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By Michael Mischke

For almost 70 years, this publication has been printed 
and delivered to our readers free of any subscription 
price. Until two years ago when we initiated a volun-

tary membership drive, virtually the entire cost of bringing 
neighborhood news to you was borne by local businesses and 
organizations that realized our avid local readership added 
greatly to the value of their advertising dollars.

For nearly seven decades, that business model worked. 
It doesn’t anymore.

More than 2,000 newspapers have closed across the 
United States in the past two decades—more than 100 of 
them alone since the onset of the pandemic in 2000. Local 
newspapers continue to face daunting challenges to stay 
in business, and many of them are not expected to survive 
the decade.

At the same time, there is increasing recognition of the 
value of local newspapers by people who understand that 
when their local newspaper closes, their community suf-
fers in multiple ways. MyVillager is fortunate to be among 
the increasingly rare surviving publications of its type.

But survival is not guaranteed. Far from it.
In the past few years, we’ve done everything we can to 

remain afloat, from freezing staff salaries to, in my own 
case, eliminating it altogether. From trimming employee 
benefits to leaving departed staff positions unfilled. From 
moving our office to less expensive quarters to reducing 
circulation in South Minneapolis and Mendota Heights.

Donations from hundreds of generous readers, the in-
fusion of funds from the federal Payroll Protection Pro-
gram, and the thousands of readers who have answered 
our invitation to become paying members have all helped, 
and we’re grateful for all of it. However, the pandemic cut 
deeply into what had already been falling advertising rev-
enue, and together with soaring inflation now threatens 

By Jane McClure

As the May 1 start date of rent 
control approaches, Saint 
Paul officials are hurrying 

to get all of the processes in place 
for enforcing the new ordinance. 
The City Council on April 6 voted 
5-0 to approve the enabling lan-
guage for enforcement as well as a 
set of necessary definitions.

Rent control supporters cheered 
as council members Nelsie Yang, 
Chris Tolbert, Jane Prince, Rebecca 
Noecker and Mitra Jalali voted for 
the measures (Amy Brendmoen 
and Dai Thao were absent). At the 
same time, some council members 
expressed their frustration with 
the lateness of Mayor Melvin Cart-
er’s administration in presenting 
the enabling language for council 
adoption. They also acknowledged 
that the processes they have in 
place are less than perfect and will 
need scrutiny and possible amend-
ing in the future.

Prince said she supported the 
enabling language and definitions 
with reluctance. She also ques-
tioned whether they would hold 
up in court. “We’ve had six months 
since the ordinance was passed,” 

With help of members, 
MyVillager is making 
new impressions daily

A Grand tradition.  Three generations of Grafstroms are now getting their locks 
trimmed by Bill Parsons (above) at Squire Barber Shop, 1575 Grand Ave. Anders Johan, 19 
months, sat for his first professional cut last week while dad Peter Jon gathered up the 
clippings. Grandpa John (right) has patronized Parsons for 55 years.  PHOTO BY BRAD STAUFFER

Redesigning Summit Avenue

By Jane McClure

A master plan for Summit Avenue 
will be unveiled by the city of 
Saint Paul this spring that could 

bring a future regional trail as well as 
pedestrian and transportation changes 
to the popular roadway.

Public engagement for the plan is 
now underway, and the last of three 
virtual open houses will be held from 

12:30-1 p.m. Wednesday, April 13. 
The meeting link is at tinyurl.com/
mrxktche. A chance to submit ideas  
and take a survey are also available 
through the city’s Engage Saint Paul 
website at engagestpaul.org/summit.

One focus during the process is to 
develop a more detailed plan for the 
segment between Lexington Parkway 
and Victoria Street. That part of Sum-
mit is slated for reconstruction in 2023. 
Plans are also being developed for oth-
er stretches of the 4.5-mile-long street.

In an interview, Mary Norton and 

In wake of lawsuit, West 7th day shelter seeks new location

By Jane McClure

Freedom House, a day shelter for peo-
ple who are homeless at 296 W. Sev-
enth St., will close its doors when its 

lease expires in May. Its building could be-
come a fire station again to meet the grow-
ing demand for fire and medical services in 

the area. Where that leaves the people who 
have been served by Freedom House for the 
past 15 months is not clear.

Freedom House opened in January 2021 
as an extension of Listening House, a non- 
profit organization that operates a similar 
day shelter in the Dayton’s Bluff neighbor-
hood of Saint Paul. Freedom House has pro-
vided a place for people to relax during the 
day, nap, use showers and restrooms, and 
access an array of social services through 
partner agencies.

However, the day shelter also drew com-
plaints from local residents and businesses 
for being a source of unsavory behavior 
and crime. Open drug dealing and drug 
use, public urination and defecation, pros-
titution, theft and vandalism were all at-
tributed to Freedom House clients.

Several local businesses and residents 
filed suit against the city and Listening 
House last November seeking monetary 
damages and demanding that Freedom 
House be closed. The plaintiffs claimed 

that Freedom House encroached on their 
personal and property rights. They cited 
105 incidents ranging from people bathing 
in the Irvine Park fountain to someone be-
ing chased by a person wielding a knife. 

In late March, Ramsey County District 
Judge Patrick Diamond issued a temporary 
restraining order against Freedom House. 
The judge ruled that the city did not give 
proper notice of a public hearing in 2020 
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By Jane McClure

Braxton Haulcy likes to tell 
the story of how music 
changed his life. “I was a ‘D’ 

and ‘F’ student in second grade,” 
he said. When his mother got 
him started in piano lessons, his 
grades improved to A’s. Music, he 
said, helped him focus, become 
a successful student and enjoy a 
long career as an executive.

In 2018 Haulcy became ex-
ecutive director of Walker West 
Music Academy, a fixture in  
the Summit-University neighbor-
hood for the past 34 years. Over 
the past four years, he has greatly 
expanded its mission of teaching 
musical performance to children. 

Through an array of partner-
ships and with an ambitious 
strategic plan, Walker West has 
grown to include programs for 
students of all ages—everything 
from music to stimulate pre-
schoolers’ developing brains to 
digital music production to a de-
mentia chorus that exercises its 
elderly members’ recall of songs 
from their past.

In the process, the Music Acad-
emy has outgrown its space at 
760 Selby Ave. It needs to move 
before its lease expires in 2023. 
Walker West is now conducting 
a capital campaign in hopes of 

moving to larger quarters. The 
campaign aims to raise $5.4 mil-
lion for a building and $4.7 mil-
lion for new programming needs.

As part of that campaign, Walk-
er West is seeking $5.4 million 
from the Minnesota Legislature to 
purchase and renovate the former 
Amherst H. Wilder Foundation 
building at 650 Marshall Ave. The 
appropriation bill was introduced 
by state Representative Rena Mo-
ran (DFL-District 65A), and it is 
now making its way through the 
House committee process.

Haulcy said it is important 
for Walker West to remain in  
the Summit-University neighbor-
hood and continue its involve-
ment in such local activities as 
the annual Selby Avenue Jazz Fest 
and the occasional performances 
at neighborhood venues. “We’re 
rooted in this community,” he 
said.

Walker West was looking for 
larger quarters when the CO-
VID-19 pandemic struck in 2020. 
Recitals were getting crowded. 
Instrument storage was over-
flowing. The lack of a recording 
studio on the premises was pre-
senting challenges. And the pan-
demic only added to the space 
crunch with the need for social 
distancing. Rooms were recon-
figured, desks were moved into 
hallways, and offices were turned 
into classrooms. Programming 
moved online.

The virtual lessons and perfor-
mances at Walker West will con-

tinue for the foreseeable future, 
but there is a growing demand on 
in-person space. The music acad-
emy has reached its capacity on 
Selby with 230 students attend-
ing classes each week and 5,700 
participating in programs annu-
ally. The academy has about two 
dozen instructors.

Walker West’s Selby facility 
has other shortcomings. Outside, 
there is no designated parking or 
drop-off and pickup areas, cre-
ating hazards for students and 
concert-goers. “It’s a dangerous 
situation,” Haulcy said.

The Wilder building on Mar-

shall offers several advantages, 
according to Haulcy. It would in-
crease Walker West’s space from 
6,000 to 16,000 square feet, in-
cluding 3,000 square feet for in-
strument storage. “We have to 
turn down instrument donations 
now,” he said. The new facility 
offers improved rehearsal spaces 
and a larger performance space. 
Plans call for greatly upgraded 
technology as well as better 
soundproofing. 

According to the academy’s 
website, Walker West was found-
ed in 1988 when Grant West and 
the Reverend Carl Walker joined 

forces to provide piano instruc-
tion to children. With one rented 
piano in the upstairs of a duplex, 
the founders pursued a vision 
that went well beyond teaching 
music.

“The idea was to build a safe 
place where neighborhood chil-
dren could pursue something 
positive and life-affirming,” 
Walker West states on the web-
site. “We were teaching piano 
and building self-confidence in 
children who often didn’t have 
many people encouraging their 
success.”

Several months ago, Wilder 
Foundation moved its healthy 
aging and caregiving services 
from the Marshall building to 
Frogtown. Walker West used the 
building last summer for its mu-
sic camps and gained an appreci-
ation for what the building could 
mean for the academy.

The sale of the Marshall build-
ing is proceeding, with action 
by the Wilder board expected 
in mid-April. In the meantime, 
Walker West is lining up interim 
financing. Haulcy expects it will 
take about 60 days to close on the 
purchase. Renovation would then 
begin.

“We’re in communications 
with Walker West about their in-
terest in the building,” said Wild-
er spokesperson Andrew Brown. 
“We’re excited about the build-
ing’s potential to be a place where 
the community can continue to 
gather.”

Walker West Music Academy outgrows Selby Ave. site

Walker West cofounders Grant West (left) and the Reverend Carl Walker (right)
posed last June with executive director Braxton Haulcy and students Jay Marr, 15, 
and Josiah Walker, 14, at the music academy.  PHOTO BY BRAD STAUFFER

Capital campaign aims 
to raise $5.4M to buy 
Marshall Ave. building
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By Jane McClure

Expect another spring and summer 
in Saint Paul without large festivals 
and other civic events due to the lin-

gering effects of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The annual Festival of Nations in May has 
been scratched. Organizers of Cinco de 
Mayo and the Grand Old Day celebration 
in June are already looking ahead to 2023. 
And Highland Fest as people have known it 
will not be back in July.

The Minnesota Irish Festival is mov-
ing ahead with plans for August, and the 
Ramsey County Fair will return in July, but 
without the traditional White Bear Avenue 
parade due to increasing costs and security 
requirements.

This will be the third summer without a 
Grand Old Day and Highland Fest. James 
Farnsworth, executive director of the 
Highland Business Association, said his 
group may hold a smaller event or a series 
of events in lieu of Highland Fest.

Speaking for the Grand Avenue Busi-
ness Association’s board of directors, GABA 
president Chris Jensen said, “while we 
considered bringing Grand Old Day back in 
2022, we ultimately decided that our com-
munity will be better served with a well-
planned event in 2023.” 

The last Grand Old Day in 2019 attracted 
200,000 people, even though the event 
had been canceled that spring and was 
only revived at the 11th hour. GABA will be 
going ahead with its pet-friendly Paws on 
Grand in August.

Business groups that have traditionally 
sponsored large festivals have experienced 
a big downturn in revenue over the past 
two years. For some, the uncertainty of the 
pandemic and the need for lead time to 
raise money was an issue. However, CO-
VID-19 has not been the only factor cur-
tailing festivals. Rising police costs and in-
creased safety measures are other factors.

The cancellation of the White Bear Ave-
nue parade was announced in February by 
Lisa Theis of the White Bear Avenue Busi-

ness Association. Volunteers used to block 
the side streets during the parade. That 
task would have been handled by concrete 
barricades and law enforcement person-
nel this year. As a result, security costs rose 
from around $5,000 to $15,000, Theis said.

Visit Saint Paul, the city’s convention 
and visitors bureau, promotes festivals and 
other events as part of its mission to sup-
port tourism. However, it is struggling to 
catch up from deep cuts in revenue caused 
by the pandemic. According to Terry Matt-
son, president and CEO of RiverCentre/
Visit Saint Paul, tourism in Ramsey County 
generated $2.3 billion in sales and sup-
ported 30,000 jobs in the years before the 
pandemic. Since then, Saint Paul has lost 
more than $1 billion in sales, more than $70 
million in related tax revenue and as many 
as 20,000 jobs.

One big source of revenue for Visit Saint 
Paul has been the hotel and motel tax. 
Hotel occupancy in downtown Saint Paul 
has run at around 60 percent historically. 
However, downtown hotel occupancy was 
only 25 percent in 2020 and 32 percent in 
2021. The resulting drop in hotel and motel 
tax revenue led to a 70 percent decline in 
Visit Saint Paul’s sales and marketing bud-
get, Mattson said.

Saint Paul’s hotel and motel tax raised 
$4.6 million in the prepandemic year of 
2019. Visit Saint Paul’s share of that was 
$2.3 million. The lodging tax was increased 
by 1 percent in 2020, and a record $5 mil-
lion in revenue was expected, but only $1.5 
million was collected.

The Saint Paul City Council has at-
tempted to rectify the shortfall in festival 
and other event money with a $4.5 million 
grant program funded through the federal 
American Rescue Plan. Grant applications 
were due on March 28, and city officials 
hope to announce the recipients soon. 
Applicants had to demonstrate that their 
normal, prepandemic operations made a 
significant contribution to tourism in Saint 
Paul, and that they draw 40,000 or more 
visitors to the city each year.

Summer of ’22: Although COVID is 
subsiding, most fests take a pass

Saint Paul’s state of emergency regard-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic officially 
ended on April 5. Since March 2020, 

Mayor Melvin Carter’s emergency decla-
ration gave him authority to issue a wide 
range of executive orders, including face-
mask and vaccine requirements. 

The orders changed skyway hours, im-
posed additional regulations on some 
types of businesses, changed an array of 
licensing requirements, and made it easier 
to close streets and use rights-of-way for 
sidewalk cafes. The orders also temporar-
ily eliminated a petition requirement for 
many zoning and land-use requests. The 
end of the state of emergency means all of 
those orders have ceased.

City Council members agreed in Febru-
ary to set the end date for the state of emer-
gency, raising concerns about the length 
of time it had gone on. The end to virtual 
meetings was announced by city officials 
in mid-March.

In a statement on April 5, Carter said it 
was a “huge relief” to have the city’s state 
of emergency come to an end. Minnesota’s 
pandemic state of emergency ended last 
summer, but Minneapolis Mayor Jacob 
Frey retains his emergency powers.

COVID-19 case rates have continued to 
trend downward statewide. For an update 
on the COVID situation in Minnesota, visit 
the state Department of Health website at 
tinyurl.com/2bpv65tm.

City declares COVID state of emergency is over

Grand Avenue 
was a river of 
humanity on 
the 45th annual 
Grand Old Day, 
held on June 3, 
2018.
PHOTO BY 
BRAD STAUFFER

to undo the pivoting business model 
we’ve embarked on. Like never before, 
we need readers like you to recognize the 
absolutely vital role they play in sustain-
ing this operation.

But not all is doom and gloom. As part 
of the pivoting business model that I 
mentioned, we’ve invested in new tech-
nology to make digital publishing more 
streamlined. From the more than 7,000 
readers who now follow us on Facebook, 
to the more than 18,000 readers who 
visit us regularly at MyVillager.com on 
their phones, laptops and home com-
puters, we’re attracting a substantial 
and rapidly growing audience for the 
type of local news content those readers 
can’t get anywhere else.

We’ve striven to make that digital con-
tent even more valuable by providing 
frequent updates to stories and publish-
ing news content that our smaller print 
editions can no longer accommodate. 
We’re publishing e-newsletters that 

MyVillager members regularly receive 
via email. And we’re publishing online 
something we could never before do in 
print: an archive of past publications 
that we’ve printed since the first edition 
in March 1953 up to December 1976, and 
we’ll eventually add all those editions 
from 1977 up to the present.

All of that has been done not only to 
better accommodate the growing num-
ber of readers who want to get their lo-
cal news in the medium of their choice, 
whenever they care to access it. We also 
hope to attract more and more adver-
tisers who appreciate the added value 
of reaching our readers with these new 
channels.

So now more than ever, those who 
have become members of MyVillager are 
getting substantially greater returns on 
their investment in local news. It’s our 
hope that you’ll also see the value in that 
investment and join them.

For more information about becom-
ing a member, see the ad below or go to 
MyVillager.com.

1b NEW IMPRESSIONS

The cover of MyVillager from March 30, 2022. The Highland Villager from January 9, 1969.
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about the zoning change that al-
lowed Freedom House to occupy the 
former fire station. The judge called 
for Listening House and the city to ei-
ther find a new location for Freedom 
House or remedy the procedural error 
on the rezoning.

At recent meetings of the West Sev-
enth/Fort Road Federation, Listen-
ing House staff members said they 
would like a new site for the services 
Freedom House provides. However, 
it would take several months to raise 
the necessary funds and secure a new 
location. Freedom House used the 
money it received through the 2020 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic 
Security (CARES) Act to open and op-
erate on West Seventh, but that fund-
ing runs out soon.

“We were always aware that Free-
dom House was a short-term solution 
during the worst of the COVID-19 
pandemic,” said City Council mem-
ber Rebecca Noecker, whose Ward 2 
includes the old fire station. Saint Paul 
saw large increases in the number 
of people living in outdoor encamp-
ments in 2020 and 2021. There were 
more than 400 campers citywide in 
the summer of 2020. That number 
declined to about 25 as of mid-March 
2022.

Listening House and Saint Paul of-
ficials have indicated that they will 
abide by Judge Diamond’s order. “We 
continue to take the safety of our 
guests, staff, volunteers and commu-
nity very seriously,” said Molly Jalma, 
executive director of Listening House. 
“And we thank all of our public and 
private partners who are committed 
to working with us on developing 
positive, long-term solutions for our 
city and all of its residents.”

