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By Casey Ek

Facing a total enrollment decline of 
almost 1,900 students, the Saint Paul 
Public Schools is projecting a defi-

cit of $42.6 million for the 2022-23 school 
year. To make up the difference, district 
administrators plan to take advantage of 
$23.6 million in federal American Rescue 
Plan (ARP) and Esser II funds. They are 
also calling for nearly $21 million in cuts 
to programs and allocations to individual 
schools.

“We can’t expect to cover (the deficit) 
without doing a little trimming,” said Su-
perintendent Joe Gothard at the May 24 
School Board meeting. 

The proposed school district budget for 
2022-23 would reduce staff by about 286 
full-time positions districtwide. That in-
cludes 191.4 teaching positions. With the 
projected decline in enrollment comes a 
reduced need for staff, Gothard pointed 
out. The proposed staff reduction is larger 
than those made in each of the previous 
two years, according to Kenyatta McCarty, 
the district’s executive director of human 

By Jane McClure

The University of Saint Thomas’ ef-
fort to alter the Ford site master 
plan to make way for a new sports 

complex at Highland Bridge begins in 
earnest on June 21. The Highland District 
Council (HDC) Community Development 
Committee will be asked that evening to 
recommend master plan amendments to 
allow a hockey arena, baseball and soft-
ball fields, a parking ramp and practice fa-
cilities to be constructed on the southeast 
corner of the former Ford Motor Company 
plant in Highland Park.

The full HDC will vote on the amend-
ments in July. A neighborhood meeting to 
review the master plan amendments will 
be held in late July or August, once they 
have been reviewed and released for public 
comment by the Saint Paul Planning Com-
mission.

The master plan amendments are just 
one of several actions the city must take be-
fore the sports complex can be built. HDC 
board president Kevin Vargas urged High-
land residents and business people to get 
involved.

Short but sweet. 
Karl Rothe navigated the S.S. 
Walleye as part of the Mediocre 
Old Day Parade sponsored by 
the Tavern on Grand on June 5. 
The block-long parade was held 
in lieu of Grand Old Day, which 
was canceled for a third year 
but promises to return in 2023. 
At left, the Tavern’s Eric LeMay 
and a furry friend came dressed 
as Paul Bunyan and Babe the 
Blue Ox for the parade.
PHOTOS BY BRAD STAUFFER

SCU students unveil study of racial redlining in Ramsey Cty.
By Anne Murphy

When the subject of housing 
discrimination comes up, you 
often hear the story about 

William and Nellie Francis whose move 
to Sargent Avenue in the early 1920s was 
met with resistance from their Macalester-
Groveland neighbors. However, there are 
other stories of African-Americans who 
confronted prejudice in trying to move into 
the mostly white neighborhoods of Saint 
Paul.

Saint Catherine University (SCU) faculty 
and student volunteers uncovered the sto-
ry of Black tenants who were bullied out of 

a duplex in Summit Hill. Their story is one 
of many at the heart of “Racial Covenants 
in Ramsey County: The Results So Far.” The 
program will be presented on Wednesday, 
June 15, by researchers from SCU and the 
Mapping Prejudice project at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota. It will run from 6-8 p.m. 
in Rauenhorst Ballroom of the Coeur de 
Catherine at SCU. 

The June 15 program will also mark the 
release of a new map detailing the racial 
covenants found in deeds for properties 
throughout Ramsey County. Those in at-
tendance will be encouraged to ask ques-
tions and contribute to the discussion, 
according to Rachel Neiwert, an assistant 

professor of history at SCU who has been 
involved with SCU’s Welcoming the Dear 
Neighbor? project since it began more than 
two years ago. 

“The event will include small-group 
conversations,” said SCU associate profes-
sor of sociology Daniel Williams. “We want 
to learn from participants about racial seg-
regation in their neighborhoods, to engage 
them in memory mapping, drawing on 
their experiences of where racial boundar-
ies were in their neighborhoods. We’re also 
interested in whether they know about any 
racial covenants in their neighborhood or 
on their property.” 

Participants “will hear from people from 

all different disciplines encountering the 
stories and the data,” said Kristine Lamm 
West, SCU associate professor of econom-
ics and director of the Minnesota Center 
for Diversity in Economics. This, West said, 
should help them answer a question that 
she is often asked: What does all this mean 
for us today? The answer, she said, is that 
“there’s a correlation between where racial 
covenants were and what communities are 
like today.” 

“If you would’ve asked me at the outset 
of the project, I would’ve thought segrega-
tion had improved, gotten a little better, 

Neighborhood 
discussions of 
UST’s proposed 
sports complex 
in Highland begin
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651-256-6714 (Central Appointment Line) 
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 Welcome to our Tradition of Caring

Pediatric and
Young Adult Medicine

Saturday Morning
Appointments Available

    1804 7th Street West, Suite 200
                  St. Paul 55116
             www.pyam.com

651-227-7806 (Main Number)

651-256-6714 (Central Appointment Line)

Complete Primary Pediatric Care.                              
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20%OFF
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   Some exclusions, expires 6/30/22. 
               Your Green Cleaner!

“Behind” Highland Village
facing Hillcrest Ave.

Drycleaning

We’re
Open!

Mon-Fri 7am-7pm
Sat 9-4pm

Where we value your abiltiy to live 
safely and comfortably at home.

A Premier
Senior Care
Boutique

What we offer:
 • Daily outings
 • Nutrition and Meal Prep
 • Doctor appointments
 • Transportation
 • Grocery Shopping/Errands
 • And more…

crocushillhomecare.com 612-385-1822

651.228.9102     
authconst.com740 Grand Ave mn license #Bc005210

ContACt Us for yoUr 
Home offiCe remodel

Design/Build
Restoration

Custom Remodeling

we know the 
way home

Naturally Beautiful
Flowers & Plants

Great Prices!
Local Delivery!

651-291-2655
LeitnersStPaul.com

945 Randolph Ave St. Paul

resources. 
The Saint Paul Public Schools en-

rolled 35,715 students during the 
2021-22 school year. That includes 
917 students in prekindergarten for 
whom there is no state per-pupil 
funding. The district has 5,978 full-
time-equivalent staff members. That 
includes 3,259 teachers in grades 
K-12, 1,228 paraprofessionals, 1,176 
support staff and 315 principals and 
other administrators. 

District administrators attributed 
the projected budget defi cit to sev-
eral factors. The loss of 1,877 students 
will cause the district to lose about 
$8.3 million in funding. That includes 
about $7.6 million in per-pupil alloca-
tions from the state and $0.7 million 
in reduced revenue for low-income 
students who qualify for free or re-
duced-price lunches. 

Infl ationary pressures account for 
$23 million of the defi cit. Another $11 
million comes from federally funded 
expenses the district plans to carry 

over from the current year.
Total general fund expenditures are 

projected at $605.9 million for 2022-
23, but only about $563.3 million is 
available. The overall budget, which 
includes funding for long-term con-
struction projects, debt payments and 
community education, is expected to 
be closer to $900 million. 

Several representatives of district 
schools addressed the School Board 
on May 24. Some argued for the reten-
tion of transportation services for all 
students currently served.  Janice La-
Floe, the chair of the Parent Advisory 
Committee for the district’s Ameri-
can Indian Magnet School, urged the 
School Board to fi nd a way around 
laying off any of that school’s teach-
ers. “In order to retain high-quality 
staff of color and American Indian 
staff, you have to prioritize them,” she 
said.

Deliberations over the Saint Paul 
Public Schools’ 2022-23 budget will 
continue at the Committee of the 
Board meeting on June 14. The budget 
will be presented for fi nal adoption at 

the School Board meeting on June 21. 
About 65 percent of the Saint Paul 

Public Schools’ revenue comes from 
the state, and the school district’s 
budget deliberations come with the 
Minnesota Legislature at a standstill 
in its own budget deliberations. 

As of this writing, state lawmakers 
were debating an additional $1 billion 
in expenditures over the next three 
years for student mental health, spe-
cial education and literacy programs 
in Minnesota’s public schools. That 
$1 billion would include about $18 
million per year for special education 
costs in the Saint Paul Public Schools, 
according to Gothard. 

“When you put $18 million into 
specialized services, you move $18 
million into the Saint Paul Public 
Schools’ general fund,” Gothard said 
in an impassioned address to state 
lawmakers during the May 24 School 
Board meeting. “Please come through 
for the children of Saint Paul and all of 
Minnesota to provide us with some of 
the funds we’ve needed for years.”

as we worked on this big intractable 
social problem,” West said. “I was 
surprised to fi nd that the research 
showed segregation became worse 
between 1900 and 1940. It was en-
trenched in policy decisions and cov-
enants. There is glaring evidence that 
deliberate choices were made that 
moved people into certain parts of 
the city and that those numbers grew 
with each decade. There were more 
and more areas in Saint Paul claimed 
as white-only places.” 

“We’re adding to our list of racial 
covenants every day and we’re far 
from done,” said Mapping Prejudice 
associate director Michael Corey. 
“We’ve found racial covenants in 
many parts of Ramsey County. The 
June 15 program will illustrate that 
covenants were just one piece of the 
puzzle of how these neighborhoods 
came to be so white. The event will be 
all the more interesting because the 
area around SCU is defi nitely one of 
the centers of this story.”

According to West and Williams, 
the research shows that the presence 
of racial covenants can have a direct 
link to a neighborhood’s racial make-
up, homeownership, overall well-be-
ing and sense of belonging.

“Most obviously, we live in highly 
segregated neighborhoods today that 
overlap with the use of racial cov-
enants,” West said. “Racial covenants 

and redlining increased property val-
ues and thus became an asset for the 
descendants of homeowners on prop-
erties where they were placed. These 
assets have been transformative for 
later generations, allowing them 
to purchase homes on advantaged 
terms.

“For those who didn’t have access 
to such properties—African Ameri-
cans and other people of color—there 
was a defi cit in terms of wealth,” West 
continued. “The signifi cance of this 
is, even if we eliminated other forms 
of discrimination or racism, African 
Americans have had few of the assets 
whites have had in the homebuying 
market. Because these effects are in-
tergenerational, they’re harder to see 
and overcome. Wealth is a cumulative 
advantage.” 

Neiwert and her Welcome the Dear 
Neighbor? team were hampered in 
the early days of the project by the 
pandemic and the closing of the Uni-
versity of Minnesota archives. So they 
searched newspapers online. In the 
early part of the 20th century, they 
found Black newspapers much more 
helpful than other publications. 

“These newspapers painted a pic-
ture of a vibrant African American 
community in Saint Paul, reporting 
events at churches and schools and 
celebrations,” Neiwert said. “What 
we couldn’t fi nd were a lot of stories 
about housing.”

Then, through the Minnesota His-

torical Society, Neiwert found a ref-
erence to a New York newspaper 
story about housing segregation and 
inequality in Summit Hill in 1909. It 
involved a duplex owned by a Black 
dentist, Dr. Bell. He did not live in the 
duplex, but rented the lower and up-
per units to Black families.

“As far as we could tell, these were 
the fi rst Black families to move into 
Summit Hill,” Neiwert said. “The 
white neighbors were not pleased 
and started what they called ‘indig-
nation meetings’ to talk about their 
unhappiness.” 

One of the Black families moved 
out fairly quickly when they were met 
with their neighbors’ displeasure, ac-
cording to Neiwert. The other family, 
a Black woman whose husband may 
have worked out of town, eventually 
moved away “when the neighbors 
implemented a plan of harassment 
and intimidation,” she said. “They 
rang her doorbell at all hours. They 
threw rocks at her windows.

“I expected I would fi nd stories 
about the Summit Hill duplex in the 
Black newspapers,” Neiwert said, 
“but I didn’t. In history, though, what 
you don’t fi nd can say almost as much 
as what you do fi nd. It strikes me 
that perhaps (racial discrimination) 
wasn’t news to the Black community 
in Saint Paul.”

Admission to the June 15 program is 
free.  To register to attend in person or 
virtually, visit tinyurl.com/yv8knhs7.

Using U.S. Census data, Saint Catherine University students created the bar graph above to show how the percentage of all-white neighbor-
hoods increased between 1900 and 1940, a trend attributed to housing discrimination related to prejudice, racial covenants and redlining.

1� RACIAL COVENANTS

1� SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET

Increasing Share of
All-White Enumeration 

Districts in Ramsey
County (1910-1940)
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Highland Bridge master develop-
er Ryan Companies is working with 
University of Saint Thomas (UST) 
officials to obtain the needed city 
approvals. Ryan and UST expect to 
appear before the HDC Community 
Development Committee monthly 
through September as they work to 
secure the necessary city approvals.

Saint Paul City Council member 
Chris Tolbert of Ward 3 also en-
couraged community members to 
participate in the process and make 
their wishes known. While he has 
not taken a stance on any proposed 
changes, Tolbert said, he called the 
possibilities of a sports complex at 
Highland Bridge “intriguing” and is 
interested in the prospect of shared 
community use. “The University of 
Saint Thomas is a valued neighbor 
and a sports complex could add a lot 
of value to the site,” he said.

Tolbert added that he does not 
want to see any of the planned housing 
lost on the Ford site. “One of the biggest 
attributes of the master plan is that it calls 
for almost 4,000 housing units, which are 
badly needed,” he said.

The Ford site master plan was adopted 
in 2017, before Ford Motor Company chose 
Ryan Companies as the master developer 
of Highland Bridge. The master plan was 
amended in 2019, after Ryan was chosen.

“When amendments are made to a mas-
ter plan, it involves a months-long process 
that includes several applications, public 
hearings and council actions,” said Mau-
reen Michalski, Ryan’s vice president for 
real estate development. “The recently 
submitted amendments for the University 
of Saint Thomas athletic complex was the 
first step in the process, and all applica-
tions will need to be approved before the 
athletic complex can advance.”

The new sports facilities would displace 
the offices, other commercial uses, city 
park and 110 affordable housing units that 
have been eyed for that area of Highland 
Bridge. The park and affordable housing 
would be located elsewhere on the 122-
acre Highland Bridge site, but the commer-

cial uses would be lost. The changes would 
also affect the alignment of pedestrian and 
bike trails and other site features.

While the underlying zoning allows 
new sports facilities, several technical 
changes to the master plan are needed. Mi-
nor changes can be made by city staff, but 
substantive changes need Planning Com-
mission and City Council approval. These 
changes range from allowing field fencing 
and light posts to revising minimum densi-
ty requirements, transportation plans and 
building design.

UST issued the following statement: 
“From our standpoint, we are still in the 
early stages of what we expect to be a long 
process. We are just beginning to work 
with the city on various land use approv-
als as we go through the many steps to de-
termine if the Highland Bridge site is the 
best fit, and we are continuing to explore 
financing options. The university expects 
these processes to continue for several 
months.”

When asked if other sites are being con-
sidered for the new athletic facilities, UST 
stated that while new options continue to 
be explored, Saint Paul is the preferred lo-
cation.

By Jane McClure

Billy’s on Grand’s request for a sound-
level variance for a June 5 Grand Days 
event was denied on a 4-1 vote by 

the Saint Paul City Council on June 1. City 
Council member Rebecca Noecker, whose 
Ward 2 includes Billy’s at 857 Grand Ave., 
made the motion for denying the permit, 
saying the bar and restaurant first needs to 
build trust among its neighbors. 

Noecker cited a City Council decision in 
March to fine Billy’s $500 and add more 
conditions to its operating license in re-
sponse to numerous police calls to the 
bar and restaurant and an investigation 
by the city’s Department of Safety and In-
spections (DSI). “I don’t believe a business 
should be forever punished,” Noecker said. 
However, trust needs to be earned before 
variances can be approved, she added.

The Summit Hill Association (SHA) Zon-
ing and Land Use Committee in May ini-
tially recommended approval of Billy’s 
sound-level variance requests for events 
on June 5 and June 19. It wanted to see how 
those events played out before deciding on 
Billy’s sound-level variance requests for 
July 2, July 23 and August 20.

However, the SHA rescinded its support 
after learning that the information pre-
sented to the district council and neigh-
bors in late May differed from what was 

submitted to DSI. The district council was 
told that Billy’s would have a DJ inside the 
bar and restaurant and pipe the music out-
side. DSI was told there would be live mu-
sic on the patio.

SHA executive director Monica Haas said 
in a letter to the City Council that the dis-
trict council will consider future variance 
requests from Billy’s if the information 
presented is consistent with what is sent to 
city officials. 

Billy’s could not be reached for com-
ment. Wes Spearman and Chuck Gilbert 
of Billy’s management team DWD Group 
had said earlier that they were dropping 
the request to extend liquor service to the 
parking lot on June 5 in order to placate 
neighbors. They said they also have hired a 
private security firm.

In denying the variance request, No-
ecker was joined by council members Amy 
Brendmoen, Jane Prince and Chris Tolbert. 
Mitra Jalali voted against denial. Council 
members Dai Thao and Nelsie Yang were 
absent.

Action is still pending on Billy’s request 
for a 2 a.m. closing and other licenses the 
business needs to serve liquor and provide 
entertainment. In the meantime, DWD 
Group is operating under previous owner 
RJMP Group’s licenses. The SHA recom-
mended earlier this spring against allow-
ing the 2 a.m. closing.

Council denies Billy’s on Grand’s request 
for sound variance for an event on June 5

1b UST EXPANSION

The University of Saint Thomas is eyeing the former rail 
yard at the southeast corner of the Highland Bridge site 
(top) for a new hockey arena (1), softball and baseball 
fields (6 and 8), a practice facility (7) and a parking ramp 
(10). Mica Park would be moved to a new location (4). 
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By Casey Ek

Ramsey Middle School could well re-
open in September with a new name: 
Hidden River Middle School, a refer-

ence to an underground aquifer that runs be-
neath the school at 1700 Summit Ave.

Hidden River was the favorite among 
students and staff of the more than 200 
names that have been suggested over the 
past year. It won out over the nine other 
semi-finalists: Grand Summit, Hanwi, Im-
niza Ska, Mni Sota Makoce, Philando Cas-
tile, Reaching Stars, Summit, Wakpa Than-
ka, and Woksape middle school.

The school’s current namesake, Alexan-
der Ramsey (1815-1903), fell out of favor 
with students and staff at the school due to 
his relationship with the state’s American 
Indian population, according to Ramsey 
principal Teresa Vibar. “While Ramsey 
may have done some great things, he did 
some things that our students take offense 
to,” Vibar said.

