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John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The good news for Franklin County
resident Rick Neighbors is that he
defeated fellow Democratic chal-
lenger Rhonda Gore in the May 24,
2022, primary election to become the
Democratic nominee for United
States Congress for Alabama’s
Fourth Congressional District.

The less-than-good news? He will
now face 13-term Republican incum-
bent Robert Aderholt in the
November 8, 2022, general election.

Aderholt’s war chest of almost $1.3
million dollars in a heavy Republican
district doesn’t bode well for his
Democratic challenger, at least on
paper. 

This isn’t Neighbors’ first time in
this situation, though. He lost to
Aderholt in the November 2020 gen-
eral election as Aderholt garnered 82
percent of the vote. Neighbors was
unopposed in the 2020 Democratic
Primary. So last month’s win was his
first. Neighbors lost his bid to
become the Democratic nominee in
2012 and 2018. 

But he’s back again in 2022.
Neighbors is the political equivalent
of the young boxer who continues to
get knocked down, but finds the will
to get back up and continue fighting.

Why, you might ask? Because Rick
Neighbors believes in his message.
He just has to find a way to share it
with the approximately 450,000 resi-

Neighbors secures Democratic 
nomination for Congressional seat

Domestic dispute leaves
Russellville man dead

See ‘NEIGHBORS,’ page 7

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

A 31-year-old Franklin County man
is dead after a domestic disturbance
at a residence on Highway 63
Sunday afternoon.

Franklin County Sheriff’s Office
deputies were called to a residence
at 6515 Highway 63 Sunday around
4:45 p.m., according to Franklin
County Sheriff Shannon Oliver.

When deputies arrived, they found
Jared Brannon Richardson, 31, out-
side the residence, deceased. Oliver
said Richardson had been shot. His
body was turned over to the Alabama
Department of Forensic Science for
an autopsy, Oliver said.

The investigation revealed that

Richardson got into a dispute with
his father, Turner Richardson, and
came at him holding a large wrench,
Oliver said. Both men lived at the
Highway 63 residence. The elder
Richardson shot his son and main-
tains his action was taken in self-
defense, Oliver said.

Turner Richardson was questioned
by investigators Sunday evening and
released. He acknowledged shooting
his son but said he was defending
himself. The case will be presented
to a Franklin County Grand Jury at a
later date.

“We are trying to determine if the
father’s actions were in self-defense.
That will be an issue to be deter-
mined by a grand jury or a court,”
Oliver said.



“In Memory of our loved ones...”
brought to you by Atkins Marble and Granite Works

and Franklin Memory Gardens

Charles “Charlie” Britnell, 91, of Russellville,
passed away on Thursday, June 2nd. Interment

at Franklin Memory Gardens.

Kimberly Ann Puckett Miller, 54, of
Russellville, passed away on Monday, June 6th.

Pinkard Funeral Home assisted the family.

Byron Lee Steward, 48, of Phil Campbell,
passed away on Saturday, June 4th. Interment at
Shady Grove Freewill Baptist Church Cemetery.

Saturday, June 18th



For daily updates on news, visit us online at www.franklinfreepress.net!

Have a community event you’d like us to help you
promote? Give us a call at 256-332-0255, fax to 256-332-

7430 or email us at franklinfreepress@yahoo.com. 
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Pilgrim’s sponsoring Russellville Public
Library Summer Reading Program

PUBLIC NOTICE

In accordance with the
Alabama Abandoned

Motor Vehicle Act,
Alabama Code Sections
32-13-1 through 32-13-8,
the following motor vehi-

cle will be sold for cash at
10:30 a.m., on July 27,

2022, at M&N Wrecker &
Service Center, 11833

Hwy. 43 South,
Russellville, Al, 35653.

Seller reserves the right to

reject any bid and the
right to bid. 

2016 toyota corolla
2T1BURHE0GC61028

2003 ford expedition
1FMRU15W53LA21181

2013 Toyota Tacoma
5TFLU4EN1DX050058

2003 Mercury Grand Marquis
2MEFM74W13X635528

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

As the Russellville Public Library staff prepares for the 2022 Summer
Reading Program, they won’t have to worry about funding, thanks to a dona-
tion from Pilgrim’s Russellville.

Recently, Pilgrim’s Complex Manager Jamie Young presented new Library
Director Joshlynn Bowen with a check for $3,250 which will fund the annual
program in its entirety.

“I personally could not be more excited,” Bowen said. “To my knowledge,
this is the first time the Summer Reading Program has ever been fully fund-
ed.”

The Summer Reading Program is for elementary school-aged children. The
program starts the first Friday in June, with weekly activities every Friday at
either 1 or 2 p.m. 

Entertainer Steve Trash will perform at the first Summer Reading Program
on Friday, June 3, at 2 p.m. Other Friday programs will feature craft projects,
puppeteer/ventriloquist Ron Lighty and other guests.

Participants keep track of how many books they read and at the end of the
summer, those who meet the goal enjoy awards and a pool party.

With so many activities available during summer months, the program is a
way to keep children focused on reading.

“We encourage them during the summer months to read. We give them the
books in hand and help prepare them for the upcoming school year,” Bowen
said.

As for Pilgrim’s generous support, Young said it’s the kind of program the
company looks forward to assisting.

“We always take an active role in helping our community and when you
have a program that benefits kids and encourages them to read, that’s some-
thing we’re proud to be a part of,” Young said.

Russellville City Councilman Darren Woodruff attended Pilgrim’s check
presentation at the library and discussed how much the company supports
its community.

“We are so appreciative of what Pilgrim’s does each and every day to sup-
port its employees and our community. Pilgrim’s footprint in Russellville and
Franklin County goes way beyond just being a large employer. Through their
Hometown Strong program and many other contributions, they make this a
better place to live and work every day,” Woodruff said.

For more information on the Russellville Public Library and its Summer
Reading Program, visit the library’s Facebook page by searching

COURTESY PHOTO
Pilgrimʼs Complex Manager Jamie Young presents Library Director
Joshlynn Bowen with a check for $3,250 to fund the annual summer
reading program.

2018 FORD F-150 XLT
2WD SUPERCREW

6.5’ BOX

Only $24,900



Send your guest columns, recipes, 
cartoon panels, letters to the editor and other creative 

submissions to  franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

For updates on news and sports throughout the week, don’t 
forget to visit us online at www.franklinfreepress.net!

For updates on news and sports throughout the week,
visit us on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!

Send your guest columns, letters to the editor and other
creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.
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Letter to the editor... Letter to the editor...
To the editor:

I would like to extend my heart-felt thanks to those who supported my cam-
paign for the United States House of Representatives. Especially those vol-
unteers, who put up signs, helped with publicity, and did all the hard work
involved in running for office to ensure my success in the Democratic
Primary. I would also like to extend my special appreciation to the Franklin
Free Press for its unbiased and thorough coverage of the campaigns and
election.
My Campaign Volunteers as well as myself, would like to thank all of those
voters who exercised their patriotic duty and voted in the recent election on
May 24. As President Ronald Regan once said ” For this Nation to remain
true to its principles, we cannot allow any American’s vote to be denied, dilut-
ed, or defiled. The right to vote is the crown jewel of American liberties, and
we will not see its luster diminished.”

Respectfully submitted,

Rick Neighbors

Dear Editor,

Amity is a word that means “FRIENDSHIP.” 
Last year National Race Amity was celebrated in Russellville and Franklin

County, in observance of the centennial of the organization.
The Race Amity Day Coalition received proclamations from the cities,

towns and county commissions in the Shoals area, and celebrated the day
with a program. Race Amity Day has an overall mission of the cultivation of
friendship and cooperation among and between all people, with the cultiva-
tion of race amity as its key tool and end goal.

This year we are expanding our efforts to invite civic organizations and
churches in Franklin County to join our coalition and indicate their support for
the idea and the mission of our local effort to publicize and expand obser-
vance of Race Amity Day. 

Race Amity Day will be June 12, 2022. If your organization or church would
like to be a supporter, you can contact the Race Amity coalition on Facebook
at Race Amity Day in the Shoals or call 256-764-1766.

You are also welcome to contact me for more information.