“We’ve received the court’s order 
and are working to determine the 
next steps for the city,” said Saint Paul 
City Attorney Lyndsey Olson. “We re-
main committed to supporting safe 
day space, shelter and housing op-
tions for people experiencing home-

lessness.” 
The attorneys for the plaintiffs at 

Winthrop and Weinstine declined 
to comment for this story. However, 
some of the relief sought in the law-
suit remains unresolved, including 
more than $50,000 in damages. 

A decision also has yet to be made 
on the future of the West Seventh 
property. According to assistant fire 
chief Roy Mokosso, the Saint Paul Fire 
Department is considering reusing 
the building as a fully operational fire 

station. 
The building was one of 16 fire sta-

tions in the city in 2010, Mokosso 
said. When a new fire station opened 
at West Seventh and Randolph Av-
enue more than a decade ago, the de-
partment closed another station on 
Randolph and renovated 296 West 
Seventh as a training facility.

“(Downtown’s Fire) Station 8 has 
been very busy as our run volume 
continues to grow in our most dense-
ly populated area,” Mokosso said. 
According to him, the best use of the 
former fire station is to staff it with 
full fire and emergency medical ser-
vice personnel to support downtown 
and the Seven Corners entertainment 
district. Reopening the station would 
also reduce the need to pull fire and 
emergency medical services person-
nel out of surrounding neighbor-
hoods when they are needed down-
town, Mokosso said.

By Jane McClure

Ramsey County’s effort to obtain 
new funding for its emergency 
homeless shelter network con-

tinues on several fronts at the state 
Capitol. Without additional support, 
local officials fear that people who are 
homeless will have no place to shel-
ter when the current federal funding 
runs out.

Heading Home Ramsey County, a 
city-county-partnership, is asking 
the state Legislature for $14.5 mil-
lion a year for five years to keep four 
emergency shelters operating. The 
bills (HF-3950 and SF-3710) are being 
carried by state Representative Rena 
Moran (DFL-District 65A) and Sena-
tor David Senjem (R-Rochester). They 
would pay for the homeless shelters in 
the Sisters of Saint Joseph of Caronde-
let’s former Provincial House at 1880 
Randolph Ave., a former dormitory at 
Luther Seminary, the former Bethes-
da Hospital near the Capitol and Mary 
Hall in downtown Saint Paul.

The four shelters have served hun-
dreds of men, women and children 

over the past several months. If ad-
ditional state support is not found, 
they will have to close in May. Fund-
ing is also running out for the Free-
dom House day shelter, which after 15 
months is losing its location on West 
Seventh Street (see story on page 1).

“We have just a few weeks before 
we could see a real impact and maybe 
even see folks moving outside,” said 
Ramsey County Board chair Trista 
MatasCastillo. “That’s the thing 
keeping me up at night.”

The county and city have spent 
more than $35 million in emergency 
federal funding on increased home-
less shelter needs during the pan-
demic. Since the summer of 2020, 
Saint Paul has reduced the number 
of people living in outdoor encamp-
ments from about 400 to 25.

Even with the appropriation, about 
half of the shelter beds will need new 
locations. The Bethesda space is clos-
ing this spring. Owner M Health Fair-
view wants to open a new psychiatric 
facility there. Ramsey County will 
also need to replace its beds at Mary 
Hall. Built more than a century ago as 
housing for nurses working at nearby 
Saint Joseph’s Hospital, Mary Hall 
was recently purchased by the non-
profit Aeon for renovation as 88 af-
fordable apartments.

Another bill before the Legislature, 

HF-4255, would provide $145.95 mil-
lion over the next two years and $92.7 
million over the following biennium 
for homeless services statewide. That 
bill includes $8 million for Heading 
Home Ramsey. The rest would go to 
safe harbor grants, Hennepin County 
needs and other emergency homeless 
shelters and services.

HF-4255 was presented on March 
30 in the House Preventing Home-
lessness Division and moved on to 
the House Human Services Finance 
and Policy Committee on a 7-4 par-
ty-line vote. A Republican effort to 
require matching funds for some 
grants failed. The bill, authored by 
Representative Aisha Gomez (DFL-
Minneapolis), incorporates several 
other individual bills. It has no Senate 
companion bill, although some of the 
combined requests do have Senate 
companions.

Gomez called HF-4225 “transfor-
mative” in its approach to homeless 
needs statewide. Not only would it 
provide additional funding for exist-
ing programs, it would make it easier 
for veterans and people on Social Se-
curity or Social Security Disability 
to maintain housing, would require 
studies specific to homeless youth, 
and would extend the duration of 
transitional housing from 24 to 36 
months.

State aid sought for homeless shelters in St. Paul
Even with aid, two of the 
four overnight shelters 
will need new locations 

According to assistant 
fire chief Roy Mokosso, 
the Fire Department is 
considering reusing the 

Freedom House building 
as a fully operational 

fire station.

Richard Howell, a homeless client of Freedom House, took a break last spring outside of the 
former fire station at 296 West Seventh St.  PHOTO BY CASEY EK

1b FREEDOM HOUSE



WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13, 2022  JOIN US AT MYVILLAGER.COM PAGE 5

1305 LINCOLN AVE 
4BR/4BA craftsman home that’s 
been lovingly updated! Original 
woodwork. 3-story addition added 
the space and amenities desired by 
today’s buyers. Just footsteps from 
everything Grand Ave has to offer! 
651 238-7434 $729,000 Marcy Wengler

SOLD

Mary Hardy

1347 SUMMIT AVE
West side of the impressive, 
Pierce and Walter Butler 
histor ic double mansion. 
Glorious woodwork and 6000 
sq feet of grand spaces.

612 751-0729        $750,000Mary Hardy

 ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES!
Where can you find a property 
of  such d ist inct ion on a 
phenomenal 1.56 acre lot in 
prime Crocus Hill.  Live your 
dream in this fairytale 4 story 
mansion.
612 751-0729                  $2M 

Grand Avenue Office
700 Grand Ave • 651- 224-4321

Highland Park Office
723 S Cleveland • 651- 698-2434

edinarealty.com

Edina Realty leads local market
for 22nd consecutive year!

2021 results show more than
30,000 transactions totaling nearly $10.8 billion in sales

Prince said. “We’ve asked repeatedly for 
the administration to work with us.”

Prince, who is an attorney, questioned 
whether some of the ordinance language 
is legally defensible. She criticized the 22-
page form that landlords must file to ap-
ply for an exemption to the 3 percent cap 
on annual rent increases and the 17 pages 
of “dense” rules proposed by the city’s De-
partment of Safety and Inspections (DSI) 
to offer guidance on the ordinance.

The rent control ordinance was ap-
proved by voters in a citywide referendum 
last November. However, Mayor Carter did 
not bring forward the necessary budget 
and administrative changes until March. 
The City Council in March earmarked 
$635,000 to cover the administrative costs 
of implementing and enforcing the ordi-
nance for the rest of 2022. That includes six 
staff positions, three of them in DSI. 

The ordinance approved by voters al-
lows landlords to apply for an exemption 
to the 3 percent cap if a higher increase is 
needed to realize a reasonable return on 
their investment. City officials will deter-
mine what is meant by a reasonable re-
turn by using what is called a landlord’s 
“maintenance of net operating income.” A 
reasonable return could cover higher oper-
ating costs, inflationary pressures and an 
increase in the Consumer Price Index. The 
city will provide the worksheets to make 
such calculations, and it reserves the right 

to audit the completed worksheets.
DSI’s proposed rules include a process 

whereby landlords can apply for a hard-
ship exemption. Under the rules, landlords 
who provide detailed information on sev-
eral kinds of expenses would be allowed to 
self-certify rent increases that are between 
3 and 8 percent. To increase rent by more 
than 8 percent, a landlord would need a 
determination by DSI staff. Landlords who 
disagree with DSI’s determination could 
file an appeal with a legislative hearing of-
ficer. Tenants may also challenge a higher 
rent increase by taking their landlord to 
court.

The City Council held a public hearing 
on the implementation of rent control on 
March 23. More than a dozen comments 
were received, mainly from tenants and 
tenant advocates urging the council not to 
delay in putting the measure in place. Some 
speakers told of the steep rent increases 
they are facing in advance of the May 1 ef-
fective date. Erin West, an organizer with 

Home Line, a statewide tenant advocacy 
organization, reported 87 complaints from 
Saint Paul tenants who have faced large 
rent increases in the wake of the November 
referendum. That is almost three times the 
number of complaints typically received in 
that period, West said.

West told the City Council about the ad-
ditional fees some landlords are charging 
Saint Paul tenants. Some landlords, she 
said, are charging tenants separately for 
utility costs when those charges were in-
cluded in the monthly rent before.

“The longer we wait to implement these 
policies, the more harm is being done,” 
said Ann Schulman, a tenant in Merriam 
Park who said her rent increased by 9 per-
cent recently. 

Exeter, a Saint Paul-based developer and 
property management company, testified 
in favor of broad exemptions to the rent 
control cap. In written comments, Exeter 
described rent control as an “ill-advised or-
dinance that is proving to be a political and 
economic mess for the city.” Exeter point-
ed out that since November, new housing 
permits in Saint Paul are down 80 percent 
from the previous year. The construction 
of more than 3,000 affordable and market-
rate apartments have been postponed or 
canceled, Exeter wrote.

Mayor Carter has asked the City Council 
to consider amending the rent control or-
dinance with an exemption for new con-
struction. However, under the City Char-
ter, an ordinance adopted by referendum 

may not be amended for at least a year, or 
not before November 2022.

A Saint Paul Pioneer Press analysis of con-
struction permits for multi-family hous-
ing confirmed Exeter’s numbers: From late 
December 2021 to early March 2022, per-
mits were pulled for 231 such units in Saint 
Paul. That is down from 1,393 units during 
the same period in the previous year, a de-
crease of more than 83 percent.

The growth in residential property val-
ues is also lagging in Saint Paul, according 
to an analysis of real estate transactions 
by University of Southern California re-
searchers. The economists studied several 
factors to determine the change in Saint 
Paul real estate prices following the rent 
control referendum in November 2021. 
They compared that change to the change 
in property values in Denver, Indianapolis, 
Kansas City, Nashville and Saint Louis. The 
economists concluded that if rent control 
had not been adopted by voters, residential 
property values in Saint Paul would be 6 to 
7 percent higher today.

DSI is seeking public comment on its 
proposed rules for the rent control or-
dinance. Comments may be submitted 
through April 22 via the city’s website at 
stpaul.gov/rent-stabilization-rulemaking; 
emailed to rent-stabilization@ci.stpaul.
mn.us; or mailed to DSI-Rent Stabiliza-
tion, 375 Jackson St., Suite 220, Saint Paul, 
MN 55101. For more information, visit 
that website, email rent-stabilization@
ci.stpaul.mn.us or call 651-266-8553.

Brett Hussong of the Saint Paul Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation reviewed the 
work done so far and what lies ahead.

Summit carries between 7,000 and 
10,000 motor vehicles per day. An estimat-
ed 800-1,000 bicyclists per day join the 
traffic flow during warmer months. That 
number drops to about 30-50 bicyclists a 
day during the winter.

Some priorities have emerged during 
studies so far, Norton said. One focus is on 
improving green space and determining 
where an improved regional trail can best 
be placed. Regional trails can take many 
forms, with some offering combined uses 
for pedestrians and cyclists, and others 
having separated uses. 

Summit has one of the city’s oldest on-
street bike lanes in Saint Paul, dating from 
the 1990s. The lanes west of Lexington 
were restriped and widened slightly in 
2020. Some cycling advocates have called 
for the bike lanes to be separated by curbs 
or barriers.

Summit has sidewalks on both sides, 
and some stretches are in poor condition. 
The street itself also needs work, with 
needs ranging from addressing the annual 
pothole problem to improving pedestrian 
crossings. “We want to make being on 
Summit a safer experience,” Norton said.

The study of Summit Avenue began last 
fall. An advisory committee has been meet-
ing to discuss ideas, and design and master 
plan concepts are in the works. That group 

hopes to wrap up its work this spring.
Preferred alternatives are to be released 

by early summer, launching more public 
comments. A final master plan is to be un-
veiled in June, followed by another round 
of public engagement. Final approval by 
the City Council is expected this fall.

The project will be reviewed by the 
city’s Parks and Recreation Commission, 
the Planning Commission’s Transporta-
tion Committee and the Heritage Preser-
vation Commission (HPC). The Minne-
sota Department of Transportation and  
Capitol Region Watershed District will also 

be involved.
Summit has more space than most Saint 

Paul streets, with a 100 feet of right-of-way 
and 200-foot medians for part of its route. 
The roadway is in both the Historic Hill and 
Summit Avenue West districts, and those 
historic designations will have an effect on 
the design that is finally approved.

The project’s Design Advisory and Tech-
nical Advisory committees have analyzed 
existing conditions and are developing 
regional trail concepts, Norton said. The 
study of existing green spaces will include  
the area northwest of the Summit Avenue 

bridge over Ayd Mill Road. That property 
has long been treated as a park, but is actu-
ally city right-of-way. 

Another part of planning has involved 
identifying ways to protect city-designated 
landmark trees. Those trees along Summit 
would need additional root system protec-
tions in any future construction.

The master plan eventually will go to the 
Metropolitan Council for inclusion in the  
regional trail system. The Twin Cities has 
45 proposed regional trails without Met 
Council-approved master plans. Many of 
those trails, including Summit, have been 
considered part of the regional park sys-
tem for years. However, without formal 
approval, they are not eligible for regional 
park system funding. 

Norton said another goal of the Sum-
mit Avenue master plan is improved con-
nections to other regional trails, including 
Mississippi River Boulevard and the Samu-
el Morgan Trail along Shepard Road.

The street itself also needs 
work, with needs ranging 

from addressing the annual 
pothole problem to improving 

pedestrian crossings. “We 
want to make being on 

Summit a safer experience,” 
Norton said.

Exeter, a Saint Paul-based 
developer and property 
management company, 

described rent control as an 
“ill-advised ordinance that is 
proving to be a political and 
economic mess for the city.”

1b RENT CONTROL

One focus during the master planning process for Summit Avenue is to develop a more detailed plan 
for the segment between Lexington Parkway (shown above) and Victoria Street.

1b SUMMIT AVENUE MASTER PLAN
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NOW RESERVING
651-705-8318

MarvellaPHS.org

Equal housing opportunity. 
All faiths welcome. Senior Apartments  |  Assisted Living  |  Memory Care

ost of what we know, our wisdom and knowledge has been passed to us 
through life experience. More specifically through storytelling. 
Your story comes from the experiences you have had, the laughter, the tears, the 

moments of pure joy and the moments of heartbreak. Your story is still being written.

Images shown are computer renderings. 
© 2022 Presbyterian Homes & Services

By Jane McClure

Calls for Ramsey County to purchase 
the 4.5-mile-long Canadian Pacific 
Railway spur through the Highland 

Park and West End neighborhoods of Saint 
Paul are growing louder. The West Sev-
enth/Fort Road Federation on March 14 
joined the Highland District Council and 
Macalester-Groveland Community Coun-
cil in pressing the county’s Regional Rail 
Authority to buy the dormant railroad spur 
as soon as possible.

The railroad right-of-way extends from 

Ford Motor Company’s former assem-
bly plant to the area around the former 
Schmidt Brewery. Though it has not been 
used for years, the spur is not considered to 
be abandoned. However, a potential plan 
by the University of Saint Thomas and Ford 
site master developer Ryan Companies to 
construct a new hockey arena and ball-
fields on the site of an old rail yard at the 
west end of the spur has raised concerns 
that the rest of the railroad property could 
be sold off piece by piece.

The Saint Paul City Council in 2018 ap-
proved a Reimagine the Ford Spur study 
which called for reusing the CP Railway 
spur for new biking and pedestrian trails 
and possibly a route for mass transit. Part 
of the right-of-way could be used for the 

proposed Riverview Corridor streetcar line 
that is currently being studied.

CP Railway is not commenting on the 
rail spur’s future. If the tracks are legally 
abandoned and the land sold piecemeal to 
adjacent property owners, public use of the 
right-of-way would be lost.

“Our neighborhood is bordered by high-
speed roadways (Shepard Road and I-35E) 
and bisected by very busy West Seventh 
Street,” said Casey Carmody, who chairs 
the West Seventh Federation’s Transporta-
tion and Land Use Committee. “It’d be nice 
for us to have a longer recreational trail.”

Federation president Dana deMaster 
said she often bikes to and from Highland 
Park on Randolph and Montreal avenues. 
A repurposed rail spur would provide an 

attractive alternative, she noted. It could 
also be linked to bike routes that run to and 
from downtown Saint Paul. “As someone 
who bikes for her main mode of transpor-
tation, (the rail spur) would be a game-
changer,” she said.

Ramsey County commissioner and Re-
gional Rail Authority chair Rafael Ortega 
has said the county has not taken a position 
on the CP Railway spur’s future. However, 
he believes the county is in a good position 
to work on the issue when the time comes.

Railroad companies have to follow a pro-
cess laid out by the federal Surface Trans-
portation Board before railroad property 
can be declared abandoned and put up for 
sale. At any time during that process, an-
other entity could acquire the property.

By Jane McClure

The Ramsey County Board is poised to 
adopt new boundaries for the coun-
ty’s seven commissioner districts at 

its meeting on April 19. A majority of com-
missioners are leaning toward options 
that do not greatly alter the boundaries 
but bring each district close to the average 
of 78,907 residents according to the 2020 
U.S. Census. 

Minnesota counties must set their new 
district boundaries by April 26. The new 
districts will be used in this fall’s election 
for county commissioners, including the 
four commissioners who represent dis-

tricts in Saint Paul. Toni Carter in District 4 
and Jim McDonough in District 6 have said 
they will not seek a new term. Rafael Orte-
ga in District 5 and Trista MatasCastillo in 
District 3 are expected to run for reelection.

Redistricting at all levels of Minnesota 
government has been on a fast track, given 
the delays in the 2020 U.S. Census brought 
about by the pandemic. A court-appointed 
panel released the congressional and state 
House and Senate districts on February 
15. Cities had to have their municipal pre-
cincts and wards in place by March 29. 
County Boards have 20 days to complete 
their redistricting once the cities in each 
county have approved their new districts.