A former Saint Paul mayor, Ramsey was 
the state’s territorial governor from 1849-
53 when he helped negotiate treaties be-
tween the U.S. government and the Dakota 
tribe in Minnesota. Following statehood 
in 1858, Ramsey served as governor from 
1860-63. In 1862, small bands of Dakotas 
attacked several white settlements and 
government outposts in southwestern 
Minnesota. Many of the factors that led to 
the ensuing six-week armed conflict were 
related to the U.S. government’s failure to 
comply with the treaties Ramsey helped 
negotiate, according to the Minnesota His-
torical Society (MHS).

Ramsey has been faulted for urging the 
extermination or exile of the Dakota in the 
aftermath of the war. More than 600 white 
people were killed in the conflict, and all 
but 120 of them were unarmed men, wom-

en and children, according to the MHS. 
Close to 100 Dakotas were killed in the 
war. Another 38 were executed for their 
role in the war, and from 130 to 300 Dako-
tas died from disease and harsh conditions 
while interned that winter in a concentra-
tion camp outside of Fort Snelling. 

“A school name is an outer representa-
tion of a school’s values and principles,” 
said Ramsey eighth-grader Katherine Nor-
ton-Bower. “If the name embodies a his-
tory of cruelty and hate, it contradicts the 
inclusive community that Ramsey strives 
to be.”

“It’s truly a joy to know that our school 
won’t be named after a racist murderer 
anymore,” said Ramsey sixth-grader Hafsa 
Ali. “Just think about how bad you’d feel 

being named after a guy who said killing 
Native Americans was OK. That’s just hor-
rible.”

The Saint Paul School Board is expected 
to ratify Hidden River as the new name for 
Ramsey Middle School at its meeting on 
June 21. According to school district policy, 
the proposed name must be read at three 
School Board meetings before it can be ad-
opted. The first two readings came at the 
May 10 Committee of the Board and May 
24 School Board meetings.

The name change comes after years of 
workshops among Ramsey students, fac-
ulty, staff, alumni and others. The pro-
cess was launched when Ramsey Student 
Council representatives brought up the 
idea and made a presentation to their fel-

low students. In November 2020, 87 per-
cent of Ramsey students voted in favor of 
a name change. The following month, 93 
percent of Ramsey faculty and staff voted 
in favor.

The school’s name-change commit-
tee has been collecting suggestions online 
for over a year. The suggestions were nar-
rowed down by applying a set of guiding 
principles: Twenty-five to 40 percent of the 
finalists for the new name were to reflect 
Dakota heritage; the committee was not to 
consider the names of people who are alive 
or have been dead for less than five years; 
the new name should reflect the heritage 
of Minnesota, the local community or stu-
dent body; and any namesake should have 
had a positive influence on the issues of 
race and inclusion.

“We want to be a building that honors all 
people,” Vibar said. 

In April Ramsey students and staff nar-
rowed the suggested names to 10 through 
ranked-choice voting. In May they voted 
again and narrowed the pool to five final-
ists, then took another vote. 

In the first round, Hidden River garnered 
150 votes, Philando Castile got 57, Summit 
got 56, Grand Summit got 53, and Hanwi 
got 46. In the second round, Hidden River 
led with 172 votes, Philando Castile got 65, 
Summit got 63 and Grand Summit got 60.  In 
the final round, Hidden River got 205 votes, 
Philando Castile got 72, and Summit got 83.

Ramsey School has had its name changed 
several times over the past century. In the 
1920s and ’30s, it was Maria Sanford Ju-
nior High School, named after a Univer-
sity of Minnesota English professor of the 
late 19th and early 20th centuries. Some-
time later, it adopted Ramsey as its name 
and became an elementary school before 
switching back to a junior high school in 
1965 and eventually a middle school.

Hidden River emerges as preferred name for Ramsey Middle

Ramsey principal Teresa Vibar looks over the results of the ranked-choice voting for a new name with 
representatives of the sixth-grade on the middle school’s student council.  PHOTO BY BRAD STAUFFER

By Jane McClure

Improving pedestrian safety 
and slowing traffic are among 
the primary concerns that 

have emerged as planning gets 
underway for the reconstruc-
tion of Grand Avenue between 
Snelling and Fairview avenues in 
2024.

More than a dozen people at-
tended a June 1 virtual open house 
to get an update on the project. 
Online comments have generated 
more than 500 responses to a sur-
vey and interactive map.

The public engagement process 
will continue this month. Com-
ments will be used by the Saint 
Paul Department of Public Works 
to draft alternative plans, said 
project manager Joe Widing.

By September, as many as five 
alternatives could be drafted. 
Another round of public reviews 
could take place in the fall before 
a preferred alternative is cho-
sen. Project staging, detours and 
street closures will be announced 
at a later date.

Public Works is seeking fund-
ing from MnDOT to rebuild the 
Snelling and Grand intersection, 
Widing said. That is not included 
in the original estimate of $6.99 
million to rebuild Grand between 
Snelling and Fairview.

The Grand Avenue project calls 
for replacing street pavement, 
sidewalks and underground utili-
ties. The existing cobra-style tall 
light poles would be replaced 
with lantern-style street lighting.

Grand’s pavement is in very 

poor shape in places. Public 
Works sees the project, which 
would be the first full reconstruc-
tion of that section of Grand in 
decades, as a chance to better ac-
commodate all modes of travel.

Pedestrian safety along the 
half-mile stretch of the street has 
emerged as a top priority, Widing 
said. That stretch includes Ma-
calester College, businesses, the 
middle school, and a mix of hous-
es and apartment buildings. The 
street’s 56-foot width between 
Macalester Street and Fairview, 
coupled with vehicle speeds, cre-
ate a hazards for pedestrians,  
according to Widing. 

Changes could be made to nar-
row the street and widen side-
walks and boulevards, Widing 
said. That could benefit busi-

nesses that use sidewalk space 
for patrons, but it could also ad-
versely affect businesses whose 
products are unloaded by trucks 
in the street.

Other needs that have emerged 
during the weeks of public input 
include upgrading aging infra-
structure, and improving Metro 
Transit’s Route 63 bus line. Most 
of the on-street parking on Grand 
would be retained. 

Several areas considered for 
changes have been discussed. 
One is where Grand bisects the 
Macalester College campus. A 
landscaped median installed 
there provides some level of safe-
ty for students to cross, but it is 
also confusing for motorists and 
is not accessible for people with 
disabilities.

Another safety concern is at 
Grand and Cambridge Street, 
where middle school students 
cross. The middle school has is-
sues of its own that affect Grand 
traffic during student pickup and 
drop-off times. 

Yet another issue is potential 
damage to buildings along the 
street, many of which are more 
than a century old. Scott Fares, 
co-owner of Wet Paint at 1684 
Grand Ave., urged Public Works 
to scrutinize buildings before, 
during and after construction. 

“We expect that we’ll end up 
with some harm,” Fares said.

To get more information and 
leave comments on the Grand re-
construction plans, visit tinyurl.
com/2p8ffedj.

Safety, traffic among concerns for Grand redo from Snelling-Fairview

coldwellbankerhomes.comHighland Park   1991 Ford Pkwy.  651-698-2481
Crocus Hill  821 Grand Ave.  651-227-9144

 N
ew

 N
ew

  P
ric

e!

  P
ric

e!
 N

ew
 N

ew

  P
ric

e!

  P
ric

e! N
ew

 N
ew

  P
ric

e!

  P
ric

e!

79 WESTERN UNIT 602
Spectacular top-floor SW facing condo in the Historic 
Commodore Hotel. Features include elevators, private outdoor 
shared patio space, w/underground parking & FP. Open & airy, 
sunny & bright, w/impressive views, you’ll love the short walk to 
Frosts, University Club, Summit Ave & the shops & restaurants 
on Grand/Selby! Call today!    
BRIAN WAGNER
651-497-4387
SARAH KINNEY MATCHMAKER
651-231-2211

     

63 AVON STREET
An incredibly spacious 1300 TSF 1BR, 1BA condo w/ 
detached garage steps away from all that Grand Ave. has 
to offer. Open & airy, sunny & bright, newer appliances 
& windows within this unit.  A pet friendly building with a 
common shaded patio for you to enjoy your iced tea his 
summer.  Call for details.     
BRIAN WAGNER
651-497-4387
SARAH KINNEY MATCHMAKER
651-231-2211

     

449 PORTLAND #2
This is a stunning 4 bedroom, 3 bath condo boast-
ing over 2700 tsf with two car heated garage.  The 
home comes with AC minisplits and a Juliet deck 
which overlooks Portland Avenue. 
Gleaming wood floors and two dec-
orative fireplaces. A kitchen for the 
chef that loves to cook. Call today!    
      BRIAN WAGNER
         651-497-4387

Are you dreaming of owning your home?   
Are you wondering in this changing market 
what your home is worth today.
Give me a call and we can set up
a virtual or in person meeting with no
obligation to help get you prepared and
answer your individual questions.

BRIAN WAGNER  •  651-497-4387
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Grand Avenue Office
700 Grand Ave • 651- 224-4321

Highland Park Office
723 S Cleveland • 651- 698-2434edinarealty.com

Grand Avenue Office
700 Grand Ave • 651- 224-4321

Highland Park Office
723 S Cleveland • 651- 698-2434

edinarealty.com

Edina Realty leads local market
for 22nd consecutive year!

2021 results show more than
30,000 transactions totaling nearly $10.8 billion in sales

1305 HARTFORD AVE
The primary suite will knock your 
socks off! It features vaulted ceilings, 
gas FP & meditation alcove. Star 
gaze thru the skylights above the bed. 
Recently updated kitchen w/granite 
countertops, lots of high-end lighting.  
651 202-8091 $515,000 Steve Freeman

BRICK BEAUTY!
361 Laurel, Gorgeous, 2 story, 
brick, newer construction, 
in the heart of Historic Area. 
4 BR, 3 bath, balcony, 2 pa-
tios, attached 2 car. A perfect 
townhouse alternative.
612 751-0729              $800's

GEORGIAN STUNNER! 
1465 Summit Ave: Breathtak-
ing 5BR Colonial w/gorgeous 
gardens front and back, English 
walnut wdwrk, porches, sun-
rooms, library, French doors, 2 
master suites, superb light.
612 751-0729     $1,350,000Mary HardyMary Hardy

1767 DIANE ROAD
Extraordinarily maintained! 3BRs + 
office, 4BAs, 3 car gar. Main level 
offers open floor plan, upstairs you'll 
be impressed with the huge BRs; 
finished LL w/space to add another 
BR (or two!) & still have living space.
651 343-0466        $750,000Julie Christensen Nicole Lettner

SUNFISH LAKE RAMBLER
45 Salem Church Road. Luxury 
Artisan Home built in 2015 on 
2.5 acres.  Spacious 4BR/5BA 
walkout with true main floor liv-
ing and must-see lower level with 
golf simulator. 
651 331-1735     $2,100,000Nicole Lettner

KINGS MAPLEWOOD
2253 Saint Clair. Stunning 
5BR/5BA Colonial on oversized 
lot just a block to the River Blvd.  
Thoughtful renovations blend 
modern convenience and clas-
sic character.
651 331-1735     $1,250,000

By Brian Johnson

Robert Bushard’s ’57 Chevy is a familiar 
site in his Merriam Park neighbor-
hood. The classic ride—a bright red 

ragtop model with a 350 crate engine and a 
turbo transmission—was built for cruising 
in the poodle-skirt and greaser era, and it’s 
still going strong. Unlike other classic car 
owners, Bushard isn’t afraid to take his pride 
and joy out for a spin. 

“I drive it all the time,” Bushard said. “I 
usually put like 5,000 miles a year on it. 
I’m on my third engine, second transmis-
sion, second rear end. I just bought my 
ninth set of tires.”

Those new tires will be making tracks to 
the Minnesota State Fairgrounds on June 
17-19 for the Minnesota Street Rod Associa-
tion’s 48th annual Back to the ’50s Week-
end, a yearly attraction for gearheads and 
classic car lovers from across the United 
States. Bushard’s ’57 Chevy will be among 
the 12,000 classic cars on display. Food 
vendors, children’s games, live music and a 

swap meet will also be featured. 
New this year is an appearance by Justin 

Nichols and his crew from the television 
show “Wrench’d.” Nichols and company 
will meet fans, sign autographs and “sell 
their wares,” according to Wally Burchill, a 
member of the MSRA board and one of the 
organizers of what has become the largest 
three-day show of its kind in the nation. 

“We usually get participants from all 50 
states, as well as Canada when they’re al-
lowed to cross the border,” he said. “We 
also have a number of international par-
ticipants and spectators.”

Back to the ’50s has come a long way 
from its humble beginnings. The inaugu-
ral Back to the ’50s was a single-day affair 
that drew about 140 vehicles to the Mid-
way Shopping Center parking lot in 1974, 
according to Gene Sonnen, a charter mem-
ber of the MSRA and one of the organizers 
of the original event. 

In the early days, participants would 
get together after the show and “go for 
a cruise,” said Sonnen, who grew up in 

Macalester-Groveland and still lives in the 
neighborhood. “It was small enough that 
we could handle that.” 

Participation grew to 400 vehicles in 
1975. A year later, the car show outgrew 
its Midway location and moved to the 
more spacious fairgrounds, Sonnen said. 
Through the years, the event continued to 
grow with more cars and more attractions.

“The word got out. It got bigger, and we 
kept adding stuff,” said Sonnen, a proud 
owner of three 1940-vintage Fords—a 
coupe, a sedan and a woody wagon. So 
persistent was the growth that organizers 
eventually limited participation to vehicles 
from 1964 and earlier, Sonnen said. 

Mark Kluge, of Forest Lake, is a long-
time Back to the ’50s fan and participant. 
He brings at least one car to the show just 
about every year, he said. His entry this 
year is a 1940 Willys Coupe. People show 
up to admire the cars and take in the enter-
tainment, but it’s a social event as well, ac-
cording to Kluge. “We have a lot of friends 
who go there,” he said. “Some of these peo-
ple we see only once a year.”

Like Bushard, Steve Boche of West Saint 
Paul is the proud owner of a ’57 Chevy. 
The two-tone green beauty with a 283 en-
gine is identical to the one Boche’s parents 
bought new. “My dad had a ball driving it,” 
he said. “A week before he passed away, he 
was driving it.”

Also sitting in Boche’s garage is a 1958 
Chevy Apache pickup and a 1920s-vintage 
Ford Model TT truck. “I haven’t tried to 
fire it up yet,” Boche said of the Ford. “It 
just looks like a skeleton right now. It’s got 
the wood-spoke wheels on it. The whole 
drive train is done, but the body needs to 
be built. That’ll be one of my upcoming 
projects.” Boche, who repaired auto bodies 
for a living, had his own shop on University 
Avenue in the 1980s. 

From local mechanics to national ce-
lebrities, people from all walks of life have 
shown up for the Back to the ’50s Week-
end. Among the more famous classic car 
enthusiasts is a former host of the “To-
night Show.”

“I’ve seen Jay Leno out there quite a few 
times,” Boche said. 

When cars were cool
48th annual Back to ’50s Weekend 
revisits the golden age of the auto

Gene Sonnen of Macalester-Groveland took part in the first Back to the ’50s Weekend in 1974. He will 
return for the Minnesota Street Rod Association’s 48th annual showcase on June 17-19 at the state 
fairgrounds. Here he and his friend Denise Ciola pose beside his 1940 Ford Deluxe Coupe. 

The interior of Gene Sonnen’s 1940 Ford Sedan.  PHOTOS BY CHRISTINE WISCH
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By Jane McClure

Plans for a 1.5-mile balcony 
along the Mississippi river- 
front in downtown Saint 

Paul are nearing completion. The 
public will be able to view designs 
at an in-person open house from 
11 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, June 25, 
at Kellogg Mall Park. 

Attendees can view refined de-
sign concepts for the promenade, 
share comments and ask ques-
tions of the project team. Walk-
ing tours will be offered at 11 a.m., 
noon and 1 p.m. The K-Town 
Street Foods food truck will be 
on-site from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Inter-
active play activities will be of-
fered for children. Masks are not 
required.

With design work 75 percent 
complete, the open house is need-
ed to seek further public input, 
said Brett Hussong, landscape ar-
chitect for the Saint Paul Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation. He 
reviewed plans this spring with 
the City Council. The last public 
open house was held virtually in 
February. 

“We’ve received a lot of positive 
feedback,” Hussong said. Those 
comments have shaped the ambi-
tious design, which is scheduled 
to be finished in time for a public 
celebration this fall.

The river balcony is part of the 
city’s Great River Passage Initia-

tive, extending from the Seven 
Corners area near Xcel Energy 
Center to Union Depot. It would 
run along the top of the river bluff 
and connect several public spaces 
and landmarks. It would also pro-
vide connections to the Missis-
sippi River, the Samuel Morgan 
Trail, Lower Landing Park, City 
House and other destinations.

The river connections are a key 
part of the balcony plans. They 
could include enhancing stairs 
and terraces by the Science Mu-
seum and providing new sloping 
trails closer to City Hall, Seven 
Corners and Kellogg Mall Park.

Council members said they 
welcome direct river connections. 
“If I had to describe to someone 
how to get to the river from City 
Hall, it’d be really difficult,” said 
Ward 3 council member Chris 
Tolbert.

While the river balcony project 
is exciting, it also may be one of 
the city’s most challenging proj-
ects. “There are a lot of different 

players,” Hussong said. 
Those players include River-

Centre/Xcel Energy Center, Sci-
ence Museum, District Energy, 
Ramsey County, Saint Paul, area 
businesses and AECOM, which is 
working with the county to con-
struct the Riversedge project on 
the former county jail and West 
Publishing properties.

Ideas for the river balcony have 
been in the works since the larg-
er Great River Passage Plan won 
council approval in 2013. Design 
work began in October 2021.

After the design is done later 
this year, Parks and Recreation 
and the nonprofit Great River 
Passage Conservancy will decide 
on various development part-
ner roles and responsibilities. A 
longer-term goal is to seek fund-
ing and to eventually release a re-
quest for proposals for construc-
tion. Construction is likely to be 
phased in.

Capital and long-term mainte-
nance costs for the project have 
not been determined yet.

Building on what is already in 
place along the bluff is one of the 
goals of the project. Another is to 
establish critical connections and 
create distinctive elements along 
the balcony, including space for 
public activities and programs.

Some challenges were raised 
during the February workshop, 
Hussong said. While people like 
the idea of walking from the bluff 
to the river, Shepard Road and 
railroad tracks provide significant 
barriers.

