests with more recreational pro-
gramming and event opportunities by 
providing additional field space. Con-
ceptual plans for this project include 
multi-purpose fields, with restrooms, 
parking, and concessions for recrea-
tion and travel sports. Additional park 
amenities would include walking 
trails, ponds, and a playground.  

The sports complex is one of many 

projects in the CIP totaling 
$200,321,677 that are proposed over 
the five-year period. A separate public 
hearing will take place during the com-
missioners’ regularly-scheduled April 
5 meeting to receive comments on pro-
posed bond bills for additional CIP 
projects to be completed in the near 
term, including the Stephen Decatur 
Middle School addition, Snow Hill 
Middle School and Cedar Chapel Spe-
cial School roof replacement, public 
safety logistical storage facility design 
and development, County Jail Phase 2 
improvements, and a belt filter press 
water and wastewater project in the 
Ocean Pines Sanitary Service Area. 

If you live in Ocean Pines, be 
sure to contact The Courier 

 if you want the paper each 
 week in your driveway.  

  
Call 410-629-5906

Helper visit - First grade students at Ocean City Elementary recently enjoyed a 

visit from a tooth fairy helper, who taught them all the healthy ways to take care of their 

teeth.   Pictured are: Cora Handel, Emma Stallings, Noelle Fritzsche, Wyatt 
Brown, Charlie Hammond and Amelia Purnell.
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Monday - Saturday  11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

410-208-2782

Inside Ocean Pines  

South Gate

DeNovo’s  
Delivers

Lunch   Dinner    
Full Service Bar

Check Daily Menu Specials at 
www.denovos.com

11 am to Closing

SPECIALS
Monday 

Linguini & Meatballs ... $10.95 

Large Cheese Pizza ... $9.50 

DINE IN ONLY Burger Night... 5 choices under $10 

$5 Crushes & HH 11-7pm RESTAURANT WIDE 
 

Tuesday 
Chicken Parmesan …$11.95 (soup or salad) 

DINE IN ONLY  Choice of a large House, Caesar, 

Spinach, Chef, Greek or Antipasti Salads... $8 

$3.50 Rails & HH 11-7pm Restaurant Wide  
 

Wednesday 
Pasta Night…$11.95 (soup or salad) Selections vary 

DINE IN ONLY  $3 OFF Cheesesteaks 

Wine Wednesday $15 Bottles/ 

HH 11-7 Restaurant Wide 
 

Thursday 
Sweet & Sour Chicken…$9.95 

DINE IN ONLY  

Comfort Food Night! 2 selections. Vary weekly 

$2 Natty BOH or Light & HH 11-7pm  
Restaurant Wide 

 

Friday 
Fried Shrimp served with  

cole slaw & FF... $16 (soup or salad) 

DINE IN ONLY Meatloaf Platter served with 

mashed potatoes & a veggie…$12.95  

(soup or salad) 

HH 4-7 Restaurant Wide 
 

Saturday 
SEAFOOD SATURDAY… fresh catch announced! 

DINE IN ONLY Large Cheese Pizza  (toppings 

extra), get a Caesar or House Salad for ONLY 

$2.99  

HH 4-7 Restaurant Wide

OPA Board election  
process underway 

The Ocean Pines Elections Com-
mittee has announced important dates 
for the 2022 election process, includ-
ing filing and voting deadlines, and 
dates for two candidate forums.   

This year, three seats on the Board 
of Directors will be up for election: 
those currently held by directors Larry 
Perrone, Amy Peck and Josette 
Wheatley. The seven-member volun-
teer board is the governing body of 
Ocean Pines.  

Ocean Pines’ Resolution M-06 calls 
for at least two more candidates than 
open seats, meaning the Association is 
seeking five or more candidates in 
2022. The deadline to file is by 4 p.m. 
on Tuesday, May 10.   