Ramsey County commissioners reviewed 
three different redistricting plans at a virtu-
al town hall meeting on March 29. A fourth 
option was presented prior to an April 5 

board workshop. In all of the plans, most of 
the boundary changes are in the four Saint 
Paul districts.

One plan extends District 3, which cur-
rently includes the east Midway, Frog-
town, Como, North End and Payne-Phalen 
areas, into parts of Macalester-Groveland 
and Highland Park. Another plan removes 
Saint Anthony Park from District 4, shift-
ing the district to the east into downtown, 
Dayton’s Bluff and the southeastern part of 
Saint Paul.

Most of the comments at the March 29 
town hall meeting were from East Side 
residents, who objected to proposals to 
radically change their districts and split up 
neighborhoods that had long been in the 
same district. 

McDonough said he appreciated the ef-
forts to redraw district lines to promote 

racial diversity on the County Board. He 
noted how much more diverse the county 
and the County Board had become since he 
was first elected in 2000. According to him, 
transition to a more diverse County Board 
can happen without radically redrawing 
district lines. McDonough, who is white, 
said that with three people of color already 
running for his board seat, “I’m confident 
that whoever replaces me come November 
will be a person of color.”

Carter expressed ambivalence about the 
four redistricting plans, saying that she 
would like more demographic data before 
making a decision. “I have always appreci-
ated the district I serve because of its great 
diversity,” she said.

To view the four plans, visit ramsey 
county.us/your-government/projects- 
initiatives/redistricting.

Area district councils urge county to purchase old CP Rail spur

Ramsey County weighs four options for redrawing its seven districts
Biggest changes proposed 
in four Saint Paul districts

Right-of-way eyed for 
new recreational trails
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Work on reparations is focus of 
sessions for advisory committee

Saint Paul’s process of making amends 
to Black American residents of the city for 
racist conditions endured by their ances-
tors will continue with public hearings this 
spring led by a city advisory committee.

The Saint Paul City Council passed a 
resolution in January 2021, formally apol-
ogizing for the city’s role in systemic rac-
ism and discrimination. The council also 
appointed an advisory group whose tasks 
include looking at reparations and the pos-
sibility of establishing a permanent repara-
tions commission.

The advisory group has met for much 
of the past year and is hosting four virtual 
and in-person public sessions. One virtual 
session has been held. The second will take 
place from noon-1 p.m. Friday, April 29. 
Register at tinyurl.com/4buembuj.

In-person sessions are scheduled from 
6-7 p.m. Thursday, April 14, at the Day-
ton’s Bluff Recreation Center, 800 Conway 
St., and 6-7 p.m. Thursday, April 21, at the  
Rondo Library, 461 N. Dale St.

During the sessions, the committee will 
present its work and hear comments that 
could further shape its recommendations 
for the permanent commission. The rec-
ommendations are to be presented to the 
City Council in June.

Saint Paul sets meeting on River 
Learning Center at Crosby Park

The city of Saint Paul and Great River 
Passage Conservancy are inviting the 
public to attend a virtual meeting from 
7-8 p.m. Thursday, April 14, to learn more 
about plans for creating a River Learning 
Center at Crosby Farm Regional Park.

The meeting will include a short pre-
sentation of the project’s goals and time-
lines, followed by a discussion for people  

to share comments. 
The city and conservancy are currently 

working with W Architecture to complete 
a schematic design for the center. The 
mixed-use, river-focused space would 
include the  National Park Service head-
quarters. The schematic design will in-

clude a site analysis, design concepts, and 
an overview of the River Learning Center’s 
basic features and programs. 

The design team hosted tours of the site 
and surveyed key stakeholders and adviso-
ry committees in early 2022 to kick off the 
public engagement process for the project. 

In March, it met with focus groups. 
A survey will be conducted following the 

public meetings to collect more feedback, 
and additional meetings will be held over 
the summer. The final schematic design 
will be shared in the fall. 

For more information and updates on 
the project and to register for the April 14 
meeting, visit the Great River Passage web-
site at tinyurl.com/yc4ws72t.

Variance paves way for city to sell 
parking lot at Midway Peace Park

Midway Peace Park at 410 N. Griggs St. 
and an adjacent parking lot can become 
separate properties as a result of a setback 
variance approved for the park by the Saint 
Paul Board of Zoning Appeals on April 4.

The variance was required since off-
street parking must be a minimum of 4 feet 
from all lot lines. The proposed new lot line 
would have a zero-foot setback from the 
adjoining parking spaces.

A lot split is still needed for the sepa-
ration to allow the city’s Department of 
Parks and Recreation to sell the lot and no 
longer have to share in its maintenance 
costs. The lot is a parking area used by the 
former Central Medical Building, which 
is now owned and occupied by Concordia 
University-Saint Paul.

The public can still use one stall in the 
262-space lot, which was redesigned by 
city staff after it and the current park prop-
erty were acquired by the city in 2015. Al-
ice Messer of Parks and Recreation said the 
city has paid $49,400 over the years as its 
share of lot maintenance costs and no lon-
ger wants to bear that burden.

The Union Park District Council took no 
action on the request. The Parks and Recre-
ation Commission supported it, as did the 
Friends of Midway Peace Park. 

News Briefs were compiled by Jane McClure.

MIKE SMITH | BROKER
Old Home Aficionado

651.324.6211
mikesmithrealty@gmail.com
andersonrealtymn.com

Selling real estate is not just a 
job or transaction for me—it’s 

about finding the next steward of 
your home. It’d be an honor to help 

you with your next move.

Selling real estate is not just a 
job or transaction for me—it’s 

about finding the next steward of 
your home. It’d be an honor to help 

you with your next move.
Old homes! old hearts! Upon my soul forever

Their peace and gladness lie like tears and laughter;
Like love they touch me, through the years that sever,

With simple faith; like friendship, draw me after
The dreamy patience that is theirs forever. 

Madison Julius Cawein

NEWS BRIEFS

Mattocks was 
really hopping.

Angela Doheny cradles 4-month-
old daughter Amelia alongside 

4-year-old son Theo as they pose 
with the big bunny himself at 

an egg hunt sponsored by the 
Macalester-Groveland Community 

Council and Saint Paul Department 
of Parks and Recreation on April 9 
at Mattocks Park. At right, young-

sters scour the turf for prized eggs.
PHOTOS BY BRAD STAUFFER
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VIEWPOINT

HISTORIC DOWNTOWN RETAIL/COMMERCIAL BLDG
Do you own or operate a small business/non-profit?  
Did you know we can help you buy/sell commercial 
property?” We represented both the buyer and the 
seller in this seamless sale.

TJ PIERRET
651-755-6669

PHILIP WAHLBERG
651-336-2410

SOLD
SOLD

        
Under
Under

       
   

   
   

 

   
   

   
  

CCONTRACT

ONTRACT!!

1340 FAIRMOUNT AVENUE • SAINT PAUL
Darling 3 BR Architect Designed Bungalow 
in desirable Mac Groveland. Updated kitchen 
& owners suite. Gleaming hardwood floors, 
Gas FP & charming architectur-
al details. 3 Season Porch. 2 
car Tandem Garage. This home 
sparkles!  Call TJ for more details.

TJ PIERRET
651-755-6669 • $425,000

 C
oming

 C
oming

  S
oon!

  S
oon!

COMING SOON!!!
2106 Juliet Ave: 3 bedroom, 2 bath 
home featuring beautiful hardwood floors, 
delightful rear porch, generous bedroom 
sizes with ample closet 
space, newer furnace and 
updated electric service.   

         JIM BURTON
  651-690-8556 • $895,000

coldwellbankerhomes.com

Highland Park 1991 Ford Pkwy. 
651-698-2481

Crocus Hill 821 Grand Ave. 
651-227-9144

79 WESTERN UNIT 602
This spectacular top-floor southwest facing condo is in the 
Historic Commodore Hotel. Features include elevators, private 
outdoor shared patio space, w/underground parking & fireplace. 
Open & airy, sunny & bright, w/impressive 
views, you will love the short walk to Frosts, 
the University Club, Summit Ave & the shops 
& restaurants on Grand/Selby! Call today!    
      BRIAN WAGNER
         651-497-4387

Don’t mow the grass this May
Twin Cities suburbs such as West Saint Paul and Edina 

are ahead of Saint Paul in officially adopting No Mow 
May, a growing movement to protect pollinators by 
forgoing yard work until bees and other insects have had 
a chance to emerge from their winter slumbers. Appleton, 
Wisconsin, was one of the first U.S. cities to adopt this 
initiative. It found that participating residents had five 
times as many bees and three times as many bee species 
in their yards than regularly mowed areas.

I contacted Russ Stark, Saint Paul’s chief resiliency 
officer, about adopting a similar program. He was 
supportive and curious to learn more, and suggested the 
city may look into it. But for this year at least, the city 
ordinance requiring grass and weeds taller than 8 inches 
to be mowed remains in effect. 

I, for one, am willing to risk judgment from passersby 
and even a visit from the city for the sake of the bees. In 
addition to not mowing, I will be leaving my leaf piles 
alone until June, and under no circumstances will I use 
any pesticides. If you’d like to join me, consider printing 
out a “No Mow May” sign from the Bee City USA website 
(beecityusa.org) and putting it in your front window or 
making your own pollinator-friendly yard sign. 

Let’s show Saint Paul, and each other, that some things 
are more important than a freshly mowed lawn.

Erica Wacker
Macalester-Groveland

The bane of the neighborhood
April 4 marked five years since a perfectly safe and 

usable house was demolished at 507 S. Cleveland Ave. 
In dismay, I filmed the building’s destruction while 
reminiscing about the families who had been our 
neighbors over the years. The house had been sold to the 
final occupants for a price they were thrilled to accept. 
Later, I learned from the new property owner of his 
decision against renovating the house for rental property. 
Instead, demolition and conversion to an empty lot for 
future development was planned. The lot remains vacant 
and the bane of my neighborhood. 

Initially, a city demolition permit was posted, which 
specified that the curb cut be removed within nine 
months if no new construction took place. The driveway 
remains, frequently used by adjacent apartment dwellers 
despite it being on private property. A complaint to the 
city regarding this matter was never acknowledged.

We read of the need for more housing in the city, so I 
cannot understand why this parcel remains undeveloped. 
At one time I was informed by city officials that the 

zoning was for multifamily housing, perhaps a duplex or 
triplex with a permit. A new apartment building would 
not be allowed, I was assured, primarily due to the lot’s 
size.

I’m the third generation owning and living in a house 
built in 1934 by my grandfather. Seeing and experiencing 
this makes me sad. When I was raised, I was taught to 
show pride in the neighborhood. This meant keeping our 
property in pristine condition, even sweeping the street 
and alley. We seemed to compete with one another in a 
friendly manner. Nostalgic, perhaps, but I believe it’s still 
essential for residents living in a community.

Stephen Lilly 
Highland Park

Free meals for all in K-12
Since the beginning of the pandemic, schools have 

had the option to serve meals to all students at no cost 
regardless of household income. It has been a critical 
component of our country’s pandemic response. As a 
mom of two and a policy analyst for a national anti-
hunger organization, I don’t think we should ever go back 
to the old system of students paying different prices for 
the same meals. Healthy meals available to all should 
be a standard part of the school day, supporting good 
nutrition, health and learning. 

I recently spoke with state Representative Dave Pinto 
and Senator Erin Murphy about legislation that would 

do just that. In short, it would get meals to students 
who need them, address stigma in the lunchroom and 
end unpaid school meal debt. I hope they will support 
legislation that ensures all students in Minnesota are 
hunger-free and ready to get the most out of school. 
California and Maine have already passed legislation 
to make free meals a permanent part of the school day. 
Hopefully, Minnesota will be next.

Alexis Bylander
Macalester-Groveland

Carter leads on firearms storage 
Thank you to Saint Paul Mayor Melvin Carter for asking 

the City Council to pass a safe firearm storage ordinance 
and also for his plan to use American Rescue Plan funds to 
distribute firearm safes and trigger locks.

Safe firearm storage–storing firearms locked, unloaded 
and separate from ammunition–decreases the risk of 
legally owned firearms falling into the wrong hands, 
whether they be children, suicidal loved ones or thieves. 
Less firearm theft means less chance that legally owned 
firearms will end up on the illegal market and ultimately 
used in crimes. As we continue to wait for our state 
and federal legislators to break their impasse and make 
progress on gun violence prevention, leadership on this 
issue from our mayor and City Council is so appreciated 
and so necessary.

Dr. Emily Benzie
Merriam Park

INBOX
By Scott Raskiewicz

My first job after college was in a juvenile deten-
tion facility in my hometown in Michigan in the 
late 1970s. Behavior back then among youths 

in the juvenile justice system was generally not as bad as 
it is among today’s juvenile offenders. Guns were rarely 
involved. Apart from one or two kids, I couldn’t imagine 
any of the teens I worked with taking part in armed car-
jackings or other violent crimes so common today.

My job was to help the teens with school work, 
participate with them in recreational activities, have 
meals and snacks with them, be a role model and 
counsel them in better ways to deal with the problems 
they faced. I was paid to be a kind but strict older 
brother. I worked the second shift. One of my tasks was 
locking the kids in their cinder-block cells for the night. 
I never became accustomed to the locking of the steel 
door that shut them off from the world.

As soon as I could, I found work that was better suited 

to me. But before leaving the detention facility, I learned 
an important lesson about human behavior. The lesson 
came when I worked an occasional Sunday. Sunday was 
visiting day, and many of the parents brought to mind 
the old saying, “The apple doesn’t fall far from the tree.”

Since then, I’ve raised  questions that few in a 
position of authority want to address: What percent 
of children in the U.S. are born to parents who have 
the time and the emotional, financial, intellectual and 
social resources to be loving and effective parents? Why 
does the U.S. have such an ineffective family planning 
system, particularly for the poor? What is it about 
our society that makes it so difficult to be loving and 
effective parents?

Unless we address these questions and the failures 
implicit in them, we can count on more carjackings and 
other violent, antisocial, self-defeating behavior that 
threatens everyone.

The writer is a resident of Macalester-Groveland.

Parents hold the key to reducing juvenile crime
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HEAT OR COOL ANY ROOM 
IN YOUR HOME

FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATES

$500OFF
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Highland Park
highlanddistrictcouncil.org • 651-695-4005

Solar workshop—The public is invited to join the High-
land District Council and Tangletown Neighborhood 
Association for an Explore Solar Virtual Panel at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, April 21. Three experts will discuss ways to in-
corporate solar into residents’ energy use. Learn more and 
register at tangletown.org/explore-solar-virtual-panel. 

Clean up Highland Park—The HDC and College Nan-
nies + Sitters + Tutors will be the hosts for Saint Paul’s 
2022 Citywide Spring Cleanup from 9-11:30 a.m. Saturday, 
April 23. Meet at the Highland Park Pavilion to clean up 
parks and public spaces in the neighborhood. Gloves and 
trash bags will be provided. There will also be free coffee 
at the pavilion and a limited number of food scrap starter 
kits from Ramsey County. Register at stpaul.gov/citywide
cleanup and click the Highland Picnic Pavilion option.

Jie Ming expansion—A public meeting to learn more 
about the Saint Paul public school district’s plan to re-
model and expand Jie Ming Mandarin Immersion Acad-
emy, 1845 Sheridan Ave., will be held at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
April 26, at the school.

Macalester-Groveland
macgrove.org • 651-695-4000

Citywide Spring Cleanup—Macalester-Groveland will 
be a host site for the 2022 Citywide Spring Cleanup that 
will be held from 9-11:30 a.m. Saturday, April 23. Volun-
teers will be cleaning up along Summit and Grand avenues 
from Mississippi River Boulevard to Ayd Mill Road. Meet 
on the sidewalk off Cambridge Street near Door No. 2 at 
Ramsey Middle School. Cleanup supplies will be provided. 
There will also be free coffee and a chance to win a Macal-
ester-Groveland T-shirt. Sign up at tinyurl.com/yc4smnby 
and select the Ramsey Middle School option to register. 

Board elections—Applications to run for the commu-
nity council’s board of directors will be accepted through 
April 14. Apply online at macgrove.org/boardelections 
or pick up a form in the offi ce at 320 S. Griggs St. Board 
elections will take place between April 21-28. Learn more 
about the voting process at macgrove.org/boardelections.

Annual meeting—The community council will host its 
annual meeting at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, April 21, via Zoom. 
Participants can learn what is happening in Macalester-
Groveland and meet board candidates. They also will hear 
about the city’s new Offi ce of Neighborhood Safety from 
director Brooke Blakey and meet Saint Paul district coun-
cil coordinator Cat Beltmann. Register for the  meeting at 
macgrove.org/event/annualmeeting2022.

Upcoming meetings—Inclusivity Task Force on 
Wednesday, April 20; annual meeting on Thursday, April 
21; Transportation Committee Monday, April 25; and 
Housing and Land Use Committee on Wednesday, April 
27. All meetings will begin at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom. For log-
in details, visit macgrove.org/participate.

Summit Hill
summithillassociation.org • 651-222-1222

Citywide Spring Cleanup—Saint Paul’s citywide spring 
cleanup is scheduled from 9 a.m.-noon Saturday, April 23. 
Summit Hill Association’s group will meet at the Linwood 
Recreation Center, 860 Saint Clair Ave. Sign up by visiting 
SummitHillAssociation.org/calendar.

Join the dialogue—Diversity and inclusion coach Lissa 
Jones Lofgren facilitated goal setting with the SHA’s Racial 
Dialogue & Action Committee. The group has created a 
Facebook page to interact with the public, collect informa-
tion and increase participation in its efforts. It can be found 
at facebook.com/groups/sharacialdialogueandaction.

Upcoming meetings—board of directors, 7 p.m. Thurs-
day, April 14; Racial Dialogue & Action Committee, 7 p.m. 
Monday, April 18; Neighborhood Plan Committee, 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 19; Streetscapes Committee, 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 20; Zoning & Land Use Committee, 7 
p.m. Tuesday, April 26; and Development Committee, 
7 p.m. Wednesday, April 27. For updates and Zoom log-in 
information, visit SummitHillAssociation.org/calendar.

