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Portland Observatory Reopens for Summer

PORTLAND, ME (May 20, 2022) 
-- The Portland Observatory is reopening 
for the season Saturday, May 28th and 
we couldn't be more excited! Here's the 
low-down on what you need to know for 
your visit.

For the months of May and June, the 
Observatory will be open:

9AM-4PM, Thursday - Monday for 

timed, guided tours; 5PM-8PM Tuesday - 
Wednesday evenings for self-guided sunset 
tours. Access to the Observatory will be 
by pre-purchased tickets only.

Up to 10 visitors will be allowed 
on each timed tour. Guided tours take 
approximately 45 minutes and include 
plenty of time at the top to enjoy the 
view!

Tickets MUST be purchased in ad-
vance.

The Observatory is owned by the 
City of Portland, and at this time masks 
are required in all city-owned properties, 
regardless of vaccination status.

The gift shop is open, but please be 
prepared to pay with a card.

HAVE FUN!

Stop Browntail Moth Hitchhikers
AUGUSTA, ME (May 16, 2022) -- 

The Maine Forest Service asks everyone 
to check cars, trucks, boats, bikes, ATVs, 
and other vehicles for wandering brown-
tail moth (BTM) caterpillars. Now through 
late June, BTM caterpillars become expert 
hitchhikers. When they catch a ride, BTM 
may set up house in a new area and cause 
irritation to people and destroy foliage on 
trees and shrubs at their new location. 

If a BTM caterpillar is discov-
ered before leaving an already infested 
area, it may be left on-site or destroyed. 
If found after leaving the infested area, 
the caterpillar should be eliminated. The 
best method to kill a BTM caterpillar is 
to move them to a plastic bag or another 
container, freeze them or soak them in a 
bucket of soapy water before disposing of 
them in the trash.

Reduce the chances of picking up 
browntail by avoiding parking and stor-
ing materials and equipment near infested 

trees. 
About browntail moth (BTM)
BTM is an insect of forest and hu-

man health concern accidentally intro-
duced into Somerville, MA, from Europe 
in 1897. By 1913, the insect spread to all 
New England states and New Brunswick 
and Nova Scotia. Since then, populations 
of this pest slowly decreased due to nat-
ural controls until the 1960s, when the 

BTM was limited to Cape Cod and a few 
islands off the Maine coast in Casco Bay.

Maine is experiencing a BTM 
outbreak. The caterpillars are found in 
patches along the Maine coast and more 
than 60 miles inland from the western 
Maine border to the New Brunswick 
border, with the greatest concentrations 
in mid-coastal Maine and the capital re-
gion.

Follow us on Facebook!
Don’t miss our weekly giveaways!

Many Maine 
Rural Youth 
Want to Stay 

Rural, UMaine 
Research Says

ORONO, ME (May 16, 2022) -- 
Rural areas centered around the forest 
industry have faced uncertain economic 
times. Global competition, coupled with 
the decline of print media and national 
recessions, have decreased the demand 
for traditional paper and lumber products. 
While some forest-dependent communi-
ties have thrived in transitioning to focus 
on industries like nature-based tourism 
rather than manufacturing, others have 
stagnated — and, with that, have struggled 
to convince their youth to stay. 

New research co-authored by Jessi-
ca Leahy, professor of human dimensions 
and natural resources at UMaine, shows 
that when it comes to keeping rural youth 
in forested rural communities — like the 
ones prevalent throughout Maine — fos-
tering connections to the land and com-
munity may be even more important than 
simply providing jobs in the area.

In the study published in the jour-
nal Community Development, research-
ers analyzed over 2,000 survey responses 
from middle and high school youth from 
traditionally forest-dependent communi-
ties in greater Piscataquis County, Maine, 
and Coos County, Oregon. The survey 
looked at the subjects’ perceptions of their 
schools and community, connection to 
the outdoors and educational aspirations. 
They compared data to the students’ de-
sired future residential location — specif-
ically, whether they planned to stay in a 
rural area or move to a nonrural area. 

Overall, rural youth with more posi-
tive perceptions of their communities and 
a stronger attachment to outdoor places 
were more likely to want to live in a ru-
ral place in the future. Higher educational 
aspirations were associated with students 
being less likely to want to live in a rural 
place than a nonrural place. 

School perceptions, extracurricular 
involvement, academic grades, income 
and demographics like gender, race or 
ethnicity did not have a statistically sig-
nificant relationship with youth residential 
aspirations. No significant differences in 
residential aspirations were found be-

See Rural, page 14
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“Protecting your assets, by 
finding the right products and 
pricing, is how I deliver on the 
promise.”

Nicole Lajoie
Licensed Agent

Your SecuritY iS our Main concern

Please help us in welcoming Fran Gagne to the Champoux 
Insurance Agency family. 
Fran comes to us with over 24 years of knowledge & experience 
in the insurance industry. Her primary focus is commercial 
lines, but she also has personal lines experience.

Fran’s clients look to her for her 
thoroughness and detail-oriented 
work habits. Fran’s belief is her 
customers always come first.
In her free time, Fran enjoys 
spending time with her family & 
friends and her pride & joy is her 
grandson, Caiden.

Healthy Living for ME Announces Free Workshops in June
MAINE, STATE-

WIDE (May 26, 2022) 
-- Mainers are invited to 
register for Healthy Liv-
ing for ME’s free summer 
workshops which begin 
in June. The workshops 
that are now open for reg-
istration include A Matter 
of Balance, Living Well 
for Better Health, Better 
Health Now, Living Well 
with Chronic Pain, and 
Living Well with HIV+.

Mainers who are 
caregivers or supports for 
individuals living with con-
ditions addressed in these 
workshops are also invit-
ed to participate. Healthy 
Living for ME also wel-
comes referrals from 
healthcare providers; these 
evidence-based workshops 
can help patients manage 
and prevent conditions 
before they become more 
serious or result in emer-
gency situations.

“The workshops we 
are offering this summer 
address a variety of health 
conditions and concerns. 
Mainers who deal with 
these health issues can ben-
efit not only from the in-
formation presented in the 

workshop, but also from 
being a part of a supportive 
group of people who may 
be in a similar situation. If 
you think you could ben-
efit from one of our June 
workshops, please call us 
to ask any questions, or to 
register,” said Jen Paquet, 
Training Manager of 
Healthy Living for ME. 

The schedule and de-
tails for Healthy Living for 
ME’s June workshops are 
as follows: 

A Matter of Balance 
(in-person) - This work-
shop will be held at the Al-
fond Youth & Community 
Center in Waterville begin-
ning June 6, 2022. Topics 
covered include practical 
strategies to reduce fear of 
falling and increase activi-
ty levels.

Living Well for Better 
Health (in-person) - There 
will be three sessions of 
this workshop offered; 
the first begins on June 7, 
2022 and will be held at 
SeniorsPlus in Lewiston. 
The second begins on June 
16, 2022 and will be held 
at the Caribou Wellness 
Center in Caribou. The 
third begins on June 22, 

2022 and will be held at 
Mt. Ararat High School in 
Topsham. The workshop 
helps participants deal with 
ongoing conditions such as 
diabetes, COPD, arthritis, 
and high blood pressure. 
Topics covered include: 
handling frustration, fa-
tigue, pain and isolation; 
appropriate exercise for 
maintaining and improving 
strength, flexibility, and 
endurance; appropriate use 
of medications; commu-
nicating effectively with 
family, friends, and health 
professionals; nutrition; 
and evaluating new treat-
ments.

Better Health Now 
(by phone) - This work-

shop will begin on June 9, 
2022. It is designed to help 
those living with chronic 
conditions, including heart 
disease, arthritis, diabetes, 
or other conditions. Par-
ticipants in this workshop 
receive a toolkit in the 
mail and work with a lead-
er either by themselves or 
in small groups. Topics 
covered during the work-
shop include: techniques 
to deal with frustration, 
fatigue, pain, and isolation; 
appropriate exercise for 
maintaining and improving 
strength, flexibility, and en-
durance; appropriate use of 
medications, communicat-
ing effectively with family, 
friends, and health profes-

sionals; nutrition; and how 
to evaluate new treatments.

Living Well with 
Chronic Pain (in-per-
son) -This workshop will 
be held at the Alfond Youth 
& Community Center in 
Waterville beginning June 
16, 2022. It is designed 
for people who are dealing 
with persistent pain such 
as back pain, post-surgical 
pain, headaches, and oth-
er ongoing pain. Topics 
covered include: dealing 
with frustration, fatigue, 
isolation, and poor sleep; 
appropriate exercise for 
maintaining and improving 
strength; appropriate use of 
medications; communicat-
ing effectively with family, 
friends, and health profes-
sionals; nutrition; pacing 
activity and rest; and eval-
uating new treatments. 

Living Well with 
HIV+ (online) - This work-
shop will be offered vir-
tually beginning June 16, 
2022. It is designed for 
individuals managing HIV 
and their caregivers/natural 
supports. Topics covered 
include medication man-
agement; techniques to 
deal with frustration, fear, 

fatigue, pain and isolation; 
communicating effectively 
with family, friends, and 
health professionals; sex, 
intimacy, and disclosure; 
nutrition; evaluating symp-
toms; advanced directives; 
and decision-making. Pro-
gram participants make 
weekly action plans, share 
experiences, and help each 
other solve problems they 
encounter in creating and 
carrying out their self-man-
agement program.

For virtual work-
shops, participants who 
do not have the necessary 
technology may be eligi-
ble to borrow an iPad from 
Healthy Living for ME in 
order to participate.

Registration is re-
quired for these work-
shops. Please contact 
Healthy Living for ME at 
1-800-620-6036 or info@
healthylivingforme.org for 
more information and to 
register. You can also reg-
ister via our website, www.
healthylivingforme.org. 

To learn more about 
these and other workshops 
offered by Healthy Living 
for ME, visit www.heal-
thylivingforme.org

Volunteers Prepare To Welcome 400+ Underserved Youth to Camp 
POLAND, ME 

(May 21, 2022) -- More 
than 40 volunteers traveled 
to Poland, Maine this past 
weekend to donate their 
time and resources to help 
Agassiz Village (AV), a 
non-profit overnight sum-
mer camp serving low-in-
come youth from under-re-
sourced communities, get 
ready to welcome over 
four hundred children and 
teens this summer.  

From Friday, May 20 
to Sunday, May 22, volun-
teers from across New En-
gland worked on cleaning, 
painting, landscaping, and 
small renovation projects, 
including the creation of 
a dedicated space for an 
on-site social worker to 

better meet the social and 
emotional needs of youth 
impacted by the pandemic.    

Agassiz Village 
opens its doors to volun-
teers for one weekend ev-
ery spring to prepare for 
the camp season. The sup-
port and help AV receives 
from volunteers is critical, 
as it allows the non-profit 
organization to direct more 
time and funds into its 
programs. Agassiz’s pro-
grams, which include an 
overnight Social Emotion-
al Learning (SEL) focused 
summer camp and a new 
year-round college/career 
readiness intensive for 
teens, are provided at low 
or no-cost to low-income 
children from under-re-

sourced Maine and Massa-
chusetts communities. In 
2022, the volunteers will 
also be joined by OCBA 
Landscape Architects, a 
renowned consulting firm 
working with AV to devel-
op a Facility Master Plan, 
a long-term plan to pro-
vide youth with state-of-
the-art facilities that align 
with the camp’s vision and 
mission.   

“We had over 40 
volunteers this past week-
end and are so grateful for 
the amazing outpouring 
of support. Without our 
many, dedicated volun-
teers it would just be im-
possible for our small staff 
to prepare to open camp,” 
said Lisa Carter, Executive 

Director.  
 In 2022, Agas-

siz is holding in-person 
overnight camp sessions 
from July 4th-15th, July 
18th-29th, and August 1st-
12th, and will host a total 
of 432 children, a 50% in-
crease from 2021.  

 “Last summer, kids 
came back to camp after 
a very difficult year and a 
half. School closures, lack 
of social interaction, pos-
sible financial instability 
at home, fewer health care 
touch points…it all took a 
toll. That’s why we know 
it’s critical we reach even 
more kids with our sum-
mer program and our year-
round program for teens in 
2022,” said Carter.  