Another challenge is between 
the river and Kellogg Mall Park. 
Second Street extends from Kel-
logg Boulevard to Sibley Street. 
That area could provide more 
space for activities below the Wa-
basha and Robert street bridges, 
but it also is an area where public 
safety could be a concern.

Planners have split the river 
balcony into a west segment from 
Seven Corners to Wabasha Street 
and an east segment from Wa-
basha to Union Depot. Each seg-
ment has a number of new ideas 
as well as ways to use the existing 
site. One example is transform-
ing the RiverCentre parking ramp 
to add a tailgating plaza. There 
would also be a connection down 
to a proposed amphitheater near 
the river and Science Museum.

One area where the city will 
have a lot of direct say is Kellogg 
Mall Park, which it owns, and the 
space below the park. Ideas call 
for closing part of Second Street to 
motor vehicle traffic and creating 
a pedestrian corridor, Hussong 
said. That could provide space for 
sports courts, vendor kiosks and 
river overlooks. 

For more information about 
the project, visit greatriverpas-
sage.org/projects/river-balcony.

The River Balcony is a proposed 1.5-mile promenade along downtown Saint Paul’s river bluff.

Plans for River Balcony 
are continuing to build

“If I had to describe 
to someone how to get 
to the river from City 

Hall, it’d be really 
difficult,” said Ward 3 
council member Chris 

Tolbert.
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By Jane McClure

Without help from the 2022 Min-
nesota Legislature, Ramsey 
County officials face the daunt-

ing task of providing shelter for homeless 
people with the county’s own funds—ei-
ther that or see more people living in out-
door encampments.

The County Board on May 24 took three 
actions to continue providing housing for 
the short term. One is a loan of up to $5.8 
million from the county’s general fund bal-
ance to meet the current cash flow needs 
of the Homeless Shelter Project. That is the 
second loan this year to help cover shelter 
costs. In January the County Board ap-
proved a $5 million loan.

The County Board also voted to extend 
until June 22 the leases for Luther Semi-
nary’s Stub Hall in Saint Anthony Park and 
for Mary Hall in downtown to continue 
providing housing for the homeless. The 

hope was that by the end of June the state 
Legislature will have provided some level 
of funding for homeless shelters.

Commissioners view the homeless situ-
ation in Saint Paul as a statewide issue due 
to the number of homeless people who are 
not from Ramsey County. A survey con-
ducted several months ago indicated that 
almost half of those in need of shelter were 
not from the county. Just under 30 percent 
were from Minnesota communities out-
side of the county, 18 percent were from 
out of state, and another 11 percent did not 
have a clearly defined permanent address. 

State Representative Rena Moran (DFL-
District 65A) and Senator David Senjem 
(R-Rochester) worked together on a bill 
to provide up to $14.5 million annually for 
five years for Ramsey County’s emergency 
shelter operations. The annual allocation 
was later reduced by state lawmakers to $8 
million and then to $6 million. However, 
the session ended on May 23 with no ac-

tion taken on the county’s homeless pre-
vention efforts. It is not known if a special 
session of the Legislature will be called.

“A lot of things we care about were left 
undone” by the Legislature, said Coun-
ty Board chair Trista MatasCastillo. She 
called the lack of funding for the homeless 
“extremely disappointing.”

County officials have intensified efforts 
to house the homeless since the beginning 
of the COVID-19 pandemic in early 2020, 
spending more than $50 million to provide 
help for about 1,800 people. Congregate 
shelters and large outdoor encampments 
were replaced with new shelters that had 
room for social distancing. The shelters 
were paid for through a variety of sources, 
including federal CARES Act and American 
Recovery Plan funds, Community Devel-
opment Block Grants, other federal funds 
and the Minnesota Department of Human 
Services. However, the federal and state 
dollars have run out.

Ramsey County is now seeking funding 
from the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency for reimbursement for eligible ex-
penses related to homeless shelters. Com-
missioners are concerned they may not be 
able to pay back the two Homeless Shelter 
Project loans with available resources.

Ramsey County provided as many as 500 
shelter beds during the pandemic with the 
help of nonprofit organizations, hotels and 
others. County officials had hoped to sus-
pend the extended shelter system by June, 
but a surge in COVID has delayed matters.

Nevertheless, a shelter at the former 
Bethesda Hospital near the Capitol closed 
in May, as did the Freedom House day shel-
ter on West Seventh Street. The county’s 
Housing Stability team is now working 
with outside partners to continue support 
beyond June for Provincial House, the shel-
ter for homeless families run by Interfaith 
Action in the Sisters of Saint Joseph’s build-
ing at 1890 Randolph Ave.

By Jane McClure

A31/2-story building in Ramsey Hill 
that has been used for the past 47 
years as transitional housing for 

people who had completed their prison 
sentences will reopen as supportive hous-
ing for up to 17 low-income residents. The 
Saint Paul Planning Commission granted 
RS Eden a conditional use permit on May 
27 for the new use at 532 Ashland Ave.

Built as a duplex in 1890, 532 Ashland 
was issued a permit in 1974 for use as 17 
rooming units. Since 1975 the building has 
been used as a licensed correctional resi-
dential facility called Re-Entry Ashland. It 

housed as many as 36 people at a time as 
they transitioned from incarceration. That 
use ended in late 2021, and the building 
has been vacant ever since.

RS Eden has worked with the Summit-
University Planning Council to address the 
concerns of neighbors about the facility. 
The SUPC ultimately recommended that 
the permit be approved.

According to senior city planner Tony 
Johnson, both the previous and new uses 
of the property meet the zoning code defi-
nition of congregate living, a legally non-
conforming use in the zoning district. A 
permit is needed because the new use will 
have more than seven residents, Johnson 

said. The permit is for the number of resi-
dents only.

The new supportive housing meets all of 
the required conditions for the permit, in-
cluding a minimum of 1,320 feet from any 
other supportive housing, correctional res-
idential facilities, emergency housing and 
shelters for battered persons. 

Founded almost 50 years ago, RS Eden 
provides permanent and supportive hous-
ing, reentry services after incarceration, 
and substance use recovery programs in 
the Twin Cities. According to its president 
and CEO Caroline Wood, the Ashland resi-
dence will provide apartments that are af-
fordable to people making no more than 

30 percent of the Twin Cities’ area median 
income. The residents will have their own 
rooms but share kitchens and bathrooms. 

RS Eden has submitted plans for build-
ing renovations, according to Johnson. 
Most of the changes are to the interior. RS 
Eden plans to add an accessible lift to the 
back of the building and have a ground-
floor unit with an accessible bathroom.

Last month the Ramsey County Board 
allocated $1,920,858 in American Res-
cue Plan funds to the project as part of its 
support for 18 affordable housing projects 
countywide. That is about half of what is 
needed to renovate the building. Construc-
tion is expected to begin in 2023.

Ramsey County is scrambling to maintain shelters for the homeless

Former Re-Entry Ashland facility to reopen as deeply affordable housing
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By Emmy Bohmbach

If you pay attention, you’ll notice that the sidewalks 
along Summit Avenue change patterns every few 
paces. The typical wide squares will turn to horizontal 

slats, to square grids, to hexagons if you walk far enough. 
Almost every sidewalk is lined with tulips and lavender 
trees. In many places, there are wrought-iron fences that 
sculpt the border between public street and private lawn.

There are no dead trees on Summit. Each tree that lines 
the edge of a house or stands in a yard is a vibrant green. 
The leaves give off the scent of fresh spring air as you pass 
by. The neighborhood is almost like a fantasy; it seems too 
perfect to be in the middle of metropolitan chaos. When 
you walk past the grand houses and historic mansions, 
chaos doesn’t exist. On this hill, time stops.

Spring had just arrived when my father and I took our 
most recent walk along Summit. There was a slight chill 
in the air, and the fl owers had barely bloomed. We began 
our walk in a different place than our previous walk, 
and instead of heading toward the main street of the 
neighborhood, we turned the opposite way and headed 
toward buildings we hadn’t seen before. It wasn’t long 
before we had to turn back for an umbrella. Droplets 
covered the ground in small dots until every street was 
painted a darker hue than it was before.

Though it was raining, it was easy to see that the sun 
was just waiting to make an appearance. A bright white 
fl ooded the sky, the rain was light, and the wind was 
barely moving. My father waited in the car while I roamed 
the cobblestone alleys under the umbrella. As I expected, 
the rain stopped only minutes after it began, and our walk 
was underway again.

As we walked, people jogging or walking their dogs 
passed by. I gave them quick smiles, and I wondered if 
they found as much beauty in this place as I do. When 
there are no people passing by on the sidewalk, there 
are cars passing by on the street. As the cars creep past, 
I liked to think that behind the tinted windows there 
are children in awe of the castle-like houses they see. I 
wonder if they notice the steeples on some houses or the 
detailed carvings on others. I wonder if they’ll remember 
this place as they grow older. I like to think they’ll come 
back and walk the street as I do now.

There is a house on a corner that we passed, and if there 
wasn’t a car in the driveway I would’ve thought the house 
was abandoned. Ivy climbed the side of the house and 
wrapped its arms around the gutters and windowsills. 
The ivory curtains were pulled shut, and the window 
panes looked like they were untouched by anything 
except dust. The yard was overgrown with crabgrass and 
dandelions, and the steps were brown with dirt. Even so, 

the house was beautiful. The brick that lined the exterior 
was a rich brown, the unkempt yard was sparkling green, 
and each curve and edge of the house seemed as though 
it had been carved by the gods themselves. That is the 
beauty of Summit Avenue: nothing is ordinary, everything 
is alive and elegant.

We neared the end of our walk, having circled back 
to the place where our car was parked. By now all the 
raindrops had been dried by sun. I realized that I wasn’t 
tired. In fact, I’m never tired after a walk along Summit 
Avenue. My skin doesn’t burn under the sun. My eyes 
don’t droop. My legs don’t falter. It’s as though my body 
believes it criminal to experience any kind of pain in a 
place so beautiful.

As I opened the door to our car, I remembered how hard 
it is to leave this place. I know that when I come back, the 
bright red tulips will be wilted, and the sweet smelling 
magnolia trees will have lost their pink. I know that by 
the time I make it back, the green leaves might have 
turned to orange ones or perhaps left empty branches. 
It pains me to know that I cannot stay here forever, that 
I cannot watch the changes happen. But I know that I’ll 
be back, and just like before, it will be the same Summit 
Avenue I fell in love with on my fi rst trip up the hill.

Emmy Bohmbach, 17, lives in Red Wing. 

Seeing Summit through a visitor’s eyes INBOX
Freedom and gun control

I have tried to have faith that all our kids will be OK 
in this country. But it’s hard when the people who are 
responsible for making laws say things like, “You can’t 
legislate evil,” “It’s just one deranged person,” “We have 
to deal with mental illness,” and “We have a right to own 
a rapid-fi re weapon.”

What about the right for our children to go to school 
and learn without the anxiety of lockdown drills? Is it 
freedom to have armed guards and body armor, armed 
teachers, special doors and locks and metal detectors in 
school? That doesn’t sound like any free place I know.

I heard a Texas senator say this shooter had problems, 
and no laws will change that. That sounds like a cop-out 
to me.

Andrea Freidberg
Highland Park

Leave the locks and dams alone
Regarding the possible removal of the locks and 

dams on the Twin Cities stretch of the Mississippi River 
(MyVillager, May 11): After study and more arguments pro 
and con, I say leave them alone.

The Upper Saint Anthony Falls lock, as has been 
pointed out in MyVillager, is holding back invasive carp 
from further incursion upstream. The Lower Saint 
Anthony Falls Lock and Dam is apparently of use to those 
who do water sports. And Lock and Dam No. 1 formerly 
served the hydroelectric power needs of Ford Motor 
Company’s assembly plant. Surely, it would be wise to 
continue using the turbines there to provide renewable 
power for the thousands of dwellings being crammed 
onto the former Ford property.

Let’s not mess with changes that aren’t needed and 
could do a world of hurt.

Kathleen Deming
Macalester-Groveland

Stop the thievery
Let’s have the Legislature pass a law: Catalytic 

converters may not be scrapped out in Minnesota unless 
they are attached to a junked vehicle. That’s not too hard 
to fi gure out, is it?

Steve Horak
West End

Letters to the editor and longer guest editorials may 
be sent to MyVillager, 241 S. Cleveland Ave., Suite V, 
Saint Paul, MN 55105, emailed to letters@myvillager.
com or submitted at myvillager.com/editorial.

The sun-dappled sidewalk on Lawton Avenue invites passersby to 
stroll past the home at 476 Summit Ave. that was constructed in 
1883-85 for Chauncey and Martha Griggs.

Thank you for 
becoming a 
member of 
MyVillager
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National 
Service
Award 
Winner

By Jane McClure

Outdoor classroom space at 
Groveland Park Elementary 
School, renovation of a new 

home for Walker West Music Acad-
emy and improvements to several 
local small businesses are among 
70 projects competing for the city of 
Saint Paul’s 2022 Neighborhood Sales 
Tax Revitalization (STAR) grants and 
loans. STAR board review begins this 
month on the applications, which 
were due by mid-May.

The 21-member board will make its 
recommendations to the mayor and 
City Council this summer. District 
councils will also review the applica-
tions. The Saint Paul Planning Com-
mission will review applications for 
consistency with the city’s compre-
hensive and neighborhood plans. The 
mayor will then weigh in before a fi -
nal vote by the City Council.

Project requests total $6.2 million, 
including 2 million in loans and $4.2 
million in grants. Matching funds 
required for the projects total $23 
million. 

However, most projects will not be 
funded. Last year, 24 projects shared 
an allocation of $1 million in grants 
and more than $629,000 in loans in a 
fi eld of 74 applicants.

Here is a look at some of the local 
requests:

• The Friends of Groveland PTO 
wants a $37,000 grant with a 
$45,000 match for a 100th anniver-
sary project at Groveland Park Ele-
mentary School, 2045 Saint Clair Ave. 
The plans include improving storm 
water management and creating an 

outdoor classroom.
• Walker West wants a $100,000 

grant and $100,000 loan with a $5.92 
million match for its move from 790 
Selby Ave. to 650 Marshall Ave. The 
music academy also has a bonding 
request before the state Legislature to 
cover part of the cost.

• The Science Museum of Minne-
sota is seeking a $100,000 grant with 
a $100,000 match to update interior 
lighting to LED. 

• The Minnesota Museum of Art 
wants a $100,000 grant with a $1.27 
million match for the restoration of 
part of the building’s arcade and ren-
ovation of gallery space. 

• The Victoria Arts Center, 825 Uni-
versity Ave., wants a $100,000 grant 
with a $100,803 match to build out 
lobby and multi-use spaces.

• Keystone Community Servic-
es wants a $100,000 grant with a 
$100,000 match for stucco and a mu-
ral on the exterior of its new food shelf 
on University Avenue.

• Vina Restaurant, 756 S. Cleve-
land Ave., wants a $100,000 grant 
and a $100,000 loan with a $284,566 
match for interior improvements.

• Billy’s on Grand, 857 Grand Ave., 
wants a $50,000 grant and a $50,000 
loan with a $50,000 match to resur-
face walkways, make interior im-
provements and replace equipment.

• Trapped Puzzle Rooms wants 
a $60,000 loan and $60,000 grant 
with a $120,000 match to build out 
space in an undisclosed West End lo-
cation.

• Plant Bar Cafe wants a $50,000 
loan and $75,000 grant with a 
$75,000 match to renovate a com-

mercial building at 781 Selby Ave.
• Rouge Urban Salon, 1743 Selby 

Ave., wants a $14,028 grant and 
$26,056 loan with a $26,056 match to 
install solar panels.

• Nothing But Hemp, 844 Grand 
Ave., wants a $25,000 grant with 
an equal match to make inte-
rior improvements and purchase 
equipment.

• The Asian Economic Develop-
ment Association wants a $100,000 
grant with an equal match to con-
tinue its Little Mekong project on 
University Avenue.

• The Twin Cities Housing Develop-
ment Corporation wants a $200,000 
grant with a $625,000 match to reno-
vate commercial space in a mixed-use 
building on Selby Avenue and Milton 
Street into eight affordable housing 
units and a community room.

• ANEW Chemical Health Services 
wants a $43,350 grant with an equal 
match to renovate Mary Kay’s Manor, 
a sober house at 773 Armstrong Ave.

• Women’s Advocates, 588 Grand 
Ave., wants an $11,243 grant with an 
equal match to make exterior build-
ing repairs.

The STAR funds come from the 
city’s extra half-percent sales tax, 
with half of the proceeds going to 
neighborhood projects and the rest 
split between Saint Paul RiverCentre 
and cultural projects. 

City Council members have stated 
that they would like to see more sales 
tax proceeds dedicated to neighbor-
hood projects, but over the years the 
money has been shifted to cover other 
city capital costs and help balance 
the budget.

Local projects reach for Neighborhood STAR

The Minnesota Highway Safety Center will offer a 55+ 
Driver Discount refresher course from noon-4 p.m. Thurs-
day, June 16, at the Thompson Park Activity Center, 1200 
Stassen Lane, West Saint Paul. There also will be full eight-
hour courses from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Wednesday and Thursday, 
June 15-16, at Saint Paul Education and Service Center, 
1780 W. Seventh St.; and from noon-4 p.m. Wednesday 
and Thursday, June 22-23, at Thompson Park. The cost 
is $24 for the refresher and $28 for the full course. Visit 

driverdiscountprogram.com or call 1-888-234-1294 for 
more information.

Saint Paul Neighborhoods ACT on Alzheimer’s is now 
Dementia Friends Twin Cities. Zoom meetings are be-
ing held from noon-1 p.m. the second Wednesday of the 
month, including June 8 and July 13. The meetings are held 
to share information and support others in facilitating 
Dementia Friends information sessions and other events. 
To sign up, visit tinyurl.com/yhd3p2ue. 

Senior News
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Songs of the old country are providing relief for war-torn Ukraine
By Carolyn Walkup

While air raid sirens 
blare and bombs 
explode in faraway 

Ukraine, a Twin Cities band is fill-
ing the local air waves with music 
to raise money for the victims of 
that bloody war with Russia.

Founded in 2007 as a party or 
“zabava” band specializing in 
Ukrainian folk music, the Ukrai-
nian Village Band ceased all pub-
lic performances after the war 
broke out in February. The sextet 
reasoned that this was not the 
time for celebration. But as the 
requests piled up to perform and 
raise money for Ukrainian relief, 
they relented.

