
Everyone safe despite
tardy fire alarms, 
questionable sprinklers

By Jeff Baham
Special to the Times

S
an Jose’s Home Depot #0622,
located across the street from
Oakridge Mall, was quickly

destroyed in a massive five‐alarm
fire last Saturday afternoon, mov‐
ing from an employee’s verbal
instructions to evacuate to the ceil‐
ing falling down in flames within
the space of minutes.

“I was just shopping for paint,
looking at color samples, and with‐
in five minutes, the whole place was
covered in smoke,” said Julia Locus,
a San Jose resident who was in the

Home Depot when it caught on fire
at approximately 5:27 p.m. on April
9. “We dropped everything and

walked out, but it really didn’t hit
me how serious this was until we

See FIRE, page 8
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San Jose sees
record in permits
for backyard
homes
SEE PAGE 4

Local wineries:
Cut flower roses 
to grapevines – 
Solis Winery
SEE PAGE 15

‘Think bigger’
Cortese’s climate restoration bill

clears first hurdle: “We must shift
the conversation” – SEE PAGE 12

Almaden Valley
resident Kitty
Monahan to
receive Lifetime
Achievement
Award from SCCPA
Saturday, May 21st is an 
awards night you can
attend; don’t miss out! 
18 years and younger 
get in free! Buy tickets,
sponsor, and or donate
using website below

A
lmaden resident Kitty
Monahan (pictured)
will receive the Preser‐

vation Lifetime Achievement
Award by the newly formed
Santa Clara County Preserva‐
tion Alliance (SCCPA) on May
21 at History San Jose Park.
You can buy tickets to attend
this wonderful event!

The Lifetime Achievement
Award will be presented to
Monahan during the SCCPA’s
recognition of Preservation
Month. At the award ceremo‐
ny, Monahan, who recently
stepped down as president of
the New Almaden Quicksilver
County Park Association, will
be recognized for dedication to
preservation for many years
at the awards ceremony. 

In recognition of 2022
National Preservation Month,
the Santa Clara County 

See PRESERVATION, page 10

SEE OUR LISTINGS OF LOCAL REALTORS, CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING AND HOME IMPROVEMENT ADVERTISEMENTS INSIDE THE BACK COVER

EYEWITNESS TO AN INFERNO

Local Home Depot destroyed
in massive five-alarm fire

Balls of fire could be seen shooting into the sky amidst towers of billowing black smoke at 5:45 p.m., just 18 minutes after the
fire was noticed burning in the Blossom Hill Road Home Depot on April 9. No one was injured in the blaze. Photo by Jeff Baham

A customer calls 911 and an employee takes stock of the rapidly escalating situta-
tion at 5:32 p.m., approximately five minutes after customers were first alerted to
leave the premises by cashiers and crew members. At the time of this photo, no fire
alarms had yet begun to sound on the property. Photo by Julia Locus

The massive 85-ton oscillating radar
sail covered a 250-mile range. 
Photo courtesy of Basim Jaber

Almaden Air Force
Stations radar
tower has been
saved for future
generations

By Lorraine Gabbert
Senior Staff Writer

A
fter a decade‐long effort,
the radar tower atop
Mount Umunhum has

been restored, preserving a
piece of history. 

The Umunhum Conservan‐
cy, Midpeninsula Regional
Open Space District and Santa
Clara County Board of Super‐
visors contributed to saving the
historic structure from the for‐
mer Almaden Air Force Station,
an early warning site whose
mission was to detect Russian
bombers during the Cold War.
Today, the 84.5‐foot‐tall con‐
crete building serves as a land‐
mark, pointing the way home
for South San Jose residents.

Sam Drake, cofounder of the
Umunhum Conservancy, said
at an April 2 ribbon cutting cel‐
ebration marking the comple‐
tion of the restoration that he
never imagined it would get to
this stage. 

See UMUNHUM, page 11
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The Swan has been the #1 Agent in Almaden Valley each year for the last 13 years as measured by Dollars per Agent Per Year. And 
2021 was no exception. She is the only Almaden Valley specialist to have been nationally ranked and recognized twice by The Wall 
Street Journal/RealTrends for being in the Top 250 Agents in the US. Additionally, Swan is consistently among the Top 100 Agents in 
the SF Bay Area.

If you are thinking of selling your home, now is the time to start planning. Call me as soon as possible.

Therese Swan
408.656.8240  
tswan@tswan.com
AlmadenValleyRealEstate.com
DRE 01355719

Unbridled elegance in this architectural masterpiece with private driveway and wooded views. This stunning custom estate showcases an open 

More Photos and Full Video Available at AlmadenValleyRealEstate.com

21290  
CINNABAR  HILLS  ROAD
Almaden Valley

$3,950,000 
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K
enneth Cavers (right) of
Almaden Valley has been
named to the Milwaukee

School of Engineering's Honors
List for the 2022 Winter Quarter. 

Cavers is pursuing a Bachelor of
Science in Mechanical Engineer‐
ing. 

Carvers is a member of the MSOE
Club Hockey Team. 

Undergraduate students who
have earned a GPA of 3.20 or high‐
er (out of 4.0) for this quarter are
on the Honors List.

Milwaukee School of Engineer‐
ing (www.msoe.edu) is the uni‐
versity of choice for those seeking
an inclusive community of expe‐
riential learners driven to solve
the complex challenges of today
and tomorrow. The independent,
non‐profit university has about
2,700 students and was founded
in 1903. MSOE offers bachelor’s
and master’s degrees in engi‐
neering, business and nursing. 

Reader moved 
by recent story

Dear Editor,
God Bless you Kevin! 
What a profound article you

have written about this elderly
lady living on Bus Bench, which
touches directly the core of the
human soul.

Humanity is thankful to you for
observing realizing and respect‐
ing the details which are very often
overlooked by others while they
are racing to reach somewhere or
trying to connect to those via social
media who are away but same time
are missing to be in
the present moment
in which life is hap‐
pening.

This story is very,
very inspiring! How
an elderly lady with
no possessions and
no shelter is happy
whereas so called
outwardly success‐
ful ones, living in
nice houses, with
endless choices to
cater their senses
are going through
Depression/Anxiety
and with many
other mental health
issues.

There is a clearly
transgression of some
spiritual laws which

belong to humanity and not to any
one religion. In the name of pri‐
vacy humans have built walls
around themselves. We must
embrace all living beings in our
love with a great reverence to Life.
This elderly lady deserves a much
better life and blessed are those
who are making an effort to make
this happen.

Neerja Sharma
San Jose 
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LETTER
TO THE
EDITOR ValleyCurrents

cur|rent (adj.) Present, topical, timely, newsworthy. (n.) Movement in a definite direction, a flow.

Kenneth Cavers of Almaden Valley named
to MSOE Honors List for Winter Quarter ‘22

Someone commandeered a Starbucks umbrella
so the sprinklers wouldn't hit the back of the lady
living on the bench at night.

By Jana Kadah
Article courtesy of 
San José Spotlight

S
an Jose residents are building
mini homes in their backyards
and bringing families close

together.
Despite economic hardships

related to COVID‐19 and supply
chain delays, 2021 broke records
for residents who want to add
another home on their property. Per‐
mit requests for accessory dwelling
units (ADU) reached 804, with 464
permits issued last year. The hot
pace is continuing through the first
quarter of 2022, with 215 permits
requested and 153 granted.

The primary reasons are twofold.
Residents want to live near family
members or have rental income,
said city officials and ADU builders.
It is also a relatively quick and
affordable option for additional
housing. Although prices and time‐
lines vary depending on supplies
and size, the average cost is around
$300,000 and takes one to two
years to complete.

San Jose has been issuing ADU
permits since 2015, but the num‐
bers ramped up in 2019 when the
city launched its ADU permit pro‐
gram. The program is led by an
“ADU Ally” who guides residents
through the application process.
“It’s a very, very popular project to
submit and apply for because of the
autonomy you have,” said Sarah
Shull, the city’s ADU Ally, noting
anecdotally most applicants want‐
ed an additional space for family.

San Jose has built a few hundred
below‐market homes since 2018,
but is still far short of its goal to
build 25,000 units—10,000 afford‐
able—by 2023. It would’ve need‐
ed to build 5,000 units since 2017,
but has only averaged 2,400.

San Jose resident Flora Moreno
de Thompson initially built an ADU

in her home in the Hensley neigh‐
borhood in anticipation of her par‐
ents living there. While she waits
for them to retire, she has rented
the ADU out to a college student
and on Airbnb, hosted family and
friends and used it as a home office.

“Economically speaking we’re
getting a really good value for the
space,” de Thompson told San José
Spotlight. “I have no regrets. It was
a really easy, painless process.”

A partial housing solution
In 2020, ADU applications near‐

ly doubled from the previous year
when the state passed legislation
that closed loopholes and simpli‐
fied the process, said John Geary,
CEO and co‐founder of ADU con‐
struction company Abodu.  Geary
and Shull emphasized it’s not just
a bonus for local homeowners, but
also an important tool to increase
housing in San Jose.

“At its core, I really hope ADUs
are on a path toward leveling out
housing affordability,” Geary said.
“The data isn’t there yet to show a
significant impact, but it helps bring
the numbers up. More housing
means more affordability.”