 Thanks to a robust 
set of health and safety 
measures, Agassiz suc-
cessfully operated three 
full sessions of camp in 

2021 without a single 
case of COVID-19. AV 
will continue to follow 
all CDC and local health 
department guidelines in 
2022, and is planning to 
uphold rigorous health 
and hygiene protocols, 
including symptom moni-
toring, pre and post-arrival 
COVID-19 testing, en-
hanced cleaning, and ex-
panded outdoor activities.   

ABOUT: Agassiz Vil-
lage is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization whose 
mission is to prepare kids 
for life’s journey by pro-
viding opportunities, in 
a summer camp environ-
ment, to develop and prac-
tice leadership and life 
skills that will impact their 
futures in education, fami-
ly, career, and in their com-
munities. Founded in 1935 
by Harry E. Burroughs, 
founder of the Burroughs 

Newsboys Foundation, to 
serve as a haven for chil-
dren from under-resourced 
communities. Agassiz Vil-
lage has remained true to 
its original goal of making 
a transformative overnight 
camp experience accessi-
ble for children of all back-
grounds.  Agassiz Village 
is a 325-acre residential 
summer camp located on 
Thompson Lake in Poland, 
Maine. Our programs are 
an investment in the future, 
to inspire and enable all 
children, especially those 
who need our support the 
most, to reach their full 
potential as productive, 
caring, responsible lead-
ers. www.AgassizVillage.
org 

For further infor-
mation, contact:  Lisa 
Carter, lcarter@agas-
sizvillage.org, 781-860-
0200 ext. 1006
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Superintendent’s Update
By Gorham Super-

intendent Heather Perry
GORHAM, ME 

(May 27, 2022) -- There 
is lots to talk about this 
week...so I’m going to 
start with my usual “snap-
shot” of the great things 
happening in our schools 
since my last blog and 
then get right to it.  There 
are several IMPORTANT 
updates in this article so I 
encourage you to breeze 
through the headlines and 
read in more detail those 
items that jump out to you!  
By the way, I didn’t have 
enough space to put all the 
awesome pictures from 
our schools these past two 
weeks, so you should defi-
nitely check out our social 
media sites for more!

Now on to the infor-
mational pieces...

RECENT TRAGIC 
EVENTS IN TEXAS

It is difficult for me to 
put into words the range of 
emotions I feel after what 
occurred earlier this week 
in Texas when an 18 year 
old male walked into an el-
ementary school and shot 
and killed 21 people which 
included 2 teachers and 19 
students.  My hands shake 
as I type those words.  I 
know all of you as parents 
and school staff feel the 
same range of emotions.  
For me, anger and out-
rage are at the top of the 
list.  This is followed very 
quickly by sadness and 
extreme empathy for what 
the families and communi-
ty impacted by this latest 
shooting are going through 
right now as everyone 
tries to make sense of this 
senseless act of violence. 

I want you to know 
that I am confident in say-
ing that our schools are as 
safe as they can be right 
now.  I also want you to 
know that none of us are 
taking for granted or min-
imizing the seriousness of 
these recent events and the 
need to deeply review our 
safety protocols.  The safe-
ty of our school is a con-
stant conversation.

Here’s what we cur-

rently have in place to keep 
our children safe while at 
school:

*. Strong Crisis re-
sponse plans.  We have a 
district wide plan, and then 
each school has what we 
refer to as their individual 
“Gold Plans” that are re-
viewed annually, practiced 
and shared with all first 
responding organizations 
in Gorham.   These plans 
are reviewed annually by 
our School Committee as 
required by law.

*. Strong safety 
frameworks through use 
of our A.L.I.C.E proto-
cols that are action orient-
ed and flexible to meet the 
needs of each unique crisis 
situation where an active 
shooter may be involved.  
All school staff are trained 
on the use of these proto-
cols in collaboration with 
the Gorham Police De-
partment.  Students across 
grades K-12 also receive 
specific training in how to 
follow A.L.I.C.E. proto-
cols in these situations.  

*. Locked doors - 
ALL of our exterior doors 
to all of our schools are 
locked at all times during 
the school day.  Individu-
als who wish to enter our 
schools must enter through 
a specific designated en-
trance.  Entrance systems 
involve two doors.  Visi-
tors are “buzzed” into the 
building only after they 
have checked in with front 
office staff, stated their 
name and purpose for be-
ing in the school.  Individ-
uals who enter our school 
must then check in with of-
fice personnel before being 
let into the school itself.  
Individuals either have 
their own badges, or are 
provided a visitor badge so 
that staff know they are ok 
to be in the building.  Staff 
are trained to ask anyone 
not having an identifica-
tion badge to stop them 
and ask why they are there.

*. Security Camer-
as - We have many secu-
rity cameras across our 
schools.  All of these cam-
eras are linked to monitor-

ing systems at each main 
office so that personnel 
can continually monitor 
individuals inside of our 
schools, as well as key ar-
eas outside of our schools.  
In the event of an emer-
gency, the Gorham Police 
Department can access our 
cameras to see live feeds 
to help them inform their 
response.

*. SRO’s - We have 
one SRO assigned full time 
to Gorham Middle School 
and another assigned full 
time to Gorham High 
School.  Additionally, we 
have one SRO assigned 
to the three Elementary 
Schools.  Because of this 
level of staffing and our 
incredible partners at the 
Gorham PD, we know that 
our response time to any 
emergent situation is un-
der 2 minutes.  All SRO’s 
are specifically trained in 
our ALICE protocols.  Our 
SRO’s form a strong link 
between the safety of our 
community and the safety 
of our schools.  Communi-
cation is strong.

*. Strong Training 
and Collaboration - Over 
the course of the past sev-
eral years we have con-
ducted many trainings in 
collaboration with our lo-
cal and county wide first 
responders that range from 
table top exercises to full 
scale active shooter train-
ings located at our schools 
and conducted with live 

actors.  These trainings 
help us to smooth out 
communication protocols, 
command structure proto-
cols and the enormous re-
sponses that would occur 
with hundreds of personnel 
in the event of an actual ac-
tive shooter event.

*. Strong Commu-
nications Plan - All of our 
school admin. and oth-
er designated staff have 
radios that are equipped 
to communicate directly 
with each other and with 
local first responders in 
the event of any crisis sit-
uation.  Admin. are trained 
in how to utilize the radios 
and we do a radio check 
weekly to ensure radios 
remain fully functional.  
We have specific plans to 
communicate with each 
other and with families in 
the event of a crisis.  We 
practice these plans often 
and each time we have to 
utilize them (recent exam-
ples include the natural gas 
leak at Narr. or the need to 
evacuate the school due 
to a threat of violence at 
GHS earlier this year) we 
review practices to tweak 
and tighten them up for 
the next potential need to 
utilize them.  We have a 
strong team of school lead-
ers and community leaders 
(GPD and GFD) who are 
in constant contact mon-
itoring the safety of our 
schools and community.

The overview of our 

crisis response plan frame-
work can be found on our 
website, and I have linked 
it online for your refer-
ence.  Please know that 
the current plan is being 
fully reviewed and pre-
pared for a full update for 
the coming year.  There is 
MUCH MORE under that 
framework document, but 
we do not communicate 
that information publicly 
because we want to ensure 
those that may be thinking 
of violent acts towards our 
schools do not have too 
much information.  These 
more detailed plans are 
confidential for that pur-
pose.

This is a nice segue 
into what we need to con-
tinue to do moving for-
ward to ensure our schools 
remain as safe as they can 
be for our students.  Please 
know what I share below 
is not an all inclusive list.  
As we constantly review 
information and under-
stand existing conditions, 
we continue to constantly 
work to improve our plan-
ning.  In other words - this 
work is never “done” and 
if done well...is constantly 
evolving and adjusting.  

Immediate next steps 
to continue to focus on 
school safety in Gorham 
include:

1.  Continued focus 
on improving our mental 
health and SEL support 
services across our schools.  
Our current proposed FY 
23 budget increases these 
services across grades 
K-12.  We will do well to 
continue to prioritize in 
these areas as there is no 
doubt that there is a direct 
link between school shoot-
ings and the mental health 
needs of those perpetrators 
of these acts of violence.

2.  Finalizing our re-

view and revisions to the 
current comprehensive 
crisis plans.  Much of this 
work has already been 
done behind the scenes, 
but we need to put it all on 
paper and get the formal 
revisions out to the public 
for the summary informa-
tion that you all need to 
know our plans are current 
and up to date.

3.  Continued Pro-
fessional Development 
and training.  Ensuring 
all new staff and auxiliary 
staff (such as substitutes) 
remain up to date on our 
trainings.  Making sure we 
keep the conversation at 
the forefront of thinking 
for all staff,  so we are con-
stantly thinking through 
the lens of safety.

4.  A focus on im-
proved reporting mecha-
nisms - We’ve done well 
to communicate with our 
staff, students and families 
the rule of “see something 
- say something”.  This is 
often how we are made 
aware of potential threats 
that we then follow up 
with swiftly.  However, 
more could be done in this 
area to ensure everyone 
feels comfortable reporting 
things to either our schools 
or to the Gorham PD even 
if they think it may be mi-
nor.  It is these early notifi-
cations systems that can be 
very effective in prevent-
ing tragedy.

5.  Work with Local 
and state leaders - to better 
understand what schools 
actually NEED to be safe.  
Simply throwing more 
money at the purchase of 
“things” like bullet proof 
glass or kevlar vests isn’t 
really the answer.  Unfor-
tunately, for the sake of 
taking action, this is often 
what is done.  When one 
See Superintendent, page 11
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‘Walk the Working Waterfront’ 
Returns to Commercial Street 

PORTLAND, ME 
(May 27, 2022) – Sam-
ple kelp at Harbor 
Fish from Atlantic Sea 
Farms. Tour the Portland 
Fireboat and vessels from 
the US Coast Guard. Ex-
perience a tuna dissection 
with the Gulf of Maine Re-
search Institute. Go behind 
the scenes at Luke’s Lob-
ster buy station on Portland 
pier. There is no better day 
to immerse yourself in Port-
land’s vibrant and diverse 
ocean economy than Satur-
day, June 4th.

Now in its 7th 
year, Walk the Working 
Waterfront (WTWW) en-
courages visitors from near 
and far to experience the 
piers and wharves of Com-
mercial Street in unique 
ways. This free-to-attend, 
self-guided walking tour 
occurs on the first Satur-
day of June each year, from 
11-3, and stretches from 
Becky’s Diner all the way 
to Casco Bay Lines. Along 
the way, walkers will find 
dozens of interactive stops 
and nearly 50 businesses 
sharing stories about the 
work they do.

“After a necessary 
break due to the pandemic, 
we’re thrilled to welcome 
Walk the Working Water-
front back to our event line-
up for 2022,” said Cary Ty-

son, Executive Director of 
Portland Downtown. “This 
event gives visitors inti-
mate access to the working 
waterfront and enhances the 
community’s understand-
ing of the important role 
this infrastructure plays on 
the local economy.”

Jonathan Labaree, 
Chief Communications Of-
ficer at the Gulf of Maine 
Research Institute added, 
“Increasingly, a lack of wa-
terfront access for marine 
businesses is one of the ma-
jor challenges facing work-
ing waterfronts in Maine, 
throughout New England, 
and around the world. In 
order to preserve and pro-
tect working waterfronts 
for generations to come, 
it’s so important to cele-
brate the local businesses 
that power our blue econo-
my — so we’re thrilled to 
support this event again this 
year.” The Gulf of Maine 
Research Institute will play 
a central role in this year’s 
event, offering two tuna 
dissections, hands-on dis-
plays, and facility tours. 
Participants will also find 
the WTWW Information 
Station on the greenspace 
behind its facility along 
with the starting point for 
two historical waterfront 
walking tours led by Port-
land’s Waterfront Coordi-

nator, Bill Needelman.
Walk the Working 

Waterfront’s management 
was handed over to the New 
England Ocean Clus-
ter (NEOC) in 2019 after 5 
successful years under the 
leadership of John Spritz 
during his time at Grow-
ing Portland. Chris Cary, 
its COO said “the NEOC is 
excited and thankful to be 
working with community 
members and stakeholders 
to ensure it continues each 
year in an authentic and 
productive way.”