Sincerely,

Rev. Charles Dale
For the Race Amity Day Coalition





There will be an Antique Tractor Show as part of the City of
Russellville's Fourth of July Jam on Sloss Lake. The Antique

Tractor Show will be held at Sloss Lake from 7:30-2 on July 4. If you're inter-
ested in bringing a tractor to the show, call Jacob Murray at 256-668-7607.

The NACOLG Seniorx – Medicine program is a program for free
adnd low-cost medications for the uninsured, underinsured,

Medicare coverage gap or disability waiting period. For more information,
contact NACOLG Seniorx today. There is no charge for this service. 1-800-
AGELINE (1-800-243-5463) Paula Pardue 256-389-0529.

The Woodruff Family Reunion will be held at Cedar Buff Farm,
3449 County Road 78, Russellville,  on Saturday, June 11, from

10-2. Please bring a covered dish or dessert of your choice.

LifeSouth Community Blood Center will host a blood drive at
Russellville Hospital on TUESDAY, JUNE 14TH, 2022 from

10:00 AM to 6:00 PM..   LifeSouth is the primary supplier of blood products
to Russellville Hospital.  Please contact Deborah Lindsey to schedule an
appointment at 256-332-8676 or by email at deborah.lindsey@russellville-
hospital.org.   Please be sure to bring your photo ID when you donate.
Everyone who signs up to donate will receive a free T-shirt, an appetizer card
from Texas Roadhouse, a free cookie dough card from Papa Murphy’s and a
free meal ticket from Russellville Hospital. All donors will receive a free cho-
lesterol screening. We will also be giving away DOOR PRIZES!

My Father’s House will host “Celebrating the Mighty God,” a
Kid’s Crusade, June 15-17, 2022, beginning at 6:30 p.m.,

nightly. There will be food, refreshments, games & crafts. Church is located
at 104 East Lawrence Street in Russellville. For more information or a ride,
call 256-460-1376.

Send your letters to the editor, guest columns, cartoon panels
and other creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.



Send your guest columns, recipes, cartoon panels, letters to the editor and other 
creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.
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‘NEIGHBORS,’ from page 1
dents of Alabama’s Fourth Congressional District.
“We’re not going to be Aderholt on money,” Neighbors said. 
“We’re not going to win this election through Facebook or Twitter. We’re not

going to win this election on radio or TV ads. We’re going to win by knocking
on people’s doors and saying ‘I’m Rick. Let’s work together to make our
world better for all of us.’ We’ve got to get people out to vote for that mes-
sage to work. If they don’t get out, we’re not going to beat the money,” he
added.

Aderholt received 54 percent of the vote in the May 24th primary, out total-
ing Gore 4,483 to 3,810. 

The low voter turnout for the Democratic Primary was due in part to voters
choosing to vote in the Republican Primary, where the majority of local races,
along with the well-publicized Governor’s race and United States Senate pri-
maries were held.

“The May 24th turnout means there are a whole lot of people out there we
need to take our message to,” Neighbors said. “The field is ripe for harvest.
We just have to pick the harvest and that takes work.”

And picking the harvest is something Neighbors knows well.
The son of a North Carolina sharecropper, Neighbors volunteered to join

the United States Army and served three tours in Vietnam.
He works for Pilgrim’s Russellville as a manager in Maintenance Planning.
Neighbors is the kind of person who was taught to respect our nation’s

president, regardless of his or her party affiliation.
“When the President spoke, you sat up and listened and you expected him

to give good reasoning but that’s not true anymore,” Neighbors said. “Our
critical leaders are not treating people with respect and that’s cruelty. 

“Look at our Fourth Congressional District. We are paying global corpora-
tions good money (through incentives) to come in and pay people $10-$11
an hour. Why are we spending money to do this and making people poor?
We’re selling our jobs and labor cheap.”

Since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, Neighbors said he’s seen cor-
porations increase wages a small amount but not enough to offset inflation. 

“These corporations come in and give a few bonuses, but don’t increase
wage rates. A bonus isn’t
something a person can
bank on. You can’t build
on that. A bonus comes
and goes, depending on
the whim of the company.
There’s no commitment
from these companies to
their community or to
their employees. And
Robert Aderholt is one of
these leaders right in the
middle of this problem,”
Neighbors added.

Whether Neighbors’
message resonates with
voters remains to be
seen. But it’s hard to
argue with some of his
ideals.

“Regardless of what
party you were, I was
raised on the idea of
Democracy in America
being something special
and that we as Americans do good because doing good is the right thing to
do,” Neighbors said.
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Don’t forget to visit us online at 
www.franklinfreepress.net!

Contact us at 256-332-0255 or franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

Patriotic nonfiction and 
military history books to add

to your reading list
Lori Skinner
For the Franklin Free Press

Observance of Memorial Day always leads me to reflect on the ulti-
mate sacrifices made
by the courageous
men and women who
choose to serve our
country. I am so
thankful for each and
every person that has
chosen to serve and
given their all to pro-
tect our freedom.
Having our nation’s
heroes in mind, I
wanted to share a few
nonfiction reads that
may be of interest.

Young elementary
readers will enjoy
Gabe: The Dog Who
Sniffs Out Danger by
Thea Feldman and
Chris Danger. Gabe
is a real-life hero that
received the
American Humane
Association’s Hero
Dog Award for his work detecting explosives for the military in Iraq.
Another great read is Twenty-One Steps: Guarding the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier by Jeff Gottesfeld and illustrated by Matt Tavares.
This is a sobering and powerful tale of the sentinel guards and those
they have honored since midnight July 2, 1937.

The popular Who Were series is a great place to start for slightly older
elementary aged students that would like to learn more about various ele-
ments of military conflicts. Who Were the Navajo Code Talkers? by
James Buckely Jr. examines the role of American Indians in creating a
secret, unbreakable code during World War II. Another great read in this
series is Who Were the Tuskegee Airmen? by Sherri L. Smith. With
thrilling details of World War II flight missions and grueling training ses-
sions, at Tuskegee University in Alabama, this book also examines the
lives of the pioneers of military integration. 

Adult readers will enjoy The Bomber Mafia: A Dream, a Temptation, and
the Longest Night of the Second World War by Malcolm Gladwell.  Using
original interviews, archival footage, and insight, Gladwell shares the sto-
ries of the individuals that led to the successful use of airplanes and pre-
cision bombing. Barbara W. Tuchman’s Pulitzer Prize winning The Guns
of August, is a powerful recreation of the first month of World War I.
Selected by Modern Library as one of the 100 best nonfiction books of all
time, this one should definitely be on your list to read. New York Times
bestseller Code Girls: The Untold Story of the American Women Code
Breakers of World War II by Liza Mundy explores the important secret
service of more than 10,000 women who served as code-breakers during
World War II.  

Contributor Lori Skinner is the Head Librarian for Northwest-Shoals
Community College (NW-SCC).  For more information, she can be con-
tacted at 256-331-6288 or lori.skinner@nwscc.edu. NW-SCC Libraries
are open to the public and look forward to serving your library needs.  



Don’t forget to visit us on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!

Send your guest columns, recipes,
cartoon panels, letters to the editor
and other creative submissions to

franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

And don’t forget to check us out
online at www.franklinfreepress.net!

YARD SALES

Friday June 10
from 7 am till 4 pm
and Sat June 11

from 7 am till 2 pm
At 5837 Hwy 48

Tharptown. 5 miles
from Russellville.

Lamps, Door
Wreath, Jewelry,

Bags, Purses,
Clothes, Glassware

and lots of misc.

Yard Sale!
Brookwood

Subdivision in
Russellville on

Underwood Road.
Saturday from 7

a.m. - 3 p.m.

Several families.
Signs will be placed
out, just follow the

signs.

Yard Sale one day
only, Friday, June

10th from 7 a.m. - 2
p.m. 380 Ash Ave.
uphill past commu-
nity center next to
last house on the

right.

Yard Sale.
Thurs./Fri. June

9/10. 4284 Highway
83, Russellville.

Lots of men’s and
women’s clothes.
Household items.

Just too much stuff
to mention. Cheap
prices—it’s got to
go. Cleaning out
storage house!

Multi-Family Yard
Sale.