Geary started developing ADUs
in San Jose before expanding to all
of California and Washington. He
said San Jose is a leader in ADU
development, not only in shear
numbers, but also in the city’s per‐
mitting process. The pre‐approved
vendors program lists specific com‐
panies residents can hire, which
expedites approvals. He also point‐
ed to the city’s website that breaks
down the process into simple steps.

“In other cities, these permits can
take months. In San Jose, a pre‐
approved vendor can get it
approved in a day,” Geary told San
José Spotlight.  Geary said San Jose
does have fairly high permitting
fees, averaging $5,000, despite
relaxed permitting restrictions over

the past few years, such as provid‐
ing short‐term 0% interest loans.

“San Jose is still the one that our
team looks to as a model jurisdic‐
tion,” Geary said. “It’s the (city) that
is getting it done right and gets it
done fast with homeowners in
mind.”

Rush to build
District 6, which houses Willow

Glen, has been one of the most active
areas for ADU applications. In 2021,
the district received 159 applica‐
tions with 97 approved. This year,
it has received 34 applications and
30 have already been approved.

Councilmember Dev Davis, who
represents District 6, said this is
largely because the lots are bigger
and because it’s a desirable place
to live.  “Many families are part of
the sandwich generation, where
they’re taking care of older family
members or (providing) inde‐
pendent space for their kids,” Davis
told San José Spotlight. “It strikes a
great balance, as opposed to SB 9,
which floods a neighborhood with
three times as many people.”

She said ADUs are a much better
option than state Senate Bill 9,
which allows homeowners to split
their properties to develop more
housing.  SB 9 has been off to a slow
start with no local applications sub‐
mitted as of February. Geary said
that is likely to change in the next
few years as the state and local gov‐
ernments improve policies and
practices.

“ADUs didn’t take off until 2020
when the state did a cleanup bill,”
Geary said. “We’re in that same
stage with SB 9 right now. The gen‐
eral framework is really strong and
important, but jurisdictions are
finding ways to make it very chal‐
lenging to utilize it. So over the next
two, three years here, we’re gonna
see some of those challenges be
cleaned up at the state level.”

A backyard home, or accessory dwelling unit, in San Jose's Hensley neighborhood. Photo courtesy of Flora Moreno de Thompson.

San Jose sees record in permits for backyard homes
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mitted group of women who enjoy having fun while giving back to our community. We 
come together to volunteer as a group, to socialize with walks and fun activities and to 
put on annual community events, raising funds for local area non-profit organizations. 

 

Join our community of involved women!   

If you live in the San Jose area and are 
interested in learning more about us, 
please visit our website: https://
www.almadenwomen.org 
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Bay Area Women Leaders
Honored at YWCA Golden
Gate Silicon Valley 38th
Annual Tribute to
Women Awards

YWCA Golden Gate Silicon Valley will
honor the outstanding women leaders at the
38th Annual Tribute to Women Awards,
presented by Cisco. 

More than 40 executive and emerging
woman leaders from throughout the Bay
Area will be recognized during a virtual event
Thursday, May 12, 2022, 6:00 –  7:00 p.m.
Registration to the event is free at bit.ly/Trib‐
uteAwards22 and viewers can join from any‐
where.

The Awards recognize the achievements
of women who have excelled in their fields
and have made significant contributions to
the Bay Area through their dedication and
leadership. “Although every Tribute to
Women Awards program is special, we feel
especially proud to honor this year’s Hon‐
orees,” said Adriana Caldera Boroffice, CEO,
YWCA Golden Gate Silicon Valley. “We know
that women have borne the brunt of nega‐
tive career impacts over the course of the
pandemic, so to have the opportunity to shine
a light on 43 women leaders across the Bay
Area is truly exciting—not to mention this
year’s group of Honorees include many
women who have made significant impacts
in local COVID response efforts.”

To date more than 1,500 women have been
recognized through the Tribute to Women
Awards for their outstanding achievements
in the workplace and beyond.

A complete list of the 2022 Tribute to
Women Awards Honorees is available at
bit.ly/TributeAwards22.

Report: 2022's Best and
Worst States for Teachers

Since COVID‐19 hit, teachers in America
are now burnt out due to the recent teacher
shortages in our country’s public school sys‐
tem; 55% of them say they’re ready to leave
the profession earlier than they planned.

After conducting
an in‐depth analysis,
the scholarship web‐
site Scholaroo has
released its 2022's
Best and Worst
States for Teachers.
This study is pertinently important as its one
of the first to dissect which states favor or
discourage educators in a post‐pandemic
world.

Based on the analysis of 42 metrics organ‐
ized into 5 key indicators — Career Acces‐
sibility, Salary & Compensation, Work Ben‐
efits, Work Environment, and Student Per‐
formance — the 2022 Rankings showed that
California ranks #21 in the nation.

2022 Best States for Teachers: Califor‑
nia Rankings 

#21: Overall
#2: Salary & Compensation
#30: Work Benefits
#36: Student Performance
#38: Work Environment
#44: Career Accessibility

For the complete 2022 rankings and
methodology, please visit: www.schola‐
roo.com/best‐states‐for‐teachers

California labeled the 
best state for camping

With fresh air, nature’s music, and fire‐
roasted food, few things are more relaxing
than a camping trip with your favorite folks.

But where you pitch your tent (or park
your RV) can make or break your night
under the stars.

To mark the start of camping season, Lawn
Love ranked 2022’s Best States for Camping
based on 17 key factors.

How does California stack up? 
California's Rank in Some Key Metrics (1

= Best)
• Number of Campsites ‐ 1st
• Variety of Campsite Activities ‐ 1st
• Average RV Rental Cost ‐ 13th
• Number of Campsites with Water ‐ 1st

• Number of Camping Supply Stores ‐ 2nd
• Phone Coverage ‐ 44th
Our full ranking and analysis can be found

here: https://lawnlove.com/blog/best‐
states‐camping/ 
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Fire
Continued from page 1
turned around and looked back inside once we
were out. Fire was falling from the ceiling, and
then I knew we’ve got to get out of here.”

The fire quickly made national and interna‐
tional news reports, partly because weather
satellites were able to detect the fire’s intense
heat signature from outer space.

“What used to be aisles of products are now
just a field of debris and ash,” said newscaster
Terry McSweeney on an NBC affiliate news‐
cast about the event. “The roof collapsed.”

Fire alarm didn’t sound immediately
Though all customers and employees were

evacuated from the building safely, no fire
alarms sounded until well after the ceiling was
falling apart in flames, and both customers and employees
report no sprinklers were observed to activate, though the
San Jose Fire Department reports that the store did have
sprinklers which “appeared to work,” according to an NBC
news report. But witnesses report otherwise.

“I never saw any sprinklers while the fire was spreading,”
Locus reports. “The first audible fire alarms didn’t sound
until parts of the ceiling were crashing down in flames.”

Employee: Sprinklers didn’t work
“I’m an associate with the Blossom Hill store, and the

sprinklers never went off,” said Twitter user @OfficalWild‐
Wolf, who represented themself online as an employee work‐
ing during the blaze. “The fire started in aisle 47 where the
insulation is. We’re not sure how the insulation caught on
fire.”

According to the San Jose Fire Department, the five‐alarm
fire seemed to start in the lumber section of the store, though
their investigation is ongoing and it is unclear how they
made the determination of origin within hours of the start
of the fire, before investigators could enter the property. No
suspicious origins are suspected as of press time.

“When we were shopping for paint, I heard an employee
tell someone that they think they have a fire,” Locus said.
“Then I realized that there was a light, sweet wood‐burning
smell in the air, like a campfire. Within moments, the employ‐
ees were yelling ‘Fire! Everyone get out!’”

Fierce orange fireballs
Within half an hour, columns of thick, toxic black smoke

rose hundreds of feet into the sky, punctuated by fierce
orange fireballs shooting into the early evening dusk. A trail
of smoke started to head south for miles, which was visible
all over the south Bay Area. News and law enforcement hel‐
icopters began to hover as the fifth alarm was announced
and fire departments from all over the area responded to
the blaze. 

The primary goal of firefighters was containment, as the
debris was already beginning to rain down on neighboring
properties when they arrived. Adjacent storefronts (includ‐
ing Wagly, a pet hospital) were threatened by the flame and
smoke. 

Although firefighters were still extinguishing hot spots

into late Sunday afternoon, the fire was suc‐
cessfully contained to just the Home Depot prop‐
erty. The amount of smoke and water damage to
neighboring properties still needs to be deter‐
mined, however. It was reported that all of the
pets from Wagly were safely transported away
from the fire, though some witnesses note that
a few animals may have run away in the process.
Also, at least one residential property behind the
Home Depot had a fence catch fire from floating
debris, which was quickly extinguished by the
neighborhood residents. The Santa Clara Coun‐
ty Sheriff's Office observed at least two nearby
fires from their helicopter. Whether or not they
began from the Home Depot debris is unknown
– but brisk winds make it a distinct possibility.

Wind, other conditions contribute to blaze
Windy conditions may have contributed to the

fast growth of the fire, according to fire officials. “You could
feel a brisk breeze in the Home Depot when we walked in,”
Locus said. “It was striking – I even mentioned it to my hus‐
band as we walked to the paint department, that I wish I
had brought my sweater. The air was really moving strong‐
ly inside the building.”