About Walk the Work-
ing Waterfront: 

Walk the Working Wa-
terfront is a free-to-attend, 
community-built, self-guid-
ed walking tour created to 
give visitors unique access 
to the people and business-
es that comprise Portland’s 
ocean economy. The 2022 
event will occur Saturday, 
June 4, from 11-3, spanning 
between Becky’s Diner and 
Casco Bay Lines. Maps can 
be picked up at businesses 
along the waterfront start-
ing the week of 5/31, and at 
the event’s information sta-
tion located behind the Gulf 
of Maine Research Institute 
on Commercial Street start-
ing at 1000 on Saturday, 
June 4. For more informa-
tion, please visit walkthe-
workingwaterfront.com

Maine REALTORS Host 
Statewide Collection Drive 

MAINE, STATE-
WIDE (May 23, 2022) 
-- The Maine Association 
of REALTORS will host a 
statewide Diaper Product 
Collection Drive to give 
back to our local commu-
nities. From June 6- 8 over 
50 real estate companies 
from York to Machias will 
open their doors as drop-
off locations for diaper or 
diaper-related product col-
lection. With rising costs, 
the demand for these es-
sential products has only 
grown, and the need is 
widespread.  

The Maine Associ-
ation of REALTORS is 
comprised of 6,200 RE-
ALTOR members and 

375 affiliated industry 
partners representing each 
of Maine’s 16 counties. 
In a collaborative effort 
of seven different local 
REALTOR associations: 
York County Council of 
the Maine Association 
of REALTORS, Greater 
Portland Board of REAL-
TORS, Maine Commercial 
Association of REAL-
TORS, Mid-Coast Board 
of REALTORS, Kennebec 
Valley Board of REAL-
TORS, Mountains to Shore 
Board of REALTORS and 
the Greater Bangor Asso-
ciation of REALTORS, 
this event is the first of its 
kind to be done statewide 
by Maine REALTORS.

REALTORS are in-
vested in the communi-
ties where they live and 
serve, are often involved 
in local activities, and are 
now joining forces for this 
statewide diaper drive. Af-
ter collection, REALTOR 
volunteers will caravan the 
products to dozens of com-
munity non-profits organi-
zations across Maine to 
be distributed to families 
in need. A list of drop-off 
locations and the commu-
nity non-profits being sup-
ported can be found at the 
Maine REALTORS web-
site: https://www.maine-
realtors.com/ and on page 
10 of this week’s edition. 
Please join us!

Maine State Music Theatre Opens 
“The Sound of Music” on June 8

BRUNSWICK, ME 
(May 24, 2022) – Maine 
State Music Theatre opens 
one of the world’s most be-
loved musicals, Rodgers and 
Hammerstein’s The Sound of 
Music June 8 – 25. A story 
about finding a place in the 
world and connecting with 
family, The Sound of Mu-
sic’s themes are just as uni-
versal as its music is memo-
rable.

The inspirational story 
follows an ebullient postu-
late who serves as govern-
ess to the seven children of 
the imperious Captain Von 
Trapp, bringing music and 
joy to the household. But as 
the forces of Nazism take 
hold of Austria, Maria and 
the entire Von Trapp family 
must make a moral decision. 

Featuring a trove of 
cherished songs, including 
“Climb Ev’ry Mountain,” 
“My Favorite Things,” “Do 
Re Mi,” “Sixteen Going on 
Seventeen” and the title num-
ber, “The Sound of Music,” 
won the hearts of audiences 
worldwide, earning five Tony 
Awards and five Oscars. Mu-
sic by Richard Rodgers, lyr-
ics by Oscar Hammerstein 
II, book by Howard Lindsay 

and Russel Crouse. Original 
story based on “The Trapp 
Family Singers” by Maria 
Augusta Trapp.

The Sound of Mu-
sic features Hanley Smith as 
Maria in her MSMT debut 
and MSMT alumni Will 
Ray (Les Misérables; Foot-
loose) as Captain Von Trapp. 
Smith has starred in many 
regional productions, includ-
ing Les Misérables, Venus 
in Fur, Murder on the Orient 
Express, and The Sound of 
Music at the Fulton Theatre. 
Ray has been seen on Broad-
way and in national tours 
of Les Misérables, Finding 
Neverland, and Little House 
on the Prairie.

The rest of the cast in-
cludes Blake Hammond as 
Max, Beth Kirkpatrick as 
Mother Abbes, Katie Sina as 
Elsa, Taylor Quick as Liesl, 
and Austin Phillips as Rolf. 
Local young actors playing 
the rest of the Von Trapp 
children are Jaden Nici-
ta, Sophia Scott, Gregory J. 
Trapp, Jr., Kate Walters, Lily 
Philbrook, and Josie Marzil-
li.

Performing as nuns and 
ensemble is Jill-Christine 
Wiley, Jane Abernethy, Em-

ily Bartley, Mikayla Jane 
Clifford, Ciara L. Nei-
dlinger, Marcine G. Sop-
ko, Danielle Vayenas, Megan 
Walz, Chana Wingard, Jona-
than Bryant, Kyle Laing. 
Swings include Brooke Tay-
lor Cottrell and Preston Karp.

The creative team 
for The Sound of Music in-
cludes Marc Robin (Direc-
tor/Choreographer), Ben 
McNaboe (Music Di-
rector), Ruchir Khazan-
chi (Assistant Music Di-
rector) Anthony Lacosckie 
Jr. (Costume Designer), Kev-
in S. Foster II (Wig Design-
er), Paul Black (Lighting 
Designer), Michael Sch-
weikardt (Set Design-
er), Shannon Slaton (Sound 
Designer), and Mark John-
son (Stage Manager).

The show is sponsored 
by Great Impasta and Bath 
Savings Institution. The pre-
mier sponsors are Ocean-
view at Falmouth, Highland 
Green, and Cumberland 
Crossing. 

Performances take 
place at the Pickard The-
ater, 1 Bath Road, Bruns-
wick, Maine. For tickets, 
visit www.msmt.org or call 
(207) 725-8769.
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Sealcoating • Hot Rubber Crack Filling 
New Installations • Concrete
Reclaimed Asphalt • Loam 

Our premium grade sealer inexpensively 
adds years of life!

Protect your investment with our 
wide range of products!

Roadmark Industries
Mike Willett • 143 Pleasant Street • Auburn

(207) 240-5535

Memorial Day Weekend Marks 
the Start of the Boating Season 

MAINE, STATE-
WIDE (May 25, 2022) 
-- With more people head-
ing out to enjoy a day of 
boating or fishing, it is 
more important than ever 
to be a responsible boater 
to keep you and everyone 
on the water safe. Here are 
a few reminders:

“Headway Speed” 
means the slowest speed 
at which it is still possible 
to maintain steering and 
control of the watercraft. 
You must operate a water-
craft at “headway speed” 
while:

Within 200 feet of 
any shoreline, including 

islands.
Within a marina or 

an approved anchorage in 
coastal or inland waters.

This law was de-
signed to keep everyone 
on the water safe, reduce 
erosion, and to help pro-
tect wildlife such as loons 
that nest on the shoreline.

When towing some-
one on water skis, a surf-
board, tube, or another 
device, ALWAYS have a 
responsible person at least 
12 years of age in a posi-
tion to observe the towed 
person(s) continuously, in 
addition to the boat oper-
ator. The person(s) being 

towed must wear a life 
jacket.

You are responsible 
for your wake. Always 
pay attention.

Be respectful of oth-
ers. Give other boaters, 
swimmers, and anglers 
plenty of space and always 
drive at a reasonable and 
prudent speed for condi-
tions, congestion of other 
boats, and wildlife.

ALWAYS wear a life 
jacket. If you think you 
will have time to put it on 
after you are in the water, 
think again.

Stay alert! Never 
drink and boat.

USDA Offers Funding Flexibility 
Amid Formula Shortages

WA S H I N G T O N , 
D.C. (May 25, 2022) – In 
its continued efforts to get 
formula to families in need, 
the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture is encouraging 
state agencies and their 
infant formula manufac-
turers to consider seeking 
temporary flexibility in their 
infant formula contracts to 
allow WIC participants to 
purchase alternate sizes, 
forms, or brands of infant 
formula during the current 
shortage.

State agencies have 
contracts with one of three 
manufacturers to provide 
specific formula to WIC 
infants who are partially 
or fully formula fed. To 
maximize access for WIC 
participants, USDA is rec-
ommending state agen-
cies, Rickett Mead Johnson 
(RMJ), and Gerber work to-
gether to consider temporar-
ily allowing alternate brand 
formulas. To help make this 
financially feasible, USDA 
is quickly leveraging the 
new Access to Baby Formu-
la Act signed by President 
Biden and will cover the 
additional costs of alternate 
brand formulas in states that 
have contracts with RMJ 
or Gerber, if the contract-
ed size, form, or brand of 
formula is unavailable. In 
states with Abbott contracts, 
Abbott is currently covering 
that cost difference.

“Responding to the 
infant formula shortage has 
been – and will continue to 
be – a team effort. We en-
courage states and their for-
mula manufacturers to work 
together to maximize access 

to infant formula for WIC 
participants, and USDA 
will provide the funding to 
make that possible,” said 
Agriculture Secretary Tom 
Vilsack. “WIC families are 
depending on us for the vital 
nourishment their babies 
and children need to thrive. 
We cannot let them down.”

WIC participants un-
der 12 months of age con-
sume an estimated 56% of 
infant formula in the U.S. 
Approximately half of all 
state agencies have contracts 
with Abbott, which vol-
untarily recalled several 
formula products in Feb-
ruary. Though RMJ and 
Gerber were not subject to 
the recall, WIC participants 
in some states in contracts 
with the companies are 
beginning to have difficulty 
finding their typical formula 
in stock due to the lengthy 
closure of a major Abbott 
facility. USDA previously 
provided waivers flexibility 
to allow WIC state agencies 
to provide alternate sizes, 
forms, and brands of for-
mula, if permitted under 
their contract, and is now 
taking action to ensure it is 
a financially viable option 
for all states.

Since the recall was 
first announced, USDA’s 
Food and Nutrition Service 
has been working tireless-
ly to ensure WIC partic-
ipants and stakeholders 
have the information they 
need to keep infants safe. 
The agency immediately 
provided guidance to WIC 
state agencies and, within 
days, offered flexibilities, 
including waivers to help 

them respond to the impacts 
of the recall. In the months 
since, FNS has been pro-
viding ongoing assistance 
and support to help states 
put those flexibilities to 
best use and adapt to the 
rapidly-changing situation, 
approving well over 200 
waiver requests to date.

The department con-
tinues to work closely with 
HHS and FDA and the ad-
ministration to support WIC 
through this challenging 
time and contribute to a 
swift end to the shortage. 
Recent actions include:

C o o r d i n a t i n g 
cross-government to rapidly 
transport safe specialty for-
mulas into the country for 
babies with special medical 
needs through Operation 
Fly Formula. The first ship-
ment arrived in the U.S. on 
May 22 with 132 pallets of 
a crucial specialty formula; 
the second is expected to 
arrive today with 114 pallets 
of another specialty formu-
la, also in high need.

Calling on states to 
take advantage of all avail-
able WIC flexibilities that 
could help those they serve. 
Since May 13, when USDA 
wrote to state health com-
missioners on this issue, 33 
new waivers have been re-
quested and approved, with 
all 50 states now offering 
at least one flexibility to 
help WIC families get the 
formula they need.

Engaging directly 
with WIC stakeholders in-
cluding holding multiple 
listening sessions to better 
understand current needs 
and concerns.

What do you think?
We strongly encourage Letters to the Editor, Op/Eds, 
columns or any other submissions from our readers.
Agree with us or another columnist? Disagree? Write 
to us and let us know!
Email all submissions, including name, address and 
phone number, to the editor.
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Open for curbside pick-up, take out, 
indoor dining, bowling and arcade!
Indoor AND outdoor dining!

Junction Bowl 
American pub-style food and drinks.

Curbside pickup 7 days a week.

Mon-Thur 3pm-10pm • Fri-Sun 11am-10pm

American pub-style food and drinks.

BDA Launches a Summer Adirondack Chair Project

BRUNSWICK, ME  
(May 26, 2022) -- The 
BDA Design Committee 
created the Have A Seat 
Adirondack chair project 
to bring a unifying spark of 
joy to Downtown Bruns-

wick. Brunswick com-
munity businesses, local 
artists, and community 
organizations have come 
together to create an en-
vironment downtown that 
invites tourists, local shop-

pers, families, and others 
to stop, sit and smile.  

