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UST now taking
long, hard look
at old Ford site
for new hockey
arena, ball fields

By Jane McClure

asis able toice the deal for anew hockey

arena and softball and baseball fields,
but it appears that the university is now
focusing its efforts on the Highland Bridge
development in Highland Park. The High-
land District Council (HDC) Community
Development Committee learned on May
17 that Saint Thomas and Highland Bridge
master developer Ryan Companies will
soon be submitting requests for zoning
and parkland changes and other amend-
ments to the Ford Site Master Plan.

A detailed study of the impacts of the
new sports facilities on the surrounding
area will also be conducted. Just when
ground will be broken for the new sports
complex hinges on donor support. That
could happen as early as the spring of 2023
if all of the needed city approvals fall into
place. Ryan Companies and Saint Thomas
officials will return to the HDC this sum-
mer to seek its support for the necessary
changes, according to Maureen Michalski,
Ryan Companies’ executive in charge of
Highland Bridge.

The part of Highland Bridge thatis being
eyed for the new sports facilities, practice

It may be a while yet before Saint Thom-
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Give us those nice bright colors. wet paint's Chloe Knutson assisted young artists

at a stenciling demonstration during the Chroma Zone Mural & Art Festival's kickoff on May 21 on

Bradford and Endicott streets in Saint Paul's Creative Enterprise Zone. Mural-making, tours, artist-
inspired events and other activities will follow throughout the summer. pHoto sy BraD STAUFFER

Outgoing Chief
Axtell led city’s
police force with
a steady hand in
challenging times

His dept. is credited with
maintaining public’s trust

By Jane McClure

odd Axtell’s tenure as Saint Paul po-

I lice chief ends on June 1, but his leg-

acy will live on through his efforts to

build the public’s trust, diversify the police

department, expand opportunities for law

enforcement careers and lead through par-
ticularly challenging times.

“It’s been such a calling for me to serve
Saint Paul as police chief for the last six
years,” he said. “I've embraced and enjoyed
every minute of it.”

Axtell announced last October that he
would not be seeking a second term as
chief. The decision was not easy, he said,
and was only made after several months of
“deep reflection.”

“There’s no greater responsibility than
protecting people, seeking justice for vic-
tims and working to keep police officers
safe as they rush into the unknown to help
others,” Axtell wrote in announcing his
resignation. “It has been a wonderful and
trying experience, one I will forever cher-
ish. The trust bestowed upon me by this
city is truly humbling.”

Then as now, Axtell was frank in discuss-

CHIEF AXTELL STEPS DOWN »6

Neighbors produce an art fair and build a community in process

By Anne Murphy

ne daylastfall, Mary Jo Lawless was

out for a walk. She crossed paths

with Brenda Ryan. The neighbors
had waved to each other in the past, but
did not really know one another. This time,
instead of going their separate ways, they
continued walking together and were soon
talking about their shared appreciation of
art as well as their neighborhood. It was
from that conversation that the Shadow
Falls Art Fair came to be. The first-ever

Current Resident or

event will be held from 9-3 p.m. Saturday,
June 11, in the yard at 50 Exeter Place.

For Lawless, Ryan and others, the fair
represents a confluence of the talent and
community spirit found in the neighbor-
hood bordered by Mississippi River Boule-
vard, Marshall and Cretin avenues—above
and a bit north of where Shadow Falls
flows into the Mississippi. Thanks to a cas-
cade of interest from local residents, the
art fair will feature a dozen artists show-
ing and selling their paintings, collages,
ceramics, paper mosaics, jewelry, fused

glass, weavings, and handmade scarves
and other clothing.

Neighborhood musicians will perform,
including a high school violinist, a bag-
piper and a flute and guitar duo. Local
children will operate a lemonade stand
as a for-profit venture. Proceeds from all
other refreshment sales, including cookies,
snacks, coffee and water, will go to Chil-
dren’s Hospital.

“From the beginning, the fair has been
not only about art,” said Lawless, who has
lived in the Shadow Falls area for more

Vying for a piece of
the CIB pie »4

than 40 years. “It’s been about building
something together, building community.
“m not an artist,” Lawless aid, “but
Brenda is. I thought that with COVID, she
must have accumulated a lot of art around
the house. On our walk, I suggested we
have a popup sale before the holidays. She
mulled it over, but thought it might be too
soon. Then she talked about how there are
alot of artists in our neighborhood. And lo
and behold, pretty soon we had a commit-
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Lawless surmised that the
enthusiasm for the art fair
was related at least in part
to the isolation people were
experiencing from COVID:
“If not for COVID, the art fair
might not have happened.”

24« SHADOW FALLS ART FAIR

tee planning the fair.”

That committee includes artists Bebe
Keith and Pete Lewis. Keith offered to host
the art fair in her yard, which is located
where Otis Avenue, Exeter Place and Mis-
sissippi River Boulevard all meet. To find
other artists and volunteers to help out,
the committee canvassed every house and
apartment building in the neighborhood.

The group formed Shadow Falls Arts,
a volunteer organization that celebrates
art and artists by encouraging interaction
among local residents. “The umbrella con-
cept of Shadow Falls Arts includes other
forms of art such as music and poetry,”
Lawless said. “We have a poet in our midst
and several musicians.”

Lawless surmised that the enthusiasm
for the art fair was related at least in part
to the isolation people were experiencing
from COVID. “Most people didn’t know
each other in the beginning,” she said.
“Maybe I wouldn’t have approached Bren-
da if there wasn’t such a need for connec-
tion. If not for COVID, the art fair might not
have happened.”

Ryan, a ceramic artist, agreed. “The
fair is far exceeding anything I thought it
would be,” she said. “So many people who
didn’t know one another or know one an-
other well have come together. For me, the
most important takeaway is the neighbors
I've met. Even if we get rained out, I won’t

J ||

Neighbors taking part in the Shadow Falls Art Fair on June 11 gathered where the event is taking place. They are, from left, Candace Campbell, Pete Lewis,

Brenda Ryan, Connie Starns, Bebe Keith, Kirsten Madaus, Elizabeth Slattery, Scot Anderson, Mary Jo Lawless, Maggie Wirth-Johnson and Kathy Ebertz.

regret one day of working on the fair.”

Keith, who has exhibited her watercolors
and other visual art throughout the state,
said she is happy to have the art fair at her
home. “This has been very little work and
great fun,” she said. “It’'ll have the energy
of a popup event while offering a lovely
blend of artwork in a festive setting.” Keith
is hoping for a good turnout from local
residents as well as people walking, biking
or driving by. “I think the day will be magi-
cal,” she said.

“It’s really exciting on a number of lev-
els,” said Lewis, a fused-glass artist. “Com-
ing at this point in COVID, it’s a nice way
to have a neighborhood get-together and
draw in other people. Bebe’s house is the

perfect location to attract people who see
our signs. There will be well-established
artists, artists like me who have been in a
couple shows and artists who’ve never for-
mally shown their work.”

Lewis, who has lived in the neighbor-
hood for many years, was an architect for
Opus before retiring. “We did a lot of the
recent projects at Saint Thomas,” he said.
“During one of our early planning meet-
ings, someone wondered if the university
would be willing to supply tables. I volun-
teered to ask, and they will be providing
16 tables for the artists and the lemonade
stand.”

Another participating artist and long-
time Shadow Falls resident, Candace

PHOTO BY BRAD STAUFFER
Campbell appreciated the opportunity to
collaborate with neighbors on the venture.
It spurred her to make silk scarves, an art
she learned at the Wet Paint art supply
store on Grand Avenue. “It’s good to have
a cohort to share your art with,” she said.
“And the fair will build this community to
an even greater extent.”

Connie Starns has been creating colorful
kitchen towels on her loom for the fair. “At
arecent meeting, I met half a dozen people
I'd never known,” she said. “So from that
standpoint, the endeavor is a success al-
ready. I’ve lived here for 45 years, and I was
just meeting people who live within six
blocks. I hope I meet many more neighbors
at the fair.”
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County Board OKs $25M for
1,393 affordable housing units

Millions are awarded to
several projects in area

By Jane McClure

he Ramsey County Board approved

I almost $25 million for affordable

housing in May, providing financial

assistance for 18 new and existing apart-

ment buildings. Many of the buildings are

in Saint Paul, including several downtown
and in Highland Park and Ramsey Hill.

“Ramsey County is leading the way na-
tionally in investing in permanent infra-
structure to address the housing crisis,”
said commissioner Jim McDonough, chair-
man of the county’s Housing and Redevel-
opment Authority (HRA). “This bold in-
vestment will bring lasting results.”

Ramsey County needs about 15,000
more affordable housing units to meet de-
mand, according to McDonough. The proj-
ects approved in May were chosen from 36
applications with a total cost of almost $56
million. The money allocated will provide
1,393 affordable units, including 218 units
“deeply” affordable to households mak-
ing 30 percent of the area median income
(AMI). Ramsey County’s AMI is $67,238
per year. Thirty percent of that is $20,171.

The $25 million is drawn from federal
American Rescue Plan funds, Community
Development Block Grants and HOME In-
vestment Partnerships funds along with
an HRA levy and general obligation bonds.

One of the projects is Trellis’ Treehouse,
a low-income senior housing project on
the bluff behind Highland Chateau, 2319
W. Seventh St. The nonprofit developer
is planning 36 apartments, 27 of which
would be deeply affordable and others
reserved for seniors who were recently
homeless.

Trellis has also received low-income
housing tax credits from the city of Saint
Paul. Dan Walsh of Trellis said the devel-
oper hopes to close on the property in 30 to
60 days. The parcel will need to be rezoned
from single-family to multifamily resi-
dential. It will also need a conditional use
permit for excessive height and possibly a
frontyard setback variance.

Other projects in the area served by
MpyVillager include developer Reuter Wal-
ton’s plan to transform the Gallery Profes-
sional Building at 17 W. Exchange St. from

offices to affordable housing. A $1.5 million
county allocation will be used to renovate
the building and provide eight apartments
at 30 percent AMI and 72 apartments at 50
percent AMI. The project is expected to be-
ginin 2023 or 2024.

The county allocated almost $1.93 mil-
lion to renovate RS Eden’s Ashland Apart-
ments, a supportive housing facility at 532
Ashland Ave. Seventeen deeply affordable
apartments are planned. The Saint Paul
Planning Commission’s Zoning Commit-
tee on May 19 recommended approval of a
conditional use permit for the project. The
full Planning Coimmission will vote on the
permit on May 27.

A third project is Mary Hall at 438 Doro-
thy Day Place. Nonprofit developer AEON
plans to convert the six stories of single-
room-occupancy apartments into 88 af-
fordable housing units with support ser-
vices for tenants. Forty-six units would be
deeply affordable with the rest affordable
to people at 50 percent AMI. Construction
is scheduled to begin in 2023.

Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity was
allocated $800,000 by the county to buy
and renovate single-family homes in Saint
Paul, White Bear Lake, White Bear Town-
ship and Maplewood. The homes will be
sold to households with low and moderate
incomes. Other Saint Paul projects are in
the Hamline-Midway, Payne-Phalen, West
Side, North End and Saint Anthony Park
neighborhoods.

Ramsey County officials admitted that
they have much to do to meet the demand
for housing. The federal funds that were
used to operate overnight and day shelters
for homeless people during the COVID-19
pandemic has run out.

The Freedom House day shelter on West
Seventh Street and the overnight shelter in
the former Bethesda Hospital have closed.
Shelters at Mary Hall in downtown and
Luther Seminary in Saint Anthony Park are
slated to close on June 22.

Bethesda residents have been moved to
Union Gospel Mission and other support-
ive housing. Listening House, Freedom
House’s parent organization, is expected to
announce the opening of a new day shelter
close to downtown soon.

As this issue went to press, Ramsey
County officials were still hoping for an al-
location from the 2022 Minnesota Legisla-
ture to keep housing services going.

Four-story workplace apartments
proposed for Highland’s south end

Property at Sue & Graham
eyed for 79-unit building

By Jane McClure

its affiliate, Senior Housing Part-

ners, presented preliminary plans
to the Highland District Council (HDC)
Community Development Committee on
May 17 for a four-story workforce apart-
ment building in the southern end of the
neighborhood.

The 79-unit building would be located
on Sue Street between Graham and Nor-
folk avenues in an area adjacent to several
senior living facilities. One issue to be ad-
dressed is parking, as neighbors said the
area is already affected by worker and
church parking spillover.

The building would meet a housing need
for Presbyterian Homes, which has more
than 500 employees living in Saint Paul

Presbyterian Homes & Services and

and will add to its workforce when its new
senior housing complex opens in Highland
Bridge. However, the new building would
not be restricted to their employees.

Chris Palkowitsch of BKV Group said the
building will complement area structures
with its design and exterior materials.
The building will have a mix of efficiency,
one- and two-bedroom units, and below-
ground parking. The number of park-
ing spaces has not been set, but could be
around 40. The city no longer requires de-
velopments to provide off-street parking.

The development team is aware of Saint
Paul’s rent control regulations, said Sam
Jagodzinski, development manager for
Senior Housing Partners. However, devel-
opment team members indicated that the
project is still feasible.

The proposal would need approvals
from the city, including rezoning and pos-
sible variances. More detailed plans are
expected to go back to the district council
this summer.
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Local projects among 36 finalists competing for $1M in CIB funding

By Jane McClure

ime is running out for people to
Tweigh in on how best to allocate

$1 million of Saint Paul’s 2023 Capi-
tal Improvement Budget (CIB). An online
poll closes on June 3. A public hearing on
the subject is scheduled for 3:30 p.m. Mon-
day, June 20, at City Hall.

Submissions were sought that specifi-
cally focused on improving public safety.
Thirty-six projects have emerged as final-
ists out of 86 requests. The public com-
ments will be evaluated along with district
council reviews and initial rankings from
the CIB Commiittee.

The committee is expected to finalize its
recommendations on June 27 and forward
them to the mayor and City Council. The
mayor can make further changes before
presenting them as part of the 2023 city
budget in August.

The following are the local projects still
in the running for CIB funding:

e The Highland District Council (HDC) is
seeking $830,000 for an improved pedes-
trian crossing at Alton Street and Shepard
Road. When HDC hosted city officials at
the intersection earlier this year, people
were seen clambering over a metal bar-
rier and rushing across four-lane Shepard
Road, where vehicles travel at speeds ex-
ceeding 55 mph. The crossing is seen asim-
portant to improve access to Crosby Farm
Park, Watergate Marina and the Samuel
Morgan Trail.

e The HDC is seeking $345,000 to im-
prove the ballfields at the Highland Park
Community Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy. It also
submitted a proposal to widen or separate
the combined pedestrian and bicycle path

Groveland Park Elementary School’s PTO wants to improve crosswalk safety by adding a median at the
busy intersection of Saint Clair Avenue and Kenneth Street.

on the west side of Mississippi River Bou-
levard at an estimated cost of $459,313. The
city identified potential areas for improve-
ment as Summit to Goodrich avenues,
Hartford to Woodlawn avenues, and Elsie
Lane to Prior Avenue.

e Macalester-Groveland activist Brian
Martinson wants the city to lower the
speed limit on Mississippi River Boulevard
from 25 to 20 mph or 15 mph. The request
suggests updating signage, and adding
striping and delineators to mark the street.
The city has estimated the cost at $2.4
million to $3 million based on the need
to widen the sidewalk on the west side of
the boulevard between the access roads to
Ford Parkway. That would require bridge
modifications.

e Groveland Park Elementary School’s
Parent Teacher Organization wants to im-
prove crosswalk safety by adding a medi-
an at the Saint Clair Avenue and Kenneth
Street intersection. The estimated cost is
$140,000.

o Sustain Saint Paul is seeking more than
$1.6 million for several pedestrian safety
improvements near schools, libraries and
recreation centers citywide. One would
add a pedestrian island at the Jimmy Lee/
Oxford Community Center at a cost of
$185,000.

e A request for $65,675 was made by
Union Park District Council (UPDC) Trans-
portation Committee member Lisa Nel-
son to add bike racks at 13 city parks and
playgrounds. Those could include Shadow

NOW RESERVING
651-705-8318

MarvellaPHS.org

Equal housing opportunity.
All faiths welcome.

¥
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EU Your story comes from the experiences you have had, the laughter, the tears, the

moments of pure joy and the moments of heartbreak. Your story is still being written.
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Falls, Iris, Mattocks, Webster and Carty
parks. Nelson also is seeking $65,000 to
place a flashing beacon on Griggs Street
between Skyline Tower and Midway Peace
Park and $75,000 to put a flashing beacon
to help pedestrian and bikers safely cross
Selby Avenue to get to and from the multi-
use path alongside of Ayd Mill Road.

e Reconfiguring the Selby Avenue-Sara-
toga Street intersection was proposed by
UPDC member Scott Berger. The estimat-
ed $1.075 million project could include a
roundabout or small island to separate
bikers and pedestrians from cars. Remov-
ing adjacent street parking is also an op-
tion.

e Macalester-Groveland resident Joel
Clemmer wants the city to add sidewalks
in the Midway industrial area. City staff
estimated it would cost about $460,000 to
add sidewalks on the south side of Charles
Avenue between Hampden and Vandalia
avenues.

o Volunteer John Hoeschen is requesting
$66,125 to elevate the northeast quadrant
of Groveland Park’s field and rink space at
2021 Saint Clair Ave.

e Highland resident Rachael Ryan is
seeking an estimated $118,215 to convert a
vacant state-owned parcel at 1601 Middle-
ton St., just west of I-35E, into a small park.

e West End resident Nicole Kitzhaber is
seeking about $200,000 to place motion-
activated lights and security mirrors on
the I-35E bike and walking trail. The trail
extends from Pleasant Place Park to the
Grand/I-35E area.

For more about the projects and to
comment by the June 3 deadline, visit
engagestpaul.org/14520/widgets/43754/
documents.