Complicating factors hinder firefighters
Other complicating factors were the amount of heavily

flammable and dangerous materials contained in a typical
Home Depot store, including lumber, plastic lawn furni‐
ture, toxic chemicals, propane tanks, and other such mate‐
rials. Local residents reported hearing loud explosive bursts
as the fire continued to rage. Fire officials also reported to
NBC News that the cinderblock wall at the back of the store
property precluded them from entering the location from
the rear, adding another complication to the situation. 

“I saw a mother with her little girl in the store, and when
we were all outside and I saw them get out safely too, I
was so relieved,” Locus recalled. “We all just moved out
quickly without shoving or panicking. Since there were no
fire alarms sounding, I don’t know if anyone really knew
how serious this was.”

“There was a light haze in the air, and employees walk‐
ing out who also weren’t sure how bad it was,” Locus said.
“Once we were out in front of the store, we all turned
around to look inside. But when fire started falling from
the ceiling and the first giant cloud of thick grey smoke
rolled out the front doors, we all knew it was definitely
time to leave.”

Locus had plans to eat dinner at nearby El Maestro on
Blossom Hill Road, but the smoke was so ominous that she
decided to just go eat in Milpitas to escape the rapidly‐
closing roads and thick traffic caused by the arriving first
responders. “I’m just so glad that everyone got out, and no
one was injured,” Locus said. “It really is a miracle. Thank
you, Lord.”

Times Cover Story

Fast moving fire: within six minutes, the lazy afternoon parking lot of the Home Depot on Blossom Hill Road became center stage for a raging inferno, which burned into the next afternoon. Photos by Jeff Baham

A firetruck races down Blossom Hill Road on the wrong side, fighting oncoming traffic in an effort
to defeat the log-jam of cars surrounding the Home Depot parking lot. Photo by Jeff Baham

Thick, toxic plumes of smoke were visible throughout the south-
ern portion of San Jose. Photo by Jeff Baham
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Times Community News

CAREER COLUMN

Are you blaming
the lettuce?
By Angela Copeland

I
recently read a quote
by Thich Nhat Hanh
that resonated with

me. He said, "When you
plant lettuce, if it does not
grow well, you don't blame the lettuce. You
look for reasons it is not doing well. It may
need fertilizer, or more water, or less sun.
You never blame the lettuce."

This quote appeals to the gardener in me.
When a tomato plant is not doing well, you
look at the underlying conditions that may
cause it to fail. You measure the amount of
water in the soil, or you evaluate the nutri‐
ents you are giving to the plant. There is
almost always an underlying issue. In the
same way, this lesson could be taken into
the workplace. 

Too often, people who would otherwise
be successful at work are failing. They are
smart and capable. They care about the work
they're doing. And yet, something isn't com‐
ing together. 

As a manager, you may look at a troubled
employee and feel frustration. You may blame
them for what you perceive to be as goofing
off, or not caring about their work. Yet, this
is rarely the solution. If you're willing to lis‐
ten, there is almost always something else
going on. That said, it is important to enter
these conversations with care and with an

open mind. Getting real feedback involves
trust. 

If an employee will let you in, they will share
specific details that are often within our con‐
trol as leaders. It's possible that the person
does not feel they have the autonomy need‐
ed to make decisions. Or, they do not know
the overall company vision and goals. They
may be having a difficult time understand‐
ing how their work fits into the larger pic‐
ture. It could be the case that the employee
feels they have competing priorities that are
difficult to prioritize. Perhaps the employee
struggles with change. Or, maybe they don't
feel that their strengths are valued at work.

Whatever the reason, there is very likely
an actual reason. Few people want to get up
each day and feel useless at work. Not every‐
one is ambitious or highly career oriented,
but most people do have some sense of pride
in what they do. No one wants to fail. 

If you have a problem employee, it can be
easy to blame them. Many managers are
happy to put someone on the company off‐
ramp at the first sign of problems. But, it is
very often a mistake. Talk to any human
resources manager. They will share how
often they see managers get rid of good peo‐
ple because they're unable to look in the mir‐
ror. 

It could be argued that finding a new
employee is significantly more work than
successfully retaining an existing one. Every
employee has needs that must be met in
order for them to perform well. Whether it's
a current employee or one you'll hire in the
future, don't blame the lettuce. 

Angela Copeland, a leadership and career
expert, can be reached at copelandcoach‑
ing.com.

Report: Top 10 Most
Family-friendly
National Parks

I
f you’re looking to head out on a whole‐
family adventure, there’s a very good
chance that you’re considering visiting

one of the US’ 63 national parks.
But which are the best to visit with kids?

To find out, The Family Vacation Guide
has analyzed and ranked each of the coun‐
try’s national parks against a number of
family‐friendly factors including kid‐friend‐
ly hotels, walking trails, attractions and
family sightseeing landmarks ‐ and
Yosemite is revealed in the top 10.

You can see their research here:
www.thefamilyvacationguide.com/out‐
doors/best‐national‐parks‐for‐kids‐in‐the‐us

Top 10 most family‑friendly 
national parks

RankNational Kid 
Park Friendly 

1 Yellowstone, Wyoming 9.62
2 Great Smoky Mountains 9.20
3 Rocky Mountain, Colorado 9.13
4 Yosemite, California 8.59
5 Grand Canyon, Arizona 8.46
6 Glacier, Montana 8.10
7 Acadia, Maine 8.01
8 Death Valley, California 7.78
9 Grand Teton, Wyoming 7.75
10 Mount Rainier, Washington 7.66

The research also shows that Yellow‐
stone park in Wyoming takes top position,
with a kid‐friendly score of 9.62/10. The
park is host to 37 landmarks for you to
take your child to see and has 77 kid‐
friendly walking trails and 21 other kid‐
friendly trails. There are a total of 78
attractions for your child to enjoy too,
meaning you can make multiple trips to
this beautiful park without your child get‐
ting bored. 

The national park with the most land‐
marks for family sight‐seeing is the Grand
Canyon, Arizona, with over 40 landmarks
to explore. This iconic park also has 54 kids
attractions (the highest of all parks) and 28
child‐friendly walking trails.

Denali national park in Alaska has the
highest number of family‐friendly hotels,
so, if you want picturesque scenery and a
perfect hotel, this could be your ideal trip.
With 31 kids attractions and 7 child‐friend‐
ly walks, it could be a winner!

If you and the family love to go walking,
then the Great Smoky Mountains in Ten‐
nessee is the number 1 spot, with almost
50 kid‐friendly walking trails, so the entire
family can enjoy. There are also 26 ‘other’
kid friendly trails to take part in.

Other parks which make the top 20
include Zion, Joshua Tree, Capitol Reef,
Olympic and Big Bend.

You can see the full research and where
every park ranks here: www.thefamilyva‐
cationguide.com/outdoors/best‐national‐
parks‐for‐kids‐in‐the‐us
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Times Feature

Preservation
Continued from page 1
Historic Heritage Commission, the San Jose
Historic Landmarks Commission, the Preser‐
vation Action Council of San Jose, the Cali‐
fornia Pioneers of Santa Clara County, and
History San Jose have joined together to host
an Awards Night honoring individuals and
organizations who have made significant his‐
torical and cultural preservation contribu‐
tions throughout Santa Clara County.

The SCCPA group consists of leaders from
the Santa Clara County Historic Heritage
Commission, the San Jose Historic Landmarks
Commission, the Preservation Action Coun‐
cil of San Jose, the California Pioneers of Santa
Clara County, and History San Jose.

Program
The first half hour of the evening event

will give guests and preservation enthusiasts
an opportunity to meet, share information,
exchange ideas, and get to know the ‘Who’s
Who’ of Santa Clara County’s historical preser‐
vationists. Tables will be available for groups
to display and share information. Live music
and county historical movie clips will pro‐
vide a pleasant ambience. The remaining 90
minutes will be a fun, celebratory time, host‐
ed by a professional MC, of award presen‐
tations. Music will be provided by the
Stargeezers. Videos and slides will feature
some amazing historical scenes of Santa
Clara Valley’s yesteryears.

National Preservation Month 
Preservation Month began as National

Preservation Week in 1973. In 2005, the
National Trust extended the celebration to
the entire month of May and declared it
Preservation Month to provide an even
greater opportunity to celebrate the diverse
and unique heritage of our country’s cities
and states.

The intent of the SCCPA Awards Night is:
• To recognize individuals, businesses,

and organizations in the community who
have made outstanding contributions to his‐
toric preservation.

• To showcase exemplary preservation
throughout the community that may serve
as inspiration for future preservation.

• To encourage preservation of historic
homes or buildings that may prevent future
demolition of historic properties.

• To educate the community on the mer‐
its of historic architecture and preservation.

• To share ideas and projects various preser‐
vation groups throughout the county.

Frequently asked questions
Q:  Will parking be available?
A:  Yes, free parking is available in Histo‐

ry San Jose Park’s parking lot off Phelan
Road for the first 100 cars.  There is plenty
of additional paid parking less than a half
block from History Park at the end of Phe‐
lan Road.

Q:  Will food and beverages be avail‑
able?

A:  Yes, food and beverages will be avail‐
able for sale.

Q:  How much is admission and how can
I purchase tickets?

A:  Admission is $15 for adults (under 18
are free) and tickets can be purchased on
the website listed below. Guests will be
checked in upon arrival.

Sponsors will be promoted on the
evening’s program as well as our big screen,
and tickets will be provided per sponsorship
level: $100/3 tickets, $250/6 tickets, $500/9
tickets. 