Where the project 
came from:

The Have A Seat proj-
ect is the result of the right 
people at the right time 
coming together around 
an idea. The BDA De-
sign Committee has been 
searching for a project to 
brighten the hearts and 
faces of those who come 
to downtown Brunswick 
this summer and the timing 
was perfect. Rob Biggs, 
the recent Saco Main 
Street Executive Director 
and new board member of 
the Brunswick Downtown 
Association, suggested a 
painted Adirondack chair 
project as he had success-
fully completed a similar 
project in Saco. A sub-
committee was formed, 
and the project was just a 
matter of taking a good and 
proven idea and making 
minor adjustments to work 
in Downtown Brunswick. 
The project was announced 

at the Annual Meeting in 
March and the committee 
was up and running.  

The unfinished 
Maine made Adiron-
dack chairs were pur-
chased from two sources. 
The Maine State Prison Show-
room in Thomaston sup-
plied 23 chairs from solid 
Ash that fold and have 
wheels. The chairs were 
expertly crafted by inmates 
at the prison. Twelve ad-
ditional chairs constructed 
of Eastern White Cedar 
were delivered by Maine 
Adirondack Chairs in Vas-
salboro.

Once painted, sealed 
and reconstructed, the 
chairs will be placed down-
town from June to Septem-
ber 25. They will be se-
cured and placed in pairs. 
A large tag will be affixed 
to each chair with the spon-
sor logo, artist information 
and chair auction link.  

The birch tree chair 
is the most recent Maine 
Street art contribution by 

Brunswick artist and res-
ident Karl Saila. “I was 
raised in the world of sau-
nas with cold dips into a 
lake or snow drift and the 
love of birch tree groves. 
The birch tree is symbolic 
of my [Finish] family her-
itage.” 

Local artist Rob-
ert Sansonetti painted the 
chair sponsored by Mare 
Brook Farm and owners 
Ryan and Courtney Raven-
scroft. Bob found inspi-
ration from their brilliant 
summer blooms. “The im-
age I painted is a beautiful 
bouquet from the wonder-
ful Mare Brook Farm, an 
amazing source of the most 

beautiful Maine-grown 
flowers, herbs, and other 
lovely plants!”

 Tracy Johnson, 
who is a goldsmith, took 
a ‘spring break’ to paint a 
chair for Keith Field Gold-
smith. She focused on a 
single image that was bold, 
beautiful and spoke to their 
trade. “I hope this chair 
will inspire people and 
spread joy in downtown 
Brunswick.” 

Visit the BDA Have 
A Seat Chair Auction web-
site for more details, pho-
tos of completed chairs, 
artist bios, chair sponsors, 
and a Have A Seat Adiron-
dack Chair location map.

DIRECT SUPPORT PROFESSIONALS NEEDED
Full-time in Auburn starting at $16 per hour!

• Career Advancement Opportunities
• Student Loan Assistance 

• Tuition Reimbursement • Generous Paid Time Off 
• Verizon & Sprint Cell Phone Discounts

Please visit www.suprwink.org/careers to learn more!
(207) 871-1211 x2209 or e-mail recruitment@spurwink.org
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             Is the worry about what comes after this life weighing you down? Whatever your faith, 
or if it is absent, you’re a child of God – and ultimately 

Heaven is your home.
A new work by Lewiston playwright and Children’s book author, Paul Baribault

“At its center, this book is about the soul’s climb toward Enlightenment,  
 and how the Earth is a Schoolroom, not a courtroom, in our journey.”

Available on Amazon and @ www.Ourbrillianteternity.com

“The prose is inspired – and inspiring – glowing with inner radiance and kindness.” 
“I felt such a sense of hope when I finished this book.”   From Amazon reviews.

Blanchard’s Cash Fuel
#2 Heating Oil and K-1
Off Road Diesel (Dyed)
On Road Diesel (Clear)

Propane

225-3588
3 Conant Road, Turner

(on the Auburn/Turner Line)

Don’t Shiver...We Deliver!
www.blanchardscashfuel.com

CASH PRIZES!
1st Place: $400 

2nd Place: $200 
3rd Place: $100

Join us for Music, Food Trucks,  
Raffles and more!

All proceeds will benefit Summer Camp 
Scholarships for the YMCA Outdoor 

Learning and Education Center. 

To get updates during the tournament, register your 
team on your smartphone using the Scoreholio app.*

app.scoreholio.com

Search for “YMCA Kids to Camp Cornhole Tournament”

* This app is simply for day-of updates. You must ALSO 
register with the YMCA to be entered into the tournament.

WHO: All ages welcome!

WHEN: Saturday June 18, 2022 
 Check-in at 11:00 a.m.  
 Bags fly at 12:00 p.m.

WHERE: Outdoor Learning and 
 Education Center at 
 151 Stetson Rd. Auburn

COST: $50 per team (2 players)

A round-robin, single elimination Event. 
Professionally organized by Wicked Cornhole.

All teams are guaranteed 4 games.

TO REGISTER YOUR TEAM, VISIT THE 
YMCA OR CALL 207-795-4095

For more information, please contact  
Marcie Hird at mhird@alymca.org

YMCA of Auburn-Lewiston | 207-795-4095 | www.alymca.org | 62 Turner St. Auburn, ME 04210

Popcorn, Candy, and Soda - Oh My!
L E W I S TO N / A U -

BURN and GORHAM, 
ME (May 24, 2022) -- Pop-
corn has gone hand in hand 
with movies for almost 100 
years! The delicious snack 
started as a way for the-
aters to provide affordable 
snacks during the Great 

Depression. Once it caught 
on it was clear, popcorn was 
here to stay.

The salty treat pairs 
well with soda - another na-
tional favorite. Do you pre-
fer candy or popcorn when 
you go to a film? These 
days, with discounted com-

bos you might as well get 
both!

Did you know? At 
most cinemas, the “butter” 
is actually completely dairy 
free. The “artificial butter 
flavor” is usually an oil - 
most commonly soybean 
oil. So if you have a dairy 

allergy no need to skip that 
butter!

COMING SOON
Watcher - JUNE 3rd - 

As a serial killer stalks the 
city, Julia - a young actress 
who just moved to town 
with her boyfriend - notic-
es a mysterious stranger 

watching her from across 
the street. 

Jurassic World: Do-
minion - JUNE 10th - Four 
years after the destruction 
of Isla Nublar, dinosaurs 
now live - and hunt - along-
side humans all over the 
world. This fragile balance 

will reshape the future and 
determine, once and for all, 
whether human beings are 
to remain the apex predators 
on a planet they now share. 

Congratulations to our 
May Hidden Popcorn Win-
ners - Peg, Larry, Katherine 
& Joe! 

EdGE Summer Camp Registration Opens Across Downeast Locations 
CHERRYFIELD, 

ME (May 23, 2022) – 
Maine Seacoast Mission 
opens registration for 
EdGE summer camps on 
April 19. Conducted across 
three locations this year, 
EdGE offers five weeks 
of camp to students in kin-
dergarten up to 8th grade. 
From June 27 to July 29, 
EdGE summer camps will 
take place at: 

The University of 
Maine at Machias for stu-
dents who attend Rose 
M. Gaffney Elementary 
School.

D.W. Merritt Elemen-
tary school for students 
who live in Columbia, 
Columbia Falls, Addison, 
Jonesport, and Beals.

Milbridge Elementa-
ry School for students who 
live in Harrington, Cherry-
field, Deblois, Beddington, 
and Milbridge.

EdGE Director Isaac 
Marnik explained, “We’re 
excited to offer three lo-
cations for EdGE families 
and students. The intent is 
to make camps more con-
venient to get to.”

Students sign up by 

the week and register for 
as many weeks as they 
wish. “We’ll have regular 
EdGE activities to choose 
from such as STEM, the 
arts, and physical activ-
ities,” says Isaac. Each 
week, Over the summer, 
campers will have multiple 
opportunities to visit the 
ropes course on the Mis-
sion’s Downeast Campus 
in Cherryfield.

EdGE Summer 
Camps are managed by the 
Mission’s EdGE coordina-
tors, part-time afterschool 
staff, and community 

members. “We expect to 
return to pre-pandemic at-
tendance, so we’re opening 
in full force. We’re looking 
forward to a great sum-
mer,” he said.

Camps are $30.00 
per student per week with 
available scholarships. 
EdGE Director Isaac 
Marnik said online EdGE 
summer camp registra-
tion opens April 19 on the 
Mission website, https://
s e a c o a s t m i s s i o n . o rg /
downeast/edge/. For help 
with registration please 
call (207) 546-4466. Some 

scholarships are available 
for families in need of fi-
nancial assistance. Please 
contact Maria Wight at 
(207) 546-4466 for details.

Rooted in a history 
of compassionate service 
and mutual trust, Maine 
Seacoast Mission seeks 
to strengthen coastal and 

island communities by 
educating youth, support-
ing families, and promot-
ing good health. We offer 
healthcare, education, 
food, shelter, and spiritu-
al support by land and by 
sea. For more information, 
please visit https://www.
seacoastmission.org/

The Art of Monson: A Bicentennial Celebration
MONSON, ME 

(May 25, 2022) -- Mon-
son Arts - an art center 
and artist residency pro-
gram located in Monson, 
Maine - hosts the Monson 
Historical Society’s’ exhi-
bition in continuation of 
bicentennial celebrations 
of Monson. Carl Little, cu-
rator, writer and art critic, 
was hired to work with the 
creative community, care-
fully selecting works that 
represent a wide array of 
creative residents and vis-
itors of Monson.

The work on display 

ranges from paintings by 
Alan Bray, John Bozin 
and Sarah Faragher; pho-
tographs from Todd Watts, 
Bernice Abbott and Frank 
Sherburne; sculptural ob-
jects by Jemma Gascoine 
and Ed Hoovler; and slate 
artifacts from the early 
20th century. Each artist 
lives in or is deeply con-
nected to Monson. Glenn 
Poole, the president of the 
historical society and Mon-
son native says, “We are so 
proud to present this exhi-
bition and catalogue show-
casing so many gifted art-

ists”. Monson has always 
been a home for artists of 
the North Woods, and that 
will be commemorated 
with a catalog of the exhi-
bition available at the His-
torical Society and Gallery.

The Art of Monson: 
A Bicentennial Celebra-
tion is on view from May 
25th through October 
31st, 2022. An opening 
will take place May 27th, 
4:30 – 6:30pm. On July 
16th, Carl Little will give 
a talk about the exhibition 
at 2:00pm during Sum-
merfest celebrations. The 

Monson Arts Gallery is lo-
cated at 8 Greenville Road, 
Monson Maine and is open 
Wednesday through Sun-
day 10:00am – 5:00pm.

Monson Arts was 
founded in 2018. Their 
mission is to provide time 
and space for creative work 
through residencies, work-
shops, and educational 
partnerships. Visit mon-
sonarts.org to learn more 
about all of their programs.
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Olivia Ouellette, Owner
(207) 370-9292

89 Union Street, Suite 1014
Auburn, Maine 04210

CleanBooksMaine@gmail.com

CLEAN BOOKS, LLC

BOOKKEEPING & PAYROLL

Gorham 5th Graders Enjoy Field Day

SpindleworksPremieres 
on Netflix

BRUNSWICK, ME 
(May 25, 2022) -- If you’ve 
enjoyed the quirky food 
and travel show “Some-
body Feed Phil” on Netflix, 
we’ve got another reason 
for you to enjoy it this sea-
son -- Spindleworks!

Phil Rosenthal, 
whose prior TV work in-
cludes “Everybody Loves 
Raymond,” visited our 
Brunswick studio last La-
bor Day weekend in the 
middle of his Portland, 
Maine episode shoot. He 

and his crew met the artists 
and Senior Program Man-
ager Brian Braley, watched 
art-in-the-making, and ex-
plored the WhatNot Gal-
lery. Then it was out for ice 
cream at nearby Dog Bar 
Jim.

Brokering the part-
nership was Spindlework-
er Anna McDougall, who 
reportedly had been urging 
her cousin Phil to come 
visit the studio for quite a 
while.

Season 5 of “Some-

body Feed Phil” premiers 
on Netflix and all 5 ep-
isodes will be available 
immediately. So check out 
the Maine episode and our 
Spindleworks artists, who 
fed Phil with their own cre-
ativity and joy.

Send all items for
What’s Going On

to the Editor.
Deadline is
Friday by five.
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Insulate. Be comfortable.  
Save money.

