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Santa Clara
County makes
historic fire chief
appointment  
SEE PAGE 4

ChefCentury: New 
culinary niche provides
chefs support with
kitchen, marketing,
delivery – SEE PAGE 15

Commerce woes
San Jose business travel tourism 

takes a major hit
SEE PAGE 9

Athenna Crosby
of Almaden Valley
will compete in
Miss California
USA pageant 
representing 
San Jose

By William Bellou
Publisher

A
thenna Michaela Crosby
of Almaden Valley has
been named Miss San Jose

in the Miss California USA pag‐
eant which will be held June 3‐
5 in Anaheim, CA.

Each year two young women
are crowned Miss California USA
and Miss California Teen USA.
The pageant provides a positive,
fun environment in which young
women have the opportunity to
develop skills that will help them
win in life by being their per‐
sonal best in everything they do;
building self‐confidence, indi‐
vidual pride, and a greater self‐
awareness. 

“I’m so excited to be compet‐
ing in Miss California USA 2022
representing my hometown of
San Jose,” Crosby said. “As a for‐
mer Miss California Teen USA ,
the pressure is definitely on for
me to perform well.”

Athenna, a Leland High School
graduate, explained that the Miss
California USA competition is
even more competitive, as the

See CROSBY, page 7

SEE OUR LISTINGS OF LOCAL REALTORS, CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING AND HOME IMPROVEMENT ADVERTISEMENTS INSIDE THE BACK COVER

Candidates
share views at
State Assembly
Candidates
Forum 

By Lorraine Gabbert
Senior Staff Writer

C
andidates running for the 28th
State Assembly District shared
their views on decreasing

poverty, homelessness and crime at
a recent Almaden Valley Communi‐
ty Association forum.

Monte Sereno Councilmember Liz
Lawler, former Santa Cruz County
Clerk Gail Pellerin and Los Gatos
Mayor Rob Rennie faced off, vying
for Assemblyman Mark Stone’s seat. 

Rennie said homelessness is a top
priority and rapid rehousing is essen‐

tial to people being able to keep their
jobs. He said less‐expensive, faster‐
built homes for the unhoused are
needed and called for expanded serv‐
ices for mental health and substance
abuse treatment. 

Concerned with public safety, Ren‐

nie said he ensured the Los Gatos
police department is well staffed,
trained and has the equipment need‐
ed for effective community policing.
He purchased cameras to sight stolen
cars used in property crimes enter‐
ing the city. 

“In Los Gatos, we’re catching those
serial property crime thieves with
cars loaded with stolen goods from
other cities,” he said. 

Rennie said he utilized his expe‐
rience as a small business owner,
city councilmember and mayor to
champion small businesses, stream‐
lining processes to make doing busi‐
ness easier and working to change
ordinances to help businesses inno‐
vate. Concerned about climate
change, he was a founding board
member of Silicon Valley Clean Ener‐
gy, which reduces greenhouse gas
emissions by providing carbon free
electricity. 

Pellerin said she stands for equi‐
ty, dignity and integrity. Having
served in public service both local‐
ly and on the state level, she wants
to shape policy around mental health,
affordable housing, health care, edu‐
cation, climate change and public
safety. 

“I’m dedicated to creating a more
sustainable, equitable and healthier
community,” she said, “and improv‐
ing government access, especially
for those who are most in need of
services.” 

Pellerin said as suicide is the sec‐
ond leading cause of death for chil‐
dren ages 10‐15, she wants to ensure
mental health services receive the
vital resources they need. Housing
the homeless is also important to her.

See CANDIDATES, page 19

Candidates for the State Assembly, Liz Lawler, Gail Pellerin and Rob Rennie, faced off at a recent AVCA forum.

Leland robotics team Quixilver division
winners at FIRST World Championship

I
n another historic event for
Almaden Valley’s Leland High
School’s robotics team, 604

Quixilver emerged as Carver Divi‐
sion Champions at the FIRST
World’s Championship at the
George R. Brown Convention Cen‐
ter in Houston, Texas on April 23. 

This was the first championship
event since 2019, as the 2020 sea‐
son was canceled. The 2021 event
was fully remote, so most students
were brand new to seeing a tour‐
nament of this size (450 teams)
and competition level. 

FIRST (For Inspiration and
Recognition of Science and Tech‐

See QUIXILVER, page 7

Athenna
Crosby

QUIXILVER DIVISION WINNERS!
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Pioneer High School 
graduate Joshua Kendra
earns Dean's Award 
with Distinction at 
Colgate University

Joshua Kendra, a member of
the Colgate University Class
of 2025, has earned the Fall

2021 Dean's Award with Distinc‐
tion.

Kendra, of Almaden Valley, is an
Astronomy/Physics major and is
a graduate of Pioneer High School.

Students who receive a term
grade point average of 3.6 or high‐
er while completing at least three
courses during the Fall 2021
semester earn the Dean's Award
with Distinction.

Colgate is a leading American
university for students who want
classes with rigor, faculty with pas‐
sion, and confidence in knowing
they will learn how to thrive in
work and life. Colgate offers 56
majors and supports 25 Division
I athletic teams on a campus of
about 3,000 students in central
New York.

The Honor Society
of Phi Kappa Phi
inducts new 
members

Ashley Bonfoey and Zahid Rasuli
of Almaden Valley have been
inducted into the Honor Society of
Phi Kappa Phi, the nation's oldest
and most selective collegiate honor
society for all academic disciplines.

Bonfoey and Rasuli attend the
University of the Pacific.

Membership In Phi Kappa Phi is
by invitation only and requires
nomination and approval by a
chapter. Only the top 10 percent
of seniors and 7.5 percent of jun‐
iors are eligible for membership.
Graduate students in the top 10
percent of the number of candi‐
dates for graduate degrees may
also qualify, as do faculty, pro‐
fessional staff and alumni who
have achieved scholarly distinc‐
tion.

Phi Kappa Phi was founded in
1897 under the leadership of
undergraduate student Marcus L.
Urann who had a desire to create
a different kind of honor society:
one that recognized excellence in
all academic disciplines. Today,
the Society has chapters on more
than 325 campuses in the United
States, its territories and the
Philippines. 

YSI Nature Center
grand re‑opening
Vasona Lake County
Park, Los Gatos

The Youth Science Institute (YSI)
Nature Center is set for a grand
reopening on Saturday, May 28
from 11a.m. to 1p.m.

Explore the new nature diora‐
mas depicting the wildlife com‐
munity living along Los Gatos
Creek as it flows into Vasona Lake. 

Reacquaint yourself with many
of the animals, past and present;
all native to the area. 

Guests can explore drawers of
wildlife artifacts to learn how ani‐
mals thrive in their native habi‐
tats.

Santa Clara County Parks and
Recreation Department have been
precious natural resources for
Santa Clara County residents for
more than 60 years; the largest
regional park systems in the State
of California.

The YSI Nature Center is locat‐
ed at Vasona Lake County Park,
333 Blossom Hill Road in Los Gatos.
The center is open to the public
from Monday – Friday 9 a.m. – 4:30
p.m. and Saturday 11a.m. – 3 p.m.
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ValleyCurrents
cur|rent (adj.) Present, topical, timely, newsworthy. (n.) Movement in a definite direction, a flow.

Santa Clara 
County makes 
historic fire chief
appointment
Newly appointed Santa Clara Coun‑
ty Fire Chief Suwanna Kerdkaew 

By William Bellou
Publisher

S
anta Clara County Fire Department is celebrat‐
ing the hiring of its first woman fire chief in the
department’s 75‐year history. 

Suwanna Kerdkaew (pictured right), who previ‐
ously served as the department’s Deputy Chief of
Administration, was appointed by the county Board
of Supervisors. She replaces former chief Tony Bow‐
den, who has retired after being on leave of absence
due to an injury. 

“I am happy to appoint Suwanna Kerdkaew as the
new Santa Clara County Fire Chief; her extensive expe‐
rience within the Department made her an ideal can‐
didate for the role,” said Mike Wasserman, the pres‐
ident of the Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors.

The 20‐year fire department veteran, who began
her career in the biotechnology industry before piv‐
oting to become a firefighter, said she wanted to work
in community service after volunteering for organi‐
zations and hospitals in San Francisco. 

Kerdkaew was hired in 2002 and served as fire‐
fighter, engineer, paramedic, captain, battalion chief,
deputy chief and assistant chief.  She becomes the
10th chief in the history of the department.  She joined
the department as a firefighter because of her desire
to work in community service after a stint as a vol‐
unteer for organizations and hospitals in San Fran‐
cisco.  