The Ukrainian Village Band is 
now donating performance fees 
and cover charges to organiza-
tions that provide relief to injured 
soldiers and civilian refugees in 
Ukraine. To date, the band has 
raised $50,000, with many more 
gigs planned throughout the 
summer.

One of those gigs will be from 
2-5:30 p.m. Sunday, June 12, in 
the beer garden at Waldmann 
Brewery, 445 S. Smith Ave. Twin 
Cities accordionist Dan Newton 
and the local country band Led-
foot Larry will open the show. 
Tickets are $30, and proceeds will 
benefit Revived Soldiers Ukraine, 
an Orlando-based charity that 
provides medical and rehabilita-
tion services to injured Ukrainian 
soldiers. 

Waldmann proprietor Tom 
Schroeder has raised more than 
$12,000 for Ukrainian relief in 
his own right through a buy-one-
get-one beer promotion. As a 
public benefit corporation, Wald-
mann raises funds for a variety of 
causes. Schroeder chose Ukraini-
an war relief because “we’re hor-
rified and deeply saddened by the 
Russian assault on Ukraine,” he 
said. “We grieve for the besieged 
citizens of Kyiv and other cities 
and express our support for the 
Ukrain ian-American community 
in Minnesota.”

Five of the six members of the 

Ukrainian Village Band are Ukrai-
nian-American. Some have close 
relatives and friends in Ukraine 
and are concerned for their safety.

Accordionist and vocalist Olek-
siy Khrystych worries about his 
parents, cousins, aunts and un-
cles in central Ukraine. “Rockets 
flew over my hometown, where 
the target was the military base,” 
he said. 

Khrystych is a founding member 
of the band, which primarily plays 
at weddings, private parties and 
festivals. “We did 90 percent folk 
music at first and then added more 
rock and modern music,” he said. 

“All Ukrainian songs are about 
love–for each other, family and 
the homeland,” said Lev Fray-
man, an acoustic guitarist with 
the band. “We try to take people 
on a musical tour. We do a couple 
of patriotic songs that are relevant 
today. Many songs are polkas that 
people dance to. We’ve played 
more in the last few months than 
ever before. It has been therapeu-
tic for the mental trauma we are 
dealing with here.”

The band sings in Ukrainian di-
alects as well as Italian and Eng-
lish, according to violinist Emily 
Judge-Becker. Although she was 

trained in classical music, Judge-
Becker was drawn to the lively 
harmonies and rhythms of tradi-
tional Ukrainian music. “The first 
time I saw the Ukrainian Village 
Band in concert, I danced so hard 
I tore a leg muscle,” she said.

A resident of Saint Paul, Judge-
Becker is the only member of the 
band who is not of Ukrainian 
descent. However, since join-
ing the band three years ago, she 
has learned a great deal about 
Ukraine and now counts other 
band members and their fami-
lies as among her closest friends. 
“The whole Ukrainian-Minne-
sota community has welcomed 
me as an honorary member,” she 
said.

When performing, Judge-Beck-
er dresses in traditional Ukrai-
nian garb. She has even learned 
a little of the Ukrainian language. 
Judge-Becker has been especially 
moved by the outpouring of sup-
port for Ukraine from people both 
within and outside of the Ukrai-
nian-American community. “So 
far the rewards, both financial 
and otherwise, have been beyond 
anything we could’ve imagined,” 
she said. “We’re booked for fund-
raisers all the way into autumn.”

Food and beverages from Wald-
mann’s menu will be available 
during the June 12 benefit. The 
space for dancing will be limited, 
Schroeder said, but he won’t stop 
anyone from trying. For tickets, 
visit waldmannbrewery.com.

The Ukrainian Village Band in their traditional garb: (clockwise from left) Lev Frayman, Emily Judge-Becker, Oleksiy Khrystych, 
Viktoriya Kantor, Ivas Bryn and, in front, Stefan Iwaskewycz. 
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ost of what we know, our wisdom and knowledge has been passed 
to us through life experience. More specifically through storytelling. 
Your story comes from the experiences you have had, the laughter, 

the tears, the moments of pure joy and the moments of heartbreak.  
Your story is still being written.
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With age comes wisdom.With age comes wisdom.
And with our special Boomers & Beyond 

Issue comes a lot of wise customers.Federal funds to provide runway 
lighting upgrade at Holman Field

The Saint Paul Downtown Airport/Hol-
man Field plans to use $589,855 awarded 
by the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) to reconstruct its runway lighting. 

The funding is from the Airport Infra-
structure Grant (AIG) program, one of 
three aviation programs created by the 
federal Bipartisan Infrastructure Law. The 
act provides $15 billion over five years to 
upgrade the nation’s roads, bridges, transit 
and airports, among other things. Airports 
have until the end of fiscal year 2025 to use 
their 2022 AIG allocations.

Variances sought to turn former 
Merriam Park church into home

Bill and Lisa Jansen are seeking rear-yard 
setback and lot coverage variances to turn 
a former church at 1671 Summit Ave. into 
a private home. The structure, built as a 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints 
in 1952, was the longtime home of the Saint 
Paul Area Council of Churches—later In-
terfaith Action—and the Division of Indian 
Work. Many congregations also used the 
building for services.

The Jansens, who bought the property 
earlier this year, presented plans and won 
a recommendation of support from the 
Union Park District Council on June 1. Their 
request will be considered by the Saint Paul 
Board of Zoning Appeals on June 13.

The Jansens want to add a three-car 
garage behind the building. The garage 
would be 18 feet 9 inches from the property 
line, while the minimum setback is 25 feet.

Adding the garage, a porch addition at 
the east entrance and a lower-level ramp 
access requires a lot coverage variance of 6 
percent. Lot coverage of up to 35 percent is 
allowed and 41 percent is proposed.

The property is zoned for single-family 

use. Bill Jansen told the UPDC that the 
couple intends to keep the building’s front 
exterior much the way it looks now. “The 
steeple stays,” he said. 

The property is in the Summit Avenue 
West Historic district and any exterior 
changes would also require review and ap-
proval by the Saint Paul Heritage Preserva-
tion Commission.

Judge dismisses Edgcumbe Road  
neighbors’ lawsuit against city

Edgcumbe Road neighbors are weigh-
ing their options after a Ramsey County 
District Court judge ruled against them in 
late May. They have until late June to file an 
appeal.

The Edgcumbe Road Neighborhood 
Preservation Group sued the city of Saint 
Paul in June 2021 after months of debate 
over the reconstruction of their street. One 
argument used in the case cited the Min-
nesota Environmental Rights Act. Under 
MERA, citizens may bring suits for civil 
remedies when something interferes with 
their enjoyment of natural resources.

While past neighborhood meetings fo-
cused on opposition to sidewalks being 
paved in front of homes where none ex-
ist now, the court case focused on trees. 
The neighbors contend that construction 
would result in  the loss of a “25-foot swath 
of natural resources” on their street. City 
officials countered that of the 55 trees that 
will be lost, all but 19 are ash trees. Saint 
Paul is losing all of its ash trees to the inva-
sive emerald ash borer.

City officials said they plan to replace 
the lost trees with more trees than are  
removed.

The judge granted the city’s request for 
summary judgment and dismissed the 
case with prejudice.

News Briefs were compiled by Jane McClure 
and John Wadell.

News Briefs

Saint Thomas Academy’s 
Experimental Vehicle 
Team won the Urban Con-
cept Battery Electric divi-
sion at the MTEEA Super-
mileage Challenge on May 
8-10 at the Brainerd Inter-
national Speedway. The 
team’s battery-powered, 
one-person vehicle set a 
state-best 80 miles per 
kilowatt hour. (By compar-
ison, the most fuel-efficient 
Tesla gets 4 miles/kWH.) 
The team also won the De-
sign Proposal of the Year. This year’s team 
members include seniors Finn Chalmers, 
Andrew Miner, Joe Sabre and Tucker Foley; 
juniors Huy Do, Eric Zauha, Charles Da-
vis and William Boland; and sophomores 
Henry Batzler and Greta Westlake. Team 
moderators are Sara Krivak and Mark 
Westlake. 

Katie Nichols, a Cretin-Derham Hall 
alumna and 2021 graduate of the Univer-
sity of Minnesota, has been offered a Ful-
bright grant to study abroad during the 
2022-2023 academic year. Nichols plans 
to complete a master’s degree in European 
studies at Europa-Universitat Viadrina. 
After completing her degree, she plans to  
enter law school.

School District 197 (West Saint Paul-Men-
dota Heights-Eagan Area Schools) is one 
of 10 school districts in the state to receive 
$15,000 grants from the Minnesota De-

partment of Education to establish nurs-
ing assistant training programs for their 
students. The grants will help cover the 
cost of approved equipment, supplies and 
curriculum. They are part of the state’s 
Next Generation Nursing Assistant Train-
ing initiative, which successfully recruit-
ed and trained nearly 1,300 new nursing  
assistants earlier this year.

Central High School senior Emma Clift 
has been awarded the Star Scholarship 
from the P.E.O. Sisterhood, one of the larg-
est community based women’s organi-
zations in North America. Clift, who has 
dyslexia and ADHD, has been a member of 
the National Honor Society since her junior 
year. She was captain for both the girls’ 
tennis and badminton teams this year, and 
plays saxophone in the jazz and symphonic 
bands. She volunteers at several organiza-
tions in addition to Randolph Heights Ele-
mentary School. Clift plans to attend Saint 
Olaf College. 

School Notes

Saint Thomas Academy’s Experimental Vehicle Team.
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The following criminal incidents were com-
piled from Saint Paul and Mendota Heights 
police reports. For car and catalytic converter 
thefts and more crime reports not mentioned 
in this print edition, go to MyVillager.com.

Highland Park
Burglary—A man was arrested for try-

ing to break into Saint Patrick’s Guild, 1554 
Randolph Ave., on May 26.

—A burglary was reported on the 1600 
block of Niles Avenue on May 28-29.

—The Highland Collision Center, 2042 
W. Seventh St., was broken into on May 29.

Theft—Two thefts were reported at 
CorePower Yoga, 680 S. Cleveland Ave., on 
May 25. A vehicle also was reported stolen 
there that evening.

—A man stole several bottles of alcohol 
from Haskell’s, 2221 Ford Pkwy., on May 29.

Miscellaneous—Police were called to 
Cretin-Derham Hall, 550 S. Albert St., re-
garding a 37-year-old man knocking on the 
doors asking for a priest on May 20. He was 
arrested on an outstanding warrant for a 
probation violation.

—A 29-year-old man was arrested for 
drug possession and a felony theft warrant 
after he was found sleeping in a truck at 
Hidden Falls Regional Park on May 23.

Lexington-Hamline
Robbery—A 38-year-old man said he 

was assaulted by two male suspects who 
stole his baseball cap and coat on May 24, 
at Speedway, 399 N. Lexington Pkwy.

Burglary—Residential burglaries were  
reported on the 1200 block of Laurel Av-
enue on May 27-28, and the 1200 block of 
Summit Avenue on May 28.

Theft—Keys were reportedly taken from 
a locker and used to steal a vehicle at LA 
Fitness, 1370 University Ave., on May 19.

—A stolen vehicle was left in a private 
driveway after the driver crashed into a 
stone retaining wall on the 1100 block of 
Selby Avenue on May 20.

—A motorcycle was stolen on Dunlap 
Street and Hague Avenue on May 21.

Macalester-Groveland
Burglary—Red 6 Games, 1326 Grand 

Ave., was broken into and cash was stolen 
from the register on May 24.

—An empty cash register was broken 
into during a burglary of Precision Auto 
Tune, 360 S. Snelling Ave., on May 24.

—A male suspect reportedly entered the 
back room of a residence and stole a bike 
valued at more than $1,000 on the 1200 
block of Sargent Avenue on May 25. 

—Bicycles and several power tools were 
reported stolen from a garage on the 300 
block of Warwick Street on May 29-30.

—A home break-in was reported on the 
2100 block of Wellesley Avenue on May 30.

Theft—Mopeds were reported stolen on 
the 2200 block of Goodrich Avenue on May 
13, and on Grand and Snelling avenues on 
May 23. 

Assault—An assault with an airsoft gun 
was reported on the 1900 block of Ran-
dolph Avenue on May 28.

Weapons—A woman said a suspect 
pointed a yellow and green gun at her and 
then drove away on Wheeler Street and 
Goodrich Avenue on May 18.

Miscellaneous—A 50-year-old man was 
arrested on warrants for drug possession, 
DUI and assault after a woman called to 
complain that her boyfriend had dumped 
beer on her on May 20 in an apartment on 
the 1700 block of Randolph Avenue. 

—A 21-year-old man was arrested for 
drug possession and outstanding warrants 
after police responded to a disorderly con-
duct call at Macalester College on May 26.

Mendota Heights
Assault—A man was arrested for stran-

gling a woman and threatening her with a 
knife on Somerset Road on May 15.

—A man said he was almost run over af-
ter he confronted a suspect who was going 
through his vehicle on May 16 on the 900 
block of Chippewa Avenue. 

Miscellaneous—A man was arrested for 
DWI after he was found slumped over in a 
vehicle with a drink next to him on May 15 
on the 700 block of Linden Street.

—Two people were found slumped over 
in a vehicle on the 900 block of Highway 13 
on May 17. The driver was taken to the hos-
pital and expected to be charged with DWI.

—A driver was arrested after he was 
found parked in the landscaping at Friend-
ly Hills Middle School on May 23. He  
admitted to being on drugs.

Merriam Park
Pedestrian fatality—Tony Smith-El, 46, 

of Minneapolis was struck by a vehicle and 
killed while walking on the Lake Street-
Marshall Avenue Bridge at 2:21 a.m. Satur-

day, May 28.
Robbery—A man was pistol-whipped 

and robbed on the 500 block of North Prior 
Avenue on May 21. 

Burglary—An apartment burglary was 
reported on the 1600 block of Selby Avenue 
on May 30.

Theft—A trailer was reported stolen on 
Iglehart Avenue and Howell Street on May 
19-20. 

—The wheels were reported stolen from 
a vehicle near the Pitch Apartments, 427 N. 
Snelling Ave., on May 25.

—The particulate filter was reportedly 
sawed off a 26-foot diesel truck on the 400 
block of North Fairview Avenue on May 26. 
The estimated loss was $8,000. 

Weapons—Shots were reported on Al-
dine Street and Marshall Avenue on May 19.

Miscellaneous—A 20-year-old man 
was found playing loud music inside a sto-
len vehicle in an alley on the 2200 block of 
Marshall Avenue on May 28. He was ar-
rested for felony receipt of stolen property, 
possession of a gun by an ineligible person, 
and a felony warrant for drug possession.

Snelling-Hamline
Burglary—T-Mobile, 1360 University 

Ave., was burglarized on May 23. 
Assault—A 42-year-old man was ar-

rested for aggravated assault with a knife 
at the Midway Cub Foods on May 23.

—Police were called to the COVID-19 
testing site at the former Herberger’s, 1400 
University Ave., in response to a report 
about a disorderly female on May 27.

Sex crime—A 45-year-old man was ar-
rested for criminal sexual conduct and 
threats of violence after he reportedly ex-
posed himself to a woman and her child in 
the LA Fitness parking lot, 1370 University 
Ave., on May 23. 

Weapons—Police assisted State Patrol 
officers with a gun-pointing incident on 
Hamline Avenue and I-94 on May 21. The 
suspect was arrested and a firearm with 
no serial number and two magazines were 
recovered.

—A man reportedly pulled a gun on an-
other man on the 1400 block of University 
Avenue on May 22.

Summit Hill
Burglary—The burglary of an occupied 

residence was reported on the 900 block of 
Fairmount Avenue on May 24.

Miscellaneous—Officers said security 
personnel locked the door on them when 
they responded to a disorderly conduct call 
and observed loud individuals being re-
moved at Billy’s on Grand, 857 Grand Ave., 
on May 21. 

Summit-University
Robbery—A man was robbed at gun-

point by a male suspect on the 700 block of 
Selby Avenue on May 27. The victim said he 
tried unsuccessfully to chase the suspect.

Burglary—An apartment burglary 
was reported on the 200 block of Summit  
Avenue on May 30.

Theft—A trailer was reported stolen on 
the 500 block of Laurel Avenue at 11:52 a.m. 
Monday, May 30. 

Weapons—A man said a suspect point-
ed a gun at him on Grotto Street and Selby 
Avenue on May 18.

—Police responded to a weapons com-
plaint and arrested a 35-year-old man for 
several outstanding felony warrants on 
May 26 on the 700 block of Selby Avenue.

West End
Robbery—A robbery at gunpoint was 

reported at the Keg & Case Market, 928 W. 
Seventh St., on May 21.

Burglary—A woman was in her kitchen 
on the 900 block of Bayard Avenue on May 
18 when a male suspect entered through 
an unlocked door and stole her house and 
car keys. She chased the suspect around 
the block and back to her yard, where he 
jumped into her car and drove off. 

—A 22-year-old was arrested for bur-
glary of the fire station (formerly Freedom 
House) at 296 W. Seventh St. on May 23. 

—Residential burglaries were reported 
on the 1000 block of Pleasant Avenue on 
May 24, and the 800 block of Randolph 
Avenue on May 27.

Theft—The key dropbox was broken 
into and multiple vehicles were reported 
stolen at Saint Paul Automotive, 910 Ran-
dolph Ave., on May 23.

Weapons—Police responded to a report 
of a fight and a gunshot in the street on 
May 30 on the 200 block of Wilkins Street. 
A 52-year-old man was arrested for posses-
sion of a gun without a permit.

Miscellaneous—A 47-year-old man was 
arrested for slashing a tire and felony as-
sault of a woman on the 600 block of West 
Seventh Street on May 30.

Crime Report
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A Brand 
You Can Trust

With just one phone call to Garlock-French, you get 
skilled Roofing Solutions, Roof Maintenance, Chimney 
Repair, Cedar Preservation, Custom Sheet Metal, even
Solar options. 

At Garlock-French, we understand the importance of
blending design, craftsmanship, with good customer
service. And, we guarantee our work.

We’ve been up on roofs longer, and it shows.

Call us at 612-722-7129
2301 East 25th St., Minneapolis 

Garlock-French.com
MN License #BC001423

Roofing, Chimneys, Sheet Metal & more

Providing peace of mind since 1932
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Serving Families For
Over 165 Years

Nokomis Park Chapel
1838 E. Minnehaha Parkway

(612) 721-1651
washburn-mcreavy.com

Homeownership
creates opportunities! 