Union Park
unionparkdc.org • 651-645-6887

Union Park resource map—Staff at the Union Park Dis-
trict Council are working on creating a map of resources in 
the neighborhood. Those who know of an establishment 
or organization that they consider vital to the quality of 
life in the neighborhood are being asked to email jonah@
unionparkdc.org.

Upcoming meetings—Committee on Land Use and 
Economic Development, 6:30 p.m. Monday, April 18; 
and Environment and Parks/Neighborhood Involvement 
Committee, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, April 20. See union-
parkdc.org/calendar for the Zoom links.

Contact us—The public is invited to “like” the Union 
Park District Council on Facebook, follow it on Twitter at 
@UnionParkDC, and subscribe to its e-newsletter, “Neigh-
borhood Matters,” by emailing jonah@unionparkdc.org.

West Seventh
fortroadfederation.org • 651-298-5599

Annual meeting—The West Seventh/Fort Road Federa-
tion’s annual meeting will take place on Tuesday, April 26, 
at the Summit Brewery Ratskeller, 910 Montreal Circle. A 
social hour begins at 6 p.m., and the meeting at 7 p.m. The 
keynote speaker will be Brooke Blakey, director of Saint 
Paul’s new Offi ce of Neighborhood Safety. Board members 
will be elected and Federation pint glasses and the new 
neighborhood cookbook will be available for purchase. 

Upcoming meeting—Community Engagement and 
Outreach Committee, 6:30 p.m. Thursday, April 21. The 
meeting will be held via Zoom. For details, visit fortroad-
federation.org/calendar.

District Councils
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SHREDDING DAY!
FREE COMMUNITY

April 16, 2022
10am-1pm  •  1460 Grand Avenue 

Protect yourself from identity theft! Bring up to 5 boxes of papers to securely
shred (you can even watch your paperwork being shredded on the spot).
Hosted by The Odd Couple Team as part of our ongoing effort to give back to the community.

TheOddCoupleTeam.com • 651-788-9628 • 1460 Grand Ave, St. Paul, MN 55105
Not intended to solicit another broker’s listing. Each office is independently owned and operated.

Shane Montoya | 651-788-9628

For over 90 years, Garlock-French has 
been committed to quality and value. 

In fact, we include a no-hassle guarantee on 
all our work and we provide competitive pricing.  

That’s the Garlock-French promise – it means everything
we do is designed to help you get more 

out of your housing investment. 

We’ve been up on roofs longer and it shows.

Peace of Mind and
Customer Happiness

Call us at 612-722-7129
2301 East 25th St., Minneapolis 

Garlock-French.com
MN License #BC001423

Roofing, Chimneys, Sheet Metal & more

Providing peace of mind since 1932

GarlockFrench_Villager 4.13.22_Layout 1  4/6/22  10:55 AM  Page 1

HOME IMPROVEMENT

By Frank Jossi

A decade ago, Joe Landsberger 
bought his next-door neighbor’s 
home in West Seventh’s Upper 

Town area with the dream of one day turn-
ing it into his own, complete with custom 
balconies for viewing the Mississippi River, 
and nooks and crannies for showcasing his 
art collection.

Now a reality, Landsberger and his part-
ner Steve Shimer’s home at 112 Leech St.  
will be part of the Minneapolis & Saint Paul 
Home Tour from April 30-May 1. After a 
two-year hiatus, the live tour returns with 
25 homes, including two accessory dwell-
ing units (ADUs) in Union Park, a 1902 Vic-
torian with a law office in Summit-Univer-
sity, and four homes on the West Side.

Tour coordinator Margo Ashmore said 
the prepandemic tours usually had nearly 
50 homes. This year, the recruiting process 
took place, as usual, in winter when the 
omicron variant was sweeping through 
the country. Though it is a smaller number 
this year, many homeowners told her they 
would be willing to have their home on the 
tour next year. “They were very nice about 
it,” she said. 

The trends Ashmore sees for the 2022 
tour are tweaks to make old homes more 
livable, and new structures that fit well 
into their older neighborhoods. Ashmore 
said nine homes on the tour have sustain-
able features, including the Minneapolis 
home of architect Michael Anschel, who 
is known for energy-efficient construction 
and rehabilitation. 

The city of Saint Paul, one of the tour’s 
sponsors, gave Ashmore a few leads on 
ADUs and one of their owners plans to give 
a talk during the event.  

Other homes are engaging and colorful, 
such as Sid Korpi’s 1917 art-infused home 
at 1234 W. Seventh St. Owner of the garage 
painting studio Arting Around, Korpi has 

been described as an “artist, teacher, ac-
tor, author, wedding officiant, editor, dog-
walker, dancer and animal chaplain.”

Landsberger’s new home features an 
expansive Japanese garden on his corner 
lot. Over the past four years, the 1950s-era 
home has been entirely redone. The ex-
terior features Shou Sugi Ban, traditional 
Japanese fire-preserved cypress, and a new 
floor offers spectacular views of the neigh-
borhood and river valley. The three-story 
home boasts an elevator to allow the own-
ers to age in place. 

“When I first started thinking about 
the project, I had both my knees replaced, 
so I thought the elevator would be a good 
idea,” Landsberger said. He credited the 
home’s engaging design to architect Gary 
Hittle and contractor Todd Gapinski.

The Japanese-inspired garden he de-
signed, which slopes down to Goodrich Av-
enue, features groupings of Chinese elms, 
Norway spruces, Temple Junipers, Magno-
lias and Crab Apples, among others. “I have 
a passion for trees,” Landsberger said.

The garden offers an open seating area 
he calls a “moon-viewing pavilion” near 
a wood-beamed, gable-roofed gate. Tank 
cradles that once held vats at the Schmidt 
Brewery were turned into a lovely seating 
bench by a local craftsman. 

Fencing is also from the brewery and 
scattered throughout the garden are sculp-
tures by local artists. The garden formally 
opened in 2014 with a performance by Jap-
anese drummers and has been featured on 
West End garden tours for many years.

In a walk through the house, Landsberg-
er said much work still needs to be done. 
“It’s basically a brand-new home,” he said. 

On the ground floor, he spoke about 
having one room for an art gallery that will  
offer seating facing the garden. 

Reached by a wooden staircase in the 
middle of the home, the second floor opens 
to a kitchen composed of materials from 

a building outlet center. A 
decorative touch features 
a sizeable circular window 
and dining room. Shimer’s 
suite takes up the rest of the 
level, with a sitting room, 
bedroom, bathroom suite and special exit 
to the backyard for the dog. Landsberger 
has his bedroom on the third story, where 
another space may serve as a guest room.

Landsberger is a bit of a jack of all trades. 
After a three-decade career at the Univer-
sity of Saint Thomas serving in various ad-
ministrative roles, he started and later sold 
an international study guide website. He 
has written several histories of neighbor-
hoods along West Seventh, and has served 
on nearly every nonprofit organization in 
the neighborhood. 

The 1880s-era home he currently lives 
in was once featured in This Old House 
Magazine. He is putting the new place on 

the Minneapolis & Saint Paul Home Tour 
to allow people to see it before he moves 
in. Landsberger said he would be run-
ning a visual presentation both days of the 
tour that chronicles the home’s transition 
and will give a talk about it at 3:30 p.m.  
Sunday, May 1.

“Neighborhood historians are not pas-
sive,” he said. “We welcome you to our 
lived experience in building gardens and 
our new home.” 

The home tour will run from 11 a.m.-5 
p.m. Saturday and Sunday, April 30-May 
1. For information, including a list of the 
homes and the latest guidance on COVID 
protocols, visit msphometour.com.

Real showstopper
West End’s Asian-inspired rebuild 
opens doors for MSP Home Tour

Joe Landsberger (standing) and 
Steve Shimer pose with pet 

Aide in their updated West End 
residence that will be featured 
during the Minneapolis & Saint 
Paul Home Tour. At right is the 
gated entrance to the home’s  

expansive Japanese garden.
PHOTOS BY BRAD STAUFFER
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Meet Great Authors

nextchapterbooksellers NextChapterBooksellers NextChapterMN

38 Snelling Ave S, St Paul MN38 Snelling Ave S, St Paul MN
651/225-8989 | www.nextchapterbooksellers.com651/225-8989 | www.nextchapterbooksellers.com

Meet Meet Douglas StuartDouglas Stuart
April 29April 29

In conversation with Euan KerrIn conversation with Euan Kerr

Meet Meet Marice RendonMarice Rendon
April 30April 30

Meet Meet Diane WilsonDiane Wilson
April 30April 30

Information Showcase - Join Us!

New senior apartment expansion at Lexington Landing 
in Highland Park.

OPENING SPRING 2023 - NOW RESERVING!
Lexington Landing offers older adults a maintenance-free 
lifestyle in attractive apartments within the esteemed Highland 
Park neighborhood. Join us to learn more about this upcoming 
senior living opportunity. 

Equal Housing Opportunity.
OWNED BY: J. A. Wedum Foundation    
MANAGED BY: PHS Management, LLC

900 Old Lexington Avenue
Saint Paul, MN 55116
LexingtonLanding.org

19
APRIL Information Showcase 

Tuesday, April 19 
1:00 p.m. or 3:30 p.m. 

Call Liz today to RSVP! 651-695-6400 
street parking available

By Jane McClure

The Saint Paul City Council relaxed 
regulations governing the build-
ing of accessory dwelling units 

(ADUs) on single-family lots earlier this 
year as part of an effort to address the city’s  
housing shortage. 

The city no longer requires a minimum 
lot size for adding an ADU. It no longer re-
quires one of the occupants of the ADU or 
the main house to be an owner of the prop-
erty. The city has also increased the maxi-
mum size of an ADU from 800 square feet 
to 75 percent of the floor area of the princi-
pal unit. However, adding a dwelling on a 
single-family lot in one of the city’s historic 
districts can require extra steps, including 
additional design work and a longer per-
mit review process.

Zindziswa McCormick and Timothy 
Drinan found that out several months 
ago when they submitted plans for a new  
ADU behind their home in the Historic Hill 
District.

ADUs have been permitted in Saint Paul’s 
single-family zones since 2018. However, 
the city’s older neighborhoods have had 
similar dwellings for well over a century. 
Small houses, called alley houses, have ex-
isted for years in the backyards of homes 
in the Frogtown neighborhood. Similarly, 
carriage houses or servants’ quarters were 
commonplace above the garages or in the 
backyards of homes in the Summit Hill and 
Ramsey Hill neighborhoods. 

The McCormick-Drinan house at 525 
Holly Ave. was built in 1885. It has had a 
1½-story garage in back, though the home-
owners do not know for how long. Back-
yard structures appear on old fire maps of 
the neighborhood, but it is not known if 
the same structure the homeowners want 
to tear down and replace with an ADU is 
one of them.

Demolishing a structure in the Historic 
Hill District requires a permit review by the 
city’s Heritage Preservation Commission 
(HPC). In the case of 525 Holly, the HPC 
found that the garage had been altered so 
many times over the years that there was 
little left of its historic character.

McCormick and Drinan are planning 
to replace the garage with a new two-car 
garage and a one-bedroom ADU above it. 

They completed a series of HPC reviews 
in March and now have the city’s bless-
ing to begin demolition. They also have a 
construction permit. The HPC attached a 
dozen conditions to the construction per-
mit, mainly to ensure that the materials 
complement the adjacent houses.

The new 1½-story structure will mea-
sure 24 by 29 feet, or about 4.5 square 
feet larger than the existing garage. It 
will have an upper deck facing the main 
house with a workout area below the 
deck. The new structure has also been de-
signed to complement the main house, 
which was designed by noted architect  
Clarence Johnston.

The homeowners worked with Eric 
Johnson of the Saint Louis Park-based ar-
chitectural firm of Christopher Strom. The 
new structure will have cedar-shingle sid-
ing to match the siding on part of the main 
house, and a simple gable roof with a ridge 
that runs perpendicular to the house. The 
alignment of the roof is meant to minimize 
scale and shadows in the alley. 

One issue that can arise with ADUs in 
older neighborhoods is their impact on 
adjacent properties, especially where the 
houses are close together. Five neighbors of 
the Holly Avenue homeowners association 
testified in support of their plans. How-
ever, two of them had concerns. Sharon 
Pfeifer was concerned that the new struc-
ture might cast a shadow on her garden 
and make it more difficult to store snow 
removed from the alley.

According to Johnson, the new structure 
will be situated to minimize its impact on 
the neighborhood, including the Holly 
Tot Lot, which is on the other side of the  
McCormick-Drinan house.

“The proposed ADU is specifically de-
signed to be contextual with its historical 
neighborhood while being a product of its 
own time,” Johnson said in a letter to the 
HPC.

Ramsey Hill homeowners’ plan for
accessory dwelling passes muster

with solar panels and EV charger!
DRIVING ON SUNSHINE

  |  SOLAR  |

AllEnergySolar.com/Villager

651-372-3553

PROMO CODE:
VILLAGEREV

EXPIRES 6/30/2022

GET A FREE SOLAR 
EVALUATION!

WITH THIS AD WHEN
YOU GET SOLAR AND
EV CHARGER STATION

$1,000
OFF

Adding an accessory dwelling 
in one of the city’s historic 
districts can require extra 

steps, including additional 
design work and a longer 

permit review process.
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Saint Paul College,
A member of Minnesota State

Document available in alternative formats by contacting 651.350.3008 or 
AccessResources@saintpaul.edu. Saint Paul College is an Equal Opportunity employer.

Working ahead
or catching up?

With more than 
200 courses 
available,
there is
something for 
everyone this 
summer at
Saint Paul College. 

Classes start May 23,
May 31, and June 27

Enroll at
saintpaul.edu/summer

We have you covered.

With more than 

something for 
everyone this 

Saint Paul College. 

Classes start May 23,
May 31, and June 27

We have you covered.

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD PRINTER!

stthomas.edu/print-shop
651-962-6585 • printshop@stthomas.edu

On the St. Thomas St. Paul Campus,
Murray-Herrick Campus Center, lower level.

Parking in Admissions lot off Cleveland Ave.

Customize
with your student’s 
photo, school name

& school colors.
3 DESIGNS TO 

CHOOSE FROM!

Show your 
pride and 
excitement!

Celebrate your student’s success by 
decorating with a custom signage 
package: a banner, lawn sign & 
four posters.  Only $85!
                                       You save over $30!

Scan the 
code to 
order
today! 

PICK UP AT THE PRINT SHOP OR 
ASK US ABOUT SHIPPING.

651-340-2452    SkylineCleaners.net

20%OFF
Drycleaning

   Some exclusions, expires 4/30/22. 
               Your Green Cleaner!

“Behind” Highland Village
facing Hillcrest Ave.

Drycleaning

We’re
Open!

Mon-Fri 7am-7pm
Sat 9-4pm

The following criminal incidents were com-
piled from Saint Paul and Mendota Heights 
police reports. For stolen cars, catalytic con-
verter thefts and other reports not in this print 
edition, go to MyVillager.com.

Highland Park.
Burglary—Two suspects made off with 

more than $5,000 in cigarettes during a 
break-in at MSP Tobacco & Vapor in Sibley 
Plaza around 10:40 p.m. on March 29. The 
suspects entered through an adjacent busi-
ness and then pried through the sheetrock 
to gain access to the tobacco store.

Miscellaneous—The Minnesota State 
Patrol was in pursuit of a vehicle wanted 
in Lakeville for a drive-by shooting at 10:31 
p.m. on March 27. The suspect took off on 
foot at Randolph Avenue and Brimhall 
Street, but was located by officers.

Lexington-Hamline
Shooting—A man was shot in the leg on 

the Green Line light-rail train at Lexington 
Parkway and University Avenue at 1:41 p.m. 
on March 25. The suspect was on the train 
and fled north on Lexington.

Miscellaneous—A 29-year-old woman 
was arrested for felony damage to prop-
erty after she reportedly removed a man-
hole cover and threw it at an off-duty po-
lice officer’s marked squad car outside the 
Midway Target at 7:28 p.m. on April 4. The 
woman was a known trespasser and had 
been told to exit the store by loss preven-
tion staff.

Macalester-Groveland
Burglary—Residential burglaries were 

reported on the 2000 block of Goodrich 
Avenue on March 24, and the 2100 block of 
Wellesley Avenue on March 26. 

—The Green Mill, 57 S. Hamline Ave., 
was burglarized between 11:17 a.m. and 
12:06 p.m. on March 27. A former employee 
was seen on camera entering the business 
multiple times with keys he still possessed. 

—A man learned that his garage had 
been burglarized on the 1800 block of 
Berkeley Avenue between April 1-3 after his 
electric mower was discovered in a neigh-
bor’s front yard. 

Mendota Heights
Robbery—A suspect was arrested fol-

lowing a foot chase after he was seen 
spray-painting a stolen vehicle near the 
1600 block of Lilydale Road at 1:38 p.m. on 
March 29. It was later determined he was a 
suspect in an attempted robbery.

Theft—Aluminum wire was reported 
stolen from a business on the 2000 block of 
Pilot Knob Road at 3:28 a.m. on March 19.

—A utility trailer was reported stolen 
on the 500 block of Marie Avenue at 8:44 
a.m. on March 31. It was later recovered in 
a school parking lot.

Merriam Park
Robbery—The Holiday Station, 281 N. 

Snelling Ave., was robbed at gunpoint at 
10:16 p.m. on March 27.

Burglary—A residential burglary was 
reported on the 400 block of Herschel 
Street during the evening of March 24-25.

—Boehm Heating & Air Conditioning, 
1598 Selby Ave., was broken into at 5:22 
a.m. on March 26.

Theft—A gun was reported stolen from 
a vehicle on the 400 block of Fry Street  
between 2:45-3:18 p.m. on March 26.

—A U-Haul trailer was reported stolen 
at Auto Tech, 461 N. Wilder St., during the 
evening of April 3-4.

Assault—A man was punched in the 
face by a male using brass knuckles at 4:38 
p.m. on March 27 on Shields Avenue and 
Fry Street.  

