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John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The Russellville Electric Board
adopted a new policy regarding rules
for citizens who wish to address the
board at its monthly business meet-
ings, including limiting a citizen to
one five-minute appearance every
three months.

The board unanimously approved
the resolution at its May 24 meeting.

The restrictive policy requires “indi-
viduals desiring to make an oral
presentation to the Electric Board of
the City of Russellville, Alabama,” to
“contact the Office of the Electric
Board of the City of Russellville,
Alabama, by noon, a minimum of
three business days prior to the

meeting...and request to be on the
agenda.”

The resolution also provides a five-
minute maximum speaking time and
limits any individual to “one appear-
ance per quarter/one appearance
every three months for the purpose
of making an oral presentation...”

Last month, three citizens
addressed the board including
Russellville resident Sasha Franklin,
who was also on the May 24 agenda.
The three citizens posed several
questions to board members, but
received no response on any
inquiries.

Franklin referenced Manager
Charles Canida and his board’s
refusal to answer citizen inquiries.

REB approves policy limiting citizens’
time, frequency to address board

Oliver wins big in bid for fourth
term as Franklin Sheriff

See ‘REB,’ page 3

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

After seeing his wife and father
pass away within two months of each
other last year, Shannon Oliver real-
ized how important the people of
Franklin County are to him.

“If not for the people at my job and
in this county, I’m not sure I would
have made it,” Oliver said Tuesday,
after winning a fourth term as
Franklin County Sheriff. “Things
were very tough, but that support
sure made it a lot easier to go
through.”

Oliver defeated challenger Joe Fike
in the Republican Primary by receiv-
ing more than 83 percent of the vote
(4,054-808). With no Democratic
candidate, Oliver’s victory earned

him another term that will begin next
year.

As he campaigned, Oliver said
much of citizen feedback he received
was positive. On the down side,
though, Oliver said he had several
citizens voice concerns about
how/why defendants get out of jail so
soon after arrest, something he
explained was outside the control of
the sheriff.

“As sheriff, all we can do is make
the arrest and turn in the case for
prosecution,” Oliver said. “Bonding is
out of our control. People have a
constitutional right to a bond. You’re
innocent until proven guilty so we
don’t control whether someone
makes bond.”

Oliver expressed his appreciation
See ‘OLIVER,’ page  5



“In Memory of our loved ones...”
brought to you by Atkins Marble and Granite Works

and Franklin Memory Gardens

Dale Bearden, 74, of Russellville, passed away
on Monday, May 30th. Pinkard Funeral Home is

assisting the family.

Denford LaVaughn Davis, 52, of Spruce Pine,
passed away on Saturday, May 28th. Interment

at Dempsey Cemetery.

Caleb Webster Oates Jr., 62, of Russellville,
passed away on Monday, May 23rd. Interment

at Luke Town.

Send your guest columns, letters to the editor and other
creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

Check us out online at www.franklinfreepress.net!
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PUBLIC NOTICE
In accordance with the Alabama
Abandoned Motor Vehicle Act,

Alabama Code Sections 32-13-1
through 32-13-8, the following
motor vehicle will be sold for

cash at 10:30 a.m., on June 22,
2022, at M&N Wrecker & Service

Center, 11833 Hwy. 43 South,
Russellville, Al, 35653. Seller

reserves the right to reject any

bid and the right to bid. 

2010 Chevrolet Equinox
2CNALPEW6A6311938

2013 Toyota Corolla
5YFBU4EEXDP177515

2001 Chrysler Sebring LXI
4C3AG52H11E090587

2002 Mitsubishi Galant LS
4A3AA46G12E146360

PUBLIC AUCTION

Absolute Storage Solutions

110 Coffee Ave. SE
Russellville, AL 35653

Notice is hereby given that on
June 4, 2022 from 10:30 a.m.-
12:00 p.m., the following units

will be sold by sealed bid.
Tenant may satisfy their

indebtedness prior to the
time of sale. Will be able to

inspect units and bid on this
date. All units have miscella-
neous items, furniture, and

boxes.

#39 Amy Stafford

Those questions centered around board approval of expenditures including
an $84,000 luxury SUV for Canida, a private fishing boat charter, $3,000 din-
ners on beach conference trips and Canida’s purchase on a REB credit card
of thousands of dollars of fine chocolates.