Tickets 
SCCPA Preservation Awards Night – Sat‐

urday, May 21st, 7:00 p.m. $15 General
Admission; under 18 Free. To purchase tick‐
ets, visit: https://www.preservation.org/
events/sccpa‐preservation‐awards‐night

To learn more about SCCPA, call Tere John‑
son at (408) 406‑3001 or Bill Hare at (408)
262‑1776.

Times 
Advertising
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Umunhum
Continued from page 1

“This has been a long, complicated
journey,” Drake said. “It was an amaz‐
ing community effort.”

In 1986, Midpen purchased Almaden
Air Force Station from the U.S. gov‐
ernment for $260,000 to develop a
system of trails. Following the pass‐
ing of Measure AA in 2016, a $12 per‐
parcel tax to fund Bay Area habitat
restoration, and a $3.2 million feder‐
al investment to clean up area con‐
taminants, Midpen demolished about
80 Air Force buildings and planned to
remove the radar tower. Drake and
Basim Jaber, co‐founded the Umun‐
hum Conservancy to save it.

In Sept. 2017, a previous ribbon cut‐
ting ceremony was held to mark the
opening of the peak to the public. Prior
Councilmember Johnny Khamis said
at the ceremony that he wanted the
monument to remain for generations
to come. 

“We shouldn’t be burying or demolishing our history,” he
said.

Unfortunately, the area surrounding the tower was closed
off a month after the opening due to lead paint falling off
the building. 

In 2019, Midpen hired an engineering firm to renovate
the tower. Rainwater dripped from the roof and was pushed
through the walls by strong winds. Rusted rebar broke
through concrete, handrails were missing from staircases,
there were gaping holes in the floor, an intrusion by wildlife
and contaminants like lead and asbestos. 

In addition to the building being fully repaired, it was
painted warm, dark gray to match its early appearance.

“Now people who have stared up at it all their lives can
come up and touch it,” Jaber said. 

Drake said without the Santa Clara County Board of Super‐
visors granting the tower’s historic status and the “unstop‐
pable force of Basim,” there would be an empty field where
the tower stands today. The Board of Supervisors voted
unanimously in May 2016 to add the radar tower to the Coun‐
ty’s Heritage Resource Inventory, a designation making it
immune from demolition as long as the building is in good
repair.

From 1958‐1980, up to 125 service personnel and their
families lived in a community along the 3,486‐foot peak of
Mount Umunhum, complete with a movie theater, swimming
pool and bowling alley. They also experienced 100 mile per
hour winds and snow in winter.

Utilizing a massive, long‐range radar developed by Gen‐
eral Electric which covered a 250‐mile range, the United States
Air Force 682nd Radar Squadron scanned the skies until
1980, when new satellite technology rendered the radar
obsolete.

The concrete tower is 63’ x 63’ and 84.5 feet tall. The
antenna reflector “sail” was 120 ft wide and 45 feet tall and
weighed 85.5 tons. It could withstand an atomic bomb up
to a mile away, Jaber said. 

Jack Smith, the son of the base’s medic, who lived at the
Air Force base in 1971, said it was a great place to be as a
kid and he never tired of riding his minibike on the fire
roads. Airmen took him and other teens under their wings
teaching them to repair cars and to repel. 

Charles Berls, a Umunhum Conservancy boardmember,
recalls seeing the radar antenna in 1976. 

“It was a warm feeling knowing that was protecting us
from the Russians,” Berls said. “It’s so important for young
people to understand our history so that we have perspec‐
tive for the future. You can’t replace things like this. It could
be a national monument.” 

Zoe Kersteen‐Tucker, board president of the Midpenin‐
sula Regional Open Space District, views the radar tower as
a tribute “to a time in history that can’t be forgotten.” She
said her 92‐year‐old father, whose Naval crew provided the
last tank of fuel for bombers flying into Russia during the
beginning of the Cold War, was deeply touched when he was
able to see this slice of history and how beautifully it’s been

commemorated.
Santa Clara County Supervisor Mike

Wasserman, who made the motion in
2016 to declare the tower historic, said
at this month’s ceremony that its pres‐
ence is fantastic for the community and
a great memory for veterans.  

“Since 1962, all eyes around the South
Bay have been drawn to the cube, a rare
relic of local, military history,” he said.
“Preserving our past takes vision, effort,
and perhaps most importantly, funding.”

Wasserman recognized Jaber and
boardmembers of the Umunhum Con‐
servancy and its donors for their efforts
as well as Midpen for the radar tower’s
necessary and appropriate makeover. He
said visitors to the radar tower today can
take in the stunning view, but during the
Cold War years, the armed forces sta‐
tioned there kept guard over the west
coast as the first lines of defense. 

“It’s comforting to know future gener‐
ations will not only be able to enjoy this
place,” he said, “but will learn a piece of
our history through this landmark.” 

At left: On April 2, a ribbon cutting celebration including members of the Umunhum
Conservancy, Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District and Santa Clara County
Board of Supervisors marked the completion of the restoration of the radar tower.
Above:  (l to r): Cofounders of the Umunhum Conservancy Basim Jaber and Sam
Drake receive a commemorative photo from Brian Malone, assistant general man-
ager at Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District. Photos by Lorraine Gabbert.

The radar tower at the top of Mount Umunhum has been a local landmark for generations. Now it is approach-
able by the public. Photo by Lorraine Gabbert

From 1958-1980, up to 220 service personnel and their families
called the peak of Mount Umunhum home. 
Photo courtesy of Basim Jaber.
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Cortese’s climate
restoration bill clears
first hurdle ‘We must
shift the conversation
and think bigger’

Senator Dave Cortese’s (D‐Silicon Valley) bill,
SB 1297, cleared its first hurdle March 28 after
passing the California Senate Environmental
Quality Committee. 

SB 1297 will ensure California takes a lead‐
ership role in advancing climate restoration by
taking steps to minimize embodied carbon and
maximize carbon sequestration in the built

environment.  
“We must shift the conversation and think

bigger,” Cortese said. “California can and must
advance both climate neutrality and carbon
restoration objectives, which together will
require achieving and maintaining net‐nega‐
tive emissions as soon as possible, by leverag‐
ing a tremendous, but largely unexplored,
opportunity to sequester carbon in our built
environment. We are expanding methods in
buildings and construction projects that can
create and maintain high‐quality jobs for Cal‐
ifornia workers.” 

A look at creating new composition of
building materials to help the environment

Despite high greenhouse gas emissions (GHG)
impacts from building materials and the sig‐

nificant potential they offer to advance Cali‐
fornia’s GHG goals and climate restoration, lit‐
tle has been done to address these topics in
California. SB 1297 will begin to address this
important gap by requiring the state to devel‐
op a plan and recommendations to minimize
embodied carbon and maximize carbon seques‐
tration in building materials.

Embodied carbon, or GHG emissions asso‐
ciated with producing and using building mate‐
rials, accounts for at least 11 percent of glob‐
al carbon emissions. 

New breakthroughs are here
“Through relatively recent innovations, it is

now possible to store CO2 in the built envi‐
ronment, including roads and buildings. Min‐
imizing embodied carbon and maximizing car‐

bon sequestration in the built environment
represents an outstanding opportunity for Cal‐
ifornia to take a leadership role in advancing
climate restoration,” says Rick Wayman, CEO
of the Foundation for Climate Restoration. 

At the recent UN Climate Conference, Cali‐
fornia joined an effort to accelerate innovation,
investment, and market development for low‐
carbon building materials. The federal gov‐
ernment also recently announced that in 2022,
the General Services Administration (GSA) will
require contractors to disclose the embodied
carbon of building materials for new building
and major modernization contracts.

For more information, contact Tara Sreekr‐
ishnan, Office of Senator Dave Cortese at 408
480 7833 or tara.sreekrishnan@sen.ca.gov.
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5635 Silver Creek Valley Road
San Jose, CA 95123Conducted by Tatsuya Shimono

with soloist Jon Nakamatsu 

S
ymphony San Jose presents
Beethoven’s Emperor Piano Concerto
Saturday, May 7 at 8:00 p.m. and Sun‐

day, May 8 at 2:30 p.m. at the California The‐
ater, 345 South First Street in downtown
San Jose.

Jon Nakamatsu is coming back to the beau‐
tiful California Theater to perform
Beethoven’s Piano Concerto No 5. Often con‐
sidered the “most important piano concer‐
to ever written” the Emperor is filled with
innovation, looking forward to 19th centu‐
ry pianos not yet conceived. It was to be
Beethoven’s last.

The program opens in a mood of enchant‐
ment, with Ravel’s elegance, delicacy, shim‐
mering colors and expressive melodies on
full display with his Mother Goose Suite and
Pavane Pur Une Infante Défunte (Pavane
for a Dead Princess). The mood shifts dra‐
matically with Stravinsky’s brief, brilliant
Symphony. Written just after WWII, it has
the intensity of a newsreel.

The Program:  
Rafel:  Mother Goose Suite
Ravel:  Pavane Pur Une Infante Défunte

(Pavane for a Dead Princess)
Stravinsky: Symphony In Three Move‐

ments
Beethoven: Piano Concerto No. 5 ‐ Emper‐

or
SINGLE TICKET PRICES: $55 ‐ $115  
BOX OFFICE: 408.286.2600 or www.sym‐

phonysanjose.org
Or visit the Box Office between 10am and

5pm, Monday through Friday at 325 South
First Street in downtown San Jose, between
San Carlos and San Salvador Streets just
one‐half block from the California Theatre.