—A 31-year-old man rammed a squad 
car multiple times with the stolen vehicle 
he was driving when police tried to stop 
him at the Quality Inn, 1964 University 
Ave., at 8:54 p.m. on March 28. The suspect 
then tried to flee the scene, but crashed in 
the parking lot and was arrested.

—A 27-year-old woman was cited for 
assault after an officer saw her pull an-
other woman by the hair and drag her on 
the ground at the Holiday Station, 281 N.  
Snelling Ave., at 7:57 p.m. on April 1.

Snelling-Hamline
Assault—Two 24-year-olds assaulted 

staff members at the Holiday Station, 1345 
Marshall Ave., at 2:35 a.m. on March 26.

Summit Hill
Burglary—A break-in was reported at 

Lloyd’s Automotive, 982 Grand Ave., at 
2:32 a.m. on March 29.

Theft—A male suspect reportedly stole 
more than $1,000 in merchandise from 
CVS Pharmacy, 1040 Grand Ave., at 4:18 
p.m. on March 31.

Assault—A woman said she was as-
saulted by an unknown male suspect at 
2:10 a.m. on March 26 on Avon Street south 
of Grand Avenue.

—A woman was taken to the hospital 
by paramedics after reportedly being as-
saulted on the 800 block of Grand Avenue 
at 7:41 p.m. on April 3.

Miscellaneous—Officers responded to 
Billy’s on Grand, 857 Grand Ave., at 12:58 
a.m. on April 1 on an assault call from a 
27-year-old man who said a bouncer had 
pointed a gun at him. It was determined 
that no assault had occurred, but the call-
er was arrested on an outstanding felony 
warrant.

Summit-University
Robbery—A carjacking at gunpoint 

was reported on the 800 block of Laurel  
Avenue at 9:17 p.m. on April 4.

Burglary—An apartment burglary was 
reported on the 100 block of North Grotto 
Street at 11:21 p.m. on March 30.

Theft—A gun was reported stolen from 
a residence on the 900 block of Carroll  
Avenue at 9:04 p.m. on April 3.

Weapons—Six shell casings were found 
after multiple callers reported hearing 
gunshots on Iglehart Avenue and Saint  
Albans Street at 3:32 a.m. on March 30.

Miscellaneous—A 27-year-old woman 
was arrested on a warrant for violating an 
order for protection after police investigat-
ed a 911 hang-up call at 3:57 a.m. on April 4 
on the 200 block of Marshall Avenue. The 
complainant said the suspect had threat-
ened to go downstairs in the apartment 
building to “beat her with a bat.”

West End
Robbery—A strong-arm robbery was 

reported on the 400 block of Vance Street 
at 4:06 p.m. on March 24.

Burglary—An apartment was burglar-
ized while the victims were asleep during 
the early morning of March 26. The sus-
pect stole a purse and car key, then drove 
off with the victim’s vehicle.

—A 31-year-old woman was arrested 
after she reportedly followed a resident 
into an underground garage and tried to 
steal parked vehicles at the Waterford Bay 
Apartments, 380 Randolph Ave., at 4:56 
p.m. on April 2.

Miscellaneous—Officers responded to 
a call about two adults slumped over in 
a vehicle with a baby in the back seat at 
2:24 a.m. on  April 2 on the 300 block of 
Sherman Avenue. One of the occupants, 
a 28-year-old man, was arrested for drug 
possession and child endangerment. 

Crime Report
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AIR INTELLIGENCEAIR INTELLIGENCE

We Specialize in Installation, Service, 
Replacement & Repair!

www.BoehmHeatingCo.com

Since

1945

1598 Selby Ave, St Paul • 651-644-1410

Are Lower Utility Bills 
in your Future?
They could be if you install a Daikin brand ductless indoor comfort 
system. Find out more from your local Daikin brand dealer.

Old Address 
233 Grand Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55102 

New Address 
1804 7th Street West 

Suite 200 
St. Paul, MN 55116 

Just a short move down the road! 

Phone Numbers 
651-227-7806 (Main Number) 

651-256-6714 (Central Appointment Line) 

OldAddress 
233GrandAvenue 
St.Paul,MN55102 

NewAddress 
18047thStreetWest 

Suite200 
St.Paul,MN55116 

Just a short move down the road! 

PhoneNumbers 
651-227-7806(MainNumber) 

651-256-6714(CentralAppointmentLine) 

 Welcome to our Tradition of Caring

Pediatric and
Young Adult Medicine

Saturday Morning
Appointments Available

    1804 7th Street West, Suite 200
                  St. Paul 55116
             www.pyam.com

651-227-7806 (Main Number)

651-256-6714 (Central Appointment Line)

Complete Primary Pediatric Care.                              

WE
ARE

OPEN

By Carolyn Walkup

It was a pretty good crowd for a Monday 
at Bogey’s Lounge. The regular crowd 
shuffl ed in. Many of them had guitars 

or harmonicas in hand because Monday is 
the night for the open jam at Bogey’s, 970 
Sibley Memorial Hwy. in Lilydale.

The weekly jam of amateur and 
professional musicians begins at 7 p.m. 
with the four-piece Bogey’s House Band 
performing several blues standards. 
While John McCann, Tom Harkness, 
Kent Dougherty and 
Nick Zwack play their 
respective harmonica, 
guitars and drums, the 
“jammers” sign in on a 
large white board and 
wait for their turn to play.

McCann recalled how 
he had been sitting at 
Bogey’s bar one night 
fooling around with his 
harmonica when the 
owners brought up the 
idea of an open jam night. 
“I didn’t think Bogey’s had enough space. 
It’s like a real juke joint,” he said. “But one 
thing led to another, and here we are two 
years later.”

Almost every kind of music is welcome 
at Bogey’s jams, though blues and rock 
predominate, according to McCann. “I 
started out as a jammer,” he said. Now he 
has his own group, the Johnny Mac Band.

Midway bassist and guitarist Roger 
Anderson rarely misses a Monday at 
Bogey’s. He is not in a band currently, so 
he enjoys playing with other musicians 
at Bogey’s. “The jams are becoming more 
popular here,” he said. “People want to 
play, but it’s a lot of effort to get a band 
together. I really got into playing electric 
guitar here. It’s a supportive environment, 
but there’s enough competition to keep 

you on your toes.”
Another Bogey’s regular, Midway bass 

player Scott Johnson, said he loves playing 
with bands again after a fi ve-year hiatus 
while raising two children on his own. 
Johnson had been in a band and used to 
own a music store. Now he plays at several 
metro area jams each week. “I run into 
people I haven’t seen for a long time,” he 
said. “It feels good to play again.” 

Tom Tait of Macalester-Groveland is 
fairly new to jamming. A trumpet player 
in his college jazz band, he began studying 

the harmonica after 
retiring as an attorney 
and legal writer. He took 
lessons from Harold 
Tremblay of Macalester-
Groveland. “At fi rst I was 
pretty nervous,” Tait 
said about playing the 
harmonica in the jams at 
Bogey’s. “But I got over 
it. Musicians are very 
forgiving.”

In addition to Bogey’s, 
Tait occasionally plays 

at the open jam from 7-11 p.m. Mondays 
at the Midway Saloon, 1567 University 
Ave. Hosted by veteran guitarist Moses 
Oakland and his mates David Beattie on 
bass, Mike DuBois on drums and Jordan 
Hedlund on organ, the jams at the Midway 
Saloon attract about half regulars and half 
newcomers, Oakland said. The jammers 
play a variety of instruments, including 
horns. “Three trumpet players make it 
their regular haunt,” Oakland said. He 
expects attendance to pick up as COVID-19 
restrictions continue to ease.

Bambi Alexandra, a vocalist with her 
own blues and country bands, enjoys 
singing at the Midway Saloon jam because 
of the house band’s expertise. “I get to 
stretch a little,” she said. “It’s a great 
opportunity to sing or play with high-

caliber musicians.” 
Alexandra has been working on 

writing songs, and she has tried out 
some of her new compositions at the 
weekly Songwriters Showcase from 9 
p.m.-midnight Sundays at Plums Bar, 
480 S. Snelling Ave. Hosted by Nicholas 
Hensley of Macalester-Groveland, the 
open showcase provides singers with 
professional backup on guitar and bass. 
Participants come from all over the state, 
Hensley said. They sign up ahead of time 
so that everyone has a chance to sing.

Two fairly new open mic nights are 
being offered weekly at Keg and Case 
Market, 928 W. Seventh St., and kj’s 
hideaway, 408 Saint Peter St. Players of 
all ages have been coming to display their 
talents and gain experience playing in 
front of a crowd.

“The goal is to make space available 
for musicians who want to play,” said 
Keg and Case marketing director Tanner 
Montague. All kinds of music and even 
comedy and poetry are welcome at the 
West Seventh market. “Online signups 

usually fi ll up in a couple of hours,” 
Montague said.

Held from 5-8 p.m. Sundays in a former 
restaurant on the fi rst fl oor, Keg and 
Case’s open mic event offers performers 
a full sound system, keyboard, electric 
bass, acoustic guitar and electronic 
drums. Musicians may bring their 
own instruments, but using the house 
instruments saves time, Montague said.

Kj’s open mic is held from 6:30-8:30 
p.m. Wednesdays. It may be the only one 
in town that provides a baby grand piano 
for performers, in addition to drums and 
acoustic guitar and bass. Both cover songs 
and original music are welcome, according 
to host Debbie Briggs. A jazz singer and 
guitarist, Briggs usually gets the sessions 
started with her own renditions. 

“We thought having open mic nights 
would be a great way to get people in 
here,” said kj’s co-owner Kristen Siers, 
who with her husband Jeremy Siers took 
over the former Vieux Carré nightclub last 
year. “It’s been fun. You never know what 
you’re going to get.”

Lure of the stage
Would-be stars come out for open
mic and chance to jam with others

Host Johnny Sincerely raises the microphone stand for a performer called Six Nine during the Open Mic 
Night on a Wednesday in March at kj’s hideaway, 408 Saint Peter St.  PHOTO BY BRAD STAUFFER

Bambi Alexandra, a 
vocalist with her own 

blues and country 
bands, enjoys singing 
at the Midway Saloon 

jam because of the 
house band’s expertise. 

“I get to stretch a 
little,” she said. 
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Books
A Natural Curiosity: The Story of the Bell 
Museum will be discussed by co-authors 
Lansing Shepard, Don Luce, Barbara 
Coffin and Gwen Schagrin in a virtual 
program from 7-8:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
April 20. Participation is free. To register 
for the link, visit z.umn.edu/042022.

Douglas Stuart, Booker Prize-winning 
author of Shuggie Bain, will read from 
his second novel, Young Mungo, at 6 p.m. 
Friday, April 29, at Next Chapter Book-
sellers, 38 S. Snelling Ave. For the required 
tickets or more information, call 651-225-
8989 or visit nextchapterbooksellers.com.

SubText Books, 6 W. Fifth St., will play 
host to virtual readings and discussions by 
James Lenfestey and Wang Ping from the 
poetry anthology, The Uncommon Speech 
of Paradise, at 7 p.m. Wednesday, April 13; 
and West End novelist Larry Millett from 
his latest mystery, Rafferty’s Last Case, at 
7 p.m. Thursday, April 21. The programs 
are free. To register for the link, visit 
subtextbooks.com/events or call 651- 
493-2791 for more information.

Dance
Class of ’85, an exploration of high 
school stereotypes and a celebration of 
acceptance and inclusion, will be pre-
sented by Collide Theatrical Dance 
Com pany from April 15 through May 1 
at Gremlin Theatre, 550 N. Vandalia St. 
Dancers Jarod Boltjes, Renee Guittar, 
Rachel Seeholzer, Patrick Jeffrey, Javan 
Mngrezzo, Grace Kidder, Megan Carver 
and Ben Siglin perform. Show times are 
7:30 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays and 2 and 
5 p.m. Sundays. Tickets are $30-55. Visit 
collidetheatrical.org or call 651-395-7903.

Theater
The Little Prince, an adaptation of the 
beloved French novella, is playing through 
May 1 at Theatre in the Round, 245 Cedar 
Ave. S. in Minneapolis. The classic story of 
love, loss and hope tells of a world-weary 
aviator and the mysterious child he meets 
while stranded in the desert. Show times 
are 7:30 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays and 
2 p.m. Sundays. Tickets are $25, $20 for 
students. Visit theatreintheround.org or 
call 612-333-3010.

Jelly’s Last Jam is being staged by Theatre 
Latté Da through May 8 at the Ritz Theater, 
345 13th Ave. NE in Minneapolis. The Tony 
Award-winning musical tells the story of 
Jelly Roll Morton, the clas si cally trained 
pianist who spread the sounds of ragtime, 
blues and jazz from the back alleys of New 
Orleans to the dance halls and clubs of 
Chicago and New York. Reese Britts stars 
as Morton and Andre Shoals plays the 
Chimney Man. Kelli Foster Warder directs. 
Tickets start at $35. For reservations, call 
612-339-3003 or visit latteda.org.

Atacama, playwright Augusto Federico 
Amador’s metaphorical story of the 
choices, views and actions that tear 
fami lies and countries apart, will be 
performed from April 20 through May 1 by 
Full Circle Theater. Lara Trujillo directs. 
Show times are 7:30 p.m. Wednesday 
through Saturday and 2 p.m. Sunday 
on the proscenium stage at Park Square 
Theatre, 20 W. Seventh Place. For ticket 
information, visit parksquaretheatre.org.

Avi Aharoni and Nathan Keepers star in 
Six Points Theater’s production of Two 
Jews Walk Into a War. The play by Seth 
Rozin tells of Zeblyan and Ishaq, the last 
two Jews living in Kabul who are intent 

on repopulating the ancient Jewish 
community but cannot agree on how 
to do it. Sally Wingert directs. Sixteen 
evening and matinee performances are 
scheduled from April 30 through May 22 
in the auditorium of the Highland Park 
Community Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy. 
Tickets are $14-$38. Call 651-647-4315 or 
visit sixpointstheater.org.

Set in Paris in the 1920s, Moliere’s satire 
The Miser will be performed by Classics 
Lost ’n’ Found Theater Company from 
April 29 through May 7 at Lake Nokomis 
Presbyterian Church, 1620 E. 46th St. 
in Minneapolis. Show times are 7 p.m. 
Fridays and Saturdays. Tickets are $15, $12 
for students, or whatever you can afford 
for the additional show at 2 p.m. Saturday, 
April 30. Call 612-724-4539.

Exhibits
“Totally Radical, Designing the 1980s,” 
an exhibit that captures the variety and 
idiosyncrasies of styles prevalent during 
the 1980s, is being displayed through 
May 27 in the University of Min ne sota’s 
Goldstein Museum of Design, located in 
Gallery 241 of McNeal Hall, 1985 Buford 
Ave. The exhibit includes objects from the 
Goldstein collection and photos and print 
material from U of M archives and the 
Minnesota Historical Society. Admission 
is free. For gallery hours, visit design.umn.
edu/goldstein-museum-design.

The Catherine G. Murphy Gallery at 
Saint Catherine University is displaying 
two new exhibits through May 22. “Not 
Here” presents drawings, prints, collages, 
illustrations and cabinets of curiosities by 
Minneapolis artist Jody Williams. “Rooted 
Forward” features the art of St. Kate’s 
students Liz Con nors, Mathis “Blue” J. 
Edwards, Cora Dean-Wyatt, Ellie Leonard, 
Carolina Lopez, Megan Riley and Theo von 
Weiss. The students will discuss their art 
from 11:45 a.m.-1:15 p.m. Thursday, May 5. 
Admission is free. Visit gallery.stkate.edu 
or call 651-690-6644.

“Mestizaje: Intermix-Remix,” the art of 
eight Latino artists, is on view through 
June 12 in the sidewalk and skyway galler-
ies of the Minnesota Museum of American 
Art, 350 N. Robert St. Marcela Rodríguez 
Aguilar, María José Castillo, Luis Fitch, 
Bobby Marines, Dougie Padilla, Maria 
Cristina Tavera, Xavier Tavera and Vlocke 
Negro explore what it means to identify as 

mixed-race. A panel discussion on what 
it means to be mestizo will be held from 
6-7:30 p.m. Thursday, May 12, via Zoom. 
Visit mmaa.org or call 651-797-2571.

More than 20 artists will take part in Art 
on the Island, a show and sale on April 
22-24 on the fourth and fifth floors of 
Warehouse 2, 106 S. Water St. Paintings, 
drawings, prints and works in wood, clay 
and textiles will be featured from 5-9 p.m. 
Friday and noon to 5 p.m. Saturday and 
Sunday. Art demonstrations, live music 
and refreshments will be offered.

“Righting a Wrong: Japanese Americans 
and World War II,” a Smithsonian Insti-
tution traveling exhibit, will be dis-
played from April 23 through July 3 at the 
Minnesota History Center, 345 W. Kellogg 
Blvd. Through personal stories, historical 
images and objects, the exhibit examines 
the complicated history set in motion by 
President Franklin Roosevelt’s Executive 
Order 9066, which led to the incarceration 
of 120,000 Japanese Americans and 
Japanese nationals following the attack 
on Pearl Harbor in 1941. An opening 
day program will be held from 11 a.m.-3 
p.m. Saturday, April 23. It will feature 
demonstrations of traditional Japanese 
origami, Japanese drumming by TaikoArts 
Midwest and Japanese dancing by Sansei 
Yonsei Kai. The documentary film And 
Then They Came for Us will be screened at 
noon and 2 p.m. Admission to the History 
Center is $12, $10 for seniors and college 
students, $6 for children ages 5-17. 

Music
A coed Drumline Jam with toms, 
snare and bass drums will be held from 
6:30-8 p.m. Friday, April 22, at the 
Women’s Drum Center, 2242 University 
Ave. No experience is necessary. Cost 
is $10. Drums will be provided. Visit 
womensdrumcenter.org. 