LS
BB reshyterian
homes & services

Images shown are computer renderings.
© 2022 Presbyterian Homes & Services
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Council seeks $942K to keep Hidden Falls parking lot high and dry

By Jane McClure

he Saint Paul City Council approved

an application for a $942,020 fed-

eral grant on May 18 to raise and re-
configure the parking lot on the south end
of Hidden Falls Regional Park in order to
address longstanding flooding problems.

City officials are seeking the grant from
the U.S. Department of Homeland Secu-
rity’s Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA). The city’s Capital Im-
provement Budget (CIB) Committee rec-
ommended approval of the request earlier
in May.

The grant could result in long-awaited
action on a master plan for both Hidden
Falls and Crosby Farm parks. The plan
went through years of review and public
comment before it won City Council ap-
proval in 2019.

“We’ve for many years experienced
flooding at Hidden Falls,” said Paul Sawyer,
management assistant for the Saint Paul
Department of Parks and Recreation. The
park was most recently closed this month
due to flooding and will require cleanup in
the weeks ahead.

In 2019, the two parks experienced a

Floodlng at Hidden Falls Reglonal Park has been a
problem for years. pHoTo BY ANNE BRANDRUD

particularly devastating flood. Several feet
of sediment remain in Hidden Falls’ south
parking lot, on trails and in a picnic area.
The city has discussed the problem with
FEMA officials and is confident that the
grant will be awarded.

The south entrance to Hidden Falls in-
cludes a long driveway with 77 parking
spaces and a circular turnaround at the
end. The area also has a picnic grounds.
The master plan notes that the area is more
natural and less used than the park’s north
area, which has shelter and picnic area. The
south area is often closed due to flooding.

CIB Committee member Barett Steenrod
questioned the large amount of funding
requested for the parking lot. He asked for
the vote to be laid over for more informa-
tion. However, Sawyer said there is a time
limit to getting the funding and putting
the project out for bid. The goal is to get the
work done during this construction sea-
son.

Other committee members said the
money is needed to alleviate the time and
costs spent dealing with park floods, and
to see some aspects of the park master
plan implemented. “I’'m excited to see this
move forward,” said committee member
Ray Hess.

The improved lot and other amenities
would also be a boon for future Highland
Bridge residents as the former Ford Motor
company site is developed, said committee
member Rudy Burgos.

Raising and relocatmg the parking lot
and reducing its size is just one master plan
recommendation for the south end of Hid-
den Falls Park. Other recommendations
include increasing natural plant areas and
the tree canopy, improving trails, and add-
ing a pump track and bicycle challenge
course.

According to the master plan, pump
tracks consist of a circuit of small hills and
banked turns. The tracks are designed to
help children develop bike riding skills and
experience challenging terrain in a rela-
tively small area. The plan recommends
building the track out of material that will
withstand flooding.

Sawyer said that without adding park
amenities, “there’s no real reason to visit
the (south) area.” A long-term goal is to
seek additional funding to develop trails
and other attractions in that area.

Attracting more people to the area is also
seen as a way to increase park security. Hid-
den Falls’ south entrance is at Mississippi
River Boulevard and South Prior Avenue,
just west of the Highway 5 bridge. A steep
slope, vegetation and a curving roadway
add to security issues. One longstanding
issue in the south lot is vehicle break-ins.

Saint Paul announces temporary road, park closures due to river flooding

By Jane McClure

sissippi rivers this spring is expected

to leave weeks of cleanup work in its
wake. Users of boatlaunches and riverfront
parks and trails should be alert to changing
conditions.

Flood waters were expected to crest at
13.7 feet on the Mississippi in Saint Paul
the weekend of May 21-22, according to the
National Weather Service. That is just be-
low the minor flood stage of 14 feet. How-
ever, the crest could change with rain. It
will likely be late May before flood waters

Flooding of the Minnesota and Mis-

recede. Cleanup will extend well into June.

On May16, Saint Paul officialsannounced
the temporary closing of Water Street/Lily-
dale Road, low-lying trails, and public boat
ramps at Watergate Marina, Hidden Falls
and Lilydale parks due to flooding. River-
front roads, including Shepard and Warner
roads, typically only become impassable
when the flood stage reaches 18 feet.

The public has also been advised to
watch for possible temporary closures at
Meeker Island Dog Park/Desnoyer Trail,
Crosby Farm Regional Park, City House,
Upper Landing, Chestnut Plaza, Lambert’s
Landing, Harriet Island, Kelly’s Landing

and Raspberry Island. Anyone with res-
ervations to use the facilities in riverfront
parks should check beforehand to see if
they are open.

Saint Paul officials are urging people to
watch for signs announcing temporary
park and trail closures. People are also be-
ing warned not to cross barricades if and
when they are posted. Parks and trails typi-
cally stay closed after flood waters recede
for cleanup.

Saint Paul flood information and clo-
sures can be found at stpaul.gov/depart-
ments/emergency-management/flood-
information. The page has links to other

city websites that are updated with infor-
mation on closures, as well as local flood
forecasts from the National Weather Ser-
vice. The public can also sign up for email
updates on flood conditions and can follow
the departments of Parks and Recreation
and Public Works on Twitter for the latest
information.

Minnesota state parks also post flood
information. Pike Island and Picnic Is-
land closed at Fort Snelling State Park in
mid-May due to flooding, but the rest of
the park is still open. Check for updates by
visiting dnr.state.mn.us/state_parks/park.
html?id=spk00154#homepage.

1< UST EYES HIGHLAND BRIDGE SITE

space and parking ramp is in the south-
east corner of the 122-acre site, near the
intersection of Cleveland and Montreal av-
enues.

Ryan has the former Canadian Pacific
Railway yard there under contract, and
those 13 acres will become part of the de-
velopment package along with Mica Park, a
green space that was deeded to the city but
has not been developed. The area is zoned
as a gateway to Highland Bridge where
institutional, commercial and residen-
tial uses can be built. Mica Park would be
moved to another part of Highland Bridge.
That change would require the approval of
the Saint Paul Parks and Recreation Com-
mission and City Council.

In June, Ryan Companies will apply for

amendments to the Ford site redevelop-
ment agreement from the Saint Paul Hous-
ing and Redevelopment Authority and City
Council. It also needs to apply for zoning
changes and to sort out the impact on wet-
lands and the height restrictions related
to Minneapolis-St. Paul International Air-
port.

The Alternative Urban Areawide Re-
view for Highland Bridge will need to be
updated. The original plan was to build
offices and 110 affordable housing units in
the southeast corner of the Ford site. Mi-
chalski said the city is hiring a consultant
to update the document. That work is to be
completed by September.

Plans call for relocating the affordable
housing elsewhere at Highland Bridge in
collaboration with developers Project for
Pride in Living and CommonBond Com-

EdinaRealty.

Grand Avenue Office

Highland Park Office

700 Grand Ave « 651-224-4321 723 S Cleveland - 651-698-2434
edinarealty.com

Edina Realty leads local market

for 22nd consecutive year!

2021 results show more than
30,000 transactions totaling nearly $10.8 hillion in sales

munities. The offices and other commer-
cial spaces proposed for this area would be
eliminated from the Highland Bridge de-
velopment. Those changes require master
plan amendments related to density and
land uses. Another change would be to the
proposal for bicycle and pedestrian trails in
this area and a possible transit route.

Minor master plan amendments could
be handled internally by city staff, Michal-
ski said. One is for field lighting. Ninety-
foot-high light poles are typically needed
to meet NCAA requirements. A second
change would allow chainlink fences for
the ball fields. Chain link fences are cur-
rently forbidden by the Ford site master
plan.

Highland Bridge neighbors have raised
concerns about parking and traffic con-
gestion from the UST facilities. Amy Mc-

Donough, the chief of staff for UST’s
president, said the increased demand for
parking would be addressed by the parking
ramp adjacent to the sports complex. The
parking ramp also could be shared with
users of the nearby Highland Ball fields,
thereby addressing a longstanding com-
plaint in the neighborhood.

Design work for the new university facil-
ities has not been completed. The hockey
arena would have 4,000-4,500 seats, the
baseball field 1,000-1,200 seats, and the
softball field 750-1,000 seats.

UST is still researching how its hockey
arena and ball fields could be shared with
local teams without violating NCAA regu-
lations. Under those regulations, univer-
sity facilities cannot be shared for free, Mc-
Donough said.

THINKING OF SELLING

YOURHOME...

LET THE PROS AT EDINA REALTY

MAKE IT A REALITY!
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Dollar Tree's plan for West 7th Street site is denied by zoning board

By Jane McClure

house and replace it with a one-story

commercial building were rejected
by the Saint Paul Board of Zoning Appeals
(BZA) on May 16. The plans called for re-
placing the 86-year-old warehouse and
parking lot at 1324 W. Seventh St. and 671
S. Victoria St. with a new Dollar Tree store
and unnamed restaurant.

Eden Prairie-based 2-C Development
was seeking six variances for the new
structure. Twenty-six legal findings had
to be met, and the project met only two of
them.

“When a proposed project needs this
many variances, it’s clear that it’s not right
for the location and for the community,”
said BZA member Diane Trout-Oertel.

The plans drew vehement opposition
from neighbors. City staff and the West
Seventh/Fort Road Federation recom-
mended denial of all six variances.

One red flag was that the back side of
the building would face West Seventh. The
main entrance and a 36-space parking lot
were proposed for the Victoria Street side.
The developer had proposed opaque glass
windows for the West Seventh side and

Plans to demolish a West End ware-
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The facade of the proposed Dollar Tree store at 671S. Victoria St. would front on a 36-space parking lot on Victoria. The back of the building along West Sev-
enth Street would have featured several opaque windows.

part of the building’s east side, but that
did not mollify BZA members. Another
concern was how close the new building
would be to adjacent homes. In addition
to the variances, a rezoning of the Victoria
parcel would have been needed.

“We understand we’re asking for a
lot, but we think it’s a good cleanup of
the property,” said developer Paul Tucci.
“We’re always challenged to thread the
needle between what a municipality re-
quires and what the tenant wants.”

The West Seventh Federation had little
time to review the request for variances.
“No one reached out to us,” said federation
member Tanya Fabyanske Beck.

Members of the Biagi family, whose
elderly mother lives next to the Victo-

ria parking lot, complained that the new
building would have been constructed
right up against the side of her home. They
said they were pressured to sell the home,
and that they had to stop contractors from
digging on their property.

Some neighbors objected to the pres-
ence of a big box store like Dollar Tree, say-
ing the neighborhood needs to preserve its
small businesses. However, BZA member
Luis Rangel Morales noted that the zon-
ing allows for a larger retail business. With
plans to construct a streetcar line on West
Seventh, he added, the neighbors should
be prepared for change.

The six variances that were sought for
the development were for the following:

o The lack of a primary building entrance

on Victoria and West Seventh.

e Opaque glass in windows and doors,
which would not allow people to see into
and out of the store.

e No doors, windows, projections, aw-
nings, canopies or other design features on
the lower 25 feet of the building.

e The windows, doors and other open-
ings did not comprise at least 50 percent
of the length and at least 30 percent of the
area of the ground floor facades.

e The one-story building did not give the
impression of greater height through the
use of pitched roofs, dormers or gables, a
higher parapet, or a cornice line separating
the ground floor and upper level.

e The trash enclosures along Victoria
lacked any setback.

1« CHIEF AXTELL STEPS DOWN

ing the pressing challenges fac-
ing the police department. Civil
unrest in the wake of the 2020
murder of George Floyd stretched
his department’s resources and
caused millions of dollars in prop-
erty damage in Saint Paul. The
COVID-19 pandemic has posed
an array of issues. Concurrent
with those has been an increase
in homicides, gun violence, cata-
lytic converter thefts and carjack-
ings.

Axtell has butted heads with
city officials as he sought more
resources for the Police Depart-
ment. Although they have not
always agreed, elected officials
praised Axtell’s performance.

“From a global pandemic and
civil unrest to a nationwide crime
surge, Chief Axtell has been a
steady hand through some of
Saint Paul’'s most challenging
moments,” said Mayor Melvin
Carter. “I'm grateful for his life-
time of service to our city and
enormously proud of our work to
build a department that is stron-
ger and more deeply connected to
the communities we serve than

“From a global
pandemic and civil
unrest to a nationwide
crime surge, Chief
Axtell has been a steady
hand through some
of Saint Paul’s most
challenging moments.”

— Mayor Melvin Carter

ever before.”

“Chief Axtell is an exemplary
servant leader,” said Ward 2 City
Council member Rebecca No-
ecker. “He knows and loves Saint
Paul, he walks the walk of au-
thentic community engagement,
and he has made courageous
choices to move the department
in the direction that our com-
munity needs and expects. His
focus on de-escalation, mental
health and crisis intervention
training, genuine relationships
with the community and inten-
tional recruitment and retention
of diverse officers have led his de-
partment to embody its motto—
‘Trusted Service With Respect.

Police Chief Todd Axtell visits with Jeanette Sackett, who lost her husband, Officer
James T. Sackett, in the line of duty in 1970. The two chatted at the memorial
service on May 18 for all Saint Paul police officers slain in the line of duty.

Outgoing Saint Paul Police Chief Todd Axtell presided over a memorial service on

May 18 in Mears Park for all Saint Paul police officers killed in the line of duty.
PHOTOS BY BRAD STAUFFER

He’ll be missed, but his vision will
live on.”

“Todd Axtell has been an amaz-
ing police chief and leader in Saint
Paul,” said Ward 3 City Council
member Chris Tolbert. “He has
led the police department dur-
ing a pivotal time in policing in
America, and has shown through
example how a modern and re-
formed police department should
provide trusted service with re-
spect to all of our residents.”

“Chief Axtell has been an out-
standing advocate and friend of
the Hmong, Southeast Asian and
immigrant and refugee commu-
nities in Saint Paul,” said May yer
Thao, president and CEO of the
Hmong American Partnership.
“The success of our communi-
ties is because of his leadership,
his vision and his commitment
to elevate the voices of the disen-
franchised. The chief puts com-
munity and people first, and we’ll
be forever grateful for his champi-
onship and the many lives he has
touched.”

Axtell credited his parents for

his guiding principles and laying
the foundation for his life’s work.
His family moved around Minne-
sota while he was growing up. At
times he called Northfield, Silver
Bay and Brainerd home.

He said his inspiration for a
career in law enforcement came
from his grandfather, who was
a police officer in Silver Bay. His
grandfather died of a heart attack
when Axtell was still a toddler,
but the stories of his grandfa-
ther’s kindness and commitment
to public service enthralled young
Todd.

Axtell earned a two-year degree
in law enforcement at Alexandria
Technical College. His first job
as a police officer was in Breezy
Point and Pequot Lakes. He later
earned a master’s degree in po-
lice leadership, administration
and education at the University of
Saint Thomas.

Axtell joined the Saint Paul
Police Department in 1989. He
became a watch commander in
2008. He also served as a com-
mander of support services and

homeland security, Western Dis-
trict commander and assistant
police chief.

Highland District Council exec-
utive director Kathy Carruth said
Axtell will be missed. “He’s just
been outstanding to work with,”
she said. “He’s always been re-
sponsive and able to help district
councils deal with issues in our
neighborhoods.”

Axtell was on the police force in
August 1994 when a drifter am-
bushed and killed Saint Paul of-
ficers Ron Ryan Jr. and Tim Jones
and Jones’ canine partner Laser.
He also suffered the loss of fellow
police officer and friend Gerald
“Jerry” Vick, who was shot and
killed in 2005 while working un-
dercover in Saint Paul.

Much has changed in Axtell’s
years on the force. “The constant
evolution of technology has very
much impacted how we do our
jobs,” he said. Another change
that he will not miss is the prev-
alence of social media and the
spread of misinformation.

What has stayed the same is
the strong culture of community
engagement in the police depart-
ment, Axtell said. He credited his
predecessors and other leaders in
the police department for instill-
ing that culture. “We see people
when they are really suffering and
are at the worst moments of their
lives,” he said. “That requires a
level of empathy and humanity.”

Saint Paul’s former police chiefs
challenged him and made him a
better professional, Axtell said.
“Every one of the chiefs I worked
under left the department better
than they found it,” he said. “I
hope to have done the same.”

Axtell is not retiring. He an-
ticipates starting a consulting
business, to pay forward what
he has learned in his years in
law enforcement. He also will be
spending more time with family,
including his parents, wife Lisa,
his two adult children and seven
grandchildren.

“It’s been bittersweet,” Axtell
said of his final days in office.
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REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE SACRIFICED ‘

During your backyard BBQs and family gatherings this Memorial Day, take a moment to
remember and honor those who have given the ultimate sacrifice while serving our country.

Memorial Day Specials

Ductless Mini Split System HVAC / AC System
$500 OFF Installation $500 OFF Installation

Valid through June 2022. Valid through June 2022.

Cannot be combined with any other coupans, offers or discounts. Terms and conditions apply. Cannot be combined with any other coupons, offers or discounts. Terms and conditions apply.

Heating * Air * Plumbing ¢ Drains * Electrical
“HOME SERVICEg

St. Paul and Minneapolis 651-401-7167 | McQBros.com
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Too many toys? Mom seemed to think so, so we improvised

By Beth Voigt

om never liked toys. Despite a
Mhouse full of children, our home

was never cluttered with toys.
No race cars or Tonka trucks splayed
across the family room floor. No Barbie
dolls or doll accessories lost in sofas. No
board games hidden under beds. Cooking,
cleaning and otherwise maintaining a
household of 11 was enough for Mom.

When relatives asked for Christmas

giftideas, she’d say, “Clothes. They need
clothes.” And so my grandmother would
dutifully sew nine pairs of pajamas each
Christmas. When birthday parties rolled

This didn’t really bother us
much. We made our own fun
or had friends who had toys.