Act now while funds are available. Find an insulation  
professional at efficiencymaine.com or call 866-376-2463.

*  Income-eligible homeowners qualify for rebates  
of $600 to $9,600. All other homeowners eligible for 
$500 to $5,500. See efficiencymaine.com for details.

Weatherization rebates from $500 to $9,600*

Gorham Fire Department Participates in Extrication Training
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 Media Sponsors
Bennett Radio Group - 

WOXO & WIGY 

Sun Journal
Twin City Times

Turner Publishing

L/A Community Little Theatre
    presents

Tickets: $22 adults/$19 seniors/$14 students
Includes processing fees. All tickets are general admission.

For tickets or information call 783-0958 or visit www.LACLT.com

LE

WISTON-AUBURN

Great Falls Performing Arts Center
30 Academy St., Auburn, ME

2021-2022 Underwriters Show Sponsor

June 16,17,18, 23, 24, 25 at 7:30 p.m.
June 19 and 26 at 2:00 p.m.

androscogginbank.com
1-800-966-9172

May this
performance
carry you to a 

new place.  

Welcoming new patients  •  Emergencies seen the same dayMost insurance plans welcome

Rosemarie G. Sheline, DDSCalvin Kenley, DMD • Cherith Reyes, DMD

207-784-2211110 Canal Street, Lewiston  •  maplewaydentalcare.com

Seeing you smile makes us smile.
Dr. Rose, Dr. Kenley, Dr. Reyes, and the Maple Way team are committed to meeting your preventative, restorative, and cosmetic dental needs. We understand that your smileis an integral part of who you are, and we want you to look and feel your best!

From check-ups to more advanced procedures, our priority is to keep you smiling. Give us a call to schedule an appointment!

EMERSON

946 Center St. • Auburnemersonchevy.com(207) 784-3503 • (800) 696-0766

Proud Supporter of the Arts 

in Lewiston & Auburn

We love Drama.
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A Product ofA Maine Owned CompanyFREEMost trusted local community news source serving over 600,000 Mainers each month.

Midcoast BeaconMAINE NEWS at www.turnerpublishing.net/news

Keystone Willy and ConAirBy Wil LaPointe, ownerCollinsville, OklahomaI was in the cellular communications business when I saw my first hot air balloon in the Tulsa area. I immediately real-ized the potential to draw a crowd, so I purchased a roof-top type to advertise my business.  One day, a salesman stopped by who also was a balloon pilot.  Although I had never been “up” in a balloon, I purchased a red, white and blue passenger bal-loon, perfect to promote my cell phone business.   The pilot took me for my first ride and I was immediately hooked on the experience.  I also noticed how it attracted a crowd; cars followed us for miles.  I trained to become a licensed pilot and even became quite successful at competitive racing, eventually being ranked #5 in the entire country.I bought a larger bal-loon, one which could carry myself and six to eight passengers – the largest hot air balloon in Oklahoma.  Since 2004, I have been having the time of my life introduc-

ing people to the joy of hot air ballooning for all types of occasions.  Com-panies often use the hot air balloon experience as a unique team building exercise.  At some events, such as a grand opening, wed-ding, family reunions or employee picnic, the bal-loon is tethered and at-tendees take a 50-foot up-and-down ride.  Another way companies use the 

balloon to advertise is to rent banner space adver-tising their products all around the country or just in Oklahoma.  Many of these com-panies report that their business was definitely “looking up” with the use of this attention-get-ting marketing concept.   I have also had couples exchange their wedding vows in the balloon and even helped grieving 

families spread the ashes of a loved one.A hot air balloon ride usually lasts 40 minutes to an hour, but we can continue for longer if re-quested.   Everyone from young to old enjoy the ad-venture of floating quietly like a bird over the land.  Not only is the scenery breathtaking, but you al-so can view wildlife on the ground and in the air.  Often birds and butter-flies will fly right along-side us! Watch as one of these balloons “chases” the other. For more in-formation, email wilbal-loon@yahoo.com.

ElvisBy BalloonFestival.comElvis was larger than life and so is the 10-story-tall special-shaped Elvis hot air balloon that will swivel, shake and soar at the Fes-tival. Elvis stands 105-feet tall (the real Elvis was 5-feet 11-3/4 inches) and weighs 485 pounds. Com-plete with long sideburns, 40-foot-wide sunglass-es and a sparkling white jump-suit, the Elvis bal-loon doesn’t hail from Tu-pelo or Las Vegas, but rath-er from São Paulo, Brazil. 

The massive balloon oc-cupies 105,000 cubic feet of space when fully inflated.  The Elvis balloon was created as a tribute to the entertainer by hot air bal-loon pilot Luiz Paulo Assis of AirFly hot air balloons. The balloon was inspired by Luiz’s love for the artist and his music. Luiz was exposed to the music by his father when he was very young. Even though they did not speak English, the music still touched them. The 1968 TV special re-launched Elvis Presley’s singing ca-reer. This 2018 version will launch hundreds of thou-sands of smiles. n

Special-shape balloons at this year’s GF Balloon Festival

207-453-5822   www.kvcc.me.edu
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Medical Assisting, a Prescription for Success“NEW” 1 Year Program to start in the fall!

Full Time & Part TimeFlexible Learning

Call now for details and pre-requisites
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Elvis By BalloonFestival.com Elvis was larger than life and so is the 10-story-tall special-shaped Elvis hot air balloon that will swivel, shake and soar at the Fes- tival. Elvis stands 105-feet tall (the real Elvis was 5-feet 11-3/4 inches) and weighs 485 pounds. Com- plete with long sideburns, 40-foot-wide sunglass- es and a sparkling white jump-suit, the Elvis bal- loon doesn’t hail from Tu- pelo or Las Vegas, but rath- er from São Paulo, Brazil. 

The massive balloon oc- cupies 105,000 cubic feet of space when fully inflated.  The Elvis balloon was created as a tribute to the entertainer by hot air bal- loon pilot Luiz Paulo Assis of AirFly hot air balloons. The balloon was inspired by Luiz’s love for the artist and his music. Luiz was exposed to the music by his father when he was very young. Even though they did not speak English, the music still touched them. The 1968 TV special re-launched Elvis Presley’s singing ca- reer. This 2018 version will launch hundreds of thou- sands of smiles. n
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Donation Drop-Off Town Donation Drop-Off Town
Meservier & Associates, 220 Main St Auburn, ME McAllister Real Estate, 143 Water St Hallowell, ME

Realty One, 120 Center St, Ste 108 Auburn, ME UC Lifestyle Properties- 113 W Broadway Lincoln, ME

Berkshire Hatheway, 473 Center St Auburn, ME Kezar Realty, 224 Main St Lovell, ME

Maine REALTORS 19 Community Drive--larger size diapers, size 5,6,7 Augusta, ME TBA Machais, ME

BHG/Masiello, 10 Mulliken Ct Augusta, ME Realty ONE-Compass, 11 Violette Way suite 2 Manchester, ME
Realty of Maine - 458 Main St Bangor, ME Riverside Realty, 152 River Rd Mexico, ME

BHG/ Masiello Group,  1162 Union St Bangor, ME Maine Real Estate Choice, 18 Old Village W. Naples, ME

ERA Dawson Bradford - 417 Main St Bangor, ME Bearfoot Realty, 698 Main Street, Oxford Oxford, ME

BHG/The Masiello Group, 143 High Street Belfast, ME Gr.Portland Board of REALTORS® 2271 Congress St. Portland, ME

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Northeast Real Estate, 1G Belmont Ave Belfast, ME Maine Home Connection, 19 Commerical St Portland, ME

Sell207, 15 High Street Belfast, ME EXP Realty, 533 Congress St Portland, ME

Maine Country & Coast RE, 9A Beaver St Belfast, ME Morton & Furbish, 2478 Main St Rangeley, ME

Mahoosuc Realty, 16 Parkway Rd Bethel, ME Midcoast Realty Group, 606 Main Street Rockland, ME

Compass Point Real Estate, 75 Main Street Blue Hill, ME Coldwell Banker Realty, 120 Main St, Suite 243 Saco, ME

William Raveis, 1 Oak St, Boothbay Harbor, ME Lakes Region Realty, 55 Emery Mills Rd Shapleigh, ME

Tindal & Callahan Real Estate, 32 Oak St Boothbay Harbor, ME Allied Realty, 187 Madison Ave Skowhegan, ME

The Lakes Real Estate, 175 Portland Rd, Bridgton Bridgton, ME Landing Real Estate, 780 Broadway So. Portland, ME

Oberg Agency, 132 Main St, Bridgton-- Adult Diapers Needed Bridgton, ME Biz Realty, 158 Main St South Paris, ME

Coldwell Banker Realty, 82 Pleasant St Brunswick, ME LS Robinson Co Real Estate, 337 Main Street, Southwest Harbor, ME

The New England Real Estate Company, 98 Elm Street Camden, ME William Raveis, 1837 Atlantic Hwy Waldoboro, ME

Sunset Lakes RE, 53 S. Casco Village Rd--Adult Diapers Needed Casco, ME C21 Surette, 113 Silver St Waterville, ME

Legacy Properties, 170 Main St Damariscotta, ME CB Plourde, 143 Silver St Waterville, ME

RE/MAX Infinity - 175 Spring St Dexter, ME KW Coastal, Lakes & Mnts Realty, 1810 Post Road Wells, ME

Caislean Title at 209 High St. Ellsworth, ME Realty ONE-Compass, 39 Mechanic Street Suite 300 Westbrook, ME

BHG/ Masiello Group, 193 Main Street Ellsworth, ME Landing Real Estate, 76 Tandberg Trail Windham, ME

Bangor Savings Bank, 177 Main St Farmington, ME Homestead Realty, 3 Charles St Winthrop, ME

Fairgrounds Coffee/ Coldwell Banker Lifestyles,  7 Portland Street Fryburg, ME BHG/ Masiello Group, 16 Long Sands Rd York, ME

Demetria’s Team - The Real Estate Group, 347 Main St Gorham, ME

Maine Realtors Diaper Drive June 6th - 8th

Send all items for
Names & Faces to the editor.
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Friday by five pm.
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GORHAM LITTLE LEAGUEGORHAM LITTLE LEAGUE    
Field Funding CampaignField Funding Campaign

GYBSA is a non-profit 501(c)(3) tax deductible contribution

GORHAM LITTLE LEAGUE  
Field Funding Campaign
The Gorham Youth Baseball & Softball Association is making a large capital investment 
to provide updates and add fields to accommodate practice and game schedules:

          - Develop 2 fields at White Rock

          - Purchase seasonal fence for Shaw Park

          - Repair dugouts and fencing, build storage centers

          - Add infield mix and relevel current fields

          - Acquire tarps and field maintenance equipment

          - Add scoreboards

VISIT: GYBSA.COM FOR MORE INFORMATION, INCLUDING DONATION LEVEL REWARDS

$20K

$50K

DONATE TODAY!

$40K

$30K

VISIT: tinyurl.com/GYBSA-DONATE or 
MAIL TO: GYBSA, PO Box 176, Gorham, ME 04038

looks historically at school 
shootings, at the core are 
often mental health issues 
and/or human error in not 
following existing safe-
ty protocols.  More often 
solutions lie in the more 
complex areas such as 
increased mental health 
services or in funding to 
provide more frequent and 
deeper prevention and re-
sponse training.

I know this was a lot 
of information.  I am sure 
many of you may be over-
whelmed.  I apologize.  It 
is an overwhelming topic.

In closing I just want 
to say that first and fore-
most - if you have any 
questions about safety 
protocols and what the 
schools have in place or 
do not have in place, I en-
courage you to reach out 
to your school’s principal 
or to myself to get those 
answers.  As parent/guard-
ians you need to know 
your children are as safe 
as they can be when they 
come to our schools.  If 
you have additional ideas, 
I also encourage you to 
reach out to these same 
folks to share.  It is only as 
a COMMUNITY working 
together that we can pre-
vent this kind of violence 
in our schools.  Finally, I 
want to leave you with the 
knowledge that our school 
leaders and staff care tre-
mendously about keeping 
our students safe.  We do 

not take these things light-
ly and have not been “de-
sensitized” to these tragic 
events over time.  Safety 
remains at the forefront of 
our thoughts.

We LOVE and care 
for the children of this 
community.  The images 
of those 19 young fac-
es haunts us all.  We are 
constantly and actively 
continuing to seek ways 
in which we can improve 
our safety practices.  We 
remain committed to con-
tinuing to do so.  

