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Country duo Thompson Square set  jacob's Ladder Florist
to headline Watermelon Festival

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Just like the state champion
Russellville Golden Tigers baseball
team did all spring, the Franklin
County Chamber of Commerce has
hit a home run with its lineup of musi-
cal talent for the 415! annual Franklin
County Watermelon Festival.

Headlining the weekend will be the
country duo Thompson Square. The
husband-and-wife team will take the
stage Saturday, August 20 at 8:30 to
close out a weekend of outstanding
live music.

Thompson Square broke into the
Nashville music scene with a multi-
platinum mega hit Are You Gonna
Kiss Me Or Not? The Grammy nomi-

nated duo of Keifer and Shawna
Thompson are multiple recipients of
awards from the Academy of Country
Music, the Country Music
Association and Country Music
Television.

Their songs have hit Number One
in three countries and they’ve even
started their own podcast, Talking
with Thompson Square. The duo’s
three albums have resulted in 10
charted singles, including two
Number Ones, Kiss Me and If |
Didn’t Have You. A third single, | Got
You, made it to Number Eight on the
country charts.

Friday night's headliner is the
Velcro Pygmies, a popular band that
pays tribute to the great music of the

See ‘THOMPSON SQUARE,’ page 3

Russellville man facing murder,
drug trafficking charges
after deadly dispute

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

A Russellville man is being held in
the Russellville City Jail facing mur-
der and several drug charges after a
Wednesday night dispute turned
deadly.

Tyler Blake Garrison, 31, was
arrested early Thursday morning at
his residence located at 614 Cotaco
Street, the same location where
Garrison allegedly fatally stabbed a
roommate, Richard Anthony Dauvis,
42.

According to witnesses who were
outside in a neighboring backyard
Wednesday night, the two men
engaged in a verbal argument after
one accused the other of taking his

am is ready to s
<<\

SINGING RIVER @5 9

T

SingingRiverDentistry.com

cell phone.

Garrison is charged with causing
Davis’ death by stabbing him in his
upper left torso. A source familiar
with the investigation said the knife
pierced the victim’s heart. Davis was
found unresponsive when officers
arrived. Witnesses said someone
drove to the residence and picked
Garrison up shortly after 10:30 p.m.,
Wednesday, and he left the resi-
dence before officers arrived.

Approximately five hours later,
Garrison returned to the residence
and officers took him into custody
shortly thereafter.

In the course of the arrest, officers
found methamphetamine in sufficient
quantity to charge Garrison with

See ‘MURDER,’ page 3

256-436-8447

Jacobsladderflorist727 @gmail.com

14904 Highway 23
Alabama 35
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| — Brett M. Bowen, DDS
Bowen
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Dentistry
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NOW HIRING

Starting wages of
$17 per hour up to

$22.30 per hour with
incentive!!

Benefits include: Medical, Dental, Vision,
Vacation, Holidays, 401K and Night Shift
Incentive and Opportunities for Advancement!

Join the Pilgrim’s team by
applying in person at our plant on
2045 Hwy. 244 in Russellville,
or online at www.pilgrimsusa.com.
Call 256-768-3707 for more information!

Pilgrim’s is an Equal
Opportunity Employer,
M/FIVID.

We offer ground burial, mausoleum
and cremation spaces. All may be
%% purchased at need or pre-need to include
&Y % the burial vault and bronze memorial.

Providing a peaceful, beautiful and serene
cemetery for the people of Franklin County.

etwceser  Carolyn Atkins Porter QR
Nz W 2710 Waterloo Road ¢ 256.332.2115

“In Memory of our loved ones...”
brought to you by Atkins Marble and Granite Works
and Franklin Memory Gardens

Alexis “Lexie” Margo Glass, 20, of
Russellville, passed away on Wednesday, June
22nd. Interment at Franklin Memory Gardens.

Dexter Lee Pounders, 79, of Russellville,
passed away on Thursday, June 23rd. Interment
at Franklin Memory Gardens.