We built tents in the basement
with blankets and chairs. We
read books. Sometimes we
played on the front steps
with our friends’ dolls.”

managed to get into the house—usually
from a godparent or babysitter who
wasn’t aware of Mom’s distaste for toys—
Mom quickly discovered it. And, if we

had thrown them all away, one by one, as
she discovered them on the floor as she
vacuumed, on the table as she wiped it, in
the dog’s dish as she filled it. Eventually,
the can was gone, too.

This didn’t really bother us much. We
made our own fun or had friends who
had toys. We built tents in the basement
with blankets and chairs. We read books.
Sometimes we played on the front steps
with our friends’ dolls. Other times, we
rode bikes or played kickball in the vacant
lot next to our house.

Outdoor toys were OK with Mom. So
were stuffed animals. Mom wanted a
decluttered home, but didn’t deny us

imaginary horsey children. When we

got tired, we would trot them off to our
respective beds and fall asleep holding
them. When Myra went back for another
eye surgery, which she did repeatedly in
her younger years, I usually just hugged
Grey Horsey and Red Horsey at night; it
wasn’t fun playing without her.

My own children were inundated with
toys. They had balls and dolls and cars
and board games and computer games.
They received toys every Christmas
and birthday and a few celebrations in
between—mostly as gifts from others but
many from me as well. The kids enjoyed
these toys for a while, but most of them

around, she’d tell our friends’ mothers,
“They really don’t need any toys. Some
hair ribbons or colorful socks would be
just fine. Maybe a book.” Our friends
were mortified at the thought of giving
us practical gifts, but our mothers knew
they needed to band together. So they did.
And when it came time for Mom to bestow
gifts upon us, they, too, were practical.
One Christmas she gave us all winter
outerwear. Another year it was books. One
year we all got pants—jeans, dress pants,
even a pair of school uniform pants for
my oldest brother, who seemed to wear
through them faster than anybody else.
When, on the rare occasion, a toy

INBOX

didn’t put it away every time we played
with it, it was gone. That’s how we lost
our Lincoln Logs.

We knew enough to put the can of
Lincoln Logs out of sight, but didn’t
always pick up all the logs. Thus, in
less than a month’s time, the can was
half empty. Each time Mom found a
Lincoln Log on the sofa, under the table
or behind a chair, she tossed it. Every
so often we searched the trash looking
for lost Lincoln Logs and other toys that
may have been left out, but we usually
weren’t stealthy enough to retrieve it
under Mom’s watchful eye. Within a few
months, all of the logs were gone; Mom

each night.

the comfort of stuffed animals. One of
my favorite pastimes was playing with
Red Horsey and Grey Horsey, which my
younger sister Myra received after her
eye surgery. Myra and I had hours of fun
with them when we were supposed to
be asleep. She graciously loaned me the
grey one—the bigger, more tattered but
equally loved of the two—to play with

From our twin beds we created Grey
Horsey’s house and Red Horsey’s house,
aneighborhood, school and playground.
The horseys were neighbors sometimes.
Other times they were married.
Regardless, there were always lots of

were put aside as building snowmen,
climbing trees, playing hopscotch,
painting pictures, riding bikes and
running through the sprinkler grabbed
hold of their imaginations and lured them
into the bigger world of play.

Maybe Mom’s policy was a good
one after all. Maybe on their next
birthday, I'll focus more on sparking my
grandchildren’s imagination with gifts
of “Adventures with Grandma” rather
than mounds of toys and wait to see what
happens. Then again,  may break down
and give them a set of Lincoln Logs.

Beth Voigt is a writer from Summit Hill.

A scholar coach to celebrate

As the school year comes to a close, ’'m writing to
celebrate someone who has dedicated the last four years
to supporting our students. As an AmeriCorps member
with the Total Learning Classroom initiative of Reading
Corps, Kim Johnson has supported the students at
Benjamin E. Mays School to build their reading skills.
Over the past four years, she has served a total of 4,500
hours to help our students succeed.

Kim works one-on-one with students who need extra
help. With Kim supplementing the excellent work our
teachers do in the classrooms, we’ve seen wonderful
growth. After the challenging last few years, Kim’s
consistent, positive support and her ability to build strong
relationships with students has made all the difference.
With her four years of experience, Kim has also provided
leadership, support, encouragement and advice to her
fellow tutors at Benjamin E. Mays.

As Kim moves on to her next adventure, we’ll have big
shoes to fill in the fall.

Laura Isdahl, Lead Program Manager
Total Learning Classroom
Benjamin E. Mays Elementary School

Schools need more counselors

Counselor Becky Mendoza at Como Park Senior
High School is seeing more students in her office with
high levels of anxiety and suicidal thoughts than ever.
As president of the Minnesota School Counselors
Association, she’s hearing the same message from
all corners of the state. In a story in the Minneapolis
StarTribune, Mendoza said she’s noticing more fights.
Kids who have never had mental health concerns are
walking into her office with overwhelming anxiety.

This mental health crisis has led to a rise in bullying,
emotional outbursts and not listening to school staff.
School social workers have seen a huge increase in
students needing support from counselors. In some cases,
mental crises have forced schools to go into lockdowns.
With distance learning, students haven’t been able to
socialize properly and mature emotionally.

Students with unresolved trauma or other mental
health issues are not able to do their school work. They
need help from therapists, but might not have access to
them. That’s where school counselors come in. School
counselors are free for students to use, but they can have

an overwhelming number of students to help.

In the Minneapolis Public Schools, there are 450
students for every counselor. According to the American
School Counselor Association, the maximum should be
250 students per counselor. The Saint Paul Public Schools
has 230 students for every counselor. However, the
teachers in Saint Paul didn’t just get that; they fought for
itin their 2020 teachers’ strike.

As a student who struggles with mental health, it’s
extremely important to have someone to talk to. When
I don’t have someone to help me, I’'m not able to learn,
and I know other students who have the same struggles.
Counselors make it possible for us to learn. As students
deal with the fallout from distance learning and the
pandemic, counselors will be more necessary next year.
We must start funding and hiring more counselors now.

Vincent Summers
Highland Park

Editor’s note: Summers, 13, is a student at Sunny Hollow
Montessori School who will be transferring to Ramsey Middle
School next year.

Reimagining public safety
Police Chief Todd Axtell’s retirement gives us an
opportunity to reimagine how we deepen the alignment
with Saint Paul’s new Office of Neighborhood Safety.
It also is a chance to not settle for our current work on
public safety. The need to continue setting a high bar is
great. The pandemic has laid bare our need to address a
rise in mental health crises and our potential to care for
each other through restorative and redemptive processes
and investments in housing, libraries and youth centers.
Black, brown and white, we all need to continue to
reimagine how we serve our community and create a
sense of belonging and purpose for all.
Ann Mongoven
Highland Park

Interpreting Jesus’ truth

Regarding Diane Smith’s letter to the editor, “Bring
children to the truth” (MyVillager, May 11):

First, Christianity is not the U.S. state religion. We
don’t have one, because so far in that sense we are a free
country. We don’t all have to accept “the truth,” or Ms.
Smith’s interpretation of what Jesus preached.

I wonder if some of the instances of sexualizing,
stigmatizing, etc., of our children are gleaned from
sources that have their own motives to distort the truth?
“Grooming” is a buzz word for this alarm.

I wonder what motives, besides profit, an entity
would have for grooming children to take a path toward
immorality. I am no Biblical scholar, but from all I have
heard in my long life about Jesus of Nazareth, I doubt He
would have wanted our children to learn only part of the
truth.

Jane Thomson
Summit-University

The truth kids need to hear

It pains me to know that my gay and trans neighbors
had to read this letter to the editor (“Bring children to
the truth,” MyVillager, May 11). These rumors about
child grooming that are spreading across the country are
right out of the satanic panic playbook. They’re aimed at
providing an excuse for turning LGBT people back into
second-class citizens.

If anyone suspects that someone is grooming a child—
thatis, that someone is trying to manipulate a child into
having sex with them—they should immediately alert
the authorities and shield the child from contact. Writing
letters to the editor can wait.

Perhaps there is reason to be suspicious of why
suddenly a group of concerned citizens have hit on an
inflammatory term and are using it often but in the most
vague way. It’s harder to be called a liar when your claims
are so ambiguous. Kids should know that it’s OK to be gay
and that if you are, you won’t go to hell for it. That’s the
truth they need to hear.

Maria Lin
Macalester-Groveland

Do write, won’t you?

MyVillager welcomes letters to the editor and longer
guest editorials. All commentary must be signed,
indicate the neighborhood in which the writer lives
and include a phone number for verification purposes.
Please, send your commentary to MyVillager, 241S.
Cleveland Ave., Suite V, Saint Paul, MN 55105, email it
to letters@myvillager.com or submit it via our website
atmyvillager.com/editorial. The views expressed are
not the views of MyVillager.




WEDNESDAY, MAY 25, 2022

JOIN US AT MYVILLAGER.COM

PAGE 9

County studying ways to improve transit locally

By Jane McClure

ith as many as 3,800
new houses and apart-
ments expected to be built

over the next 20 years at Highland
Bridge, Ramsey County has initiated
a $500,000 study of how best to im-
prove transit in and around Highland
Park. The Blue Line/Riverview Con-
nection Study includes the Highland
Park as well as the West End, Macal-
ester-Groveland, Merriam Park and
Summit Hill neighborhoods of Saint
Paul and the adjacent neighborhoods
of South Minneapolis.

The study will identify possible
connections to the light-rail Blue Line
in South Minneapolis, the A Line rap-
id transit bus between the Blue Line
and Rosedale, and the proposed Riv-
erview Corridor streetcar line from
downtown Saint Paul to Minneapo-
lis-Saint Paul International Airport
and the Mall of America.

Ideas for improved transit will be
evaluated beginning in the fall. Bus
route changes are possible, as are
enhancements to the A Line and im-
proved pedestrian and bicycle con-
nections. However, the study is not

expected to produce any recommen-
dations for more light rail or street-
car lines, according to Scott Mareck,
senior transportation planner for
Ramsey County.

The Union Park District Council
(UPDC) and Highland District Coun-
cil transportation committees re-
viewed the upcoming study in Febru-
ary. A virtual open house on the study
was held on March 31.

The UPDC committee asked for
more transit connections running
north and south through the neigh-
borhood as well as additional con-
nections to the planned rapid transit
B Line bus. The B Line is scheduled

to begin service in 2024
along Selby and Mar-
shall avenues in Saint
Paul and Lake Street in
Minneapolis.

The transit study
comes at a time when
some local bus routes are
actually being suspend-
ed by Metro Transit.
The Route 84 bus along
Snelling Avenue and the
Route 70 bus along Saint
Clair Avenue were dis-
continued late last year.

Transit ridership has shrunk ap-
preciably over the past two years
due to the COVID-19 pandemic and
the increase in the number of people
working from home. Total ridership
fell from 17.3 million during the first
quarter of 2020 to 7.6 million during
the first quarter of 2021. Metro Tran-
sit has also been struggling to hire
enough bus drivers and train opera-
tors.

“We don’t know what the future
of transit (ridership) will be,” Mareck
said. “We assume we’ll see a gradual
return (of riders), but we also may be
looking at a new normal.”

Support builds for easing development process

By Jane McClure

liminating the required con-
Esent of local property owners
for certain land use changes
in Saint Paul has little opposition if a
May 13 public hearing before the Saint
Paul Planning Commission is any in-
dication. The proposal is touted as a
way to allow smaller-scale housing
and commercial projects to proceed
without the need for a petition that
has the signatures of two-thirds of the
property owners within 100 feet.
Two people addressed the commis-
sion at the public hearing, express-
ing support for removing the peti-
tion requirement. City planning staff
also heard from a few individuals and
groups, all of them in support of the
change. The Macalester-Groveland
Community Council’s board of direc-
tors voted in support of eliminating
the requirement on May 12, butits let-

ter was not received prior to the pub-
lic hearing.

According to Saint Paul city plan-
ner Kady Dadlez, developers have
had difficulty obtaining signatures
for consent petitions, especially from
absentee landlords and the owners
of condominiums in security build-
ings. Foreign languages and racial
prejudice have also been cited as ob-
stacles by applicants for the land-use
changes. Property owners have even
demanded to be paid for their signa-
tures, according to some applicants.

The proposal before the Planning
Commission would drop the consent
petition requirement for the estab-
lishment of a legal nonconforming
use, the re-establishment of a non-
conforming use, the expansion or re-
location of a nonconforming use, and
the use of a nonconforming commer-
cial parking lot.

The consent petition requirement

1 W

would also be eliminated for two con-
ditional use permits—for a new car-
riage house and for the conversion
or reuse of a residential structure or
a church or school with more than
9,000 square feet of gross floor area.

Even if the consent petition require-
ment is eliminated, anyone seeking
the approval of the Planning Com-
mission for a land-use change must
meet other technical requirements,
such as consistency with the city’s
comprehensive plan and with the
character of the surrounding neigh-
borhood. Consent petitions would
still be required for zoning changes.

The comments received by the
Planning Commission will be re-
viewed by its Comprehensive and
Neighborhood Planning Committee.
The consent petition changes will
then be sent back to the full commis-
sion for review and ultimately their
approval or denial.
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News Briefs

Comments sought on rebuilding
Grand from Snelling to Fairview

Plans for reconstructing Grand Avenue
between Snelling and Fairview avenues
will be the topic of a virtual meeting from
5:30-7 p.m. Wednesday, June 1. Sign up for
the meeting, take a survey and get infor-
mation at tinyurl.com/2p8ffed;.

Grand Avenue property owners, busi-
nesses and residential renters were noti-
fied of the meeting earlier in May. That sec-
tion of Grand is slated for reconstruction in
2024 at an estimated cost of $6.9 million.

The project calls for replacing street
pavement, sidewalks and underground
utilities. The existing cobra-style tall light
poles would also be replaced with lantern-
style street lighting.

Grand’s pavement is in very poor condi-
tion in places, ranging in rank from 13-51
on a scale of 100 being the best. The Saint
Paul Department of Public Works sees the
project, which is the first full reconstruc-
tion of that section of Grand in decades, as a
chance to refresh and the historic street and
better accommodate all modes of travel.

The project area borders Macalester Col-
lege, businesses, Ramsey Middle School,
and a mix of houses and apartment build-
ings. Public Works hopes to have the final
design wrapped up by early 2023.

Public comments are being sought
through a project survey and interactive
web map at stpaul.gov/projects/public
works/pw2024grandavereconstruction.

Meeting to lay out options for
Summit Avenue regional trail

A virtual meeting to review options for
the Summit Avenue Regional Trail Master
Plan will be held from 7-8 p.m. Monday,
June 6. Participants must sign up at tinyurl.
com/22cbm4k4. The city is also taking
comments at engagestpaul.org/summit.

The city’s Department of Parks and Rec-
reation has been working on design ideas
for the trail for several months. The plans
cover the entire length of Summit, from the
Mississippi River to downtown. Summit
has sidewalks on both sides, and on-street
bike lanes or shared traffic lanes.

City staff and a task force have looked
at several ideas for the corridor, including
separating the bike and walking trails from
the street. That could mean losing trees
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Avirtual meeting will be held on June 1regarding the city’s plans to reconstruct Grand Avenue from
Snelling to Fairview avenues (shown in red above) in 2024 at a cost of around $6.9 million.

along Summit, which has drawn objec-
tions from homeowners and the Summit
Avenue Residential Preservation Associa-
tion. City staff is emphasizing that no criti-
cal decisions have been made at this time
regarding green space.

After design ideas are presented to the
public, the master plan will go through a
review and approval process with the city’s
Parks and Recreation Commission and City
Council. That should wrap up this fall.

No funding for changes is allocated. In
the future, the city could seek regional trail
funding from the Metropolitan Council.

Public can get in-person look at
plans for River Learning Center

Three proposed plans for a Mississippi
River Learning Center will be unveiled at
an in-person public meeting from 6:30-
8:30 p.m. Thursday, June 9, at Watergate
Marina, 2500 Crosby Farm Road. Three
initial design concepts will be presented,
along with a list of guiding design princi-
ples. Meeting participants will be encour-
aged to share their preferences for each
alternative.

Some ideas for the plans came from an
online meeting in April to discuss cen-
ter ideas. Attendees are welcome to wear
masks, though they are not required.

The River Learning Center is a city-led
project combining a mixed-use, river-fo-
cused space and a National Park Service
headquarters at Crosby Farm Regional
Park. The center would serve as a nation-
al gateway to the Mississippi with year-
round river learning and outdoor recre-
ational experiences on and along the river.

The Great River Passage Conservancy
and the city of Saint Paul are working with

New York-based W Architecture & Land-
scape Architecture to lead the schematic
design process.

Schematic design includes site analy-
sis, exploring design concepts, providing
a general overview of the River Learning
Center’s basic features and programming,
and getting a general idea of the look and
feel of the project.

The group planning the center hopes to
have a final design ready for public review
in July, with design completion in the fall.
Construction hinges on when funding
becomes available.

Rodriguez, Wiese to lead city’s
parks, inspection departments

Two new city department heads have
been named by Saint Paul Mayor Melvin
Carter. Andy Rodriguez will lead the De-
partment of Parks and Recreation, and An-
gie Wiese will take the helm at the Depart-
ment of Safety and Inspections (DSI). Both
take over in June.

“From his childhood days to two de-
cades of service as a city employee, Andy
has invested a lifetime in our nationally-
renowned parks and recreation system,”
Carter said. “His energy, creativity and
vision will benefit our city greatly.”

Carter said Wiese has been an “invalu-
able teammate in our work to support
residents and businesses these past two
years. I'm thrilled to welcome her into our
cabinet.”

Rodriguez has worked in parks since
2005, serving in an array of program and
management positions, including recre-
ation program supervisor overseeing nine
community recreation facilities, and vol-
unteer coordinator for more than 2,000

parks volunteers annually. Since 2019, he
has been recreation services manager.