Franklin spoke for approximately two minutes Tuesday.
“I appreciate the opportunity to address you. It looks like I won’t get anoth-

er one for at least three months,” Franklin told the board.
“If all you’re doing is legal and legitimate, why not answer any questions

people had last month? Your silence speaks volumes,” Franklin added.
A visibly frustrated Franklin left the meeting with doubts his words would be

heeded by Canida or the board.
“I’d like each of you to go home to your nice house tonight and remember

there are a lot of people in our community who have to make a choice to take
medication or eat,” Franklin said. “When you’re spending all that money on
these trips. I understand you have to go to some conferences for education
but there are a lot of you taking these as vacations for your family. If none of
this bothers you, I just pray God has mercy on you.”

Business items approved by the board included:
—renewed a $1 million line of credit with CB&S Bank in place for emer-

gency situations. REB Accountant Tiffany Holt said the board has never
drawn on the line of credit, but bank officials require the board to renew it at
a meeting each year.

—approved an action that will provide a lump sum payment from the
Retirement Systems of Alabama to all REB retirees and beneficiaries of
deceased retirees. The payment will be in addition to each retiree’s October
2022 regular retirement payment and will be approximately $2 for each
month of service with REB.

—heard a request from Canida to hire Russellville Police Officer Chad
Sheffield as a First Period Tree Trimmer at a starting rate of pay of
$20.96/hour. Sheffield will fill a vacancy created by former tree trimmer Gabe
Wallace entering the IBEW Apprentice Program. Canida said Wallace will
‘transition’ into the line crew.

—approved a $10,000 expense to help sponsor the City of Russellville’s
annual Fourth of July Jam on Sloss Lake. Canida read a letter from
Russellville Mayor David Grissom asking the board to support the event in
the same amount it sponsored in previous years.

—Canida read the municipal court order entered in the Criminal Trespass,
Third Degree case against Dwight Jackson. Jackson was found guilty in a
trial earlier this month. The evidence showed Jackson went to pay his utility
bill at the main office after being served in 2019 with a no-trespass order.



Send your guest columns, recipes, 
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submissions to  franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

For updates on news and sports throughout the week, don’t 
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Jackson found guilty of trespass
after paying bill at RV utilities office
John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

A former Russellville Utilities employee has been found guilty of Criminal
Trespass, Third Degree, after going to the Russellville Utilities office to pay
his electric bill in February.

Dwight Jackson, a former meter reader who retired in 2016, was found
guilty  by Russellville Municipal Court Judge Roger Bedford, Jr.

Criminal Trespass, Third Degree, is a violation under Alabama law that car-
ries a fine and possible jail sentence up to 30 days.

The charge against Jackson was initiated by Russellville Electric Board
Manager Charles Canida, who signed a complaint against Jackson after he
paid his bill at the customer service window on February 10, 2022.

Jackson had previously been served with a no trespass notice by
Russellville Police on August 7, 2019, which stated he was “not allowed to
enter or be on the property, premises or outbuildings located at 721 Jackson
Avenue South, Russellville,” the address for the Russellville Utilities building
and the main office of the Russellville Electric Board.

The building provides for walk-in and drive-thru payments of utility bills.
Bedford imposed a fine of $250, along with court costs and fees  totaling

$662. There was no jail sentence imposed.
Jackson said Monday he would appeal the conviction to Franklin County

Circuit Court, where the matter would be heard by a Franklin County jury.
Once Jackson files the required appeal documents, the conviction is set
aside and the charge is refiled in Circuit Court  as a ‘trial de novo,’ meaning
there will be a brand new trial with no reference to Jackson having been
found guilty in Municipal Court.

Jackson did not have an attorney at the May 2nd trial, instead choosing to
represent himself. He told the FFP he plans to retain an attorney for the jury
trial. 

New Russellville Municipal Court Prosecutor Eddie Beason prosecuted the
case for the City of Russellville. Canida and RPD Captain Jake Tompkins
testified as witnesses.

Bedford’s order states “the issue of whether or not this was a valid and
properly executed Trespass Order against the Defendant was not the issue
before the Court.”

Jackson contended the no trespass notice, which also stated Jackson was
not “to have any contact with any employee of the Russellville Electric
Board,” was unlawful because it banned him from a public building where
Russellville residents go to pay their utility bills. 

“There was no reason to ban me from the building. I hadn’t been in there
since I retired in 2016,” Jackson said.

Bedford issued a written order dated May 20th, which stated Jackson
“admitted that he could have mailed his payment or have someone else send
it or deliver it for him, but he decided he would do it himself and it was his
personal decision.”

Canida’s history with Jackson also includes filing a police report against
him last December alleging Jackson came onto private property to take pho-
tos of Canida and REB employees cutting trees at a residence on North
Jackson Avenue.