Thursday/Friday,
June 9/10. 8 a.m.-

until. 501 NE

Lauderdale St,
Russellville. Lots of

baby stuff, tools,
TOO much to men-

tion!

FOR SALE

2003 Ford
Expedition. Green
in color. Excellent
condition, garage

kept. Low mileage.
Best offer accept-
ed. Call 256-668-

9194.

Exercise Bike For
Sale. Like new.

$40. Call 256-324-
4893.

One Owner 2009
Jeep. Two-door

with 25,000 miles.
Call (256)-460-

9667.

Three-piece wood-
en bedroom suite.

Call (256)-460-
9667.

Decoration Flowers
For Sale. All kinds.
911 Adams St. NW,

Russellville.

Lighted Oak China
Cabinet with two
glass doors. Bow
front with three
glass shelves.

$100. Call (256)-
332-6138.

Steel frame, fold
up, twin size bed

with mattress. $25.
Call (256)-332-

6138.

Old metal flat top
trunk with wooden
tray inside. Good

condition. $50. Call
(256)-332-6138.

30 Bronze Storm
Doors For Sale.
$250 for all. You
pick up. Most in

good condition. Call
256-668-5480.

2001 Dodge
Magnum Truck For
Sale. 96,000 Actual
Miles. Good motor,
transmission. Body

in fair condition.
$2,500 OBO. Call

256-324-2407.

Three Hanging Wall
Heaters For Sale.
$150 for all three.
220-volt. Northstar
Pressure Washer

For Sale. $75 OBO
or work trade. Call

256-324-2407.

SEEKING TO BUY

Want to buy a
cabin on one of the

lakes in Franklin
County. Call (256)-

996-2699.

FOR RENT

1 BR Apartment
For Rent.

Furnished. Private

Entrance, Patio.
Call 256-332-5081
or 256-627-1916.

(1)

2 BR Apartment
For Rent. Large
Yard. Covered

Patio, Central Air.
Call 256-332-5081
or 256-627-1916.

(1)

Franklin Free Press
Classified Rates
Yard Sale Rates:
FREE, Deadline
Monday at Noon;

Real Estate-
Homes, acreage,

lots for sale or rent.
$25 for six consec-
utive weeks. Up to
40 words per ad;
Vehicles, Boats,

RVs, Motorcycles
for sale. $15 for six
consecutive weeks.
Up to 25 words per
ad; Pets For Sale
only $10 for six

consecutive weeks.

Up to 25 words  per
ad; Free of Charge:

Lost & Found,
Giveaways, and

Items Under $100
(Private Parties

Only).15-word limit;
Commercial

Classified Rates:
$25 for Businesses,
15 words or less for

six weeks. Ads
exceeding word
limit add $10 per

additional 15
words. The number
in parentheses rep-
resents the number
of times the ad has
appeared. Call us

at 256-332-0255 to
place, cancel or
renew your ad.

Payment is
required in advance

of publication for
ads.

ALASCAN

ANNOUNCE-
MENTS

SPONSOR AN
Exchange student!
Enjoy another cul-
ture from the com-

fort of your own
home. Make a dif-

ference in your
community. Change
a student’s life! 1-

678-745-8081.

PLACE
STATEWIDE Ads in

over 100
Newspapers,

reaching over 1 mil-
lion readers each

week!  Run your ad
in our Classified
Network for just
$210 per week!
Make one call to
this newspaper
(participating

Alascan newspa-
per) or call 1-800-
264-7043 to find
out how easy it is

to advertise
statewide!



For updates on news and
sports throughout the week,

visit us on the web at
www.franklinfreepress.net!

Send your guest columns,
letters to the editor and

other creative submissions to
franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

See ʻTEAMS,  ̓page 15
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BELGREEN - When contemplating whether or
not to run, whether it be for exercise or for person-
al enjoyment, most people would trend towards
the side of not doing so.

But Canaan Stough isn’t like most people.
In fact, the former Belgreen Bulldog enjoys run-

ning so much that he decided years ago to try
doing it competitively.

And the end result has paid off handsomely for
him.

After he walked the stage in late May to receive
his diploma from Belgreen High School, Stough
will be transitioning to Calhoun Community
College where he will not only continue his aca-
demic career, but his athletic one too.

Stough received a scholarship from Calhoun to
run cross country, something he had been doing
since the seventh grade.

However, even with his enjoyment of running for
miles on end, running cross country wasn’t some-
thing that he himself initially decided to do.

A requirement for basketball led to Stough taking

up cross country and with his first strides in his
seventh grade year, the rest is history.

“Coach (Chuck) Simmons, who was the basket-
ball coach at the time, actually required us to run
cross country as well. So that got all of us started.
But I stuck with it because I really enjoyed it,”
Stough said.  “At the end of every race, everyone
is always telling you ‘great job’ and you always are
able to make friends as you run too. But during the
race it’s super competitive because you are
always wanting to pass the next guy in front of you
and it’s just an overall fun experience.”

During his time as a Bulldog, Stough wasn’t only
blazing a trail on the cross country paths. In addi-
tion, he also was a standout baseball and basket-
ball player for Belgreen as well.

And with his busy athletic schedule over the
years, Stough has never had to worry too much
about staying in game-ready shape.

“In basketball, we would do sprints and I would
never get tired, I would always be able to go with-
out taking a break. And the same thing in baseball.
We would run foul poles and that would help me
with my conditioning as well. But I was able to stay

Staff reports

Graduations have concluded and summer work-
outs are in full swing across the state of Alabama.
So now that we can take time to reflect on the year
prior, and take a look at some of the players in
Franklin County who were selected to their
respective sports all-state teams for the year.

And with multiple teams making deep runs in the
postseason, it’s not strange at all to see multiple
players getting the nod for prestigious accolades.

This week we will take a look at players that
were selected to all-state teams in both soccer
and softball with baseball to follow in the coming
weeks.

Soccer
The Russellville Golden Tiger boys soccer team

came home with a 4A-5A runner-up trophy for the
second straight year and with it, the Golden Tigers
boast a number of key players who were selected
to the ASWA all-state team.

As a midfielder, Jonathan Salgado was selected
to the all-state boys super first team as one of the
leaders for head coach Trey Stanford and his
squad. Making the super team signifies the
absolute best of the best in the state of Alabama
and Salgado’s performance on the season didn’t
go unnoticed.

Also making the all-state super team, on the sec-
ond team, was forward Orlando Jimenez. Both
Salgado and Jimenez exit Russellville as two of
the more prolific players in the program’s young
history.

In terms of the class 4A/5A all-state team,

Franklin County 
well-represented on

all-state soccer, 
softball teams
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See ʻRUNNING,  ̓page 14

Running towards success

COURTESY PHOTO
Stough siged a scholarship with Calhoun Community College to continue running cross country and
will pursue a teaching degree with hopes of becoming a coach in the future.
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‘RUNNING,’ from page 11
in shape because of cross country because before basketball and baseball

seasons rolled around, I was already in good condition because I ran cross
country,” Stough said.

Most days, Stough can be found running in some capacity. But you might
not catch him running in the same place or terrain two days in a row.

The former Bulldog says that he enjoys mixing up his training regimen and
also gets excellent practice working on different types of strategies for his
races.

Add his current training to his college strength and conditioning schedule
and safe to say that Stough is going to be in peak physical condition when
the fall rolls around - even if it means being sore for a day or two in the
process.

“Currently I enjoy running on the treadmill because I can set the incline to
whatever I want but that’s not really the terrain I compete on. So when I want
to train for a race, I will run outside of my house, down the road, in the woods,
through gravel and just all different kinds of stuff,” Stough said.  “Coach Bain
gave us all strength training to do and it kills our legs like crazy. Even the
people that have been doing it for a while say it’s tough but it is going to be
well worth it I know.”

And of course, like most athletes, Stough has a favorite and least favorite
performance during his Bulldog days.  

The one thing that differs in Stough’s case though, is the fact that his least
favorite race was actually his best performance.

“My least favorite was the Indian Mound race, but it was my best time. The
hills are what kills me. At the start, you start flat and go up hills and it’s not
too bad. But then you get to a part where it’s just like a snaky downwards hill
and just goes up and down and I hate it. But that was my best time overall,”
Stough said.

