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Up to 15 Minutes 
$149 Value

Chiropractic • Acupuncture • Massage • NeuroMetabolic Care • Guided Weight Loss • Slim Laser • Magnesphere Resonance Therapy • PEMF 
Drs. Murray & Shannon Smith • 23 West Main Street, Crosby • www.askdrsmith.com • (218) 851-9626

Chiropractic • Acupuncture • Massage • NeuroMetabolic Care • Guided Weight Loss • Slim Laser • Magnesphere Resonance Therapy • PEMF 

SHIFT CLINIC
Integrative Medicine • In Person or TeleHealth Access (online health consultation) • Doctor-grade supplements delivered to your door 

To gain access to our Nutrition Hub,  just text your name and email to (218) 851-9626

Schedule your first appointment by June 30, 2022 and receive a

FREE Back Pain Consultation* 
 • Back, Arm, 

Shoulder or Leg Pain 
 • Difficulty Lifting or 

Holding Items 
 • Numbness or Tingling 

 • Muscle Weakness 
 • Walking Difficulty 

 • Incontinence

Worried About a Disc?

!

3-BEDROOM HOME WITH ATTACHED 
3-STALL GARAGE/SHOP
 8 miles Northeast of Aitkin with 

LOADS OF STORAGE FOR YOUR TOYS! 
Home offers main 

floor laundry, spacious 
bedrooms, full bath-

room, living room with 
UL approved wood/
coal furnace (ducted 

throughout house), for-
mal dining room and an 
abundance of storage. 

Upstairs has 2 large 
bedrooms with hardwood floors and additional storage. Central air/ heat pump and 
propane forced air also throughout the house. Attached 3-stall 
insulated and heated garage/shop with new 10 ft. overhead 

garage doors, plus a detached 2 stall garage. 

ALL OF THIS IS SITUATED ON 77+ ACRES
OF NICE HUNTING GROUND!

CUMMINGS JANZEN REALTY, INC. 
14 - 1st St NW, Aitkin • 218-927-6258 

www.cummingsjanzen.com

Jessica
Associate Broker

218-820-7115

Jeff
 Associate Broker/

Appraiser 
218-820-0995

Jeremy
 Associate Broker/

Auctioneer
218-851-0879

Bob
Associate Broker/

Auctioneer
218-330-0708

77+
ACRES

$199,900
MLS #NST6201094

WHETHER TEMPS RISE OR FALL, YOUR ENERGY BILL WILL STAY COOL. 
Take advantage of these hot promo rebates when you install a qualifying, energy-saving air source heat pump!

For a LIMITED time, if installed in June, July, or August, you can 
double your rebates on ducted air source heat pumps when 
installed by a qualified contractor and put on our dual fuel program. 
Call MLEC at 218-429-0432 or 888-433-4279!

Air Source Heat Pump Regular Rebate
SEER 14.5
SEER 15
SEER 16

$480
$580
$630

Promo Rebate
$960

$1,160
$1,260

BUY IT TODAY - 
HAVE IT TODAY!

Special 
Purchase!

GET 0% 
FINANCING 

FOR

12 MONTHS!

Delivery, Full Set-Up & Removal Available

Twin ....... $899
Full......... $999
Queen .. $1199
King ..... $1499
*Mattress Only

Scott Living Ultra Plush 
EuroTop

$1199 Queen 
Size

Ortho VI Euro Top Comfort Care Super 
Plush or Firm

$499 Queen 
Size $599Queen 

Size $799Queen 
Size

Twin ....... $399
Full......... $449
Queen .... $499
King ....... $699
*Mattress Only

Twin ....... $499
Full......... $549
Queen .... $599
King ....... $799
*Mattress Only

Twin ....... $549
Full......... $749
Queen .... $799
King ..... $1199
*Mattress Only

Ortho V Firm or Plush

BEST

SELECTION!
VALUES &

QUEEN SIZE - MATTRESS ONLY

$299
ORTHO EUROTOP

371 Furniture & Mattress
16413 State Hwy 371 • Brainerd, MN 56401

218-828-3020 • 371Furniture.com
Hours: Monday - Saturday 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM & Sunday 11:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Present This 
Coupon For A 
FREE Top-Quality 
Stainless Steel Koozie

While Supply Lasts.

NO INTEREST FOR 12 MONTHS!
371 Furniture & Mattress

16413 State Hwy 371 • Brainerd, MN 56401
218-828-3020 • 371Furniture.com

Hours: Monday - Saturday 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM & Sunday 11:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Recliners
Starting at

$297

Bunk Beds
Starting at

$297

Large Variety 

of Dining Sets!

Love Seats
Starting at:

$367

Sofas 
Starting at:

$397 TV Stands
Starting at

$297

Queen Bed ........... $797
Nightstand ............ $397
Dresser & Mirror ... $997
Chest .................... $797

Futons 
Starting at

$697

Sofa Sleepers 
Starting at

$997
Sofa Sectionals

Starting at

$997

Reclining 
Love Seats 
Starting at

$567

Reclining Sofas
Starting at

$597

Items Shown 
May Differ in Prices

SALE EXTENDED!

redrawing of boundaries led 
some students away to other 
schools in the district. There 
are about 62 staff. Class sizes 
are 21-26 students. 

As much as possible, the 
grades are grouped together. 
Highlights of the remodel 
include an expanded kitchen 
and getting rid of the stage 
in the old gym, a multi-use 
space, music room, STEAM 
science lab, better special ed 

spaces and bright classrooms. 
The playground has gradually 
improved as well, with two 
play spaces on the south and 
open spaces on the east.

Compare that to the 60s, 
when there was still a house 
on the southwest corner of 
the block. The playground 
was huge, wrapping around 
the school and the paved area 
included a swingset, teeter 

By ANN SCHWARTZ
Principal Jodi Kennedy 

of Garfield Elementary in 
Brainerd loves her job and it 
shows. She enthusiastically 
led the NewsHopper on a 
tour of additional and remod-
eled spaces at the Northeast 
school.

The Garfield renovation 
and remodel was one of nu-
merous schools in the Brain-
erd School District that were 
improved from the results of 

a 2018 voter referendum. 
This spring, the community 
celebrated moving into many 
of these new or spruced-up 
spaces.

Attending Garfield in 
the 60s and 70s, it was an 
L-shaped structure anchored 
by the kindergarten room 
to the northeast and a gym 
with a stage and a galley 
lunchroom. Everything was 
done in the gym: gym class, 
eating, playing, watching 

movies, hold-
ing programs… 
The small kitch-
e n  s u f f i c e d 
for years with 
barely enough 
room for the 
lunch line to go 
through.

Garfield was 
built in 1955 
and has since 
had an addition 
to the north – 
a 25-foot piece 
that included a 
second gym.

The $11.8 million proj-
ect is just now completed 
and includes some minor 
building additions as well as 
refurbishing.

“We got all new paint, 
hallway tile, carpeting and 
new blue lockers,” enthused 
Kennedy. The school has 
settled at about 325 students 
in grades k-4 with three sec-
tions in each grade. A recent 

Garfield Elementary project finished from referendum funds

Continued on Page 6

Principal Jodi Kennedy in the old gym that has finally lost its 
stage.		  Ann Schwartz photos

 PROPANE AVAILABLE 
including for 
Motor Homes

UNCLAIMED 
FREIGHT NORTH

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 9-5 • Hwy. 210 West, Aitkin • 218-927-6446

ALL SIZES 
NOW ON 

SALE

HUGE SELECTION OF FURNITURE!

TOOLS • GIFTS • HOUSEHOLD • LIVING ROOM • BEDROOM • DINING

Car Ports and Steel Buildings 
Starting at $2,165 for a 

12'x20'x6'

JUST IN!

Lift Chairs
 STARTING AT

$64998

Sectional
$99998

hickory & 
white cedar 
Dining sets

on sale
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Continued on Page 3

LEGAL NOTICES

Tell ‘em you 
saw it  in the 

NewsHopper
Deadlines are 

Mondays at Noon
Send Your Legal  

Notices and Ads to 
hopper@

crosbyironton.net

CASH 4  JUNK CARS
AND MACHINERY
Call 218-839-3371

Michael Bednarczyk, owner  mikeb_56441@yahoo.com

Restoration 

Sandblasting

24 Hour Towing

Ironton, MN

Get on the list for Summer Mowing and Yard Maintenance

Tim Turner  218-866-2349

Full Service Lawn Care 
Lawn Mowing/Trimming • Debris Removal 

Tree Trimming • RipRap and Shoreline Repair 

Turner & Son 

Reasonable • Experienced • Reliable 

Serving the Lakes Area

We Do Rock Work, 
Rip Rap and

Fire Pits 

Spring 
Clean 

Up
 Time!

Call for 
a FREE 
Quote!