The Saint Paul Conservatory of Music 
welcomes the season with Spring Rhap-
sody, a musical showcase of its fac ul ty and 
students at 3 p.m. Saturday, April 23, at the 
conservatory, 1524 Summit Ave. A cocktail 
reception will follow the showcase with 
hors d’oeuvres, a silent auction and live 
music by faculty members Rachel Holder 
on vocals, Randy Sabien on violin and 
Harry Chalmiers on guitar. Tickets for the 
reception are $35 in advance, $50 at the 
door. Visit thespcm.org.

Lyra Baroque Orchestra will be joined by 
soprano Maria Jette and traverso player 
Immanuel Davis in “Vivaldi and His 
French Friends” on Saturday, April 23. 
The program will be presented at 5:30 and 
7:30 p.m. in Sundin Hall, 1531 Hewitt Ave. 
It will highlight the influence that Italian 
cantatas and concertos had on the music 
of 18th century France. Tickets are $30, 
$25 for seniors, $5 for students. Call 651-
321-2214 or visit lyrabaroqueorchestra.org.

Singer-songwriter Cliff Eberhardt will 
take the stage at 8 p.m. Saturday, April 
23, at Ginkgo Coffeehouse, 721 N. Snelling 
Ave. Tickets are $20. Call 651-645-2647 or 
visit ginkgocoffee.com.

Korean-American composer Earl Kim’s 
song cycle, Three Poems in French for 
Soprano and String Quartet, will be 
performed by the Chamber Music Society 
of Minnesota as part of a Journey East 
program at 4 p.m. Sunday, April 24, at 
Sundin Hall, 1531 Hewitt Ave. Works by 
Piyawat Louilapprasert, Ariana Kim, Steve 
Heitzeg and Zhou Long will also be played. 
Tickets are $25, $20 for seniors, $15 for 
students. Visit chambermusicmn.org or 
call 651-560-0206.

The Kupinski Guitar Duo of Poland will 
make its Minnesota debut at 7:30 p.m. Sat-
ur day, April 30, in Sundin Hall, 1531 Hewitt 
Ave. The husband and wife duo will 
play com po sitions by Sor, Mendelssohn, 
Chopin, Gershwin and Sergio Assad. 
Tickets are $10-$25. Visit mnguitar.org.

Family
Tour Italy without leaving Saint Paul. 
The Italian Cultural Center will present 
the music, dance, crafts, cuisine and 
other facets of the Bel Paese from 1-3 p.m. 
Sunday, April 24, at Landmark Center. Call 
651-292-3063 or visit landmarkcenter.org.

Alice’s Looking Glass, dance theater that 
com bines Lewis Carroll’s The Adventures 
of Alice in Wonderland with his Through 
the Looking Glass, will be performed on 
April 26 and 27 by Out on a Limb Dance 
Theatre. A cast of more than 70 will take 
the stage at 7 p.m. Tuesday and Wed-
nes day in the O’Shaughnessy at Saint 
Catherine University. Tickets are $32, 
$30 for seniors, children and military 
personnel. Visit oshag.stkate.edu.

Et cetera
Join Friends of the Mississippi River 
for the annual Earth Day cleanup of the 
river gorge from 9:30 a.m.-noon Saturday, 
April 23, along West River Parkway in 
Minneapolis. After two years of pandemic-
related restrictions, the family-friendly 
event has returned in full force. To 
participate, simply show up at 9:30 a.m. 
on West River Parkway at either East 36th 
Street or East 44th Street. All supplies 
will be provided, though if you have your 
own gloves bring them. Sturdy shoes are 
recommended. Masks are also encouraged 
when in close proximity to other volun-
teers. Groups of 10 or more are asked to 
call Sophie Downey at 651-222-2193 ext. 
27. Groups of 20 or more are asked to call 
Aaron Briner at 612-230-6479.

The city of Saint Paul’s 36th annual 
Spring Cleanup will be held from 9-11:30 
a.m. Saturday, April 23, at 21 different 
locations across the city. Groups and 
individuals of all ages are invited to help 
pick up litter in the parks and along the 
streets. For more information, visit stpaul.
gov/departments/parks-and-recreation/
natural-resources/volunteer-resources/
citywide-spring-cleanup.

Vanessa Gamble (right) stars as the delusional Florence and Michael Pearce Donley plays her accompa-
nist Cosme McMoon in Souvenir. Playwright Stephen Temper ley’s drama about American socialite and 
would-be opera star Florence Foster Jenkins will be per formed from April 29 through May 14 by Bucket 
Brigade Theater. Show times are 7:30 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays and 3 p.m. Saturday, May 7 and 14, at 
Art House North, 793 Armstrong Ave. Tickets are $20, $30 and $40, or whatever you can afford for the 
additional show at 7:30 p.m. Mon day, May 9. Call 612-547-9839 or visit bucketbrigadetheater.com.
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Bob Tschida ends 
long coaching career

 

When the Catholic Athletic Association (CAA) 
baseball coaches met on April 12 to go over the 
ground rules for the 2022 season, a longtime 

regular was noticeably missing. For the first time in over 
four decades, Bob Tschida was relaxing at home instead 
of meeting with his coaching brethren. 

The man who helped pave the way for future major 
leaguer Jack Hannahan and several others who dreamed 
of going pro had decided the time had come for somebody 
else to teach young baseball players how to bunt, pitch 
and turn double plays.

Connie Mack was still managing the Philadelphia A’s at 
age 87. Tschida is only 86, but a bout with COVID-19 that 
sapped his energy level a bit helped drive his decision to 
step away from baseball. “I think it’s time,” Tschida said. 
“I’m sure I’ll miss it. In fact, you’ll probably still see me at 
some games this spring.” 

Tschida has been coaching youth baseball for a long 
time. He coached the baseball teams at Highland Catholic 
School for 34 years. Before that, he was at Saint Luke’s 
for three years and at Immaculate Heart of Mary for six. 

He also coached Highland Catholic’s hockey team for 23 
years. It might seem that, after a work schedule like that, 
a fellow might want to take some time off in the summer. 
For 23 years, however, Tschida also coached the North 
End’s American Legion baseball team.

“I know there’s probably somebody who doesn’t like 
me,” CAA athletic director Mark Courtney said last week, 
“but I don’t know anybody who doesn’t like Bob Tschida.” 

Highland Catholic athletic director Rob Petersen has 
been Tschida’s boss for the past 15 years. “The first day of 
practice, he showed up with a bucket of balls, then put 
them aside and just talked to the kids,” Petersen recalled. 
“He controlled the room without raising his voice. All it 
took was his gentle smile and he had their attention.” 

“You need to be patient with eighth-graders,” Tschida 
said. “You need to get through to them that it’s OK to 
make mistakes. You just need to learn from them.”

One year, Tschida discovered his 
infielders were having trouble catching 
a throw and then relaying the ball 
to first to complete a double play. 
To help fix the problem, he found a 
couple of pieces of wood, a stapler and 
small strips of fabric. As the picture at 
right illustrates, the infielder slips the 
device on his glove hand to get used 
to trapping the ball against the wood 
before throwing it to first.

It may not be as slick as watching Carlos Correa turn a 
double play, but the Hi-C lads warmed to the idea. “Kids 
like something new,” Tschida said. “If it helps them get 
better at something, they’ll do it.”

Tschida considers himself fortunate to have coached 
players like Hannahan, his brother Buzz, Tony Leseman 
and many others who went on to have stellar high school 

and college baseball careers.
One of his young charges who had a different career 

in baseball was Tim Tschida (distant relation), who 
played hockey for Bob when he was in seventh grade. Tim 
started umpiring when he was in high school and went 
on to work more than 3,400 major league games before 
retiring a decade ago. 

Tim remembers Bob fondly. “You had a lot of fun with 
him, but he took the games seriously,” he recalled.

Another early Bob Tschida trainee was current 
University of Saint Thomas men’s basketball coach 
John Tauer, who played on the Hi-C baseball team as 
an eighth-grader. “He was my third head coach in three 
years there,” Tauer said. “We won the championship that 
year. It was a big deal.” 

Tauer remembers Tschida’s patient approach. “He built 
up our confidence,” Tauer said. “He had high standards, 
but didn’t scream at you to reach them.” 

A decade ago, Petersen thought Tschida would be an 
excellent candidate for the CAA Hall of Fame. “When I 
brought it up, people thought it was an obvious choice,” 
he said. So in 2013, Tschida joined the hall. “Some folks 
were surprised he wasn’t already in there,” Petersen said.

A month or so ago, Petersen had a conversation he 
had been dreading. The time had come to talk about the 
upcoming season. Tschida was straightforward with his 
boss. “He told me he was too tired to do it,” Petersen said. 
“COVID had left him with not a good feeling.”  

Scott Helgeson, who had assisted Tschida in the past, 
has the task of succeeding a coach who, as Petersen put 
it, “knows the kids long before they know him. A lot of 
times, his players don’t get what he’s teaching them until 
later. It’s the end of an era.”

Dave Wright can be reached at dwright53@msn.com.

The Wright Call
By Dave Wright

By Bill Wagner

Newly established state high school 
softball rules in 2011 increased the 
distance between home plate and 

the pitcher’s mound from 40 to 43 feet. The 
change made the prep pitching distance the 
same as that of college. Many believed at the 
time that it would generate more offense.

It did that, even though some local 
coaches still say they enjoy a good close 
pitchers’ duel. Others point to the safety 
factor as a reason for the move, giving 
pitchers more time to react to hard shots 
hit back to the mound.

“I think moving it back was a good 
move,” said Minnehaha Academy coach 
Megan Thurow. “And it’s safer, too.”

Two Rivers coach Jennifer Carpenter said 
the change has created more offense, but 
added that pitchers in general have gotten 
better. “The kids pitching now don’t know 
the difference,” she said. “It’s not hurting 
anybody who’s throwing to us.”

New Cretin-Derham Hall coach Aaron 
Vail agreed. Still, he said that doesn’t mean 
pitching is less important. Far from it. “If 
you have a great pitcher, you have a leg up 
on everybody,” he said. 

Central coach Fiona Lodge is also a fan of 
the added distance. “I like it at the varsity 
level,” she said. “It makes it easier to get 
used to college ball.”

Visitation coach Dan Jameson said the 
change has been a plus. “I’d say the extra 
3 feet enabled a lot more hitters to barrel 
up and hit the ball hard,” he said. Jameson 
was quick to add that pitching needn’t suf-
fer because when a pitcher has good move-
ment on the ball, most of it comes during 
the last few feet before it gets to the catch-
er’s glove anyway.

Here’s a look at the local teams as they 
make their pitch for a successful season:  

CENTRAL
League: Saint Paul City
Previous record: 10-9
Coach: Fiona Lodge

Key players:  senior catcher Bella Lauer, 
senior pitcher Maddie Griggs LeRoux, se-
nior first baseman Ella Bangorp, senior 
shortstop Ellynor Haack.

Outlook: Central is capable of winning 
the conference title, said Lodge, whose 
club usually vies with Highland and Como 
for the top of the conference. “We have 
some pitching, our infield is good and we 
have some speed,” she said. 

CRETIN-DERHAM HALL
League: Suburban East
Previous record: 11-13
Coach: Aaron Vail

Key players: senior shortstop Anna 
Caruso, senior catcher Sammy Muetzel, 
freshman pitcher Brooke Nesdahl.

Outlook: The Raiders made a late charge 
to make it to state last year. Their schedule 
is a rugged one, but Vail has some confi-
dence. “We have seven players returning 
who saw some good action last year,” he 
said. “We have some good pitching and our 
defense is good, too.”

HIGHLAND PARK
League: Saint Paul City
Previous record: 12-8
Coach: Louie Neurer

Key players: senior shortstop Kathleen 
Cacigalupi, senior catcher Tess Grund-
hoefer, sophomore pitcher Ella Johnson.

Outlook: The Scots have only 14 players 
on varsity, but Neurer has six starters re-
turning from a team that won the confer-
ence a year ago. He thinks his squad should 
be able to play good defense, even if its of-
fense takes time to click. “I’d think we’d be 
able to win the conference title,” Neurer 
said.  

MINNEHAHA ACADEMY
League: Ind. Metro Athletic
Previous record: 10-11
Coach: Megan Thurow

Key players: junior first base-
man Camryn Thurow, senior 
pitcher Payton Glenn, senior 
center fielder Caroline McHugh, 
sophomore shortstop Maddie 
Ciccarelli.

Outlook: The Redhawks will 
have an offense that can score 
runs and pitching that can stop 
opponents. A big key for the sea-
son will be how well the defense 
does. “We’re capable of winning 
the conference,” Thurow said. 
“It’ll be a very positive year.”

SAINT PAUL ACADEMY
League: Ind. Metro Athletic
Previous record: 0-12
Coach: Lauren Janssen

Key players: senior pitcher 
Rowan Venz, junior catcher  
Greta Magnuson, senior first 
baseman Sarah Oppenheim.

Outlook: Janssen has no delusions that 
her club is going to become a contender 
overnight. “We need to build a program in 
which we don’t have to rely on one pitcher 
at a time,” she said. The Spartans should 
benefit from a collaboration with Twin Cit-
ies Academy, Great River School and Saint 
Paul Conservatory for Performing Artists.

TWO RIVERS
League: Metro East
Previous record: 9-13
Coach: Jennifer Carpenter

Key players: senior pitcher Kallie Fratt, 
junior pitcher Sofia Braun, senior infield-
ers Becca Tuvey and Molly Shetka, senior  
center fielder Ella Bannie.

Outlook: With good talent returning, 

Carpenter thinks her squad will make a 
serious move this spring. “We have nine 
seniors, seven who played a lot for us,” she 
said. “It’s exciting.”

VISITATION
League: Tri-Metro
Previous record: 11-10
Coach: Dan Jameson

Key players: junior third baseman 
Jana Christensen, junior pitcher Grace  
Ritzenthaler, senior shortstop Jaci Young, 
senior catcher Hannah Allen.

Outlook: The Blazers have a rugged 
schedule, but Jameson is used to that. “In 
this conference, you’re always going to 
have a dogfight,” he said, “but we have 
some good young talent.”

SPA seventh-grade pitcher Tamari Christopher warms up her 
arm during practice.  PHOTO BY BRAD STAUFFER

Prep softball preview
Coaches say decision to move pitchers back was good one
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COME IN &
ENJOY MN PRO BASEBALL

ON ONE OF OUR MANY
T.V.’S HERE!

BRING ON THE
CELEBRATION!

SHUTTLE ON DOWN TO SHAMROCK’S
FOR THE FREE SHUTTLE TO AND FROM
EVERY HOME MN PRO HOCKEY GAME!

JOIN US BEFORE AND
AFTER THE GAME • FREE PARKING!

LIVE BAND!
EVERY

SATURDAY
9:30 PM

BEER OF THE MONTH

                $5 SUMMITS
                EVERY DAY!

BUCK CHUCK
$2 BURGERS

8 PM - 10 PM

ORDER A PLATTER
EVERY MONDAY

The 28th annual Saint Paul Area 
Athena Awards ceremony will take 
place on April 20. Forty-eight young 

women representing the Saint Paul area’s 
public and private schools will be honored 
for excellence in athletics and academics. 
The local winners include:

Central—Lilian Hamacher
Sports: volleyball (letter, Academic 

All-State); gymnastics (2 letters, 2-time 
all-conference, Future Coach Award, cap-
tain); track and field (3 letters, state quali-
fier, 2-time captain, Academic All-State); 
swimming and diving (letter).

School activities: student council, Wom-
en in STEM Club, student leadership, 
homecoming, National Honor Society,  
Environmental Committee. 

Scholastic honors: 4-time academic Top 
10, 3.98 unweighted GPA, 4.86 weighted 
GPA, full International Baccalaureate Di-
ploma candidate, fluent in German, 2-time 
Academic All-State.

Post-high school plans: attend the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison or the  
University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill, 
major in physics and business.

Cretin-Derham Hall—Ari Evans
Sports: soccer (5 letters, rookie of the 

year, 2-time all-conference honorable 
mention, all-conference, section champs, 
state participant, MVP-offense, captain); 
hockey (5 letters, 2-time all-conference 

honorable mention, all-conference, rookie 
of the year, Hustle Award, Academic All-
State, captain); lacrosse (3 letters, section 
champs, state tournament, Most Improved 
Player, all-metro, all-state, MVP-defense, 
captain). 

School activities: People Finding People, 
CDH Leadership Outreach Team, Art Club.

Scholastic honors: 4.05 GPA, Marcia 
Black Olsen Scholarship, Academic All-
State teams, President’s List Honor Roll.

Post-high school plans: undecided.
Highland Park—Molly Moening

Sports: cross-country (6 letters, 6-time 
all-conference, 5-time all-state, 6-time 
conference champion, 5K school record 
holder, 6-time state meet); Nordic skiing (6 
letters, 6-time all-conference, 5-time all-
state, six state appearances, 4-time confer-
ence champion, 5-time section champion, 
2-time state champion, 2-time girls’ Nordic 
skier of the year, 5-time all-American U.S. 
Junior Nationals, U.S. Ski Team National 
Training Group); track and field (5 letters, 
5-time all-conference, 6-time all-state, 12-
time conference champion, school record-
holder in the 1600M and 4X500M).

School honors: Dare to be Real Equity 
Group, Voice in Sport Advocacy Leadership 
Group.

Scholastic achievements: Nordic skiing 
and cross-country Academic All-State.

Post-high school plans: attend the Uni-

versity of Vermont, compete in Nordic ski-
ing and study environmental science.

St. Paul Academy—Naomi Straub
Sports: soccer (4 letters, 3-time all-con-

ference, all-state, conference champions, 
rookie of the year); basketball (captain, 2 
letters, All-Academic Silver Award); track 
and field (captain, 2 letters, fourth place 
sectionals in 4x100); Saint Paul Black-
hawks premier team soccer (Sweet 16 at 
Gothia Cup).

School activities: Outdoors Club, ASL 
Club, Honors Art Seminar.

Scholastic honors: 7-time honor roll.
Post-high school plans: attend Carleton 

College, play soccer and study biology and 
Chinese.