Police investigated the incident and found no crime had been committed,
according to RPD Chief Chris Hargett.

Jackson said he’s never been arrested before the Criminal Trespass
charge and his only involvement with the court system was a traffic ticket.
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to the men and women of Franklin County’s other law enforcement agen-

cies, as well as state officials, for the positive working relationship among the
departments.

“We all work together very well and get along well. Everything we do is
toward one common goal—to get the bad guys off the street,” Oliver said.
“There would be no way to do that effectively if there was infighting among
law enforcement agencies.

“We’re like a baseball team. When you go out on the field, the entire team
needs to be working toward the same goal,” Oliver added.

Elected as a Democrat in 2010, 2014 and 2018, this was Oliver’s first re-
election bid as a Republican candidate. When he announced the party
change last year, Oliver cited concerns about the national Democratic Party
positions on important law enforcement issues and said he could no longer
“align himself” with those extreme views.



It’s that time again—Mowing Season. Time to remove all old
flowers from graves and headstones at the Mt. Pleasant Cemetery

on Highway 724, Newburg. Donations are needed for the upkeep of the
cemetery. If you have a loved one buried in this cemetery or want to help by
contributing, please send contributions to: Mt. Pleasant Cemetery, 941
Highway 87, Russellville, Al, 35654.

The NACOLG Seniorx – Medicine program is a program for free
adnd low-cost medications for the uninsured, underinsured,

Medicare coverage gap or disability waiting period. For more information,
contact NACOLG Seniorx today. There is no charge for this service. 1-800-
AGELINE (1-800-243-5463) Paula Pardue 256-389-0529.

Liberty Chapel Freewill Baptist Church will host Revival
Services June 5-8, 2022. The church is located on Highway 81

in the East Franklin Community, just past the Fire Department. Evangelist
will be Bro. Jeff Boyles. Pastor is Bro. Brian Galloway. Sunday night servic-
es begin at 5 p.m. Monday-Wednesday services at 7 p.m. Everyone is wel-
come! For more information contact Delmer Duboise at 256-324-8430.

The Woodruff Family Reunion will be held at Cedar Buff Farm,
3449 County Road 78, Russellville,  on Saturday, June 11, from

10-2. Please bring a covered dish or dessert of your choice.

Homecoming will be held at Duncan Creek Baptist Church on
Sunday, June 5, with service at 10:30 a.m., featuring the music

of ‘Purpose.’ There will be a fellowship lunch at 12 p.m.

Have an event we can help publicize? Call us at
256-332-0255.

For updates on news and sports throughout the
week, visit us online at www.franklinfreepress.net.
Send your letters to the editor and other creative

submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.



For news updates throughout the week, don’t forget to
check us out on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!
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Murphree wins BOE 4 nomination,
will face Oliver in November

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Although she and her husband Jimmy have been fixtures at Rockwood as
poll workers, Carol Murphree put her name on a ballot for the first time this
spring when she decided to seek the Republican nomination for Franklin
County Board of Education District Four.

Murphree’s maiden voyage was successful at the first level Tuesday as she
defeated Heath McKee 449-233. She will now face Democratic incumbent
Shannon Oliver in the November 2022 general election.

Murphree, a retired educator whose teaching career spanned three school
systems, including Russellville City Schools, was all smiles after learning she
would be the Republican nominee.

“I was real surprised. You just can’t get a read on everything when you’re
campaigning. I thought I’ll run and maybe I’ll get to serve the children of this
county and that would be great, but I had no expectations from there,”
Murphree said. “I really am surprised and thankful.”

Murphree said her experience as a former educator would bring a different
perspective to the BOE, similar to that of former Russellville City Board of
Education member Judy Pounders.

“If I’m elected and can be half of what Judy Pounders was that would be a
success,” Murphree said. “She was a retired educator representing the
teachers on the board. She’s gone now (Pounders died in 2021) but she’ll
always be someone I admired and loved.”

Murphree said her campaign (and that of McKee’s) was about sending a
positive message to the voters of BOE District Four, which has Belgreen
High School as its anchor school.

“I really wasn’t running against Heath McKee and it won’t be that way in the
fall. I’m running for our children. I have nothing negative to bash anyone
over,” Murphree said. “I want to help solve problems, be honest with people
and those are my plans if elected.”