For Delivery or Pickup
1-888-450-3460

Washed Sand • Washed Rock
Class 5 Gravel • Fill Sand

Crushed Concrete • Granite Accepted

AGGREGATE:

 JANZEN AUCTIONEERS

BOB, JEREMY & ASSOCIATES • Aitkin
86 Years  of Quality and Professionalism

 218-927-4488 or 218-851-0879 cell • jerjanzen77@gmail.com
Please visit our websites: www.janzenauctions.com 

or www.midwestauctions.com/janzen
for full auction line up, photos and directions
Like us on Facebook @ Janzen Auctioneers

VEHICLES: 2016 Volkswagen Passat TSI 4 door, leather interior w/27,000 miles beautiful 
car (has minor hail damage), 2008 Volkswagen Passat wagon, 2.0T, automatic, leather 
interior, sun roof w/136,000 miles (very clean), 1998 Ford Ranger XLT extended cab 
2WD, 5 speed manual, matching topper w/40,654 miles (great runner) GOLF CART: 
Melex gas golf cart, good condition LAWN & GARDEN: John Deere 2540M zero turn 
w/78 hrs., great condition, Ingersoll model 4120 garden tractor w/mower deck, tiller & 
snow blower attachment & hydraulics ser. 14173177, 5x8 lawn trailer, Craftsman 22 ft. 
snow blower w/electric start, Stihl MS 170 chainsaw, Lawn Sweep trailer style, (2) Gas 
powered hand weed/ brush trimmers, Pull behind lawn roller, Pull behind lawn sprayer & 
fertilizer spreader, Lawn thatcher pull style, Wheel barrow, Cast iron bird bath, Charbroil 
grill w/tank, T posts, Shepherd hooks, Scoot & Do garden cart BOATING RELATED: 
1978 Alumacraft 14 ft. aluminum boat, 1990 Old Town Canoe 17 ft., Aluminum boat lift on 
wheels, Evinrude 6 HP OB, (2) Electric trolling motors, Boat oars and paddles GARAGE 
TOOLS & RELATED: Electric cement mixer on stand, Broad Ax and other long handled 
hand tools, Werner aluminum step & extension ladders, Bostitch air compressor w/ hose, 
Large quantity carpenters & mechanics hand tools, Large quantity of hardware related & 
organizers, Hi lift jack like new, Older Dewalt radial arm saw, Car ramps, Electrical cords, 
Various gas cans, Shop Vac w/attachments, Numerous tarps ITEMS OF INTEREST: (2) 
Sets of Snowshoes, Large quantity of landscaping blocks, Large variety of lumber pieces, 
Appliance dolly with straps, Men’s & Women’s bicycles (two collectible schwinn), Metal 
double runner sled, Collectible butter churn & coffee grinder, Collectible small brass blow 
torch & smaller oil can, Antique under water viewer, Various two drawer filing cabinets, 
Modern & wooden golf clubs w/ bags, Various Harper’s magazine books, Numerous re-
cords of different sizes HOUSEHOLD FURNISHINGS & RELATED: Golden Technologies 
lift chair like new model PR514-MLA-DST-UCB, Nice Oak style kitchen table & 6 chairs, 
Upholstered love seat very nice, Nightstands & other end tables, Matching blonde chest 
of drawers & dresser w/mirror & other dressers, (2) King size beds, Large Cedar chest, 
Kitchen aid mixer, Sewing machine in cabinet, Collection of world book encyclopedias, 
Knick Knacks, Normal kitchenware’s & related, Enamel pans  

DEERWOOD/GARRISON AREA
Saturday,  June 11 • 10:00 a.m. 

13997 Maghan Road, Deerwood, MN
(Watch for signs) 

Plus much more! Be certain to attend and bring a friend. 
Thank you in advance,  Janzen Auctioneers

BEVERLY 
GRAY, 

OWNER 

CROW WING COUNTY LANDFILL
Summer hours begin April 1st

Open Monday - Saturday 8 am to 5 pm

To schedule an appointment or 
for questions

please call 218-824-1010.

The landfill is open only to residents of Crow 
Wing County for recycling and disposal needs. 

• Household Garbage
• Fiberglass boats
• Mattresses
• Furniture
• Mobile Homes
• Free recycling of lead-acid car/

marine batteries - NOT to be 
disposed of in the landfill

• Free compost of lawn and garden 
material (please separate brush 
and branches)

• A small fee for recycling of used oil 
filters and anti-freeze.

• Free oil recycling at the landfill and 

the County. Visit our webpage for 
 

www.crowwing.us and search “oil.”
• Demolition materials may be 

disposed in the demolition landfill 
for a fee

• Large appliances, electronics, tires 
with or without rims, and scrap 
metals can be disposed at the site 
for a nominal fee for recycling.

The Following Items are Accepted

AD COPY    SEE INSERTION ORDER FOR YOUR SCHEDULE
INSTRUCTIONS  
   
CODE:    Put the code (see insertion order) in very small type-Size 6- near bottom of ad
CONSULTANT NAMES:  See insertion order for which name(s) to add under “sales consultant”
 

NOTE:  if there is NOT a name listed on insertion order, please put this instead:   
Call for your local Northland Sales Consultant 

(and remove the line “Local Sales Consultant or Local Sales Rep” that’s already on the ad)  

2col x 2”   (3.792 wide)

This is smaller width - 3.48” use if it fits better 
for your 2 col size:

If no names listed 
on insertion order:
Remove “local sales 
rep” and replace with:

If no names listed 
on insertion order:
Remove “local sales 
rep” and replace with:

Mike Hyland,
Northwest Region 32

(Published in NewsHopper
 Sat., June 4, 2022)

 AITKIN COUNTY 
ENVIRONMENTAL 

SERVICES PLANNING 
& ZONING NOTICE OF 

HEARING
The Aitkin County Plan-

ning Commission will hold a 
public hearing on the adop-
tion of amendments to the 
Aitkin County Solid Waste 
Ordinance allowing for local 
law enforcement, Health and 
Human Services, and Environ-
mental Services Staff to pull 
garbage for inspection and 
public safety concerns. The 
hearing will be conducted on 
June 20, 2022, at 4:00 p.m. in 
the Aitkin County Board Room 
at the Government Center. 
The Planning Commission will 
make a recommendation on 
the proposed ordinance and 
ordinance amendments to the 
County Board of Commission-
ers for final review at a regu-
larly scheduled board meeting 
on or after June 28, 2022.

A summary of the sections 

of the Aitkin County Solid 
Waste Ordinance proposed for 
amendment are: Section 1.0 
(License Required) and add 
any law enforcement, health 
and human services, and en-
vironmental services.

The above is only a sum-
mary; a full text version is 
available for public review at 
the Aitkin County Planning 
and Zoning Office and the Ait-
kin County Auditor’s Office in 
the Aitkin County Courthouse 
during regular business hours. 
A copy of the proposed ordi-
nance amendments can also 
be viewed in its entirety on the 
Aitkin County website at www.
co.aitkin.mn.us. Comments 
can be submitted in writing to 
the Aitkin County Planning and 
Zoning Office: 307 2nd St NW, 
Rm 219, Aitkin, MN 56431, by 
facsimile (218) 927-4372, or 
by e-mail to aitkinpz@co.ait-
kin.mn.us before 4:00 p.m. on 
June 17, 2022. Please include 
a full name and complete mail-
ing address with all correspon-
dences.

8.78

(Published in NewsHopper
 Sat., June 4, 2022)

 CITY OF TROMMALD
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 

HEARING
TO WHOM IT MAY CON-

CERN:  Notice is hereby given 
that the Trommald Planning 
Commission will convene 
for their regularly scheduled 
meeting on Wednesday, June 
29th, 2022, at 6:00 p.m. at City 
Hall to conduct the following 
public hearing:  

Conditional Use Permit 
application CU01-22 to allow 
the construction of a guest 
cottage in the Rural Residen-
tial, Shoreland zoning district. 
The property is located at 
18545 County Road 34 and 
described as approximately 
thirteen & one-third acres con-
sisting of the western 440 ft of 
Government Lot 2. Section 4, 
Township 46, Range 29. PIN 
33040533. Applicant/owner: 
Erika Hagberg

All interested persons are 
invited to attend these hear-
ings and be heard or send 

written comments via email 
to amanda.peterson@source-
well-mn.gov . A staff report is 
made available typically one 
week before the scheduled 
meeting.

Dated this 26th day of  
May, 2022

Amanda Peterson, 
Community Development 

Administrator
City of Trommald

6.15

attendees and their friends 
and families are invited to 
attend. Enjoy the Hors d’ 
oeuvre Buffet, catch up with 
old friends, watch a history 
video that includes many 
people from the church’s long 
history. The silent auction will 
still be available with items 
from many local businesses.

• Sunday, June 26th, 10:00 
a.m. — “Celebratory Service 
of Live Music” on the church 
lawn featuring local musi-
cians. Root Beer Floats will 
be the summer time treat and 
attendees will have one more 
chance to bid on the silent 
auction. 

• Tuesday, July 19, 5:00 
- 7:00 p.m. — “Party and 
Picnic in the Park”.  First 
Congregational is  inviting the 
surrounding churches, neigh-
borhood, and all interested to 

join us for free food, games, 
other fun activities, and a few 
surprises!

• Sunday, August 14, 10:00 
a.m. — “Rooted in Faith; 
Growing in Love” is the 
culminating service of the 
church’s 150th Anniversary 
Celebration. The service will 
be filled with special music, 
feature a Mayoral Proclama-
tion, and will be followed by 
a dessert buffet. The entire 
community is invited!

First Congregational Unit-
ed Church of Christ is one of 
Brainerd’s first churches. The 
land on which it still stands 
was granted in a transfer of 
ownership in 1872 by the 
Lake Superior and Puget 

First Congregational United 
Church of Christ in Brainerd 
is excited to announce their 
150th Anniversary “Summer 
of Celebration” with several 
special events. The entire 
Brainerd community is in-
vited to join the celebration 
at one or all of these events.

• Sunday, June 19, 3:00 
p.m. — “Pipe Organ Concert 
and Stories in Stained Glass”.  
This event will feature organ-
ists Laura Raedeke and Grace 
Forbord. A presentation about 
the church’s historic sanctu-
ary and stained-glass win-
dows and an extensive silent 
auction are also part of the 
afternoon’s events. Arrive 
early for a self-guided tour.