Kerdkaew is not only making history as the fire

department’s first woman chief,   but also represent‐
ing LGBT as an Asian American and Pacific Islander
(AAPI). Her appointment fills an important void in the
Fire Department; lack of women. 

“Having Suwanna as fire chief really speaks to the
important opportunity to see a strong woman at the
top,” he said, “helping ensure we create an environ‐
ment that is inclusive for more women to serve in fire
service.”

Kerdkaew began as a firefighter engineer while
studying to be a paramedic, and was promoted to fire
captain in 2011. Six years later, she became battalion
chief and then deputy chief. She also worked as inter‐
im deputy director of county communications.

San Jose ranks in top 
10 for solar energy 
use in the U.S.
San Jose is now ranked eighth for solar energy
use in new U.S study, ‘Top 20 shining cities.’ 

M
ore than 50 U.S. cities were analyzed by Environ‐
ment California Research and Policy’s Shining
Cities 2022.

Los Angles ranked No. 1, leading the nation in solar ener‐
gy capacity. Honolulu, Hawaii, had the highest rank per
capita, San Diego trailed behind at No. 2 in the total capac‐
ity category, topping cities like Las Vegas and San Anto‐
nio, Texas, until San Jose took the eighth spot. Sacramen‐
to ranked No. 14, followed by San Francisco, No. 18, and
Riverside, No. 19.

More than 1 million California homes and businesses
have rooftop solar panels. A short time earlier this month,
the state set a new record in using clean renewable ener‐
gy at 97.6%, according to the California Independent Sys‐
tem Operator.

N O T E B O O K
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ASK THE DMV

REAL ID
enforcement 
a year away

R
EAL ID federal enforcement date is
one year away. Apply online to get a
REAL ID now!

The REAL ID federal
enforcement date is just
one year away, beat the
rush! Starting May 3,
2023, the U.S. Depart‐
ment of Homeland Secu‐
rity will require a valid
passport or other feder‐
ally approved identifica‐
tion, like a REAL ID dri‐
ver’s license or identification card, to board
flights within the United States and access
secure federal facilities like military bases.
Start your online application today and get
REAL ID ready in three simple steps:

1. Gather your identification documents
2. Complete your online application and

upload your documents
3. Visit the DMV office to complete your

REAL ID application 
Visit dmv.ca.gov/realid for a complete list

of acceptable documents and to begin your
online application. 

Q1: What type of documents are required
to apply for my REAL ID?

A1: 1 original or certified proof of iden‐
tity and 2 different printed proofs of Cali‐
fornia residency are required.

1 original or certified proof of identity*
• Examples: valid passport, birth certifi‐

cate, valid permanent resident card 
*If your name on your proof of identity

is different from the name on your other
documents you will need a legal name
change document (Examples: marriage cer‐
tificate, adoption papers)

Two different prin‐
ted proofs of Califor‐
nia residency 

• Examples: utility
bill, bank statement,
insurance documents,
tax return, rental or
lease agreement, school
documents

Q2: Do I have to
wait for my current license or ID to expire
before I get a REAL ID?

A2: No, you can apply for the REAL ID
before your current driver license or ID
expires! Be aware that your new REAL ID
will hold the same expiration date as your
current driver license or ID. Keep in mind
that as the enforcement date gets closer,
wait times are estimated to get longer. Don’t
delay and apply today to beat the rush!

For more information, please visit
dmv.ca.gov/realid 

Times News
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Crosby
Continued from page 1
winner goes on to Miss USA, where she has the
chance to advance to Miss Universe, the most
prestigious pageant in the world.  She is the
recipient of two "Miss Congeniality" awards
during her pageant career.  

Athenna said, “Being a former teen queen is
an advantage for me given that I know the
expectations of the organization and the skills
it takes to execute the job. Yet, it is a whole new
competition and I couldn't be more excited to
be competing with the most accomplished and
intelligent women across the state.”  

Athenna is involved in San Jose's communi‐
ty which she says is very important to her. 

“I am honored to be singing the National
Anthem at this week’s San Jose Giants game.
The San Jose Giants promote excellence amongst
their athletes, and many of them have gone on
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Quixilver
Continued from page 1
nology) Championship brings together com‐
peting teams from across the United States and
around the world.

Quixilver’s first‐place seeding in their divi‐
sion coming out of Qualification matches made
them an alliance captain. The team chose as
their partners Team 1323 ‐ Madtown Robot‐
ic from Madera High School, Madera, CA, Team
4153 ‐ Project Y from Los Alamos High School
in Los Alamos, NM. , and Team 3603 ‐ Cyber
Coyotes from Reed City High School  in Reed
City, Mi.

The Leland robot excelled based on its sim‐
plicity and efficiency as well as skillful driving.
After winning the Carver Division the team
advanced to compete in the round robin Ein‐
stein semi‐finals, finishing seeding 4th place,
essentially fourth place overall ranking for this
world championship event.

The FIRST Championship winners are decid‐
ed in a final match between the number one
and two seeded alliances at the end of the round
robin.

This is the team’s second season winning a
Division Championship. The last division that
the team won was in the Hopper Division in
2017 where they were ranked third at the end
of the round robin matches. 

While no strangers to the high‐level com‐
petition of the FIRST Championships, this was
the first year since 2017 that the Leland team
qualified through a winning robot, after being
1st seed and winning at the San Francisco
Regional and finalist at the Silicon Valley Region‐
al at San Jose State University. 

Leland’s Quixilver 604 Robotics team has
been a perennial competitor in the prestigious
FIRST Chairman’s Award category, which rec‐
ognizes the team that best represents a model
for other teams to emulate and best embodies
the purpose and goals of FIRST. The team has
advanced to the World Championship based
on their strength in the Chairman’s Award cat‐
egory for 11 out of the past 16 years.

This is the 31th Season of the FIRST Robot‐
ics Competition. There were 3200+ high school
teams in 26 countries competing in 58 region‐
al and 90 district events in order to qualify for
the four day Championship event.  

“We participate in the FIRST robotics com‐
petition to transform our culture by creating
a world where science and technology are cel‐
ebrated and where young people dream of
becoming science and technology heroes,” said
Dean Kamen, FIRST Founder. 

to play major league baseball for the SF Giants and other teams.
They compete at the local level and at the state level, just like a
pageant.” 

Aside from pageants, Athenna works as an actress, model, and
television host. Her most notable work was hosting "Eco Com‐
pany," which was a nationally syndicated show that aired on FOX
about environmental preservation.  

Athenna is currently the key host and moderator for Cinequest,
Silicon Valley's international film festival which just wrapped a
successful spring season.  The event is anticipating a return to an
in‐person festival format later this year. 

Athenna has also been a special guest on CBS Los Angeles, FOX
News Bay Area, and Good Morning San Diego, and her most recent
acting work includes two television commercials for Tahoe Blue
Vodka and Sway Energy Drinks. Additionally, she has worked as
a print and promotional model for brands such as Verizon Wire‐
less, Xfinity, iTan, Cupshe Swimwear, and Polo Ralph Lauren. 

Athenna was born and raised in San Jose and is a dual citizen
of the United States and Venezuela.   

Athenna Crosby Miss San José USA at San José Giants honoring the crowd, players,
and game by singing the US National Anthem on April 26. 
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mitted group of women who enjoy having fun while giving back to our community. We 
come together to volunteer as a group, to socialize with walks and fun activities and to 
put on annual community events, raising funds for local area non-profit organizations. 

 

Join our community of involved women!   

If you live in the San Jose area and are 
interested in learning more about us, 
please visit our website: https://
www.almadenwomen.org 
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Times News

San Jose 
business
tourism takes
major hit

By Eli Wolfe
Article courtesy of San José Spotlight

B
usiness travel is down across the Unit‐
ed States due to COVID‐19, but San
Jose is suffering worse than other major

cities.
Business leaders laid out the city’s rough

situation at a news conference held at the
San Jose Chamber of Commerce on Thurs‐
day. According to a report from the Ameri‐
can Hotel & Lodging Association (AHLA),
revenue from hotel business travel in the
U.S. is projected to be 23% lower than pre‐
pandemic figures from 2019.

San Jose relies heavily on business travel
revenue and is anticipated to bring in near‐
ly $590 million this year—a 51.8% drop
compared to 2019. In terms of revenue
decline, San Jose is faring worse than Oak‐
land, Chicago and Boston, but better than San
Francisco or New York, according to the
report.