“If you’re thinking about applying 
as a candidate for the Ocean Pines 
Board of Directors, there’s a wealth of 
information at www.oceanpines.org,” 
Elections Committee Chairperson 
Carol Ludwig said. “We also recom-
mend that you establish contact with 
the Ocean Pines Search Committee, 
and educate yourself about the Ocean 
Pines community and governance 
through the bylaws and Book of Reso-
lutions.   

“Pay particular attention to Reso-
lutions C-08 and M-06, as they pertain 
to candidate activities and elections 
procedures. Previous Board of Direc-
tor meeting agendas, meeting materi-

als and minutes are available at ocean-
pines.org, and videos of previous 
Board of Director meetings can be 
viewed via YouTube and www.ocean-
pines.org,” Ludwig added.  

Applications are available at the 
administration building or on the 
Ocean Pines website at 
https://www.oceanpines.org/docu-
ments/10184/53744/OPA+Board+ca
ndidate+registration+form.pdf.  

Important upcoming election dates 
include:  

-Eligible Candidate Draw and 
Workshop (to determine ballot order 
and seating during candidate forums) 
- Tuesday, June 7 at 2 p.m. in the East 
Room of the Ocean Pines Community 
Center  

-First Candidate Forum - Wednes-
day, June 22 at 6 p.m. in the Club-
house Meeting Room  

-Second Candidate Forum - Satur-
day, June 25 at 10 a.m. in the Club-
house Meeting Room  

-Ballot Deadline - Wednesday, 
Aug. 10 by 4 p.m.  

-Ballots Counted and Vote Totals 
Announced - Thursday, Aug. 11 start-
ing at 10 a.m. in the Clubhouse Meet-
ing Room  

-Annual Meeting - Saturday, Aug. 
13. Time and Venue TBD  

For questions about the election, 
contact elections@oceanpines.org.  

New family run and day of  
fun coming to Ocean Pines

Families of all ages are invited to 
enjoy a day of fitness fun as the Ocean 
Pines Recreation and Parks Depart-
ment hosts its first 1-mile fun 
run/walk on Saturday, May 14 begin-
ning at 10 a.m. at Veterans Memorial 
Park.  

The event, which will include a 1-
mile walk or run around the South 
Gate Pond and a variety of other fun 
activities, is designed to encourage 
families to exercise together, accord-
ing to event supervisor Katie Goet-
zinger. 

“Recreation and Parks wanted to 
hold an event where the whole family 
could participate and get active,” Goet-
zinger said. “The South Gate Pond is a 
great place to both get exercise and 
enjoy the beautiful scenery our neigh-
borhood has to offer.” 

The after-walk party at the park 
will last until 2 p.m. and will feature 
moon bounces, face painting, music, 
vendors and giveaways, all of which 
are included in the registration fee. 
Food will also be available for pur-
chase.  

The cost to participate is $10 per 
person before the event; day-of regis-
tration is $15 and begins at 9 a.m. 
Those who pre-register are guaranteed 
an event t-shirt, and all participants 
will be entered into a drawing for a 
chance to win a new bicycle. 

“Event vendors will include the Get 
Baked food trolley and Ray’s Wraps, 
which offers sand art, hair wraps and 
airbrush tattoos. Recreation and Parks 
will also have a concession stand with 

please see family  on page 14
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Cashman named Teacher of the Year
In a celebration of excellence in ed-

ucation, tonight Worcester County 
Public Schools (WCPS) announced the 
2022 Worcester County Teacher of the 
Year: Kristin Cashman of Pocomoke 
High School.  

During its annual Teacher of the 
Year celebration, Worcester County 
Board of Education Vice President 
Todd Ferrante made the announce-
ment following a program honoring all 
fourteen school-level teachers of the 
year and their commitment to provid-
ing a high-quality education to the 
young people of Worcester County.  

“I am so proud of both Kristin and 
all of the incredible teachers we have 
honored this evening,” said Superin-
tendent of Schools Lou Taylor. 
“Kristin will be a fantastic representa-
tive not only for her school, but our en-
tire school system as she progresses to 
the state-level program. Her passion-
ate advocacy for equity in education is 
to be commended.”  