• Saturday, June 25th 5:00 
- 8:00 p.m. “All Church Re-
union”. All First Congrega-
tional current and former 

First Congregational Church Celebrating 150 Years in Brainerd

First Congregational United Church of Christ is one of Brain-
erd’s first churches. It was dedicated on January 22, 1873 
and destroyed by fire on January 7, 1881.

Located across the street from Gregory Park, the current 
building was dedicated on September 30, 1883.

Sound Company to J Gregory 
Smith “as Trustee for the Con-
gregational Church and Soci-
ety in Brainerd, Minnesota.”

Smith, a Congregational-
ist, was a trustee of the new 
church and not only donat-
ed the funds for the church 
building but was involved 
with the design and con-
struction. An organ and pews 
were donated by Congre-
gationalists in Vermont. The 
local congregation supplied 
the bell. The Church was of-
ficially organized on August 
13, 1872, with 18 members. 
The cornerstone was laid on 
August 14, 1872, and dedi-
cated on January 22, 1873.  
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Hoppers Helper’s Service Directory
Shoe Repair  

Harting Shoe Repair 509 Washington Street, Brainerd. 
Drop Stations: Crystal Cleaner Crosby 218-829-
2496 tfn

Upholstery  
D R U K  U P H O L S T E R Y •  2 1 8 . 7 6 3 . 3 2 4 2 
Family owned 50+ years. NOW servicing the 
BRAINERD LAKES AREA! Residential and commercial 
upholstering. Free estimates. Free pick up and delivery. 
http:// www.drukupholstery.com  w41

Contractors  
R a d t k e  R e m o d e l i n g  &  C o n s t r u c t i o n  
Custom Built Homes • Remodeling • Garages 
N e w  A d d i t i o n s  •  P o l e  B u i l d i n g s  • 
G e n e r a l  C o n t r a c t i n g  •  I n s u l a t i o n 
D e a n  R a d t k e ,  A i t k i n .  L i c .  # 2 0 1 0 8 7 5 8 
www.radtkeremode l ingconst ruc t ion .com   
218-678-3403• 218-839-6103 2018w39

     Heating & Air Conditioning  
Ken’s  Heat ing  & Mobi le  Home Supply  
LP & Natura l  Gas  •  Nat iona l ly  Cer t i f ied 
Service Technician  –  over 30 Years Experience 
Residential & Commercial  •  Mobile Home 
Heating and Air Conditioning • RV’s/Supplies 
218-821-6720  •  Aitkin • kensheatingllc.com  w47 2020

Appliance Sales & Service
Jim Blakesley Appliance Service & Repair 
218-927-2027 • 1-888-450-8845 • Aitkin 
Washers, Dryers, Stoves, Refrigerators, Air  
Condit ions, Sept ic Protectors, and MORE. 
Authorized Platinum Star Service. tfn

Computers  
C a l l  B i l l y  “ M a c ”  ( B i l l y  H o f f s ) 
218-851-9990 or email bhoffs@mac.com  
All things Mac, from purchasing new or used, to teaching, 
to repairs “Friendly & Honest” I make house calls tfn

Insurance

 
4 locations to serve you 
Aitkin 218-927-3712 • Moose Lake 218-485-8735 
• Isle 320-676-3795 • Grand Marias 218-387-1540 

Pet Care Service
Dogpatch • 218-927-4353 Expert Pet Grooming & 
Boarding Services. West of Aitkin on Cedar Brook Rd.  SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES 

5 lines for $15.00 per week
4 lines for $12.00 per week
3 lines for $9.00 per week

Hoppers Helper’s Service Directory

 Got an interesting photo and story to share? Just send 
it to hopper@crosbyironton.net, along with your name, 
city and a description of the photo. We also accept 
news and community events. And who knows, you may 
see your submission next week in the NewsHopper!

Send Us Your Photos! 

Send Your Photos, News and Community Events to hopper@crosbyironton.net 

COMMUNITY EVENTS
June
4th - Pequot Lakes Cherry Car Show and Craft Fair, 9am- 4pm, Trailside Park, corner of Hwy. 371 and Co. 

Rd. 11, Registration 7 am with $10 fee. For more info call 218-821-2496. 
6th - The Friends of the Brainerd Public Library  Brown Bag Lunch Summer Author Series is back in person 

in the large meeting room of the Brainerd Public Library on Mondays in June and July at noon.
8th - Free Health Care Fraud, Waste & Abuse Prevention Online Class choose between10am - 11:30 am 

session or  2:00 - 3:30 p.m. Attendees will learn how to detect and report potential errors, fraud and 
abuse; review potential fraud and scams targeting older adults, how to read their Medicare Summary 
Notice, learn tips to help protect their Medicare beneficiary number, and how to protect-detect-report 
Medicare scams and fraud.  It is offered online using the easy-to-use Microsoft Teams meeting platform. 
To register go to: www.arrowheadaging.org/classes-workshops-trainings or call the Senior LinkAge 
Line at 800-333-2433. We are committed to accessibility. If you have an accommodation request that 
will allow you to participate in the class more fully, please contact Lynelle at lhanson@ardc.org by June 
3, 2022.  

8th - Crosslake Ideal Lions will meet 6pm at Crosslake Center Picnic Pavilion with social hour at 5:30. 
Interested persons are invited to attend and enjoy potluck.

9th - Plant Sale, starting at noon, at the Northland Arboretum.
9th - Music in the Park at Crosby Memorial Park on Serpent Lake, 5 pm. Admission is free.
18th - Hog Roast Fun Day Fundraiser 10am Beer Garden, 11am – 2pm Bake Sale and Sloppy Joes, af-

ternoon live music by Mike and Jan Cherry, with other activities being planned including a fundraising 
raffle with over $4,000 in fabulous prizes. Raffle tickets are available now from all Legion Members and 
at the Deerwood Legion.  Tickets are also available for a 50/50 Cash Drawing in advance and the day 
of the event.  Pork Sandwich and all fixings for $10 per plate will be served from 4pm – 7pm.  Raffle and 
drawings will be held at 8:30pm. Live music Saturday evening by Yester daze Gone from 7pm – 11pm. 
The American Legion Auxiliary, Sons of the American Legion and American Legion Post #557 will host 
this event at the Walter Scott Erickson Legion, on Forest Road in Deerwood. For more information call 
the Legion at 218 534-3215

19th - First Congregational United Church of Christ in Brainerd 150th Anniversary Summer of Celebration 
Pipe Organ Concert and Stories in Stained Glassat , 3pm  featuring organists Laura Raedeke and 
Grace Forbord. A presentation about the church’s historic sanctuary and stained-glass windows and 
an extensive silent auction are also part of the afternoon’s events. Arrive early for a self-guided tour. 

22nd - Suicide Prevention and Awareness presentation and discussion at the at the Aitkin Public Library 
(110-1st Ave NE, Aitkin, MN) Learn about suicide, warning signs, how to support someone in your life 
with thoughts of suicide, and local resources. There will also be discussion on what WE can do as a 
community to support mental health. Contact Arlene Selander with any questions 218-820-2813 or 
selandercoachingandconsulting@gmail.com. MakeItOk.com RSVP is not required 

23rd - Music in the Park at Crosby Memorial Park on Serpent Lake, 5 pm. Admission is free.
25th - Dawson Strong Motorcycle Ride. Depart from the Moose Lodge in Aitkin at 11am. Cost is $30 which 

includes a pulled pork meal. Registration begins at 9 am.
25th -  Annual Fifty Lakes Day Celebration beginning at 10 am until 11 pm in Fifty Lakes. The day includes 

live music, food booths, Fifty Lakes Fire Department pork roast, mega meat raffle, prize raffle, bingo, 
crafters/vendors, beer gardens, Nifty the Bear, corn hole tournament, and fireworks at dusk!

25th - Crosslake Ideal Lions Music in the Park Town Square (35770 Allen Avenue) 6-8pm. Faith Boblett 
a Minneapolis based singer-songwriter with roots in northern Minnesota. Bring your lawn chairs and 
blankets and find your spot in the sun or shade! 

RILEY’S NAPA 
AUTO SUPPLY

AITKIN • 218-927-2153

 LARGEST 
SELECTION 
of hydraulic hose & fittings

up thru 2” 4 wire 

MINNESOTA’S

rileyautosupply.com

ONE OF

Appliance Service & Repair
Aitkin

218-927-2027
1-888-450-8845

For more information call

Frigidaire
White-Westinghouse

Gibson
Kelvinator

Tappan 
Electrolux

Asko

  

Maytag
KitchenAid 

Amana
Jenn-Air

Roper
Whirlpool
Crosley

Amana Commercial Products
Frigidaire Commercial Products 
Kelvinator Commercial Products
Electrolux Commercial Products

Authorized
Platinum

Star Service
Serving All Makes • Over 35 Years Experience

jlblak@embarqmail.com

First Congregational Church Celebrating 150 Years | Continued from Page 2

The wooden structure was 
destroyed by fire on January 
7, 1881, and was rebuilt 
with the funding coming 
once again from J. Gregory 
Smith. The current building 
was dedicated on September 
30th, 1883. From that date, 
First Congregational United 
Church of Christ has been 
home to the oldest sanc-
tuary in continuous use in 

the entire Brainerd area and 
remains a vibrant part of the 
Brainerd community. 

Gregory Park, directly 
across the street from the 
church, is named for the 
church’s founder, J. Gregory 
Smith, and he City of Brainerd 
is named for his wife’s maid-
en name.  

During the long history of 
the church, its congregations 

have been dedicated to help-
ing the community beyond 
its doors with a message of 
service to others and one of 
inclusion and acceptance 
of all. 