Tatsuya Shimono: Tatsuya Shimono
cemented his international reputation as a
conductor by winning First Prize at the 47th
Besançon International Competition in 2001.
Since then he has guest conducted major
orchestras in Japan and abroad. He received
great acclaim for his debuts in subscription

concerts with the Orchestra dell’Accademia
Nazionale di Santa Cecilia and the Czech
Philharmonic Orchestra in 2009, and then
in March 2010, made his debut with the
Stuttgart Radio Symphony Orchestra. In
2006 he was appointed Resident Conduc‐
tor of the Yomiuri Nippon Symphony Orches‐
tra.   

Jon Nakamatsu: A native of California,
Jon Nakamatsu claimed a distinguished place
on the international musical scene in June,
1997 when he was named the Gold Medal‐
ist of the Tenth Van Cliburn International
Piano Competition, the only American to
have achieved this distinction since 1981.
A former high school German teacher, he
became a popular hero overnight in the
highly traditional medium of classical music.
He  has performed in important venues in
Asia, Europe, America and the Caribbean as
soloist and composer.

PHOTO CREDITS: Photos of conductor Tat‑
suya Shimono and pianist Jon Nakamatsu
are courtesy of the artists and Symphony San
Jose.

Symphony San Jose presents
Beethoven’s Emperor Piano
Concerto May 7 and 8, 2022

Conductor Tatsuya Shimono
cemented his international
reputation as a conductor by
winning First Prize at the
47th Besançon International
Competition in 2001. 

Jon Nakamatsu claimed a distinguished place
on the international musical scene in June, 1997
when he was named the Gold Medalist of the
Tenth Van Cliburn International Piano Compe-
tition.
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Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book!

Dorrance Publishing: Trusted by Authors Since 1920

Book manuscript submissions currently being
reviewed. Comprehensive Services: Consultation,

Production, Promotion and Distribution

Call for Your Free Author’s Guide 
1-844-593-0381

or visit dorranceinfo.com/almtimes

L
iz Fe Lifestyle website has issued its
analysis of the 4 most popular Ameri‐
can restaurants in San Jose, CA. 

San Jose California, Spanish for Saint Joseph,
is in the center of the Santa Clara Valley and
known for its affluent population and inno‐
vation because of its home to many major
global tech companies. With such a rich
atmosphere, it’s no wonder San Jose is home
to beautiful architecture, visual art, and per‐
forming arts, all of which will enrich your
life.

Cuisine in San Jose is no different. The city
is swimming in a variety of delicious food,
including American Cuisine. Thanks to our list
of top five American restaurants in San Jose,
you’ll have time to taste that rich food your
palette craves next time you’re in San Jose.

4. Henry’s Hi Life
https://template.citycheers.com/96613
Henry’s Hi Life has been going strong since

1960 with no plans of stopping soon. It offers
dinner entrees with most of them featuring
its famous and delicious steaks. If you don't
feel like dinner, they have a lunch menu you
can also check out.

3. 3rd and Bourbon 
https://www.3rdandbourbon.com
3rd and Bourbon are a classy bar and

restaurant open Tuesday through Saturday

starting from 4 PM until 10 or 11 PM depend‐
ing on the day. Their menu is full of delicious
entrees, burgers and sandwiches, and dessert
if you find yourself with a sweet tooth. If you
come between 4 and 7, then you’ll be able
to enjoy happy hour with some cheap and
delicious drinks.

2. Funny Farm Restaurant  
https://funnyfarmrestaurant.square.site
The Funny Farm Restaurant is open six days

a week, normally from 10:30AM to 8PM. It’s
a casual eatery with such signature items as
UFO burger, Monte Cristo, and the Beef Short
Rib Poutine, all of which were featured on
the show Man V. Food. You can even enjoy
a Mexican coke with your meat, featuring
real sugar Coca‐Cola from Mexico.  Editor’s
Note: A new Funny Farm location has opened
up at the shopping center on San Felipe Rd.
at Yerba Buena. Check website for more infor‐
mation. 

1. Bill’s Cafe
www.billscafe.com
Bill’s Café has been in business for over

30 years and offers breakfast, lunch, and
cocktails for the San Jose community. There
are not only classic breakfasts on the menu
but also what they call creative specialties.
Both are sure to keep you coming back to
our number one spot to eat.

Analysis: Top four most popular 
American restaurants in San Jose



By Denelle Fedor

W
hile sitting on the deck overlook‐
ing the acres of incredible views of
vineyards, sipping Baciami, the

unique white wine Solis Winery is known
for, one may not know that at one time, some
of the acreage was once home to Gilroy’s
own Vanni’s Nursery, a previous well respect‐
ed fresh cut flower business specializing in
roses. 

The property that is home to Solis Winery
was originally founded as a winery in 1917
by Alfonso Bertero an Italian immigrant. Mr.
Bertero was successful in keeping his win‐
ery open during prohibition…we don’t ask
how…we are just happy he was successful…
and within his family until 1970.  He then
sold it to a group of investors who named
the winery Summerhill Vineyard. The win‐
ery went bankrupt in the early 1980’s leav‐
ing the land and business for sale but in fore‐
closure.

Five acres down from the Summerhill Vine‐
yard was Vanni’s Nursery a family business
that started in the 1940’s spanning over two
generations. The bank approached Dave
Vanni, the owner of Vanni Nursery and asked
if he would like to purchase the property.
Dave thought it would be fun to have a win‐
ery as a hobby. In 1989, Dave and his wife
Valerie purchased the winery and renamed
it Solis Winery. They chose the name Solis
after the Rancho de Solis Mexican land grant
for the area. Dave and Valerie were able to
purchase the other five acres between Vanni
nursery and the winery property providing
over fifteen acres of contiguous property.

Dave and Valerie with the help of their
two young sons Mike and Vic enjoyed tilling
the soil and planting grapes. The Vannis pas‐
sion for winemaking was shared with their
sons. Vic retired from the winery, but Mike
and his wife Julie made it their lives’ work.

Mike Vanni grew up in the house that is
on the property. In the mid 1980’s at age 9
Mike planted the grapevines that now pro‐
vide the grapes for Solis Winery. In the early
1990’s Mike went away to Cal Poly San Luis
Obispo. It is there that he met the love of his
life; his wife Julie who became his partner
in running Solis Winery and the mother of
their three children.

When Mike returned home after graduat‐
ing from college in the mid 1990’s, he was
ready to take on the family business; Vanni’s
Nursery. However, within a few years clos‐
ing the nursery become inevitable. This was
a big moment for Mike as his professional
path was to follow in his family’s footsteps
of running the nursery. “There is a lot of his‐
tory following tradition,” shared Mike Vanni. 

It did not occur to him that their winery,
a hobby for the past decade, would soon
become his new career. But that is exactly
what happened. In 2000, Mike began as an
apprentice working with a wine consultant
for about five to six years. He learned how
to make wine from the grapes he planted as
a child on his family’s property. After his
apprenticeship, Mike began as the wine‐

maker for his family’s winery, Solis Winery.
Julie shared, “Mike continues to make wine

in a traditional vintage way – consistent
estate wine making techniques ‐ simply with
old world traditions – with a few new world
techniques.”

“I love tasting the merlot…it smells like
the vineyard did when I was growing up…I
can smell the dust…the earth,” said Mike
Vanni, “It represents great memories and I
feel connected.”

Solis Winery won Double Gold, Cabernet
Sauvignon, 2017, Double Gold, Grenache,
2017 and Gold, Baciami, 2017 in the 2021
San Francisco Chronicle Wine Competition
among other awards. Solis is also known for
its varietals like their Sangiovese and blends
like their Syrah.  “All the customers have
their favorites,” shared Julie.

Mike and Julie’s three children are in their
early and mid‐twenties living in Gilroy work‐
ing jobs outside the vineyard. Mike and Julie
shared, “All our kids have a strong work
ethic.” The Solis family winery will be there
for them if they choose to continue with the
tradition.

“Solis Winery customers are excited to be
back, there is a lot of energy,” shared Mike.
“Being closed due to COVID really showed
us how loyal, kind and supportive our cus‐
tomers are; we have so many strong rela‐
tionships with our customers – we need
them, and they need us – there is a strong
and healthy synergy.” Mike shared. “We
have customers that have been coming here
for over 30 years…we need to be open to
serve as a gathering place for our commu‐
nity.”

“I love Gilroy,” shared Mike, “Solis Winery
is home base. We will stay here and keep Solis
Winery in the family.”

Solis Winery
3920 Hecker Pass Highway (CA 152)
Gilroy, CA 95020
SolisWinery.com
Phone: 408‐847‐6306
Email: solis@soliswinery.com
Editor's Note: Solis Winery has music events

which are shown on their website: http://
www.soliswinery.com/news_events
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Above left: Circa 1984 – Dave Vanni with his three sons planting chardonnay– current Solis Owner
Mike is sitting. Above right: Father & Son – Dave and Mike Vanni in the cellar.

Cut flower roses to
grapevines: Solis Winery

The Vanni Family – Dave and Valerie in the middle, Mike on the left and Julie on the right with
their three children.

Mike and Julie Vanni relax in the vineyard.
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By Times staff writers  

S
an Jose Councilmember
Matt Mahan (pictured) intro‐
duced a resolution at City

Council this week opposing Valley
Water’s ballot measure, which
would allow members to serve four
consecutive four‐year terms
instead of three.