Saturday, June 18th



Send your guest columns, recipes, cartoon panels,
letters to the editor and other creative 

submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

For updates on news and sports throughout the
week, don’t forget to visit us online at

www.franklinfreepress.net! For updates on news and sports throughout the week,
visit us online at www.franklinfreepress.net!
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Miller defeats Moore for Franklin County
seat on state Republican Committee

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Jason Miller didn’t take much time to celebrate victory after winning his bid
to earn the Franklin County male seat on the Alabama Republican Party
State Executive Committee (ARPSEC).

Instead, Miller laid out the goals he will have as the county’s voice at the
state level of the political party that owns an essential monopoly when it
comes to Alabama politics.

“My job will be to always be able to represent Franklin County values at the
state level. With all that’s going on at the national level with the Democratic
Party, there are a lot of things we need to keep out of Alabama,” Miller said.

Miller defeated long-time State Executive Committee member Lowell
Moore of Russellville with 3,118 votes to Moore’s 1,251. 

Miller, who represents District Two on the Franklin County Commission,
said he’ll be ‘approachable’ when it comes to matters of the Republican
Party. He also plans to keep Franklin County residents informed as to what’s
happening at the state level of Republican politics.

“We need to do a better job of informing Franklin County residents about
what’s going on with the Republican Party across Alabama, and that’s what
I plan to do,” Miller said.

Miller also took aim at the Franklin County Republican Executive
Committee, saying the committee needs to be represented by someone who
lives in the county. Miller’s comment referred to Franklin County Republican
Executive Committee Chairman Jerry Mays, whom Miller says lives in
Muscle Shoals.

“We need to elect a chairman who resides in Franklin County to really move
forward. We need a leader who lives here and who makes Franklin County
a priority,” Miller said.

Mays, who spoke with the FFP Tuesday evening at the Franklin County
Courthouse, said he has always made Franklin County his priority and
there’s nothing wrong or improper about maintaining ‘dual residences’ in two
counties, something he said many residents and elected officials do.

Mays, the former mayor of Phil Campbell, has served as Franklin County
GOP Chairman dating back to before the county elected its first Republican
of the new century, in 2012.

Miller believes the local party must be more active and involved in order for
the party to continue to grow, and he questioned how the local party can sus-
tain growth with a chairman who’s not a Franklin County resident.

PUBLIC NOTICE
In accordance with the
Alabama Abandoned

Motor Vehicle Act,
Alabama Code Sections
32-13-1 through 32-13-8,

the following motor
vehicle will be sold for
cash at 10:30 a.m., on
June 8, 2022, at M&N

Wrecker & Service
Center, 11833 Hwy. 43

South, Russellville, Al,
35653. Seller reserves
the right to reject any

bid and the right to bid. 

13 mazda2
JM1DE1LY0D0169189

01 dodge grand caravan
2B8GP74L61R307280

13 Toyota Corolla
5YFBU4EE4DP178191



For updates on news 
throughout the week, 

visit www.franklinfreepress.net!

Page 9
June 1, 2022

Page 9
June 1, 2022

Dale victorious in quest for State
Democratic Executive Committee seat

Welborn narrowly defeats Baker, 
will serve fourth term on county BOE

Send your guest columns, recipes,
cartoon panels, letters to the editor
and other creative submissions to

franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

And don’t forget to check us out
online at www.franklinfreepress.net!

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

At 81, you wouldn’t think Charles Dale would be ready for work. But after
his victory in the House District 18 State Democratic Executive Committee
(SDEC) race, that’s exactly what Dale wants to do—get to work for his party
and the people of Alabama.

Dale defeated Rick Neighbors in the HD 18 State Democratic Executive
Committee race with 314 votes to Neighbors’ 270. HD 18 is comprised of
Franklin and a portion of Colbert Counties. 

In Franklin County,
Neighbors won by a 13-
vote margin, 162-149.
But Dale’s strong show-
ing in Colbert County
(165-108) carried him to
victory. Seats on the
SDEC are elected by
House districts, but there
is no compensation for
serving.

Each House District in
Alabama is represented
by one male and one
femal resident on the
SDEC.

Dale is a veteran of
Democratic politics
whose civic involvement
dates back to the historic
Selma Bridge Crossing
57 years ago. He’s been
active in Democratic poli-
tics on the local level for
years, serving on the
Franklin County
Democratic Executive
Committee.

Dale said his mission as a SDEC member will be one of accountability of
elected officials in both parties.

“My job will be in large part to make sure politicians in elected positions hold
up their end and are there for the people they represent, and not for prestige
or their pockets,” Dale said. 

With all but one of Alabama’s state and federal offices held by Republicans,
there’s nowhere to go but up for Alabama Democrats.