C U R R I C U L U M 
TRANSPARENCY

I have been thinking 
a lot recently about this 
issue and I want to make 
sure that families know 
that we want you to under-
stand what is, and some-
times just as important, 
what is not being taught in 
our schools.

Public schools have 
always been placed in a 
tenuous position when it 
comes to times in our his-
tory of political strife and 
division.  What is or is 
not taught in our schools 
can become a lightening 
rod with families feeling 
very strongly on opposing 
sides of complex socie-
tal issues.  Public schools 
serve all students with all 
kinds of different back-
grounds, viewpoints and 
perspectives and it is this 
diversity of thought that 
is often such a vibrant and 
exciting part of our learn-
ing each day.  While pub-

lic schools honor and care 
for each individual child in 
our care, it is our responsi-
bility to teach all children.  
This means that the needs 
of the “whole” at times 
can outweigh the needs of 
the “few”.  A dichotomy 
indeed, but one I believe 
public school systems (at 
least in Maine where I’ve 
been for 26 years now) do 
a masterful job of balanc-
ing.

Citing directly from 
our district’s policy IJJ 
(Instructional and Library 
Materials Selection Poli-
cy) it states that:

        “the School 
Committee recognizes that 
the final authority as to 
what materials an individ-
ual student will be exposed 
to rests with that student’s 
parents or guardians. 
However, at no time will 
the wishes of one child’s 
parents to restrict his/her 
reading or viewing of a 
particular item infringe 
on other  parents’ rights 
to permit their children to 
read or view the same ma-
terial.” 

By reading that I hope 
you can understand the 
complexity of our public 
schools trying to navigate 
student learning, particu-
larly in our current society 
where so many things are 
divisive.  As public schools 
we try to remain balanced 
and open to constructive 
thought and discourse.  Al-
ways with an eye on teach-
ing students how to criti-

cally think, ask questions, 
find facts to inform their 
thoughts and then learn to 
think for themselves.  This 
is our ultimate goal, to 
“Prepare and Inspire” our 
children to be thoughtful, 
informed citizens who de-
termine their own path and 
continue to learn, question 
and grow to lead the next 
generation in our commu-
nities.

All this being said 
- although individual par-
ents may not be able to de-
termine exactly what is or 
is not taught (as that is ulti-
mately the role of the state 
and local school commit-
tee) that is not to say that 
parents/guardians should 
not be well informed of 
what is being taught.  Fam-
ilies may agree or disagree, 
but access to this infor-
mation is important.  Our 
schools share this informa-
tion in lots of ways.

First and foremost, 
I want to make sure that 
families know you can 
access ALL of our specif-
ic content area and grade 
level learning standards 
on our website.  This doc-
ument is there for all to 
see. Now, to be clear, this 
document is a listing of 
the outcomes for learning 
(i.e. skills) we wish to see 
our student’s demonstrate 
across all grades and sub-
ject areas.  How our teach-
ers work with students to 
demonstrate that learning 
may vary significantly, es-
pecially at the older grade 

levels where we have few-
er core curriculum series.

When you click on 
that document - you may 
likely be overwhelmed.  It 
is a lot of information.  But 
I encourage parents to do 
so, and to read through the 
various standards and per-
formance indicators that 
are there.  It really does 
give you a strong sense 
of the topics and content 
that is covered across each 
grade.

Another great re-
source to know what is be-
ing taught in our schools is 
your own children.  I used 
to love watching “Leave it 
to Beaver” growing up (I 
know that dates me a bit).  
But there is something to 
be said for that nightly din-
ner table conversation that 
asks your child:  So what 
did you learn about today?  
Now granted, for some stu-
dents that may result in an 
immediate response and 
for others you may have to 
“dig” a little more but what 
a great conversation to 
have daily with your chil-
dren and what a great way 
to hear “from the source” 
what is happening in our 
schools.  

I also encourage fam-
ilies to reach out direct-
ly to teachers.  Teachers 
often share information 
proactively, but if specific 
questions come up they are 
there to ask.  Our teachers 
are incredible profession-
als who love to talk about 
what our children are 

learning.
Then if you have fur-

ther questions, our build-
ing leaders are there to 
ask as well.  Our Assistant 
Principals and Principals 
are also here to help fam-
ilies navigate getting these 
important questions an-
swered.  

Ultimately, if parents 
have specific concerns 
and have very strong feel-
ings about materials being 
taught there are several 
processes outlined in our 
policies that you can fol-
low. These policies have 
very specific steps and we 
take each one seriously to 
ensure that ultimately the 
right outcomes are reached 
in that delicate balancing 
act I described above. 

I would also men-
tion that parents/guardians 
have the right to utilize the 
Freedom of Access Act 
(FOAA) to make specific 
requests for information of 
our public schools.  These 
rules are governed at the 
state and national level and 
you can learn more about 
them on our website.  In 
the Gorham Schools, our 
FOAA “officer” is Rhon-
da Warren, located in my 
office.  She is a great per-
son to direct questions to if 
you have them about what 
FOAA is or how to utilize 
it.  Her email address is 
rhonda.warren@gorham-
schools.org.  We will be 
placing more information 
on this important Act and 

Superintendent
Continued from page 3

See Superintendent, page 16
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Introducing the INOGEN ONE
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Women’s Ride Returns on June 4 in Locations Across Maine
PORTLAND, ME 

(May 16, 2022) -- The 
Women’s Ride will take 
place on Saturday, June 4, 
in at least 16 different com-
munities across Maine, 
the Bicycle Coalition of 
Maine (BCM) announced 
Monday.

“After receiving 
overwhelmingly positive 
feedback last year, we’re 
excited to bring back this 
statewide Women’s Ride 
format in 2022,” said Bi-
cycle Coalition of Maine 
Event Director Colleen 
Donohoe. “And we truly 
appreciate the generosity 
of our presenting sponsors, 

Northern Light Health and 
Norway Savings Bank, for 
making it possible.”

The BCM says the 
format is intended to make 
the ride as accessible as 
possible to as many wom-
en as possible.

The Women’s Ride 
is open to all self-iden-
tifying women—includ-
ing femme, transgender, 
and non-binary—and will 
feature road, gravel, and 
mountain bike options 
with difficulty levels rang-
ing from beginner to sea-
soned.

Rides have thus far 
been confirmed in Augus-

ta, Belfast, Carrabassett 
Valley, Falmouth, Gorham, 
Lewiston, Madawaska, 
Orland, Orono, Portland, 
South Portland, Thomas-
ton, Topsham, Westbrook, 

Winter Harbor, and Yar-
mouth.

Although any bike 
shop, bike club, or indi-
vidual can host a ride, all 
leaders, sweeps, and other 

riders must be women.
“We want to provide 

an event where all women 
of all riding types and skill 
levels can feel welcome 
and comfortable riding in 
a group setting,” Donohoe 
said.

In preparation for the 
Women’s Ride, the Coali-
tion invites women to reg-
ister for a fix-a-flat session 
on May 25 and an urban 
biking class on June 1. 
Both classes are free, and 
will be held at the BCM’s 
office at 38 Diamond 
Street in Portland.

Following the June 
4 Women’s Ride, the Co-

alition will be holding 
additional group rides—
dubbed the “Women’s 
Ride Summer Series”—
every other Wednesday in 
the Greater Portland re-
gion. More details will be 
shared in early June. These 
rides are also sponsored by 
Norway Savings Bank and 
Northern Light Health.

Registration for the 
Women’s Ride is pay-
what-you-can, with a sug-
gested donation of $35.

Interested women 
can find more information 
and register for the June 
4 Women’s Ride at: bike-
maine.org/womens-ride/.

Yard & Tack Sale to Benefit 
Skyline Farm, North Yarmouth

A sampling of the items that will be for sale at Skyline Farm. Photo by Pamela Ames

NORTH YAR-
MOUTH, ME (May 

23, 2022) -- Come shop 
at Skyline Farm’s Yard 

& Tack Sale at 95 The 
Lane, North Yarmouth, on 

Saturday, June 4, 10 a.m.-
2 p.m., and support a lo-
cal nonprofit. Skyline’s 
Visitor Center and out-
door tent will feature fur-
niture, household goods, 
gardening items, sea-
sonal decorations and 
more!  Horse items in-
clude saddles, bridles, 
blankets, and equestrian 
clothing.  

Skyline Farm Car-

riage Museum will be 
open during the sale so 
people can view the cur-
rent exhibit, “Town and 
Country: Rocking and 
Rolling Down The Lane”. 

For more informa-
tion, see Skyline Farm’s 
Facebook page or email 
inquiries to info@skyline-
farm.org. Skyline Farm is 
a nonprofit, all-volunteer 
organization.
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Discover The Truth About CDs!   
CD Interest Rates Are At An All Time Low. 

There IS A Safe, Guaranteed Alternative To 
Increase Your Income.  

                                            Call now for a FREE Guide:   
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 Call Our 24 Hour Order Line  @782-3800 

Discover The Truth About CDs!   
CD Interest Rates Are At An All Time Low. 

There IS A Safe, Guaranteed Alternative To 
Increase Your Income.  

                                            Call now for a FREE Guide:   

“10 Secrets Your Banker Doesn’t 
Want You To Know” 

 Call Our 24 Hour Order Line  @782-3800 

Discover The Truth About CDs!   
CD Interest Rates Are At An All Time Low. 

There IS A Safe, Guaranteed Alternative To 
Increase Your Income.  

                                            Call now for a FREE Guide:   

“10 Secrets Your Banker Doesn’t 
Want You To Know” 

 Call Our 24 Hour Order Line  @782-3800 

ACCOUNTANT

CHIROPRACTOR

PRINTING

Family Chiropractic Center

1485 Lisbon Street, Lewiston

207.783.0078
www.familychirome.com



Experience Life

23 Goldthwaite Rd. 
Auburn, ME 04210

PO Box 715 
Lewiston, ME 04243

AUBURN SELF STORAGE, LLC

PHONE 376-3325  

Auburn 207-783-9111   Norway 207-743-7777
AustinPA.com

Your Financial Team

SHIPPING

SELF STORAGE

Computer Diagnostics • Yokohama Tires
Repairs • Alignments • Inspection Station

Gas • Clear K1 • Tune-ups • Brakes • Batteries

260 S. Main St., Auburn • 782-9144 

Dan & Don Poisson
dfpoisson@aol.com

Poisson & Sons 
Auto Care Center, Inc.

The Only Full-Service Gas Station in Auburn!

AUTO CARE

PAINTING

9 N. River Road in Auburn ~ www.AuburnGoinPostal.com ~ 784-9900

MARINE SERVICES

Locally Owned

Marine Service

237 Lewiston Road • Topsham, ME 04086 • (207) 725-5997
www.pontesmarine.com

American 
Builders

Call 207-500-8100
For FREE Estimates

Quality Work with References Available

Custom Building & Remodeling

Fully Insured • 5 Year Workmanship Warranty

Call Tyler
500-8100

Finish Carpenter

CONTRACTORS

Interiors • Exteriors
Free Estimates

WADE J. LIBBY
WJLibbyPainting@gmail.com

Drywall Repair
Pressure Washing

CELL: 207.210.0605

FREE DELIVERY L/A

777-1520
www.sweetpeafloraldesignsme.com

Sweet Pea Des igns
FLOWER SHOPPE

FLOWER SHOPPE

PHOTOGRAPHY WEB HOSTING

CD’S

Executive Portraits • Business photographs • Videos

Bell Studios, Inc.

PHOTOGRAPHY

MASONRY
Jason Hodsdon

JasonHodsdonMasonry@gmail.com

Masonry • Culture Stones
Chimneys • Chimney Cleaning

Repointing & Repairs
Restoration

Stainless Steel Liners

North Monmouth
(207) 215-3557

Fully Insured 
Free Estimates

20+ Years of Experience

Business Directory

Contact us today for possible openings in our 
business directory! Info@TwinCitytimes.com.

Locally Owned
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The Grange located in Gorham at 33 Wilson Rd. (off rte 237) is inviting you to 
join us at any meeting the first Friday of the month at 7 PM.