Chip Rogers, president and CEO of AHLA,
said San Jose is also expected to see a drop
in leisure travel by 16%. He emphasized the
decline in business travel will have a wider
impact on the city.

Rogers said San Jose stands to lose about
$750 million in economic activity in 2022
compared to what the city gained from busi‐
ness travel in 2019.

Like other major cities, the pandemic hit
San Jose hard. Businesses, especially in the
downtown area, were temporarily—and in
some cases permanently—shuttered due to
public health restrictions and the massive
drop in foot traffic.

Norman Y. Mineta San Jose International
Airport near downtown is seeing more trav‐
elers, but the holiday peak saw 300,000 fewer
passengers than pre‐pandemic. Team San
Jose, a nonprofit that manages the city’s

tourism, reported zero dollars in revenue in
2021, with officials citing the closed con‐
vention center as a major contributing fac‐
tor.

However, there are signs San Jose’s econ‐
omy is perking up. Unemployment is drop‐
ping across Silicon Valley. San Jose is con‐
sidering the permanent closure of streets in
San Pedro Square to vehicle traffic, which
some business owners claim will bring in
more patrons. Hilton San Jose recently
opened the South Bay’s largest hotel, Signia,
to replace the iconic Fairmont.

Laura Chmielewski, vice president of Team
San Jose, said the city is still 14,000 hotel
and hospitality jobs short of pre‐pandemic
levels, although it added 2,000 of these jobs
last month. She acknowledged business and
group travel is recovering slowly, which
makes it important for the city to invest more
heavily in destination marketing. She noted
a campaign last year to invite leisure trav‐
elers to San Jose yielded a return on invest‐
ment of $30 for every dollar spent.

“It pays off,” Chmielewski told San José
Spotlight. “If you gave me a dollar in the last
year, we’ve given back four dollars in taxes
alone—and that’s not even talking about the
revenue small businesses, hotels, attractions
and retail have benefited from.”

Chmielewski said some cities have invest‐
ed in destination marketing for decades—
in San Francisco’s case, shortly after the 1906
earthquake. She emphasized it’s vital for
elected leaders to allocate funding for more
tourism.

Derrick Seaver, president and CEO of the
San Jose Chamber of Commerce, said Team
San Jose and the business community want
to cultivate both leisure and work travelers.
He noted better messaging about various
San Jose tourist attractions, such as the Win‐
chester Mystery House or Santana Row, could
help bring in curious in‐state and out‐of‐
state visitors.

Seaver said San Jose faces competition
from states such as Texas, Florida and Ari‐
zona, where more lenient COVID‐19 rules
have made it easier to promote tourist des‐
tinations. Santa Clara County only recently
lifted its indoor mask mandate for businesses.

“I think we just need this consistent mes‐
sage that we’re open for business, that it’s
full steam ahead and we’re not going to back‐
slide,” Seaver told San José Spotlight.

Chip Rogers, president and CEO of the American Hotel & Lodging Association, San Jose Chamber
of Commerce President and CEO Derrick Seaver and Team San Jose Vice President Laura Chmielews-
ki speak on May 5 about declining business travel in San Jose. Photo by Eli Wolfe.
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Times Op Ed

By Dominic Cortese
Former Assembly member and current 

San Jose resident

N
orm Mineta and I served locally, start‐
ing during turbulent times with the
Vietnam War, the War on Poverty and

social unrest as we moved closer to the mil‐
lennium. Norm was Mayor of San Jose; I was
a Santa Clara County Supervisor.  

We saw each other often and stayed in
touch and it seemed like we never missed
each other’s political cam‐
paign events. One was my
event at then Le Baron Hotel
in North San Jose.  Norm had
a knack for remembering
names while walking
through the crowd, and
sometimes mixed in a slight
touch of business with peo‐
ple such as “Hey did you get
that permit?” 

The major issues at the
time involved growth. I
recall phone calls and lunch‐
es when I enjoyed Norm’s
quiet sense of humor as we
discussed my position on
LAFCO, the Local Agency Formation Com‐
mission which dealt with population growth,
city and county boundaries and special dis‐
tricts such as Fire, Water, Lighting, etc. Our
consensus at the time was approaching trans‐
portation challenges, housing matters and
fair representation with an eye toward
regionalism.  

Norm and I had a couple of hardy laughs
over serious matters, too. A former San Jose
City Manager previously with the City of San
Diego once urged Norm to go along with
something called progressive city funding.
Known as a “Mayor’s Sign Off,” it would have
allowed mayors to sign off on any funds com‐
ing to the county or its cities. It made head‐
lines in the local news where I was very
vocal in my opposition. At a mutually attend‐
ed gathering in Monterey with the newspa‐
per on the table, Norm walked by, and I
attempted a weak apology. He threw up his
arms and we both laughed. My laugh includ‐
ed a tinge of embarrassment.  

One of my favorite memories of Norm

involved the time, as Mayor, he was on a
dais which became surrounded by protes‐
tors. Norm calmly completed the meeting
as if nobody was distracting him.  

Norm became a Member of Congress, and
I was elected to the California Assembly.

During a visit to Washington D.C, Norm
personally took my wife Suzanne and I to
the House Chambers, the Legislative Dining
Room, up and down elevators and even sat
us in the chair of the Speaker of the House.  

One day, as I sat alone in
my Assembly Office in
Sacramento there was a
quiet knock on the open
door. Then Congressman
Norm Mineta walked in, sat
himself in front of me and like
a constituent and said, "I
understand you have some
very important issues before
the Assembly today that I
would like to discuss with
you." On another occasion,
I was sitting in his Wash‐
ington office with him when
an important call came in
from a Santa Clara County

official. Norm turned to me and said, "shall I
take this call?" as if to ask my permission.

I was assisting with a property use expan‐
sion proposal and decided to call Norm in
Washington. As we traded old stories, the
conversation turned to be what was a very
serious proposal by a well‐known City Coun‐
cil Member to convert the entire downtown
area into a cemetery. It was good for a hardy
laugh. Norm pointed out that it would take
an endless amount of time and effort to clar‐
ify the non‐feasibility to the public.

Norm and I had a lot in common person‐
ally. We were both San Jose natives. We
treasured the wisdom of grateful American
immigrant fathers. Farming was a familiar
topic to us, and we enjoyed joining togeth‐
er to honor local agricultural achievements
in the Santa Clara Valley. We shared bowls
of soup in San Jose’s Japantown. To para‐
phrase the words of author Leo Buscaglia,
sharing a bowl of soup was quiet company
during which we did not have to climb any
mountains.  

L-R: Dominic Cortese and Norm Mineta

Remembrances of the 
Honorable Norm Mineta
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Times Feature

Your Realtor
Ad Here: 
Just $89!

Call now to place your ad 
by phone: (408) 494-7000

TECH JARGON OF THE WEEK

Facial Recognition
Have you ever stumbled into a conversation

where everyone is speaking around this “techie”
word – and even after you’ve broken in, it is dif-
ficult to understand the unfamiliar jargon and
acronyms? Well, there’s no need to sweat it. Let
me teach you the meaning of some commonly
used tech words:

Facial Recognition
Facial recognition is a blossoming field of tech-

nology that is at once exciting and problematic.
If you've ever unlocked your iPhone by looking
at it, or asked Facebook or Google to go through
an unsorted album and show you pictures of your
kids, you've seen facial recognition in action.

Whether you want it to or not, facial recogni-
tion is poised to play an ever-growing role in your
life. Your face could be scanned at airports or con-
certs with or without your knowledge. You could
be targeted by personalized ads thanks to cam-
eras at shopping malls. Facial recognition has
plenty of upside. The tech could help smart home
gadgets get smarter, sending you notifications
based on who it sees and offering more conven-
ient access to friends and family.

Developers can use Amazon Rekognition, an
image analysis service that's part of the Amazon
AI suite, to add facial recognition and analysis fea-
tures to an application. Google provides a similar
capability with its Google Cloud Vision API. The
technology, which uses machine learning to detect,
match and identify faces, is being used in a wide
variety of ways, including entertainment and mar-

keting. The Kinect motion gaming system, for
example, uses facial recognition to differentiate
among players. Smart advertisements in airports
are now able to identify the gender, ethnicity and
approximate age of a passersby and target the
advertisement to the person's demographic.