The Saint Paul native took part in parks
programs growing up. He is a graduate of
Central High School and has a bachelor’s
degree in urban studies from Augsburg.

For nearly 17 years, Wiese has been
championing the health and safety of city
residents. She has served as the DSI’s in-
terim director, fire safety manager and fire
protection engineer, as well as handling
public information for the department.

She also served as president of the Fire
Marshals Association of Minnesota for
eight years and as a board member of the
International Code Council since 2018. She
has a master’s degree in public adminis-
tration at Hamline University, and a bach-
elor’s in mechanical engineering at Purdue
University.

Billy’s seeks noise variances

for outdoor summer events

Billy’s on Grand, 695 Grand Ave., is re-
questing noise variances in order to have
amplified music during a handful of out-
door events this summer. The Summit Hill
Association (SHA) will hold a virtual meet-
ing at 7 p.m. Tuesday, May 24, to review
the requests with neighbors. The link is at
https://bit.ly/SHA-ZLU.

The proposed events include celebrating
what was being called Grand Days on June
5, Juneteenth on June 19, Freedom Day on
July 2, a food truck event on July 23 and
Kids’ Day on August 20.

A previous request to extend alcohol ser-
vice into its parking lot for each of these
events has been withdrawn.

Billy’s request for city liquor and en-
tertainment licenses is still pending. The
business is operating under licenses held
by the previous owner, as is city practice
when a business changes hands. The city’s
Department of Safety and Inspections has
not announced a hearing date. The request
will eventually go to the Saint Paul City
Council for action.

SHA recommended in April that Billy’s
not be allowed to stay open until 2 a.m.,
citing neighborhood concerns about pa-
tron behavior and problems in the sur-
rounding neighborhood.

News Briefs were compiled by Jane McClure.
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District Councils

highlanddistrictcouncil.org
651-695-4005

Garage Fest—Highland Park’s
annual garage sale is back this
spring. Garage Fest will take place
from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Friday and Sat-
urday, June 3-4. People can register
their sale by May 26 to be included
in promotions of the event. For
more information, visit highland
districtcouncil.org/events/.

River Learning Center—The city
of Saint Paul and the Great River Passage
Conservancy will host an in-person meet-
ing from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Thursday, June
9, at Watergate Marina to view and share
thoughts on initial design concepts for
the River Learning Center. The center will
combine a mixed-use, river-focused space
with a National Park Service headquarters
at Crosby Farm Regional Park.

Blood and donation drives—Blood
can be donated by appointment between
10 a.m. and 3 p.m. Friday, June 17, at the
Highland Park Community Center, 1978
Ford Pkwy. The link to sign up with Memo-
rial Blood Center can be found on the HDC
website. The council will also be collecting
nonperishable food for Francis Basket food
pantry during the same hours.

Movie and bike giveaway—Join the
HDC and the Saint Paul Department of
Parks and Recreation at the Sibley Manor
Apartments, 1300 W. Maynard Drive, on
Friday, June 17, for outdoor games, snacks
and the showing of the movie Soul starting
at dusk. A limited number of free bikes and
helmets for kids ages 5-10 will be available
beginning at 6:30 p.m. on a first-come,
first-served basis.

Upcoming meetings—board of direc-
tors, including a presentation by the High-
land Heritage Project, at 7 p.m. Thursday,
June 2. The meeting will take place at the
Highland Community Center, 1978 Ford
Pkwy., with an option to join online. Get
the Zoom link and agendas by visiting
highlanddistrictcouncil.org/calendar.

Macalester-Groveland
macgrove.org ¢ 651-695-4000

Little Free Library tour—The Macal-
ester-Groveland Community Council is
conducting a self-guided tour of the Little
Free Libraries in the neighborhood from
now through June 4. People are encour-
aged to walk or bike to as many libraries as
they can and complete the crossword clue
at each one. They can then log the libraries
they have visited with the correlating code
and submit their logs for a chance to win a
prize. A map and library log can be found
at macgrove.org/littlefreelibrarytour.

Mac-Grove Fest—The community
council is looking for people to participate
in the 2022 Mac-Grove Fest on September
10 at the Edgcumbe Recreation Center.
Possible activities include stage perfor-
mances and interactive art projects. Artist
stipends are available, and the application
deadline is June 1. The festival also will in-
clude a Makers Market, where local art-
ists and craftspeople can sell their work,
and a Business Marketplace, where local
businesses and organizations can sell their
products, conduct giveaways and provide
activities related to their businesses. The
registration deadline is July 13. For infor-
mation, email alyssa@macgrove.org or
visit macgrove.org/2022registration.

Office hours—The community coun-
cil office is now open to the public from
5-6:30 p.m. on Mondays and from 11:30
am.-1 p.m. on Wednesdays. Masks
are required.

Union Park [sj‘:‘?\‘,':rl:;ty
Summit Hill
Macalester-
Groveland
West 7th
Highland Park
District
councils in
MyVillager's
darea.

Upcoming meetings—Housing and
Land Use Committee on Wednesday, May
25; and board of directors on Thursday,
June 9. All meetings will begin at 6:30
p-m. via Zoom. For log-in details, visit
macgrove.org/participate.

s L] I I L] I I
summithillassociation.org
651-222-1222

SHA’s neighborhood role—The Sum-
mit Hill Association’s board of directors
has added an article to its website to clarify
its role and guide neighbors to the correct
city departments if they have concerns
about incidents in the neighborhood. Visit
SummitHillAssociation.org/news.

Board openings—Volunteers are sought
to join the SHA board. The monthly time
commitment is one evening board meet-
ing (2 hours) and a committee assignment
(1-4 hours). To apply, visit SummitHillAs-
sociation.org/join-the-board.

Upcoming meetings—Development
Committee on Wednesday, May 25; and
Neighborhood Plan Committee on Tues-
day, May 31. For more information and to
participate in the 7 p.m. Zoom meetings,
visit SummitHillAssociation.org/calendar.

UnionPark
unionparkdc.org * 651-645-6887

Micro-grants—The Union Park District
Council is accepting applications for 2022
micro-grants. Funds of up to $400 can be
granted. Projects must occur in Union Park
and should be activities that foster neigh-
borhood togetherness. Applications will
be accepted until June 1. Email wako@
unionparkdc.org for more information.

Upcoming meetings—board of direc-
tors, 7 p.m. Wednesday, June 1; and Trans-
portation Committee, 6:30 p.m. Monday,
June 13. To access the Zoom meetings, visit
unionparkdc.org/calendar.

Contact us—The public is invited to
“like” the Union Park District Council on
Facebook, follow it on Twitter at @Union-
ParkDC, and subscribe to its e-newsletter,
“Neighborhood Matters,” by emailing
wako@unionparkdc.org.

WestSeventh

fortroadfederation.org
651-298-5599

Blood drive—The West Seventh/Fort
Road Federation and the American Red
Cross will hold a blood drive from 1-7 p.m.
Wednesday, June 1, at Clutch Brewing in
the Keg & Case Market, 928 W. Seventh St.
Visit RedCrossBlood.org to sign up.

Upcoming meetings—Transporta-
tion and Land Use Committee, 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, June 1; and board of directors,
7 p.m. Monday, June 13. The meetings will
be held via Zoom. For information, visit
fortroadfederation.org/calendar.

Dear MyVillager Advertiser

Do you know that Advertising with MyVillager does
more for you now for at least two reasons?

1.) Paid memberships are rising steadily, holding ad costs down.

2.) Print + online ad impressions are significantly outperforming
print alone ads, because the MyVillager universe now includes
these publishing outlets supportive of advertising:

Member-Paid Print « Complete print edition of news, personalities, crime,
art, sports, etc., USPS delivered to member mailboxes.

FreePrint « An abbreviated edition, delivered to doorsteps by carriers.

myvillager.com o Everything in the paid-member print edition, plus more
content we couldn’t fit, surrounded by click-through ads.
e-Fliphook  « A digital version of the member-paid print edition with click-
through ads. Try it and click-through your ad to your website.
e-Newsletter « Periodic updates of what's going on emailed to members.
To sponsor e-newsletters, contact gball@myvillager.com

Facebook « At 7000+ followers, we don’t sell ads here. We drive traffic to
myvillager.com where your ad is waiting!

Currently, 100% of “print ads” appear in both print versions AND, at
no additional cost to you, the e-Flipbook at myvillager.com. However,
adding a “live ad” to the mix offers the greatest number of
impressions (views). Pro tip: As the number of member-paid print
copies continues to grow, expect the number of free print copies
carried to doorsteps to decrease.

There’s a lot more to like about
MyVillager’s advertising, these days.
gball@myvillager.com ¢ 651-699-1462
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The following criminal incidents were com-
piled from Saint Paul and Mendota Heights
police reports. For car thefts and more crime
reports not mentioned in this print edition, go
to MyVillager.com.

Robbery—A carjacking at gunpoint
was reported at an apartment on the 1900
block of Ford Parkway on May 17.

Burglary—Highland Collision Center,
2042 W. Seventh St., was broken into on
May 11.

Theft—A theft from auto of items val-
ued at more than $1,000 was reported at
Hidden Falls Park on May 4.

—A man and woman reportedly stole
a work truck and attached trailer on the
1400 block of Pleasant Avenue on May 6.

—A theft of items valued at more than
$1,000 was reported at Five Guys Burgers
and Fries, 2026 Ford Pkwy., on May 6.

—Catalytic converters were reported
stolen from vehicles on the 2000 block
of Yorkshire Avenue on May 6-7, the 700
block of Mount Curve Boulevard and the
1800 block of Bohland Avenue on May 8,
the 1200 block of Hartford Avenue on May
8, the 1300 block of Highland Parkway
on May 7-19, and on Scheffer Avenue and
Brimhall Street on May 10.

—A known male and female shoplifter
stole two shopping carts full of merchan-
dise from Target, 2080 Ford Pkwy., on May
10. The female suspect was arrested for
theft and drug possession after trying to
flee police, but the male suspect got away.

Assault—A student was reportedly as-
saulted by another student at Holy Spirit
School, 515 S. Albert St., on May 5.

—A vehicle was shot at near Cleveland
Avenue and Ford Parkway on May 6.

—A 19-year-old man was arrested for
domestic assault and giving false informa-
tion to police on the 1400 block of Pleasant
Avenue on May 10.

Miscellaneous—Three windows were
broken at Edgcumbe Presbyterian Church,
2149 Edgcumbe Road, on May 6-7.

—Highland Park High School, 1015 S.
Snelling Ave., reported receiving a voice-
mail threat at 5:33 p.m. on Friday, May 6,
stating that three bombs would go off in
the school in three hours. The school did
not listen to the message until Monday,
May 9.

—Felony damage to property was re-
ported at Edgcumbe Presbyterian Church,
2149 Edgcumbe Road, on May 7-8, and at
Saint Paul Academy, 1810 Randolph Ave.,
on May 8-9.

—A woman was arrested for criminal
damage to property after reportedly kick-
ing over a moped and for harassing a man
on the 1500 block of Saint Paul Avenue on
May 12. She was back banging on the walls
of his apartment and damaging his vehicle
again the next evening.

—Felony damage to property was re-
ported on Hamline and Juno avenues on
May 15.

—Someone threw a stone through the
door window at Firestone, 2269 Ford
Pkwy., on May 16-17.

Burglary—An apartment burglary was
reported on the 1200 block of Marshall Av-
enue on May 13.

Theft—A theft from auto of items val-
ued at more than $1,000 was reported at
Skyline Tower, 1247 Saint Anthony Ave., on
May 8.

—A purse-snatching was reported at
HealthPartners, 451 N. Dunlap St, on
May 12.

Assault—A mother of a special needs

student said her child was assaulted by
staff at Central High School on May 17.

Miscellaneous—Felony damage to
property was reported on the 1200 block of
Goodrich Avenue on May 5.

—A man was taken to the hospital for
evaluation after he was seen on the east
side of the Midway Target huffing Endust
and drinking alcohol on May 10.

—A man was arrested on an outstanding
warrant after he was found slumped overin
avehicle at the Midway Target on May 15.

Macalester-Groveland

Theft—Catalytic converters were re-
ported stolen from vehicles on the 1800
block of Randolph Avenue on May 4, the
1400 block of Fairmount Avenue on May 5,
the 1100 block of Juliet Avenue on May 6-8,
the 1300 block of Lincoln Avenue on May
7-8, the 2100 block of Goodrich Avenue on
May 8, on Howell Street and Sargent Ave-
nue on May 5, the 1200 block of Fairmount
on May 7, the 1200 block of Palace Avenue
on May 10, and the 1800 block of Berkeley
Avenue on May 11-12.

—Two men were found slumped over in
a stolen vehicle on the 1600 block of Juliet
Avenue on May 10. The 21-year-old male
driver was arrested for possession of stolen
property.

Miscellaneous—Criminal damage to
property was reported at Cinema Ballroom
on May 6.

Mendota Heights

Theft—Credit cards and cash were re-
ported stolen from an employee break
room on the 700 block of Main Street on
May 2.

—Catalytic converters were reported
stolen from vehicles on the 2300 block of
Nashua Lane and the 1000 block of North-
land Drive on May 3, the 1400 block of
Northland on May 4, and the 1300 block
of Northland and the 1200 block of Centre
Pointe Curve on May 6.

—A loaded handgun that turned out to
be stolen was found in the woods on High-
way 13 and Acacia Drive on May 10.

—A running truck with a loaded gun in-
side was reported stolen on the 1700 block
of Dodd Road on May 12.

Assault—A woman was cited for assault
after police responded to a report of a cou-
ple arguing on the 700 block of South Plaza
Way on May 11.

Miscellaneous—Police saw a suspicious
vehicle leave the vicinity of a closed busi-
ness on the 1600 block of Lilydale Road
on May 6. Illegal drugs were recovered
and formal charges against the driver and
passenger were pending.

Burglary—A business was burglarized
and a vehicle was stolen on the 1700 block
of Selby Avenue on May 6.

—XKinder Village Child Care Center, 504 E.
Lynnhurst Ave., was burglarized on May 13.

Theft—A gun was reported stolen from
a room at the Quality Inn, 1964 University
Ave., on May 6.

—Catalytic converters were reported
stolen from vehicles on Laurel Avenue and
Wilder Street on May 6-7, on Hague Avenue
and Pierce Street on May 8, the 1800 block
of Portland Avenue on May 11, and the 1900
block of Ashland Avenue on May 15.

—Five males stole a vehicle on Cleveland
and Ashland avenues on May 15.

Assault—A man was taken to Regions
Hospital after being assaulted by three
boys and a girl on the 1800 block of Univer-
sity Avenue when he left the light-rail train
platform on May 7.

Miscellaneous—Felony damage to

property was reported at Pelham Boule-
vard and Myrtle Street on May 8-9.

Theft—A running vehicle was reported
stolen on the 1400 block of Marshall Av-
enue on May 11.

Assault—A 38-year-old man was iden-
tified as the perpetrator of an assault at
LA Fitness, 1370 University Ave., on May 9.

Miscellaneous—Felony damage to
property was reported at the Holiday Sta-
tion, 1345 Marshall Ave., on May 9.

—A man was arrested on a felony war-
rant after he caused a disturbance at Park
Liquor, 140 N. Snelling Ave., on May 10.

Robbery—Freewheel Bike, 799 Grand
Ave., was robbed by a suspect who implied
he had a knife on May 13.

Theft—A laptop computer and iPad
were reported stolen from a vehicle on the
800 block of Grand Avenue on May 4.

—Catalytic converters were reported
stolen from vehicles on the 900 block of
Fairmount Avenue on May 4-5, the 200
block of South Dunlap Street on May 8, the
700 block of Lincoln Avenue on May 11-12,
the 600 block of Summit Avenue on May 11,
and the 700 block of Fairmount on May 15.

—A shoplifting loss of items valued at
more than $1,000 was reported at Evereve,
867 Grand Ave., on May 7.

Assault—A woman was reportedly
punched and kicked by two other females
inside Billy’s on Grand, 857 Grand Ave., on
May 15. Security personnel broke up the
fight and escorted the suspects out of the
bar.

Miscellaneous—A 60-year-old man
was arrested for DWI after he was found
unconscious behind the wheel of his ve-
hicle on May 13 at Victoria Crossing South,
850 Grand Ave.

—Felony damage to property was re-
ported on the 700 block of Summit Avenue
on May 13.

—A 27-year-old man was arrested for
DWI after being stopped for speeding on
Pleasant and Saint Clair avenues on May
15. A 27-year-old male passenger was cited
for obstruction for yelling at the officers
and getting out of the vehicle when being
told multiple times to stay inside.

Robbery—A suspect stole a man’s wal-
let during a strong-arm robbery on May 14
on the 400 block of Dayton Avenue.

Burglary—A residential burglary was
reported on the 900 block of Selby Avenue
on May 16.

Theft—Catalytic converters were re-
ported stolen from vehicles on the 300
block of Laurel Avenue on May 2-3, and the
900 block of Portland Avenue on May 11.

—An accident that caused injuries in-
volving a stolen vehicle was reported on
Summit Avenue and Victoria Street on May
6. A 17-year-old female suspect was evalu-
ated at the hospital and later booked for
receiving stolen property, careless driving
and driving without a license.

—Items valued at more than $1,000
were reported stolen from a construction
site on the 500 block of Selby Avenue on
May 11-12.

—A moped was reported stolen on the
900 block of Selby Avenue on May 13-14.

—A 35-year-old man was arrested for
felony possession of stolen property and
drugs after he was found slumped in a
vehicle in an alley on the 1000 block of
Carroll Avenue on May 16.

Assault—A female was taken to Regions
Hospital for non-life-threatening injuries

after being shot on the 800 block of Selby
Avenue on May 7.

—A girl reportedly received minor in-
juries during an assault at Carty Park, 705
Iglehart Ave., on May 9.