Wealth through equity.
Personal stability.   Stronger communities. 

June is
National Homeownership Month

Learn more at spaar.com

By Anne Murphy

Highland Park actor Sun Mee 
Chomet will be making up for lost 
time this month at the Guthrie 

and Southern theaters in Minneapolis. At 
the Guthrie, Chomet will appear as Miss 
Bates in the world premiere of Emma, 
playwright Kate Hamill’s new adaptation 
of the novel by Jane Austen, which 
will open on June 18. At the Southern, 
she will stage her one-woman show 
Trauma:Held on June 27. 
Both productions were 
postponed when COVID 
brought the curtain down 
two years ago. 

“Emma was the play 
I was rehearsing when 
the pandemic started,” 
Chomet said. “We began 
rehearsing on March 11, 2020, while I was 
in Twelfth Night at the Guthrie. By the 15th, 
we were shut down. It’s very meaningful, 
because of the whole team coming 
together again and what we went through 
saying goodbye so abruptly.”

Rehearsing for Emma while playing 
in Twelfth Night speaks to what Chomet 
described as a transformative power 
for actors. “It’s great and important to 
play a variety of characters that are polar 
opposites,” she said. “In Twelfth Night I 
got to play this elegant, beautiful woman, 
and in Emma I play this socially awkward 
goofball, Miss Bates. Jane Austen fans 
know Miss Bates is a kind of mean but 
well-intentioned motor-mouth who 
doesn’t understand social cues. 

“I love plays with a lot of gravitas,” 
Chomet said, “but the world right now 
needs some joy. I’ve realized more than 
ever the significance of comedy and love 
and laughter in a room full of people.”

Trauma:Held may also have more 
significance now than two years ago, 
according to Chomet. “I’ve been interested 

in exploring how trauma lives in and 
moves through the female body and 
specifically the Asian-American female 
body,” she said. “I studied modern 
dance for years, and I have a passion for 
exploring what’s possible with storytelling 
through the body. I get to dance in Emma, 
which is fun, but in Trauma:Held it will be 
storytelling without words. I’m going to 
be exploring through movement things 
that have personally affected me, things 
that have been difficult for me to navigate 

and how I have processed 
them.

“As much as we hold 
compassion and empathy 
in our bodies as human 
beings and especially 
as actors, it’s not until 
we see ourselves in a 
situation that we feel 

the stress and pain,” Chomet said. “With 
the shootings of Asian women at the spa 
in Atlanta in 2021, I felt like I saw myself 
killed. I felt physically ill. I had trouble 
getting out of bed. If anything, that taught 
me how the people affected by the mass 
shooting in Buffalo and the people in 
Uvalde, Texas, might be feeling right now. 
I hope Trauma:Held helps with healing. 

“When I was in graduate school at New 
York University, it was supposed to be the 
greatest time in my life,” Chomet said. 
“But I was there for 9/11. I saw the first 
plane go in. That’s in my body.”

Chomet grew up in Michigan and 
California. She first made her way to the 
Twin Cities to attend graduate school at 
the University of Minnesota. When her 
program began to disband in the early 
1990s, she transferred to NYU. “While I 
was here, though, I worked with Theatre 
Mu and found my voice as an artist and as 
an Asian-American actor,” she said. 

After graduating from NYU, Chomet 
stayed in New York long enough to know 
it was not where she wanted to live long-

term. “The Twin Cities is a place that 
celebrates theater artists,” she said. “In 
New York, I felt like I was always trying 
to make people remember who I was. 
In Minnesota, as soon as I moved back, 
people were calling and asking if I wanted 
to work with them. 

“Actually, I moved back to quit 
acting. I was working temp jobs and in 
development at the Minneapolis Institute 
of Arts. Then one day I got a phone call 
from the Guthrie. They said, ‘We hear 
you’re back in town. Come work with us.’ 

“Since then, I’ve worked on almost 
every stage in the Twin Cities,” Chomet 
said. “Here you can feel valued doing edgy 
and challenging work and also fun work 

that brings joy to the community. I never 
thought I’d live here as long as I have. It’s a 
home that’s chosen me.”

Chomet will begin rehearsals for 
another Guthrie play after Emma closes. 
“I was just cast in a new show for the 
Guthrie’s 2022-23 season, Sally & Tom,” 
she said. “It’s a world premiere by Pulitzer 
Prize-winner Suzan-Lori Parks and is 
co-produced with the Public Theater in 
New York. I’ve been wanting to work with 
Suzan-Lori Parks for over 20 years, and 
now I get to do one of her plays here.”

Emma will be performed through 
August 21. For ticket information, call 612-
377-2224 or visit guthrietheater.org.

Actor for all seasons
Sun Mee Chomet shows her range 
in roles revived from pre-COVID era

Highland Park 
actress Sun 
Mee Chomet 
returns this 
month to a 
couple of 
roles she was 
rehearsing 
two years ago 
just prior to 
the shutdown 
brought 
about by 
COVID-19. The 
first role is as 
Miss Bates in 
a new stage 
adaptation of 
Jane Austen’s 
novel, Emma, 
opening on 
June 18 at 
the Guthrie 
Theater.

PHOTO BY 
BRAD STAUFFER

“I love plays with 
a lot of gravitas,” 

Chomet said, “but 
the world right now 

needs some joy.”
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Books
Poet Ryann Stevenson, author of Human 
Resources, 2021 winner of the Max Ritvo 
Poetry Prize, will join in conversation 
with poet Richie Hofmann to celebrate 
the launch of her debut collection at 7 
p.m. Wednesday, June 15. The virtual 
event is free. To register for the link, visit 
milkweed.org/events.

Next Chapter Booksellers, 38 S. Snelling 
Ave., will play host to readings and discus­
sions with authors Sun Yung Shin and her 
book, The Wet Hex, at 6 p.m. Thursday, 
June 16; Ben Westhoff and his intimate 
exploration of race and inequality, Little 
Brother: Love, Tragedy and My Search for 
the Truth, at 6 p.m. Friday, June 17; and 
Kurt Johnson and daughter Ellie Johnson 
and their book, The Barrens: A Novel of 
Love and Death in the Canadian Arctic, at 
2 p.m. Sunday, June 19. For tickets, visit 
nextchapterbooksellers.com or call 651­
225­8989.

The online world of fans, stans and boy 
bands will be discussed in a free virtual 
pro gram at 7 p.m. Tuesday, June 21, by 
Augsburg University professor Chris 
Stedman and Kaitlyn Tiffany, author 
of Everything I Need I Get from You: How 
Fangirls Created the Internet. To register, 
visit subtextbooks.com/events.

Theater
Real Women Have Curves, a humorous 
tale of a Mexican­American teenager’s 
coming of age in a cauldron of cultural 
expectations, will be staged from June 
10­26 by Teatro del Pueblo. Written by 
Josefina Lopez and directed by Adlyn 
Carreras and Lelis Brito, the show will 
be presented at 7:30 p.m. Fridays and 
Saturdays, 2 p.m. Sundays and at 7:30 
p.m. Thursday, June 23, in Conn Theater 
at Plymouth Congregational Church, 1900 
Nicollet Ave. S. in Minneapolis. Tickets are 
$15­$23. Visit teatrodelpueblo.org.

A madcap comedy inspired by the earliest 
stirrings of the gay rights movement, 
Perfect Arrangement is playing through 
June 26 at Theatre in the Round, 245 Cedar 
Ave. S. in Minneapolis. Set in 1950, the 
play by Topher Payne tells of two State 
Department employees who have been 
tasked with identifying sexual deviants in 
their ranks. The problem is, they are gay 
and have married each other’s partners as 
cover. Show times are 7:30 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday and 2 p.m. Sunday. Tickets are 
$25, $20 for students and seniors. Call 612­
333­3010 or visit theatreintheround.org.

Twelve Angry Men, a musical version 
of the courtroom drama about jury 

deliberations in the trial of an alleged 
murderer, will open on June 11 at Theater 
Latté Da’s Ritz Theater, 345 13th Ave. NE 
in Minneapolis. Peter Rothstein directs 
the production, which was adapted from 
the play by Reginald Rose and features 
music and lyrics by Michael Holland. 
Curtis Bannister, T. Mychael Rambo, 
James Detmar and Bradley Greenwald 
star. Following previews on June 8­10, 33 
evening and matinee performances are 
scheduled. Tickets start at $35. Call 612­
339­3003 or visit latteda.org.

Spittin’ Seeds, a new drama that moves 
between celestial realms and Saint 
Paul’s historic Rondo area to portray a 
neighborhood forever renewing itself, will 
be staged from June 14­26 at Penumbra 
Theatre, 270 N. Kent St. The first produc­
tion in Penumbra’s two­year Ashe Lab 
Residency, Spittin’ Seeds conjures the fabric 
of a close­knit Black community and the 
timeless forces that guide and protect it. 
Following previews at 7:30 p.m. June 14 
and 15, the play will be presented at 7:30 
p.m. Thursdays and Fridays, 2 and 7:30 
p.m. Saturdays and 4 p.m. Sundays. For 
tickets, visit penumbratheatre.org or call 
651­224­3180.

Fairy tales of the Brothers Grimm 
are turned on their heads in Applause 
Community Theatre’s The Brothers Grimm 
Spectaculathon, playing June 17­25 at 
Dreamland Arts, 677 N. Hamline Ave. Two 
narrators and several actors combine 
all 209 stories in one fast­paced drama. 
“Snow White,” “Cinderella” and other 
classic tales are blended with such obscure 
stories as “The Devil’s Grandmother” and 
“The Girl Without Hands” in a rollicking 
drama with audience participation. Show 

times are 7 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday and 2 p.m. 
Sunday, June 19. Tickets are 
whatever you can afford. 
Visit dreamlandarts.com.

Miss Robin Hood and her 
Merry Band of Thieves, a new 
twist on the classic legend, 
will be performed from 
June 17­25 by Classics Lost 
’n’ Found Theater. Written 
by Noreen K. Brandt and 
directed by Greg Bastien 
with original music by 
Coral Bastien, the show is 
playing at 7 p.m. Fridays 
and Saturdays at the Lake 
Nokomis Community 
Center, 2401 E. Minnehaha 
Pkwy. in Minneapolis. 
Admission is free.

Music
Free lunchtime concerts have returned 
to Landmark Center’s cortile at noon on 
Wednesdays. The hour­long shows will 
feature the Irish and American roots music 
of Purgatory Creek on June 15 and Mother 
Banjo on June 29. Visit landmarkcenter.
org.

Music in the Parks, a series of free con­
certs in Mendota Heights, continues 
with Skippin Stones from 6:30­8 p.m. 
Wednesday, June 15, at Market Square 
Park, and kids’ favorite DJ Party Unit from 
6­6:45 p.m. Wednesday, June 29. 

Exhibits
“Journey to Space,” a traveling exhibit 
built with the support of NASA, is being 
displayed through September 5 at the 
Science Museum of Minnesota, 120 W. 
Kellogg Blvd. Learn all about the journeys 
humans are taking into space and imagine 
a future when earth is no longer the 
only planet we call home. The hands­
on exhibit explores the challenges and 
solutions that will shape our future in 
space. The accompanying exhibit, “Sun, 
Earth, Universe,” will teach and test 
visitors’ space knowledge and engineering 
skills with the aid of a NASA spacecraft 
model. For more information, visit smm.
org/space. For tickets, which should be 
purchased in advance, visit smm.org/
tickets. 

The inaugural Shadow Falls Art Fair will 
be held from 9 a.m.­3 p.m. Saturday, June 
11, in the yard at 50 N. Mississippi River 
Blvd. Twelve neighborhood artists will be 
showing and selling their works. Included 
are paintings, collages, ceramics, fused 

glass, paper mosaics, jewelry, weavings, 
handmade clothing and other fabric art. 
Neighborhood musicians will perform, 
and refreshments will be available. For 
a sneak preview, visit facebook.com/
Shadow­Falls­Arts­108619668296955.

“The Shmita Project,” a multimedia 
exhibit, is being displayed from June 13 
through August 10 at the Minnesota JCC’s 
Capp Center at 1375 Saint Paul Ave. and 
Sabes Center in Minneapolis. The exhibit 
explores the Jewish tradition of Shmita, 
which is the seventh year in a seven­year 
cycle when God commands his people 
to let the land rest, release debts, resolve 
disputes and open their hearts to those in 
need. An opening reception will be held 
from 7­9 p.m. Thursday, June 30, at the 
Sabes Center. Call 651­698­0751.

Family
Juneteenth, a commemoration of the 
end of slavery in the American South in 
1865, will be celebrated with live music, 
art exhibits, a story stroll and food trucks 
from 11:30 a.m.­4 p.m. Saturday, June 11, 
outside of Latimer Library, 90 W. Fourth 
St. Thomasina Petrus, Junauda Petrus­
Nasah and Lance Brunius will be among 
the performers. Call 651­266­7000.

Et cetera
Deutsche Tage (German Days) will be 
celebrated on June 11­12 at the Germanic­
American Institute, 301 Summit Ave. The 
free event will feature German food and 
beverages and live entertainment by the 
Bavarian Musikmeisters, Dale Dahmen & 
the Polka Beats, the Chmielewski Funtime 
Band and accordionists Mark Stillman 
and Ron Machel. Under the theme Fairy 
Tales: Medieval to Modern, Deutsche 
Tage promises a profusion of fairytale 
princesses, puppet shows and storytelling 
and a castle­like bounce house. It is all 
happening from noon­9 p.m. Saturday 
and 11 a.m.­5 p.m. Sunday. Admission 
is free. Folks age 21 and older may buy a 
wristband for $5 to purchase German beer 
and wine. Visit gaimn.org/deutschetage.

The Fête de la Saint-Jean-Baptiste will 
be presented by the French­American 
Heritage Foundation at 6 p.m.  Friday, 
June 24, at the Sibley House Historic 
Site, 1357 Sibley Memorial Highway in 
Mendota. Named after the patron saint of 
Quebec, the traditional French­Canadian 
celebration will feature music, dancing, a 
bonfire with marshmallow roasting, and 
historical guides to answer any questions.  
Admission is $12. For reservations, call 651­
452­1596 or visit dakotahistory.org.

FRIDAY/JUNE 9
“MODERN TRAPPING METHODS & Pertaining Laws” 
will be discussed by Dave Wagner of the Minnesota 
Trappers Association at 6 p.m. at the Sibley Historic Site, 
1357 Sibley Memorial Hwy. in Mendota. Admission is 
$20. For reservations, call 651­452­1596 or visit dakota­
history.org/sibley­historic­site.

SATURDAY/JUNE 11
THE FARMERS’ MARKET has returned to the park­
ing lot of Saint Luke Lutheran Church, 1807 Field Ave. 
Fresh produce, organic beef, soaps, candles and other 
handicrafts will be available from 8 a.m.­1 p.m. every 
Saturday.

METRO REPUBLICAN WOMAN will gather to hear 
Sheila Qualls of TakeCharge discuss critical race theory. 
The breakfast meeting begins at 8:30 a.m. at the Menda­
kota Country Club in Mendota Heights. To register, call 
651­423­0556 or visit metrogopwomen.org by June 7. 

MOTHERS AGAINST GUN VIOLENCE will hold a 5K 

walk beginning at 9:30 a.m. at the Lake Nokomis Com­
munity Center, 2401 E. Minnehaha Pkwy. in Minneapo­
lis. Registration begins at 8 a.m. All proceeds will go to 
gun violence prevention. Visit macgvnb.com.

THE SNELLING-SELBY AREA Business Association 
will host its second Selby Fest from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. in 
all directions from the intersection of Selby and Snelling 
avenues. A full day of fun, live music and refreshments 
is planned in and outside of the area’s unique shops. Art 
exhibits, vintage clothing, antiques, sports and hobbies, 
physical fitness and children’s crafts are available. 

SUNDAY/JUNE 12
THE SAINT PAUL HIKING CLUB will gather for a five-
mile hike through Swede Hollow and the Bruce Vento 
Nature Sanctuary beginning at 2:30 p.m. at the picnic 
pavilion in Indian Mounds Park, 1085 Mounds Blvd. 
New members are welcome. Call 651­207­5926.

FRIDAY/JUNE 17
DRUM ALONG TO RECORDED ROCK music as part of 
a co­ed drum circle from 6:30­8 p.m. at the Women’s 
Drum Center, 2242 University Ave. The cost is $10. Visit 
womensdrumcenter.org.

TUESDAY/JUNE 21
“WAR CRIMES and International Law” will be dis­
cussed in a webinar presented from 7­9 p.m. by World 
Without Genocide. The cost is $10, $5 for students and 
seniors. To register, visit worldwithoutgenocide.org by 6 
p.m. that evening.

THURSDAY/JUNE 23
“AFRICAN AMERICAN GENEALOGY” will be dis­
cussed at 6:30 p.m. by Mica Anders of Anders Genea­
logical Services. Learn about the tools for genealogical 
research and the best African American sources. The 
cost is $10. To register for the virtual program, visit da­
kotahistory.org/events. 

KIOSK

Ramsey Hill drummer Peter Kogan and his jazz band will celebrate 
the release of their new CD, “Just Before Midnight,” in concert at 
9:30 p.m. Saturday, June 11, at KJ’s Hideaway, 408 Saint Peter St. 
Tickets are $15. Call 651-500-8497.
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UST AD has busy 
summer ahead

It’s June and Phil Esten can finally catch his breath. It’s 
been a wild ride for the University of Saint Thomas 
athletic director for the past year. At this time in 

2021, Esten was juggling watching his baseball and 
softball teams come close to winning NCAA Division III 
championships. Both track and field teams won MIAC 
titles and advanced to NCAA meets as well. It capped a 
year that had seen many other UST teams do what had 
become commonplace in the MIAC—overwhelm their 
competition.

All that came to an end when UST made the leap to 
Division I. In short order, it went from being the New 
York Yankees and Dallas Cowboys of the conference—
you know, the team other teams love to hate—to being 
more like the Minnesota Twins—a team hoping to find 
lightning in a bottle against well-established opponents.

“This’ll offer a great return for the school,” Esten said 
when asked about the move last year. Indeed, several 
high school athletes who had never heard of the school or 
never considered it were now on campus representing the 
purple and gray. 