Mahan, a mayoral candidate,
says the ballot measure’s language
is misleading and the cost of the
ballot measure will waste millions
in taxpayer dollars.

“The ballot measure does
absolutely nothing to address the
real problems we face around
water—namely that we’re in the
most significant drought in record‐
ed California history,” Mahan said.

Valley Water estimated putting
this measure on the ballot will cost
about $3.2 million—another con‐
cern for Mahan, who is currently
campaigning for mayor on a plat‐
form that emphasizes cutting back
wasteful government spending. He
noted residents in his district are

so worried about water rates his
office started a community work‐
ing group to address this issue. He
said the money going toward the
ballot measure could be used to
help hundreds of ratepayers.

“That’s well over 1,000 lawn con‐
versions to drought tolerant
plants,” Mahan said. “According to
the average amount of water bill

debt San Joseans have, that’s 6,000
families whose debts could be
relieved.”

Gov. Gavin Newsom has ordered
water agencies around the state
to impose stronger water conser‐
vation rules as the state descends
into another year of severe
drought. Water conservation has
been a serious problem in San Jose,

where local officials imposed a
15% water use reduction on res‐
idents last year.

Last month, Valley Water’s board
of directors voted 4‐3 to put the
measure on the June 7 primary
election ballot. According to its
proponents, the measure will help
the board retain experienced mem‐
bers and provide greater continu‐
ity of vision on long‐term projects.
The district oversees dams, reser‐
voirs and water treatment plants
in Santa Clara County.

Valley Water CEO Rick Callen‐
der said in a statement that the
nearly century‐old agency is fac‐
ing unprecedented challenges to
the region’s water supply, includ‐
ing drought, rising sea levels and
the loss of the Sierra snowpack.

“Directors believe allowing vot‐
ers to extend term limits would
give the board consistent leader‐
ship overseeing complex projects,
and potentially save hundreds of
millions of dollars due to changes
and delays,” Callender said.

San Jose councilmember Mahan opposes
extending Valley Water’s ballot measure 

Federal funding 
grows for Silicon 
Valley BART Phase II

President Biden will allocate an addi‐
tional $200 million for the Silicon Val‐
ley BART (Bay Area Rapid Transit)
Extension Phase II in his upcoming
proposed budget.  

The project will extend the Silicon
Valley BART alignment from the North
San Jose Berryessa station through
downtown San Jose to Santa Clara,
adding four more stations and six more
miles of track, including an innovative
single bore tunnel under downtown
San Jose. 

This is the third allocation under
the federal Expedited Project Deliv‐
ery Pilot Program.  The FTA announced
a commitment of $125 million in
August 2019 and then another $100
million was committed in January
2021.

“The President’s commitment so far
to allocate $425 million is great news
in the overall commitment to fund the
federal share of the project,” said VTA
Board Chair Chappie Jones.
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W
ith the April 18 deadline coming up
for most tax filers, there are a few
ways to get your refund as soon as

possible, including filing electronically and
avoiding errors in your return, such as typos
or incorrectly reporting your income.

If you file electronically, most refunds will
be delivered within 21 days. But if you mail
a paper return to the IRS, it can take up to
eight weeks to process. 

Aside from the way you file, you’ll also
want to make sure that what you file is done
correctly. With that in mind, here are six
common errors to avoid, from tax experts
and the IRS itself.

1. Use the best filing status
Taxpayers choose between five filing sta‐

tuses: single, married filing jointly, married
filing separately, head of household and qual‐
ifying widow or widower with dependent
children. 

Your filing status can affect how much you
pay, and while multiple different statuses
may be allowed for your situation, one could
result in a higher tax burden. Use this tool
to determine the filing status that results “in
the lowest amount of tax,” according to the
IRS.

2. Correctly claim a dependent
A dependent can be either a qualifying

child or a qualifying relative, and comes with
tax breaks that can lower how much you
owe. But it can be confusing to know whether
you can claim certain people as dependents.

For example, divorced parents may both
try to claim their child, even though two peo‐
ple cannot claim the same dependent. In that
case, “there’s going to be a problem,” says
Riley Adams, a certified public accountant
who runs Young and the Invested, a website
focused on financial literacy.

Before claiming a dependent, make sure
that they actually qualify for that tax status
and that no one else in the household is claim‐
ing them. If you’re not sure if someone in your
household qualifies as a dependent, this ques‐
tionnaire‐based IRS tool can help you figure
it out.

3. Answer the virtual currency ques‑
tion accurately

Near the top of your Form 1040 or Form
1040‐SR, you’ll see this question about vir‐
tual currencies: “At any time during 2021,
did you receive, sell, exchange, or otherwise
dispose of any financial interest in any vir‐
tual currency?”

The language of this question has confused
taxpayers in the past, Adams says. But what
it’s asking is simple: You should check “yes”
on the form if you sold cryptocurrencies,
exchanged one cryptocurrency for another,
used crypto to buy something or received it
as payment, says Adams.

“If you didn’t sell it or exchange it, or if you
transfer it to your digital wallet, you don’t
have to click ‘yes’ on this,” he adds.

4. Report all taxable income
Underreporting income may lead to penal‐

ties and interest, so it’s best to get the amount
right before you file. 

Don’t forget to include income from free‐

lance work, not just the amount on the W‐2
form provided by your main employer.
Employers will typically send freelancers a
Form 1099 that includes the amount they
were paid.

Keep in mind that employers aren’t legal‐
ly obligated to report your earnings to the
IRS unless the amount paid exceeds $600,
but they sometimes still do, says Adams. For
that reason, you should report all your free‐
lance income, no matter how small.

5. Remember that your unemployment
benefits are taxed, too

Unfortunately, many people are surprised
to learn that their unemployment benefits
are taxed as ordinary income. A special law
exempted some of this tax in 2020, but that
was for a limited time and does not apply to
2021 tax returns. 

You should report any unemployment com‐
pensation that you received in 2021 on your
tax return under “Additional Income.” If
you’re using tax software, you’ll be asked
about your unemployment income and that
information will be added for you.

6. Double‑check the names and num‑
bers in your tax return

This one is obvious, but a simple typo can
hold up your tax return for weeks. Make sure
you’ve correctly entered crucial identifying
information like your Social Security num‐
ber, date of birth and routing numbers if
you’re using direct deposit to receive your
refund.

“The beauty of the electronic filing is if
you’ve got a misspelling of your name or an
incorrect Social Security number, the IRS will
kick that back to you pretty quickly, letting
you know there’s an error,” says Adams.

If your adjusted gross income is $73,000
or less, you can use IRS Free File, which gives
you access to commercial tax prep software
at no charge. It uses a question‐and‐answer
format that’s easy to follow, and can flag
errors.

Once you file your return, you can check
your refund status with the “Where’s My
Refund?” online tool or through the IRS2Go
app.

Get your tax refund faster by avoiding
six commonly overlooked mistakes
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Times Arts

Season concludes 
with three new works 

S
an José Chamber Orchestra presents
“Eine Klein(e) Evening of Music” Sat‐
urday, May 15 at 7:00 p.m. at Francis

Episcopal Church, 1205 Pine Avenue, San
José.

This program features cellist Jiaxun Yao,
an up and coming artist and winner from
the 2020 Irving M. Klein International String
Competition. Founded in 1985, it is recog‐
nized as one of the world's leading compe‐
titions for young string musicians. Open to
string players ages fifteen to twenty‐three,
the competition takes place every June in
San Francisco, California. 

The program
“Eine Klein(e) Evening of Music” features

the beloved Concerto for Cello by Robert

Schumann, with soloist Jiaxun Yao. Premiere
of three short new works by local composers,
written as part of SJCO's Responseworks
Commissioning Project: Cycles by Kendrick
Tri Huynh, Refuge by Kerry Lewis and Doom,
Gloom and Zoom by Mona Lyn Reese, fea‐
turing Philip Brezina on fiddle. 

Conductor: Anthony Quartuccio; Cello
soloist: Jiaxun Yao.

The San José Chamber Orchestra was
founded in 1991 out of the desire of local
musicians (at the time playing with Opera
San José) for an opportunity to play cham‐
ber orchestra repertoire and explore music
written by living composers.    More Info:
https://sjco.org/about/

Tickets: sjco.org or 408 295‐4416 (Tick‐
ets also available at the door)

Single Ticket Prices: Adult: $50, Senior
(62 and above): $45, Student: $15.

Photos: Conductor Anthony Quartuccio. Cellist Jiazun Yao. Photos courtesy of the artists and
San José Chamber Orchestra.

San José Chamber Orchestra’s 30th Anniversary
Season presents ‘Eine Klein(e) Evening of Music’
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Times Arts

Presented live at 
The California Theatre 

O
pera San José will close its 2021–2022
season with West Side Story, Arthur
Laurents, Leonard Bernstein, Stephen

Sondheim, and Jerome Robbins’s classic
American tale of two star‐crossed lovers
and the prejudices that keep them apart. 

West Side Story will be sung in English,
with English and Spanish supertitles, with
performances April 16 – May 1, 2022 at the
California Theatre, 345 South 1st Street, San
Jose. 

Bursting with passion, humor, vibrant
dancing, and some of the most memorable
music ever written, this stunning produc‐
tion of West Side Story — the company’s
first‐ever musical — will be conducted by
Christopher James Ray, staged by director
Crystal Manich, and choreographed by
Michael Pappalardo. 