Stough holds the Belgreen record for time in the 5K, two mile and the 2.1
mile races and he also finished as the number three senior in the state of
Alabama in class 1A-2A.

In the 2021 AHSAA cross country state championship 5,000 meter run,
Stough placed 17th out of 160 total runners in the meet while also setting a
personal record of 17:57:65.

“It started at a race where a couple of coaches came up and talked to me
before the race. Then afterwards, coach (Tiffany) Bain came up and talked
to me and told me that she would keep in touch so it just went from there,”
Stough said.  “Going from me not expecting a scholarship to getting a schol-
arship was just awesome.”

Of course, Stough has plenty of people to thank for helping get him where
he is today. 

And the ones he has to thank first and foremost are the coaches who over-
saw his career to this point, and the one who is giving him the opportunity to
continue doing what he loves.

“I just want to thank coach Simmons and coach Colby Cox for having faith
in me and always pushing me to be my best self. And also to coach Bain at
Calhoun for believing in me and giving me the chance to run cross country
at the college level. It really is a dream come true,” Stough said.

As he enters the summer with a bright future ahead, Stough still has some
nerves left about making the move to the college level. But his nerves aren’t
involving the team he’s joining. 

In fact, Stough says that the team has welcomed him in with open arms
already and he already feels like he is a part of the team without even hav-
ing raced in a single competition yet for Calhoun.

“I was excited but I was very nervous and I still am nervous for the college
part. But in terms of the running part, I don’t think it will be as bad because I
know a good bit of the team. Gracie and a few others I know will be there and
I’ve already had a few of the current members reach out to me already,”
Stough said. “I know a good bit of those guys and I know I will be able to go
there and not feel left out at all and that’s the thing I like about the team. They
reach out and check in on me with anything I need and it’s such a huge sigh
of relief.”
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‘TEAMS,’ from page 11
Russellville had a total of three players named to all-state teams including

Jimenez and Salgado.
As a part of the class 4/A5A all-state teams, Vicente Machic (midfielder)

was also chosen and will join Salgado and Jimenez as exiting as part of a
historic group of players.

On the girls team, the
Lady Golden Tigers had
one selection to the all-
state team as junior Ashly
Garcia was chosen after
leading the Lady Golden
Tigers back to the post-
season once again.

Softball
Belgreen, Russellville

and Tharptown each
were represented on the
all-state softball teams as
both the 

For the Belgreen Lady
Bulldogs, who made a
postseason run once
again, Makayla
Willingham was chosen
to represent as a mem-
ber of the class 1A all-
state first team by the
ASWA.

What makes
Willingham’s selection
stand out is the fact that
she is only an eighth grader and was the only eighth grader selected to the
1A first team. 

Joining Willingham on the all-state team is her teammate Lily Blackburn.
Blackburn, a sophomore pitcher, was chosen as a member of the second

team all-state team for 1A. With Willingham and Blackburn part of a young
dynamic core, the Lady Bulldogs are well-positioned for both the present and
the future.

In class 2A, the Tharptown Lady Wildcats had one selection to the all-state
team.

Senior pitcher Taylor Cameron led Tharptown in the circle for the season
and was rewarded with an honorable mention selection to the 2A all-state
team.

As for class 5A, the Russellville Lady Golden Tigers had a very successful
year.

Sophomore pitcher Jacey Moore was chosen as the representative for the
Lady Golden Tigers for the 2022 season and will look to build on her suc-
cessful year in the 2023 campaign for Russellville.

Send your guest columns, recipes,
cartoon panels, letters to the editor
and other creative submissions to

franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

And don’t forget to check us out
online at www.franklinfreepress.net!
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To the RHS Graduating Class of 2022:

I want to begin this letter to you by saying how tremendously proud I am of
each one of you. Graduating from high school is a major accomplishment,
and one that you and your loved ones can be proud of as well. As you soon
walk across the field and close out this chapter of your lives, hold your heads
high and take pride in what you have accomplished thus far. Each one of you
has much to celebrate!

It has been my honor as your superintendent to watch the accomplish-
ments the Class of 2022 has made, particularly during the last four years. I
have seen many of you excel in athletics – winning games and matches,
dedicating yourself to hard work during practices, winning awards, earning
state titles, receiving athletic scholarships, and representing RCS with class
and honor. I have seen others excel in the performing arts – performing
under the Friday Night Lights in the Marching Hundred, performing onstage
in musical and theater productions, winning regional and state awards for
your talents, and securing scholarships and opportunities to continue your
craft at the next level. I have watched many career tech students work hard
and achieve certifications that will help you get ahead and be closer to estab-
lishing yourself in whatever career you choose; I have watched as so many
of you set goals for yourself in the classroom and worked hard to achieve
those goals, and how your academic success led to scholarships and awards
that will help you further your academic career. I’ve watched many overcome
language barriers, academic barriers, and other challenges that led to this
day – of making it to graduation and receiving your high school diploma,

which is an amazing accomplishment in itself that you should be proud of.
And I’ve watched as this class has overcome smaller, everyday obstacles;
bonded and supported one another; grew in character and maturity; and
have become individuals our community can be proud of.

Throughout your time at RCS, we have tried to prepare you for this moment
where you will walk out of our halls and step into the world as young adults,
ready to contribute to society through your words, actions, and presence. It
is my sincere hope you will take the lessons you have learned during your
time at RCS and use them to guide you in the future: the leadership and
teamwork qualities you received from being a student athlete; the time man-
agement you learned from your academic work; the responsibility you gained
by being part of one of our fine arts programs; the knowledge and friendship-
building skills you learned by being involved in extracurricular activities; the
good character you developed over the years of learning right from wrong;
the perseverance you learned by overcoming obstacles and adversity; and
the pride and confidence we hope you all feel after being part of this school
system.

I have all the confidence in the world that the RHS Class of 2022 will forge
paths that lead to bright futures and great accomplishments. 

Congratulations, Class of 2022! I hope you always know how GREAT it is
to be a Golden Tiger!

Dr. Heath Grimes
Superintendent
Russellville City Schools

A letter to RHS Class of 2022 from RCS Superintendent Heath Grimes





Israel Abarca
Gabriel Alfaro
Keslie Allen

Gabriel Amick
Yoni Miguel Andres

Daniel Galvez Antonio
Sofia Bahena

Wayner Barrios
BraydenBolton
Olivia Borden

Abby Boyd
Ashton Boyd
Austin Boyd
Noah Brady

Nathan Brockway
Mathew Bryant
Ella Burcham
Natalie Busler
David Butler

Conner Byars
Juan Merida Cano

Naydelin Perez Carrillo
Ayelen Bautista Castaneira

Madeline Cooper
Zadie Cooper

Victoria Corcimaru
Byron Cotoc-Perez
Katie Cummings

Antony Garcia De Aza
Marvin De La Cruz-Serrano

Kiah Derrick
Allison Diaz-Martinez

Griselda Felix Francisco
Yoslin Pinto Figueroa

Addyson Fikes
Marty Fisher
Nicole Foster

Sandra Mateo Francisco
Julio Francisco Perez
Magdalena Francisco

Yenifer Francisco-Francisco
Thalia Francisco-Mendez

Conner Franks
Trent Franks
Araceli Funez
Anthony Gann
Makaila Gann
Kiley Gillespie