How this works?
The software identifies 80 nodal points on a

human face. In this context, nodal points are end-
points used to measure variables of a person’s face,
such as the length or width of the nose, the depth
of the eye sockets and the shape of the cheekbones.
The system works by capturing data for nodal
points on a digital image of an individual’s face
and storing the resulting data as a faceprint. The
faceprint is then used as a basis for comparison
with data captured from faces in an image or video.

Even though the facial recognition system only

uses 80 nodal points, it can quickly and accurately
identify target individuals when the conditions are
favorable. However, if the subject’s face is par-
tially obscured or in profile rather than facing for-
ward, or if the light is insufficient, this type of soft-
ware is less reliable.

But at the very least, facial recognition raises
questions of privacy. Experts have concerns rang-
ing from the overreach of law enforcement to sys-
tems with hidden racial biases, to hackers gain-
ing access to your secure information.

For better or worse, facial recognition is here
now and spreading quickly.

Do you enjoy reading this column?  Send in your
comments or feedback to the author at
shub.saxen@gmail.com. Shubhi Asthana works as
a Research Senior Software Engineer at the IBM
Almaden Research Center, San Jose.
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San Jose officials
tighten water
restrictions for
new developments

By Eli Wolfe
Article courtesy of San José Spotlight

S
an Jose officials are restricting water
use for new developments, but con‐
servationists want to see the city take

more aggressive steps.
In response, San Jose councilmembers

voted Tuesday to amend the city’s water
efficient landscape ordinance—a 1993 rule
which is periodically updated. City officials
said there’s an urgent need for new devel‐
opments to only install drought‐tolerant
landscapes, citing the extreme dry condi‐
tions affecting the Bay Area and the state.

The amended ordinance applies to any
new residential or business project with a
landscape area, and it bars the use of high‐
water use plants, such as Kentucky bluegrass.
It also prohibits turf—with a few excep‐
tions—and the use of water sprinkler sys‐
tems.

Conservationists applaud San Jose for
adopting stricter landscaping requirements,
but say the city will need more stringent
measures in the near future to save water,
given the severity of the state’s drought.

“I can only see it getting worse, not bet‐
ter,” Bryan Mekechuk, Monte Sereno vice
mayor and a member of Water Rates Advo‐
cates for Transparency, Equity and Sus‐
tainability, told San José Spotlight.

San Jose officials declared a water short‐
age last October, following months of arid con‐
ditions across the Bay Area and much of Cal‐
ifornia. Water wholesaler Valley Water
approved a rate hike of up to 9.1% last May,
and San Jose Municipal Water System
increased the average rate for consumers in
North San Jose and Alviso by 8%, and for res‐
idents in Evergreen and Edenvale by 12.7%. 

Some advocates are fighting San Jose
Water Company’s attempt to increase rates
for hundreds of thousands of customers.

Jeffrey Provenzano, deputy director of the
water resources division in San Jose’s Envi‐
ronmental Services Department, said the
city is encouraging people to convert their
lawns to landscapes for native plants. In a
presentation for the City Council, Provenzano
highlighted the difference in maintaining a
grass lawn versus a landscape of very low
water‐use plants: 37,975 gallons a year com‐

pared to 3,798.
Some conservationists believe the city may

require people to rip up their lawns if the
drought worsens, following the lead of
Nevada, which mandated the removal of
some ornamental lawns. Provenzano said
that is unlikely to happen in San Jose, but
noted it’s difficult to predict what actions
will be necessary in the future.

“If we do not receive a decent amount of
rain next winter, there could be even more
water restrictions to the point where water‐
ing grass isn’t a viable option,” he told San
José Spotlight.

Conserving water
Dennis Murphy, water and sustainable life

director at Sustainable Silicon Valley, said
San Jose struggles with residential water
usage compared to neighboring San Fran‐
cisco because more people have yards that
need watering. He said the city’s measures
are good, but need to be accompanied by peo‐
ple changing their water habits. He added
the city needs to increase communication
about water conservation.

“The biggest challenge is outreach,” Mur‐
phy told San José Spotlight. “Ultimately, how
do they sell this from an awareness stand‐
point?”

Other environmentalists said San Jose may
want to look to other California cities for
inspiration on how to save water. Gladwyn
d’Souza, conservation committee chair for
the Sierra Club Loma Prieta Chapter, said Los
Angeles implemented water microgrids,
which help the city more effectively capture
rain and stormwater. He also cited the Sales‐
force tower in San Francisco which reuses
all water on site.

“As one of the largest cities in the state,
San Jose really needs to begin to address
these issues in the age of climate change,
drought and wildfires,” d’Souza told San José
Spotlight.

Newsha Ajami, chief development officer
for research for earth and environmental
sciences at Lawrence Berkeley National Lab,
said residents can lessen individual water
use by swapping out inefficient home appli‐
ances. She emphasized the public is not suf‐
ficiently aware of how dire conditions are
becoming.

“This year you have to think about if you
can keep your lawns green or not, but next
year might be, ‘can I shower or drink water
or cook?’” Ajami told San José Spotlight.
“Thank God we’re not in any of these situa‐
tions right now, we’re sort of managing, but
the reality is the less water we use, the more
water that’s left in the system in case next
year is another dry year.”

San Jose is tightening water restrictions for landscaping in new developments. File photo.



SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 n ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COMPAGE 14 n ALMADEN TIMES n MAY 13 – MAY 26, 2022

Times Community

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book!

Dorrance Publishing: Trusted by Authors Since 1920

Book manuscript submissions currently being
reviewed. Comprehensive Services: Consultation,

Production, Promotion and Distribution

Call for Your Free Author’s Guide 
1-844-593-0381

or visit dorranceinfo.com/almtimes

Church linked to
recent kidnapping 
also tied to alleged
exorcism death of 
three‑year‑old girl

T
he recent kidnapping and safe recov‐
ery of a 3‐month‐old boy, Brandon
Cuellar, resulted in two individuals

being charged with the crime who alleged‐
ly knew his mother from a church she attend‐
ed. 

The boy’s grandmother, Victoria Mejia,
told a reporter last week that she had met
the supposed linchpin of the kidnapers, Yese‐
nia Guadalupe Ramirez, 43, at church serv‐
ices and then befriended her, seeming to
hover nearby when her baby grandson Bran‐
don was near.

Alleged possible exorcism death last
year of three year old being investigated

The church is now being linked to the death
of a 3‐year‐old girl last year.

Police were called to a South Bay church
in September 2021 for a separate incident
that involved the death of a 3‐year‐old girl
at the Iglesia Evangelicas Apostoles y Pro‐
fetas. The church operates out of the back
room of a house and often posts its sermons
on YouTube.

According to court documents, the death
occurred at the church as family members
were trying to rid the girl of an evil spirit
that took place September last year.  The
incident was a private matter, not streamed,
and it is alleged was some sort of exorcism
that resulted in the death of the little girl.

According to court documents, the
deceased girl’s mother told police she thought
the child was possessed by an evil spirit
"because the victim would wake up and
scream or cry periodically."

Brandon’s mom attends arraignment
The mother of 3‐month‐old Brandon

attended the arraignment of the two sus‐
pects in the kidnapping case.  She did not
comment on the case. 

It was learned that key suspect, Ramirez,
of the kidnapping had previously been
deported to El Salvador three times. 

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforce‐
ment (ICE) said the 43‐year‐old suspect had
been deported once in 2018 and twice in
2019. She spent 10 days in a Texas jail in
2019 for illegal entry into the United States,
ICE said.

ICE has placed a new detainer on Ramirez
with the Santa Clara County Jail which would
require Santa Clara County to hold onto
Ramirez whenever she is released so she
can be picked up and deported again. 

Currently the county doesn’t notify ICE
when an undocumented person is freed from
jail. But the request will most likely not be
acted upon according to Zelica Rodriguez‐
Deams with the Santa Clara County Office of
Immigrant Relations.

“The county has made a commitment not
to collaborate with ICE," Reodriguez‐Deams
said. "Especially because we want to make
sure that we are upholding the value of our
community, and our community feeling safe
and trusting for our local police."

The county, as a policy, does not notify ICE
when an undocumented immigrant is freed
from jail and it does not keep any inmate
longer than the law requires. 

Kidnapping victim 3-month old Brandon Cuel-
lar. “When Brandon was returned to her grand-
mother Ayala said, ‘I felt like my soul came back
to my body.’’’ 
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TASTY TALENTS

By William Bellou
Publisher

A
new San Jose venture called Chef‑
Century is promoting the talents of
an array of multi‐talented, multi‐

cultural chefs into a local commissary
kitchen to create sumptuous home deliv‐
ered meals.