“Our message is still there. It’s just that people are looking at things from
the Republican Party standpoint,” Dale told the FFP last week. “They’re say-
ing the things people in rural areas are wanting to hear. Same with the things
Donald Trump is saying. But it’s not reality. It’s just what they want to hear.
They think Republicans will solve our problems but they won’t.”

Neighbors did score a political victory Tuesday, as he defeated Rhonda
Gore for the Democratic nomination for United States Congress for
Alabama’s Fourth Congressional District. He will face Rep. Robert Aderholt,
the Republican incumbent, in the November general election.

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

If Terry Welborn ever has the opportunity to speak to the children he repre-
sents on the Franklin County Board of Education, he’ll have an important
message for them when it comes to politics—every vote counts!

Welborn saw that adage first hand with his narrow win over Curtis Baker in
Tuesday’s Republican Primary for Franklin County Board of Education
District Three. Welborn won by 14 votes, 397-383.

“I’m so thankful for everyone who went out and voted,” Welborn said. “It just
meant everything that they went out and took the time to vote, especially
when you consider the low turnout at the local and state level.”

Welborn, who was first elected to the BOE in 2010, defeated Baker for the
second consecutive election, although Baker ran as a Democrat in 2018.
This year’s margin was considerably closer. Welborn’s strong vote in Phil
Campbell (209-152) was the difference.

With no Democratic
candidate, Welborn’s pri-
mary win means he will
serve a fourth term.

“I’m very blessed. I told
my when I was going to
run for the first time that I
was hesitant. I didn’t
know what to do. And
God said to me ‘I want
you to run.’ I prayed
again when Curtis
announced he was run-
ning (four years ago) and
asked God ‘are you
sure?,’” Welborn said.
“The people close to me
were very reassuring,
and I’m so thankful for
that.”

Welborn attributed his
victory, in large part, to a
policy of transparency in
government that is important to him and his fellow board members.

“We try to be transparent and put every school at the forefront. The better
we can make each school, the better we are as a county,” Welborn said.
“That’s what this board does—look at each aspect of each school and try to
push those needs. We have to have great teachers and they make it work.”

One goal Welborn said the board and Superintendent Greg Hamilton have
worked hard to accomplish is bringing Franklin County Schools out of the red
to where the system now operates with a one-month reserve operating budg-
et, something required by the state Department of Education.

Welborn said he will remain accessible to all citizens who want to address
concerns or issues with the school system.

“You want someone you can come to on any subject and feel that person
will be fair. And we’ve done that. That goes for Mr. Hamilton and the entire
board. Being fair and respectful to everyone helps me know God has me
where he wants me to be—living as a Christian and a board member,”
Welborn said.



Don’t forget to visit us on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!

Send your guest columns, recipes,
cartoon panels, letters to the editor
and other creative submissions to
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YARD SALES

Yard sale!
Saturday, June 4th
from 7 a.m. - until

at the foot of
Spruce Pine

Mountain. Lots of
miscellanous

items.

First Friday YARD
SALE -FRIDAY
JUNE 3- 7AM til

NOON- 317
Whitten Road,
Russellville, Al.

Some office items,
Old Wood

Windows,  Sewing
& Craft items, Nice

Wall Art, clothes,
etc. 

Multi-family yard
sale, June 3 and
4, 55 Marshall Dr.
Russellville. 7 am

- until 2 pm on
Friday, 7 am- noon
on Saturday, June

4th. 

Yard Sale! Friday
June 3 and

Saturday June 4th,
7670 Hwy 243 in
Russellville. Little

bit of everything. If
it rains, it will be
moved to June

11th.

Multi-family yard
sale! Friday &

Saturday June 3rd
& 4th. 214

Hillandale Dr. in
Russellville, Lots

of women’s
clothes, toys, baby

items, home

decor, and lots of
other items! From

7 a.m. - until.

First time yard
sale! 189 Ozbirn

Hill, Littleville,
Friday & Saturday,

June 3rd & 4th.
Four families with
lots of everything.

From 8 a.m. -
until.

Yard sale! June
2nd and 3rd from

7 a.m. - until. 2035
Underwood Rd.
New (with tags)
pants, capris,

blouses, etc. $7.50
per or two for $10.

FOR SALE

2003 Ford
Expedition. Green
in color. Excellent
condition, garage

kept. Low mileage.
Best offer accept-

ed. Call 256-668-
9194.

Exercise Bike For
Sale. Like new.

$40. Call 256-324-
4893.