Two Rivers—Jaylen Rosga
Sports: lacrosse (2 letters, Team USA U18 

member, 3-time Under Armour All-Amer-
ican, US Lacrosse All-American, Academic 
All-American, Player of the Year, all-state, 
all-section, all-conference, first in state in 
points per game and third in total points, 
state meet, state all-tournament team, 
ranked #6 lacrosse player in the country); 
cross-country (6 letters, 6-time all-con-
ference, state participant); track and field 
(2 letters, state participant 4x800, 2-time 
all-conference; basketball (4 letters, all-
conference honorable mention).  

School activities: student council presi-
dent, National Honor Society, 3-time Spot-

light on Scholarship selection, Link crew 
leader, district leadership team, Unity 
Club, homecoming royalty.

Scholastic honors: seven years on “A” 
honor roll.

Post-high school plans: attend the Uni-
versity of Maryland on a lacrosse scholar-
ship, major in business.

Visitation—Ella Sukup
Sports: soccer (4 letters, 2-time all-con-

ference, honorable mention, 2-time all-
state, rookie of the year, most dedicated 
player, MVP, captain); track and field (3 
letters, 2-time all-conference, honorable 
mention, 2-time section event champion, 
3-time state qualifier, rookie of the year, 
MVP, captain).

School activities: student council presi-
dent, Investment Club co-president, news-
paper editor, Leadership Club.

Scholastic honors: 3 years High Honor 
Roll, National Spanish Exam bronze award, 
2-time Academic All-State, 4.3 GPA.

Post-high school plans: attend Williams 
College, run track and study biology and 
statistics.

***
The luncheon will take place from 11 a.m.- 

1 p.m. Wednesday, April 20, at Vadnais 
Heights Commons, 655 E. County Road F. Dr. 
Nicole M. LaVoi of the Tucker Center at the 
University of Minnesota will be the keynote 
speaker. Visit stpaulathena.com.

Athena Awards 
mark 28th year 
of recognizing 
city’s top female 
student athletes

Lilian Hamacher Ari Evans Molly Moening Naomi Straub Jaylen Rosga Ella Sukup
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CLASSIFIEDS
LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNOW

THE BEST Landscaping Services. 
Bluhm Brothers Landscaping. Design. 
Tree, shrub and plant knowledge, in-
stallation, grading, sodding, beds and 
gardens. Paver patios, walks, drives. 
Versa-Lok retaining walls. 651- 
227-2584; www.bluhmbrothers.com

LAWN SERVICE. Spring cleanups. 
Gutter cleaning/repair; dethatch-
ing, tree/bush service. Insured. 651- 
699-2832.

CREATIVE DESIGNS. I can help 
you install. Horticulture Degree, 
U of MN. Certified Nursery and 
Landscape Professional. Living Space 
Landscapes. Scott Solomonson, 612-
868-7787; LandscapesByScott.com

TREE SERVICE. Local Tree Tech, li-
censed, insured, clean, efficient.  
Dean, 651-298-0781.

*HIGHLAND TREE CARE, LLC.*
Certified Arborist. Licensed. Insured. 
Free estimates. Removals, pruning, 
stumps. Brian, 612-735-9110. 

ALL YOUR GREEN needs. Mowing. 
Lawn Care. Landscaping. 20+ years’ in 
St. Paul. Call 651-695-1230.

FLS. Lawn and Snow. Commercial. 
R e s i d e n t i a l .  6 51 - 4 4 2 - 0 9 93 . 
FreddiesLawnandSnow.com

*MONTHLY MOWING*
Starting at $150/month. 651-276-4396. 
SorensenLawnCare.com

COMPUTER/INTERNET/TV  
HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: On site, 
free pickup, delivery, troubleshoot-
ing, upgrades, virus spyware removal, 
networking wired and wireless, in-
stallation. Great rates. 10 years in 
Highland. 651-698-7519; 651-470-3792. 

HIGHLAND COMPUTERS. Full service 
Mac & PC repair. 474 Hamline. 651-
207-8276.

OFFICE/PROOFREADING
WRITE AWAY CREATIVE. Transcription. 
Typing. Copy Editing. Legal, academic, 
memoirs. 651-690-4779.

SEWING/TAILORING
HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations. 
Tailoring. Women. Men. 712 South 
Cleveland. 651-698-6117. Highland 
Tailors.com

HOME SERVICES   
*CILEK FURNITURE REPAIR*

Complete chair re-glue since 1960. 
651-699-4022.

F R E D D I E ’ S  J U N K  R e m o v a l . 
Commercial. Residential. Low rates. 
Free estimates. 651-442-0993.

*GUTTER CLEANING*
It’s that time of the year again! 
Protect your roof and have your gut-
ters cleaned today. Call Ryan, 651-
690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

WOOD DECKS/Wood Fences. License 
#BC581059. Troy’s Decks & Wood 
Fences, 651-210-1387.

HOUSECLEANING
EXCELLENT CLEANING, reasonable 
rates, reliable, experienced. Estimates 
available. Ann, 651-776-7834.

NICCI MAIDS. Professional House    
cleaning Services. Bonded and in-
sured. References. 651-253-5561.

MB’S CLEANING SERVICE. 28 years in 
business. Seasonal cleaning specials. 
$50 off 1st cleaning. Gift certificates. 
651-225-1960. mbscleaning.com

L + A CLEAN MACHINE. Quality service. 
Good pricing. Residential and com-
mercial cleaning. 770-837-1333.

QUALITY CLEANING you can depend 
on. 20+ years’ experience. Rita’s 
Cleaning, 612-414-9241.

*SPARKLING CLEANING*
Reliable, great references, and hon-
est. Call/Text: Maria, 651-245-9027.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNOW  
FEW THINGS ADD more curb appeal 
than a thick, healthy lawn showcasing 
your beautifully landscaped property. 
Advertise your business in the Lawn 
and Landscape Classifieds in upcom-
ing MyVillagers. Call 651-699-1462 ext 
10 or email WantAds@MyVillager.com

*P.H.M. INC. 651-231-7748*
MURPHY’S LAWN & LANDSCAPE. 
30+ years. Local, family owned. 
Commercial. Residential. The best 
full service lawn and landscap-
ing in your neighborhood. pat@
PHMincorporated.com or www.
PHMincorporated.com

CNT LAWN CARE and Snow Removal. 
Hedge trimming. Highland resident. 
Chris, 651-757-6339.

HOME SERVICES   
MYVILLAGER HOME SERVICES category 
offers handyman, moving, window and 
gutter cleaning services, repair and 
clean out services, hauling, demoli-
tion, painting etc. Advertise YOUR 
Home Service in the next MyVillager! 
Call 651-699-1462 ext 10 or email 
WantAds@MyVillager.com 

LIGHTHOUSE MOVING. St. Paul busi-
ness since 2004. A+ rating with the 
Minnesota Better Business Bureau. 
Licensed/Insured. 651-387-2955 
LighthouseMoving.com

GUTTER CLEANING & Repair. 29th year 
in Villager area. Fully insured for your 
peace of mind. Call us today. Free 
estimates, 651-287-0970.

ALL AMERICAN One, LLC. Bonded, 
licensed, insured. MN. License 
#BC635082. Big or small. Everything 
from chimneys to basements. Stop 
leaks. All jobs done. Free estimates. 
BBB. Angie’s. Jeff, 651-285-1937.

WINDOW CLEANING. 29th year in 
Villager area. Fully insured for your 
peace of mind. Call us today. Free 
estimates. Call 651-287-0970.

HANDYMAN FROM A-Z. Quality work, 
30 years’ experience. 651-483-8581, 
Jerry.

*RELIABLEMAINTENANCE 
ANDREPAIR.COM*

Remodeling and Handyman Services. 
MN License #BC665235. 651-262-9765.

CLEAN OUT accumulated, stored 
junk/debris. Hauling. Reasonable. 
Frank, 651-276-7094.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
*BATHROOM REMODELING*

Low water pressure? Sinks, toilets, 
tubs/surrounds, etc. Ceramic tile. 612-
275-9815. Basement bath?

RUBEN’S CONCRETE. Free estimates. 
Steps, sidewalks, driveways. 30 years’ 
experience. 651-500-0980.

LICENSED PLUMBER available for your 
old home’s remodel and plumbing 
improvements. GC inquiries welcome. 
Paul, 651-263-3623. DannerPlumbing.
com

*BATHROOMS*
YoungCastle Bathrooms specializing 
in bathroom design, repair, creation 
and remodeling. Great savings! Call 
for free consultation. 651-257-4706; 
www.youngcastlebathrooms.com

EVERYTHING DRYWALL. Sheetrock, 
plaster, textures, skim coating 
and painting. Insured. David, 612- 
554-3028.

MASONRY REPAIR. Brick, foundation, 
stairs, sidewalks, tuckpointing, small 
concrete. Daniel, 612-804-6818.

YOUR LOCAL source for con-
crete work. Driveways, Sidewalks, 
Patios and More. Call 612-930-7071. 
NeighborhoodConcrete.com

MARK’S CONCRETE. Resurface base-
ment walls and exterior walls and 
floors. 763-607-3941.

HOME SERVICES    
BURTON’S RAIN Gutter Service. 
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired, in-
stalled. Since 1973. Insured, bonded. 
License #BC126373; 651-699-8900.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
PATES ROOFING. Finest in residential 
roofing. Local ref erences. License 
#RR155317. Insured. Member BBB. Call 
651-690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

KEVIN’S PAINTING/Repair. Wood 
frame, stucco, power washing, glaz-
ing, staining, cement work. Insured. 
651-699-2832.

PAINTING. WALLPAPER. Patch. Interior. 
Exterior. Small jobs wanted. Jim, 612-
202-5514.

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
PAINTING, WALL-PAPER HANGING, 
CEILING TEXTURING. MODERATE 
PRICES; FREE ESTIMATES. LICENSED, 
BOND ED,  INSURED.  MERRIAM 
PARK PAINTING. ED, 651-224-3660; 
“A NEIGHBOR YOU CAN TRUST.” 
MPPAINTING.COM

*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*
Kitchens, doors, windows, base-
ments. Additions, decks, fences, 
porches. Reasonable rates. Personal, 
professional, proficient. Free es-
timates. “Building Brocks”, 651- 
285-3237.

ALEXANDER’S PAINTING. High quality 
work at affordable rates. Full service 
interior/exterior. Free estimates. 651-
246-2869; www.painteral.com

STEVE’S PAINTING. Quality Interior/
Exterior; 30+ years; good references. 
651-207-2249. stevepaintsmsp@
gmail.com

CARPENTRY/SHEETROCK. Framing. 
Remodeling. Tile. Professional. 
Reasonable. Estimates. Frank, 651-
276-7094.

BILL’S PAINTING. 38 years’ experience; 
painting, wallpaper, staining, textur-
ing. Plaster repairs. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. Attention to detail. Call 
Bill, 612-790-1266.

CARPENTRY/REMODELING. Kitchen, 
Bath specialty. 25+ years’ excep-
tional experience. Licensed. Insured. 
Martin, 612-701-5394.

STAIRWAY BALUSTERS and column 
bases replicated plus other wood-
turning and woodworking. 612- 
940-7591 or theturningpointwood 
works.com

FOR SALE             
MYVILLAGER digital and print mem-
berships are for sale! Get your news-
paper delivered via the post office. 
Join us today! www.MyVillager.com

Roselawn Cemetery. Two side by side 
graves. $4,000. For sale call Linda, 
(651) 699-5603

1330 ST. CLAIR Avenue. 2 bedroom 
apartment. Clean, quiet building. No 
pets. $975/month. 651-698-0771.

PLANT SALES
VEGETABLES, FLOWERS, HERBS AND 
PLANTS! Having a sale this Spring? 
Advertise in the Villager’s special 
category! Ads are dirt cheap. 
Experience how it pays to blossom 
your sale for as little as $12 per issue. 
Call 651-699-1462 ext 10 or email 
WantAds@MyVillager.com

GARAGE/MOVING SALES
SPRING CLEANING means extra furni-
ture, housewares, electronics, cloth-
ing and toys. Open your garage door 
to sell it now! Advertise your sale for 
a minimum of $12 and then sit back 
and rake in the profits! 651-699-1462 
ext 10  or WantAds@MyVillager.com

FABULOUS ST. MARK’S RUMMAGE 
SALE! 4/22 to 4/24; Friday and 
Saturday, 9-4; Sunday 9-12 (Sunday: 
pay what you can). Corner of Dayton 
and Moore.

MOVING SALE Antiques, Vintage, fur-
niture, tools, seasonal, toys, crafts, 
yard equipment. Friday and Saturday, 
April 29 and 30, 8:00am - 5:00pm. 1731 
Berkeley Ave 55105.

BIBLE/BOOK REPAIR
40 YEARS’ experience, all kinds of 
books. Bookbinding by Steve. 
Highland Park area. 651-698-1477 for 
appointment or specialbindings.com

WANTED TO BUY
DIAMONDS, fine estate and antique 
jewelry. We know and appreciate the 
value of your jewelry. R. F. Moeller 
Jeweler, 2065 Ford Parkway, 651- 
698-6321. Certified Gemologist.

BEST PAYOUT! Old furniture, advertis-
ing, beer memorabilia, old clothing 
and more. 651-227-2469.

OLD RECORDS, LPs/45s, Rock, Jazz, 
Country, Soul, more. 651-224-4947.

CLASSIFIED & LEGAL ADS
Phone 651-699-1462

Email WantAds@MyVillager.com
Classified Categories, ad submission & more 

information at MyVillager.com
Classified ads are $1.20 per word, $12 minimum. 5% discount 
for prepayment of 7 issues. 10% discount for prepayment of 

13 issues. Legal notices are 60¢ per word.
All classifieds and legals are prepaid by cash, check or credit card. 

We do not accept any ads over the telephone.

Next Issue: April 27 . . . . . . . . . . . Deadline: April 20

Making new impressions daily 
with over 200,000 and growing.

Facebook.com/TheVillagerMN/

myvillager.com

651-699-1462 • 241 Cleveland Ave S Ste V • Saint Paul MN 55105-1208

Springs delayed…don’t delay Springs delayed…don’t delay 
your home improvementyour home improvement
project by placing your adproject by placing your ad
in the upcoming issuesin the upcoming issues
April 27 or May 11.April 27 or May 11.

651-699-1462      gball@myvillager.com
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
HELP WANTED

EXPERIENCED HOUSEKEEPER wanted 
for Senior Housing Cooperative. 
Duties include cleaning private 
apartments and common areas to 
ensure that cleanliness, safety and 
sanitizing is maintained. Candidate 
must be able to operate commercial 
cleaning equipment. Other responsi-
bilities include interacting with team 
members, resident members and 
visitors in a friendly professional 
manner. This 40 hour/week position 
is benefit eligible, including PTO, 
medical & dental, free parking and a 
comfortable working environment. 
This is a Monday-Friday position. 
Hiring contingent on providing proof 
of full Covid vaccination & passing a 
background check. Email rob-
lillesve77@becketwood.com or con-
tact Robin @ 612-746-1006 or go to 
Becketwood Cooperative, 4300 West 
River Parkway South, Minneapolis to 
fill out an application.

This newspaper will not knowingly 
 accept any advertising which is in 
violation of the law. No attention to 
race, color, religion, sex, sexual ori-
entation, gender identity, national 
origin, veteran or disability status 
will be allowed. Equal employment 
opportunity.

AGE 55+ WORKERS needed for PT light 
custodial work at the Fort Snelling 
State Park. Contact Green View at 651-
639-1913.

SMALL DOG WALKER NEEDED. 
Experienced, dependable and reli-
able dog walker needed for daily 
walks twice a day. Highland Park area, 
West 7th Street area. Start today! Call 
Joanne, 651-398-3753.  Wanted im-
mediately.

ENTERTAINMENT
SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular songs 
from across the decades; weddings, 
private parties; listen at www.john
mischke.com. Call 651-647-0659.

MUSIC INSTRUCTION
PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana University. 
Lawrence Wilson, 651-699-0812.

GUITAR/UKULELE Lessons. Suzuki/
Traditional. Classical/Popular. All 
Ages. In-person/online lessons avail-
able. Gene Swanson, 651-269-6983.

PIANO LESSONS in my cozy home. 
Great, experienced, encouraging 
teacher. 651-387-0099.

PIANO TUNING/ REPAIR
GAVINPIANO.COM. Registered piano 
tuner/technician. See website for 
coupon. 651-644-3111.

TIME TO Tune? Sticky Keys? Excellent 
Service. Call/Text Torger, 651-
230-0193.

TUNING SPECIAL $75. Evening and 
weekend appointments available. 
Outstanding service and experience 
since 2005. Jim Gardner, 612 327-6698.

HELP WANTED
This newspaper will not knowingly 
 accept any advertising which is in vio-
lation of the law. No attention to race, 
color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, national origin, vet-
eran or disability status will be al-
lowed. Equal employment opportunity.

PART-TIME MAINTENANCE/Custodial 
help needed for Condominium build-
ing in Highland Park. Call for more 
details, 651-690-3400.

Fabulous Customer Reviews!
Experts specializing in…

Patching Window/Stucco Repairs Stone—New & Repair
New Stucco Re-Stucco Sandblasting

BUILDING THE FUTURE —
RESTORING THE PAST

Aaron Cole

Lance SmithSMITHCOLE.COM

TM

www.landscapesbyscott.com

Scott Solomonson’s cell:
   612.868.7787

Replace Your
Storm Windows

651-497-9891

Exterior/Interior
Home Painting

Exterior Home Painting • Wall & Ceiling Repair
Spray Texture • Fine Enameling • Home Repairs

651-497-9891

HigHland Park
 P A I N T E R S

Nilles
Builders, Inc.

525 Ohio St.
• Additions
• Roofing
• Siding
• Remodeling
• Concrete
• Garages

 222-8701

MN Lic.
#4690

6
5
1

www.nillesbuilders.com

Plaster Repair • Drywall Taping
Texture Ceilings • Painting

612-272-3697
Insured  Specializing since 1992  Free Estimates

B

, LLC.

W

MN. State License 20538538

Borden
Window

We turn old drafty windows into energy
efficient tilt-in windows—for less!