Acclaimed singers from across the U.S.
have been cast to bring the leading roles to
life, including soprano Teresa Castillo as
Maria, tenor Noah Stewart as Tony, mezzo‐
soprano Natalie Rose Havens as Anita, bari‐
tone Trevor Martin as Riff, tenor Jared V.
Esguerra as Chino, baritone Antony Sanchez
as Bernardo, and Philip Skinner as Doc. 

“West Side Story is one of America’s most
important works; it absolutely belongs on
our stage. Our job is to promote not only
promising new talent and incubating new
artists, but also to amplify American works,
particularly those which speak to our cur‐
rent societal issues,” says General Director
Shawna Lucey. “The musical gestures of
West Side Story are grand, perfectly suited
to the operatic stage, where we can bring
them to life with outstanding voices and
orchestration.” 

Inspired by Shakespeare’s Romeo and
Juliet, West Side Story is one of America’s
most iconic musical works, conceived by
Jerome Robbins with soaring music by
Leonard Bernstein, inventive lyrics by
Stephen Sondheim, and a book by Arthur
Laurents that is by turns witty, funny, and
heart‐wrenching. Opera San José’s produc‐

tion will feature the original book and music,
with the incandescent music performed by
some of America’s brightest young operat‐
ic singers. 

Puerto Rican born, Emmy Award nomi‐
nated director Crystal Manich, who first
watched the film version at age 12 and has
been a fan ever since, says, ”At its core, I
have always believed that the show could
benefit from a Puerto Rican director, infus‐
ing other cultural elements that are not on
the page. Opera San José has given me the
opportunity to finally tackle the show that
I have been waiting to direct for almost 30
years. It is a show that deserves to be reex‐
amined, in the same way that I examined
the film as an adolescent: over and over
again.”

A breakthrough work in American the‐
atre, West Side Story exposes the gritty rival‐
ry between two teenage street gangs, the
US‐born “Jets” and the newly transplanted
Puerto Rican “Sharks,” competing for
supremacy in the streets of New York City.
When a young man falls for the younger sis‐
ter of his archrival, their forbidden love
turns to tragedy. 

The original 1957 Broadway production,
conceived, directed, and choreographed by
Robbins, marked Sondheim’s Broadway
debut, and ran for 732 performances. It was
nominated for six Tony Awards, including
Best Musical, and won two, losing the top
prize to its blockbuster competition that
year, The Music Man. A 1961 musical film
adaptation of West Side Story, co‐directed
by Robert Wise and Robbins, was nomi‐
nated for 11 Academy Awards and won 10,
including Best Picture. 

For more information or to purchase tick‐
ets ($55–$195), visit operasj.org or call (408)
437‐4450 (open Monday through Friday,
9:00am–5:00pm). Vaccination requirements
are subject to change according to local city,
state, and county mandates and OSJ health
and safety policies. Please visit Opera San
José’s COVID‐19 safety and health proto‐
cols for the most up‐to‐date information
concerning COVID protocols: �operasj.
org/health‐and‐safety/.

Teresa Castillo stars as Maria and Noah Stewart appears as Tony in Opera San José's company
debut of Leonard Bernstein and Stephen Sondheim’s "West Side Story" (April 16-May 1, 2022) at
the California Theatre in San Jose. Photo Credit: David Allen

Opera San José concludes 
season with West Side Story
April 16 – May 1, 2022



SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 n ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COMPAGE 20 n ALMADEN TIMES n APRIL 15 – APRIL 28, 2022

Want to 
submit a 

news item
for the 

Almaden Times?
Publication day: April 27, 2022

Deadline: April 24, 2022

Write to editorial@timesmediainc.com



2022 Lexus IS 
500 F Sport hits
the road running

By Sean Eastwood
Times Media staff writer

T
he new 2022 Lexus IS 500 F Sport
Performance is a formidable V8‐pow‐
ered, rear‐wheel‐drive small luxury

sedan.
Actually the new IS model fulfills buy‐

ers needing an upscale comfortable and
capable sport sedan.

This top‐performing model features the
same non‐turbo V8 engine as its siblings,
the LC 500 and the RC F coupes with an
impressive 472 horsepower. Key features
include a sport‐tuned adaptive suspen‐
sion, Torsen limited‐slip differential, larg‐
er brakes and 19‐inch Enkei wheels fitted
with updated performance tires.

The IS 500 F Sport looks similar to the
Lexus lineup, but scoots quickly with its
impressive V‐8 accelerating the sedan from
zero to 60 miles per hour in 4.4 seconds;
better than many larger luxury sedans. 

Lexus vehicles are always chock‐full of
standard equipment. The base model IS
500 follows tradition, with an impressive
variety of stuff, adaptive sport suspension
a heated and power‐adjustable steering
wheel to simulated leather upholstery to
front and rear parking sensors with auto‐
matic braking.

Safety also gets priority treatment via
automatic emergency braking, lane depar‐
ture mitigation, a lane‐keeping system,
adaptive cruise control and a blind‐spot
monitor with rear cross‐traffic alert.

The reviewed Performance Premium
trim adds upgraded LED headlights, a 10.3‐
inch touchscreen display navigation sys‐
tem, 17‐speaker Mark Levinson audio sys‐
tem, a 360‐degree camera system and a
power rear sunshade. It also has Apple
CarPlay, Android Auto, satellite radio, and
connected services including Wi‐Fi access,
and Amazon Alexa integrations are all in
the mix. And so is the signature Lexis touch‐
pad. It once was a slick new feature. Now
it’s dated and cumbersome. The electric
brake lever also needs a new location. It’s
hidden in the lower right‐hand corner posi‐
tion below the steering wheel.

How does the new Lexus drive? Driving
the new Lexus further defines the upscale
carmaker’s status. The IS 500 offers a
smooth, comfortable ride thanks to its
adaptive suspension which provides the
sport sedan’s maneuvering ability which
adds to its driving fun to drive character‐
istics. The LS 500 sports nice looking quad
exhaust tips and a spoiler. The engine’s
growl will appeal to those who enjoy the
sound of throat‐clearing.

The Lexus offers the IS 500 F Sport with
prices ranging from $56,500 (Base) to
$67,400 (Launch) not including a desti‐
nation charge of $1,075.

The new Lexus is a legitimate contender
and offers car buyers an excellent choice
in the luxury performance category. 
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The new 2022 Lexus IS 500 F Sport Performance is a top rival to luxury sedan stalwarts with its impres-
sive 472 horsepower V-8.

The IS 500 offers a
smooth, comfortable
ride thanks to its 
adaptive suspension
which provides the
sport sedan’s maneu‑
vering ability which
adds to its driving fun
to drive characteristics. 
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CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418
Pastor: Rev. Naomi
Schulz
No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You
Are Welcome Here!
We are an Open and
Affirming Congregation,
and celebrate members of
the LGBTQ+ Community.
Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM, with
communion open to all.
Join Pastor Naomi for
tea/coffee at Orchard Val-
ley cafe in Campbell dur-
ing community drop-in
office hours from 11 AM
to 1 PM on most Tues-
days.
Our ministries/activities
include:
• Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednes-
day of every month, at
6PM.
• A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open Tu/
Th/ Sa 10:00 AM to
Noon.
• Lighted Window Pro-
ductions featuring uplift-
ing concerts, thought-
provoking theater produc-
tions, informative lec-

tures, and even an occa-
sional karaoke night--all in
a wholesome environ-
ment.  
Our activities flow from
our core values:
• Extravagant Joy
• Passionate Faith
• Loving Respect
• Deep Connectedness 
• Intentional Growth 
• Shared Laughter 
Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.org
or better yet, visit us at
our worship services on
Sundays at 10:00 AM.
Coffee, refreshments, and
conversation always, right
after service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, worship
and giving to our local
community. We are proud
to be UCC, Open and
Affirming (O&A) and wel-
come members of the
LGBT community. We
support local LifeMoves
(formerly InnVision) Shel-
ter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco
Night Ministry, Second

Harvest Food Bank,
Church World Service,
and Communities
Responding to End Pover-
ty.
Worship Sunday, 9:00 AM
followed by fellowship
and refreshments. 1st
Sunday in Worship: Holy
Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck
Sunday.
Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives.
We assemble each Sun-
day to encourage each
other through singing,
studying, praying and
sharing in the Lord’s sup-
per. Simple—just like
what one reads about in
the New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San
Jose near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club). Come make new
Christian friends!

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120.  The
Rev. Shelley Booth Den-
ney, Rector Phone:408-
268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church
in Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nur-
ture and grow a strong
faith community of believ-
ers, a family of all ages,
where each member feels
welcomed, loved, valued
and empowered to serve.
Children are especially
welcomed and cherished
as an important part of
God's family. All junior
high and senior high stu-
dents are welcome to
participate in our Youth
Groups. During the
school year we have joint
Sunday School with our
sister church, the Con-
gregational Church of
Almaden Valley, UCC. The
Episcopal Church in
Almaden offers the fol-
lowing regular opportuni-
ties for worship: Sunday
at 7:30AM and 10:45AM,
Holy Communion service.
Each Sunday service is
followed by a coffee hour
for friendship and conver-
sation.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsanjose.org
2486 Ruby Ave,
San Jose CA 95148. 
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum" the
English meaning is "Peace
be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who are
Muslims, and what is the
Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and way
of life. Islam began in the
7th century. People who
follow Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is the
Divine book that guides
Muslims to practice Islam. 
"Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
latak"" the English mean-
ing is " May Allah (swt)
protect you and your family".
Please visit our website to
learn more.