Walter Daniel Rea, 58, of Phil Campbell,
passed away on Tuesday, June 21st. Interment at
Spruce Pine Cemetery.

Local, high-quality women’s care
is our specialty.

Our praviders at North Alabarma Specialty Care offer high-qguality care in
the area of OE/GYN Health for wormen in all stages of life.

Bramt Hurcl, DO
OBEG YN

Branclia Garnar, CRMNP
Women's Heakh

Mow accepting new patients!

25&6.767.0081
5 ; e 523 Gandy Street
e Specialty Care Russellville, AL
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Russellville Council okays
purchase of paving equipment

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The Russellville City Council plans to begin repaving projects on a full-scale
basis.

Earlier this month, the counci|!1approved the purchase of four tandem-axle
dump trucks and at its June 20! meeting, the council approved the purchase

of $459,000 worth of equipment from Thompson Caterpillar, including a
paver, road widener, planer head, vibration roller and broom attachment.
The council voted to advertise for bids from local banks to finance the
According to Thompson Caterpillar sales representative Tyler Brown, most
of the equipment will be delivered this summer, with the exception of the
paver. Brown said it could be early 2023 before one becomes available.
list, which allows governmental entities to obtain better pricing through coop-
erative purchasing.
In other agenda items, the council:
the Russellville Police Department.The city will solicit sealed bids for the
purchase of the new vehi- -
cles, and will sell or trade- vargas Rooflng &
current police inventory to .
offset costs. H R d I
Earlier this month, the 0me emo e "‘
kot
measure for the purchase | **********"&****** e 2
of eight Ford Interceptor
SUVs but there was no
Fords, so RPD Chief Chris -
Hargett started researching Sh"]gle & Metal ROOfS,
other options. v, I S,d, D “
in iain rywa
$28,179.84 from Alabama y g’
Gun and Pawn for the pur-
chase of 26 AR-15s for the
Department. Mayor David
Grissom was not in atten-
dance at the June 20
on the measure. The suc-
cessful bid was the lowest
of four received by the city.
support of the RPD fingerprint machine.
—accepted a grant award letter from the Franklin County Community
Development Commission for $4,000 and a pledge letter from the Franklin
training tool in the amount of $8,901.50. The remaining $901.50 will be paid
by the city.
—accepted a letter from RPD officer Chad Sheffield asking for his resigna-
Woodruff voting against the measure.
—declared vacancies for positions of Laborer and Heavy Equipment
Operator Il in the Russellville Street Department. The Laborer position will
ed from within the classified service.
The next regular meeting of the Russellville City Council will be July 5,
2022, with work session at 6 p.m., and meeting to follow.

and Much More.

Freddy Vargas
256.668.7715 * Russellville, AL

Licensed ¢ Insured ¢« Jeremiah 29:11

equipment purchase.
The city will purchase the equipment off the Sourcewell Cooperative Bid
—authorized the purchase of eight Dodge Durango Pursuit vehicles for
in eight vehicles from the
council approved a similar LI Tt Tt it Tt o e
available inventory of the
—approved the low bid of
Russellville Police
meeting and did not vote
—approved a 12-month maintenance contract with DataWorks Plus for
County Fire Association for $4,000 for the purchase of fire prevention Pluggie
tion letter to be rescinded. The measure passed 4-1, with Councilman Darren
be advertised while the Heavy Equipment Operator Il position will be promot-

Send your guest columns, letters to the editor and other
creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

Check us out online at www.franklinfreepress.net!
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‘THOMPSON SQUARE,” from page 1

1980s, ‘when hair was big and rock-n-roll was bigger.’
Here’s the entire Friday/Saturday evening music schedule announced by
the Franklin County Chamber of Commerce:
Friday, August 19:
5:45 pm: Opening Ceremony with National Anthem
6-6:45 pm: Cody Bowen
7-8:15 pm: Joseph Baldwin Band
8:30-10 pm: Velcro Pygmies
Saturday, August 20:
6-6:45 pm: Tremayne
7-8:15 pm: Rewind
8:30-10 pm: Thompson Square.