Eli Gipson
Emily Gipson

Byron Carranza Gonzalez
Osvaldo Gonzalez

Abby Green
Emitt Green

Madelynn Green
Brock Grissom

Jade Romero Gutierrez
Talton Hamilton
Madyn Harris

Andrew Hatton
Karen Perez Hernandez

Jose Hernandez
Anthony Hervert

Brayden Hill
Reed Hill

Sophie Hill
James Hooper
Karson Hyde
Dawson Ikerd

Jerome Jackson
Katlyn James

Morgan Jenkins
Mario Felipe Jimenez

Orlando Luna Jimenez
Diana Rosas Jimenez
Rawilny Adames Jose

Emilio Diego Juan
Daniel Francisco Juan

Elisiano Francisco Juan
Federico Juan

Nelson Kennedy
Julio Linares

Pedro Andres Lopez
Josue Pascual Lopez

Eduardo Lucas
Luis Lucas

Camille Lynn
Vicente Machic

Jessica  Lugo Macias
Misael Tomas Martinez

Callie Mayberry
Airreon McCulloch
Grace McDermitt
Whitten McGee

John McReynolds
Nicholas McSpadden

Nathan Medley
Carson Mele

Cristian Merida
Pedro Juan Miguel

Avary Miller
Hannah Mills

Hailey Mitchell
James Mitchell

Arely Mojica
Maria Gonzalez Montenegro 

Dallan Montgomery
Israel Montie

Brisli Morales Bravo
Yarisbeth Morales Delgado

Joslyn Gonzalez Nobles
Ethan Oliver
Canyon Pace
Malorie Pace
Samuel Pace

Maddux Parker
Leonardo Pedro Juan
Oswin Cuenca Perez

Bennett Perkins
Cahlese Phillips
Bernardo Ponce

Jayna Poss
Joana Rayo
Kaitlyn Reed

Carlos Richardson
Eric Rocha

Leah Rushing
Jonathan Olea Salgado

Luis Salgado
Katherine Sanchez

Luis Sandoval
Laci Scott
Kyle Seal

Cristobal Siquina Sanchez
Anna Skidmore

Gavin Slay
Gracie Smith
Roberto Sop

Caroline Sparks
Catarina Sum Siquina

Drake Taylor
Wesley Tello-Figueroa

Grayson Thorpe
Victoria Tiffin

Nelly Valdez-Ojendiz
Isaiah Valladares

Addison Vicente-Sontay
Elmer Villalobos
Jaben Wilcoxon

Kimberly Avalos Zatarain
Maira Marquez Zacala
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John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

When his family moved to Russellville eight years
ago, Kiah Derrick found himself in the role of the
‘new kid’ in town. 

So when the 2022 Russellville High School
Valedictorian says one of the best things about his
hometown is how people are so accepting, welcom-
ing and kind to new residents, Derrick knows what
he’s talking about.

Derrick was honored at graduation as the Class of
2022 Valedictorian. Brayden Bolton was named
Salutatorian.

“Definitely the best thing about Russellville is the
people,” Derrick said. 

“When I moved here everyone was so accepting
and made me feel welcome. It’s the small town cli-
mate where everyone knows everyone. Russellville
does a good job, especially with its schools, promot-
ing kids and supporting them to push themselves.”

Derrick took a number of Advanced Placement
(AP) classes and he appreciates school administra-
tors and faculty encouraging students to enroll in
them.

“They are challenging classes that prepare every-
one well,” Derrick said. “The teachers and coaches
at RHS love what they do and that’s important to
help people develop into who they are and what
they want to be.”

Derrick is the son of Steven and Darcy Derrick. His
father is CI Manager at Innovative Hearth Products
in Russellville. Derrick has two younger sisters who
attend Russellville City Schools.

Derrick will enroll at the University of Alabama
Huntsville this fall to study Cyber Security.

“I’ve always liked working with computers and the
IT field really interested me. There’s lots of opportu-

nities for jobs there so I decided to go in that direc-
tion,” Derrick said.

Derrick was a recipient of a merit scholarship to
UAH that is based on grade point average and ACT
score.

Derrick participated in RHS’ Career Tech Program,
taking computer science, engineering and some
business classes through CT. He is a member of the
National Honor Society and the Future Business
Leaders of America (FBLA).

“We have one of the best Career Tech programs in
Northwest Alabama. Whether you plan to go to col-
lege or enter the work force right away it’s a really
good program,” Derrick said. 

Derrick was a member of the RHS tennis team for
six seasons.

“I enjoy playing doubles more because it’s more
fun, but I’m definitely better at singles. I think it’s
about the mindset,” Derrick said. “I love tennis. It’s a
way to keep in shape and I’ll definitely keep playing.”

When it comes to his academic success, Derrick
said his best efforts come during the school day.

“I’m not one to study a lot at night. I do more lis-

tening in class and pay attention, taking notes the
whole time and it just sticks with me,” Derrick said.
“If you pay attention, are hands on and listen and
understand in the moment, you don’t have to go
home and study three hours. That’s not my style.”

When he completes his education, Derrick hopes
to return to Russellville to work and start a family.
While he’s open to Huntsville, which is loaded with
cyber security and IT job opportunities, he’d love to
return home.

“In cyber security there are lots of jobs where you
can work from home so I’m not sure where I’ll end
up. But Russellville will always be my hometown. I’m
just not sure what the future holds,” he said.

Derrick credits his parents for giving him all the
opportunity needed to succeed, both in school and
in life.

“They’ve always pushed me to do my best but
always support me even when I fail,” Derrick said.
“They want me to do the best I can and if I don’t get
an ‘A’ or win a match, they don’t treat me any differ-
ent. That’s really important. Some parents get upset
if their kids fail or don’t do what they want them to do
in life, but mine did a good job supporting me even
when it doesn’t always work out.”

As he reflects on his eight years at Russellville,
Derrick said there were many teachers who had a
positive influence on him, although three stood out.

“Coach (Ben) Phillips (tennis) definitely taught me
how to have fun and enjoy what you do, win or lose,”
Derrick said. “Mr. (Hunter) Ray (AP calculus) did a
great job showing how sometimes you fail, some-
times you do well, and sometimes your grade does-
n’t affect who you are. 

“And my chemistry teacher, Mrs. (Nicole) Watts,
taught one of the hardest classes I took and made
me realize life gets hard but you can push through it
no matter what,” he added.

Russellville High School Class of 2022 Valedictorian: Kiah Derrick

Kiah Derrick
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A letter to the Class of 2022 from Franklin County Superintendent Greg Hamilton
Dear Class of 2022:

Congratulations on your significant accomplishments as you prepare to
move on to the next phases of your lives.

It is my hope, and that of the dedicated educators in the Franklin County
School system, that we have helped prepare you for life after high school,
regardless of where that path takes you. While I am excited to see what life
has in store for each of you, there’s also a touch of sadness knowing this will
be the time that we say goodbye.

Each of you is special, and you have your own strengths, skills and person-
ality traits that have positively impacted our school system, as they will also
impact people whose lives you have not yet touched.

As it is for me, I’m sure this is an emotional time for you, seeing your days
in Franklin County Schools come to an end. As you move forward with your
lives, please take time to reflect on your days in the halls of Belgreen, Phil
Campbell, Red Bay, Tharptown or Vina High Schools.

You are part of the heartbeat of these communities. We hope the day will
come when you tear up with pride watching your son or daughter enter
school on that first day of kindergarten. And I sincerely hope you remain a
part of Franklin County as you start your own families.

Every door in life is open for you. Whether your path takes you to college,
a technical school, the workforce or the armed forces, I challenge you to
make a difference in the lives of others.

What are your life goals? To be wealthy? Famous? Powerful? While there’s
nothing wrong with healthy ambition, I can tell you from my own experiences
that the greatest life rewards come as a result of making positive differences
in the lives of others.

Whether it’s in the lives of your family, your employees, your community,
your church or the lives of complete strangers, be that beacon of light that
makes a difference to others regardless of where it shines. Life offers no
greater reward.

I want to thank the members of the Franklin County Board of Education for
their dedication in positively impacting the lives of Franklin County students,
faculty and staff. Each of these men and women genuinely care about the
success of this system and each student.

You will always remain a Bulldog, Bobcat, Tiger, Wildcat or Red Devil. This
was and forever will be your school. I encourage you to stay involved with
your school or, if life takes you elsewhere, to be active in the school in your
new community. By doing that, you’re helping to build the foundation for the
future of your community.

Soon we will begin preparations for another school year, and a new class
of seniors across Franklin County. 

But that doesn’t mean the accomplishments of the Class of 2022 will be for-
gotten. To the contrary, your inspiration to learn, grow and develop as tomor-
row’s leaders will have a lasting effect on Franklin County Schools. And for
that, we will remain forever grateful.

I wish you the very best success in your lives and I’m excited to see what
the future holds for the Class of 2022. 

I’ll close with a  timeless quote from Benjamin Franklin: An investment in
knowledge pays the best interest. 

Congratulations to you and your families!