—A man was the victim of an assault
with a dangerous weapon on Avon Street
and Concordia Avenue on May 16.

Weapons—Four large bullet holes
were discovered in a vehicle that had been
parked on the 1000 block of Hague Avenue
on May 10-20.

—A shell casing was found in a drive-
way after gunfire was reported on the 900
block of Carroll Avenue on May 10.

Miscellaneous—Officers were called
to the Dale Street Place apartments, 313
N. Dale St., on May 9 regarding a suspect
who was pouring lighter fluid on victims.
The suspect was taken to the hospital for a
mental health evaluation.

—Felony damage to property was re-
ported on the 600 block of Portland
Avenue on May 12-13.

WestEpd

Burglary—A break-in of a unit at Public
Storage, 875 Montreal Way, was reported
on May 6.

Theft—Catalytic converters were re-
ported stolen from vehicles on the 400
block of Saint Clair Avenue on May 5-6, the
1100 block of Elway Street on May 7-8, the
700 block of Bayard Avenue on May 7-8,
and on Drake Street and Juno Avenue on
May 10.

—Police received a report of a person
stealing copper wire on James and Ran-
dolph avenues on May 7.

—A suspect stole money from the cash
register of a smoke shop at 201 W. Seventh
St. on May 9.

—A man was seen stealing copper wire
from light poles near the High Bridge dog
park on Randolph Avenue on May 14.

Assault—A woman reported being as-
saulted by a suspect who took indecent
liberties with her at the Holiday Inn, 175 W.
Seventh St., on May 8.

—A 36-year-old woman was arrested
for felony assault and obstructing the legal
process on May 7 in an apartment on the
500 block of West Seventh Street.

—A person was taken to the hospital af-
ter reportedly being shot in the hand and
leg in an apartment on the 200 block of
Wilkin Street on May 9.

—A man reported being punched in
the face by a suspect on West Seventh and
Chestnut streets on May 15.

—A 37-year-old man was arrested for
assault after he reportedly spit at a female
when she was entering the Downtown-
er Woodfire Grill, 253 W. Seventh St., on
May 15.

—A 28-year-old woman was arrested
for domestic assault, obstruction, provid-
ing a false name and an outstanding war-
rant after she was found with another per-
son slumped over in a vehicle on the 1100
block of Pleasant Avenue on May 17.

Miscellaneous—Officers responded to
a report of a man down in an alley on the
900 block of Juno Avenue and arrested a
35-year-old man for drug possession on
May 6.

—A male reportedly threw a rock
through a window causing felony damage
to My Darling Bridal, 277 W. Seventh St.,
on May 6.

—Damage to property was reported on
the 100 block of Forbes Avenue on May 7,
and at the Highland Nursery, 1742 W. Sev-
enth St., on May 8.

—A male suspect was seen breaking
windows at the former Freedom House,
296 W. Seventh St., on May 12.
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Out of the ashes

Composed during COVID: Jeff Ray
& the Stakes release ‘In the Fire'

By Carolyn Walkup

uitarist Jeff Ray and harmonica
Gplayer “Hurricane” Harold

Tremblay met in 2009 when Ray
was playing a solo gig at ].S. Bean Factory
on Randolph Avenue. “I heard him and
asked him to be on my show,” recalled
Tremblay, host of the long-running
weekly blues and roots radio show “House
Party” on public radio station KFAI.

The two formed a duo and recorded
their first album, the bluesy “Carriage
House Sessions,” in 2011. They entered
the Minnesota Blues Society’s Road to
Memphis competition and won in the duo
category. That led to a performance at the
annual International Blues Competition
in Memphis. Soon after, they joined
with Mikkel Beckmen on percussion and
washboard and Nick Salisbury on electric
bass and foot shaker to form the band Jeff
Ray & the Stakes.

Jeff Ray & the Stakes will celebrate the
release of their new album, “In the Fire,”
in concert on June 9 at the Hook & Ladder

The release party for “In the
Fire” will be held from 7-10
p-m. Thursday, June 9, at the

Hook & Ladder in Minneapolis.

Jeff Ray & the Stakes will play
first, followed by the Pistol
Whipping Party Penguins.

Theater in South Minneapolis. The album
is their first since “Valhalla” in 2015. It
features 11 songs of roots and bluegrass
music, nine of which were written by Ray.

Ray, a Highland Park resident whose
real name is Jeff Digre, plays finger-style
and resonator guitar. He wrote the nine
songs during the pandemic when he and
the band had nowhere to play except their
front yards.

Tremblay, who lives in Macalester-
Groveland, described the original
compositions as a collaborative effort. Ray
introduces the songs, but the rest of the
band “fleshes them out,” he said. There s

in the fire

&7«% % 7y & v‘/zLSfm{«:r

alot of improvisation involved,

quartet.

While the band has fun
playing together, most of the
songs on “In the Fire” have
serious messages. The track
“Hard Times,” for example, is a
reflection on the impacts of the
pandemic as well as the civil
unrest that followed the murder
of George Floyd in May of 2020.

Ray, who works as a
pharmacist at Cub Foods on
University Avenue, said his
pharmacy was the only one in
that Midway neighborhood
that was spared in the riots.
Nearby Lloyd’s Pharmacy was
burned to the ground, and the

which seems to work well for the

Jeff Ray and “Hurricane” Harold Tremblay jammed in Ray’s Highland Park home in preparation for Jeff
Ray & the Stakes’ album release show on June 9 at the Hook and Ladder. poro sy BrAD STAUFFER

CVS Pharmacy at University and Snelling
avenues was badly damaged.

“We evacuated (Cub Foods) as the riots
started,” Ray recalled. “At the same time,
people were dying from COVID. It was
pretty intense.”

Most of Ray’s songs have positive
messages. Some are related to his
appreciation of nature and his philosophy
aboutlife. “I dabble in Buddhism and
meditation and reflect on existence and
the world,” he said.

Instrumental guitar and harmonica
solos are featured on almost all of the
tracks. Bluegrass predominates, though
British folk, rock and world music with an
East Indian edge can also be heard on the
album.

Tremblay retired a year ago from his
long-time job in letterpress and specialty
printing. He now has more time to devote
to music, including emceeing a weekly
program of national and regional bands at
the 331 Club in Minneapolis and recruiting
top Twin Cities talent for his All Star Blues
Revues at several local venues.

Beckmen has played and recorded with

GARDEN CENTER
-RESH FLOWERS

4%

Great Prices!
Local Delivery!

\

LEITNER’S

)
LT

, -
Naturally Beautiful

Flowers & Plants
651-291-2655

LeitnersStPaul.com
945 Randolph Ave St. Paul p

J

17

Mon-Fri 7am-7pm
Sat 9-4pm

many local musicians, including Charlie
Parr, Mike Munson and Pat Donohue.
Salisbury is a full-time musician who
recently toured Germany with the band
Brian Fallon & the Howling Weather.

Ray said his band is best showcased at
listening rooms and auditoriums rather
than in bars. They perform all over the
Twin Cities area and in other parts of the
state.

Tremblay and Ray will be playing
together at the Smokin in Steele BBQ
& Blues Festival on Friday, June 3, in
Owatonna. Beckmen and Ray have a duo
gig from 5-7 p.m. Thursday, June 23, at
the Dubliner on University Avenue and
Vandalia Street.

The release party for “In the Fire” will
be held from 7-10 p.m. Thursday, June 9,
at Hook & Ladder, 3010 Minnehaha Ave.
S.in Minneapolis. Jeff Ray & the Stakes
will play first, followed by the bluegrass
band the Pistol Whipping Party Penguins.
Tickets are $15 in advance, $20 at the door,
$25 for reserved front-row seats.

For more information and a copy of the
album, visit jeffraymusic.com.
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Music

Bach Tage (Bach Day), the 15th annual
celebration of the music of ].S. Bach, will
be presented on June 4 and 5 at Mount
Olive Lutheran Church, 3045 Chicago
Ave. S.in Minneapolis. The two-day
convocation will feature two free public
concerts. The magic of three voices will

be highlighted at 4 p.m. Saturday in

a concert featuring soprano Heather
Cogswell, baroque flutist David Ross,
cellist Tulio Rondon, violinist Marc Levine
and harpsichordist Tami Morse. Bach’s
Cantata 78 and Pachelbel’s Magnificat will
be performed by the Bach Tage orchestra
and chorus with guest soloists, conductor
Kathleen Romey and organist David
Cherwien at 4 p.m. Sunday, June 5.

Theater

Runestone! A Rock Musical, the larger-
than-life story of a Minnesota farmer
caught in the whirlwind of an ever
growing myth, is playing through May
29 at History Theatre, 30 E. 10th St. The
new play by Mark Jensen with music

by Gary Rue is the true story of Swedish
immigrant Olof Ohman, who in 1898 dug
up arock on his farm near Kensington that
contained carved runes indicating that
the Vikings were in Minnesota centuries
before Columbus. Tickets are $15-$65,
and streaming will be available. Visit
historytheatre.com or call 651-292-4320.

Airness, playwright Chelsea Marcantel’s
comedy about the world of competitive

air guitar playing, is playing through June
5 on the proscenium stage at Park Square
Theatre, 20 W. Seventh Place. Call 651-291-
7005 or visit parksquaretheatre.org.

Mikell Sapp will present his one-man
autobiographical show, Charlie Black,
from May 28 through June 12 at Pillsbury
House Theatre, 3501 Chicago Ave. S. in
Minneapolis. The comical and heartfelt
drama tells of the trials and triumphs of a
young Black man from Alabama striving
to find his place as a theater artist in Min-
nesota. Show times are 8 p.m. May 28,
June 1-4 and 8-11 and 5:30 p.m. May 29,
June 5 and 12. For ticket information, visit
pillsburyhouseandtheatre.org.

A madcap comedy inspired by the earliest
stirrings of the gay rights movement,
Perfect Arrangement will open on June

3 at Theatre in the Round, 245 Cedar

Ave. S. in Minneapolis. Set in 1950, the
play by Topher Payne tells of two State
Department employees who have been
tasked with identifying sexual deviants
within their ranks. The problem is, they
are gay and have married each other’s
partners as cover. Show times are 7:30
p-m. Fridays and Saturdays and 2 p.m.
Sundays through June 26. Tickets are $25,
$20 for students and seniors. Call 612-333-
3010 or visit theatreintheround.org.

The Roommate, a dark comedy by Jen
Silverman about an empty-nester who
takes in a Bronx lodger sight unseen, will
be performed June 3-19 at Mixed Blood
Theatre, 1501 S. Fourth St. in Minneapolis.
Greta Oglesby and Alison Edwards star as
an unlikely pair of women who in sharing
pieces of their past discover what it takes
to reroute your life and what happens
when the wheels come off. Show times are
7:30 p.m. Thursdays through Saturdays
and 2 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays. Tickets
are $20-$32. Visit primeprods.org.

Twelve Angry Men, a musical version

of the courtroom drama about jury
deliberations in the trial of an alleged
murderer, will open on June 11 at Theater
Latté Da’s Ritz Theater, 345 13th Ave. NE

in Minneapolis. Peter Rothstein directs
the production, which was adapted from
the play by Reginald Rose and features
music and lyrics by Michael Holland.
Curtis Bannister, T. Mychael Rambo,
James Detmar and Bradley Greenwald
star. Following previews on June 8-10, 33
evening and matinee performances are
scheduled. Tickets start at $35. Call 612-
339-3003 or visit latteda.org.

Film

The Minnesota Cuban Film Festival will
light up the big screen at 7 p.m. Thursdays,
May 26 through June 30, at the MSP Film
Society’s Saint Anthony Main Theatre, 115
Main St. SE in Minneapolis. The schedule
includes Cancion de Barrio (Neighborhood
Song), a documentary about Silvio
Rodriguez’s tour of Cuban neighborhoods;
La Emboscada (The Ambush), a drama
about a standoff between four Cuban
soldiers and counterrevolutionary forces
in Angola; Cuba in Africa, a documentary
about the 420,000 Cuban soldiers,
teachers, doctors and nurses who gave
everything to end colonial rule and
apartheid in southern Africa; El Mayor
(The Major), a drama about Cuban
revolutionary Ignacio Agramonte y Loynaz
(1841-1873); Los Hermanos (The Brothers), a
documentary about Cuban-born brothers
living on opposite sides of a geopolitical
divide; El Ultimo Balsero (The Last Rafter), a
drama about a young Cuban who risks his
life crossing the Florida straits to search
for his father in Miami; and Volverdn los
abrazos (I'll hold you again), a documentary
about the Cuban doctors who have

fought the coronavirus pandemic. For
reservations, call 612-824-6109 or visit
facebook.com/MNCubanFilmFestival.

Exhibits

Minnesota Center for Book Arts, 1011
Washington Ave. S. in Minneapolis,

will display the works of its own artist
collective from May 26 through July 30.
Featured book artists include Robyn
Awend, Julie Baugnet, Celeste Brosenne,
Megan Burchett, Marjorie Fedyszyn,
Wendy Fernstrum, Robin Garwood,
Genevieve Lapp, Jessie Merriam, Raven
Miller, Bridget O’Malley, August Schultz,
Christopher Selleck, Richard Stephens
and Ben Weaver. An opening reception
is scheduled from 6-8 p.m. Thursday,
May 26. Admission is free. To RSVP, visit
mnbookarts.org.

Historic Fort Snelling will reopen on
Memorial Day weekend with a new
visitor center, rehabbed cavalry barracks,
expanded interpretive displays, Indige-
nous landscapes, scenic paths and stun-
ning river overlooks. See the $34.5 million
in recent improvements to the Minnesota
Historical Society’s premier site. New
exhibits relate the history of this place
where the Minnesota and Mississippi
Rivers meet. In addition to the fort’s
century and a half as a U.S. Army post, the
displays address the area’s long history

as home to the Dakota, Ojibwe and other
Native Americans. Hours are 10 a.m.-5
p.m. Saturday through Monday, May
28-30, and 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Wednesdays
through Sundays during the rest of the
summer. Admission is $12, $10 for seniors
and college students and active military,
$8 for children ages 5-17. Visit mnhs.org or
call 612-726-1171.

Walking tours of the historic areas in
and around downtown Saint Paul will be
offered at 10 a.m. Wednesdays in June,
July and August. Led by the Landmark
Center Volunteer Association, the tours

‘Venice of the North. recorder player
Cléa Galhano will join Lyra Baroque Orchestra

in concerts at 5:30 and 7:30 p.m. Saturday, June

11, in Sundin Hall, 1531 Hewitt Ave. The “Venice

of the North” program will feature a concerto by
Mancini based on a sonata for recorder and basso
continuo by Dutch composer Wim ten Have, along
with works by Albinoni, Bernardi, Locatelli and
Vivaldi. Tickets are $5-$30. Visit lyrabaroque.org.

are free with pre-registration. The sche-
dule includes It Happened Right Here:
Saint Paul’s Origins Tour, conducted by
storyteller J.B. Eckert on the first Wed-
nesday of each month beginning at the
Robert Street entrance to Kellogg Park; the
Rice Park Tour beginning at Landmark
Center on the second Wednesday of

each month; and the Great River Tour
beginning at Upper Landing Park on the
third Wednesday of each month. The
Rice Park and Great River tours are also
available virtually. For reservations, visit
landmarkcenter.org or call Sydney at 651-
292-3063.

Books

SubText Books, 6 W. Fifth St., will present
avirtual discussion with Stephanie Tru-
deau, editor of Anthony Scaduto’s Bob
Dylan biography, The Dylan Tapes,at 7
p-m. Thursday, May 26; and an in-person
discussion with Andrea Gilats, author of
After Effects: A Memoir of Complicated
Grief, at 7 p.m. Thursday, June 2, at the
Jewish Community Center, 1375 Saint Paul
Ave. Both programs are free. Call 651-493-
2791 or visit subtextbooks.com.

Family

The Teddy Bear Band will present a free
show from 6-6:45 p.m. Wednesday, June 1,
in Mendakota Park, located off Dodd Road
and Highway 62 in Mendota Heights.

The Flint Hills Family Festival returns

to downtown Saint Paul on June 3

and 4 with scores of free and low-cost
performances. Featured in the Ordway
Concert Hall or the adjacent Landmark
Center will be Cirque Mechanics in
Birdhouse Factory at 6 p.m. Friday and 11
a.m. and 3 p.m. Saturday; Shapeshiftin
Be Your Own Superhero at 10 a.m. and 2
p-m. Saturday; and Artistry in Polkadots:
The Cool Kids Musical at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.
Saturday. Tickets for these shows are

$8. More than 50 free performances will
be presented on Friday evening and all
day Saturday in Rice Park;, in front of the
Ordway or on Landmark Plaza. Performers
include Squonk Opera, Chicks on Sticks,
Afrocontigbo, Dao Lan Dance, drumHeart,
Enso Daiko, Katha Dance Theatre,

D] Digie, D] Huh? What??, Kalpulli
Yaocenoxtli, Los Alegres Bailadores,
Natyakala Dance, House of Dance, Native

Pride Dancers, Salsa del Soul, Siama’s
Congo Roots, Nunnabove, magicians
Kristoffer Olson and Markus Klegg, Todd
’n’ Tina and the Unicycling Unicorn. Free
art activities, face painting and balloon
artistry will also be in abundance. Food
trucks and a beer garden will be available.
For information, visit ordway.org/festival.

Juneteenth, a commemoration of the
end of slavery in the American South in
1865, will be celebrated with live music,
art exhibits, a story stroll and food trucks
from 11:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, June 11,
outside of Latimer Library, 90 W. Fourth
St. Thomasina Petrus, Junauda Petrus-
Nasah and Lance Brunius will be among
the performers. Call 651-266-7000.