An English teacher and leader of 
Pocomoke High School’s equity team, 
Cashman takes pride in creating a safe 
space in her classroom for all who 

enter. “No matter your race, ethnicity, 
creed, sexual orientation or identity, 
once you cross the threshold into my 
classroom, we be-
come a family,” 
Cashman said in her 
portfolio. Through 
reading important 
historical texts like 
Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr.’s Letter 
from Birmingham 
Jail, Cashman en-
deavors to create a 
space for healthy dis-
course and dialogue 
among her students. 
Lessons like this are 
indicative of how 
Cashman values and 
amplifies student 
voice as they connect 
with and explore different pieces of lit-
erature. 

 Cashman is a graduate of Salisbury 
University, where she is also an ad-
junct professor in the education de-
partment. Beyond her work in the 
classroom, Cashman is also a coordi-

nator for the Worcester on Wheels 
program, a mobile engagement and 
outreach program that won $1 million 

in the state’s 
competitive pro-
gram to support 
innovative educa-
tion solutions 
and learning re-
covery from the 
COVID-19 pan-
demic. Cashman 
also facilitates 
Women Who 
Rise, a program 
developed with 
Worcester’s local 
higher education 
partners to create 
a pipeline for fu-
ture female edu-
c a t o r s ,  

particularly those who are historically 
underrepresented in education.  

“A champion for all her students 
and colleagues, Kristin ignites the en-
tire building with energy and enthusi-
asm for this work,” Pocomoke High 
School Principal Jenifer Rayne said. 

“Every school, every county, and every 
state needs a Kristin Cashman!”  

Cashman was one of four finalists 
announced on March 18, who were in 
the running for the prestigious title. 
The other outstanding finalists were 
Steven Deakyne of Stephen Decatur 
High School, Lindsay Harrington of 
Stephen Decatur Middle School, and 
Michael Levy of Worcester Technical 
High School.  

Cashman was selected by a panel of 
judges representing experts in the field 
of education including higher educa-
tion partners, retired Worcester 
County Public Schools’ personnel, and 
the current reigning 2021 Worcester 
County Teacher of the Year. All candi-
dates were judged based on a rigorous 
set of criteria in alignment with both 
the state and national level Teacher of 
the Year programs, which include in-
structional abilities, collaboration, 
building connections with our com-
munity, leadership and innovation 
both in and out of the classroom, and 
the ability to articulate their education 
beliefs and advocate for how to better 
this field. 
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Answers for March 23

Most of the country drives during 
an eastern North American summer 
will turn up a few Eastern Bluebirds 
sitting on telephone wires or perched 
atop a nest box, calling out in a short, 
wavering voice or abruptly dropping to 
the ground after an insect. Marvelous 
birds to capture in your binoculars, 
male Eastern Bluebirds are a brilliant 
royal blue on the back and head, and 
warm red-brown on the breast. Blue 
tinges in the wings and tail give the 
grayer females an elegant look. 

This species 
may visit back-
yards if food is of-
fered. It doesn’t 
often come to 
feeders, unless 
you have feeders 
that provide 
mealworms.  

Eastern Blue-
birds are a great 
prospect for nest 
boxes if you have 
the space to put 
one up in your 
yard, and if your 
yard isn’t too 
hemmed in by 
trees or houses. 
Consider putting 
up a nest box to 
attract a breeding 
pair. Make sure 
you put it up well before breeding sea-
son. Attach a guard to keep predators 
from raiding eggs and young. 

The male Eastern Bluebird displays 
his nest cavity to attract a female. He 
brings nest material to the hole, goes 
in and out, and waves his wings while 
perched above it. That is pretty much 
his contribution to nest building; only 
the female Eastern Bluebird builds the 
nest and incubates the eggs. 

Eastern Bluebirds typically have 
more than one successful brood per 
year. Young produced in early nests 
usually leave their parents in summer, 
but young from later nests frequently 
stay with their parents over the winter. 