The idea was spawned when an entre‐
preneur looking to make a difference dur‐
ing a pandemic met a chef who decided to
come out of retirement to cook home‐
delivered meals for his many longtime
clients. 

The new enterprise was founded and
funded by Richard Tam with Brad Kunkel.
Together they manage the kitchen oper‐
ations that bring both budding and expe‐
rienced culinarians in the kitchen:

“Focus on cooking. We handle the rest,”
is the duos motto. By “the rest,” Tam means
chefs have the use of a fully equipped and
licensed kitchen including marketing, deliv‐
ery and customer service support. This
new culinary niche allows chefs to do what
they do best, “showcase their culinary skills
and build a future in the emerging deliv‐
ery food industry.”

“A lot of chefs were devastated by COVID,
and I thought I should do something to
help the small guys,” said Tam. “So we
started the enterprise off as a social mis‐
sion, with a  profit‐sharing model which
provides 70 percent of the profits to the
chefs; with zero financial risk.”

Kunkel explained that Tam’s background

is not in restaurants — he was the
founder/CEO of a self‐publishing business
— but his heart is deep into the culinary
field now. 

“Richard’s heart is for the chefs. He wants
to help in every way humanly possible so
local chefs can pursue their culinary pas‐
sion,” Kunkel said.

During the last 18 months more than a
dozen chefs have joined with Tam and
Kunkel to fine‐tune their skills by prepar‐
ing lunches and dinners for deliveries,
experimenting with pop‐ups and donat‐
ing meals to charitable organizations.

Holiday creations 
Creating holiday meals for pickup or

home delivery is very popular with clients.
On Valentine’s Day, “Date in a Box” was a
creative idea that included dinner — a
cranberry ribeye with garlic smashed pota‐
toes, bacon‐wrapped asparagus, cho‐
colate‐covered strawberries — along with
a long‐stemmed rose, tea light candles and
red linen napkins. For St. Patrick’s Day,
Kunkel will be making Guinness‐braised
short ribs with roasted rosemary carrots
and green beans, smashed gold potatoes
with caramelized onions and a dessert of
Irish creme brulee — and tucking some
fun holiday facts into the decorated box.

Wellness meals
ChefCentury has been preparing home‐

delivered wellness meals that build on
Kunkel’s experience cooking for clients
under his brand, the Nutrition Kitchen.

Tam emphasizes that these are balanced

farm‐to‐table meals, not a diet plan. “There
are no false promises that this is a quick
fix. Eat well and you will get healthier over
time,” said Tam.

Kunkel, who has had long‐term success
with clients, said, “If the idea is a lifelong
commitment to eating well, you have to
make it interesting and not boring. You can’t
drink smoothies all day. The idea is to have
a variety of proteins and cuisines each
week. We’ll change it out based on the sea‐
sons.”

ChefCentury has reasonable price points.
For example $10‐$12 for lunches and $15‐
$18 for dinners, with no delivery fee. Tam
says the 25 to 30 percent fees being
charged by delivery services are “uncon‐
scionable.”

To learn more about the offerings of
ChefCentury, visit their website at: www.
chefcentury.com.

Chef Brad Kunkel’s kitchen has a focus on the cooking. Pictured above
is a London Broil from the kitchen.

The enterprise was founded and funded by Richard Tam (above) with Brad Kunkel (bottom left).

ChefCentury: New culinary
niche provides talented chefs
support with kitchen, marketing
and home delivery service  

Top: Nadia Shami, marketing. Above: Natasha Nguyen, Founder/Operations.

Quinoa tabouleh with souvlaki shrimp.
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S
teinway Society – The Bay Area pres‐
ents Alessandro Deljavan in perform‐
ances of Haydn and Chopin Saturday,

June 4, 7:30 p.m. at Montgomery Theater, 271
South Market Street in San Jose.

Born to an Italian mother and Persian
father, Alessandro Deljavan began learning
to play piano before the age of two and
debuted in concert at age three. He has since
performed extensively across Europe, Asia,
and North and South America.

Alessandro’s prize winnings include first
prize in the 1996 Concours musical de France,
and second prizes at the 2005 Hummel and
2010 Isangyun Competitions. He also was
awarded the jury discretionary awards at
the 2009 and 2013 Van Cliburn International
Piano Competitions, and fifth prize at the
2005 Gina Bachauer Young Artist Competi‐
tion.

Alessandro has an extensive discography
of over forty albums. He recently recorded
the complete Chopin waltzes, etudes, and
mazurkas; the complete piano/string works
of Taneyev; and the complete violin sonatas
of Grieg. His most recent recording of the com‐
plete Grieg Lyric Pieces was streamed over

200,000 times in its first month on Spotify.
He has also released an all‐Liszt album of the
complete Mephisto Waltzes and the Sonata
in B Minor, as well as a recording of the Bach
Goldberg Variations.

Alessandro graduated from the Conser‐
vatorio Statale di Musica Giuseppe Verdi and
the Istituto Gaetano Braga. He is currently
professor of piano at the U. Giordano Con‐
servatory of Music in Foggia, Italy.

The Program: 
Haydn, Variations in F Minor, Hob.XVII:6 
Haydn, Piano Sonata in F Major, Hob.XVI:23 
Haydn, Piano Sonata in E‐Flat Major, 
Hob. XVI/52
Chopin, Four Scherzos
1.    Scherzo No. 1 in B Minor, Op. 20
2.    Scherzo No. 2 in B‐Flat Minor, Op. 31
3.    Scherzo No. 3 in C‐Sharp Minor, Op. 39
4.    Scherzo No. 4 in E Major, Op. 54
About the Steinway Society
Steinway Society – The Bay Area is a non‐

profit organization based in Silicon Valley
which presents and promotes excellence in
classical piano music. Now in its 25th sea‐
son, this dedicated group of musicians,
pianists, teachers and arts lovers presents a

series of classical piano concerts featuring
international award‐winning pianists, as well
as a community outreach and in‐school pro‐
gram.

Ticket Prices: $42 to $65 for live per‐
formance. Streaming rickets: $40 per house‐

hold. Link is live for 48 hours from the time
of the live concert. Watch with your whole
family whenever you want. 

Purchase Tickets: https://steinwaysoci‐
ety.com; Box Office: 408.300.5635

Email: office@steinwaysociety.com

Alessandro Deljavan will perform Haydn and Chopin, Saturday, June 4. Photo by Luca Centola

Italian/Persian pianist Alessandro 
Deljavan performs for Steinway Society
Live and LiveStreamed June 4
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By Tran Nguyen
Article courtesy of San José Spotlight

S
anta Clara County has big plans for its 160‐
acre piece of land at the fairgrounds, but
if it doesn’t include a ball, bat or hurdles,

well then—no deal.
Since January, county officials have entered

into three negotiating agreements with vari‐
ous organizations that envision a new future
at the fairgrounds. 

Supervisor Cindy Chavez announced this
week the county’s agreement with San Jose
State University for a track and field facility at
the site. The county also has agreements with
San Jose Earthquakes and Major League Crick‐
et. Combined this would comprise 40 acres.

The county is considering a long‐term lease
of nine acres to SJSU that would be developed
into a track and field facility. The fairgrounds
facility would be used by the university and
the public.

“It will be an honor to host the legacy of San
Jose State’s iconic track program and the
Olympic Project for Human Rights,” Chavez
said Monday.

As the county eyes new multi‐million‐dollar
sporting facilities and stadiums, a group of res‐
idents continues to push for a plan to open the
fairgrounds for RV safe parking sites and pre‐
fabricated housing for homeless individuals.

“There should be an open public discussion
with the public about the fairgrounds,” Todd
Langton, executive director of homeless advo‐
cacy group Agape Silicon Valley, told San José
Spotlight. “Let the public decide what needs to
be done.”

The plan, which has received support from
nonprofits such as Loaves and Fishes and Down‐
town Street Team, could lift 800 people off the
streets and save the county roughly $23 million
annually, members of the group estimated.

Located along Tully Road, the fairgrounds
has been underutilized for years. It’s home to
the annual county fair, off‐track horse race bet‐
ting and a paintball arena. 

The site also has a shelter that serves 50 to
80 homeless people per night. Part of the area
also serves as the county’s largest COVID‐19
testing and vaccination site.