651-338-7163
bordenwindow.com

Window Restoration &
Weather Stripping

VISIONS TREE SERVICE
24 Hour Emergency Storm Service
                      Expert Climbers • Professional Service

                        Tree Trimming & Removal • Stump Removal

 651-464-3317
  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

LOCALLY OWNED
& OPERATED

Residential
Commercial
FREE ESTIMATES

      HYDEAND
     HARMSEN
 C O N S T R U C T I O N

Rotten Wood?

Window sills, casings & trim
replaced, storm windows

Andy  651-698-3156
www.harmsenoberg.com

MERRIAM PARK
PAINTING
• Interior-Exterior Painting
• Ceiling Texturing
• Wallpapering
Call Ed, 651224-3660
www.mppainting.com

Lic.
Bond.
Ins.

Free
Estimates

ConCrete & 
Masonry

new, repair & replace
step repair

Bobcat • Dump Truck
Demolition • Landscaping

Gary 651-423-6666

HageConcrete.com

• 30 Years Exp. 

651-436-8975651-436-8975
Free Estimates/Licensed & Insured
                                       MN License #BC515019

ROOFINGROOFING
Sullivan Construction Sullivan Construction 

CompanyCompany
  • Best Price  • Best Price
  • Best Workmanship  • Best Workmanship
  • Best Materials  • Best Materials

651-699-1462
Call for details

(some restrictions apply)

We NoW ACCept

Legal
Notices!

Chad Arneson

Rating

Stump Grinding &
Ash Tree Injection
 ISA Certified Arborist
Dave  651 492 5216

PLUMBING • REPAIR • REMODELING

All Star-Blue
    Star & Rounded reverse red

Master Plumber
Serving Highland Since 1984

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Free Estimates • 1 yr. warranty

Cell (612) 865-2369
~ No overtime charges ~
Angie’s Preferred List

Jack Stodola       MN #003414 PM

Landscape Design
Stone Masonry

Fencing
Patios & Walls

612-618-7033
DotyHardscapes.com

dotyhardscapes@gmail.com

Total Lawn Maintenance
Landscaping Projects
Shrub Maintenance

kernlawnservice.com
In business since 1984

Major Credit Cards aCCepted
651.207.5396

LAWN SERVICE

LANdSCApINg

RUG
CLEANING

Free pick up & delivery
Ask about our

Pet Urine Removal Treatment
Cleaned with non-toxic products

NatureWise ChemDry
651-341-0933 Text or Call

naturewisechemdry.com
West 7th ~ Locally Owned

YOUR LOCAL
WINDOW

REPLACEMENT
EXPERTS

Register Now for our
Quarterly Window Webinar

❖
 C

H
I L

E

EN  PA I N

T
I N

G
❖

Serving Lakes Area Since
 1

95
2

Chileen
Painting

   greg@chileen.com      

612-850-0325

• Interior Painting   • Exterior Painting
• Wood Finishing   • Water Damage Repair

• Patching   • Enameling   • Insurance Claims
Don’t miss our
Home Improvement
section starting
on page 10!
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
FOR RENT - ROOMS

ROOM FOR rent. Highland Park. 
Available now. $600. Fred, 701-
260-9969 or 651-202-3070.

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the un-
dersigned, desiring to engage in busi-
ness under the fictitious name of 
Winterson Hoyas located at 401 Sibley 
St. #317, in the City of Saint Paul, 
Ramsey County, Minnesota 55101. 
Evelyn Winterson intends to register 
the said name with the Office of the 
Minnesota Secretary of State. 

FOR RENT - RESIDENTIAL
All real estate or rental advertising in 
this newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act. This newspaper will not 
knowingly  accept any advertising 
which is in violation of the law. Equal 
housing opportunity.

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM Apartment 
Homes available in the Highland 
Park and Crocus Hill areas. Call 
651-698-6111 today for rental in-
formation on several communities 
professionally managed by Mid 
Continent Management Corp. 

ROOMMATE WANTED
ROOMMATE WANTED. 2-bedroom, 
2-bath, furnished. Washer/dryer in 
unit. Pool/exercise room controlled 
entry/bbq pits/jacuzzi/fireplace. No 
smoking, pet friendly. Rent $750 per 
month. Located: River Crossing 
Apartments, 1730 Graham Avenue 
West. Contact Joanne; 651-398-3753.

Lic. #RR155317Licensed • Bonded • Insured
PatesRoofing.com

Serving the Community and
Metro area for over 25 years

Finest in Residential Roofing

651-690-3956

  Weaver Electric
Residential and Commercial Wiring

Low Rates  - Immediate Response  - Troubleshooting
 Office: 651 644-6551 Mobile: 612 599-7353

Licensed Master Electrician Over 30 Years Experience

SpieSS
    lumbingi

Repair • Remodeling
RPZ Testing & Water Heaters

Scott Spiess
651-248-3853

Lic. • Bonded • Insured    Lic.# 059373-pm

ROOFING
     NILLES

        Builders, Inc.                 651 222-8701
   Full Warranty   MN Lic. #4690

www.nillesbuilders.com

Mike

Mohs
ConstruCtion

3 Generations of Craftsmanship ★ Since 1963
www.mikemohsconstruction.com

Call Scott Mohs   612-701-2209

Roofing – All Types • Flat Roofing – Rubber or Tin
Windows & Skylights • Decks & Porches

Siding & Exterior Wood • Gutters
                                                                                                              MN Lic. BC005456

BBB®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Honesty & Integrity for 50 Years

Steigauf Brothers
~ Since 1980 ~  COMPLETE

Landscaping, Lawn
& snow pLowing services

residential & commercial

Mark steigauf   651-698-0395

Local, Trusted Service for 30 Years

  KELLY
                           PLUMBING &
                          HEATING INC.

 651-699-1232
1932 St. Clair Ave. Lic. #3575M8

For All Your Plumbing Needs…

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

8-Time Super Service Award Winner
www.earlsfloorsanding.com

Sanding    Install    Refinishing
Repair    Maintenance

F loor  Sanding

(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140 
www.PaintingByJerryWind.com

FREE ESTIMATES

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Wallpaper Stripping/
    Skim Coating
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing
• Plaster/Sheetrock Repair

ExteriorsbyDesignExteriorsbyDesign

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Interior & Exterior

• Free Estimates • References

                  Call Jesse 651-206-2454
#BC738852 ExteriorsByDesignLLC.com

Helping your home since 1977.

525 Ohio Street
St. Paul, MN 55107
651-222-8701 #EA761612

INSURED•BONDED•LICENSED nillesbuilders.com

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
& RENOVATIONS

• Additions
• Roofi ng
• Siding

• Remodeling
• Concrete
• Garages

ROGERS MaSOnRy
651224-6985

www.Rogers–Masonry.com
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

• Stone Foundation Repair
• Brick/Stone Building Restoration

All Repair/Restoration done to Heritage
Preservation Commission (HPC) specifications

Chimney RepaiR
& TuCkpoinTing

Landscape

jeffmenard.mn@gmail.com
651•436•6568

Jeff Menard

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Drainage Problems?
Retaining Walls

patios – steps – Walks
      

• Trimming  • Removals  • Stumps
651  699-7022 ( C ) 612 414-9241   rogertree.com

Roger’s
Tree

Service

ASH TREATMENTS “ Infuse it or LOSE it”

Your Neighborhood Tree Service Since 1974

Certified Arborist

ABEL’S CONCRETE

CELL: 651263-6572
FREE ESTIMATES

New & Repair • Foundation Repair
Brick • Tuckpointing • Concrete
Chimney Repair • Glass Block
Windows • Sidewalks & Steps

Remodeling • Painting • Roofing

LICENSED
INSURED

24 HR EmERgEncy SERvicE
Tree Removal/Tree & 

Shrub Pruning & More
★ ★ 32 Years Exp ★ ★ 651.690.3200

allseasonstreemn.com

ALL SEASONSALL SEASONSALL SEASONS
T R E E  S E R V I C E

ALL SEASONSALL SEASONS
T R E E  S E R V I C E
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Burton’s Rain
Gutter Service

 • Clean • Repair • Install
  www.burtonsraingutter.com
Licensed • Bonded • Insured                

Burton R. Johnson    
1864 Grand Ave. MN ID#BC126373 

Serving area since 1973

651699-8900

 

 

  

Find us online at

MCQBRos.CoM
MinneaPolis & st. Paul

612.888.8207

WHOLE HOME
CLIMATE CONTROL

FREE SECOND OPINION • ESTIMATE MATCH
Call 612.888.8207 todaY!

HELP WANTED
Get paid to exercise!
Newspaper delivery people for both employee

and independent contractor positions.
Weekday and weekend routes available.

No early morning delivery.

CONTACT Kyle Stone at 651-487-1328
Independent Delivery Service

440 West Minnehaha Ave., St. Paul, MN 55103

Quality brush &
stump removal
• Small Tree Removal  • Tree Prunning
• Hedge/Shrub Removal & Trimming

                   612-369-1987No Job too Small  
Call Mike Arborist

A T I M E R

A N D S C A P I N G

Custom design
installation

• Paver patios, sidewalks
& driveways

• Natural stone, or
block walls & stairs

• Privacy or ornamental fencing  • Shrub & tree planting
• Grading & Sodding

Call or email George for a FREE consultation & estimate at:
651.983.5969   LatimerLandscapingMN.com

™

LOCKSMITH
Fast Mobile Service

                           716 So. Cleveland
               651690-4443

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

PR
OFESSIONAL 

LOCKSMITHS 

Babcock & Son
S E C U R I T Y  C O R P O R AT I O N

Peter Wilson DryWall
& Plaster rePair

95% Dust-Free 
Vacuum Sanding!

651-246-4758
Peterwilsondrywall.com

Since 1986N M
Roof

RepaiRs
Save Thousands

Over Replacement!
Complete Roofing Services

Since 1972

VB, inc.
Vern Buckman

612-599-8200 cell
651-731-1291 office

Lic.#20216197

InterConnect
Landscaping LLC

Family Owned

651-925-7356
No project too small.
• Lawn care   • Snow removal

• All landscaping projects
• Junk removal

interconnectlandscaping.com

ConCrete
Sidewalks & Steps

glass bloCk
windows

(Good for basements, etc.)
BRICK, BLOCK

& stuCCO RepaIR
Over 25 yrs. Experience

Lic • Bonded • Ins
Call Mark Larson
651-642-5090

New CoNstruCtioN 
decks, doors, porches,

restoration & more

JL
OF

serViCes

651-276-8233

Remodel
Renovate
RestoRe

At Your Service
The Handyman Service

651-274-2547  651-263-5122
Winter • Spring
Summer • Fall

We Do it ALL • Give us a CALL
All Concrete Replaced or Repaired

Floyd Anderson
Concrete Construction
Steps, sidewalks, driveways, patios,

exposed aggregate patios, blockwork,
patching basement & garage floors.
Call 651644-8567

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

Facebook.com/MyVillager/

Join the more than

7,000
people who follow

on Facebook.



    

coldwellbankerhomes.com

Crocus Hill 821 Grand Ave. 
651-227-9144

Highland Park 1991 Ford Pkwy. 
651-698-2481

     

PAMPERED PERFECTION!    
Truly captivating 3BR/2BA classic just steps 
to the river, with original integrity of design 
combined with updated beauty. Fireplace, 
hardwood, sparkling sunroom, 
formal dining, dream kitchen with 
breakfast room. 2093 Niles Ave.
*click on www.teamedelstein.com  

HENRY EDELSTEIN CRS
651-270-1667

CAREFREE LIVING!    
Open and bright 2BR/3BA main floor unit offers 
a spacious living room, handsome family room 
with wet bar & fireplace. Updated kitchen with 
granite, holiday-sized dining room. 
Inviting porch, 2 garage stalls+. 
1585 Dodd Rd-Unit #103. *click 
on www.teamedelstein.com  

HENRY EDELSTEIN CRS
651-270-1667

EXCITING URBAN LIFESTYLE!    
Discover this beautiful corner unit at Gallery Tower, 
boasting comfort, convenience, and amazing views 
of the city! Open floorplan for elegant entertaining, 
and great amenities including fit-
ness center, community room, gar-
den patio. 26-10th St-Unit #702.
*click on www.teamedelstein.com  

HENRY EDELSTEIN CRS
651-270-1667

800 HAVENVIEW COURT
Sun-drenched 5 bedroom, 4 bath Colonial located 
on beautiful pond setting in Mendota Heights. 
Attached 3 car garage. Lower level walkout with 5th 
bedroom. Four bedrooms on one level. Meticulously 
cared for by original owner. Rare opportunity. 

13040 CROLLY PATH, ROSEMOUNT
Gorgeously updated and spacious Rosemount 
two Story home in highly sought after district 196. 
The home is situated on the end of a private cul 
de sac and shows off over 5,300 
square feet with 5 bedrooms, 
and 5 bathrooms with TONS of 
updates.

MIKE DISTAD
612-275-1343 • $725,000

LOLLY MCNEELY SALMEN
612-810-4138

MORAGHAN DeROSIA
952-486-3697

$699,900 

1970 IGLEHART AVENUE
Charming Merriam Park home with beautiful gardens 
well loved by long time owners.  Large front porch 
with lots of natural light–charming details through-
out–updated kitchen w/island & 
butlers pantry–sunroom off kitchen 
w/gas stove which overlooks private 
backyard w/gardens and patio area.    

        KAREN KELJIK CRS
612-414-3245

EXECUTIVE BUILT 2 STORY!   
Two story great room, along with main floor study 
shows off the incredible detailed cherry woodwork. 
Custom gourmet kitchen with informal dining room 
and the screened porch with deck 
out to the in-ground swimming 
pool is perfect for entertaining.
www.HomeWithThePool.com

KRISTA WOLTER
 612-247-5106 • $1,495,000

TWO STORY CHARMER!   
Enjoy this custom built home in the Harbor Place 
neighborhood. This 5BR, 4 bath home features 4 
bedrooms up with a large master suite, updated 
white kitchen with Quartz counter-
tops, maple woodwork throughout 
and a spacious deck with hot tub.
www.KristaWolter.com

KRISTA WOLTER
 612-247-5106 • $785,000

ONE OWNER HOME!   
This one owner, two-story home features a spa-
cious floor plan w/main floor family room w/wood 
burning FP. Kitchen has white cabinetry, gran-
ite countertops & hrdwd flooring. 
Large deck off the 3 season porch 
is perfect for outdoor entertaining.
www.TwoStoryCharmer.com

KRISTA WOLTER
 612-247-5106 • $525,000

CONDO LIVING ON GRAND AVE!   
Enjoy main floor living at its best with hrdwd flooring, 
2-sided gas FP, west & south facing deck & main 
floor sunroom/den. The gourmet kitchen has a stand 
alone Miele wall oven w/separate 
gas cooktop above it, a warming 
drawer and custom cabinetry.
www.SaintPaulCondo.com

KRISTA WOLTER
 612-247-5106 • $525,000

WEST SEVENTH CHARMER!   
Updated from top-to-bottom w/hrdwd flrs, wd-burning 
stove, & charm galore. 1BR/1BA + handy alcove great for 
office, den, or nursery. Vibrant West 7th neighborhood – 
just a few blocks to parks, restaurants, & shops. 798 Juno 
Ave. www.wahlbergtoohey.com
MICHAELA TOOHEY 
PHILIP WAHLBERG 
651-336-2410
$215,000

PHILIP M. WAHLBERG
651-336-2410

MORAGHAN DeROSIA
952-486-3697

PETER DONOVAN
651-336-8050

TOM EDELSTEIN, CRS
HENRY EDELSTEIN, CRS

651-695-4300

KATHRYN KENNEDY
612-558-6488

LOLLY MCNEELY
SALMEN

612-810-4138

JOE UEBEL
651-341-3599

JIM SEABOLD
651-276-8555

ROBBIE GROSSMAN
651-434-7887

MICHAELA TOOHEY
651-253-6830

KRISTA WOLTER
612-247-5106

TOM & MIKE DISTAD
612-275-1343

SUE JOHNSON
GOOD COMPANY
651-329-1264

BRIAN WAGNER, M.ED.
651-497-4387

ANITA C. HILL
651-707-6408

DEB SOUCHERAY
651-263-0552

JIM BURTON
651-690-8556

KAREN KELJIK
612-414-3245

SARAH KINNEY
MATCHMAKER
651-231-2211

MARY KNUDSEN
651-335-6619

DAVID NOYES, JR.
651-233-0748

CASSANDRA AND ROBERT 
YARBROUGH

651-808-1065

NANCY BERGER
651-236-0636

1941 FORD PARKWAY #208!    
Well-maintained 2BR/2BA unit at Parkway Commons, 
55+ condo community in the heart of walkable Highland 
Village. Quiet back of building location, private deck, hard 
surface flrng, owners’ suite w/
walk-in closet, 2 parking spaces.

FRAN & BARB DAVIS/
JONNA KOSALKO
612-695-3136  $325,000

ALL AMERICAN HOME!    
Exquisite 4BR/3BA is brimming with updates, 
nestled in a magical Eagan setting! Main floor 
family room & laundry, gorgeous kitchen, beautiful 
all-season porch with vaulted ceil-
ing. Newer flooring, roof, siding, 
deck! 1466 Rocky Lane. *click on 
www.teamedelstein.com

TOM EDELSTEIN CRS, ABR
651-695-4300

FREE HOME SELLER SEMINARS!! 
Is now the time to begin thinking about 
selling your home? Attend a one hour 
seminar. No obligation or pressure! 
Tuesday April 19 7-8pm, or 
Saturday April 23 9am. Call 
or email for more information!
suejohnson@cbburnet.com

SUE JOHNSON CRS, GRI
651-329-1264

HIGHLAND PARK CONDO!   
This is a rare opportunity for 3BR, 2BA corner unit!  
Glen Terrace is in a tuckaway location, yet centrally 
located w/easy access to airport. Nature views from 
private deck, heated underground 
parking, in unit laundry. Lots of 
storage too! 1111 Elway #509.
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

SUE JOHNSON CRS, GRI
651-329-1264 • $229,900
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