Et cetera

Kickoff to Summer, a five-day event
with 31 State Fair food and beverage
vendors and live entertainment on three
stages, will be held from May 26-30 at the
Minnesota State Fairgrounds. Children’s
activities, Trivia Mafia, board and yard
games, specialty shopping and Memorial
Day programs will also be featured.
Attendance is limited. Timed tickets are
$12.50, free for children age 4 and under.
Hours are 4:30-9:30 p.m. Thursday and
Friday, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. and 4:30-9:30 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday, and 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Monday. Visit mnstatefair.org or call 651-
288-4427.

Two free courses in mindfulness medi-
tation will be offered this summer by
Highland Park resident Diane Rubright of
Compassion Within LLC. Four 90-minute
classes will be held on Wednesdays, June
1-22 or June 29-July 20. They meet three
times by Zoom and a final time outdoors
as a group. They are part of Rubright’s
participation in a meditation certification
program. For information or to register,
contact her at drdianerubright@aol.com
or 612-723-0569.

Safe Passage for Children will hold

its spring open house from 3-8 p.m.
Saturday, June 4, at the Highland Picnic
Pavilion, 1200 Montreal Ave. Learn more
about this child welfare organization
and enjoy food, beverages, live music,
games and a silent auction. To RSVP, visit
safepassageforchildren.org by May 28.

“What the World Needs Now,” the
Northern Spark arts festival, will be

held from 9 p.m.-2 a.m. June 11-12 on
University Avenue and downtown in
Saint Paul. Featured at each location

will be the following: Victoria Theater
Arts Center, 825 University Ave.—the
interactive puppet show Drive-In Movie
Extravaganza, the interactive Post Office
for the Ancestors, and community panel
painting; Springboard for the Arts, 262
University Ave.—Mangoes are Memories
soundscape, improvisational shadow
puppetry of the Bureau of Lost Things, an
interactive exhibit of traditional Hmong
embroidery, Frogtown Neighborhood
Association’s theater-of-the-oppressed
performance about the politics of dis-
placement, the weaving of a community
tapestry, and the audiovisual Waves in
the Night vampire dance club; Rondo
Library, 461 N. Dale St.— “Rooted in
Rondo,” a documentary exploring the
past, present and future of Saint Paul’s
Rondo neighborhood; and the Minnesota
Museum of American Art, 450 N. Robert
St.—guided tours of the Mestizaje:
Intermix-Remix exhibit and screenprint-
making. Northern Spark will close with an
artinstallation of song, visual storytelling
and movement celebrating the Mississippi
River from 2-5:30 a.m. on Raspberry
Island. Visit northern.lights.mn.



WEDNESDAY, MAY 25, 2022

JOIN US AT MYVILLAGER.COM

PAGE 15

, The Wright Call

By Dave Wright

Boys’ volleyball
vote fails despite
spike in interest

dding boys’ volleyball as a high school varsity
sport should be easy to do—at least in theory.

There’s little dispute that volleyball has become
a popular addition to boys’ athletics. In a relatively short
time, club teams have popped up all across the state. The
Minnesota Boys High School Volleyball Association lists
55 teams playing this spring. Central has a team in the
East Conference. (The governor’s son, Tim, is a member.)
Minnehaha Academy, which is part of a cooperative
team with Great River Academy, is competing in the
same conference. Junior Olympic volleyball enrollment is
growing as well.

As was the case when girls’ hockey started up as a
high school sport, coaches like Kim Benka, who guides
Minnehaha’s girls’ volleyball, have stepped up to provide
guidance and advice for the boys’ club players who
compete at the Redhawks’ gym.

Nearly every high school in the state has a girls’
volleyball team that plays in the fall. Thus, having the
boys play in the spring when no other indoor sports are
scheduled shouldn’t be a problem. Unfortunately, there
were just enough question marks raised concerning the
move that only 31 members—one less than was needed
for passage—of the Minnesota State High School League
(MSHSL) Representative Assembly voted in favor of it at
the last meeting. As a result, boys’ volleyball advocates
went away disappointed—for the third time.

“There are always people who see ghosts in their job,”
said Minnehaha athletic director Josh Thurow, who voted
in favor of adding boys’ volleyball. “I think the potential
cost scares them. But if it had passed, we’d have found the
money to make it work.”

Money is tight in many schools and high school athletic
directors can only stretch their allotment so much. All
of them will have to find the cash to install shot clocks
for basketball next winter. Coming up with funds to
pay for coaches, officials, buses, uniforms, etc., for boys’
volleyball was viewed as an added expense some schools
felt they couldn’t afford. After all, there’s only so much
money a school can gain from fundraisers.

For some larger schools, fatigue and staff shortages
were also a concern. One athletic director said, “We’re
beat up after along winter. In addition, with the poor
weather in April, the gyms got a lot of use anyway. Adding
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Redhawks are pleasant surprise in softhall

By Bill Wagner

oach Meghan Thu-
row knew she was
in the minority in

her belief early on that the
Minnehaha Academy soft-
ball team would be greatly
improved this spring. So
she might be justified if
she’s inclined to muster up
alittle “I told you so.”

“I might have been the
only one who thought that
before the start of the year,”
said Thurow, who can
laugh about it now.

She certainly has had
plenty to be cheerful about.
With the regular season
winding down and the Sec-
tion 4AA playoffs ahead,
the Redhawks were a solid
11-4 overall and 8-2 in the
Independent Metro Ath-
letic Conference, good for
second place behind un-

defeated Mounds Park
Academy.
Both of Minnehaha’s

conference losses were to
the Panthers, though one
was a tight 12-11 affair that
could have gone either
way. That could bode well
should the Redhawks run
once again into Mounds
Park, currently ranked
among the top 10 teams in
the state in AA. The Pan-
thers are the top seed in the
Section 4AA playoffs, which
run from May 19-June 2.

Thurow knew she had
some highly skilled play-
ers going into 2022, with
six seniors returning and
significant talent in the
younger classes. She fig-
ured she had good hitting
and decent team speed, and
was hoping there would be
a serious upgrade in pitch-
ing and defense. It all came
together famously.

“We’ve had some girls
who really stepped up,”
Thurow said.

She was particularly right
about the hitting. Through

Central's Cole Spitzer (10) is congratulated by teammates after hitting a solo home run in a 10-2 win
over Highland Park on May 5. pHoTo BY BRAD STAUFFER

Minnehaha's star pitcher, senior Payton Glenn. p+oto sy BraD STAUFFER

May 15, Minnehaha had
scored some 160 runs in 15
games. However, it’s the
pitching and defense that
have really improved.

Senior pitcher Payton
Glenn might not throw the
hardest, but she gets the
ball over the plate and al-
lows the Redhawk defense
to do its job. Glenn had a
9-4 record and 3.30 ERA as
this was written, logging
the overwhelming majority
of the team’s innings.

Behind the plate is fresh-
man catcher Mara Jimenez,
who’s been hitting .500
out of the leadoff spot.
She “catches everything,”
Thurow said.

Overall, the Redhawks
have some real offensive
guns. “We can hit,” Thurow
said. “We’ve had patient
at-bats and we’re hard to

pitch against.”

Minnehaha did have to
weather a major setback
this spring. Gifted senior
center fielder Caroline
McHugh recently suffered
a torn hand ligament div-
ing for a ball and is out for
the season. Thurow said
McHugh had all-state po-
tential, but senior Lydia
Schroeder shifted from
right to center and has
done a finejob filling in.

The other Redhawk posi-
tion players have all done
their parts as well At first
is junior Camryn Thurow,
the coach’s sister, who was
batting a sizzling .596 out
of the No. 3 spot.

At second is senior Penny
Sedgwick, who was hit-
ting .439 at the No. 2 spot.
She can steal bases after
getting on with her solid

contact hitting.

At short is sophomore
Maddie Ciccarelli, whose
.500 batting average and
ability to hit for power
earned her the cleanup
spot.

Playing third is junior
Abby Theisen, who bats
fifth and has lightning-
quick reflexes at the hot
corner.

Junior Danae Goree
moved from designated
player to right field and
has been filling in well. Se-
nior Annika Benson shows
fine glovework and speed
in left. Senior Ella Quale is
now the designated player.

The Redhawks have
shown they can handle
most teams this spring,
but Thurow pointed to
two wins against Saint
Agnes for their special sig-
nificance. The first was a
7-4 victory at Minnehaha
in which the Redhawks
gained more confidence as
the contest wore on. “We
just knew we’d win it,”
Thurow said.

The second was a 7-3
triumph at Saint Agnes,
which featured a cameo
appearance by McHugh.
Her hand injury prevents
her from doing anything
but bunt and she laid down
a perfectly placed single
to start a rally that cli-
maxed when Jimenez hit a
grand-slam.

“Our girls won that game
for Caroline,” Thurow said.

The coach is more than
a little charged when she
thinks about her club’s
chances in the postseason,
which incidently was set
to begin on May 21 against
Saint Agnes. She noted that
the Redhawks seem to play
better when they’re fired
up.

“It always comes down
to the energy we have when
we step onto the field,”
Thurow said.

Central’s Spitzer sizzles on mound

By Bill Wagner

entral junior Cole Spitzer might just
‘ be the best high school pitcher in the

state few people have heard of. But
like anything else, if you're good enough
you don’t stay unknown forever.

The 5-foot-10, 180-pound lefty has a
fastball that tops out at 88 mph. He also
throws a curve, slider and changeup.
Through May 18 he had a miniscule 0.39
ERA, which ranked among the best in the
state, over 35%; innings pitched. He also
had recorded 72 strikeouts, second most in
the state, while allowing only 16 hits and
giving up just 15 walks.

He’s 2-1 this year, with nothing but qual-
ity starts. That includes a complete-game
shutout against a talented Highland Park

team in early May in which he fanned 15
batters. “The last time I faced them I strug-
gled with my command,” Spitzer recalled.
“This year I threw mostly fastballs in the
game.”

Central coach Adam Hunkins doesn’t
hold back when asked about the perfor-
mance of his pitching ace. “He’s been fan-
tastic,” he said. “He just pounds the strike
zone. He gets all of our tough games, and
he knows it.”

Hunkins served up the major reason why
Spitzer has gone unheralded. “Our confer-
ence doesn’t get a whole lot of respect,” he
said.

It’s true that inner-city baseball has tak-
en it on the chin in recent years, as better-

CENTRAL'S SPITZER »16
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volleyball games would have meant longer days for all.”

For some smaller schools, the issue is more than money.
The worry was that if volleyball was played in the spring,
it might take some athletes away from baseball and track
teams that need all the bodies they can get. Another fear
was if one school offered volleyball and another didn’t,
the latter could lose students who transfer.

In some cases, a boys’ volleyball team would have
required forming a cooperative entity with another
school. Though that has worked out in sports like
football and hockey, it’s tricky coming up with a site that
everybody agrees on.

Title IX is another potential problem. “If we add boys’
volleyball, do we have to add something for girls?” one
athletic director asked.

Thurow acknowledged all the concerns, but said the
advantages outweigh the potential issues. He noted that
boys’ volleyball is very popular in the state’s growing
Asian American community.

Indeed, Como Park athletic director Koua Yang was one
of the leaders of the charge to add the sport. “If we value
something, we include it in the budget,” he told reporters.
“If we value something in the league, we include itin
the league. Obviously we don’t value boys’ volleyball,
according to this vote.”

Lindsey Weaver, who coaches Minnehaha’s co-op
teamn, is all in on the subject of boys’ volleyball. “We had

35 players at tryouts and kept 30 on the roster,” she said.
“We have six kids from Highland Park and one from Saint
Paul Academy involved.”

Weaver, who is an assistant volleyball coach at
Macalester, coached prep boys overseas in Japan and the
Czech Republic before returning to the Twin Cities. She
has been involved in the boys’ game since leagues started
in 2018. “The number of players involved have jumped
from 80 to around 1400,” she said.

Weaver noted a key part of the proposed legislation
was that the sport would start in the 2023-24 school year,
thus giving administrators plenty of time to get ready.
“The people who fought for this did all the right things.
There are students involved who don’t play any other
sport,” she said. “It’s the right thing to do for the kids.”

Another sign of growth is summer boys’ volleyball
leagues are starting to pop up around the Twin Cities.
“The momentum is exponential,” Weaver said.

MSHSL executive director Erich Martens said he
understands the dismay of the boys’ volleyball advocates,
but his hands are tied. The league’s bylaws state that only
the 48-person Representative Assembly can authorize the
move of a sport to varsity status.

Saint Kate’s extends championship spring

It was a busy and extremely successful sports season
at Saint Catherine University this spring. It actually
started last October when the Wildcats rallied from a

slow start to win the MIAC women’s golf championship
by 15 strokes over Gustavus Adolphus. It was their second
straight conference title. Their reward was a berth in the
NCAA Division III team championships in Houston earlier
this month.

Eight months is a long time to wait. The Wildcats spent
alot of time practicing indoors, but escaped to Saint
Louis and Illinois for a pair of tournaments in early April.
Minnesota’s fickle spring weather left the Wildcats with
two tournaments on local soil before heading to a warmer
climate.

Saint Kate’s was seeded 15th in the 29-team field and
finished right where it was projected, saving its best day
on the course for its last. It ended up with a score 0f 1,258
over the four days of competition.

The future looks bright for SCU golf. Greta McArthur,
the Wildcats’ low scorer at nationals with a 46th-place
finish overall, and Kyra Venner, who was the team’s
fourth-lowest scorer, are just freshmen.

School may be out for the summer, but SCU junior
tennis player Kelsey Dorr still has work to do. The
Princeton, Minnesota, native went 13-2 playing No. 1
singles and earned an invitation to the NCAA women’s
individual tennis championships on May 27-29 in
Orlando. It’s her second straight trip to nationals. Last
year, she won a first-round match, but lost in the round
of 32.

Dave Wright can be reached at dwright53@msn.com.
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funded and more visible suburban and
outstate programs have developed better
players. But Hunkins quickly added, “That
has nothing to do with Cole.”

Heading into the final week of the regu-
lar season, Central was 8-5 overall and on
top of the Saint Paul City Conference with
an 8-0 record. And Spitzer is a big reason
why.

Spitzer can bring the heat and can gen-
erally put the ball anywhere he wants to.

ditioning for him to pitch successfully in
college. But he said strength isn’t the only
thing a pitcher needs.

“I try to use the ground really well,” he
said. “You just try to move your body the
right way to get everything you have into
each pitch.”

While many young pitchers shy away
from throwing the slider because it can in-
jure their arms more easily, Spitzer doesn’t
feel that way. To throw a good slider, he
said, you have to grip the ball and then pull
down on it as if closing a shade. “You just

Spitzer never really thought much about
being a pitcher as a youngster playing ball
in the Highland Groveland Recreation As-
sociation. Then one day when he was
about 8 years old, “I just volunteered for
it,” he said. He credits his father for helping
him hone his throwing technique.

Spitzer started pitching for Central last
year when he was one of only two sopho-
mores to make the varsity squad. He’s been
so good since that he’s earned himself a
personal catcher, Peyton Vang, who is the
only one who can handle his stuff. Spitzer

“Peyton really knows how to call a game
and he’s very athletic behind the plate,”
Spitzer said.

Spitzer recently was offered a college
scholarship to a Division I university. He’s
grateful for the offer, but that’s not to say
he doesn’t look forward to many more as
he looks ahead to his senior year.

When Spitzer isn’t pitching, he’s more
than capable of swinging a bat. He was hit-
ting almost .400 through May 18. He can
also play outfield and serve as designated
hitter when he’s not pitching.

He knows he’ll probably need to fill out

through weight-training and other con- said.

SYLVIA L.

EST. 1958

REALTY

ANN ELENBAAS | REALTOR®

I am uniquely qualified to work with interpreters.
Including American Sign Language!

651.238.8480

ann@andersonrealtymn.com

annelenbaas.com

need to find the safest way to throw it,” he

page.

said he and Vang are always on the same

“I’'m just a guy who likes to run around
and have fun on the ballfield,” he said.

MIKE SMITH | BROKER - REALTOR®

134 homes sold & 50 million in sales for 2021
Average 1 closing every 3 days

651.324.6211

mikesmithrealty@gmail.com

andersonrealtymn.com
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MYVILLAGER digital and print mem-
berships are for sale! Get your news-
paper delivered via the post office.
Join us today! www.MyVillager.com

VEGETABLES, FLOWERS, HERBS AND
PLANTS! Having a sale this Spring?
Advertise in the Villager’s special
category! Ads are dirt cheap.
Experience how it pays to blossom
your sale for as little as $12 perissue.
Call 651-699-1462 ext 10 or email
WantAds@MyVillager.com

GARAGE/MOVING SALES

SPRING CLEANING means extra furni-
ture, housewares, electronics, cloth-
ing and toys. Open your garage door
to sell it now! Advertise your sale for
a minimum of $12 and then sit back
and rake in the profits! 651-699-1462
ext 10 or WantAds@MyVillager.com

HIGHLAND PARK, ST. PAUL
Neighborhood Garage Sale!
June 3 & 4, 9am-3pm Sales through-
out Highland Park, St. Paul. Map at
HighlandDistrictCouncil.org

40 YEARS' experience, all kinds of
books. Bookbinding by Steve.
Highland Park area. 651-698-1477 for
appointment or specialbindings.com

WANTED TO BUY

DIAMONDS, fine estate and antique
jewelry. We know and appreciate the
value of your jewelry. R. F. Moeller
Jeweler, 2065 Ford Parkway, 651-
698-6321. Certified Gemologist.

BEST PAYOUT! Old furniture, advertis-
ing, beer memorabilia, old clothing
and more. 651-227-2469.

OLD RECORDS, LPs/45s, Rock, Jazz,
Country, Soul, more. 651-224-4947.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PATES ROOFING. Finest in residential
roofing. Local references. License
#RR155317. Insured. Member BBB. Call
651-690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

KEVIN'S PAINTING/Repair. Wood
frame, stucco, power washing, glaz-
ing, staining, cement work. Insured.
651-699-2832.