Eastern Bluebirds occur across 
eastern North America and south as 
far as Nicaragua. Birds that live farther 
north and in the west of the range tend 
to lay more eggs than eastern and 
southern birds. 

Eastern Bluebirds eat mostly in-

sects, wild fruit and berries. Occasion-
ally, Eastern Bluebirds have also been 
observed capturing and eating larger 
prey items such as shrews, salaman-
ders, snakes, lizards and tree frogs. 

The oldest recorded Eastern Blue-
bird was at least 10 years, six months 
old. It had been banded in New York 
in May 1989, and was found dead in 
South Carolina November 1999. 

-The Cornell Lab, All About Birds

My Backyard...  sponsored by Maureen Kennedy

Bluebirds

South Gate Ocean Pines   11312 Manklin Creek Rd 

410-208-1479
Follow us on facebook @ mybackyard.oceanpines

OPEN  
Tuesday - Saturday  10 am - 5 pm

We’re all about the birds and more!



                         April 6, 2022  The Courier  Page 11

Astronomy &  
Spaceflight

By Douglas Hemmick, Ph.D.

Artemis-1 to include  
lunar water probe

When the Artemis-1 mission blasts 
off later this year, it will carry onboard 
a small probe designed to investigate 
water resources on the moon.  NASA’s 
“Lunar IceCube” is a small secondary 
payload to be released in a low orbit 
about the moon while collecting de-
tailed information about water de-
posits on or near the surface.  
Scientists will use this data to create a 
detailed map to aid future missions in 
their use of this critical resource. 

The Lunar IceCube has been built 
under a $24 million NASA program 
headed by Morehead State University, 
Morehead, KY.  Others participating 
include Goddard Space Flight Center, 
Greenbelt, MD. and the Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory, Pasadena, CA.  Previous 
lunar missions have discovered evi-
dence of water ice in frigid regions 
such as the lunar south pole.  Lunar 
IceCube will investigate how much 
water is there and identify where these 
deposits are located.  

Last year, on October 12, NASA an-
nounced completing the installation of 
10 Cubesats, including mounting the 
IceCube unit onto the SLS rocket, a 
step in preparation for launching 
Artemis-1.  This occurred during the 
stacking operation, when the Orion 
Stage Adaptor containing the 10 re-
search probes was lifted into place and 
attached, as a part of the final assem-
bly procedures. 

The other Cubesats on the Artemis-

1 mission will also be conducting basic 
research.  One of these is designed to 
detect lunar hydrogen, while another, 
examines the effects of space radiation 
on living organisms.  Two of the ten 
Cubesats were built by Japan and one 
by Italy. 

The class of satellites called Cube-
sats are small space probes intended to 
minimize rocketry propulsion needs 
and produce cost effective ways to con-
duct studies.  IceCube weighs 31 
pounds and is about the size of a carry-
on travel bag.  An earlier Cubesat is the 
CAPSTONE (discussed here last Octo-
ber), which weighs 55 lbs. and is about 

please see probe on page 14 

Artist’s rendition of Lunar IceCube probe
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Some things to  
think about

Gathered from the internet by Jack Barnes

Bauer receives prestigious  
Carnegie Hero Fund award

Town of Berlin and Ocean Pines 
Association officials on March 23 pre-
sented Jonathan Bauer with a 2021 
Carnegie Hero Fund award, consid-
ered North America’s highest honor 
for civilian heroism.  

The award was established by in-
dustrialist-philanthropist Andrew 
Carnegie in 1904 to honor acts of ex-
traordinary heroism. In 2021, 71 
Americans received the honor. 

According to the Carnegie Hero 
Fund website, Bauer was involved in a 
multivehicle accident on the Route 50 
Bridge in Ocean City on May 2, 2021. 
During the accident, a 23-month-old 
toddler was ejected from her family’s 
pickup truck, “causing her to land in 
the cold water of the bay.”  