LI E '3 7}

' COURTESY PHOTO
Thompson Square, above, will headline the Watermelon Festival and will
perform on Saturday, August 20th from 8:30 - 10 P.M.

‘MURDER,’ from page 1

Trafficking, along with other controlled substances and marijuana.

Garrison now faces five felony charges, the most serious of which, murder,
carries up to a life sentence.

According to RPD Chief Chris Hargett, Garrison has numerous convictions
and was released from the Alabama Department of Corrections approximate-
ly 13 months ago. Court records show Garrison has prior convictions for bur-
glary, drug possession and promoting prison contraband dating back to
2009.

As of Monday afternoon, Garrison remained in the Franklin County Jail.

f\\
1.3 RAMONA REED AUTO SALES
256.398.8751

18516 Hwy 43 ¢ Across from King Drive In

2018 FORD
ESCAPE
ONLY $17,500

“Let us help you find financing
for YOUR dream car!”

No Driver’s License - No Problem
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Franklin BOE revises vaping policy at June 14th meeting

John Pilati
Frankin Free Press

All Franklin County students caught in possession of vaping devices or E-
cigarettes on campus will be required to complete a new vape education pro-
gram after the Franklin %ounty Board of Education approved a revised vap-
ing policy at its June 14" meeting.

At the recommendation of Superintendent Greg Hamilton, the board unan-
imously voted to require the VAPE Education Program for all first-time vape
offenders.

Additionally, students caught in possession of vaping devices or E-ciga-
rettes on campus will receive a two day in-school suspension (ISS) for a first
offense.

The penalty for students caught using vaping devices or E-cigarettes will be
five days of ISS, as well as completing the VAPE Education Program.

Second time offenses for possession of the prohibited devices includes a
two-day out-of school suspension (OSS). A third violation will include a three-
day suspension.

Second-time offenders caught using vaping devices or E-cigarettes will
receive a three-day OSS, with third offenses calling for a five-day OSS.

Subsequent offenses beyond a third time may result in permanent alterna-
tive placement for violators.

“We hope the VAPE Education Program will help students understand the
dangers and long-term health risks of using vapes or E-cigarettes. They are
not a ‘safe’ substitute for cigarettes and they will not be allowed on our cam-
puses,” Hamilton said.

While the board did not revise its cellular phone policy, Hamilton called on
faculty and administrators to make sure the existing policy is enforced.
Students from kindergarten through sixth grade may only have cell phones
in their possession on school buses.

Students from seventh grade to twelfth grade may only have cell phones
out in class if the teacher has authorized their use for a class assignment.
Otherwise, breaks and lunch are the only allowable times for cell phone use.

“Our cell phone policy includes everything we need as long as it is
enforced,” Hamilton said.

FRANKLIN
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113 WASHINGTON AVE. NW
RUSSELLVILLE, AL 35653
256-332-0255
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Students in violation of the cell phone policy are subject to having their

phones confiscated, Hamilton said.

In other agenda
items, the board:

—awarded several
12-month bids to the
lowest responsible bid-
ders, including Wi-Fl to
JSCM Group at a total
price of $214,072.06,
paper bid for
copier/computer paper
to American Paper &
Twine at $41.90 for 8.5
x 11 paper case and
$59.50 for 8.5 x 14
paper case, LP gas to
Thompson Gas at bid
price of $1.884 per
gallon, and diesel fuel
bid to Tatum Oil at
$4.873 per gallon.

The diesel fuel bid
was for approximately
35,000 gallons of on
road diesel fuel. Tatum
Qil, according to the

AVIATORS DETAILING

Aviation « Marine ¢« Auto
Industrial « Home

Professional Detailing Service
Mobile Detailing - Pickup and Delivery Available
Certified Ceramic Pro of America's Installer
FREE Estimates - Customer Satisfaction Guaranteed!