The church warmly in-
vites the entire Brainerd area 
community to celebrate their 
long history by attending one 
of their 150th Anniversary 
events.

We are informed that the con-
tract has already been let for 
the new Congregational church 
here and is to be located on the 
opposite corner from the public 
park—southwest. The church for 
this organization is to be built by 
Gov. J. Gregory Smith out of his 
own private funds, and he will 
also supply it with an organ, by 
contributions in the east. The con-
gregation here are only required 
to seat and furnish the building 
and buy the bell. This is certainly 
very liberal on the part of that 

big hearted, and Christian hearted 
gentleman, Gov. Smith, and one 
that will be fully appreciated by our 
good citizens. There has been a new 
minister assigned to the Congrega-
tional charge here, who will at once 
become the resident minister. The 
Rev. Samuel Ingham is the gentle-
man, from Glenwood Mo.

The Baptist and Methodist 
denominations are also active in 
matters looking to the immediate 
construction of church buildings 
here, but we are not fully advised 
as to how far along their respective 

church enterprises have got as 
yet, but feel sure from what we 
do know that the snows of the 
next winter will find Brainerd 
blessed with five shapely and 
commodious church edifices, 
wherein regular services will be 
held. So much in this line for the 
gem city of the pines, yet less 
than two years old.

 
NOTE: The other two churches 

were the Catholic church at S. 
5th  and Laurel and St. Paul’s 
Episcopal
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By ROSS BRINK,  
Minnesota Green 
Corps Member at 

Crow Wing SWCD 
Many of us in Central Min-

nesota are proud of our prop-
erties. Whether we’re gar-
deners, farmers, or lakeshore 
owners, our land sustains us 
as we watch our living hand-
iwork grow. But our land also 
plays another role: it’s a place 
for birds, small mammals, 
and reptiles to live and grow. 
As the human population 
increases there becomes 
less room for wildlife, which 
makes our 
living land-
scapes more 
important to 
preserving 
and sustain-
ing Minnesotan organismal 
diversity.

Living things rely on plants, 
either directly or indirectly, 
for food. Plants are the pri-
mary producers in the food 
web—the source of all en-

ergy—the first trophic level. 
Animals, including insects, 
are the consumers in the 
food web. Animals get their 
energy by eating the produc-
ers (plants) or other animals. 
The problem is most insects 
are extremely specialized; 
they’re able to feed on just a 
couple native plants. And not 
all native plants are equally 
adapted to feeding insects. 
Oak trees and black cherry 
trees, for example, host more 
than 400 of species of insects 
through the year.

Now when a yard is full of 
non-native plants (like our 
manicured lawns) insects 
simply don’t recognize those 
non-native plants as food. 
Minnesota’s isects (generally) 
evolved to eat only a few 
types of plants, and it takes 
them thousands of years to 
adapt to a new food source. 
These insects are, in turn, 
a major source of food for 
Minnesota’s birds and other 
wildlife.

In fact, 96 percent of song-
birds raise their young by 
stuffing them full of high-pro-
tein insects and spiders, so 
most yards, even with plenty 
of bird feeders, offer little to 
sustain birds. Even though 
seeds are a nutritious winter 

staple, insects are best for 
feeding growing fledglings. 
A single pair of chickadees 
must find 6,000 to 9,000 
caterpillars to raise one clutch 
of young, so properties filled 
with non-native plants don’t 
have the insect population to 
sustain as many birds, and it’s 
not just birds that rely on na-
tive insects. Frogs, bats, foxes, 
bears, and snakes all rely on 
insects, even if they don’t 
consume insects themselves. 

For more information reach 
out to the Crow Wing Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
at info@cwswcd.org or call 
218-828-6197

Insects play big role in food web
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Sorensen-Root-Thompson
Funeral Home & Cremation Services 

Aitkin, MN
218-927-2614

Traditional Funerals • Cremation Services
Celebration of Life • Pre-Planning Services  

Jason Brezinsky 

McGregor Funeral Home
& Cremation Services

McGregor, MN
218-768-3136

Directors: www.srtfuneral.comJerry Thompson • Tad Brezinsky

Locally Owned  & Operated

To become a sponsor of the church 
directory contact Eric at 218-821-1393 or 

hopper@crosbyironton.net 
218-927-2027

 Toll free: 1-888-450-8845

Appliance Service & Repair

Call

www.NewsHopper.net

hopper@crosbyironton.net

CHURCH DIRECTORY
* Indicates handicap accessible.  NOTE: All times are Sunday morning (a.m.) unless indicated otherwise. 

ALLIANCE 
Aitkin* — New Life; Larry Burg & John Baker, pastors; Wor-

ship in the church building 10:15 am & 6:30 pm, check the 
website for the time of service NewLifeAitkin.com; youth 
group for 7th-12th graders Wed 6:15 pm; 112 - 1st Ave. 
SW 218-927-2823.

Baxter* — Pointway Alliance Church; Rev. Charles Bol-
stridge, 218-537-6505; 7756 Highland Scenic Road;  
Worship 10; www.pointway.org 

Garrison* — Pastor Michael H. Palkie; Worship 9; SS 10:30.   
Onamia — Vineland Native American Chapel, Hwy. 169 

north of casino;Worship 11; Pastor Boeringa 320-532-4449   

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Aitkin —  Interim Pastor Mark Boone; Sunday Morning 

Service 10.
Baxter — Heritage Church, Pastor Heath Beard; 9 & 10:45 

Sundays, 6:30p Wednesdays, iamheritage.org 
Crosby — Pastor Dustin McCaleb; Worship 10:30
Crosslake — Crossroads Christian, Rev. Gary Espeseth; SS 

at 9:30, Worship at 10:45
Hill City — Interim Pastor John Koppel, Staff Pastor Lisa 

Jordan; Worship 10; hillcityagchurch@gmail.com; 218-
697-2662 

Palisade — Pastor Charlie Bell; SS 9; Worship 10; Kids 
Church; Small groups during the week 218-845-2726

BAPTIST 
Aitkin - The Journey North, Pastor Lynfield Hines, 218-824-

5617, Worship 10:30, thejourneynorth.com
Baxter - The Journey North, Pastor Lynfield Hines, 218-

824-5617, Worship Saturday 5, Sunday 9 & 10:30, the-
journeynorth.com 

Brainerd* - Faith Baptist Church, Pastor Jim Stephens, 
218-829-3191; SS 9:00, Worship 10:30 and 6 p.m., Wed. 
Classes and Clubs 6:30 p.m.; fbcbrainerd.com 

Brainerd- The Church On The Wise Road, Pastor Todd 
Stumbo 218-829-4673, Worship 11:00, SS 9:45 
www.thechurchonthewiseroad.org

Breezy Point — Eagles Nest, Pastor Zach Broom 218-562-
5252, Worship 10:30, SS 9:30.

Crosby — Bible Baptist, Pastor G. Fisher; SS 9:45; Service 
10:45 and 6 p.m., Bible Study and Our Kids for Christ 
Wed. 7 pm 

Deerwood* — Pastor W. Skog; SS 9:30; Worship 10:30 and 
6 pm; Wed. Service, 6:30 pm.

Glory* —  Pastor Chris Meirose; 927-3678; SS 9:15; Worship 
10:30 am.; Wed 6pm Glory Family night, KidMin grades 
kindergarten - 6, Mad4Christ grades 7-12. aitkinchurch.com

Hill City — Pastor Lonnie Lee; 218-697-2645; Adult SS 9; 
Worship 10 am; Bible Study, Fri., 7 pm.

Isle — Pastor Nick Skogen; 676-3171; SS 9:30; Service 
10:30; Bible Study, Wed., 7 p.m.

Opstead — 676-8859; SS 9:30; Worship, 10:30; Bible Study 
Wed., 7 p.m.

CATHOLIC
Aitkin* — St. James, Fr. David Forsman, 218-927-6581; 

Mass Sat. 5 pm, Sun. 10.  Confession Sat. 10-10:45 am 
and 4-4:45 pm.

Brainerd — St. Andrew’s, Fr. Gabriel Waweru, Sat.4:30; Sun. 
10:00 and St. Mathias Sunday 8:00.

Brainerd — St. Francis, Fr. Michael Garry, Sat. 5:00; Sun-
day 7:30, 9:00, 11:15 and All Saints Saturday 4:00 and 
Sunday 10:30.

Cromwell/Wright — Immaculate Conception, Mass: Sat. 
5 p.m.

Crosby* — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass: M, Th and F 
at 8:00 am; Tues at Noon, Sun. 8:30 & 10:30.

Crosslake — Immaculate Heart, 218-692-3731; www.
ihmstemilys.org; Mass: Sat. 4 pm; Sun. 8:30; Confession 
Sat. 3 pm.

Emily — St. Emily, Mass: Mon. & Wed. 8; Sun. 10:30; Con-
fession 1st Sat. 11  or by appt. 218-763-2101.

Garrison  — Our Lady of Fatima, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass Wed. 
9 & Sat. 4 pm, Confession Sat. 3:30 - 3:50 pm

Grand Rapids — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Jerry Weiss, Mass: Sat. 5 
pm; Sun. 8 & 10:30. 218-326-2483

Hillman — Holy Family;  Sun. 10 to Mass Sat. 6:30 pm (only 
through Labor Day)  w/ confession before or by appt.

McGregor – Holy Family, Fr. David Forsman, 218-927-6581; 
Mass Sun. 8 am.  Confession 7:15-7:45 am.