“Bauer … climbed over the bridge’s 
guide rail and jumped 30 feet into the 
shallow water. He swam to the girl, 
who was unresponsive. Holding her 
over his shoulder, he tapped her back 
until she coughed, spit up water, and 
opened her eyes. Bauer held her above 
the surface of the water until a pon-
toon boat arrived to take them to 
shore. The toddler was airlifted to the 
hospital and was released the follow-
ing day. Bauer was sore, but he did not 
require medical treatment,” the web-
site said. 

Bauer is an Ocean Pines resident. 
The Town of Berlin received the phys-
ical award through the Carnegie Hero 
Fund. 

During a brief ceremony at Berlin 
Town Hall on Wednesday, Berlin 
Mayor Zack Tyndall presented Bauer 
with the award. Also attending the cer-
emony were Bauer’s wife, Wendy, 
daughter, Ava, Town of Berlin Mayor’s 
Assistant JoAnn Unger, and Ocean 
Pines Association Public Relations Di-
rector Josh Davis. 

Bauer said the award was a true 
honor, made even more special be-
cause he’s originally from Pittsburgh, 
home to the Carnegie Steel Company 
that launched Andrew Carnegie’s for-
tune. 

“Growing up there and being 
awarded the Carnegie Hero Fund is 
just amazing,” he said. “It absolutely 
was a life-changing moment, not only 
for me, but for my entire family.” 

Bauer’s daughter, because of the 
incident, was inspired to volunteer 
with local EMS.  

Tyndall reflected on his own EMS 
experience, and said it was a great 
honor to present the Carnegie Hero 
Fund award. 

“You work here and you live in 
Ocean Pines, so I think it’s very awe-
some to have somebody receive that 
locally,” he said. “I also think that what 
you did impacted a lot of people, in-
cluding your own daughter and her as-
pirations, and I think it will forever 
change you.” 

Ocean Pines General Manager 
John Viola said Bauer is an inspiration 
to the entire community. 

“When I read and heard what Mr. 
Bauer did, I said this person is a hero,” 
Viola said. “What a wonderful and 
well-deserved thing for him to receive 
that great honor.” 

“We couldn’t be prouder to call Mr. 
Bauer one of our own,” Davis added. 
“What he did was truly heroic, and 
people like him are what make it so 
wonderful to live and work in this 
area.” 

For more information on the 
Carnegie Medal and the history of the 
Carnegie Hero Fund Commission, visit 
www.carnegiehero.org. 

Workshop  
series offered 

The Beach to Bay Heritage Area, 
a tri-county non-profit organization 
will host a series of Lunch & Learn 
workshops this spring. “Pollinator 
gardens and how to attract more 
visitors to 
your site,” 
will be 
h e l d  
Thursday, 
April 7 
from noon 
to 1 p.m. 
at the 
Berlin branch library. Kate Patton, 
Lower Shore Land Trust Director, 
will leading this fun, fast-paced 
hour. Come learn how to get a polli-
nator garden started and learn 
about other pollinator initiatives. 
Bring your own lunch, refreshments 
and snacks will be served. This 
workshop is free and open to the 
public. To reserve your spot email 
info@beachesbayswaterways.org.



If you live in Ocean Pines, be sure  
to contact The Courier if you want 

the paper each week in your driveway.  
 

Call 410-629-5906
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Local developer gift launches land fund
The stretch of forested buffer situ-

ated to the north side of the Ocean City 
airport is not just a pretty view along 

Route 611. This property serves as a 
buffer to the airport and now will no 
longer be at risk of development. 

Jack Burbage is a well-known local 
developer, philanthropist, and out-

doorsman. Burbage is also well known 
for supporting worthy causes on the 
Eastern Shore and for his extraordi-

nary generosity in philanthropic 
giving. His name adorns hospitals 
as well as other local buildings, 
and he is a past recipient of the 
Hal Glick Award. True to his repu-
tation, Burbage bestowed the ulti-
mate gift on the Lower Shore Land 
Trust in 2019. The gift of commer-
cial real estate was the first of its 
kind for the Lower Shore Land 
Trust, and according to Hugh 
Cropper, chairman of the Board of 
Directors, prompted the organiza-
tion to review gift policies and 
asset management before accept-

ing the generous gift.  
Suzy Taylor, Lower Shore Land 

Trust Treasurer, noted that the organ-
ization thought they may have to hold 
the land for some time, waiting for the 

right conservation minded buyer, so it 
came as a pleasant surprise when the 
Town of Ocean City determined that 
this was a parcel critical to satisfy their 
need to buffer the airport.  