The early results were impressive. The football team 
won seven games in the fall. Both hockey teams had a 
rough go of it in the winter, but earned wins over well-
established programs before the end of the year. The 
men’s basketball team won 10 games and the women’s 
team won seven in their new leagues. The same was true 
for the baseball and softball teams, which ended their 
seasons recently.

Thus, the groundwork has been laid. Having seen 
up close what needs to be done, Esten and his crew are 
already looking forward to what 2022-23 will bring.

One potential fly in the ointment that wasn’t discussed 
much a year ago is the expansion of the NCAA transfer 
portal. This is the online group for athletes who were 
dissatisfied with their current college and want to find a 
better place to play. Saint Thomas hasn’t been much of a 
player in this exercise. 

“We’ll gladly take a transfer, but it has to be somebody 
who’s going to fit in here,” Esten said. In short, it must 

The Wright Call
By Dave Wright

By Bill Wagner

Highland Park senior HaNeul 
Jeong McDonell has played 
her last high school badmin-

ton match, and what a match it was 
when she won the state individual 
singles championship on May 19.

Heading into the state finals against 
Washington’s Cinderella Nwe, there 
might have been reason for concern 
because Nwe had defeated McDonell 
in three sets during the Saint Paul City 
Conference singles tournament the 
week before.

Going into their state title match, 
Nwe put together a game plan that 
she thought would defeat McDonell, 
who had topped Nwe twice earlier 
this spring. Nwe’s idea was to hit the 
birdie high in hopes that would give 
her opponent more trouble return-
ing it. McDonell and Highland coach 
Kathleen Kramer came up with their 
own strategy.

“Ms. Kramer said to stay patient 
and wait on it,” McDonell said. “But 

at the same time, you don’t want to 
wait too long.”

“It’s hard to receive a birdie that’s 
served that high,” Kramer said. “Ha-
Neul hadn’t seen it all year, but she 
made a great adjustment.”

McDonell had the timing to return 
the birdie into tough areas of the court 
and in the process switched from de-
fense to offense. She went on to win 
21-12, 21-14.

It’s no accident that McDonell 
posted a 24-3 record this season. Her 
sterling spring came after she finished 
second in the state as a junior. There 
was no badminton season during her 
sophomore year because of the pan-
demic.

Kramer said McDonell has many 
athletic attributes that make her 
tough to beat. “She’s a very smart 
player who’s able to find openings 
on the court, even against the best in 
the state,” she said. “She moves very 
quickly on the court. She’s a very 
smart server and she wears people 
down.” 

McDonell plans to attend Saint Olaf 
College next year to study nursing. 
While there is no official badminton 
competition there, she plans to con-
tinue competing in the sport at a club 
level.

She said she will miss her high 
school teammates and coach after 
she graduates. “It was awesome play-
ing for (Kramer),” she said. “She was 
always able to push me in exactly the 
right way. I knew the season would 
have to come to an end at some point, 
but I certainly enjoyed it.”

Kramer will miss her ace as well. 
“She’s a coach’s dream,” she said, 
“and she provides leadership. She 
pushes the other kids in a positive 
way.”

State doubles
Third-seeded Julia Bowron and 

Emma Clift of Central upset top-
seeded Ashley Her and Birdy Xiong of 
Johnson 24-22, 21-19 to win the state 
doubles competition in badminton 
on May 19.

Highland Park senior HaNeul Jeong McDonell won this year’s state 
badminton singles championship. PHOTO BY BRAD STAUFFER

Scots’ McDonell wins state badminton title

By Bill Wagner 

The Saint Paul Acad-
emy boys’ tennis 
team, ranked No. 

1 in Class A at press time, 
plowed its way through the 
Section 4A playoffs late last 
month to return to the state 
team tournament on June 
7-8 in Minneapolis.

The Spartans shut out 
Humboldt and Hill-Murray 
in the first two rounds of 
sections, before topping 
Mounds Park Academy 
4-3 in the finals on May 23. 
They were entering state 
with an 11-1 overall record, 
their only defeat coming at 
the hands of rugged Class 
AA school Blake.

Interim SPA coach Luke 
Elifson, who took over 
while Viet Pham is on sab-
batical, had no preference 
about which team his club 
would play in the first 
round of state. “To be the 
best, you have to beat the 
best,” he said.

Elifson likes the way his 
squad is performing as it 
heads to state and cited 
three regular-season wins 
as being vital. First there 
was a 5-2 win in mid-April 
over Breck, the defending 
state champ. Second was a 
4-3 triumph the following 
week over Eagan, another 
tough AA school. Third 
was a 5-2 verdict against 
Mounds Park Academy in 
mid-May, which gave the 
Spartans confidence when 
they met again in the sec-
tion final.

The Spartans feature a 
good combination of youth 
and experience, along with 
power and finesse. SPA 
makes few mistakes and 

Elifson said his club also 
has “some heavy hitters.”

The No. 1 singles player 
is senior Kai Sih, who has 
been on the team since sev-
enth-grade and is tough to 
compete against. “He has 
a lot of firepower,” Elifson 
said. “He’s also a lefty, and 
he’s going to give (the op-
position) some different 
looks.”

Senior Harry Mahmic 

plays No. 2 singles. He’s 
a three-year veteran who 
brings a good mix of serv-
ing, forehand work, defense 
and speed to the table.

The No. 3 singles spot is 
manned by seventh-grader 
Zahir Hassan or senior Alex 
Moore. Elifson feels equally 
comfortable with either 
player there. 

When Hassan isn’t at 
third singles he’s playing in 

the No. 4 spot, where fresh-
man David Schumacher 
also gets a lot of action. 
Elifson feels good about 
that No. 4 twosome as well. 
“They gut out wins,” he 
said.

SPA’s doubles teams also 
give Elifson reason to smile. 
Sophomores Maik Nguyen 
and Leo Benson are un-
defeated at No. 1 doubles 
whenever they’ve played 
together this year. They 
both serve and close on the 
net very well.

The No. 2 doubles tan-
dem of freshman Jacob 
Colton and sophomore 
Baasit Mahmood have a 
game that’s similarly effec-
tive to the first doubles pair. 

Elifson said the No. 3 
doubles team of sophomore 
Henry Choi and eighth-
grader Allan Wang might 
easily go unappreciated to 
the casual observer, but not 
to him or their teammates. 

“We rely on them to 
come up with tough wins 
at the bottom of the line-
up,” Elifson said. “We take 
pride in developing our 
doubles teams here.”

Choi and Wang won the 
deciding match in the sec-
tion final against Mounds 
Park.

“With our team, it’s 
about stepping up when 
given the opportunity,” 
said Elifson, who likes his 
team’s chances at state. “I 
think we’re in a good spot.”

He also has a pretty 
healthy squad going into 
state. Elifson said Hassan 
suffered a foot injury, but 
with several idle days after 
sections, he should be 100 
percent for state.

Spartans return to state tennis tourney

Saint Paul Academy’s No. 1 singles player, senior Kai Sih, returns a 
shot in the Section 4A individual meet on May 26. PHOTO BY BRAD STAUFFER
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Saint Paul College is an inclusive 
campus for all learners.
We welcome you to be your most authentic self while 
finding those who share your passions, goals, and 
background. You’ll feel connected to and supported by a 
community of instructors, staff, and students all helping to 
achieve your best. Go full or part-time. Day, evening and 
weekend course options are available. Create a schedule 
that works best for you!

Fall classes start August 22!

Enroll at saintpaul.edu

Saint Paul College,
A member of Minnesota State

Document available in alternative formats to individuals with disabilities
by contacting 651.350.3008 or AccessResources@saintpaul.edu.
Saint Paul College is an Equal Opportunity employer.

Fit in.
Stand out. 

Visit AGRANDEXPERIENCE.COM for a full directory.

Father’s Day is Sunday, June 19th and why not keep it
local with gifts from our variety of shops or by dining at 

any of our great restaurants!  

CelebrateGrand

YOU, DAD, GRAND & VICTORIA

FATHER’S DAY

be someone who isn’t only going to play football or 
basketball. They must excel in class as well.

It’s a fine line UST needs to walk between attracting 
money to improve their athletic facilities, while keeping 
the academic standards that have been the school’s 
calling card. It might not be such an easy summer for 
Esten after all.

It’s Dennis Denning’s turn to be helped
It was a chilly April afternoon in the late 1980s at 

Cretin-Derham Hall’s bandbox of a baseball field. The 
few spectators brave enough to sit in the stands wore 
overcoats. Many more watched from cars with their 
heaters turned on as the Raiders took the field against 
Como Park.

The umpires looked hesitantly at the darkening sky but, 
with both teams ready and eager, decided to play ball.

Most of the games between these two schools resulted 
in CDH scoring lopsided victories. On this afternoon, 
however, the Cougars got a pair of runs in the top of the 
second inning to take a 2-0 lead. The Raiders came to bat 
anxious to make amends when the home plate umpire 
waved the game to a halt. It was now snowing hard. 
Como coach Bob Turner protested. “You have to keep 

going,” he pleaded with the umpire. “It’s snowing,” was 
the reply. “You can’t play in the snow.”

At the time, if a game was stopped in mid-inning due 
to weather, the score reverted to the previous finished 
inning when future play resumed. Turner knew this and 
protested to the umpire, “You don’t understand. We’ve 
never had a lead against them before.” 

At that point, CDH coach Dennis Denning entered the 
discussion. “That’s OK,” he said. “We’ll pick it up from 
here tomorrow.” The umpire looked at Denning and said, 
“You can’t do that. That’s not the rule.”

Denning smiled and said, “I’ll take the heat if necessary. 
Weather is supposed to be better tomorrow. Is 3:30 OK 
to resume play?” Turner and the umpires nodded in 
agreement.

Play resumed the next day. The Raiders’ bats warmed 
up and CDH eventually came away with the win.

It’s probably not the most memorable of the 901 wins 
Denning racked up in his days as a head coach at CDH 
and later at the University of Saint Thomas. However, it 
was quite possibly the lengthiest in Denning’s decades 
on the field. It also personified a basic tenet of Denning’s 
coaching philosophy—that talent, confidence and a will 
to win can propel a team to great heights.

Denning certainly had a lot of talent on those Raider 
teams that won six state championships and on the UST 
squads that won 14 MIAC titles and a pair of NCAA DIII 

crowns. But he also convinced his players to give more 
than they thought they could to play good baseball while 
enduring Minnesota’s chaotic spring weather. He finally 
decided to retire just before the start of the 2010 season. 

“It takes a lot to run a successful college program,” 
he explained at the time. “The coaching, recruiting 
and administrative tasks are a 12-month commitment 
and take an extraordinary amount of time and energy. 
Frankly, I don’t have the energy today to do the job at the 
standard I feel it deserves.” 

Retirement went well for a time, but a series of ailments 
has now forced Denning, 77, into long-term care. Snap 
Leitner, who was his right-hand man on the diamond for 
many years, decided it was time to give back to the old 
coach. Accordingly, a GoFundMe page has been set up 
to help with Denning’s expenses. At last look, more than 
400 folks have chipped in to help. The link can be found 
at tinyurl.com/2p98m3f5.

The comments on the site are telling. They range from 
former players to former teammates (going back to 
his days at Saint Luke’s, CDH and Christie de Parcq) to 
parents whose kids attended one of Denning’s summer 
baseball camps.

It’s their way of giving back to someone who gave them 
so much. 

 
Dave Wright can be reached at dwright53@msn.com.
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By Bill Wagner

It could have been one of the best prep 
sports comeback stories ever, but the 
Cretin-Derham Hall softball team was 

unable to write the final chapter.
The fourth-seeded Raiders made it to the 

Section 4AAA finals undefeated in the dou-
ble-elimination tournament. They needed 
to win only one of two games on June 2 
against top-seeded Saint Anthony Village 
to get to state. CDH had already beaten the 
Huskies 7-1 in the second round of sections 
and then third-seeded Mahtomedi 4-0 to 
advance to the final.

However, this time Saint Anthony was 
ready and topped the Raiders 12-7 in the 
first game of the finals and then 10-9 in 
eight innings in the second contest. The 
second game was extremely tough for 
CDH, which led 6-2 through three innings. 
However, a five-run fourth gave the Hus-
kies a 7-6 lead. The Raiders still battled, but 
ended up losing in extra innings.

“It’s a tough way to end the season,” said 
Raider coach Aaron Vail.

CDH finished 11-14 overall, which is pret-
ty impressive given it started out 2-11. Five 
of those defeats were by 10 runs.

But the Raiders came back and, except 
for the twin losses to Saint Anthony in the 
section finals, were only beaten by Park of 
Cottage Grove after May 11.

Vail was optimistic going into the sec-
tion finals, since between COVID cases and 
physical injuries the team was finally in a 
somewhat hale state. “Nobody missed re-
ally significant time,” he said, “but we nev-
er had our lineup at full strength until now. 

We finally got healthy.”
The Raiders had some talented play-

ers that they thought could propel them 
to state. Junior infielder/outfielder So-
phie Black was considered by Vail to have 
all-state potential. Senior shortstop and 
leadoff hitter Anna Caruso was anoth-
er major force for CDH. Senior catcher  
Sammy Muetzel added good work at the 
plate, along with her veteran savvy defense 
while behind it.

Vail also commended the work of junior 
left fielder Catie Gaertner. She provided 
a solid bat and did well as a fill-in pitcher 
while freshman Brooke Nesdahl was out.

CDH falls twice in final to just miss trip to state softball tourney
“It’s a tough way to end 
the season,” said Raider 

coach Aaron Vail.
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LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNOW  
FEW THINGS ADD more curb appeal 
than a thick, healthy lawn showcasing 
your beautifully landscaped property. 
Advertise your business in the Lawn 
and Landscape Classifieds in upcom-
ing MyVillagers. Call 651-699-1462 ext 
10 or email WantAds@MyVillager.com

*P.H.M. INC. 651-231-7748*
MURPHY’S LAWN & LANDSCAPE. 
30+ years. Local, family owned. 
Commercial. Residential. The best 
full service lawn and landscap-
ing in your neighborhood. pat@
PHMincorporated.com or www.
PHMincorporated.com

THE BEST Landscaping Services. 
Bluhm Brothers Landscaping. Design. 
Tree, shrub and plant knowledge, in-
stallation, grading, sodding, beds and 
gardens. Paver patios, walks, drives. 
Versa-Lok retaining walls. 651-227-
2584; www.bluhmbrothers.com

LAWN SERVICE. Spring cleanups. 
Gutter cleaning/repair; dethatch-
ing, tree/bush service. Insured. 651- 
699-2832.

CREATIVE DESIGNS. I can help 
you install. Horticulture Degree, 
U of MN. Certified Nursery and 
Landscape Professional. Living Space 
Landscapes. Scott Solomonson, 612-
868-7787; LandscapesByScott.com

CNT LAWN CARE and Snow Removal. 
Hedge trimming. Highland resident. 
Chris, 651-757-6339.

TREE SERVICE. Local Tree Tech, li-
censed, insured, clean, efficient.  
Dean, 651-298-0781.

*HIGHLAND TREE CARE, LLC.*
Certified Arborist. Licensed. Insured. 
Free estimates. Removals, pruning, 
stumps. Brian, 612-735-9110. 

HOME SERVICES   
*CILEK FURNITURE REPAIR*

Complete chair re-glue since 1960. 
651-699-4022.

*GUTTER CLEANING*
It’s that time of the year again! 
Protect your roof and have your gut-
ters cleaned today. Call Ryan, 651-
690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

F R E D D I E ’ S  J U N K  R e m o v a l . 
Commercial. Residential. Low rates. 
Free estimates. 651-442-0993.

WOOD DECKS/Wood Fences. License 
#BC581059. Troy’s Decks & Wood 
Fences, 651-210-1387.

GUTTER CLEANING! $99 1 Story -  
$125 2 Story. Call Today. 612- 
432-1473. Harris Cleaning.

HOUSECLEANING
EXCELLENT CLEANING, reasonable 
rates, reliable, experienced. Estimates 
available. Ann, 651-776-7834.

NICCI MAIDS. Professional House    
cleaning Services. Bonded and in-
sured. References. 651-253-5561.

MB’S CLEANING SERVICE. 28 years in 
business. Seasonal cleaning specials. 
$50 off 1st cleaning. Gift certificates. 
651-225-1960. mbscleaning.com

L + A CLEAN MACHINE. Quality service. 
Good pricing. Residential and com-
mercial cleaning. 770-837-1333.

QUALITY CLEANING you can depend 
on. 20+ years’ experience. Rita’s 
Cleaning, 612-414-9241.

*SPARKLING CLEANING*
Reliable, great references, and hon-
est. Call/Text: Maria, 651-245-9027.

HOME SERVICES    
MYVILLAGER HOME SERVICES category 
offers handyman, moving, window and 
gutter cleaning services, repair and 
clean out services, hauling, demoli-
tion, painting etc. Advertise YOUR 
Home Service in the next MyVillager! 
Call 651-699-1462 ext 10 or email 
WantAds@MyVillager.com 

BURTON’S RAIN Gutter Service. 
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired, in-
stalled. Since 1973. Insured, bonded. 
License #BC126373; 651-699-8900.

LIGHTHOUSE MOVING. St. Paul busi-
ness since 2004. A+ rating with the 
Minnesota Better Business Bureau. 
Licensed/Insured. 651-387-2955 
LighthouseMoving.com

GUTTER CLEANING & Repair. 29th year 
in Villager area. Fully insured for your 
peace of mind. Call us today. Free 
estimates, 651-287-0970.

ALL AMERICAN One, LLC. Bonded, 
licensed, insured. MN. License 
#BC635082. Big or small. Everything 
from chimneys to basements. Stop 
leaks. All jobs done. Free estimates. 
BBB. Angie’s. Jeff, 651-285-1937.

WINDOW CLEANING. 29th year in 
Villager area. Fully insured for your 
peace of mind. Call us today. Free 
estimates. Call 651-287-0970.

HANDYMAN FROM A-Z. Quality work, 
30 years’ experience. 651-483-8581, 
Jerry.

*RELIABLEMAINTENANCE 
ANDREPAIR.COM*

Remodeling and Handyman Services. 
MN License #BC665235. 651-262-9765.

CLEAN OUT accumulated, stored 
junk/debris. Hauling. Reasonable. 
Frank, 651-276-7094.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
STAIRWAY BALUSTERS and column 
bases replicated plus other wood-
turning and woodworking. 612- 
940-7591 or theturningpointwood 
works.com

*BATHROOM REMODELING*
Low water pressure? Sinks, toilets, 
tubs/surrounds, etc. Ceramic tile. 612-
275-9815. Basement bath?