Vineland  — St. Therese, Mass Sun. 11; Holy Days 8:30. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Baxter, Lakes Area — Nondenominational; 7001 Highland 

Scenic Road; Bible Study every Wed. 7 pm; Worship 
10:30-11:30. 218-828-1362

Tamarack — Pastor Terry Banker, 608-475-1528, Worship 
9:30; SS 10:45; Wed Youth 4 pm.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF 
LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Aitkin — Co. Rd. 12, Chapel Ph. 218-927-4454; Kevin Haffner 

218-792-5684; Sacrament Mtg. 10 
COMMUNITY
Aitkin — Nondenominational; 927-2749; at 219-1st Ave. NE., 

Aitkin, Services Sun.10, 218-927-6959 
Brainerd - Community of Hope Church of the Nazarene- 

Pastor Dave McGaffey Sunday worship at 10:45, SS 9:30 
-16549 Johnson Rd -church phone 218-829-9005 

Glen — Pastor R. F. Stauter, 218-838-1981; Worship 9  
May-Oct.

Grand Rapids — Solid Rock Church of God, Pastor Robert 
Kimberling; 218-326-0711; Sun. BS 9:30, Worship 10:30; 
Wed. BS 6:30 pm

Jacobson — Jacobson Community Church, Pastor George 
Collins, 218-252-5938, Sun. SS (All ages) 9:30, Worship 
10:30; Family Time 2nd & 4th Sundays;  Wed. BS 7 pm

Kimberly — Nature Ave. Rev. Rick Perry; Worship 9; Adult 
Bible Study & Sunday School 10:30; 218-927-6256.

McGregor — Amazing Grace Christian Church; Worship 10; 
99 South 1st Street (at the McGregor United Methodist                                                                                                       
church [shared] in downtown McGregor) Pastor Joel 
Seibel.

McGregor — Victory Mission, Pastor J. Gould, 218-768-
2160; Sun. 10; Wed. Bible Study, 7:30 pm. 

Merrifield — Community Church of the Nazarene, Pastor 
Ron Christenson; Service 11 & 6 pm.  Wed. Prayer Meet-
ing, 7  p.m.; 218-829-7536.

Merrifield — Ossipee Community, SS 10; Service 11; Wed. 
Bible Study Prayer, 7:00 p.m.

Nisswa — Christ Community Church, Pastor Richie Bean; 
Service 10; Fellowship 9:30-10

Outing* - Narrows Community Church, Pastor Kenny Holm, 
218-792-5530 Worship 9:30; 6297 Woods Bay NE, just 
north of Hwy. 6 bridge

Palisade/Waukenabo Twp.  —  Service 10 a.m.; Adult and 
Children’s SS 9 a.m.; between Esquagama & Round Lake. 
Handicap Accessible.

Tamarack — Church of Christ, 218-768-3898; Service 
9:30; SS 10:45. 

EPISCOPAL
Aitkin — St. John’s, Holy Communion or Morning Prayer 9
Brainerd* — St. Paul’s, Rev. Joyce A. Rush. In-person wor-

ship service at 10 am Sunday. Online at 5 pm Saturday. 
Call the church 219-829-3834 and leave a message with 
email to receive a Zoom invitation.

EVANGELICAL FREE
Baxter — Lakewood EFC, Pastor Matt Nagel; Worship at 

9:00 and 10:45. Wednesday for all ages 6:30 pm. 
Crosslake — Pastor Mark Holmen; Call for Service Times at 

218-692-4141, email thelogchurch@crosslake.net
Isle — Pastor Mark Lee;   Sunday School  9:00 am;  Worship 

10:30 am, Sun. Youth group 6:00 pm, Wed. Adult Prayer 
6:30 pm and Kids Konnect 6:30 pm

Malmo — Pastor Glenn Browning; SS 9:30; Fellowship 10; 
Worship 10:15

Wright — Pastor Ken Mitchell, 218-426-5115; SS 9:30; 
Worship, 10:30; Thu., Bible Study, 7 pm.

HEBREW/MESSIANIC
Glen — Beth Shalom Tabernacle of Truth, Rabi Frank Dell, 

for information 320-684-2804 
LUTHERAN
Aitkin — Bethlehem (ELCA), Rev.  Rebecca Hinz;  Worship  

9:30; Holy Comm. 1st & 3rd Sun each month.
Aitkin –  (ELCA) Pastor Reggie Denton; worship Sun. 8am, 

and 10am  (10am service also available via livestream on 
YouTube – First Lutheran Church, Aitkin and broadcast 
on KKIN 94.3 FM radio), Wed. 5:30pm with supper; Sun. 
school at 9am, take out community meal every Mon. & 
Thurs. 5pm and Tues. 12pm; food shelf 2nd & 4th Thurs. 
each month 9am- 4p  

Aitkin  —  St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor D. Becker;  
Worship Sun. 9, SS 10

Baxter — Christ Lutheran Church and Preschool (WELS).  
Pastor Bill Werth.  Sunday Worship 9.  Sunday School/
Adult Bible Class 10:15.  13815 Cherrywood Dr. in Baxter. 
(Corner of Inglewood and Cherrywood).  218-829-4105. 
www.christbaxter.com. 

Baxter — Prince of Peace (LCMS);  Communion every 
Sunday 9, Fellowship 10:15, Adult Bible Class & Sunday 
School 10:30 am 218-829-7092 www.princeofpeacelu-
theran.church  

Beaver Township — Finnish EA, Hwy. 27, Worship 1st & 
3rd Sun., 10:30.

Brainerd* — Good Shepherd Free Lutheran Church 
(AFLC), Pastor David Franz, find service info at www.
goodshepherdfreelutheran.church, 5878 Pine Beach 
Road, Brainerd, 218-824-3052 

Brainerd - Laestadian Lutheran Church; 1501 So. 8th St. 
-  Sunday Worship Services 10:30 am. (www.llchurch.org)   

Brainerd – Trinity Lutheran Church (ELCA) 1420 South 6th 
Street Brainerd –  Pastor Hans Anderson Worship times 
September through May are 8:15 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.; Summer 
Worship time is 9:00 a.m. Phone: 218-829-5147 Website: 
www.trinitybrainerd.org Email: trinity@trinitybrainerd.org

Brainerd — Truth Lutheran Church (LCMC, Pastor James 
Walth, Corner of 5th and Kingwood, Worship  9  

Cedar Lake, Norwegian Lutheran — Third Sun 11, May - Oct.
Cedarbrook — St. John’s (ELCA); Worship 8:30;  Holy 

Comm. 1st & 3rd Sun.
Crosby — Immanuel (LCMC, NALC) Rev. Paul Mattson;  

Sun. 9 & 10:30 worship; SS (Sept.-May) 10:40.
Crosby —Zion (LC-MS) Pastor Dean Stolz; Worship 8:30; 

SS 10; Bible Study Wed. 7 pm; handicap accessible. 
218-546-6910

Crosslake — (ELCA) www.crosslakelutheran.com • Kristin 
Oltmann, Pastor 218-692-3682, May 22 - Labor Day: Sun. 
Indoor 8:30am at 35960 CR 66, Outdoor 10am, at 14019 
Daggett Pine Rd

Crosslake —Mission of the Cross (LCMS), Pastor Leslie 
Uhrinak; Worship 9:30 with every Sunday Communion, 
Fellowship 10:30, Adult Bible Class 11,   218-692-4228, 
www.missionofthecross.org

Deerwood — Salem (ELCA), Pastor Michael Briggs; Wor-
ship: 9; Sunday School 9:15.

Garrison — Light of the Cross (ELCA), Pastor Juli Sut-
ton-Deem; Worship 9 SS 9; 320-692-4773 or 877-406-9101. 

Garrison — Shepherd of the Lake (LCMS), Rev. Tom Peters-
en.  Worship 10 with Communion Every Sunday. Adult Bible 
Study 8:30am, Sunday School Sept-May, 8:30am. Fellow-
ship 11am.  320-692-4581. www.shepherdofthelake.org.

Giese — Immanuel, Rev. R. Langhorst & Rev. R. Lovaas; 
Worship 9; SS 10; Holy Communion 1st Sun. of month 
8:45.

Hill City — Trinity, (Missouri Synod), Pastor M. Eckert; 
Worship 9; Bible Study 10:15.

Hillman — Immanuel, (ELCA) Sun. Worship 9:30, SS 10. 
Located on the corner of Hwy. 27 and Co. Rd. 47. (Hand-
icap accessible)

Iron Hub —  Immanuel (LC-MS), Pastor Dean Stolz; Worship
10:30 am  218-534-3069
Isle — Faith (ELCA), Interim Pastor Rev. Henry French; 

Worship 9:30; handicapped accessible. 
Isle — Holden (ELCA), SS 9:30; Worship 10:30. 
Isle — Trinity (Missouri Synod), Rev. Mark Maunula; Worship 

8:30; Fellowship follows; SS 9:45; Adult Bible 10.
Jacobson — Carmel, Vicar Mark Wagner; SS 1st & 3rd Sun. 

10, Service 11, fellowship follows.
Lake Shore — Living Savior Lutheran Church, 8327 Inter-

lachen Rd.; Worship 9:00 Sunday mornings, followed by 
fellowship and Bible study.  (Located on Co. Rd. #77 N)

Malmo  — Bethesda (ELCA) Sun. Worship 9 (winter) 8:30 
& 10 (summer); Fellowship after first service; Comm. 1st 
& 3rd Sun.

McGrath — Grace; Wed. potluck 5 pm, Bible study 6 p.m.; 
SS 10; Worship 11.

McGrath  —  Zion (ELCA), Pastor Elliott Malm; Worship 
9; SS 9.

McGregor/Big Sandy Lake — Grace Lutheran Log Church 
(ELCA), Pastor Ericka Foss; Worship 9, Fellowship 
follows, SS 10.