One Owner 2009
Jeep. Two-door

with 25,000 miles.
Call (256)-460-

9667.

Three-piece wood-
en bedroom suite.

Call (256)-460-
9667.

Decoration
Flowers For Sale.

All kinds. 911
Adams St. NW,

Russellville.

Lighted Oak China
Cabinet with two
glass doors. Bow
front with three
glass shelves.

$100. Call (256)-

332-6138.

Steel frame, fold
up, twin size bed

with mattress. $25.
Call (256)-332-

6138.

Old metal flat top
trunk with wooden
tray inside. Good
condition. $50.
Call (256)-332-

6138.

30 Bronze Storm
Doors For Sale.
$250 for all. You
pick up. Most in
good condition.
Call 256-668-

5480.

2001 Dodge
Magnum Truck For

Sale. 96,000
Actual Miles. Good

motor, transmis-
sion. Body in fair
condition. $2,500
OBO. Call 256-

324-2407.

Three Hanging
Wall Heaters For
Sale. $150 for all
three. 220-volt.

Northstar Pressure
Washer For Sale.
$75 OBO or work
trade. Call 256-

324-2407.

SEEKING TO
BUY

Want to buy a
cabin on one of

the lakes in
Franklin County.
Call (256)-996-

2699.

FOR RENT

1 BR Apartment
For Rent.

Furnished. Private
Entrance, Patio.

Call 256-332-5081
or 256-627-1916.

(1)

2 BR Apartment
For Rent. Large
Yard. Covered

Patio, Central Air.
Call 256-332-5081
or 256-627-1916.

(1)

Franklin Free
Press Classified

Rates
Yard Sale Rates:
FREE, Deadline
Monday at Noon;

Real Estate-
Homes, acreage,

lots for sale or
rent. $25 for six

consecutive
weeks. Up to 40

words per ad;
Vehicles, Boats,

RVs, Motorcycles
for sale. $15 for
six consecutive
weeks. Up to 25

words per ad; Pets
For Sale only $10
for six consecutive
weeks. Up to 25

words  per ad;
Free of Charge:
Lost & Found,

Giveaways, and
Items Under $100

(Private Parties
Only).15-word

limit; Commercial
Classified Rates:

$25 for
Businesses, 15

words or less for
six weeks. Ads
exceeding word
limit add $10 per

additional 15
words. The num-

ber in parentheses
represents the

number of times
the ad has

appeared. Call us
at 256-332-0255

to place, cancel or
renew your ad.

Payment is
required in

advance of publi-
cation for ads.

Do you need Garden Tilling, Small
Backhoe or Landscaping Work? 

Call Christopher at 256-702-1404.
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It didn’t take too much time for the Golden Tigers
were able to celebrate their accomplishment with
their parents, fans and the community.

After winning their second straight 5A state
baseball title less than one week prior, the Golden
Tigers were able to be celebrated and honored in
proper fashion.

After rain pushed the celebration from
Russellvile’s baseball stadium into the RMS gym,
parents, administrators, coaches, fans and local
officials filed into the gym to honor their fifth state
championship team.

“This is just an amazing blessing and after we
did not get the opportunity to do something like
this for last year’s team, we needed to make this
happen,” Heaps said as he addressed the crowd.
“All of these guys love one another, they have a
relentless work ethic and just an unbelievable
group of guys. When we say ‘uncommon’, that’s
what this group has been and it’s been an honor
to get to coach them.”

In addition to receiving recognition in front of a
crowd of their fans, the Golden Tigers also

received special commendation from multiple
local officials as well as one from the state level.

State Representative Jamie Kiel presented a
resolution from the Alabama State House of
Representatives honoring the Golden Tigers on
their accomplishment.

The Franklin County Commission and Franklin
County Probate Judge also presented a resolution
commending coach Heaps and his squad for a
phenomenal season.

In addition, the Russellville City Council not only
presented the team with a resolution of their own,
but did so in the middle of a city council meeting
inside the RMS gym that was held outside of
Russellville City Hall for the first time ever. Mayor
Grissom, alongside city councilmen Darren
Woodruff, Gary Cummings, Dexter Hamilton,
Jamie Harris and David Palmer presented the res-
olution to coach Heaps and the team while in the
meeting.

“What a tremendous night. Having
Representative (Jamie) Kiel, Superintendent
Grimes, Mayor Grissom and the Russellville City
Council and the Franklin County Commission here
as a part of the culture of those large crowds that

Staff reports

The AHSAA recently announced that it was put-
ting a hold on the reorganizing of baseball and
softball into region play instead of area play.