The proceeds from the sale of the 
property will be managed by the Board 
of Directors for the purpose of long-
term stewardship of protected lands, 
and more significantly, will launch the 
Jack Burbage Conservation Land 
Fund. The new fund will allow the or-
ganization to seize opportunities to 
protect vulnerable conservation lands 
across the Lower Shore. Furthermore, 
this generous gift of property and re-
cent sale will allow the Lower Shore 
Land Trust to address stringent ac-
creditation goals for stewardship of 
the organization’s land portfolio.  

Mr. Burbage has been a friend of 

the Land Trust for some time.  All of 
his previous support has been impor-
tant and impactful, but this one gift 
will cement Burbage’s legacy as one of 
our most important donors. is one of 
those truly significant gifts that leaves 
a lasting legacy. According to Kate Pat-
ton, executive director of Lower Shore 
Land Trust, “This is the type of gift we 
dream of, and now we can set our 
sights on utilizing the new Jack 
Burbage Conservation Land Fund to 
expand our land preservation pro-
grams”.  

For information about the Lower 
Shore Land Trust and how to support 
the Jack Burbage Conservation Land 
Fund, contact Kate Patton at kpat-
ton@lowershorelandtrust.org or 443-
234-5587.
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Southgate - Ocean Pines 
(Manklin Creek & Ocean Pkwy)

Serving Breakfast and Lunch

Free  

Wireless  

Internet

  410-208-0707

Boar’s Head Meats 

Open 6 a.m. - 2 p.m.  
Wednesday - Sunday 

Pastries and Cookie Trays

Homeowners can now  
pay assessments online 

 Ocean Pines homeowners can now 
pay assessments online by logging onto 
the Association website at www.ocean-
pines.org/login.   

Once on the site, users can click on 
the “login” tab and then follow onscreen 
instructions:    

 -To log in to the members’ side off 
the website, enter your member num-
ber as your username. This can be 
found on your physical assessment 
mailing. Your initial password will be 
your last name in all lowercase letters.    

 -You will then be prompted to enter 

a new password. New passwords must 
be at least eight alphanumeric charac-
ters and include at least one uppercase, 
one lowercase and one special charac-
ter, such as an exclamation mark (!) or 
“at” symbol (@).    

-Finally, you will be asked to select a 
security question, which can be used to 
reset your password.   

-To view or pay the assessment, click 
on “HOA Payments” at the top of the 
page.   

 To make a payment, first select a 
payment option by creating a new ACH-
EFT account or creating a new credit 
card entry. ACH accounts draw directly 
from a bank account and require an ac-
count number and routing number.    

There is a 3.5% charge for 
credit/debit card payments, but no fee 
for paying through a checking account 
(ACH).   

For questions about membership, 
contact the Membership Office at 410-
641-7717 x 3031 or 
email rmeyer@oceanpines.org.   

For general questions, 
email info@oceanpines.org.   
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family 
from page 8 
 
snacks and drinks for sale,” Goet-
zinger said. 

Sponsors are needed for this 
family-friendly event. Sponsorship 
levels range from $50-$200 and in-
clude race entries, promotion on 
event t-shirts and recognition in 
event publicity and banners. Busi-
nesses interested in sponsorships 
should contact Goetzinger at kgoet-
zinger@oceanpines.org or 410-641-
7052.  

This program is open to the pub-

lic and pre-registration is suggested. 
For more information or to register, 
call at 410-641-7052.  