McGregor — Our Savior’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua 
C. Reinke; Worship 9; SS 10; Bible Study Tue. 9, Wed. 7 pm

Outing — Our Saviors ELCA;  Pastor Luke Lekander, 
Worship 9.

Palisade* — Bethel (ELCA), Rev. Wm. J. Sass; Worship 9:30.

Pequot Lakes* - Our Savior’s Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
Rev. Stephen Blenkush Worship 9:00 a.m., SS 9:15 a.m., 
Fellowship 10:15 a.m. Wed. Adult Bible Study 11:00 a.m.   

Rossburg  — Bethesda (ELCA);  Comm. 1st & 3rd Sunday 
each month.

Tamarack (AFLC) —  Pastor Ron Staudinger; 1st, 3rd and 
4th Sundays 10 am; 41163 Kestrel Ave 3.3 mi. South of 
Hwy 210 

Thor — Zion,  Worship 11; 1st and 3rd Sun. April through 
December.

Wright —Bethlehem, Worship; SS 9.
Wright —  St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua 

Reinke; Worship 10:30; Bible Study and Sunday School 
Sun. 9:30;  Lent services Wed. 5:30 pm.\

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Brainerd—Oak Street Chapel, Pastor Todd Wooden, Wor-

ship service is Sunday at 9:30 am, 523 SE 11th Street, 
Brainerd, 218-454-0984

Brainerd—Remnant Ministry Center, Pastor Ben Davis, 
Worship service is Sunday at 10am, 512 S 8th St.,  Suite 
2, 218-829-2989. 

PENTECOSTAL
Baxter — Christ Alive, 12485 Forestview Drive, Baxter, 

MN 56425 
Emily — Cornerstone Church; Pastor Earl Ready; Worship 

10, 41536 Birchwood Drive, Emily; 218-763-2939. 
Ironton — Iron Range Christian Center; Pastor Dwight 

Semler; 218-546-6523; meeting at Irondale Town Hall*, 
Co. Rd. 12, (Deerwood Shortcut); Worship 10 & Wed. 7 pm.

Tamarack — Warriors of the Rainbow Ministry, Pastors Ken 
and Ron Fairbanks, Sat. 11. 218-768-3585

PRESBYTERIAN
Crosslake - Pastor Mark Ford, 218-692-4769; Worship 9:00 

AM; Fellowship 11:00 AM. 14444 Daggett Pine Road, 
Crosslake, just passed the Community Center; www.
crosslakepres.org.

McGrath — Calvary, Pastor - Todd Oltmann; Worship 9.
McGregor/Round Lake — Pastor Talley; Worship Sat. 5 pm.
Tamarack  — First, Rev. J. Yingling; Worship 11. 
REFORMED
Crosby — Lifespring Church,  a member of Fellowship of 

Independent Reformed Evangelicals, 9:30, 30 Hallett Ave 
NE 218-545-5433, www.visitlifespring.com

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
Aitkin – Pastor Roger Hagen; Worship Sat. 9:30 a.m., Bible 

Study 10:30 a.m.; Prayer Mtg. Wed. 5:30 p.m.; www.
aitkinadventist.org; 423-805-0933

Brainerd – Pastor Roger Hagen; Worship Sat. 11:20 a.m., 
Bible Study 10:00 a.m.; Bible Study  & Prayer Mtg. Wed. 
6:30 p.m.; 2910 Oak Street, Brainerd,  218-829-1676

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
Pequot Lakes — 28877 State Hwy 371, Pequot Lakes 10:30 

1st and 4th Sundays.  218-330-3476
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Brainerd — First Congregational UCC, 415 Juniper St, 

Brainerd. Sunday worship at 10.00. Pastor; Leslie Moughty. 
Handicapped accessible.

UNITED METHODIST
Aitkin* — Aitkin - Pastor Dawn Houser; Worship 10 am, 

Wednesdays at 5:30 pm Bible & Brew, Facebook live.  
Crosby/Deerwood* — Cascade, Reverend Dr. Genia Garrett; 

Worship 9:45; fellowship follows.
Cutler — Pine Lake Chapel, Worship 9, fellowship follows. 
Cromwell — Pastor Tim Homstad; Worship 10; SS 9
Emily* — Pastors Luke and Bethany Nelson; Worship 8:30; 

fellowship follows.
Fleming* — (Northern Lights Parish) SS 9:15; Worship 

10:30; fellowship follows.
Hill City — Pastor Roger Lynn; Worship 10 
McGregor* — (Northern Lights Parish) Worship 8:45; 

fellowship follows.
Onamia — Pastor Rick & Judy Wilder; Worship 11; fellowship 

10; 2 blks north of Post Office; handicap ramp; 320-532-
3150; office: 218-546-7656; cell:  218-360-1947

WESLEYAN
Emily — Rev. Jason Gressman; Worship 9; Friendship Time 

10; SS 10:30; Wed. Activities 6:30 p.m.;  218-763-HOPE.

ROBERT COOPER, SR.
Robert D. “Bob” Cooper 

Sr., 91, of Deerwood died on 
Monday, April 4, 2022 at the 
Cuyuna Regional Medical 
Center in Crosby.

Services were held at 11:00 
a.m. Friday, June 3, 2022 at 
Salem Lutheran Church in 
Deerwood. Visitation was 

one hour prior to the service 
at the church. Military honors 
were presented by the Walter 
Scott Erickson American Legion 

Post #557, Deerwood.  Burial will be at Fort 
SnellingNational Cemetery in Minneapolis on 
Tuesday, June 7, 2022 at 2:00 p.m.  In lieu of 
flowers, memorials may be directed to Salem 
Lutheran Church, Salem Building Fund or 
Salem Outreach or Cuyuna Regional Medical 
Center Homecare/Hospice.  

He was born on July 1, 1930 in Crosby to 
William and Ida (Papernfuss) Cooper. Rob-
ert graduated from the Crosby-Ironton High 
School, class of 1950.  After high school he 
joined the U.S. Navy, he spent four years on 
the USS Midway.  On August 17, 1957 he was 
united in marriage with Kay L. Austin in Hager 
City, WI.  They lived in Roseville for 35 years be-

fore returning to Deerwood.  Robert retired from 
Redmond Products Inc. as a Logistic Manager 
in 1992.  He enjoyed fishing, hunting, rosemal-
ing, maple syruping in the spring and spending 
time with family and grandchildren.  Robert was 
a member of Salem Lutheran Church in Deer-
wood, Walter Scott Erickson American Legion 
Post #557, Deerwood and the Sons of Norway, 
Brainerd; a life time member of the Minnesota 
Dark House and Angling Association, Brainerd 
Chapter and the North American Fishing Club; 
a past member of the St. Paul Flytierers Club.

Robert is survived by his wife, Kay; sons: 
Robert Jr. (Erica) Cooper of Elk River and 
William (Laurie) Cooper of Danbury, WI; three 
grandchildren: Robert III (Kelsey) and Lauren 
Cooper of Elk River, William Cooper of Danbury, 
WI; great-grandson, Harrison Cooper; sister, 
Hazel Bruhn of Deerwood; and many nieces 
and nephews.  

Preceding Robert in death are his parents, 
Willis and Ida Cooper Funk; step father, Joe 
Funk; sisters, Helen Bergeman and Nancy 
O’Brien; and brothers, William and Leonard 
Cooper.

 Arrangements were with the Koop Funeral 
Home of Crosby.  To leave a message of con-
dolence go to www.koopfuneralhome.com.

AUDREY BARATTO
 Audrey Mae “Noni” Baratto, 86, longtime res-

ident of Hill City died on Tuesday, May 24, 2022 
at her apartment in Crosslake. 

Celebration of Audrey’s life will be at Dougherty 
Funeral Home of Hibbing at 11 a.m. on Monday, 
June 6, 2022 with Steve Tomberlin officiating. 
Visitation will be from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 
Interment will be in Maple Hill Cemetery of Hib-
bing, followed by food and refreshments at the 
funeral home. 

She was born June 19, 1935 to William and 
Minnie M. (Almquist) Cuthbertson in Hibbing. Af-
ter graduating from High School Audrey married 
Bernard Baratto on October 24, 1953 in Hibbing. 
They eventually moved to Hill City,  where she 
and Ben resided for 58 years. Audrey was an 
Executive Secretary for the Blandin Corporation 
and a proud member of the Hill City city council. 
Audrey loved spending time in the outdoors. She 
and Ben enjoyed most of their days working 
together in their vegetable and flower gardens 
around their property. She also enjoyed travel-
ing, knitting/sewing, reading, canning, playing 
cards, bird watching and spending time by the 
lake. Many will remember the countless hours 

she spent preparing meals for loved ones. What 
made Audrey the happiest was spending time 
with family and friends.

Audrey is survived by her two sons: James 
(DeAnna) Baratto, Breezy Point  and Jerald (Lauri) 
Baratto, Crosslake; five grandchildren: Katie 
(Kendall) Sawyer, Brainerd; Ben (Amy) Baratto, 
Brainerd;  Anna (Tory) George, Wrenshall; Renae 
(Matt) Balmer, Crosslake; and Jeanna Landon, 
Excelsior; great-grandchildren: 12 Adair Saw-
yer, Vincent Baratto, Reagan Baratto, Charlee 
Baratto, Bennett George, Maizy George, Estelle 
George, Sydney Balmer, Wyatt Balmer, Huck 
Balmer, Hudson Landon, and Vaida Landon;  ex-
tended family: Rose (Chuck) Schwankl, Overland 
Park, KS; Eugene (Angela) Baratto, Somerset, 
WI; and Lucia Shoberg, Duluth; along with many 
nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her husband, 
Bernard Baratto in 2016; parents, William and 
Minnie Cuthbertson; granddaughter, Suzanne 
Baratto; siblings: Faye Johnson, Adair McDer-
mott, Gerry Gorman, Lowell Cuthbertson, Curtis 
Cuthbertson, and Gordy Cuthbertson, and broth-
er-in-law Michael Shoberg.