PAINTING. WALLPAPER. Patch. Interior.
Exterior. Small jobs wanted. Jim, 612-
202-5514.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
PAINTING, WALL-PAPER HANGING,
CEILING TEXTURING. MODERATE
PRICES; FREE ESTIMATES. LICENSED,
BONDED, INSURED. MERRIAM PARK
PAINTING. ED, 651-224-3660; “A
NEIGHBOR YOU CAN TRUST.
MPPAINTING.COM

*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*
Kitchens, doors, windows, base-
ments. Additions, decks, fences,
porches. Reasonable rates. Personal,
professional, proficient. Free es-
timates. “Building Brocks”, 651-
285-3237.

ALEXANDER'S PAINTING. High quality
work at affordable rates. Full service
interior/exterior. Free estimates. 651-
246-2869; www.painteral.com

STEVE'S PAINTING. Quality Interior/
Exterior; 30+ years; good references.
651-207-2249. stevepaintsmsp@
gmail.com

CARPENTRY/SHEETROCK. Framing.
Remodeling. Tile. Professional.
Reasonable. Estimates. Frank, 651-
276-7094.

CARPENTRY/REMODELING. Kitchen,
Bath specialty. 25+ years’ excep-
tional experience. Licensed. Insured.
Martin, 612-701-5394.

STAIRWAY BALUSTERS and column
bases replicated plus other wood-
turning and woodworking. 612-
940-7591 or theturningpointwood
works.com

*BATHROOM REMODELING*
Low water pressure? Sinks, toilets,
tubs/surrounds, etc. Ceramic tile. 612-
275-9815. Basement bath?

RUBEN'S CONCRETE. Free estimates.
Steps, sidewalks, driveways. 30 years'
experience. 651-500-0980.

LICENSED PLUMBER available for your
old home’s remodel and plumbing
improvements. GCinquiries welcome.
Paul, 651-263-3623. DannerPlumbing.
com

*BATHROOMS*
YoungCastle Bathrooms specializing
in bathroom design, repair, creation
and remodeling. Great savings! Call
for free consultation. 651-257-4706;
www.youngcastlebathrooms.com

CLASSIFIED & LEGAL ADS

Phone 651-699-1462
Email WantAds@MyVillager.com
Classified Categories, ad submission & more
information at MyVillager.com

Classified ads are $1.80 per word, $12 minimum. 5% discount
for prepayment of 7 issues. 10% discount for prepayment of 13 issues. 15%
discount for prepayment of 25 issues. Legal notices are 60¢ per word.

All classifieds and legals are prepaid by cash, check or credit card.
We do not accept any ads over the telephone.

Next Issue: June8...........Deadline: June 1

HOME IMPROVEMENT

EVERYTHING DRYWALL. Sheetrock,
plaster, textures, skim coating and
painting. Insured. David, 612-
554-3028.

MASONRY REPAIR. Brick, foundation,
stairs, sidewalks, tuckpointing, small
concrete. Daniel, 612-804-6818.

YOUR LOCAL source for con-
crete work. Driveways, Sidewalks,
Patios and More. Call 612-930-7071.
NeighborhoodConcrete.com

MARK'S CONCRETE. Resurface base-
ment walls and exterior walls and
floors. 763-607-3941.

SHOWCASE HOME PAINTING
PROFESSIONAL PAINTING SERVICES
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR INCLUDING
GLAZING, STAINING, GARAGES. FULLY
INSURED CALL MARTEY FOR A FREE
ESTIMATE 651-917-7982

MYVILLAGER HOME SERVICES category
offers handyman, moving, window and
gutter cleaning services, repair and
clean out services, hauling, demoli-
tion, painting etc. Advertise YOUR
Home Service in the next MyVillager!
Call 651-699-1462 ext 10 or email
WantAds@MyVillager.com

BURTON’'S RAIN Gutter Service.
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired, in-
stalled. Since 1973. Insured, bonded.
License #BC126373; 651-699-8900.

LIGHTHOUSE MOVING. St. Paul busi-
ness since 2004. A+ rating with the
Minnesota Better Business Bureau.
Licensed/Insured. 651-387-2955
LighthouseMoving.com

GUTTER CLEANING & Repair. 29th year
in Villager area. Fully insured for your
peace of mind. Call us today. Free es-
timates, 651-287-0970.

ALL AMERICAN One, LLC. Bonded,
licensed, insured. MN. License
#BC635082. Big or small. Everything
from chimneys to basements. Stop
leaks. All jobs done. Free estimates.
BBB. Angie’s. Jeff, 651-285-1937.

WINDOW CLEANING. 29th year in
Villager area. Fully insured for your
peace of mind. Call us today. Free
estimates. Call 651-287-0970.

HANDYMAN FROM A-Z. Quality work,
30 years' experience. 651-483-8581,

Jerry.
*RELIABLEMAINTENANCE
ANDREPAIR.COM*

Remodeling and Handyman Services.
MN License #B(665235. 651-262-9765.

CLEAN OUT accumulated, stored
junk/debris. Hauling. Reasonable.
Frank, 651-276-7094.

*CILEK FURNITURE REPAIR*

Complete chair re-glue since 1960.
651-699-4022.

*GUTTER CLEANING*
It's that time of the year again!
Protect your roof and have your gut-
ters cleaned today. Call Ryan, 651-
690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

FREDDIE'S JUNK Removal.
Commercial. Residential. Low rates.
Free estimates. 651-442-0993.

WOOD DECKS/Wood Fences. License
#BC581059. Troy's Decks & Wood
Fences, 651-210-1387.

HOUSECLEANING

EXCELLENT CLEANING, reasonable
rates, reliable, experienced. Estimates
available. Ann, 651-776-7834.

NICCI MAIDS. Professional House
cleaning Services. Bonded and in-
sured. References. 651-253-5561.

MB'S CLEANING SERVICE. 28 years in
business. Seasonal cleaning specials.
$50 off 1st cleaning. Gift certificates.
651-225-1960. mbscleaning.com

L + A CLEAN MACHINE. Quality service.
Good pricing. Residential and com-
mercial cleaning. 770-837-1333.

QUALITY CLEANING you can depend
on. 20+ years' experience. Rita’'s
Cleaning, 612-414-9241.

*SPARKLING CLEANING*

Reliable, great references, and hon-
est. Call/Text: Maria, 651-245-9027.

ABSOLUTE CLEANING. Personal touch.
No jobs too big or small. 20+ years’
experience, references. Letitia, 651-
242-6523.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNOW

FEW THINGS ADD more curb appeal
than a thick, healthy lawn showcasing
your beautifully landscaped property.
Advertise your business in the Lawn
and Landscape Classifieds in upcom-
ing MyVillagers. Call 651-699-1462 ext
10 or email WantAds@MyVillager.com

*P.H.M. INC. 651-231-7748*
MURPHY’S LAWN & LANDSCAPE.
30+ years. Local, family owned.
Commercial. Residential. The best
full service lawn and landscap-
ing in your neighborhood. pat@
PHMincorporated.com or www.
PHMincorporated.com

THE BEST Landscaping Services.
Bluhm Brothers Landscaping. Design.
Tree, shrub and plant knowledge,
installation, grading, sodding, beds
and gardens. Paver patios, walks,
drives. Versa-Lok retaining walls. 651-
227-2584; www.bluhmbrothers.com

LAWN SERVICE. Spring cleanups.
Gutter cleaning/repair; dethatch-
ing, tree/bush service. Insured. 651-
699-2832.

CNT LAWN CARE and Snow Removal.
Hedge trimming. Highland resident.
Chris, 651-757-6339.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNOW

CREATIVE DESIGNS. I can help you in-
stall. Horticulture Degree, U of MN.
Certified Nursery and Landscape
Professional. Living Space
Landscapes. Scott Solomonson, 612-
868-7787; LandscapesByScott.com

TREE SERVICE. Local Tree Tech, li-
censed, insured, clean, efficient.
Dean, 651-298-0781.

*HIGHLAND TREE CARE, LLC*
Certified Arborist. Licensed. Insured.
Free estimates. Removals, pruning,
stumps. Brian, 612-735-9110.

ALL YOUR GREEN needs. Mowing.
Lawn Care. Landscaping. 20+ years' in
St. Paul. Call 651-695-1230.

FLS. Lawn and Snow. Commercial.
Residential. 651-442-0993.
FreddiesLawnandSnow.com

*MONTHLY MOWING*
Starting at $150/month. 651-276-4396.
SorensenLawnCare.com

GARDEN ROTOTILLING. Save your
back and enjoy the bounty. Years
of experience, reliable service. Call
for appointment. 651-647-6078. Terry
the Tillerman

COMPUTER/INTERNET/ TV

HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: On site,
free pickup, delivery, troubleshoot-
ing, upgrades, virus spyware removal,
networking wired and wireless, in-
stallation. Great rates. 10 years in
Highland. 651-698-7519; 651-470-3792.

HIGHLAND COMPUTERS. Full service
Mac & PC repair. 474 Hamline. 651-
207-8276.

OFFICE/PROOFREADING

WRITE AWAY CREATIVE. Transcription.
Typing. Copy Editing. Legal, academic,
memoirs. 651-690-4779.

SEWING/TAILORING

HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations.
Tailoring. Women. Men. 712 South
Cleveland. 651-698-6117. Highland
Tailors.com

SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular songs
from across the decades; weddings,
private parties; listen at www.john
mischke.com. Call 651-647-0659.
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SERVICE DIRECTORY

Total Lawn Maintenance
Landscaping Projects
Shrub Maintenance

kernlawnservice.com

In business since 1984
MaJor CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

651.207.5396

LANDSCAPING

|

- Castle

Building & Remodeling

‘The difference is in the planning. The proofis in the details

MARVIN *

AUTHORIZED
REPLACEMENT
CONTRACTOR

YOURLOCAL
WINDOW
REPLACEMENT
EXPERTS

Register Now for our
Quarterly Window Webinar

WWW.CASTLEBRI.COM
MN BC005657

Nilles

Builders, Inc.
525 Ohio St.

* Additions

* Roofing

* Siding

* Remodeling

eConcrete

» Garages #4690

$222-8701

www.nillesbuilders.com

Replace your
windows

Replace Your
Storm Windows

Restoration

WINDOW SYSTEMS

651-222-5075

Chad Arneson CONCRETE 8 'ﬁﬁlltﬁlpﬁné Est?rr:aetes stump Grinding &
MASONRY ding
ﬁ%sgosN%g New, Revail:&‘l}eplace . Icnti.rior%Extteri.or Pairzting < Ash Tree In]ec“on
e L | | potattiu i | vk U5 A | | 154 Corfod Arborit
cat Dump Trucke | | +Velparrs ¥4
763-482-9464 Gory 651-423-6666 | | v mopaimiing.com Dave 6514925216
| LAWN SERVICE | /AR RSIRINIES  ['yiSIONS TREE SERVICE

Plaster Repair - Drywall Taping
Texture Ceilings « Painting

Mud Qlchemy

612-272-3697

Insured Specializing since 1992 Free Estimates

24 Hour Emergency Storm Service
Expert Climbers e Professional Service
#Treg Trimming & Removal o Stump Removal

o 651-064:3317 festena

0]
& OPERATED Al Major Credit Cards Accepted  FREE ESTINATES

Tuckpointin
Chlj:nneys J

Stone & Brick Work
Foundation Repair

Small Concrete Jobs
Bobcat & Dump Truck

PanianConstruction.com
651-373-1264

[y iccreomren
Est. 1976 #B(319518

RUG
CLEANING

Free pick up & delivery

Ask about our
Pet Urine Removal Treatment

Cleaned with non-toxic products

NatureWise ChemDry
651-341-0933 7ext or cai

naturewisechemdry.com
West 7th ~ Locally Owned

0 e iense 20538535

Borden bordenwinz;w.com

[k
B[ |
W)

Window.. 651-338-7163

Window Restoration &
Weather Stripping

We turn old drafty windows into energy
efficient tilt-in windows—for less!

M

HIGHLAND PARK
PAINTERS

Exterior/Interior
Home Painting

651-497-9891

Sullivan Gonstruction
Company
* Best Price
* Best Workmanship
* Best Materials
651-436-8975

Free Estimates/Licensed & Insured
* 30 Years Exp. NN License #BC515019

Lifetime
No Crack

Guarantee.

HAGIE

CONCRETE WORKS

SINCE 1930

651-690-4243

—_ (o>——
Save Thousands
Over Replacement!

—_— o —————
Complete Roofing Services
Since 1972

VB, INC.

Vern Buckman
612-599-8200 cell
651-731-1291 office
Lic.#20216197

OF
Ji2
SERVICES

eccoece

REMODEL

eeccccccoccoe

RENOVATE
RESTORE

NEW CONSTRUCTION
decks, doors, porches,
restoration & more

e000c0c0c000000000000000 000

651-276-8233

www.landscapesbyscott.com

LivingsPace

Scott Solomonson's cell:

LANDSCAPES

MUSIC INSTRUCTION

PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana University.
Lawrence Wilson, 651-699-0812.

GUITAR/UKULELE Lessons. Suzuki/
Traditional. Classical/Popular. All
Ages. In-person/online lessons avail-
able. Gene Swanson, 651-269-6983.

PIANO LESSONS in my cozy home.
Great, experienced, encouraging
teacher. Text message please. Trish,
651-387-0099.

PIANO TUNING/ REPAIR

GAVINPIANO.COM. Registered piano
tuner/technician. See website for
coupon. 651-644-3111.

TIME TO Tune? Sticky Keys? Excellent
Service. Call/Text Torger, 651-
230-0193.

TUNING SPECIAL $75. Evening and
weekend appointments available.
Outstanding service and experience
since 2005. Jim Gardner, 612 327-6698.

HELP WANTED

This newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertising which is in
violation of the law. No attention to
race, color, religion, sex, sexual ori-
entation, gender identity, national
origin, veteran or disability status
will be allowed. Equal employment
opportunity.

EXPERIENCED HOUSEKEEPER wanted
for Senior Housing Cooperative.
Duties include cleaning private
apartments and common areas to
ensure that cleanliness, safety and
sanitizing is maintained. Candidate
must be able to operate commercial
cleaning equipment. Other respon-
sibilities include interacting with
team members, resident members
and visitors in a friendly professional
manner. This 40 hour/week position
is benefit eligible, including PTO,
medical & dental, free parking and
a comfortable working environment.
This is a Monday-Friday position.
Hiring contingent on providing proof
of full Covid vaccination & passing
a background check. Email rob-
lillesve77@becketwood.com or con-
tact Robin @ 612-746-1006 or go to
Becketwood Cooperative, 4300 West
River Parkway South, Minneapolis to
fill out an application.

Click through
the Classifieds

@
MyVillager.com

©e0000000000000000000000000

CONCRETE
Sidewalks & Steps

GLASS BLOCK
WINDOWS

(Good for basements, etc.)

BRICK, BLOCK
& STUCCO REPAIR

Over 25 yrs. Experience

HELP WANTED

PART-TIME MAINTENANCE/Custodial
help needed for Condominium build-
ing in Highland Park. Call for more
details, 651-690-3400. AGE 55+
WORKERS needed for PT light custo-
dial work at the Fort Snelling State
Park. Contact Green View at 651-
639-1913.

SMALL DOG WALKER NEEDED.
Experienced, dependable and reli-
able dog walker needed for daily
walks twice a day. Highland Park area,
West 7th Street area. Start today! Call
Joanne, 651-398-3753. Wanted im-
mediately.

MEDICAL CLINIC part time insurance
billing. Knowledge/experience in
medical billing is highly preferred.
Contact Dr. Sandra at 612-722-1003.
Clinic is located 5 blocks from
Marshall/Lake St bridge.

Customer Service/Sales Representative.
PT. Seeking enthusiastic and sharp
cust. service rep. for a local flower
shop. Rep. will work 1-3 days per
week and at least one Saturday per
month. Flexible schedule but must
be able to work beyond the summer
and additional hours prior to floral
holidays. Apply in person to: Ann at
A. Johnson & Sons Florist, 1738 Grand
Ave,, St. Paul. 651-695-3225.

FOR RENT - RESIDENTIAL

All real estate or rental advertising
in this newspaper is subject to the
Fair Housing Act. This newspaper will
not knowingly accept any advertising
which is in violation of the law. Equal
housing opportunity.

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM Apartment
Homes available in the Highland
Park and Crocus Hill areas. Call
651-698-6111 today for rental in-
formation on several communities
professionally managed by Mid
Continent Management Corp.

Garage needed, Snelling and Grand
for small car. 651-398-7536 Delorez
Houle.

APARTMENT FOR RENT in Ramsey Hill.
1,500 sq. ft., 3 bedrooms, 2 baths,
2 off street parking spaces. $1,900
per month, utilities included, one
year lease. Available June 1st. 651-
269-6983.

GARAGE - HIGHLAND, Macalester-
Groveland area. Todd, 612-275-4915.

Upper 2-BDRM Duplex Available
June 1. In Merriam Park, 2-year lease,
$1600/mo. + deposit Non-smoker.
651-647-6078.

ROOMMATE WANTED

ROOMMATE WANTED. 2-bedroom,
2-bath, furnished. Washer/dryer in
unit. Pool/exercise room controlled
entry/bbq pits/jacuzzi/fireplace. No
smoking, pet friendly. Rent $750 per
month-deposit required. Available
immediately. Located: River Crossing
Apartments, 1730 Graham Avenue
West. Contact Joanne; 651-398-3753.