Information regarding additional 
recreational programs, including an 
online version of the Ocean Pines 
Activity Guide, is available at ocean-
pines.org.  

probe 
from page 11 
 
the size of a microwave oven.  Both Ice-
Cube and CAPSTONE have solar panels 
which remain folded down during their 
rocket launch travel to conserve space.  
The panels are unfolded and deployed 
later, a typical sequence for space 
probes.  

The IceCube probe operates using 
near-infrared imaging to find water in 
ice, liquid, and vaporous forms.  Its cen-
tral instrument is a spectrograph called 
the Broadband InfraRed Compact High-
Resolution Exploration Spectrometer 
(BIRCHES).  The BIRCHES instrument 
breaks down near-infrared wavelengths 
– between one and four microns.  Water 
can be identified at wavelengths around 
three microns.    

This spectrometer will also examine 
the lunar “exosphere.” The exosphere is 
a very thin atmosphere-like volume 
which surrounds the Moon.  Scientists 
are interested in understanding the ab-
sorption and release of water from the 
lunar regolith.  Gaseous components 
such as CO2, Ammonia, and Methane 
can also be identified. 

The Lunar IceCube satellite will trace 
out a seven-hour elliptical orbit around 
the moon.  During each orbit, the probe 

will spend one hour observing the lunar 
surface.  The reason for this limited du-
ration is to protect its sensitive instru-
ments.  Permanent damage might occur 
if the sun should shine directly into the 
IceCube’s view.  To prevent this, the de-
sign team developed a small panel (like a 
garage-door), designed to open and close 
to protect it from harm.   

Leader of the IceCube project, Dr. 
Benjamin Malphrus of Morehead State 
University predicted: “When we go back, 
we’re going to stay, build outposts, set up 
science stations, learn how to live in that 
environment and then go on to Mars.”    

NASA has reported that the launch of 
Artemis-1 is scheduled for this coming 
summer.  The enormous SLS rocket 
which powers the mission, weighs in at a 
record-setting 3.5 million pounds. 

In April, stargazing begins at about 
8:30 p.m., with Leo the Lion seen riding 
high.  Leo resembles a reclining lion, 
with its backward question mark repre-
senting the head and mane, and an elon-
gated triangle as the hind legs.  Look 
northwards to spot the popular Big Dip-
per (Ursa Major).  

After 9:30 p.m. Bootes (boh-OH-
teez) the Herdsman appears, featuring 
its bright orange star Arcturus.    

The Lyrid meteor shower will be vis-
ible between April 20 and 22, with a 
peak in the late evening hours the 21st 
and into the wee hours of April 22.  Best 
views take place after about 1:30 a.m., 
fine for night owls. The meteors will ap-
pear to streak outwards from the star 
Vega.  Under ordinary conditions, ob-
servers could expect to see about 10 
“shooting stars” per hour.  However, the 
first quarter moon will interfere some-
what with the display.   

Wishing good luck and clear skies to 
all stargazers.

commentary 
from page 4 
 
ford’s) overlook group, why the logo 
was very similar to Ocean Pines 
logo, why the mugs and business 
cards, etc., you would delete their 
comments, turn off comments, put 
people on admin approval or worse 
yet, remove them from group. That 
is not transparency, that is control.” 

Others have made similar 
charges of deleted posts and lock-
outs regarding the Diller group. 

God forbid any board members 
with half a brain even think about 
becoming wrapped up in all this 
nonsense. Trying to control social 
media would be like trying to catch 
mosquitoes with a crab net. 

Tides for Ocean City Inlet  
 

Day        High      Tide   
              /Low      Time  

 
Th   7     High  12:41 AM      

     7      Low   7:01 AM      

     7     High   1:02 PM      

     7      Low   6:53 PM      

 

F    8     High   1:32 AM      

     8      Low   7:55 AM      

     8     High   1:54 PM      

     8      Low   7:47 PM      

 

Sa   9     High   2:30 AM      

     9      Low   8:50 AM      

     9     High   2:54 PM      

     9      Low   8:45 PM      

 

Su  10     High   3:33 AM      

    10      Low   9:46 AM      

    10     High   3:56 PM      

    10      Low   9:44 PM      

 

M   11     High   4:32 AM      

    11      Low  10:40 AM      

    11     High   4:53 PM      

    11      Low  10:42 PM      

 

Tu  12     High   5:25 AM      

    12      Low  11:29 AM      

    12     High   5:44 PM      

    12      Low  11:37 PM      

 

W   13     High   6:12 AM      

    13      Low  12:14 PM      

    13     High   6:30 PM      

 

If you live in Ocean Pines, 
be sure to contact The 

Courier 

 if you want the paper 
each week in  
your driveway.  