RUBEN’S CONCRETE. Free estimates. 
Steps, sidewalks, driveways. 30 years’ 
experience. 651-500-0980.

LICENSED PLUMBER available for your 
old home’s remodel and plumbing 
improvements. GC inquiries welcome. 
Paul, 651-263-3623. DannerPlumbing.
com

*BATHROOMS*
YoungCastle Bathrooms specializing 
in bathroom design, repair, creation 
and remodeling. Great savings! Call 
for free consultation. 651-257-4706; 
www.youngcastlebathrooms.com

EVERYTHING DRYWALL. Sheetrock, 
plaster, textures, skim coating 
and painting. Insured. David, 612- 
554-3028.

MASONRY REPAIR. Brick, foundation, 
stairs, sidewalks, tuckpointing, small 
concrete. Daniel, 612-804-6818.

YOUR LOCAL source for con-
crete work. Driveways, Sidewalks, 
Patios and More. Call 612-930-7071. 
NeighborhoodConcrete.com

MARK’S CONCRETE. Resurface base-
ment walls and exterior walls and 
floors. 763-607-3941.

S H O W C A S E  H OM E  PA I N T I N G 
PROFESSIONAL PAINTING SERVICES 
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR INCLUDING 
GLAZING, STAINING, GARAGES. FULLY 
INSURED CALl MARTEY FOR A FREE 
ESTIMATE 651-917-7982

HOME IMPROVEMENT
PATES ROOFING. Finest in residential 
roofing. Local ref erences. License 
#RR155317. Insured. Member BBB. Call 
651-690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

KEVIN’S PAINTING/Repair. Wood 
frame, stucco, power washing, glaz-
ing, staining, cement work. Insured. 
651-699-2832.

PAINTING. WALLPAPER. Patch. Interior. 
Exterior. Small jobs wanted. Jim, 612-
202-5514.

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
PAINTING, WALL-PAPER HANGING, 
CEILING TEXTURING. MODERATE 
PRICES; FREE ESTIMATES. LICENSED, 
BOND ED,  INSURED.  MERRIAM 
PARK PAINTING. ED, 651-224-3660; 
“A NEIGHBOR YOU CAN TRUST.” 
MPPAINTING.COM

*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*
Kitchens, doors, windows, base-
ments. Additions, decks, fences, 
porches. Reasonable rates. Personal, 
professional, proficient. Free es-
timates. “Building Brocks”, 651- 
285-3237.

ALEXANDER’S PAINTING. High quality 
work at affordable rates. Full service 
interior/exterior. Free estimates. 651-
246-2869; www.painteral.com

STEVE’S PAINTING. Quality Interior/
Exterior; 30+ years; good references. 
651-207-2249. stevepaintsmsp@
gmail.com

CARPENTRY/SHEETROCK. Framing. 
Remodeling. Tile. Professional. 
Reasonable. Estimates. Frank, 651-
276-7094.

CARPENTRY/REMODELING. Kitchen, 
Bath specialty. 25+ years’ excep-
tional experience. Licensed. Insured. 
Martin, 612-701-5394.

FOR SALE             
MYVILLAGER digital and print mem-
berships are for sale! Get your news-
paper delivered via the post office. 
Join us today! www.MyVillager.com

PLANT SALES
VEGETABLES, FLOWERS, HERBS AND PLANTS! 
Having a sale this Spring? Call 651-699-1462 
ext 10 or email WantAds@MyVillager.com

GARAGE/MOVING SALES
SPRING CLEANING means extra furni-
ture, housewares, electronics, cloth-
ing and toys. Open your garage door 
to sell it now! Advertise your sale for 
a minimum of $12 and then sit back 
and rake in the profits! 651-699-1462 
ext 10  or WantAds@MyVillager.com

H I G H L A N D  PA R K ,  S T.  PA U L 
Neighborhood Garage Sale !  
June 3 & 4, 9am-3pm Sales through-
out Highland Park, St. Paul. Map at 
HighlandDistrictCouncil.org

PROSPECT PARK neighborhood yard 
sales + Eco Tour: June 18 (and some 
sales on the 19th). Maps will be avail-
able at https://prospectparkmpls.
org/ on June 17.

BIBLE/BOOK REPAIR
40 YEARS’ experience, all kinds of 
books. Bookbinding by Steve. 
Highland Park area. 651-698-1477 for 
appointment or specialbindings.com

WANTED TO BUY
DIAMONDS, fine estate and antique 
jewelry. We know and appreciate the 
value of your jewelry. R. F. Moeller 
Jeweler, 2065 Ford Parkway, 651- 
698-6321. Certified Gemologist.

BEST PAYOUT! Old furniture, advertis-
ing, beer memorabilia, old clothing 
and more. 651-227-2469.

OLD RECORDS, LPs/45s, Rock, Jazz, 
Country, Soul, more. 651-224-4947. Continued page 10

CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIED & LEGAL ADS Phone 651-699-1462
Email WantAds@MyVillager.com

Classified Categories, ad submission & more information at MyVillager.com
Classified ads are $1.20 per word, $12 minimum. Legal notices are 60¢ per word.
Next Issue: June 22 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Deadline: June 15

All classifieds and legals are prepaid by 
cash, check or credit card.  We do not 

accept any ads over the telephone.

Highland Park
highlanddistrictcouncil.org • 651-695-4005

Blood and donation drive—Blood can be donated by 
appointment between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. Friday, June 17, 
at the Highland Park Community Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy. 
The link to sign up with Memorial Blood Centers can be 
found on the HDC website. All donors will be entered into 
a drawing for two tickets to see the Saint Paul Saints play 
at 7 p.m. Thursday, July 14. The council will also be collect-
ing nonperishable food for the Francis Basket food pantry 
during the same hours.

Movie and bike giveaway—Join the HDC and the Saint 
Paul Department of Parks and Recreation at the Sibley 
Manor Apartments, 1300 W. Maynard Drive, on Friday, 
June 17, for outdoor games, snacks and the showing of the 
movie Soul starting at dusk. A limited number of free bikes 
and helmets for kids ages 5-10 will be available beginning 
at 6:30 p.m. on a first-come, first-served basis.

Board opening—The HDC is seeking a candidate to 
represent Grid 11 on its board of directors (see website for 
map). An election to fill the seat will be held during the 
July 14th meeting. Email info@highlanddistrictcouncil.
org for more information. 

Upcoming meetings—Transportation Committee, 
7 p.m. Tuesday, June 14; and Community Engagement 
Committee, 7 p.m. Monday, June 27. The meetings will 
take place at the Highland Community Center, 1978 Ford 
Pkwy., with an option to join online. Get the Zoom link 
and agendas at highlanddistrictcouncil.org/calendar.

Macalester-Groveland
macgrove.org • 651-695-4000

Racial covenants—Teams from Mapping Prejudice and 
Welcoming the Dear Neighbor will present Ramsey Coun-
ty racial covenants that have been identified so far during 
an event at 6 p.m. Wednesday, June 15, in the Rauenhorst 

Ballroom at Saint Catherine University. Those who are in-
terested may also attend virtually. Learn more and register 
at welcomingthedearneighbor.org/news-events.

Blood and donation drive—A Ward 3 blood and dona-
tion drive will be held from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Friday, June 17, 
at the Highland Park Community Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy. 
People can drop off nonperishable food and personal care 
items anytime during the day. They can also donate blood 
by scheduling an appointment at tinyurl.com/zfa5p58x.

Open board seats—The Macalester-Groveland Com-
munity Council has open seats on its board of directors for 
one Grid 1 and one Grid 3 representative, and one at-large 
faith institution representative. Those who want to learn 
more are invited to attend a virtual session from noon-
12:30 p.m. Friday, June 17, or 6-6:30 p.m. Monday, June 20. 
For the Zoom link, visit macgrove.org/events.

Mac-Grove Fest—There are multiple opportunities to 
get involved at Mac-Grove Fest, which will take place on 
September 10 at the Edgcumbe Recreation Center. The 
festival will include a Makers Market, where local artists 
and craftspeople can sell their work, and a Business Mar-
ketplace, where local businesses and organizations can 
sell their products, conduct giveaways and provide activi-
ties related to their businesses. The registration deadline 
is July 13. For information, email alyssa@macgrove.org or 
visit macgrove.org/2022registration.

Upcoming meetings—board of directors on Thursday, 
June 9; Community Building Team on Monday, June 13; 
Inclusivity Task Force on Wednesday, June 15; and Hous-
ing and Land Use Committee on Wednesday, June 22. All 
meetings will begin at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom. For monthly 
notices and log-in details, visit macgrove.org/participate.

Summit Hill
summithillassociation.org • 651-222-1222

Board openings—The Summit Hill Association is seek-
ing volunteers to join its board of directors. The month-

ly time commitment is one evening board meeting (2 
hours) and a committee assignment (1-4 hours). To get 
information on eligibility and to apply, visit SummitHill 
Association.org/join-the-board.

Upcoming meetings—board of directors, 7 p.m. Thurs-
day, June 9; Neighborhood Plan Committee, 7 p.m. Tues-
day, June 14; Streetscapes Committee, 5:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, June 15; Racial Dialogue and Action Committee, 7 
p.m. Thursday, June 16; Zoning and Land Use Committee, 
7 p.m. Tuesday, June 21; and Development Committee, 7 
p.m. Wednesday, June 22. For meeting information, in-
cluding location and the online link, visit SummitHill 
Association.org/calendar.

West Seventh
fortroadfederation.org • 651-298-5599

Upcoming meetings—board of directors, 7 p.m. Mon-
day, June 13; and Community Engagement and Outreach 
Committee, 6:30 p.m. Thursday, June 16. The meetings are 
held via Zoom. Visit fortroadfederation.org/calendar.

District Councils

District 
councils in 
MyVillager’s 
area.
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
MUSIC INSTRUCTION

GUITAR/UKULELE Lessons. Suzuki/
Traditional. Classical/Popular. All 
Ages. In-person/online lessons avail-
able. Gene Swanson, 651-269-6983.

PIANO LESSONS in my cozy home. 
Great, experienced, encouraging 
teacher. Text message please. Trish, 
651-387-0099.

PIANO TUNING/ REPAIR
GAVINPIANO.COM. Registered piano 
tuner/technician. See website for 
coupon. 651-644-3111.

TIME TO Tune? Sticky Keys? Excellent 
Service. Call/Text Torger, 651-
230-0193.

TUNING SPECIAL $75. Evening and 
weekend appointments available. 
Outstanding service and experience 
since 2005. Jim Gardner, 612 327-6698.

HELP WANTED
This newspaper will not knowingly 
 accept any advertising which is in 
violation of the law. No attention to 
race, color, religion, sex, sexual ori-
entation, gender identity, national 
origin, veteran or disability status 
will be allowed. Equal employment 
opportunity.

PART-TIME MAINTENANCE/Custodial 
help needed for Condominium build-
ing in Highland Park. Call for more 
details, 651-690-3400. 

SMALL DOG WALKER NEEDED. 
Experienced, dependable and reli-
able dog walker needed for daily 
walks twice a day. Highland Park area, 
West 7th Street area. Start today! Call 
Joanne, 651-398-3753.  Wanted im-
mediately.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNOW
ALL YOUR GREEN needs. Mowing. 
Lawn Care. Landscaping. 20+ years’ in 
St. Paul. Call 651-695-1230.

FLS. Lawn and Snow. Commercial. 
R e s i d e n t i a l .  6 51 - 4 4 2 - 0 9 93 . 
FreddiesLawnandSnow.com

*MONTHLY MOWING*
Starting at $150/month. 651-276-4396. 
SorensenLawnCare.com

COMPUTER/INTERNET/TV
HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: On site, 
free pickup, delivery, troubleshoot-
ing, upgrades, virus spyware removal, 
networking wired and wireless, in-
stallation. Great rates. 10 years in 
Highland. 651-698-7519; 651-470-3792. 

HIGHLAND COMPUTERS. Full service 
Mac & PC repair. 474 Hamline. 651-
207-8276.

OFFICE/PROOFREADING
WRITE AWAY CREATIVE. Transcription. 
Typing. Copy Editing. Legal, academic, 
memoirs. 651-690-4779.

SEWING/TAILORING
HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations. 
Tailoring. Women. Men. 712 South 
Cleveland. 651-698-6117. Highland
Tailors.com

ENTERTAINMENT
SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular songs 
from across the decades; weddings, 
private parties; listen at www.john
mischke.com. Call 651-647-0659.

MUSIC INSTRUCTION
PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana University. 
Lawrence Wilson, 651-699-0812.

FOR RENT - RESIDENTIAL
All real estate or rental advertising 
in this newspaper is subject to the 
Fair Housing Act. This newspaper will 
not knowingly  accept any advertising 
which is in violation of the law. Equal 
housing opportunity.

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM Apartment 
Homes available in the Highland 
Park and Crocus Hill areas. Call 
651-698-6111 today for rental in-
formation on several communities 
professionally managed by Mid 
Continent Management Corp. 

Garage needed, Snelling and Grand 
for small car. 651-398-7536 Delorez 
Houle.

APARTMENT FOR RENT in Ramsey Hill. 
1,500 sq. ft., 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 
2 off street parking spaces. $1,900 
per month, utilities included, one 
year lease. Available June 15th. 651-
269-6983.

WANTED TO RENT—GARAGE – 
HIGHLAND, Macalester-Groveland 
area. Todd, 612-275-4915.

Upper 2-BDRM Duplex Available 
June 1. In Merriam Park, 2-year lease, 
$1600/mo. + deposit Non-smoker. 
651-647-6078.

Mendota Heights Lilydale  Spectacular 
1,600 SF 2BR- 2BA Rental Unit in  pres-
tigious  OVERLOOK CONDOMINIUMS 
Heat included w/underground park-
ing, 4 season enclosed solarium, 
gas fireplace, in unit washer/dryer,  
Elevators, indoor pool/whirlpool and 
beautiful party room. All in a park 
like setting, No pets. Contact Bisanz 
Brothers for showing.  651-447-4567.

HELP WANTED
EXPERIENCED HOUSEKEEPER wanted 
for Senior Housing Cooperative. 
Duties include cleaning private 
apartments and common areas to 
ensure that cleanliness, safety and 
sanitizing is maintained. Candidate 
must be able to operate commercial 
cleaning equipment. Other responsi-
bilities include interacting with team 
members, resident members and 
visitors in a friendly professional 
manner. This 40 hour/week position 
is benefit eligible, including PTO, 
medical & dental, free parking and a 
comfortable working environment. 
This is a Monday-Friday position. 
Hiring contingent on providing proof 
of full Covid vaccination & passing a 
background check. Email rob-
lillesve77@becketwood.com or con-
tact Robin @ 612-746-1006 or go to 
Becketwood Cooperative, 4300 West 
River Parkway South, Minneapolis to 
fill out an application.

Customer Service/Sales Representative.
PT.  Seeking enthusiastic and sharp 
cust. service rep. for a local flower 
shop.  Rep. will work 1-3 days per 
week and at least one Saturday per 
month. Flexible schedule but must 
be able to work beyond the summer 
and additional hours prior to floral 
holidays. Apply in person to:  Ann at 
A. Johnson & Sons Florist, 1738 Grand 
Ave., St. Paul. 651-695-3225.

AGE 55+ WORKERS needed for PT light 
custodial work at the Fort Snelling 
State Park. Contact Green View at 651-
639-1913.

Fabulous Customer Reviews!
Experts specializing in…

Patching Window/Stucco Repairs Stone—New & Repair
New Stucco Re-Stucco Sandblasting

BUILDING THE FUTURE —
RESTORING THE PAST

Aaron Cole

Lance SmithSMITHCOLE.COM

Replace Your
Storm Windows

651-497-9891

Exterior/Interior
Home Painting

Exterior Home Painting • Wall & Ceiling Repair
Spray Texture • Fine Enameling • Home Repairs

651-497-9891

HigHland Park
 P A I N T E R S

Nilles
Builders, Inc.

525 Ohio St.
• Additions
• Roofing
• Siding
• Remodeling
• Concrete
• Garages

 222-8701

MN Lic.
#4690

6
5
1

www.nillesbuilders.com

Plaster Repair • Drywall Taping
Texture Ceilings • Painting

612-272-3697
Insured  Specializing since 1992  Free Estimates

B

, LLC.

W

MN. State License 20538538

Borden
Window

We turn old drafty windows into energy
efficient tilt-in windows—for less!

651-338-7163
bordenwindow.com

Window Restoration &
Weather Stripping

VISIONS TREE SERVICE
24 Hour Emergency Storm Service
                      Expert Climbers • Professional Service

                        Tree Trimming & Removal • Stump Removal

 651-464-3317
  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

LOCALLY OWNED
& OPERATED

Residential
Commercial
FREE ESTIMATES

• 30 Years Exp. 