Brandon Seay, Owner
13365 Hwy. 243, Russellville Airport

(256) 436-0465

bid invitation, shall

have the right to increase or decrease the per gallon price “upon furnishing
to the Board of Education a copy of notice from the supplier denoting such

change.”

—increased the per mile reimbursement for travel to $.625 per mile.

—rescinded the employment of John Torisky, Lori Thompson and Trina
Franklin as 215! CCLC Contract Instructors and the retirement of Sherry
Hutcheson that was effective June 1, 2022.

The next regular meeting of the Franklin County Board of Education will be
July 29, 2022, with work session at 5 p.m., and meeting to follow.

Common sense or common cents?

Ann Hill

Today there is a brand new meaning,
For the old phrase “common sense.”
It requires a change of spelling;

I's now known as “common cents.”

With high taxes getting higher,

And prices out of control,

They say government has the
answer—

Just put us all on the dole.

The rich are getting richer,

Many think that this is unfair.

No matter if their own hands earned
it,

They're accused of not wanting to
share.

Robin Hood had a solution.
Some thought it as fair as could be.

Robbing the rich to give to the poor—
That’s called justice and equity.

Someday we’ll all be socialists.
The day is approaching fast.

We'll all have very little,

But they say we’ll be happy at last.

No work, no bills, no payments,
Uncle Sam will pay for it all.

But when they awake they’ll discov-
er,

The nation has suffered a fall.

“What happened?,” many folks will
question,

As the world in unison laments.
| think it began to happen

When we exchanged “common
sense” for “common cents.”

For updates on news and sports throughout the week,
visit us on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!

Send your guest columns, letters to the editor and other
creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.
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Tune in to WGOL 100.7 FM to hear “Real Estate Tips with
Willodean” weekdays at 8 a.m. and 12 p.m. Dauvis is the
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owner/broker of Davis Realty & Associates in Russellville. i
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NBW roof discount
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340 Cox Blvd  Sheffield, AL
R — Wood-Thompson Insurance
PEST CONTROL 130 North Jackson Ave « Russellville
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PREDATOR Mon-Fri 8-5

‘g~ PEST CONTROL
t@ Y@\ “The Insect Predator” 256-332'1 381

Eddie Deaton
(256) 627-1996

I Independent
Y 50 Years Combined Experience Insurance
Toll Free 1-888-832-5405 Agen.

(662) 862-5631 (662) 840-4055

FAMILY PRACTICE
Ped atrics
Ne*-“*~qrn Care

\2

Urgent Care &
Walk-in Clinic
| We are still here! |

* Entrance located on right
side closest to Fred's
* Please excuse our growing pains

No Appointment Needed

13150 Hwy. 43 Suite 10

Russellville, AL
(intersection of Hwy. 24 and Hwy. 43)

MULCHING ¢ CLEANING LEAVING
HEDGING & SHRUBS ¢ EDGING

256-33]-21:



Southwood Gardens Apartments What’s

256.332.0255

Are you looking for an apartment that is closer to Walmart, the grocery EVENTS OF INTEREST CAVI REUNIONS - PLAYS - CHURCH GATHERINGS - EDU - .
stores, drug stores, and doctors? Are you 55 years of age or older here will be' an Antique Tractor Show as part of the City
drawing disability or 62 or older, if you are, then Southwood Gardens of Russellville's Fourth of July Jam on Sloss Lake. The

Apartments IiS Whlel'e X;OU Iflieed to bed!_! Bes}:deshbemg :'gse_ to Wa'":‘a"t’ Antique Tractor Show will be held at Sloss Lake from 7:30-2 on July

Wwe are aiso close fo all surrounding churehes and businesses: 4. If you're interested in bringing a tractor to the show, call Jacob
Rent is based on income. Water is furnished, you only pay electric! Murray at 256-668-7607.