 
Call 410-629-5906

Anglers to meet 
The Ocean Pines Anglers Club 

will meet on Saturday, April 9 in the 
Ocean Pines Library at 9:30 a.m. It’s 
Flounder time! The club will present 
Flounder fish-
ing videos fol-
lowed by 
discussions by 
expert club 
flounder fisher-
men Budd Heim 
and Frank 
Tortella.  In addition, Allison Barton 
from the Worcester County Devel-
opmental Center will discuss a pro-
gram to teach fishing to their clients 
for which she is seeking club sup-
port. All are welcome.
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I N V E S T M E N T S

S I D I N G

To place your business card call  

410-629-5906

D E N T I S T R Y
T I T L E  S E R V I C E S

N A T U R A L  F O O D S

V A C A T I O N  R E A L  E S T A T E

Gerard Ott, D.M.D., PA 

Jeremy Masenior, D.D.S. 
Family Dentistry  

1 Pitts Street 
Berlin, Maryland 21811 

 
(410) 641-3490 

ott.masenior@gmail.com 

Support Local Businesses

B O A T  L I F T S

A U T O S

H V A C

9240 Peerless Rd. 
Bishopville, MD 21813

410-629-1573 
Fax: 410-629-1946

B A N K I N G

F I N A N C I A L  S E R V I C E S

P H Y S I C A L  T H E R A P Y

 oceanpines@fyzical.com

L A W N  M A I N T E N A N C E

F L O O R I N G

W A T E R

HVAC/R - PLUMBING - MECHANICAL

PELLET STOVES AND FIREPLACES

(443) 824-3741

MAINTENANCE

ENGINEERING

F I T N E S S

410-208-3879 
(c) 443-944-5362 
ahtiffer@seafloorcarpets.com 

www.seafloorcarpets.com

11308 Manklin Creek Road, Ocean Pines

Local Expert for Ocean City, Maryland

Vacation rental management, elevated. 

443.905.2823 

sherry.jenkins@vacasa.com 

vacasa.com

Sherry Jenkins  

REAL ESTATE PURCHASE & REFINANCE SETTLEMENTS 
INDEPENDENCE SPECIAL 25% DISCOUNT 

Active Duty & Veterans - US Armed Forces, Law Enforcement, 
EMT & Firefighters 

 
410-213-7741 / 410-213-7742 fax 

AcquestTitle@comcast.net / Acquest-Title.com

L A N D S C A P I N G

Atlantic Landscaping & More

410-713-9159 
Call or text for free estimates 

Property Management, Lawn Care, Gutter Cleaning,  

Power Washing, Window Cleaning, Leaf Removal,  

Painting, Stone, Gravel, Mulching, Cleaning,  

Crawl Space Work, Stump Grinding,  

Shed Demolition & More

LOCALS! 15% off $15 or More 
Every Wed. thru Apr. 27 ~ Local ID required

Natural Health Food Store

P A T I O

PAVER PATIOS
Brick Paver Patios    Retaining Walls   Fire Pits   Decks

410-390-1499
Decks, Patios & Improvements - Family Owned & Operated

Call for a FREE ESTIMATE

MANAGE  YOUR  RETIREMENT GAINS 
AMERICA’S  FIXED  ANNUITY   

* LIFETIME   INCOME * 
14%  INTEREST GROWTH FOR 10 FULL YEARS  

INSURANCE Co. FOUNDED IN 1851 
 

FOR   FREE   INFORMATION:  410-641-0378
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