Folks willing to put their generous hearts and open hands to raise all of their 
neighbors and community is the goal of the Grange since 1876. The Grange is 
an inclusive nonprofit organization. Local activities include but not be restricted 
to crafts, music, suppers, display at the Cumberland fair and quilts for veterans. 
Our agenda and focus is at the local level determined by the members 
themselves. The historical Grange Hall is the perfect building and location for 
doing any craft. Handicapped accessible, heat, hot water, and full kitchen.

Dues are $26 per year.

Facebook /Gorham White Rock Grange  #380 Web/ mainestategrange.org The 
White Rock is called Subordinate grange. Use right column to locate.

Ph/ 207-839-3946 leave a message.  Please Join Us!

ATTENTION:
THE MEMBERS OF WHITE ROCK GRANGE

ARE NOT ONLY FARMERS
WANTED: PEOPLE WANTED WITH 
NEW IDEAS AND COMMITMENT

Rural
Continued from page 1

tween high school students 
who perceived their local 
economy as getting worse 
and those who perceived 
the economy as staying the 
same or improving, either. 

Notably, Maine’s ru-
ral youth were more likely 
to want to live in a rural 
place than study subjects 
from Oregon. 

“We suspect that stu-
dents in Piscataquis Coun-
ty want to live in a rural 
place when they grow up 
because of the cultural 
emphasis on rural living 
in Maine. Oregon is also 
more urban overall,” says 
Leahy, who co-authored 
the article with researchers 
from Oregon State Univer-
sity, University of Alaska 
Fairbanks, University of 
Georgia and James Madi-
son University. 

The researchers 
concluded that rural for-
est-dependent communi-
ties concerned about the 

sustainability of their com-
munities may better retain 
or attract rural youth by 
focusing on community at-
tributes and connections to 
the outdoors. Policies are 
often developed to recruit 
young workers to rural lo-
cales, but without fostering 
attachments, simple eco-
nomic incentives are not 
enough to keep them there. 

“Piscataquis County 
is doing all the right things 
by having lots of outdoor 
opportunities and groups 
like the Piscataquis County 
Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District and Appala-
chian Mountain Club who 
encourage youth to get 
outdoors. There’s also a 
focus on positive commu-
nity attributes through their 
economic development 
efforts, the new ice arena 
and in-town programming 
for youth. They’re head-
ed in the right direction to 
encourage youth to stay in 
their community or return 
at some point in the fu-
ture,” Leahy says.

Starting Ap. 7 and every 
1st and 3rd Thursday 

through June
LEWISTON -- 1st & 3rd 
Thursdays from April-
June, 4-6pm at the Lewis-
ton Public Library: TEEN 
TABLETOP RPGS. Call-
ing all adventurers and 
explorers! LPL Teen will 
be hosting a series of one-
shot tabletop roleplaying 
games, in person in the 
teen lounge on the 1st 
& 3rd Thursdays of the 
month from 4-6pm, from 
April-June. Supplies will 
be provided – just bring 
yourself and your cre-
ative mind! Each drop in 
session will feature a dif-
ferent one-shot tabletop 
RPG, run by game master 
Hallie. No previous RPG 
experience is required. 
This program is intended 
for teens ages 13-19. For 
more information, contact 
the Adult & Teen Services 
department at 207-513-
3135 or lplreference@
lewistonmaine.gov, or go 
to lplonline.org/events/
teen-tabletop-rpgs/

May 4 and every 
Wednesday

GORHAM – 10:00am 
Weekly story time has re-
sumed at the North Gor-
ham Public Library! Sto-
rytime is open to children 
& their caregivers. Join us 
weekly for stories, songs 
and crafts every Wednes-
day at 10am. 2 Standish 
Neck Rd, Gorham ME.
or check) at the door, 
207-846-5378, or http://
www.midcoastsymphony.
org for details. Under 18 
and college students are 
free.
the chance to Live, Learn 
and Recover. Deb York 
began An Angel’s Wing in 
2017 and has been help-
ing our community since. 

June 4
AUBURN -- The Maine 
Iris Society announc-
es its upcoming Iris & 
Spring Flower Show be-
ing held on Saturday, 
June 4th from 130pm to 
4pm at the Auburn Mid-
dle School, 38 Falcon 
Dr, Auburn. Admission is 
free and will feature a sale 
of Potted Perennials and 
Irises. Bare-Root Iris Rhi-

zomes will also be avail-
able for $1 each.

June 4-26
FREEPORT -- CARA-
VAN OF DREAMS, writ-
ten and directed by Ste-
phen Legawiec; presented 
by Ziggurat Theatre En-
semble and the Desert 
of Maine Center for Arts 
and Ecology. Opens: June 
4 and continues through 
June 26. Held at Desert of 
Maine; 95 Desert Road; 
Freeport, ME 04843. 
Parking is available in the 
Desert of Maine lot. For 
tickets, see https://cara-
vanofdreams.eventbrite.
com or call (207) 854-
8882. General Admission: 
$25.00; Seniors/Students/
veterans $20.00; Kids 17 
or under: $5.00.

June 6
AUBURN -- The Au-
burn Art Club will meet 
on Monday, June 6 from 
12:00 to 2:00 p.m. at the 
Park Avenue Methodist 
Church in Auburn. The 
program will feature an 
1870 school. Scholars will 
be using slates, quill pens, 
intellectual and mental 
arithmetic, and preparing 
their declamations.
A box lunch, including 
bottled water, chips, and 
dessert will be provid-
ed by the club. Closer 
to the date the president 
will e-mail members with 
more information con-
cerning the lunch. All 
members are invited to 
attend.

June 6
GORHAM -- 8:30am 
Gorham Village Alliance 
Meeting Council Cham-
bers

June 6
GORHAM -- 7pm Plan-
ning Board Meeting 
Council Chambers

June 7
GORHAM -- 6:30pm 
Regular Town Council 
Meeting & Public Hear-
ing on proposed munici-
pal budget Council Cham-
bers

June 8

GORHAM -- 7pm School 
Committee Meeting 
Council Chambers

June 8
AUBURN -- The Knight 
House/Downing Shoe 
Shop will be open 1-4 on 
Wednesday, June 8. Free 
tours and fun for every-
one.
Contact person is Penny 
Jessop  784-0586.   The 
Knight house/Downing 
Shoe Shop is located at 
the north side of the Gar-
den Hilton Hotel on the 
West  Pitch of the Falls 
in Auburn, Maine. AHS’s  
was founded by the DAR 
in 1923 and its purpose 
is to promoting the study 
of the history of Andro-
scoggin County and its 
citizens and preserving in 
its archives, records, rel-
ics and mementoes of that 
history. Located on the 
third floor of the Andro-
scoggin Court House at 2 
Turner St in Auburn.

June 9
LEWISTON -- The 
Sampson Southern Maine 
Squadron AFB Veterans 
will be having a get to-
gether June 9th at noon-
time Thursday at the 
Governors Restaurant 
in Lewiston.  Sampson 
was once a Naval Train-
ing Base 1942-1945 but 
was used as an Air Force 
Training Base 1950-1956. 
All veterans are wel-
come. FMI email wwmtk-
wkr1933@gmail.com

June 9 
SKOWHEGAN -- 8:30am 
– 4:30pm Build Maine 
Event – Conference Day 
The Maine Spinning Mill, 
7 Island Avenue, Skow-
hegan

June 10
GREENE -- Former 
Maine Park Ranger and 
author, Tim Caverly, 
presents “48 Hours With 
a Wilderness Ranger” 
on Friday, June 10th at 
2 & 7 PM. The Araxine 
Wilkins Sawyer Memo-
rial, 371 Sawyer Road, 
Greene. Free admission! 

FMI call 946-5311, visit 
sawyer-foundation.com 
or www.facebook.com/
sawyer.foundation1937

June 11
FALMOUTH -- Dino 
Day! June 11th from 
11:30-12pm ; 3-3:30pm. 
Visit with Jurassic Jo’s 
Dinos for a special meet 
& greet! Activities, give-
aways and more! All ages 
welcome! A free event 
hosted by Flagship Cine-
mas in Falmouth, Maine.  
Link: https://fb.me/e/
2F1AtfhON

June 14
GORHAM -- 7am – 8pm 
Election Day 

June 14 
GORHAM -- 7pm Con-
servation Commission 
Meeting Conference 
Room A 

June 16-19, 23-26 
AUBURN -- The L/A 
Community Little The-
atre presents the classic 
comedy You Can’t Take 
It With You, one of the 
most popular and suc-
cessful plays of modern 
times. Show dates are 
June 16-18, 23-25 at 7:30 
p.m., and June 19 and 
26 at 2:00 p.m. Visit the 
website at (laclt.com) for 
more information or to 
purchase tickets.

June 25
AUBURN -- The Knight 
House/Downing Shoe 
Shop will be open 1-4 on 
Wednesday, June 25. Free 
tours and fun for every-
one. 
Contact person is Penny 
Jessop  784-0586.   The 
Knight house/Downing 
Shoe Shop is located at the 
north side of the Garden 
Hilton Hotel on the West  
Pitch of the Falls in Au-
burn, Maine. AHS’s was 
founded by the DAR in 
1923 and its purpose is to 
promoting the study of the 
history of Androscoggin 
County and its citizens 
and preserving in its ar-
chives, records, relics and 
mementoes of that histo-
ry. Located on the third 
floor of the Androscoggin 
Court House at 2 Turner 
St in Auburn.

July 13
LEWISTON -- Wednes-
day, July 13, 5:30 to 6:30 

p.m. Couture Room, 
Lewiston Public Li-
brary. READ ME BOOK 
DISCUSSION: “SIGH, 
GONE,” BY PHUC 
TRAN. Join us to discuss 
the nonfiction selection 
for this year’s Read ME 
statewide summer reading 
program. Copies available 
to borrow. Advance regis-
tration required at 513-
3135 or lplreference@
gmail.com.

August 24
LEWISTON -- Wednes-
day, August 24, 5:30 to 
6:30 p.m. Couture Room, 
Lewiston Public Library. 
READ ME BOOK DIS-

CUSSION: “BENEFI-
CENCE,” BY MERE-
DITH HALL. Join us to 
discuss the fiction selec-
tion for this year’s Read 
ME statewide summer 
reading program. Cop-
ies available to borrow. 
Advance registration re-
quired at 513-3135 or 
lplreference@gmail.com.

Calendar
Send your submissions to the Editor. More online.

Send all items for
What’s Going On

to the Editor.
Deadline is
Friday by five.
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Best
Source
for Arts, 

Music and 
Theater!

Your
Hometown Paper.
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What’s Going On

to the Editor.
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Friday by five.

Classified Ads

❏ Visa        ❏ Master Card 
Card #                        

Exp. date  ____/____ Signature _____________________________

Name & Address 

Phone: ___________________________________________________

Category: __________________________________________

Headline: ___________________________________________

Ad Info:

Send check or credit card info with completed form to: 
twin city timeS, 9 north river road, #232 auburn, me 04210

or info@twincitytimeS.com  

$10  
40 Words!up 

to 

Per
WeekClassified Ads

Each additional word 25¢

Number of Weeks to Run:

 3 digits # 
on back

Send payment with completed form to our
 bookkeeping office:  89 Union Street, Suite 1014

Auburn, ME 04210 or email it to us!

AUTOMOBILE 
STORAGE

Seeking Classic 
Car Storage

Got unused garage bay?
I’m looking for year-round 
storage for a classic car. 
My preference is a location 
near the center of Gorham. 
Please text or leave a 
message: 207 415-2463.

BURIAL 
PLOTS

Gracelawn Burial Plots
Two burial plots at Gracelawn 
M e m o r i a l  C e m e t a r y, 
Auburn. Perpetual care. 
Room for 2 caskets or 4 
urns. Gracelawn’s price 
$1,700. Our price $1,400. 
Plots sold together. Plots 
can be exchanged for any 2 
available plots in cemetery. 
Call 751-1429, 776-8453

CARPENTRY
Morse Carpentry ESTD 
1977 Remodeling and 
New Builds, Jobs big 
and small, we do them 
all! (207) 210-2295 Of-
fice (207) 838-9703 Cell. 

CLEANERS
CC Island Cleaning 
Company. Seasonal, Air 
B&B, homes. Cleaning 
with care. Call for a 
quote. Denise (207) 
420-4952. 