The group of homeless advocates, called the
Coalition for the Unhoused of Silicon Valley,
wants the county to carve out 13 acres to host
160 RV safe parking spaces and 240 tiny homes
to create multiple small communities, each
with 40 people. The plan envisions case work‐
ers and wraparound services available onsite
to help people quickly transition out of home‐

lessness and into permanent housing.
“We want this to show people that various

communities can coexist peacefully together,”
Virginia Becker, a coalition member, told San
José Spotlight. “There isn’t any reason why the
sports park can’t be built alongside this.”

Homeless problem persists
The proposal comes as the South Bay con‐

tinues to grapple with its homeless crisis that
has exploded in the last few years. Santa Clara
County saw an increase of 31% in its unhoused
population the last time it did a tally in 2019.
A new count is being conducted and analyzed,
but advocates and officials predict the issue
has only gotten worse.

For every person getting off the streets, two
more fall into homelessness in Santa Clara
County, according to the county’s estimation.

A homeless encampment near Columbus
Park in San Jose has grown to become one of
the largest camps in the Bay Area, where a few
hundred people are living in squalid conditions
and fear as the city is under a tight federal dead‐
line to clear the area by June 30. City officials
started posting notices of an upcoming sweep
last week but have not provided a clear path
forward for this population.

Chavez, a San Jose mayoral candidate whose
constituents are in the fairgrounds district, said
the county is focusing on other county‐owned
lands to expand its homeless services and
affordable housing inventory.

“We have four pieces of properties that we’re
bringing forward,” Chavez told San José Spot‐
light. “We’re not sitting around.”

Chavez also said she wants to see other dis‐
tricts in the county step up to help address the
homeless crisis. In San Jose, the district where
the fairgrounds is located accounts for rough‐
ly 18% of all affordable rentals  in the city, San
José Spotlight previously reported.

“Neighbors around here are saying, ‘we did
our part, now everybody else help,'” Chavez said.
“And I think that’s a fair request of them.”

The county declined to comment on its plans
at the fairgrounds.

Claudia Rossi, a county Office of Education
trustee running to replace termed‐out Supervi‐
sor Mike Wasserman, said she is supportive of
the proposal and would consider exploring tran‐
sitional housing at the fairgrounds if elected.

“Every municipality has to contribute to the
solutions,” Rossi told San José Spotlight, point‐
ing to a local school district proposal to subsi‐
dize housing for teachers. “What’s attractive
to me about this plan is it’s only asking for a
portion of the fairgrounds.”

The Santa Clara County Fairgrounds on March 31, 2020 as officials work to make a temporary homeless
shelter on the site during the COVID-19 outbreak. File photo by The 111th Group aerial photography.

It’s all about sports at the Santa
Clara County Fairgrounds



By Apoorva Panidapu

A
s a recap: this column,
Gems in STEM, is a place
to learn about various

STEM topics that I find exciting,
and that I hope will excite you
too. It will always be written to
be fairly accessible, so you don’t
have to worry about not having
background knowledge. How‐
ever, it does occasionally get
more advanced towards the end.
In the last issue, we talked a bit
about the idea of manipulating
matter and atoms at the nano‐
scale –which turns out to be pretty difficult.
However, we can explore the next best thing:
quantum dots! They have unique optical
properties that allow us to tune them to
any color we want. So what do we want?

QDs Be Crazy 
Quantum dots don’t just make for fun

light shows, their unique optical properties
and energy tunability mean that we can use
them for all sorts of applications where con‐
trolling light is important! Like photo‐
voltaics, imaging, detecting, luminescent
labels in biology, and so on! For the sake of
time, we’ll look at just three application
buckets here: solar cells, televisions, and
medicine.

Solar Cell My Soul to QDs
Quantum dots are great at capturing light

and converting it into electricity efficient‐
ly and, better yet, they require less space
than the more standard materials! Talk
about breakthrough technology—right now
people are very excited about what QDs can
do for solar cells.

In a traditional solar cell, photons of sun‐
light kick electrons out of a semiconductor
into a circuit and make electric power at a
low efficiency. Here come QDs to save the
day! Quantum dots can generate more than
one electron‐hole pair (or exciton) per pho‐
ton that knocks into them, which boosts
their efficiency in converting sunlight to
energy. This effect is called the multiple
exciton generation (MEG), and is much pre‐
ferred to the traditional solar cell’s single

produced electron per incoming
photon.

Beyond our friend MEG, quan‐
tum dots can be more easily
manufactured with inexpensive
materials that don’t need to be
extensively purified (like silicon)
and can be applied to cheap and
flexible substrates (aka the un‐
derlying layer), like lightweight
plastics. 

Well, this certainly (solar) sells
me on QDs!

Let’s Watch the QDs on TV
If channeling the literal sun

wasn’t enough, quantum dots are also now
being put into LCD TVs because they make
the pictures more colorful and vibrant (like
my personality… and also kinda like LSD). 

Their precise tunability gives us these
realistic colors, whereas a traditional LCD
is made from tiny combinations of red, blue,
and green crystals that are illuminated from
behind a bright backlight. Quantum dots
actually don’t even need a backlight, they

produce the light themselves, so they’re
much more energy efficient! This makes a
BIG difference for saving battery in small,
portable devices like your cell phone (and
helps make sure it doesn’t die at the exact
moment you need it). Quantum dots also
let you watch cute dog and cat videos at a
much higher‐resolution.

From purer colors to long battery life to
being cheap in price but not in quality, QDs
are considered the future of displays in all
sizes. That’s quantumazing. 

Let There Be Light…to Detect
Because quantum dots can be mapped to

a rainbow, scientists can use them to tar‐
get and color code cells, helping them visu‐
alize and track molecular surfaces within
cells. 

Unlike most organic dyes (which gener‐
ally have a limited color range and degrade
quickly), quantum dots can be excited by
various light sources since they have a broad
absorption spectra, and their light emis‐
sions can also be easily distinguished since
the emission spectra is narrower than tra‐
ditional dyes. They’re basically incredibly
bright, can virtually produce any color, and
are photostable (meaning they could the‐
oretically last forever). All in all, quantum
dots are like nanoscopic light bulbs–a fan‐
tastic find for biological imaging, labeling,
sensing, and more!

The color intensity of QDs also fades more
slowly over time compared to other mark‐
ers, meaning that they could track how mol‐
ecules move inside a cell over a long peri‐

od of time. We could also
identify single‐molecule
binding events over time
(which is usually difficult)
because QDs have a blink‐
ing property that lets us
identify individual quan‐
tum dots in a sample. 

Let’s throw some other
fun applications into the
mix: QDs can be used as
neuroscience sensors, sig‐
nify when a therapy X‐ray
beam is correctly located,
or for targeted drug delivery and cell label‐
ing. They also have potential as radiation
detectors for security, since quantum dots
give off light near radiation. QDs are more‐
over being tested as sensors for chemical
and biological warfare agents, which is
insane. QDs definitely scooby‐doo be crazy!

Risky, Risky
All of this sounds too good to be true–

and it kind of is! Using quantum dots in
these sorts of medical situations raises a cou‐
ple different issues in safety. Quantum dots
need to be nontoxic and should either dis‐
sipate or remain in a patient without harm‐
ing them. However, a lot of the current mate‐
rials (like Cadmium) used to make QDs don’t
fit this criteria and can cause health prob‐
lems, but looking for other element com‐
binations can be expensive.

Not only do we have to consider our own
health, we have to take care of the envi‐
ronment’s health too. As we start using
nanomaterials more, we must also address
and carefully monitor their potential pol‐
lution and toxicity–let’s cross our t’s and
dot our i’s for our Earth.

Alright, let’s finally climb out of this rab‐
bit hole and come back to the real,
macroscale world. If there’s anything we
learned on this journey in the quantum
wonderland, size matters sometimes! (But
not always.)

Wait! Before you go, I have one last ques‐
tion for you: are you a semiconducting
nanocrystal? Because you’re a QD & the
light of my life. <3

Until next time! If you have any questions
or comments, please email me at apoor‐
vapwrites@gmail.com.
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Continued from page 1

Lawler fell into politics due to potholes. After
she rallied neighbors to lobby the city to repave
streets in Monte Sereno, the city council cre‐
ated the Better Streets Commission, appoint‐
ing her to develop it. She later served on Monte
Sereno’s City Council and as mayor in 2020. 

The only Republican running, she said hous‐
ing, crime, homelessness and education are
her top concerns. 

Lawler said Sacramento’s overreach regard‐
ing housing policies, stripping local cities of
control, made her want to run for office. She
said she would streamline housing policies
that have made them expensive to build. 