Greg Hamilton
Superintendent, Franklin County Schools
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John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

When she begins classes this fall at
the University of Alabama, Maria Jose
Estrada will carry with her the confi-
dence of knowing she is loved and
supported by her family, and that’s a
big deal for the Belgreen High School
Class of 2022 Valedictorian.

“My parents (Jose and Jacqueline
Estrada) were always my biggest sup-
porters in everything. If not for them, I
would not have been able to do any-
thing,” Estrada said. “They always
helped me without pushing me too
much. They never made it seem like a
negative if I didn’t succeed. I knew I
was loved and had their support in
everything.”

Estrada, the middle child of three,
will pursue a degree in Nursing at
Alabama.

“It’s something I’m pretty interested
in. It’s pretty cool what they do at Children’s Hospital and I’d love to work
there as a pediatric nurse,” Estrada said.

Describing herself as goal-oriented, Estrada said she set out to finish as
Valedictorian and used that as motivation.

“There were some times I struggled but I studied and worked hard. My goal
was always to be on top of my class rank,” Estrada said. “When I finally met
that goal, I was proud of myself for sacrificing a lot of late nights studying.”

At Belgreen, Estrada was a three-year cheerleader, president of the Senior
BETA Club, a member of FCCLA and SBLA and a Junior Leadership partic-
ipant. She also ran cross-country for the Bulldogs for three years.

“Running is not the most fun thing ever but it’s useful to get my mind off
things,” Estrada said. “I look at it as a distraction. When I run, I’m able to clear
my mind and not worry about what may be going on at the time.”

Estrada received an Academic Scholarship from UA of $7,000 per semes-
ter, subject to meeting academic guidelines. She earned a Junior Leadership
Scholarship and received a scholarship from Girls State, which she was part
of last summer. 

Belgreen High School Class of 2022
Valedictorian: Maria Jose Estrada

Jacqueline Mendez Alvarado
Andres Francisco Aracely

Alyssa Betts
Jaycob Collin Bonner

William Bonner
Cobi Ski Branch

Felica Brook Campos
Nora Jeanette Castillo

Kaley Chandler
Haley Lynn Nicole Chaney

David A. Coffman
Carson Cox

Emma Daniel
Janna M. Davis

Heather Michelle Dean
Dulce Luna Donagustin

Maria Jose Estrada - Valedictorian
Jackson G. Galliano

Aine Gonzalez
S.J. Harder

D’Laney Hayward
Darrin Hayward

Serenity Faith Horne
Alex T. Jarnigan

Jake Kellum

Cole King
Ivan  Antonio Luna

Tyler Mann
Caleb Melton

Jackson Mitchell
Benjamin X. Ragan

Nicholas Ramos - Salutatorian
Adrian Ty Reaves
Sohely R. Aguirre

Omar Salcedo
Bradon Snell

Canaan Stough
Isabella Streetman
Seth Austin Sykes

Hadden Taylor
Joshua Calen Tunell

Brodie Vandiver
Jayden Hope Vandiver
Madison Alivia Vandiver
Chandler Drake Welch

Shane Welch
Christopher Wilkins

Haylie Marie Lynn Wilkins
Kelsey Leigh Williams

Timothy W. Yarbrough Jr.

BELGREEN
Class of 2022

Maria Jose Estrada
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John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

She’s an outstanding student who finished first in her class, a six-year
member of the Phil Campbell softball team,
president of her senior class and senior editor
of the school yearbook.

So what makes Emma Ergle nervous? Not
much, except giving a Valedictorian address to
an audience full of her classmates and their
families. As with most of what Ergle does,
though, she came through the experience suc-
cessful.

“I was extremely nervous,” Ergle said. “It’s
different than anything I ever had to do. It took
a long time to come to terms that I had to go
up and give a speech in front of everyone in
my school and their families. It’s such a formal
setting. I had a lot of worries whether my
speech would be good, if people could hear
me, if I’d be talking loud and clear enough.
There’s more that goes into it than just giving a speech. But I think it went
alright,” she added.

Ergle is Valedictorian of the Phil Campbell High School Class of 2022. The
daughter of Chad and Shanda Ergle, Emma began at Phil Campbell after
attending East Franklin Junior High School through sixth grade. 

Although she wanted to do well in school, finishing first in her class was
never a goal for Ergle.

“Honestly, it never crossed my mind,” Ergle said of finishing first in her
class. “From the beginning of high school, I said I want to do my best, work
hard in every class and it was just an added bonus at the end to be recog-
nized as Valedictorian.”

Ergle will enroll at the University of Alabama this fall where she will pursue
a degree in Computer Science. Ergle received a Presidential Scholarship
from Alabama,  a $2,500 scholarship from the College of Engineering, a

$3,000 Bryant Jordan Scholarship and $2,500 scholarship from Essity of
North America.

At Phil Campbell, Ergle followed the path of her sister (Karli Hill) and tried
out for softball. It turned out to be a great decision.

“My sister played when I was really young, and as a younger sister I want-
ed to do anything she did,” Ergle said. “I started pitching and really liked it. I
met a lot of people through softball. My closest friends are people I played
softball with my whole life.”

Asked to name her most challenging class in high school, Ergle answered
immediately.

“Pre-calculus. It was rough. We had a good teacher (LeeAnn Moore) and
she got us all through it. She was always patient and did a good job explain-
ing things,” Ergle said.

Ergle holds all her teachers in high regard. As she prepares for the next
phase of her education, Ergle reflected on how much a caring and dedicat-
ed faculty meant to her and her fellow students.

“Our teachers were great. They knew you and your situation and always did
their best to make sure you’re on the right path,” Ergle said. 

Ergle chose Computer Science as a degree plan because of the number of
job openings in the field.

“Cyber security is becoming more important now in our world and I thought
it would be a good place to start off. I took a computer science class (at
school) this year and a programming class on my own,” Ergle said.

When the day comes where she’s standing in her new dorm room, Ergle
said there may be a few tears falling, but she’s looking forward to making the
move to Tuscaloosa.

“I’m pretty excited about it. It’s not a big emotional thing for me. But when
I’m in the dorm and my parents are driving off to go back home it might be a
different story,” Ergle said. “I’ll meet my roommate and start from there. I’m
excited about it.”

Whatever doors open for Ergle professionally and personally, she’ll always
have her parents to thank for those opportunities.

“They get all the credit. They always made sure I had everything I needed
to go for any goal I wanted,” Ergle said. “They’ve been a really good support
system for me in every way and every thing I’ve accomplished.”

Phil Campbell High School Class of 2022 Valedictorian: Emma Ergle

‘ESTRADA,’ from page 23

Emma Ergle

PHIL CAMPBELL
Class of 2022

Zachary Amerson
Kameron Barnard

Trey Benford
Abby Best

Daisy Bowling
Haley Bryant

Nathaniel Carabez
William Carden

Makenzie Coffman
Dakotah Cole
Charity Cook

Dalton Cornelius
Georgia Crochet
Joshua Cuevas

Harley Cummings
Davona Dodge
Austin Douthit
Emily Duncan
Emma Ergle
Billy Franks

Alissa Fretwell
Chloe Fuller

Dalton Gassier
Jackson Garrard

Abby Garrison
Makayla Gillilan
Blain Goodson
Andrew Green

Grace-Lyn Habada
John Herring

Micheal Hollimon
Rachel Hutcheson
Seth Hutcheson
Connor Jackson
Dylan Leindecker

Raylan Lowe
Ruby Mauro-Torres

Audrianna
McCarley

Melonie McCarley
Brandon McCleese
Rachel McCleese
Killian McGlaughn

Oscar Molina
Joseph Moreno
Hope Morgan

Joshua Morgan
Karina Navarro

Braxton Nix
Haylli Parrish

Isabella Pinkard
Savannah Porter
Alayna Pounders

McKenzie
Pounders

Michael Pratt
Hanna Presley
Arturo Rangel
Chloe Raper
Kristin Raper

Jade Roberson
Matthew Rode

Chloe Scott
Mackenzie Scott
Sheena Smith
Brittany Storey
Jacob Swinney
Mason Swinney

Thomas Swinney
Colt Thomas
Anna Tidwell
Dillan Wingo

That experience, which saw Estrada join hundreds of top students across
Alabama, allowed her to network with other students while developing her
public speaking skills and self-confidence.