ESTATE 
SALE

Estate - Garage
Safe environment - one 
seller with mask and gloves. 
By appointment only. One 
to two people. We maintain 
ten feet apart. Two bedroom 
sets, double and queen - 
wicker 5 pieces - Bench 
with microfiber cushion. 
Two living room chairs. All 
plus more. All priced low for 
quick sale. (207) 883-0808

FOR SALE
Wood boiler – Must go! 
$2,500. Alternate heat-
ing carbon steel wood 
boiler. Purchased in 
1996 for $6,800. New 
door seal, bricks, blan-
ket, and silicone card 
bead. Includes cycle 
timer and plumb fittings. 
1,400#. Model E100 
wood gun. Can be lifted 
directly into your trailer.

GORHAM. (207) 222-
2755.

Turboclean Powerbrush 
Pet Pro

Turboclean Powerbrush 
Pet Pro carpet cleaner. 
Brand new. Used once. 
Asking $80. Call 893-
8851. Gorham.

HEALTH &    
FITNESS

DO YOU HAVE CHRONIC KNEE 
OR BACK PAIN? 

If you have insurance, you 
may qualify for the perfect 
brace at little to no cost. Get 
yours today! Call 1-800-
217-0504.

I WOULD 
LIKE TO BUY 
YOUR HOME
I purchase in any condi-
tion, AS-IS. I can close 
in as little as 21 days. 
Not a realtor. No realtor 
fees and I pay all typical 
closing costs. Call for a 
hassle-free, all cash of-
fer. Ben 207-200-6071.

PAINTING
Stepladder Enterprise 

Painting Co.
Interior & Exterior. 

Drywall repair, paint and 
wallpaper. Pressure washing. 
I nsu red .  20+  yea rs  i n 
business 207-786-9849.

SENIORS
LEWISTON SENIOR 

CITIZENS TRIPS 
FOR 2022

Nashvi l le Show 
Trip - June 18-26, 2022 
-Trip includes 8 nights 
lodging and 14 meals, 
guided tours of Nashville 
and Belle Meade Historic 
Site & Winery. Admission 
to the Country Music 
Hall of Fame and the 
Grand Ole Opry behind 
the Scene Tour. Includes 
a show a the Grand Ole 
Opry and the Nightlife 
Dinner Theater.  Price is 
$1,025.00 pp double oc-
cupancy and admission 
to all venues and bus 
driver tip.   

Hobo Train - Mer-
edith, NH - September 
21, 2022  -  Enjoyable 2 
hour ride on the Winnipe-
saukee Scenic Railroad.  
While on board, enjoy a 
turkey dinner from Hart’s 
Turkey Farm with all the 
fixings.  Price is $85.00 

and includes bus, train 
ride, turkey dinner and 
bus driver tip.  Deadline 
to sign up is August 12, 
2022.  Purchase tickets at 
the Lewiston Senior Citi-
zens’ office at 65 Central 
Avenue.

Flag Hill Distillery 
and Winery in Lee, NH 
- October 11, 2022 - 
Lunch at Warren’s Lob-
ster House in Kittery and 
an afternoon tour and 
tasting at Flag Hill Win-
ery.  Time for shopping 
after the tour.  Price is 
$83.00 per person which 
includes the bus and tip 
for the driver, lunch, and 
tour and tasting at the 
winery.   Purchase tickets 
at the Lewiston Senior 
Citizens Office at 65 Cen-
tral Avenue, Lewiston.

Ogunqui t  P lay-
house for  the play 
“CLUE” - October 16, 
2022 - Clue is a fast 
paced hilarious whodunit 
comedy.  After the show 
we will go to Cracker 
Barrel in South Portland 
for dinner on your own.  
The price is  $90.00 and  
includes bus, show and 
driver tip.  Purchase tick-

ets at the Lewiston Senior 
Citizens’ offce at 65 Cen-
tral Avenue.

Mackinac Island 
Trip - September 10-
18, 2022 - Trip includes 
9 days and 8 nights - 14 
meals - Guided tour of 
Mackinaw City - Guided 
Carriage Tour in Mackinac 
Island.  Boat ride through 
the Soo Locks with free 
time and sightseeing in 
Sault Saint Marie, visit to 
Mackinaw Crossing and 
“Michigan’s Little Bavar-
ia” and much more.  A 
$75. deposit is due upon 
signing up. Price is $899. 
pp double occupancy.  
Make checks out to Di-
amond Tours and mail to 
Claire Bilodeau.

White Mountain 
Hotel & Resort - De-
cember 4 - 5, 2022 - Trip 
includes 1 night lodging 
- 3 meals including the 
Grand Sunday Brunch.  
Two different entertain-
ment shows, Austrian 
Sleigh Ride through Jack-
son Village with a Jingle 
Bell Chocolate Tour.  Stop 
at the Christmas Tree 
Shop and Lunch at Pol-
ly’s Pancake Parlor.  A 

$100 deposit is due upon 
signing.  Price is $369. pp 
double occupancy which 
includes tips.

For more informa-
tion about any of our 
trips, please contact 
Claire Bilodeau (207)784-
0302 or Cindy Boyd (207-
345-9569.

TRAVEL
Diamond Tours bus trip: 
Memphis Tenn – 11 days 
10 nights. August 12-
22. $1,129. Includes 
motel, tour of Memphis, 
Memphis Area Casino 
and much more. Call 
your tour guide now. 
Fern (207) 312-8408.

WOOD
Firewood

16 inch cut and split dry 
hardwood. Three pallets 
$375 – approximately 
one cord.  S ix  pa l le ts 
$600 – approximately 
two cords. Free kindling. 
Dun Roamin Tree Farm LLC, 
75 Dyer Road, Lewiston. 
Call Ed (207) 577-5878.

WANTED
Odd jobs and Gig work
Retired teacher and 
counselor looking for 
odd jobs and Gig work.
Trained and experi-
enced in babysitting, 
Petsitting, senior/adult 
care and cleaning.
Contact: Missy 207-
253-9762 or allinone-
services1@yahoo.com
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sharing the information 
requested from folks for 
all to see as a means of ad-
ditional transparency later 
this summer.

One of my recent 
“lessons learned” (of 
many) is that it is important 
for our schools to do a bet-
ter job of making sure par-
ents know how to ask these 
important questions and 
get this important informa-
tion so that you don’t feel 
“un-welcomed” in doing 
so.  It is often when people 
are unsure of how to ask 
these important questions 
that they feel perhaps bar-
riers exist in them doing 
so.  I am committed to 
improving our services in 
this area moving forward.  
You will see this reflected 
in my upcoming goals for 

the 2022-23 School year 
and in my current and 
future communications 
to families.   If you have 
specific ideas on how you 
think we can do a better 
job at strengthening our 
transparency in this area, 
please feel free to email 
me at heather.perry@gor-
hamschools.org.  THANK 
YOU!

FY 23 BUDGET DE-
VELOPMENT

There are TWO key 
steps that remain in the ap-
proval of our proposed FY 
23 budget:

1.  Town Council 
Vote on June 7 (meeting 
will be held in council 
chambers starting at 6:30 
p.m.).

2.  Public Budget 
Validation Referendum 
Vote on June 14 (this will 
be a vote to either approve 

of the budget passed by 
Town Council on June 7 or 
to not approve the budget 
passed by Town Council 
on June 7).

There is always much 
fluidity in this process, es-
pecially at this time of the 
year.  The School Commit-
tee passed the proposed 
budget on April 13, but the 
Town Council can make 
changes to that proposed 
budget at their meeting 
on June 7.  It really is im-
portant to follow along to 
know what you will be vot-
ing on on June 14 because 
it can change significantly 
between those two meet-
ings. 

In an effort to try and 
simplify the proposed FY 
23 budget (as passed by the 
School Committee), I’ve 
created the “one pager”.  
This one pager takes what 

is a 350 page document 
for the School Committee, 
and a 200 page document 
for the Town Council and 
attempts to put all the high-
lights in one place.  Please 
review and know that if 
you want more details, you 
can find that and more on 
our website to learn more.

UPCOMING GHS 
GRADUATION DE-
TAILS

This is information 
taken from Principal Jan-
dreau’s newsletters to stu-
dents and families.  Just 
wanted to make sure folks 
had all the details so you 
can join in to support our 
Seniors as they end one 
“chapter” in their future 
stories and begin to write 
the next!

Senior Walk:
GHS seniors will 

participate in our annual 
“Senior Walk” across all 
of our K-8 schools. This 
will take place on June 
10, starting at around 9:00 
a.m. I will “facebook live” 
the event from the dis-
trict’s facebook account if 
folks are interested in fol-
lowing live!

The Graduation Cer-
emony

Each graduate will 
receive 8 tickets for family 
and friends.

Seniors must be at 
the high school by 3:00 
p.m. on Sunday, June 12th.  
They will meet in the gym-
nasium for last-minute 
preparations.  They should 
be wearing caps and gowns 
and all other regalia (e.g. 
stoles and cords).

Parking along the 
GHS Stadium Field will 
not be permitted from Sat-
urday, June 12th at 7:00 
p.m. until Monday, June 
14th at 7:00 a.m.  Any ve-
hicle parked along the Sta-
dium Field during this time 
frame will be towed at the 
expense of the vehicle’s 
owner.

Access Road will 
be closed from the GHS 
Parking Lot to Narragan-
sett Street (Route 202) 
beginning at 2:00 p.m. on 

June 12th and extending 
through Graduation.

Parking will be ex-
tremely limited! There are 
only 240 parking spots on 
the GHS campus.  Anyone 
planning to attend Gradua-
tion should make arrange-
ments to carpool, to park 
off campus and walk, or 
to park at Gorham Middle 
School and utilize a shut-
tle service that we will be 
running between GMS and 
GHS.  The shuttle service 
will begin at 2:30.  It will 
begin again following the 
ceremony to transport peo-
ple back to GMS.

The gates to enter the 
GHS Stadium will open at 
2:30 p.m. for individuals 
with disabilities and 3:00 
p.m. for everyone else. 
Only those with a tick-
et will be allowed to en-
ter.  For security reasons, 
backpacks or other large 
bags will not be permitted; 
handheld, personal bags 
may be searched prior to 
entering.

Seating will be on a 
first come, first served ba-
sis.  There will be a section 
reserved for people with 
disabilities and a section 
reserved for staff.

Sign language inter-
preters will be stationed to 
the side of the stage closest 
to GHS; if you require this 
service, please sit accord-
ingly.

Masks will not be re-
quired for graduation.

Restrooms will be 
available at the snack 
shack.  Food will not be 
available.

Graduation will be 
streamed live.  We will be 
sharing links for the live 
stream soon:

Gorham High 
School, as are all school 
facilities, is a tobacco-free 
zone.  Please refrain from 
bringing any tobacco prod-
ucts, including cigars, on 
campus. Police will take 
notice.

Note:  There is a “rain 
date” for the same outline 
above on Monday, June 13 
if the ceremony is rained 

out on Sunday, June 12. 
C O N G R AT U L A -

TIONS TO OUR GRAD-
UATING CLASS OF 
2022! GO RAMS! OUR 
LITTLE LEARNERS 
COLLABORATION  RE-
PORTS SUCCESS!

The “Little Learn-
ers” Literacy Program is 
a collaboration between 
the Gorham School De-
partment and Baxter Me-
morial Library, funded in 
part through our Aspire 
Gorham work! This pro-
gram brings high quality 
literacy programs to our 
early childhood care pro-
viders (centers, family 
based, etc.) via outreach 
programs throughout the 
course of the year.  

So far this year, the 
program has served 954 
local pre school aged chil-
dren!  Report is outlined 
below and if you want to 
learn more, feel free to 
reach out to Heidi Whel-
an at Baxter Memorial 
Library!  We are so very 
proud of this partnership!  

SUMMER READ-
ING PROGRAM - BAX-
TER LIBRARY

Speaking of our in-
credible partnerships with 
Baxter Library...I wanted 
to make sure to share in-
formation on their summer 
reading program!  Please 
check out their website to 
learn more!

I have so much more 
that I could share, but this 
is probably enough for 
now!  My next blog will 
be the last for the 2021-22 
School Year.  Remember:

-  Last student day 
June 13, 2022 with stu-
dents being dismissed at 
half day.

-  Check out our 
school websites and social 
media posts to keep up 
with end of year activities!

Have a great Memo-
rial Day Weekend!  

THANK YOU TO 
ALL OUR GORHAM 
VETERANS, most espe-
cially to those who paid 
the ultimate sacrifice for 
our freedoms!

Superintendent
Continued from page 11

GHS Recognizes National 
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