“Sacramento’s one‐size fits all approach
doesn’t work,” she said. “Policies should be tai‐
lored to the unique circumstances of each
jurisdiction. I plan to return local control to
provide cities a smart and tailored approach
to development.” 

The candidates had varied ideas for com‐
batting poverty. Rennie said education is essen‐
tial.

“I would make sure everyone has access to
Head Start programs to make sure no kids
start behind when they enter first grade,” he
said. “I would make sure education is fully
funded and children have options.”

He said community colleges must be career
oriented, students should receive more state
funding and technical education should be
funded by the state legislature. Rennie said
housing is critical for ending poverty and
proposes a state fund for additional low‐
income housing projects.

“Education is key to breaking the cycle of
poverty,” Lawler said. “Education opens
doors for everyone.”

Lawler said every child needs access to a
good education and every low‐income fam‐
ily requires resources and tools to support
their children in school. 

She favors school choice from education‐
al savings accounts and vouchers to charter
schools. She said choice will make public
schools compete for students and improve
their services. She also recommended high
schools bring back trade courses to propel
students into the workforce. 

Pellerin said the cost of housing is the most
significant driver of the poverty rate.

“We need to get people into stable hous‐
ing that they can afford with homeowners
assistance or rental assistance,” she said.
“We must make investments in housing in
order to stabilize the economy.”

Pellerin supports earned income tax cred‐
it, affordable education and health care and

early childhood education.
The candidates discussed what they would

do to decrease crime. 
Rennie said the Los Gatos police force is

well trained in how to respond to violent
offenders and the de‐escalation of mental
health calls. On the state level, Rennie would
have grants for community policing, train‐
ing and equipment.

To ensure communities are safe, Pellerin
would consider strengthening state gun laws.
She applauds Mayor Sam Liccardo’s efforts
to have gun owners pay an annual fee and
carry liability insurance. 

Pellerin supports Propositions 47 and 57,
which she said brings humanity to prisons.
Proposition 47 reclassified some theft and
drug possession offenses from felonies to
misdemeanors and doesn’t allow the offend‐
er to own or possess a firearm. Proposition
57 allows for the consideration of parole for
nonviolent felons, amends policies on juve‐
nile prosecution and permits credits for reha‐
bilitation, good behavior and education.

Lawler disagreed. She said rising crime is
the result of recent reforms, including these
propositions.

“While we must have meaningful crimi‐
nal justice reform,” she said, “it must not
come at the price of public safety."

Lawler said the propositions didn’t break
the cycle of crime and assault, domestic vio‐
lence and sex trafficking should again be
considered violent crimes. 

The candidates weighed in on how to
decrease homelessness on the state level.

Rennie said state funding is needed for
more affordable housing to provide people
with a place to live while they get back on
their feet and mental health care and sub‐
stance abuse treatment so they can be pro‐
ductive members of society.

Lawler said mental illness and addiction
are root causes of homelessness and build‐
ing shelters is a short‐term fix. She supports
investing in mental health care facilities,
addiction programs and professional men‐
tal health care development to help the home‐
less. 

Pellerin said the answer to homelessness
is housing. She said more temporary shel‐
ters and permanent supportive housing are
needed, as well as services. She said the state
spent $13 million in three years to address
homelessness without much result. She said
there is a lack of coordination and account‐
ability among nine state agencies provid‐
ing homeless services and they should be
consolidated. She said as mental health serv‐
ices have shifted from the state to local gov‐
ernment, the state should provide more
funding. 
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By Angela Copeland

T
his is a big month.
Graduates are
emerging from

college after spending
over two years in a
pandemic. Can you
imagine what it would have been like to
spend your junior and senior years of
college being isolated and learning via
Zoom? I can't. Hats off to the graduates
who have pulled through this tough time. 

It's now time to find and embark on a
new job! For most people, this is both
an exciting and scary time. You may feel
completely confused, as if you're on an
island with no roadmap. 

The first step is, get started on your
job search now. I'm sure you've seen the
news about the strong job market, and
the Great Resignation. Do not assume
that it will be simple to find a job. Job
searching is hard. It can take a very long
time. 

Start looking now, and enlist a few job
searching friends as support. You need
people who are going through the same
experience to talk to. You'll have inter‐
views fall apart at the end of the process.
Jobs will be put on hold. Companies will
ghost you. It's a lot like dating. You're
going to have to kiss a lot of frogs. 

When you find something, do your
homework on what the current market
is paying. But, keep your expectations
realistic. As a recent graduate, you will
likely be paid on the low end of hiring
scales. I know this is frustrating, espe‐
cially given the high cost of apartments.
But, your hard work will pay off. Look for
the job that will provide you the best
experience and the money will come
(later). 

Remember that you are only the third
group of college graduates to enter the
workforce since the start of the pandemic.
If you're working remotely, there are
many advantages. But, companies are still
learning how to work with their remote
employees. And, they are certainly not
used to working with young college grad‐
uates remotely. If career success is impor‐
tant to you, you're going to have to work
to be more proactive than your older
peers. 

Look for mentors, look for friends, and
work to build a great relationship with
your boss. In the remote world, it's easy
to become disconnected. You need to
work to create opportunities to learn and
grow. You need to create a community
for yourself. 

Ask your boss to meet with you at least
once per week for one‐on‐one meetings;
setup coffee meetings with your peers.
And, look for others within the organi‐
zation to build bonds with. Talk about
work, and then look for opportunities to
talk beyond work. Friendships at work

are where the real growth happens. 
Last but not least, hold yourself account‐

able. Your career is up to you. Set regu‐
lar hours, and put in the time – even when
no one is looking. The foundation you lay
now will help you for years to come. 

Congratulations and good luck! 
Angela Copeland, a leadership and career

expert, can be reached at copelandcoach‑
ing.com
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CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418
Pastor: Rev. Naomi
Schulz
No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You
Are Welcome Here!
We are an Open and
Affirming Congregation,
and celebrate members of
the LGBTQ+ Community.
Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM, with
communion open to all.
Join Pastor Naomi for
tea/coffee at Orchard Val-
ley cafe in Campbell dur-
ing community drop-in
office hours from 11 AM
to 1 PM on most Tues-
days.
Our ministries/activities
include:
• Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednes-
day of every month, at
6PM.
• A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open Tu/
Th/ Sa 10:00 AM to
Noon.
• Lighted Window Pro-
ductions featuring uplift-
ing concerts, thought-
provoking theater produc-
tions, informative lec-

tures, and even an occa-
sional karaoke night--all in
a wholesome environ-
ment.  
Our activities flow from
our core values:
• Extravagant Joy
• Passionate Faith
• Loving Respect
• Deep Connectedness 
• Intentional Growth 
• Shared Laughter 
Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.org
or better yet, visit us at
our worship services on
Sundays at 10:00 AM.
Coffee, refreshments, and
conversation always, right
after service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, worship
and giving to our local
community. We are proud
to be UCC, Open and
Affirming (O&A) and wel-
come members of the
LGBT community. We
support local LifeMoves
(formerly InnVision) Shel-
ter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco
Night Ministry, Second

Harvest Food Bank,
Church World Service,
and Communities
Responding to End Pover-
ty.
Worship Sunday, 9:00 AM
followed by fellowship
and refreshments. 1st
Sunday in Worship: Holy
Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck
Sunday.
Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives.
We assemble each Sun-
day to encourage each
other through singing,
studying, praying and
sharing in the Lord’s sup-
per. Simple—just like
what one reads about in
the New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San
Jose near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club). Come make new
Christian friends!

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120.  The
Rev. Shelley Booth Den-
ney, Rector Phone:408-
268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church
in Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nur-
ture and grow a strong
faith community of believ-
ers, a family of all ages,
where each member feels
welcomed, loved, valued
and empowered to serve.
Children are especially
welcomed and cherished
as an important part of
God's family. All junior
high and senior high stu-
dents are welcome to
participate in our Youth
Groups. During the
school year we have joint
Sunday School with our
sister church, the Con-
gregational Church of
Almaden Valley, UCC. The
Episcopal Church in
Almaden offers the fol-
lowing regular opportuni-
ties for worship: Sunday
at 7:30AM and 10:45AM,
Holy Communion service.
Each Sunday service is
followed by a coffee hour
for friendship and conver-
sation.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsanjose.org
2486 Ruby Ave,
San Jose CA 95148. 
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum" the
English meaning is "Peace
be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who are
Muslims, and what is the
Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and way
of life. Islam began in the
7th century. People who
follow Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is the
Divine book that guides
Muslims to practice Islam. 
"Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
latak"" the English mean-
ing is " May Allah (swt)
protect you and your family".
Please visit our website to
learn more.