Doing so would have mirrored the structure of
the football formatting but instead, the AHSAA
board elected to hold off on making the change for
now.

However, there were some changes that did
come out of the association recently as the spring
sports alignments were released and there are
some noteworthy changes for the upcoming
spring 2022-23 athletic season involving teams
within Franklin County.

The changes are as follows...
1A baseball and softball remain the same with

Belgreen and Vina remaining in area 13 along with
Hackleburg and Phillips for another stint.

In 2A baseball, Tharptown (formerly of area 14)
and Red Bay (formerly of area 10) now move into
the same area (area 16), along with Lexington,
Sheffield and Mars Hill.

Red Bay and Tharptown softball will also jump
and join areas together in area 13 along with
Winston County to set up a three-team area in 2A.

One of the more notable changes in the realign-
ment of area play comes in 3A area 15 baseball.

The Phil Campbell Bobcats will compete with
Colbert Heights and Colbert County in the same
area after the Bobcats dominated 3A area 15 play
in recent years with East Lawrence, Danville and
Vinemont as their area foes.

With the Wildcats and Indians joining in the area,

AHSAA announces
realignment for
2022-23 spring
sports season
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A night full of celebrations

PHOTOS BY CHRISTIAN MEDINA
Left: Russellville City Councilman Darren Woodruff presents Golden Tiger second baseman Andrew
Hatton with a resolution passed by the Russellville City Council commending the Golden Tigers for
winning the 5A state title. Right: Russellville head baseball coach Chris Heaps addresses the crowd
at the celebration for the Golden Tigers.
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with the three aforementioned schools departing the area, 3A area 15 fig-
ures to be one of the most competitive areas in north Alabama baseball.

As for the Lady Bobcats of Phil Campbell, they move from area 15 to area
12 where they will be paired with Carbon Hill, Colbert Heights and Winfield
to compete for area titles.

Russellville baseball will have a new area opponent coming into the mix as
the formerly three-team area will bump up by one team.

Jasper High School will be moving into 5A area 14 beginning next season
along with the Golden Tigers, West Point and Lawrence County on the dia-
mond.

The Lady Golden Tigers
saw one change in their
area as they bid goodbye
to West Point and wel-
comed in Ardmore to take
their place in the three-
team area in area 16.

On the soccer pitch,
there were some note-
worthy changes for the
two teams in Franklin
County with squads.

In the class 1A-3A clas-
sification, the Tharptown
Wildcat boys program
moves into a new region
with an entire slate of
new region opponents to
face.

Once a part of area 7
where they competed
with Danville, East
Lawrence, Holly Pond,
J.B. Pennington and
Saint Bernard Prep, none
of them followed the
Wildcats into area 8.

The Wildcats new area opponents will be Athens Bible School, Clements,
Elkmont, Madison Academy, Tanner and Alabama School of Cyber
Technology and Engineering.

The Lady Wildcats area almost mirrors that of the boys with one exception:
Whitesburg Christian stands as the lone holdover moving with the Lady
Wildcats into area 8.

In 5A soccer, which will now stand alone after being paired with 4A schools
in previous seasons, the Golden Tigers will say hello to new area opponents
as they move from area 14 to area 8.

A.P. Brewer, Aremore, East Limestone, Lawrence County (the lone mover
with Russellville) and West Point will all make up area 8 moving forward.

In girls soccer, the Lady Golden Tigers will face the same exact region as
the boys program in 5A area 8.
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supported us through the playoffs,” Heaps said.  “But I was just thrilled we

got to have something like this for these guys because they deserved it. I
mean what they have accomplished is truly uncommon. It’s not common to
find a state championship team in back-to-back seasons. And I think what’s
remarkable is that nobody expected us to do it last year and they definitely
didn’t expect us to do it this year. But these guys buy in to what we do and
that’s how we’ve gotten to where we are today.”

What made the night even more special, for five Golden Tigers in particu-
lar, was the signing of baseball scholarships to Northwest-Shoals Community
College of which now former Golden Tiger pitching coach David Langston
will be heading up once again.

Emitt Green, Samuel Pace, Ethan Oliver, Nathan Brockway and Grayson
Thorpe all signed their scholarship offers at the conclusion of the celebration,
securing their baseball future.

For Langston, who is returning to the post of head coach of the Patriot
baseball program, bringing five guys who he has had the opportunity to
watch compete on a daily basis was an absolute no-brainer as he brings in
his first recruiting class.