TANYA NADEAU-BOYD
Tanya Nadeau-Boyd, of Onamia, died Wednes-

day, May 25, in Brainerd. 
Visitation was held on Saturday, May 28, at 

Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe Community Center in 
Mille Lacs Reservation in Minnesota. A funeral 

was held on Sunday, May 29, at the community 
center with Nazhike officiating. Interment was in 
Woodland Burial Grounds.

Arrangements by Shelley Funeral Chapel in 
Onamia.

RITA BILLSTROM
 Rita Marie (St. Mane) Bill-

strom, 88, of Baxter, died 
peacefully on Friday, May 
27,2022 in her home sur-
rounded by family.

Services were held at Tim-
berwood Church in Nisswa on 
Thursday, June 2, 2022  In lieu 
of flowers, the family requests 

donations be made to the Christian Radio Station 
in the Brainerd Lakes area or the Ladies Auxiliary 
VFW, organizations Rita felt strongly about.

Rita was born on July 21, 1933 to Charles and 
Mildred St. Mane in Camden Park Minneapolis. 
Rita was raised in Camden Park and graduated 
from Patrick Henry High School. Rita met Eman-
uel (Will) Swan Billstrom on a double date that 
her sister Lee had set up. Emanuel and Rita were 
married February 12, 1955 and went on to adopt 
4 children; Joan, Eric, Heidi and Aaron and were 
blessed to share 59 years of marriage together 

before Emanuel’s passing in 2014.
Rita worked at the post office in Anoka as a 

rural postal carrier for 23 years and was also city 
treasurer of Ham Lake for several years. Once 
Rita retired, she spent her time having coffee with 
friends, collecting dolls, quilting, playing cards, 
and spending time with her family.

She is survived by her siblings: Milly Peterson, 
Joan Wisneski, and Teri (Dave) Tilly; children: 
Joan (Rick) Krantz, Eric Billstrom, Heidi Billstrom 
and Aaron (Tina) Billstrom; seven grandchildren: 
Ryan (Angela) Krantz, Raymon (Carissa) Krantz, 
Joel Billstrom, Jeremy (Melody) Krantz, Jessica 
Billstrom, Kyle Fugate, and Kristy (Derek) Im-
sande and seven great-grandchildren: Alivia, 
Layton, Gavyn, Charlotte, Landyn, Kirby, and 
Hayden.

 Rita was preceded in death by her husband, 
Emanuel Billstrom; parents, Mildred and Charles 
brother, Charles St. Mane; sisters: Donna Norris 
and Lee Lundeen. 
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ATVs
 

ATV Batteries AGM 14A-
A2  $59.99  w/ exchange 
Ri ley ‘s  NAPA, Aitk in, 
218-927-2153. tfn

Automobiles
 

D O N AT E  Y O U R  C A R , 
TRUCK TO HERITAGE 
FOR THE BLIND. Free 3 
Day Vacation, Tax Deduct-
ib l e ,  F ree  Tow ing ,  A l l 
Paperwork Taken Care 
Of. CALL 1-855-977-7030 
(mcn)
DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
CHARITY. Receive max-
imum value of write off 
for your taxes. Running 
o r  no t !  A l l  cond i t i ons 
accepted. Free pickup. 
Call for details. 855-752-
6680 (mcn)
CASH FOR CARS! We buy 
all cars! Junk, high-end, 
totaled – it doesn’t matter! 
G e t  f r e e  t o w i n g  a n d 
same day cash! NEWER 
MODELS too! Call 1-866-
258-6720. (mcn)

Boats & Marine

Wanted to Buy used Ken-
nedy  Pon toon  Padd le 
Boat/small f ishing pon-
toon  boa t ,  sea t i ng  4 , 
Color dark green, Cover 
needed.  612-618-1743 
Casey w23

Cable/Internet
 

DIRECTV for $79.99/mo for 
12 months with CHOICE 
Package. Watch your favorite 
live sports, news & enter-
tainment anywhere. First 3 
months of HBO Max, Cine-
max, Showtime, Starz and 
Epix included! Directv is #1 
in Customer Satisfaction 
(JD Power & Assoc.) Some 
restrictions apply. Call 1-866-
296-1409 (mcn)
Earthlink High Speed Inter-
net. As Low As $49.95/month 
(for the first 3 months.) Reli-
able High Speed Fiber Optic 
Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earth-
link Today 1-855-679-7096. 
(mcn)

Cable/Internet

Cont.
DISH Network. $64.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where 
available.) Switch & Get a 
FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-855-434-0020 (mcn)
BEST SATELLITE TV with 
2 Year Price Guarantee! 
$59.99/mo with 190 channels 
and 3 months free premium 
movie channels! Free next 
day installation! Call 855-824-
1258. (mcn)
DirecTV Satellite TV Service 
Starting at $74.99/month! 
Free Installation! 160+ chan-
nels available. Call Now to 
Get the Most Sports & Enter-
tainment on TV! 844-558-
1767 (mcn)
DISH TV $64.99 For 190 
Channels + $14.95 High 
Speed Internet. Free Installa-
tion, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some 
restrictions apply. Promo 
Expires 1/21/23. 1-866-590-
6451. (mcn)

Education

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING 
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE 
to get the skills to become 
a Computer & Help Desk 
Professional now! Grants and 
Scholarships available for 
certain programs for quali-
fied applicants. Call CTI for 
details! 1-844-843-2771
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MED-
ICAL BILLING! Become a 
Medical Office Professional 
online at CTI! Get Trained, 
Certified & ready to work in 
months! Call 833-751-0776. 
(M-F 8am-6pm ET) (mcn)

Golf

Golf Cart Batteries $159.99 
w/exchange. Riley’s NAPA 
Aitkin 927-2153  tfn

Health & Medical

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobil ity 
with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 844-716-2411.
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance- NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-855-973-9175 
www.dental50plus.com/
https://www.dental50plus.
com/midwest #6258 (mcn)
Aloe Care Health, medi-
cal alert system. The most 
advanced medical alert 
product on the market. 
Voice-activated! No wi-fi 
needed! Special offer! Call 
and mention offer code 
CARE20 to get $20 off 
Mobile Companion. Call 
today! 1-855-654-1926. 
(mcn)

Health & Medical

Cont.
Hero takes the stress out 
of managing medications. 
Hero sorts and dispenses 
meds, sends alerts at dose 
times and handles pre-
scription refill and delivery 
for you. Starting at $24.99/
month. No initiation fee. 
90-day risk-FREE trial! Call 
1-855-484-6339. (mcn)

. 
Help Wanted

Help Wanted Bartender, 
Waitress and Cook. See 
Jim or Brent at The Land-
ing in Aitkin w24

Dakotaland Transportation 
Inc. is in search of cabinet 
haulers that are willing to 
travel the great USA and be 
home weekly. – Must have 
a Class A CDL. We have 
great benefits: health, dental, 
vision, life, supplementary, 
simple iras. Come join this 
great big happy family. dlt@
dtisf.com. www.dakotaland-
transportation.com. Call 800-
822-2703 (mcn)

Miscellaneous
 

El iminate gutter clean-
ing forever !  LeafF i l te r, 
t h e  m o s t  a d v a n c e d 
debr is-b lock ing gut ter 
protect ion. Schedule a 
FREE

Miscellaneous

Cont.
L O N G  D I S T A N C E 
MOVING: Call today for a 
FREE QUOTE from Amer-
ica’s Most Trusted Inter-
state Movers. Let us take 
the stress out of moving! 
Speak to a  Relocat ion 
Specialist, call 877-327-
0795. (mcn)

Safes

NEW AND USED SAFES 
FOR SALE  • Safe repair and 
locked safes opened  • Heavy 
and light duty gun safes and 
vault doors on hand • High 
security safes for gold and 
silver • 320-360-5431 w46

Sales

Father of all SALES! 424 
Oak-St. Crosby: 6/11+6/12 
9a-3>>Recreational equip-
ment, tools, gym.

Trailers
  

Utility Trailer brake & suspen-
sion parts Riley’s NAPA Aitkin 
218-927-2153

Wanted
   

We buy batteries: auto size 
$5.00 Riley’s NAPA Aitkin 
218-927-2153

CLERK/TREASURER WANTED 
The City of Ironton is looking for an experienced, 

skilled administrative professional with experience in 
local government to fill the position of Clerk/Treasurer. 

A more detailed job description and application is    
available at the City Clerk’s Office or by e-mail. 

Application deadline is June 17, 2022 by 12:00 p.m. 
Send application to:  
City of Ironton, Attn: Greg Stanich, Mayor 
P.O. Box 97, Ironton, MN 56455 
Or e-mail clerk@cityofironton.org

2 col x 2”= $34.60 
Per Week 

 

 

 

Increased wages in every department!! 
Aicota Health Care Center has increased our wages and is looking for dedicated, reliable, caring people 
to join our staff. We are currently accepting applications for CNA’s, NAR/TMA’s, PCA’s, Social Wellness 

Aide, NAiT, LPN’s, and RN’s. 

We offer competitive benefits packages! 

APPLY NOW! We are scheduling interviews weekly! 