FIRST CHURCH 
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San
Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a
community serving the
Christ from the heart of
the City, working to know
Jesus and make Jesus
known by serving, wor-
shipping, and learning
together.  Worship servic-
es are at 10:00 AM at the
Horace Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa
Clara Streets). Worship
includes both contempo-
rary and traditional music,
a message that is relevant
to real life, based in the
Bible, and meaningful to
people of all ages and
backgrounds.  We work in
our community to provide
real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counsel-
ing, and spiritual direction.
Our children's & families'
ministries include Sunday
classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike
rides and fishing trips.
Come, Make a Difference
and feel the difference
God can make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchSJ.net
See you on Facebook
2650 ABORN ROAD at
Kettmann, across from
Evergreen Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 50 Years. John S
Goldstein, Pastor
Christian Worship every

Sunday at 11.00 am
Together let us build lives
toward excellence!
Music Institute
(408) 791-7772
After School lessons on
Piano, Violin, Viola, Flute
PreSchool, Age 2-6
years. Caring for your
child with God’s love and
affection.

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our members.
If you are looking for an
active Christian faith
community, we invite
you to experience Holy
Spirit Parish Community.
All are welcome! We are
located at 1200 Red-
mond Avenue, San Jose,
CA 95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m. Mon-
day - Friday. Our week-
end Mass schedule is
Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish
Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or
408-997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. Information
on Faith Formation for
children and adults can
be obtained by calling
our Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in
the loop with our 3sixty
High School Youth Min-
istry by calling 408-997-
5106. Holy Spirit School
serves grades Pre-K
through 8th, and is locat-
ed at 1198 Redmond
Avenue. You can reach
the school office at 408-
268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 &
11:00 AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,
intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-

nity, promoting spiritual
growth, reaching out to
people in need and
whereyou get to know
peopleby name. We
offer children's religious
education (CREATE);
Youth Ministry (BLAST
& X-STATIC); Scripture
Study (day & evening);
Senior's Group and
many other adult min-
istries as well. Saint
Anthony parish is locat-
ed in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120. Our
weekend Masses are at
4 p.m. on Saturday at
our historic church at
21800 Bertram Road in
New Almaden, CA
95042 and on Sunday at
8:30 a.m.,10:30 a.m.,
and 5:30 p.m. at the
McKean Road location.
Our Parish Office is open
Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and Tuesday thru Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and
1 - 4 p.m. For more infor-
mation, stop by the
Parish Office or call
(408) 997-4800, or visit
our website at www.
churchstanthony.com.
Fr. Larry Hendel, Pastor.

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh) means
"disciple" or "student." A
Sikh is a practitioner of the
faith founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak in
Punjab of old British India.
A Guru who is a "teacher"
or "enlightener" completes
the relationship of teach-
ing and learning.  Sikhism
is monotheistic and
stresses the equality of all
men and women. Sikhs
believe in three basic prin-
ciples; meditating on the
name of God (praying),
earning a living by honest
means and sharing the
fruits of one's labor with
others. Currently there  are
close to one million Sikhs
living in the USA and
Canada and 25 million
Sikhs living around the
world. Sikhism is the 5th
largest religion in the
world.  At the Gurdwara
(House of God) in San
Jose we welcome all. We
pray daily for peace and
prosperity for everybody
in the world.  Come to
visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365 days of
the year and serves com-
plementary vegetarian
meals.  We also encour-
age you to enter our histo-
ry room on site and walk

the beautiful grounds.
Learn more about us and
community events we
sponsor by visiting our
website; http://www. San-
JoseGurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofassisi.com
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an
inclusive diverse commu-
nity striving to serve as
Disciples of Jesus Christ
in the footsteps of St.
Francis, offering prayerful
and joyful liturgies; evan-
gelization, fellowship, and
service opportunities to
the community. We offer
spiritual opportunities for
all ages, including chil-
dren's liturgy, dynamic
E.C.H.O - Jr. High, IGNITE
- High School and North
Star -Young Adult Min-
istries, along with small
faith communities and
opportunities to help the
poor and marginalized of
San Jose. Our Preschool
is the only Catholic Pre-
school offering quality
family oriented service in
the Evergreen and Silver
Creek areas. Our Chapel,
Gathering Hall, Parish
Office, Mission Center,
Parish Gift Shop, Memori-
al Garden and Preschool
are all located at 5111
San Felipe Rd. Please
come join us to worship
at one of the following
times and locations: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday 5:00PM,
Sunday 8:30 AM, 10:30
AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese),
6:00 PM Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gath-
ering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo Mass -
Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Com-
munity (Cribari Auditori-
um) Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Come join us and share
your presence with us so
that together we may grow
and share our gifts to help
build God's Kingdom!

For Worship
listing 

ads, call
408.483-5458

The Almaden Senior Association mem‑
bers are a diverse group of enthusiastic,
active, 50+ adults who enjoy new learn‑
ing opportunities, new experiences, and
new adventures. 

Membership in the Almaden Senior Asso‑
ciation offers discounts and opportunities
to enjoy . . . 

•  exercise classes for all levels of ability;
•  lunches and other social programs

organized and run by members of the Associ‐
ation;

•  book clubs, cooking, computer and photography classes;
•  trips to local and not so local places of interest such as the Steinbeck Muse‐

um in Salinas, Whale Watching in Monterey, casino trips and more.

As a member you’re encouraged to help plan these activities and suggest new
ones to enjoy. The Senior Association Philanthropy Program set up a process to
donate funds to other non‐profit organizations that reflect our mission.

Connected
We enjoy meeting new people, making new connections and getting involved. All
volunteer opportunities are based on your time and energy commitment. Fees for
classes, trips and social events are kept low because of senior volunteer participa‐
tion and membership strength.

Stop by the main desk at the Almaden Community Center and ask for an applica‐
tion today. Yearly dues of $10 are returned to you by discounts to most of the pro‐
grams  you participate in.

Join us today, meet new people and get involved with classes and programs that
will enhance your life  and open new doors.

For more information, go to www.almadenseniors.org
Contact via email: alamadenseniors1@gmail.com
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Shoe Repair Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern Califor-
nia. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some

supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the
school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great 

combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices! 
Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 

Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:
info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

Call to place your 
ad today!  

408-494-7000

JewelryClocks

DIRECTV Stream - The Best of Live &
On-Demand On All Your Favorite
Screens. CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12 months. Stream on
20 devices in your home at once.
HBO Max included for 3 mos
(w/CHOICE Package or higher.) No
annual contract, no hidden fees!
Some restrictions apply. Call IVS 1-
408-882-9465

The bathroom of your dreams for as
little as $149/month! BCI Bath &
Shower. Many options available. Qual-
ity materials & professional installa-
tion. Senior & Military Discounts
Available. Limited Time Offer - FREE
virtual in-home consultation now and
SAVE 15%! Call Today! 1-844-988-
1663

Become a Published Author. We want
to Read Your Book! Dorrance Publish-
ing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Comprehensive
Services: Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution. Call for
Your Free Author`s Guide 1-866-603-
1640 or visit http://dorranceinfo.com/
evergreen

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid, pre-
pare for power outages and power
your home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down Financing Option.
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote
today. Call 1-877-920-0653

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting battery
of Inogen One. Free information kit!
Call 855-977-5344

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED
Life Insurance! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay
funeral and other final expenses.Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company-
877-864-3769 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/almaden

The COVID crisis has cost us all
something. Many have lost jobs and
financial security. Have $10K In Debt?
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car
Loans. Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF!
We can help! Get a FREE debt relief
quote: Call 1-650-383-1785

Employment

Remodeling

TimesClassifieds

Diamond Auto Detail
San Jose

Has your car or truck lost its luster? Are you embarrassed to
be seen in it? Let us bring back the shine with buffing, polish‐
ing, color sanding, complete interior treatment, engine steam
clean, overspray, paint sealant and more. Appointment is
required, please be sure to call ahead to get on her schedule.

Rocio Salcedo
(408) 294‑4135
74 S Autumn St
San Jose, CA 95110

Auto Detailing

Offer Expires 6/30/22.

Business Administrative Specialist
Provide administrative support for project management.

Bachelor's in Business Admin related. 
Avaco Inc. 4320 Stevens Creek Blvd #122, San Jose, CA 95129

Notices
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