“When I first got there, I was a little confused and didn’t know what to
expect, so I just hoped for the best,” Estrada said. “It was a great honor to be
chosen to represent Belgreen High School. I made some great friends I still
talk with to this day and I learned about government. We ran our own city and
I ran for an office. Girls State brings out the best in you, helps your public
speaking and it’s just a really great program.”

As she reflects on her 12 years at Belgreen, Estrada said there are three
teachers who stand out to her among the many outstanding teachers she
had.

“Lisa Miller, my first grade teacher. She was always my biggest supporter
other than my parents. She came to my graduation. She was always there
to encourage me,” Estrada said. “Mr. (Ryan) Champion, he gave amazing
advice. He teaches well but he gave us so much life advice and I’ll use that
in the future.

“And I’ll always appreciate Teresa Whitten, my English teacher. She’s a
really great supporter and taught me things I didn’t think I’d learn in class
that I can take into life. She’s always a positive person and going into her
class every day was really fun,” she added.

It’s a different world going from the halls of Belgreen High School to a uni-
versity with 39,000 undergraduates, but Estrada is ready.

“It’s going to be different for sure but I’m a very social person and Belgreen
taught me some life skills I’m going to use. I’m excited and I’m ready for this
next part of my life,” Estrada said.
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John Pilati
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Through her four years at Red Bay High School, Isabella West didn’t have to
deal with overbearing parents or teachers setting lofty academic goals.

They didn’t have to, because West did enough of that herself. 
The Red Bay High School Class of 2022 Valedictorian has always been her

own worst critic. Whether  school, sports or anything else, West said she’s
always been hard on herself, something she plans to change as she moves
into the next level of her education.

“I always wanted to be Valedictorian,” West said. “I knew school was one
thing I’m really good at, so I said that’s what I want to do and made it a goal.
In college, though, I have no expectations other than I just want to get through
nursing school, graduate and get a job. I’m not trying to be the best of anything,
just the best I can be.”

The daughter of Jeremy and Kena West of Red Bay, Isabella (Bella) was a
six-year member of the Red Bay girls basketball program, a track and field ath-
lete,  a member of HOSA (Future Health Professionals), BETA Club and a
Junior Leadership participant.

The COVID-19 pandemic prevented her Junior Leadership class from doing
some of its annual projects, so students were asked to complete their service
hours on their own. West accomplished that through helping teachers before
school setting up classrooms or cleaning classrooms after school.

West will enroll this fall at Itawamba Community College, with plans to take
her basic required courses before she transfers to the University of North
Alabama or moves on to ICC’s Nursing Program. She plans to become a
Registered Nurse, following her mother’s career path.

“My mom is a nurse and one of my teachers (Laken Raper) used to be a
nurse at Children’s Hospital in Birmingham,” West said. “I heard her talk about
her job and she and my mom inspired me to become a nurse. I love helping
people, especially kids.”

A Red Bay native, West said the town’s neighbor-helping-neighbor lifestyle
also permeates into the school.

“The small town atmosphere where everyone knows everyone is something
I liked,” West said. “Our teachers were willing to help students more because
they’ve known us our whole lives. The best things about our community also
are part of our school.”

West said two teachers she’ll always appreciate include Leah Torisky (sci-
ence) and Shay Pounds (math, retired).

“They both pushed me to do more, become a better person and I’ll always be
thankful for that,” West said. 

Once her education is complete, West said she’d like to live close to home,
but she’ll go where the best career opportunity presents itself. She’s looking

forward to the college experience beyond Red Bay.
“One of the best things about living here is you’re always around people

you know and who know you. You see people at school and out around town
and you know about their entire lives,” West said. 

“But I haven’t had life experiences outside Red Bay and I know things are
different out of our little town,” she added.

In addition to being a top student and a varsity athlete, West has also
worked for at Big Star in Red Bay for
two years.

“She’s a very determined young lady
and she does a great job with our cus-
tomers,” said Hal Keeton, Big Star
owner. “She’s dependable and came
to work even during basketball season
for some of the undesirable shifts like
Saturday night or early Sunday morn-
ing.

“She’s a great employee and she’ll
still be with us for a while when she
starts at ICC,” Keeton added.

West admits she kept a busy sched-
ule, but she still found time to enjoy
hanging out with her boyfriend,
Connor Sides, reading and watching
Netflix.

“It’s hard during basketball season,
but you can always find some time in
between school and work. I find things
I want to do and can relax and enjoy,”
West said.

When asked about her secret to aca-
demic success, West said there’s real-
ly nothing secret about it at all.

“I make flash cards to study with
when there’s something I’m having trouble with. You just have to stay disci-
plined in school. I’m always hard on myself to do well and push myself to be
the best,” West said.

Red Bay High School Class of 2022 Valedictorian: Isabella West

Isabella West

RED BAY
Class of 2022

Makenna Ables
Taylor Allison
Mason Bates

Joshua Blanton
Chloe Casey

Carson Corum
Jaycee Davis
Mary Davis

Jacob Dillingham
Morgan Easterling

Sarah Eaton
Audrey Ehler
Nathan Elrod

Emily Enis
Phillip Faulkner
Emma Fischer

Makenzi Gasaway
Landon Glover
Bryson Hacker

Klice Haley
Charlton Huffman

Coby Jackson
Preston Kelton
Anna Kennedy

Avery Klose - Salutatorian

Destinee Lancaster
Dawson Lanphear

John Lindsay
Elijah Luster

Emma McCollister
Connor McNeil
Samuel Moore
Hayden Nichols
Kyndell Ozbirn
Alyssa Parker
Hunter Pounds

Aiden Quinn
Andrew Ray

Kinzie Robbins
Annaliese Rogers
Hayden Seahorn

Justin Segura Morales
Austin Self

Caleb Stacy
Owen Terry
Lillie Waddle

Isabella West - Valedictorian
Cody Wilemon

Ethan Winchester
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THARPTOWN
Class of 2022

Jaret Abarca-Pastor
Edgar Alfaro
Tyler Amos

Courney Ballard
Arturo Betancourt

Lucas Borden
Taylor Cameron

Bernardo Castillo
Tomas Tomas Castro

Nikolas Chaney
Isaiah Clark

David Compton
Allana Cook
Preston Daily

Gunner Daugherty
Colton Fisher

Christian Franco
Anthony Galvan
Aleea Gaston
Jaiden Gaston
Andrew Huston

Debora Francisco Juan
Nathan Liebhart
Joshua Lopez
Angel Martin

Jason Sandoval Martinez
Christopher Mears

Jayden Mitchell
Gracie Montgomery
AbbyGail Moreau

Brandon Myers
Amber Felix Nava
Andy Serafin Nava

Abigail Neal
Jersey O’Connor

Paola Perez Lopez
Ismael Marmolejo Perez

Allyson Poss
Alexis Quezada

Angel Ramos Ortiz
Joshua Riley

Iker Rubio
Carron Sears
Blek Slepecki
Katie Smith
Katlyn Smith

Manuela Velasquez Solis
Leslie Staggs

Truman Stanley
Austin Sutton
Faith Swims

Autumn Tharp
Xachary Uptain

Luis Chavez Valdez
Christian Vazquez
Zackery Wallace

Evan Wells
Lucas Wright

Cynthia Arizmendi Zamorano

Tharptown High School Class of 2022 Valedictorian: Gracie Montgomery
Brady Petree
Franklin Free Press

Gracie Montgomery comes from a long line of successful Tharptown Wildcats.
Her parents Traci and Mickey Montgomery both attended Tharptown, back

when it was only a junior high school, and two of her siblings are already
Tharptown alumni. Not to mention her sister Autumn Montgomery who will be
graduating in a few years as a Wildcat as well.

And as for those two aforementioned siblings who preceded her in walking
across the stage in their royal blue cap and gowns, they finished their academ-
ic careers as the salutatorians of their respective classes.

Mason Montgomery (class of 2013) and Les Montgomery (class of 2019) both
had stellar careers in the classroom at Tharptown, but their younger sister
Gracie was able to take her academic career a step further in her senior year.