Stop by and pick up an application  

Or fill out an application online www.aicota.com  

Or Email resume to: rhurt@aicota.com 

Or call 218-927-2164 and ask for Roxanne or Jennie  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

850 2nd Street NW, Aitkin, MN 56431
218.927.2182 • www.aicota.com

This is not just a home … it’s a secure,
comfortable place to call home.

At Aicota Assisted Living, we offer residents a unique experience that combines
high quality accommodations and services which are designed to promote a

dignified independent lifestyle. As a resident, you will enjoy a peaceful setting, 
along with friendly, compassionate and professional staff that are 

available to meet your needs 24 hours a day.

• 1-Bedroom & Studio Apartments
• Dining Rooms with 3 Meals/Day
• Living Rooms and Large Stone

Fireplaces

• Outdoor Patio Area and Gardens
• Salon/Barber Shop
• Daily Planned Activities & more!
• Personalized Care Plans

ASS I STED  L IV ING
Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 5/29/2022 North

GET 

TODAY

BEHIND 
ON YOUR 
MORTGAGE 
PAYMENTS? 

Apply at HomeHelpMN.org
or call 1-800-388-3226

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 5/29/2022 North

GET 

TODAY

BEHIND 
ON YOUR 
MORTGAGE 
PAYMENTS? 

Apply at HomeHelpMN.org
or call 1-800-388-3226

                                     Week of May 29, 2022             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUS

YOUR AD HERE! 
One phone call & only $279

to reach a statewide audience 
of 1.7 million readers!!! 

1-800-279-2979

FARM EQUIPMENT

MISCELLANEOUS

WANTED TO BUY

EMPLOYMENT
SUCCESSFUL PRACTICE SEEKS 

Associate Dentist because of increase 
in patient volume. Potential earn-
ings $300K plus. Includes bene ts. 
Email drb@friendlysmilesfargo.com

EARN $15,000-$40,000 
OVER 5 YEARS

#1 Hunting lease company in Amer-
ica. Customize your contract. Call 
Base Camp Leasing 888/871-1982

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Cash 
in exchange. Sell now while prices 
are high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142

LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING
memory care, or independent living? 
A Place for Mom simpli es the pro-
cess of  nding senior living at no cost to 
your family. Call 888/715-1720  today!

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax de-
ductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 844/220-9501 

THE GENERAC PWRCELL 
A solar plus battery storage system. Save 
money, reduce your reliance on the grid, 
prepare for power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services available. $0 
down  nancing option. Request a free, no 
obligation quote today. Call 888/913-5895 

DISH NETWORK
$64.99 for 190 Channels! Blazing fast 
internet, $19.99/mo. (where avail-
able.) Switch & get a FREE $100 Visa 
gift card. FREE voice remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE streaming on ALL 
devices. Call today! 855/562-4309

VIVINT. SMART SECURITY 
Professionally installed. One con-
nected system for total peace of mind. 
Free professional installation! Four 
free months of monitoring! Call now to 
customize your system 888/801-9665
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Specializing in  
Shoreline Restoration

• Rip Rap Rock Installation
• Boulder Wall Material 

Installation
• Sod Installation
• Class Five
• Bobcat Work
• Demolition
• All Dirt Work Needs
• Patios

General Building &
 Remodeling Contractor
• Roofing
• Window Installation
• Siding
• Garages
• Doors 
• Decks
• Handicapped Bathrooms

Dozer & Backhoe Work
• Basements
• Driveways
• Ponds
• Wild Life Food Plots
• Land & Lot Clearing
• Stump Removal
• Rip Rap
• Demolition
• Building Pads
• Ditches and Ditch Clean-

ing
• Black Dirt, Sand & 

Gravel
• Roads / Road Building
• Boulder Walls
• Trail Brushing

Tree Removal
• Tree Removal and Clean-

up
• Stump Grinding
• Storm Damage Cleanup
• Aerial Truck

Call Greg for a FREE ESTIMATE 218-839-3371

Specializing in Shoreline Restoration Rip-Rap-Rock Installation

For Your Landscaping & Construction Needs! 

& Construction
Aitkin, Minnesota

License# BC768287

218-839-3371

YOUR EROSION 

EXPERTS!

GET
 ESTIMATES 

NOW

12 Yards Fill Sand
Delivered within 10 miles of Crosby 

			  $130

Old wood (decks, siding, logs, etc.) looks new again 
with media blasting and staining!

Making Old Wood Look New!

Garfield Elementary project | Continued from Page 1

totters, a merry-go-round and 
monkey bars. There were no 
wood chips to cushion and 

children hit the asphalt hard 
if they fell off any of the dated 
and unsafe equipment.

The front entrance on the 
northwest side has a new 
look and additional space. 
The main office connects to 

a nurse’s room and a confer-
ence room and there is a nice 
sitting area.

Courtyard area was cap-
tured and classrooms added 
to allow for adding such spac-
es as STEAM and Special Ed.

“The library got a facelift 
and we are weeding out our 
collection to make room for 
more small group reading 
books and book collections 
that are of high interest for 
our students.” 

The community space is 
great for working on special 
projects, meetings, small 
presentations, author visits 
and the like. 

A new roof used a huge 
part of the budget, but rough-
ly $7 million was spent on 
learning spaces, a secure 
front entrance, and classroom 
updates. 

Garfield was a construc-
tion zone for the past two 
summers and this school 
year until just recently. “We 
started the summer of 2020 
and went into 2021 and we Teacher Heather Larson in Garfield Elementary’s music room.

The front entrance is wel-
coming with the office front 
and center, featuring the 
Brainerd B and secretary 
Jennifer Simota.

New blue lockers in Brainerd school colors line the hallways 
of Garfield Elementary.

just captured back the kitch-
en in November and the big 
gym area in March of this 
year. Our kids and teachers 
were tough this year, we had 
outside gym all year, and 
all PTO and school events 
have happened the last two 
months, it’s been busy!”

Kennedy greeted her stu-

dents by name and talked 
about how the PTO helped 
with many items, including 
the playground improvements 
and the 3-d printers in the 
STEAM Room. It is obvious 
that Garfield Elementary is 
still a tight-knit community 
and a gathering place for the 
families of Northeast Brainerd.

no boat, the DNR has a list of 
public fishing piers by county. 
And you can also enjoy a day 
on the water, choosing from 
myriad public boat accesses 
in Crow Wing, Aitkin and all 
the neighboring counties – 
whether you are launching 
an old rowboat or a new 
mini-yacht. Public water 
access and fishing pier maps 
by county https://www.dnr.
state.mn.us/water_access/
counties.html. 

By ANN 
SCHWARTZ

The first nice 
summer day of 
Memor ia l  Day 
Weekend brought 
families out in 
droves to soak up 
summer.

At Lum Park in 
Brainerd, Minne-
sotans took part 
in everything the 
historic park had 
to offer.

A young mom 
left her toddler at 
home so daugh-
ters Amber Lynn 
and Avis from Pine 
River could take a 
quick swim.

D o g  m o m 
Mary of St. Cloud 
walked Mol ly, 
a rambunctious 
Springer spaniel 
pup, who was ex-
cited to play with 
the children.

Over at the fish-
ing pier, Beckett 
of Baxter and his 
three younger sib-
lings (and mom 

and dad) were stringing 
their fishing poles for 
a family outing on the 
pier. And just east of the 
pier, Cheyenne and her 
friend from Brainerd 
launched their kayaks.

An older gentleman 
was taking a walk – just 
taking in the sights of 
sounds of the first real 
summery day of 2022. 
Needless to say the 
weather, since then, 
has had its ups and 
downs.

You can launch a 
day of activity with 
your own friends and 
family. Even if you have 

Warm weather brings swarms of people outside

Amber Lynn and Avis from Pine River got 
a chance to enjoy the water.

Beckett fished on the pier.

Mary and her dog Molly. Cheyenne launches her kayak.

The Mississippi River 
Brainerd has been selected 
by the Minnesota Board of 
Water and Soil Resources 
(BWSR) for the One Water-
shed, One Plan program. This 
program allows counties to 
transition from county-based 
water management planning 
to watershed-based plan-
ning. Local professionals 
developing the plan are 
seeking input from the public 
and a Public Kick-Off Event 
has been scheduled.

The Public Kick-Off Event 
will be held on Monday, June 
6 from 4:00 p.m. until 6:30 
p.m. at the Environmental 
Classroom, Building 11-1 
(TACC) Camp Ripley, 15000 
State Highway 115, Little 
Falls. Attendees will be able 
to visit and enjoy the Camp 
Ripley Environmental Class-
room with hundreds of wild-
life species on display, learn 
about the 1W1P process, 
take a virtual tour of the wa-
tershed, learn about the cur-
rent state of the watershed, 
and provide valuable input 
that will help in the planning 
process and assist in prioritiz-

ing and targeting. A free light 
meal will be made available 
to all attendees.

Registration for the event 
is required. To register, please 
contact Lance at (320) 631-
3556 or via email at lance.
chisholm@morrisonswcd.
org and let us know your 
name and how many other 
guests will be attending the 
event. Please remember 
to bring your official ID or 
driver’s license to gain access 
to Camp Ripley.

If you are unable to attend 
the public kick-off event, we 
still would like to hear your 
concerns, opinions, and 
ideas regarding the water-
shed by completing the short 
survey located at https://arcg.
is/0HW4zv.

The planning area for the 
Mississippi River Brainerd 
One Watershed, One Plan 
boundary begins in Aitkin 
County where the river flows 
through the cities of Aitkin, 
Brainerd/Baxter, and Little 
Falls. The watershed encom-
passes all or parts of Aitkin, 
Cass, Crow Wing, Morrison, 
and Todd counties.

Mississippi Watershed
Which natural resources are most important to you?
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