651-436-8975651-436-8975
Free Estimates/Licensed & Insured
                                       MN License #BC515019

ROOFINGROOFING
Sullivan Construction Sullivan Construction 

CompanyCompany
  • Best Price  • Best Price
  • Best Workmanship  • Best Workmanship
  • Best Materials  • Best Materials

651-373-1264

Small Concrete Jobs
Bobcat & Dump Truck
PanianConstruction.com

#BC319518Est. 1976

Tuckpointing
Chimneys

Stone & Brick Work
Foundation Repair

Total Lawn Maintenance
Landscaping Projects
Shrub Maintenance

kernlawnservice.com
In business since 1984

Major Credit Cards aCCepted
651.207.5396

LAWN SERVICE

LANdSCApINg

RUG
CLEANING

Free pick up & delivery
Ask about our

Pet Urine Removal Treatment
Cleaned with non-toxic products

NatureWise ChemDry
651-341-0933 Text or Call

naturewisechemdry.com
West 7th ~ Locally Owned

YOUR LOCAL
WINDOW

REPLACEMENT
EXPERTS

Register Now for our
Quarterly Window Webinar

LEGAL NOTICES
STATE OF MINNESOTA CERTIFICATE 
OF ASSUMED NAME, Minnesota 
Statutes, Chapter 333C. The filing of 
an assumed name does not provide 
a user with exclusive rights to that 
name. The filing is required for con-
sumer protection in order to enable 
consumers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business. 1. List the 
exact assumed name under which 
the business is or will be conducted: 
Ralph St. Pierre 2. List the Principal 
Place of Business: C/o Schenck 
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY [11207] USA 3. 
List the name and complete street 
address of all persons conducting 
business under the above Assumed 
Name, OR if an entity, provide the 
legal corporate, LLC, or Limited 
Partnership name and registered 
office address: Ralph St. Pierre; 
C/o Schenck Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 
[11207] USA 4. By typing my name, 
I, the undersigned, certify that I am 
signing this document as the person 
whose signature is required, or as 
agent of the person(s) whose signa-
ture would be required who has au-
thorized me to sign this document on 
his/her behalf, or in both capacities. 
I further certify that I have completed 
all required fields, and that the in-
formation in this document is true 
and correct and in compliance with 
the applicable chapter of Minnesota 
Statutes. I understand that by sign-
ing this document I am subject to 
the penalties of perjury as set forth 
in Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath. Date 
filed: April 20, 2022 Signed by: Ralph 
St. Pierre Mailing Address: None 
Provided Email for Official Notices: 
saint.ra718@gmail.com

LEGAL NOTICES
STATE OF MINNESOTA CERTIFICATE 
OF ASSUMED NAME, Minnesota 
Statutes, Chapter 333C. The filing of 
an assumed name does not provide 
a user with exclusive rights to that 
name. The filing is required for con-
sumer protection in order to enable 
consumers to be able to identify the 
true owner of a business. 1. List the 
exact assumed name under which 
the business is or will be conducted: 
Ayana’s Hemp Boutique. 2. List the 
Principal Place of Business: 1801 Case 
Avenue East, Saint Paul, MN 55119 
USA 3. List the name and complete 
street address of all persons con-
ducting business under the above 
Assumed Name, OR if an entity, 
provide the legal corporate, LLC, or 
Limited Partnership name and reg-
istered office address: Ayana’s Hemp 
Boutique; 1801 Case Avenue East, 
Saint Paul, MN 55119 USA 4. By typing 
my name, I, the undersigned, certify 
that I am signing this document as 
the person whose signature is re-
quired, or as agent of the person(s) 
whose signature would be required 
who has authorized me to sign this 
document on his/her behalf, or in 
both capacities. I further certify that 
I have completed all required fields, 
and that the information in this doc-
ument is true and correct and in com-
pliance with the applicable chapter 
of Minnesota Statutes. I understand 
that by signing this document I am 
subject to the penalties of perjury as 
set forth in Section 609.48 as if I had 
signed this document under oath. 
Date filed: May 4, 2022 Signed by:
Jamila Pickett Mailing Address: None 
Provided Email for Official Notices: 
jamilaapickett@gmail.com

TM

www.landscapesbyscott.com

Scott Solomonson’s cell:
   612.868.7787

Roof
RepaiRs

Save Thousands
Over Replacement!
Complete Roofing Services

Since 1972

VB, inc.
Vern Buckman

612-599-8200 cell
651-731-1291 office

Lic.#20216197

InterConnect
Landscaping LLC

Family Owned

651-925-7356
No project too small.
• Lawn care   • Snow removal

• All landscaping projects
• Junk removal

interconnectlandscaping.com

ConCrete
Sidewalks & Steps

glass bloCk
windows

(Good for basements, etc.)
BRICK, BLOCK

& stuCCO RepaIR
Over 25 yrs. Experience

Lic • Bonded • Ins
Call Mark Larson
651-642-5090

New CoNstruCtioN 
decks, doors, porches,

restoration & more

JL
OF

serViCes

651-276-8233

Remodel
Renovate
RestoRe

Stump Grinding &
Ash Tree Injection
 ISA Certified Arborist
Dave  651 492 5216

MERRIAM PARK
PAINTING
• Interior-Exterior Painting
• Ceiling Texturing
• Wallpapering
Call Ed, 651224-3660
www.mppainting.com

Lic.
Bond.
Ins.

Free
Estimates

SERVICE DIRECTORY
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SERVICE DIRECTORY

Lic. #RR155317Licensed • Bonded • Insured
PatesRoofing.com

Serving the Community and
Metro area for over 25 years

Finest in Residential Roofing

651-690-3956

  Weaver Electric
Residential and Commercial Wiring

Low Rates  - Immediate Response  - Troubleshooting
 Office: 651 644-6551 Mobile: 612 599-7353

Licensed Master Electrician Over 30 Years Experience

SpieSS
    lumbingi

Repair • Remodeling
RPZ Testing & Water Heaters

Scott Spiess
651-248-3853

Lic. • Bonded • Insured    Lic.# 059373-pm

ROOFING
     NILLES

        Builders, Inc.                 651 222-8701
   Full Warranty   MN Lic. #4690

www.nillesbuilders.com

Mike

Mohs
ConstruCtion

3 Generations of Craftsmanship ★ Since 1963
www.mikemohsconstruction.com

Call Scott Mohs   612-701-2209

Roofing – All Types • Flat Roofing – Rubber or Tin
Windows & Skylights • Decks & Porches

Siding & Exterior Wood • Gutters
                                                                                                              MN Lic. BC005456

BBB®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Honesty & Integrity for 50 Years

Steigauf Brothers
~ Since 1980 ~  COMPLETE

Landscaping, Lawn
& snow pLowing services

residential & commercial

Mark steigauf   651-698-0395

Local, Trusted Service for 30 Years

  KELLY
                           PLUMBING &
                          HEATING INC.

 651-699-1232
1932 St. Clair Ave. Lic. #3575M8

For All Your Plumbing Needs…

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

8-Time Super Service Award Winner
www.earlsfloorsanding.com

Sanding    Install    Refinishing
Repair    Maintenance

F loor  Sanding

(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140 
www.PaintingByJerryWind.com

FREE ESTIMATES

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Wallpaper Stripping/
    Skim Coating
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing
• Plaster/Sheetrock Repair

ExteriorsbyDesignExteriorsbyDesign

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Interior & Exterior

• Free Estimates • References

                  Call Jesse 651-206-2454
#BC738852 ExteriorsByDesignLLC.com

Helping your home since 1977.

525 Ohio Street
St. Paul, MN 55107
651-222-8701 #EA761612

INSURED•BONDED•LICENSED nillesbuilders.com

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
& RENOVATIONS

• Additions
• Roofi ng
• Siding

• Remodeling
• Concrete
• Garages

ROGERS MaSOnRy
651224-6985

www.Rogers–Masonry.com
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

• Stone Foundation Repair
• Brick/Stone Building Restoration

All Repair/Restoration done to Heritage
Preservation Commission (HPC) specifications

Chimney RepaiR
& TuCkpoinTing

• Trimming  • Removals  • Stumps
651  699-7022 ( C ) 612 414-9241   rogertree.com

Roger’s
Tree

Service

ASH TREATMENTS “ Infuse it or LOSE it”

Your Neighborhood Tree Service Since 1974

Certified Arborist

24 HR EmERgEncy SERvicE
Tree Removal/Tree & 

Shrub Pruning & More
★ ★ 32 Years Exp ★ ★ 651.690.3200

allseasonstreemn.com

ALL SEASONSALL SEASONSALL SEASONS
T R E E  S E R V I C E

ALL SEASONSALL SEASONS
T R E E  S E R V I C E
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Burton’s Rain
Gutter Service

 • Clean • Repair • Install
  www.burtonsraingutter.com
Licensed • Bonded • Insured                

Burton R. Johnson    
1864 Grand Ave. MN ID#BC126373 

Serving area since 1973

651699-8900

Quality brush &
stump removal
• Small Tree Removal  • Tree Prunning
• Hedge/Shrub Removal & Trimming

                   612-369-1987No Job too Small  
Call Mike Arborist

A T I M E R

A N D S C A P I N G

Custom design
installation

• Paver patios, sidewalks
& driveways

• Natural stone, or
block walls & stairs

• Privacy or ornamental fencing  • Shrub & tree planting
• Grading & Sodding

Call or email George for a FREE consultation & estimate at:
651.983.5969   LatimerLandscapingMN.com

™

ROOMMATE WANTED
ROOMMATE WANTED. 2-bedroom, 
2-bath, furnished. Washer/dryer in 
unit. Pool/exercise room controlled 
entry/bbq pits/jacuzzi/fireplace. No 
smoking, pet friendly. Rent $750 per 
month-deposit required. Available 
immediately. Located: River Crossing 
Apartments, 1730 Graham Avenue 
West. Contact Joanne; 651-398-3753.

HageConcrete.com

      HYDEAND
     HARMSEN
 C O N S T R U C T I O N

Rotten Wood?

Window sills, casings & trim
replaced, storm windows

Andy  651-698-3156
www.harmsenoberg.com

Landscape

jeffmenard.mn@gmail.com
651•436•6568

Jeff Menard

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Drainage Problems?
Retaining Walls

patios – steps – Walks
      

ABEL’S CONCRETE

CELL: 651263-6572
FREE ESTIMATES

New & Repair • Foundation Repair
Brick • Tuckpointing • Concrete
Chimney Repair • Glass Block
Windows • Sidewalks & Steps

Remodeling • Painting • Roofing

LICENSED
INSURED

Landscape Design
Stone Masonry

Fencing
Patios & Walls

612-618-7033
DotyHardscapes.com

dotyhardscapes@gmail.com

Floyd Anderson
Concrete Construction
Steps, sidewalks, driveways, patios,

exposed aggregate patios, blockwork,
patching basement & garage floors.
Call 651644-8567

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

LOCKSMITH
Fast Mobile Service

                           716 So. Cleveland
               651690-4443

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

PR
OFESSIONAL 

LOCKSMITHS 

Babcock & Son
S E C U R I T Y  C O R P O R AT I O N

Peter Wilson DryWall
& Plaster rePair

95% Dust-Free 
Vacuum Sanding!

651-246-4758
Peterwilsondrywall.com

Since 1986N M

ConCrete & 
Masonry

new, repair & replace
step repair

Bobcat • Dump Truck
Demolition • Landscaping

Gary 651-423-6666

Chad Arneson

Rating

SERVICE DIRECTORY

 

 

  

Find us online at

MCQBRos.CoM
MinneaPolis & st. Paul

612.888.8207

WHOLE HOME
CLIMATE CONTROL

FREE SECOND OPINION • ESTIMATE MATCH
Call 612.888.8207 todaY!

Wrought Iron
PaIntIng

Free Estimates
Mark 651.253.1436

❖
 C

H
I L

E

EN  PA I N

T
I N

G
❖

Serving Lakes Area Since
 1

95
2

Chileen
Painting

   greg@chileen.com      

612-850-0325

• Interior Painting   • Exterior Painting
• Wood Finishing   • Water Damage Repair

• Patching   • Enameling   • Insurance Claims

Odis quia volor magnist, velique et quam quam, unt adit ab init ommod quam et eat 
volupta quiate la cus, sequi repro expelique et que elis quias magnate laut moluptati cor 
alibusc iatium aut estotas mi, odit, sam fugias ut fugit, odigent oressequi num sitae nul-
lantem quia nonse oditioresto que vendemp orectem porate vidionsequis dolore pressim 
non consecaboria sim sit apiet quundam, qui re eosa intur. Buy it from Merriam Park 
Repair, 444 N. Prior, Saint Paul. 651-645-1443. www.YourWebSiteHere.com

Merriam Park Repair

Merriam Park Repair
444 N. Prior • St. Paul, MN  55104 • 651-645-1443

Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com

We service most makes and sell NEW!

ROAD WORK SUMMER OF 2022
Now taking in mowers and Equip. Tune up now!
Avoid the road repair! OPEN FOR BUSINESS

Pickup & Delivery
• Established 1989 •

444 N. Prior • St. Paul  55104 • 651-645-1443
Visit our website: www.merriamparkrepair.com

PLUMBING • REPAIR • REMODELING

All Star-Blue
    Star & Rounded reverse red

Master Plumber
Serving Highland Since 1984

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Free Estimates • 1 yr. warranty

Cell (612) 865-2369
~ No overtime charges ~
Angie’s Preferred List

Jack Stodola       MN #003414 PM



    

coldwellbankerhomes.com

Crocus Hill 821 Grand Ave. 
651-227-9144

Highland Park 1991 Ford Pkwy. 
651-698-2481

     

We hope you can join us on site for our 
complimentary food truck, listen to live music, 
& customize your own flower bouquet!

JUNE 11TH from 11-2PM
HighlandBridgeCustomHomes.com

LOLLY MCNEELY SALMEN
612-810-4138

MORAGHAN DeROSIA
952-486-3697

$545,000 

KRISTA WOLTER
612-247-5106

$950,000

www.EnjoyNorthOaks.com

TRADITIONAL TWO STORY!  
This traditional two story home in North Oaks offers a main 
floor master suite, main floor den, gourmet kitchen with 
granite counters and great room off the kitchen. Hardwood 
floors, high ceilings and built-in custom cabinetry are just 
some of the features you’ll find in this custom built home. 
Attractive outside space with both lawn and woods. 

1340 FAIRMOUNT AVENUE • SAINT PAUL
Darling 3 BR Architect Designed Bungalow in 
desirable Mac Groveland. Updated kitchen & 
owners suite. Gleaming hardwood floors, Gas 
FP & charming architectural details. 
3 Season Porch. 2 car Tandem 
Garage. This home sparkles!  Call 
TJ for more details.  TJ@cbrealty.com  

TJ PIERRET
651-755-6669 • $425,000

PORTLAND AVE CLASSIC CONDO
1 bedroom on main level. Hardwood 
floors, 11 foot ceilings, sun drenched 
porch, all new windows. 1 car garage.  
Call TJ for more details.
TJ@cbrealty.com   

TJ PIERRET
651-755-6669

PERFECT STARTER HOME
Convenient and easy living! This ador-
able home offers two nice size bed-
rooms on the main floor with an updated 
bath. Generous living room! 
Lower level family room. 
Walk to shops, parks and 
grocery store!

MORAGHAN DeROSIA
952-486-3697 • $259,900

TWO STORY CHARMER!   
First time this home has been available in over 50 
years! Great architectural details with original wdwrk, 
crown molding, vaulted ceiling in the family room, 
and more. Spacious, newer kitchen 
includes Cambria quartz counter-
tops & custom cherry cabinetry.
www.StoryBookCharmer.com

KRISTA WOLTER
 612-247-5106 • $550,000
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CHARM & UPDATES IN WEST 7TH   
t’s still a GREAT time to sell. Seller received 
multiple offers on this 3BR/2BA property. If you’re 
considering selling, give us a call for a no-pres-
sure consultation! www.wahlbergtoohey.com

MICHAELA TOOHEY 
PHILIP WAHLBERG 
651-336-2410
$290,000

PHILIP M. WAHLBERG
651-336-2410

MORAGHAN DeROSIA
952-486-3697

PETER DONOVAN
651-336-8050

TOM EDELSTEIN, CRS
HENRY EDELSTEIN, CRS

651-695-4300

KATHRYN KENNEDY
612-558-6488

LOLLY MCNEELY
SALMEN

612-810-4138

JOE UEBEL
651-341-3599

JIM SEABOLD
651-276-8555

ROBBIE GROSSMAN
651-434-7887

MICHAELA TOOHEY
651-253-6830

KRISTA WOLTER
612-247-5106

TOM & MIKE DISTAD
612-275-1343

SUE JOHNSON
GOOD COMPANY
651-329-1264

BRIAN WAGNER, M.ED.
651-497-4387

ANITA C. HILL
651-707-6408

DEB SOUCHERAY
651-263-0552

JIM BURTON
651-690-8556

KAREN KELJIK
612-414-3245

SARAH KINNEY
MATCHMAKER
651-231-2211

MARY KNUDSEN
651-335-6619

BETSY MORSE
651-210-4444

CASSANDRA AND ROBERT 
YARBROUGH

651-808-1065

NANCY BERGER
651-236-0636

LOCATION, LOCATION…PREMIER OFFER!
Just steps to Highland Village, Community Center, schools and the 
new Highland Bridge is this 4BR, 3 BA ‘40’s built two-story w/
sundrenched space & gleaming hdwd flrs throughout!  Well thought 
out 3-story addition to include open concept kitchen, much needed 
mud/cloak area & main floor family/office flex space.  Rare opportu-
nity now available after long term owners have lovingly maintained for 
almost 25 years. You won’t want to miss this one! Call Lolly!

CHOICE EAGAN LOCATION!    
Watch the twinkling city lights from this captivating 
3BR, 2BA, perched in a peaceful, wooded setting. 
Lovely hardwood floors, eye-catching teakwood 
ceiling, sleek kitchen. Porch, deck 
& patio, surrounded by “Mother 
Nature!” 687 Lexington Pkwy S.
*click on www.teamedelstein.com

HENRY EDELSTEIN CRS
651-270-1667

SUN-DRENCHED SPACE!    
Tempting 3BR, 2BA in a wonderful Eagan loca-
tion boasts a fabulous open floorplan, designed 
for easy living! Discover sparkling skylights, 
a bay window, and an inviting 
3-season porch. Family room, 
attached gar! 4280 Trenton Trl.
*click on www.teamedelstein.com  

HENRY EDELSTEIN CRS
651-270-1667

COMING SOON!!!
1870 St Clair: Immaculate 3 bedroom, 2 
bath featuring gleaming hardwood floors, 
stunning woodwork with built in buffet, 
handsome fireplace, plus 
new roof and mechanicals.   

         JIM BURTON
  651-690-8556 • $450,000

Put your home here…

And get results!

10319 NICOLLET AVE S.  
Beautifully updated 4 level walk-out home with 
nice finishes & lots of natural sunlight. Wonderful 
neighborhood with endless walking trails, parks. 
Private fenced backyard, large 
side deck for entertaining & dining. 
4645 Deerwood Lane N Plymouth.
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

SUE JOHNSON CRS, GRI
651-329-1264

2007 PRINCETON AVE  
Delightful, sunny MacGroveland 2 story has 
original character and great updates too!! 
Recent gorgeous kitchen remodel, original 
built-in bookcases, buffet, fire-
place, and more! New patio 
and fully landscaped backyard!
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

SUE JOHNSON CRS, GRI
651-329-1264 • $374,900
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STUNNING ST PAUL CONDO!   
Spacious 3rd flr SW corner unit that offers an 
open layout, updated kitchen, and 12ft ceilings. You 
will be wowed by all the natural light that pours in 
through the wall-to-wall windows. 
Generous sized BRs w/closets, 
and full bath with walk-in closet.
www.SaintPaulCondo.com

KRISTA WOLTER
 612-247-5106 • $265,000
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