“Being able to bring on five guys that has actually won championships and
knows what it takes to get there into a new program, they just bring that ener-
gy and the ‘know-how’ into our program and that’s exactly what we need,”
Langston said.  “Nobody knew that I was going to get that job, including
myself. But I knew I was in the running and these guys knew that I was in the
running and these guys just held off and once it was confirmed, it was really
just me picking up the phone and letting them know I wanted them there and
they said that’s all they needed to hear.”

Grayson Thorpe, who leadoff for the Golden Tigers through a majority of
the season, now gets to pursue a college athletic career at NW-SCC.

And getting to play for a coach who knows his game well while also play-
ing alongside former Golden Tiger teammates just adds the cherry on top to
an already special occasion.

“It’s a big step for my baseball career and I’m also getting to keep playing
with my buddies. Just knowing coach Langston and playing for him is defi-
nitely a good thing for me as well,” Thorpe said. “Being a two-time state
champion and being a Golden Tiger has been just awesome for me and I’ve
loved every minute of it.”

Ethan Oliver, who was used both as a third baseman and a designated hit-
ter for Russellville, possessed one of the hottest bats in the postseason bat-
ting well over .400 going into the state championship series, also signed on
to continue his baseball career as a Patriot.

And when Oliver put pen to paper last Tuesday night, the realization of a
dream long in the making finally became a reality.

“I’ve been looking forward to this moment ever since I was a little kid. I
wrote on a picture in seventh grade that we would be three-time state cham-
pions. And of course one year got canceled due to COVID but we finished
the back-to-back which is still exciting. And then getting to go to college with
five of your friends to a local college, you couldn’t ask for anything more than

PHOTO BY CHRISTIAN MEDINA
From left to right: Grayson Thorpe, Ethan Oliver, Nathan Brockway,
Samuel Pace and Emitt Green all signed scholarships to play at NW-SCC.

See ʻCELEBRATIONS,  ̓page 15
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that,” Oliver said.
One of the bats headed to Langston’s initial recruiting class possesses

some of the best raw power in the state in Nathan Brockway and if he finds
a way to take that next step in his progression at the plate, opposing pitch-
ers will surely have Brockway on notice every time he steps to the dish.

As he celebrates winning a championship ring for the second straight year,
Brockway is already anticipating the start to his college career and has high
hopes for what the next two years entails.

“It’s just a special night to all of us. We got to celebrate as a team and then
for five of us to move on to play at the next level and we’re all just really excit-
ed about it and we’re all just ready to get started,” Brockway said.  “Being
able to go play college ball with people you already know is so big. It feels
more like home when we get there and we already know coach Langston so
we are going to be comfortable around him. We are all just ready to get there
and get started for sure.”

As for Samuel Pace, who got the win for the Golden Tigers in back-to-back
game threes in the semifinal and championship rounds, the decision to con-
tinue his baseball career didn’t take long for him to make.

In fact, as soon as word came down that Langston had gotten the job at
NW-SCC, Pace already had his mind made up.

“I knew as soon as coach Langston got the job that I wanted to go play for
him. He’s such a great coach and I love playing for him,” Pace said.  “To be
able to go play with that group of guys that I just signed with, that’s special.
They’re my brothers and I’ve gotten to be around them for years and now,
I’m getting to be around them for two more years.”

Emitt Green wrapped up his career with the Golden Tigers and was one of
the first commitments to Langston’s recruiting class at NW-SCC.

And to hear the former Golden Tiger put it, being a Golden Tiger has made
quite the impact on him that will carry for a lifetime.

“Growing up with these guys from kindergarten through our senior year and
then getting to play after high school is a dream and I’m so glad we get to
keep this brotherhood together,” Green said.  “We have a great community
here at Russellville that loves this school, this team and these players and
they’re so special. It’s different here at Russellville and really only people that
play here at Russellville understand that. Running out on that football field
and that baseball field has been amazing and has changed my life for the
better.”

For Langston, who has been a part of a plethora of excellent baseball pro-
grams during his coaching tenure, the time he has spent as a Golden Tiger
undoubtedly stands near the top of his list. And while he did get to be a part
of two state championships, the relationships that he has been able to form
over the previous seasons had left a larger lasting impact on him.

“The decision to come here for me has been unbelievable. I have been a
part of a lot of successful teams in the past but at this level nor the college
level, I’ve never won a state championship. So being able to come here and
win two and form relationships with these guys has made this a wonderful
opportunity,” Langston said. “I’ve always said that as long as I continue
coaching, I want to be around guys that I enjoy being around and these are
five young men that I love being around.”
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