LOGKSMITH

Fast Mobile Service

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

® Re-Stucco

©® Window/Stucco Repairs

BUILDING THE FUTURE -
RESTORING THE PAST

Fabulous Customer Reviews!
Experts specializing in...
@ Patching

@ New Stucco

SMITH COLE

STUCCO (& STONE

612.709.4980 SMITHCOLE.COM

® Stone—New & Repair
@ Sandblasting

Lance Smith

HageConcrete.com Call Mark Larson T
g 61 2 . 868 .77 87 651-642-5090 WGJ%SQO&L-%H\%h
WE ACCEPT

Legal Notices

651-699-1462
Call for details

(some restrictions apply)
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LEGAL NOTICES

STATE OF MINNESOTA CERTIFICATE

OF ASSUMED NAME, Minnesota
Statutes, Chapter 333C. The filing
of an assumed name does not pro-
vide a user with exclusive rights to
that name. The filing is required for
consumer protection in order to en-
able consumers to be able to iden-
tify the true owner of a business. 1.
List the exact assumed name under
which the business is or will be con-
ducted: Human Mind Works, Inc. 2.
List the Principal Place of Business:
2267 Folwell Ave, Falcon Heights,
55108, MN USA 3. List the name and
complete street address of all per-
sons conducting business under the
above Assumed Name, OR if an entity,
provide the legal corporate, LLC, or
Limited Partnership name and reg-
istered office address: Human Mind
Works, Inc.; 2267 Folwell Ave, Falcon
Heights, 55108, MN USA 4. By typing
my name, |, the undersigned, certify
that | am signing this document as
the person whose signature is re-
quired, or as agent of the person(s)
whose signature would be required
who has authorized me to sign this
document on his/her behalf, or in
both capacities. | further certify that
| have completed all required fields,
and that the information in this doc-
ument is true and correctand in com-
pliance with the applicable chapter
of Minnesota Statutes. | understand
that by signing this document | am
subject to the penalties of perjury as
set forth in Section 609.48 as if | had
signed this document under oath.
Date filed: February 21, 2022 Signed
by: Susan Bougie Mailing Address:
None Provided Email for Official
Notices: susan@humanmindworks.com

STATE OF MINNESOTA CERTIFICATE
OF ASSUMED NAME, Minnesota
Statutes, Chapter 333C. The filing of
an assumed name does not provide
a user with exclusive rights to that
name. The filing is required for con-
sumer protection in order to enable
consumers to be able to identify the
true owner of a business. 1. List the
exact assumed name under which
the business is or will be conducted:
Ralph St. Pierre 2. List the Principal
Place of Business: C/o Schenck
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY [11207] USA 3.
List the name and complete street
address of all persons conducting
business under the above Assumed
Name, OR if an entity, provide the
legal corporate, LLC, or Limited
Partnership name and registered
office address: Ralph St. Pierre;
C/o Schenck Avenue, Brooklyn, NY
[11207] USA . By typing my name,
I, the undersigned, certify that | am
signing this document as the person
whose signature is required, or as
agent of the person(s) whose signa-
ture would be required who has au-
thorized me to sign this document on
his/her behalf, or in both capacities.
| further certify that | have completed
all required fields, and that the in-
formation in this document is true
and correct and in compliance with
the applicable chapter of Minnesota
Statutes. | understand that by sign-
ing this document | am subject to
the penalties of perjury as set forth
in Section 609.48 as if | had signed
this document under oath. Date
filed: April 20, 2022 Signed by: Ralph
St. Pierre Mailing Address: None
Provided Email for Official Notices:
saint.ra718@gmail.com

LEGAL NOTICES

STATE OF MINNESOTA CERTIFICATE OF
ASSUMED NAME, Minnesota Statutes,
Chapter 333C. The filing of an as-
sumed name does not provide a user
with exclusive rights to that name.
The filing is required for consumer
protection in order to enable con-
sumers to be able to identify the true
owner of a business. 1. List the exact
assumed name under which the
business is or will be conducted:
Ayana’s Hemp Boutique. 2. List the
Principal Place of Business: 1801 Case
Avenue East, Saint Paul, MN 55119
USA 3. List the name and complete
street address of all persons con-
ducting business under the above
Assumed Name, OR if an entity, pro-
vide the legal corporate, LLC, or
Limited Partnership name and regis-
tered office address: Ayana’s Hemp
Boutique; 1801 Case Avenue East,
Saint Paul, MN 55119 USA 4. By typing
my name, |, the undersigned, certify
that | am signing this document as
the person whose signature is re-
quired, or as agent of the person(s)
whose signature would be required
who has authorized me to sign this
document on his/her behalf, or in
both capacities. | further certify that |
have completed all required fields,
and that the information in this docu-
ment is true and correct and in com-
pliance with the applicable chapter
of Minnesota Statutes. | understand
that by signing this document | am
subject to the penalties of perjury as
set forth in Section 609.48 as if | had
signed this document under oath.
Date filed: May 4, 2022 Signed by:
Jamila Pickett Mailing Address: None
Provided Email for Official Notices:
jamilaapickett@gmail.com

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Jeff Menard
LANDSCAPE

Drainage Problems?

ABEL'S CONCRETE

New & Repair  Foundation Repair
Brick © Tuckpointing e Concrete

Chimney Repair ¢ Glass Block

Windows e Sidewalks & Steps _Reiclining Wallls
Remodeling  Painting ¢ Roofing Patios - Steps - Walks
35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

FREE ESTIMATES

e €51263-6572 651-436-6568

jeffmenard.mn@gmail.com

CHIMNEY REPAIR
& TUCKPOINTING

« Stone Foundation Repair
« Brick/Stone Building Restoration

All Repair/Restoration done to Heritage
Preservation Commission (HPC) specifications

ROGERS MASONRY
651224-6985

www.Rogers-Masonry.com
LICENSED » BONDED ¢ INSURED

ROOFING

NILLES

Builders, Inc.

501 222-8701

Full Warranty MN Lic. #4690

www.hillesbuilders.com

DOTY Rotten Wood?

HARDSCAPES i

Landscape Design =,
Stone Masonry IIHYDEAnD
Fencing HARMSEN
Patios & Walls CONSTRUCTION
Window sills, casings & tri
612-618-7033 replaced, storm windows

DotyHardscapes.com
dotyhardscapes@gmail.com

Andy 651-698-3156

www.harmsenoberg.com

Finest in Residential Roofing

651-690-3956

Serving the Community and
Metro area for over 25 years

PATES
m PatesRoofing.com

nn ﬂ FI N G Licensed - Bonded - Insured

ACCREomeD|

Lic. #RR155317 (&2

24 HR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Tree Removal/Tree &
Shrub Pruning & More

* * 32 Years Exp x x

ALL SBASONS

allseasonstreemn.com

651.690.3200 B

rating

Roger’s | ASHTREATMENTS *"Infuse it or LOSE it"

Tree Your Neighborhood Tree Service Since 1974

= *Trimming -Removals - Stumps
Service | | "™ v ump
Certified Arborist | 651699-1022 (0)612414'9241 lﬂ!lel‘tl‘ee.cﬂm

e Interior & Exterior Painting
e Wallpaper Stripping/

Skim Coating
e Wood Stripping & Refinishing
e Plaster/Sheetrock Repair

FREE ESTIMATES [§
(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140 | >

www.PaintingByJerryWind.com

{ Painting by

yerry Wing

o
BBB

ACCREDITED!
BUSINESS

=< Weaver Electric

Residential and Commercial Wiring
Low Rates - Immediate Response - Troubleshooting
office: 651644-6551 Mobile: 612 599-7353

Licensed Master Electrician Over 30 Years Experience

Floyd Anderson

Concrete Construction

Steps, sidewalks, driveways, patios,
exposed aggregate patios, blockwork,
patching basement & garage floors.

Call 651644-8567

LICENSED - BONDED - INSURED

WROUGHT IRON
PAINTING

Free Estimates

~ Since 1980 ~ COMPLETE
LANDSCAPING, LAWN
& SNOW PLOWING SERVICES

Residential & Commercial

Repair ® Remodeling
RPZ Testing & Water Heaters
Scott Spiess

651-248-3853

ic. ® Bonded ¢ Insured  Lic.# 059373-pm

SfIESS
LUMBING

Angies list
8-Time Super Service Award Winner

Eanl

651-246-4758
PETERWILSONDRYWALL.COM
«s Since 1986 ..

InterConnect

Landscaping LLC

Il FAMILY OWNED

651-925-7356

No project too small.
* Lawn care * Snow removal
* All landscaping projects
¢ Junk removal

InterconnectLandscaping.com

O

Join the more than 7,000
people who follow

Villager

Facebook.com/MyVillager/

Mark 651.253.1436 www.earlsfloorsanding.com
PETER WILSON DRYWALL Floor Sanding
&PLASTER REPAIR »5"”‘1;”27 > ”5;‘;‘[/[[ > Refinishing
>Revair “Maintenance
95% Dust-Free r R 4
Vacuum Sanding! @it @1 2=-290-1533

Local, Trusted Service for 30 Years

KELLY

PLUMBING &
HEATING INC.

651:699-1232

1932 St. Clair Ave.

Lic. #3575M8

For All Your Plumbing Needs...

UALITY BRUSH &
UMP REMOVAL

* Small Tree Removal * Tree Prunning
* Hedge/Shrub Removal & Trimming

No Job too Small §12-369-1987

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

Interior & Exterior
E} ¢ Free Estimates ® References

EXTERIORS BY DESIGN

Call Jesse 651-206-2454
ExteriorsByDesignLLC.com

#BC738852

Burton’'s Rain
Gutter Service

e Clean e Repair ¢ Install

www.burtonsraingutter.com

Call Mike Arborist

Honesty & Integrity for 50 Years
MiKE
MoHs

I L]
CONSTRUCTION

3 Generations of Craftsmanship % Since 1963
www.mikemohsconstruction.com

Roofing - All Types * Flat Roofing - Rubber or Tin
Windows & Skylights * Decks & Porches
Siding & Exterior Wood ¢ Gutters

\Call Scott Mohs 612-701-2209

MN Lic. 50005456)

Licensed ¢ Bonded ¢ Insured

Burton R. Johnson
1864 Grand Ave.

Serving area since 1973

651699-8900

MN ID#BC126373

Custom design
installation

® Paver patios, sidewalks
& driveways

LATIMER

ANDSCAPING
* Natural stone, or

4 block walls & stairs

* Privacy or ornamental fencing ¢ Shrub & tree planting
* Grading & Sodding

Call or email George for a FREE consultation & estimate at:

651.983.5969 LatimerLandscapingMN.com

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
& RENOVATIONS

Helping your home since 1977.

+ Additions * Remodeling

* Roofing « Concrete
« Siding « Garages
N I I_ I_ E 5 525 Ohio Street
St. Paul, MN 55107
BUILDERS 651-222-8701 HEAT1612

INSURED*BONDEDSLICENSED nillesbuilders.com

CONSULTATION = DESIGN * PROJECT MANAGEMENT

TRIO

LANDSCAPING

g P Outdoor ept to cc
a patio or \
landscape ¢
update! ~=

Celebratun g
Ten Years




Highland Park 1991 Ford Pkwy.

651-698-2481

X Crocus Hill 821 Grand Ave.

COLDWELL BANKER

WIS coldwellbankerhomes.com REALTY

HENRY EDELSTEIN, CRS
651-695-4300

283336TH AVE §! FREE HOME SELLER SEMINARS!!

LOLLY MCNEELY The market is GREAT for sellers right |l Is now the time to begin thinking about
SALMEN now! This home sold in multiple offers in _seIIm&yourhomg? Attend a one hour sem-
just days and the seller is delighted! If you inar. No obligation or pressure! Tuesday

612-810-4138 would like to capitalize on this June 7 7-8pm, or Saturday

GREAT market, give us a call! | #7288 June 18, 9-10am. Call or
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com 77 ViR email for more information!
e suejohnson@cbburnet.com
SUE JOHNSON crs, cri = SUE JOHNSON crs, cri
651-329-1264 « $279,900 651-329-1264

21 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
SERVING THE

DEB SOUCHERAY TWIN CITIES AND

651-263-0552 SURROUNDING AREAS.

E, SAINT PAUL

Beautifully revamped & restored 2-story home in heart of
Mac-Grove! Whole home has been Iowngly restored from

the LL up through the attic. Showing off 3 well appointed
B ETsv M n Rs E Irooms og tlh(ej sgzogd floolr m;{gorr]geéo;is- >
remodele newly finished firs
651-210-4444 [l 1

roughout. Tons of updates in an ideal
Mac-Grove neighborhood!
MIKE DISTAD
612-275-1343 * $374,900

MICHAELA TOOHEY
651-253-6830

LOLLY MCNEELY SALMEN
612-810-4138

L "3 800 HAVENVIEW COURT
PHILIP M. WAHLBERG Sun-drenched 5 bedroom, 4 bath Colonial located MORAGHAN DeROSIA
651-336-2410 on beautiful pond setting in Mendota Heights. 952-486-3697

Attached 3 car garage. Lower level walkout with 5th
bedroom. Four bedrooms on one level. Meticulously 3650,000
cared for by original owner. Rare opportunity.

June 3rd, 11:00 am to 5:00 PM
Linwood Recreation Center

i . -m ',:.; -

BRIAN WAGNER, M.ED.
651-497-4387 call Brian to register 651-497-4387

COLDWELL BANKER
REALTY

KRISTA WOLTER
612-247-5106

63 AVON STREET

Original woodwork, built-ins, hardwood floors, An incredibly spacious 1300 TSF 1BR, 1BA condo w/
AND central air, maintenance-free siding and detached garage steps away from all that Grand Ave. has
2-car garage! 3 Bedrooms/2 Baths, with to offer. Open & airy, sunny & bri?ht, newer appliances
an oversized eat-in kitchen. 432 Fulton. & windows within this unit. A pet friendly building with a

{ www.wahlbergtoohey.com common %ha‘\‘dfed dpatk_i for you to enjoy your iced tea his
- MICHAELA TOOHEY P 70 summer. Gall for detalls.
COLIN VOERDING PHILIP WAHLBERG BRIAN WAGNER
651-357-3667 651-336-2410 w/ SARAH KINNEY MATCHMAKER

$290,000 1 651-231-2211

v b7 Sl |

GLASSIC APPEAL, HIGH-END UPDATES!
Sparkling 38BR, 2BA Highland jewel boasts liv-
ing room wifireplace, elegant formal DR, sleek,
updated kitchen open to main floor FR! New
luxury vinyl plank flooring, high- 3
efficiency windows, lawn sprinkler, A
deck! 1653 Montreal Ave. *click | == e
on www.teamedelstein.com /

TOM EDELSTEIN crs, asr
651-695-4300

1340 FAIRMOUNT AVENUE = SAINT PAUL
Darling 3 BR Architect Designed Bungalow in
desirable Mac Groveland. Updated kitchen &
owners suite. Gleaming hardwood floors, Gas FP
& charming_architectural details.

3 Season Porch. 2 car Tandem

Garage. This home sparkles! Call

T for more details. T)@cbrealty.com

TJ PIERRET
651-755-6669 « $425,000

Ll][:ATI[lN LOCATION. .. PREMIER OFFER!

651-227-9144

GHOIGE EAGAN LOGATION!
Tantalizing 3BR, 2BA in a quiet, convenient
neighborhood! Enjoy a wonderful open floorplan
for entertaining, w/ski “ﬁ( ts, bay window, invit-
ing 3-season porch. Walk-throug

bath, family room with wood-bumn-
ing stove. 4280 Trenton Trl. *click
on www.teamedelstein.com

HENRY EDELSTEIN crs
651-270-1667

e —

PORTLAND AVE GLASSIC CONDO

1 bedroom on main level. Hardwood
floors, 11 foot ceilings, sun drenched
porch, all new windows. 1 car garage.
Call T) for more details.
TJ@cbrealty.com

TJ PIERRET
651-755-6669

LOLLY MCNEELY SALMEN
612-810-4138

Just sﬁ;pﬁl todHi héand _V||Ite}119e,4%0Rmrguréi %r)tert,) s_ﬁhg:/)ls ?nd the; MORAGHAN DeROSIA
new Highland Bridge is this 4BR, s built two-story wi

sundrengched S| aoeg& gleaming hdwd flrs throughout! Well thc% ht 952-486-3697

out 3-story addition to include open concept kitchen, much needed

mud/cloak area & main floor family/office flex space. Rare opportu- 354 5.000

nity now available after long term owners have lovingly maintained for 4

almost 25 years. You won't want to miss this one! Call Lolly!

Scan code to self register

BRIAN WAGNER & SARAH KINNEY -
PRESENT:

Blood Tvive

LET'S SAVE LIVES
https://www.mbcherohub.club/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/69701

79 WESTERN UNIT 602

Spectacular topfloor SW facing condo in the Historic
Commodore Hotel. Features include elevators, private outdoor
shared patio space, wiunderground parking & FP. Open & airy,
sunny & bright, w/impressive views, you'l love the short walk to
Frosts, University Club, Summit Ave & the shops & restaurants
on Grand/Selby! Call today! >

BRIAN WAGNER

651-497-4387

SARAH KINNEY MATCHMAKER

651-231-2211

,," f .'._. 4
AN NANCY BERGER

PETER DONOV

JIM BURTON MORAGHAN DeROSIA
651-336-8050 651-236-0636 651-690-8556 952-486-3697

449 PORTLAND #2

This is a stunning 4 bedroom, 3 bath condo boast-
ing over 2700 tst with two car heated garage. The
home comes with AC minisplits and a Juliet deck
which overlooks Portland Avenue. s
Gleaming wood floors and two dec-

orative fireplaces. A kitchen for the

chef that loves to cook. Call today!

BRIAN WAGNER
651-497-4387

| L}

CGLAIRE BISANZ DISTAD
651-307-7260

GARY FABEL
651-334-3659

T) PIERRET
651-755-6669

S

DAVID NOYES, JR.
651-233-0748

SARAH KINNEY
MATCHMAKER
651-231-2211

KAREN KELJIK
612-414-3245

MIKE JAMBOR
612-889-9773

THE HIVE
651-329-3619

ANITA C. HILL
651-707-6408

ROBBIE GROSSMAN
651-434-7887