When she walked across the graduation stage, Gracie stood atop the class
academic standings as she was the Tharptown class of 2022 Valedictorian.

“It’s something that I’ve always wanted to do. My parents always pushed me
to maintain my grades and try to maintain a 90 or above in every class. So I just
worked hard and got the grades I needed to get,” Montgomery said. “It’s a big
accomplishment for my family as well. To be able to graduate at the top of my
class, it’s just an honor. To have all my siblings except for one graduate from
Tharptown and my parents to also attend Tharptown, it’s just really special.”

Now that her time as a Wildcat is finished, Montgomery will now transition to
Calhoun Community College where she received a cross country scholarship.
While there, she plans on pursuing a degree in dental hygiene with hopes of
attending dental school later on.

While some students fresh out of high school might be at somewhat of a
crossroads when it comes to what to major in.

But as for Montgomery, her path has been very clear for a long time. 
And her explanation as to where her interest in dental hygiene gives a keen

insight into why she might want to go into that field.
“I’ve always had some kind of fascination with teeth and I’ve actually pulled

my sister’s teeth when hers were ready to be pulled,” Montgomery said. “I’ve
always loved going to the dentist and I love my dentist’s office and the people
there. And it really just seems like that’s my field I need to go into.”

Like most students, Montgomery had a few teachers along the way that
helped inspire her and also helped push her towards her goals in high school.

“Mrs. Nesser was one of the teachers that I had that I loved. I took some col-
lege classes this past year and while I didn’t have her in an actual class, she
still helped me with my essays and so would coach Horton as well,”
Montgomery said. “Mrs. Franklin is another teacher that helped me get to where
I am. Because we were so far behind in math and she did a great job in catch-
ing us back up to where we needed to be and she did a great job and everyone
loved her, including myself.”

While in high school, Montgomery kept quite a busy schedule. 
In addition to serving as the senior leader of the Lady Wildcat basketball

team and running cross country,
she was also heavily involved in
other extracurriculars. She was the
president of the Tharptown chapter
of the National Honor Society, sen-
ior class president, a Tharptown
ambassador, and she also was a
vital member of the THS track team
as well.

In addition to her cross country
scholarship to Calhoun Community
College, Montgomery also earned
the Dr. Sayed Scholarship as well
as a Franklin County Cattlemen’s
Association Scholarship. 

As she heads off towards a new
path post-high school, Montgomery
will carry a multitude of things she
learned in high school with her into
college.

But one of the more important
things she will take with her per-
haps, is her competitive spirit that
willed her to excelling in the class-
room and on the court.

And while that fire will more than
likely always be there, Montgomery has also made sure to lend a helping
hand when and where it’s needed in the classroom. 

“I always compete to have the highest average, test score or whatever it
may be. But at the same time, I love helping others too,” Montgomery said. “I
did a lot of tutoring, along with my friend Taylor, with some of my classmates
and we would see very different scores after the tutoring and I loved seeing
those results and just helping my fellow classmates and that’s something I
hope to do moving forward.”

Gracie Montgomery
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VINA
Class of 2022

Trenton Alack
Daniel Athey
Blaine Batey
Chris Blevins
Bricen Burney

Hailey Cantrell:   Valedictorian
Tim Dotson

Hunter Emerson
Malachi Fletcher

Seth Fowler
Donald Garrett

Matti Kirk
Cayden Lawler - Salutatorian

Kaylie Lawler
Destiny Lynch-Dognibene

Tristen Martello

Hayden McKinney
Abbie Petree
Skylar Pettey

Jordan Puckett
Japheth Scott

Nex Scott
Lacey Scott
Sarah Scott

Mary Tollison
Julie Umfress
Nick Umfress
Kaylee Upton

Brody Washington
Madison Welch
Fancee Wells

Vina High School Class of 2022 Valedictorian: Hailey Cantrell
John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Her mother was Vina High School Valedictorian for the Class of 1988. Her sis-
ter was Vina’s Valedictorian for the Class of 2017. So it’s not a shocker that
Hailey Cantrell finished as Valedictorian for the Vina High School Class of 2022.
Talk about good genes.

“We always heard we had to make A’s when we were little or we knew we’d
get in trouble when we got home,” Cantrell said. “My parents (Chris and Denieta
Cantrell) always pushed me when I was young and I hated that growing up.

“But now as I look back, I’m so thankful they pushed me to do my best.
Otherwise, I wouldn’t have taken school as seriously or cared as much and I
wouldn’t be where I am now,” she added.

Cantrell will start at Northwest-Shoals Community College this fall. She will be
part of the college’s Cosmetology program and after she completes that,
Cantrell plans to transfer to the University of North Alabama and pursue a
degree in Business.

Her career goal is specific—she wants to open her own salon and be her own
boss. Cantrell even has a plan where she wants to locate her business.

“I’d really like to move to Madison or Huntsville. Those areas are constantly
growing and being from a small town, I’d love to be in a place like Madison that
is expanding every day,” Cantrell said.

It’s not that the Vina native dislikes her hometown—she wouldn’t trade the
experience of growing up in Vina for anything. But her business plan calls for a
location in a metropolitan area. That’s why she hopes to open in Huntsville or
Madison, Alabama’s fastest growing city.

Cantrell has worked part-time at Vina City Hall the past three years. In a town
where everyone knows everyone, Cantrell has learned through her job there
are always a few ‘everyones’ you don’t know until they come into City Hall to
pay their water and gas bills.

“It’s really allowed me to meet all these other people and got me out of my
comfort zone by learning to talk to everybody and by being nice and friendly,
you learn so much about other people,” Cantrell said.

Cantrell not only shined as a student at Vina High School, she was a talented
three-sport athlete. Since seventh grade, Cantrell was part of Vina’s track, soft-
ball and basketball teams. And she was a cheerleader, member of BETA Club,
FBLA, Junior Civitan and a Junior Leadership participant her junior year.

Cantrell earned a Valedictorian Scholarship to NW-SCC, which takes care of

all tuition expenses. She also received the Sunshine Homes Scholarship, Tri-
State Educational Foundation Scholarship, Kiwanis Club of Russellville
Scholarship, Vina BETA Club Scholarship, a Franklin County Cattleman’s
Association Scholarship and a
scholarship from Future Teachers of
Alabama.

Cantrell recently walked the stage
with 30 of her classmates to receive
their diplomas. Vina’s Class of 2022
had 31 graduates, the largest num-
ber in several years. Cantrell grew
up with many of these students.
They’re more than classmates.
They’re truly family.

“You know almost everything about
each other. About 20 of us grew up
together. You see the same faces
every day. It can get a little annoying
sometimes, but it also creates an
absolutely unbreakable bond. These
are people I will miss very much and
who will always be special to me,”
Cantrell said.

Another person Cantrell will always
appreciate is Sarah Jane Hattaway,
her English teacher, who reminded
her students each day how special
they are and how special their
school and hometown are.

“She always told us don’t let any-
one tell you you can’t do something because you’re from Vina,” Cantrell said.
“Some people tend to look down on you and she always let us know not to let
people tell you that. It meant a lot and she was a big part of making me who I
am.”

Although COVID-19 had a dramatic impact on Cantrell’s high school career,
there was one silver lining that resulted from the pandemic. It may have
helped Cantrell pass her Geometry class, the one subject she struggled with
in high school.

“It was definitely my most challenging class. I tried to get help and had three
tutors but that didn’t seem to help either,” Cantrell said. “The year COVID hit,
that probably saved me because I was really struggling in that class. When
we got out of school we were sent home with books and online work and I
could teach myself my own way and that really helped me get through it.”

As she moves forward with her education and her life, Cantrell will be used
to explaining to people she meets where her hometown is.

“I always say it’s a very small town with no red lights and one big intersection.
You usually have to tell them where it is by mentioning Russellville or Red Bay,”
Cantrell said. 

“When they ask about my school, I tell them it’s small. We have 31 kids in my
class and that’s the biggest senior class in five years. I also share with them the
closeness of our class and how everybody is really like one big family,” she
added.

And that’s a family Cantrell will always be proud to be a part of, no matter how
far she gets from home.

Hailey Cantrell
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