FIRST CHURCH 
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San
Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a
community serving the
Christ from the heart of
the City, working to know
Jesus and make Jesus
known by serving, wor-
shipping, and learning
together.  Worship servic-
es are at 10:00 AM at the
Horace Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa
Clara Streets). Worship
includes both contempo-
rary and traditional music,
a message that is relevant
to real life, based in the
Bible, and meaningful to
people of all ages and
backgrounds.  We work in
our community to provide
real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counsel-
ing, and spiritual direction.
Our children's & families'
ministries include Sunday
classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike
rides and fishing trips.
Come, Make a Difference
and feel the difference
God can make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchSJ.net
See you on Facebook
2650 ABORN ROAD at
Kettmann, across from
Evergreen Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 50 Years. John S
Goldstein, Pastor
Christian Worship every

Sunday at 11.00 am
Together let us build lives
toward excellence!
Music Institute
(408) 791-7772
After School lessons on
Piano, Violin, Viola, Flute
PreSchool, Age 2-6
years. Caring for your
child with God’s love and
affection.

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our members.
If you are looking for an
active Christian faith
community, we invite
you to experience Holy
Spirit Parish Community.
All are welcome! We are
located at 1200 Red-
mond Avenue, San Jose,
CA 95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m. Mon-
day - Friday. Our week-
end Mass schedule is
Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish
Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or
408-997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. Information
on Faith Formation for
children and adults can
be obtained by calling
our Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in
the loop with our 3sixty
High School Youth Min-
istry by calling 408-997-
5106. Holy Spirit School
serves grades Pre-K
through 8th, and is locat-
ed at 1198 Redmond
Avenue. You can reach
the school office at 408-
268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 &
11:00 AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,
intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-

nity, promoting spiritual
growth, reaching out to
people in need and
whereyou get to know
peopleby name. We
offer children's religious
education (CREATE);
Youth Ministry (BLAST
& X-STATIC); Scripture
Study (day & evening);
Senior's Group and
many other adult min-
istries as well. Saint
Anthony parish is locat-
ed in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120. Our
weekend Masses are at
4 p.m. on Saturday at
our historic church at
21800 Bertram Road in
New Almaden, CA
95042 and on Sunday at
8:30 a.m.,10:30 a.m.,
and 5:30 p.m. at the
McKean Road location.
Our Parish Office is open
Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and Tuesday thru Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and
1 - 4 p.m. For more infor-
mation, stop by the
Parish Office or call
(408) 997-4800, or visit
our website at www.
churchstanthony.com.
Fr. Larry Hendel, Pastor.

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh) means
"disciple" or "student." A
Sikh is a practitioner of the
faith founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak in
Punjab of old British India.
A Guru who is a "teacher"
or "enlightener" completes
the relationship of teach-
ing and learning.  Sikhism
is monotheistic and
stresses the equality of all
men and women. Sikhs
believe in three basic prin-
ciples; meditating on the
name of God (praying),
earning a living by honest
means and sharing the
fruits of one's labor with
others. Currently there  are
close to one million Sikhs
living in the USA and
Canada and 25 million
Sikhs living around the
world. Sikhism is the 5th
largest religion in the
world.  At the Gurdwara
(House of God) in San
Jose we welcome all. We
pray daily for peace and
prosperity for everybody
in the world.  Come to
visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365 days of
the year and serves com-
plementary vegetarian
meals.  We also encour-
age you to enter our histo-
ry room on site and walk

the beautiful grounds.
Learn more about us and
community events we
sponsor by visiting our
website; http://www. San-
JoseGurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofassisi.com
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an
inclusive diverse commu-
nity striving to serve as
Disciples of Jesus Christ
in the footsteps of St.
Francis, offering prayerful
and joyful liturgies; evan-
gelization, fellowship, and
service opportunities to
the community. We offer
spiritual opportunities for
all ages, including chil-
dren's liturgy, dynamic
E.C.H.O - Jr. High, IGNITE
- High School and North
Star -Young Adult Min-
istries, along with small
faith communities and
opportunities to help the
poor and marginalized of
San Jose. Our Preschool
is the only Catholic Pre-
school offering quality
family oriented service in
the Evergreen and Silver
Creek areas. Our Chapel,
Gathering Hall, Parish
Office, Mission Center,
Parish Gift Shop, Memori-
al Garden and Preschool
are all located at 5111
San Felipe Rd. Please
come join us to worship
at one of the following
times and locations: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday 5:00PM,
Sunday 8:30 AM, 10:30
AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese),
6:00 PM Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gath-
ering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo Mass -
Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Com-
munity (Cribari Auditori-
um) Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Come join us and share
your presence with us so
that together we may grow
and share our gifts to help
build God's Kingdom!

For Worship
listing 

ads, call
408.483-5458

The Almaden Senior Association mem‑
bers are a diverse group of enthusiastic,
active, 50+ adults who enjoy new learn‑
ing opportunities, new experiences, and
new adventures. 

Membership in the Almaden Senior Asso‑
ciation offers discounts and opportunities
to enjoy . . . 

•  exercise classes for all levels of ability;
•  lunches and other social programs

organized and run by members of the Associ‐
ation;

•  book clubs, cooking, computer and photography classes;
•  trips to local and not so local places of interest such as the Steinbeck Muse‐

um in Salinas, Whale Watching in Monterey, casino trips and more.

As a member you’re encouraged to help plan these activities and suggest new
ones to enjoy. The Senior Association Philanthropy Program set up a process to
donate funds to other non‐profit organizations that reflect our mission.

Connected
We enjoy meeting new people, making new connections and getting involved. All
volunteer opportunities are based on your time and energy commitment. Fees for
classes, trips and social events are kept low because of senior volunteer participa‐
tion and membership strength.

Stop by the main desk at the Almaden Community Center and ask for an applica‐
tion today. Yearly dues of $10 are returned to you by discounts to most of the pro‐
grams  you participate in.

Join us today, meet new people and get involved with classes and programs that
will enhance your life  and open new doors.

For more information, go to www.almadenseniors.org
Contact via email: alamadenseniors1@gmail.com
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Shoe Repair Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern Califor-
nia. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some

supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the
school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great 

combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices! 
Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 

Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:
info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

Call to place your 
ad today!  

408-494-7000

JewelryClocks

DIRECTV Stream - The Best of Live &
On-Demand On All Your Favorite
Screens. CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12 months. Stream on
20 devices in your home at once.
HBO Max included for 3 mos
(w/CHOICE Package or higher.) No
annual contract, no hidden fees!
Some restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-
408-882-9465

The bathroom of your dreams for as
little as $149/month! BCI Bath &
Shower. Many options available. Qual-
ity materials & professional installa-
tion. Senior & Military Discounts
Available. Limited Time Offer - FREE
virtual in-home consultation now and
SAVE 15%! Call Today! 1-844-988-
1663

Become a Published Author. We want
to Read Your Book! Dorrance Publish-
ing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Comprehensive
Services: Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution. Call for
Your Free Author`s Guide 1-866-603-
1640 or visit http://dorranceinfo.com/
evergreen

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid, pre-
pare for power outages and power
your home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down Financing Option.
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote
today. Call 1-877-920-0653

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting battery
of Inogen One. Free information kit!
Call 855-977-5344

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED
Life Insurance! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay
funeral and other final expenses.Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company-
877-864-3769 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/almaden

The COVID crisis has cost us all
something. Many have lost jobs and
financial security. Have $10K In Debt?
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car
Loans. Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF!
We can help! Get a FREE debt relief
quote: Call 1-650-383-1785

Employment

Remodeling

TimesClassifieds

Diamond Auto Detail
San Jose

Has your car or truck lost its luster? Are you embarrassed to
be seen in it? Let us bring back the shine with buffing, polish‐
ing, color sanding, complete interior treatment, engine steam
clean, overspray, paint sealant and more. Appointment is
required, please be sure to call ahead to get on her schedule.

Rocio Salcedo
(408) 294‑4135
74 S Autumn St
San Jose, CA 95110

Auto Detailing

Expires April 28, 2022.

Business Administrative Specialist
Provide administrative support for project management.

Bachelor's in Business Admin related. 
Avaco Inc. 4320 Stevens Creek Blvd #122, San Jose, CA 95129

Notices



The Swan has been the #1 Agent in Almaden Valley each year for the last 13 years as measured by Dollars per Agent Per Year. And 
2021 was no exception. She is the only Almaden Valley specialist to have been nationally ranked and recognized twice by The Wall 
Street Journal/RealTrends for being in the Top 250 Agents in the US. Additionally, Swan is consistently among the Top 100 Agents in 
the SF Bay Area.

If you are thinking of selling your home, now is the time to start planning. Call me as soon as possible.

Therese Swan
408.656.8240  
tswan@tswan.com
AlmadenValleyRealEstate.com
DRE 01355719

Unbridled elegance in this architectural masterpiece with private driveway and wooded views. This stunning custom estate showcases an open 

More Photos and Full Video Available at AlmadenValleyRealEstate.com

21290  
CINNABAR  HILLS  ROAD
Almaden Valley

$3,950,000 
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