Apartments are 1 bedroom on ground level furnished with: Carpet, he NACOLG Seniorx — Medicine program is a program

Blinds, Central Heat & Air, Stove, Refrigerator, Laundry room onsite, for free adnd low-cost medications for the uninsured

and Maintenance on call. . . . o . .

underinsured, Medicare coverage gap or disability waiting period.

Southwood Gardens Apartments are accepting applications. We have For more information, contact NACOLG Seniorx today. There is no

some vacant apartments now. If you are interested or know of someone charge for this service. 1-800-AGELINE (1-800-243-5463) Paula

who is, please send them our way. Pardue 256-389-0529.

We have new Management! ack to Basic Life Skills Center will sponsor a free ham-
Apply at on-site rental office burger or hotdog meal give away on July 2,2022, 11:00

Monday-Friday AM to 2:00 PM, 129 Winfield Street, Russellville, Alabama.
8:00am-4:30pm he yearly Welch reunion will be the second Saturday of
100 Southwood Gardens July on the 9th. At the Mountain Valley Hee Haw build-
Rusa*;'g‘;ggeé_/;(')g;ﬁf‘i" ing. Hwy. 79  Phil Campbell, AL, 35581. All Welch's and those
related are welcome. We will do sandwiches, chips, desserts, drinks.
“Owner does not discriminate against Each family bring the meat, bread, chips, drinks and desserts of their
persons with disabilites.” choice. We will have tomato, lettuce, cheese, mayo and mustard.

Please pass the word, and come on out. Thank you.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

o
Send your letters to the editor, guest columns, cartoon panels
< and other creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

E Red Bay
Hospital

WE MAKE IT EASY
FORYOU TO STAY HOME!

CHOOSE RED BAY HOSPITAL'S OUTPATIENT SERVICES

ECHOCARDIOGRAMS ® CAROTID DOPPLER STUDIES

ULTRASOUND ® X-RAY @ CT @ MRI

LAB ® IV INFUSIONS

PHYSICAL THERAPY

(256) 356-9532

HELENKELLER.COM/RED-BAY-HOSPITAL
MAMMOGRAPHY
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Franklin County Rescue Squad president charged with felony theft

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The president of the Franklin County Rescue Squad now finds himself on
the wrong side of the law facing felony charges of theft.

John WM “Pete” Brackin Jr., remains in the Franklin County Jail on one
charge of Theft of Property, First Degree, a Class B felony that carries a
prison sentence of 2-20 years upon conviction.

According to Franklin County Sheriff Shannon Oliver, the Sheriff's Office
received a complaint in April about the Franklin County Rescue Squad hav-
ing a large amount of money missing.

The complaint was made after an audit of Rescue Squad funds was con-
ducted. After a review of bank records and receipts obtained by investigators,
there was more than $13,000 unaccounted for. The investigation showed
Brackin had allegedly used the funds to purchase items not intended for use
by the Rescue Squad.

These include purchases of food from restaurants, prescription drugs,
men’s clothing, dog and cat food, a back massager, a PlayStation 4 console,
internet service at his residence and Brackin’s and his wife’s cell phone bills.

Oliver also said on some transactions, Brackin would get cash back and on
several occasions, he withdrew Rescue Squad funds from an ATM.

“He was questioned and admitted to using the funds to purchase the items,”
Oliver said. “He was not able to produce receipts for any of the transactions.
He also admitted being an ‘avid’ PlayStation player and he was the one who
purchased the PlayStation 4 game.”

Oliver said Brackin, who has been president of the Franklin County Rescue
Squad for several years, demonstrated a “pattern” of using Rescue Squad
funds to buy personal items for many, if not all, of his years as president.

The Franklin County Rescue Squad is not recognized by the Alabama
Association of Rescue Squads as a member, Oliver said. Additionally, the
Franklin County Emergency Management Agency does not recognize the
Franklin County Rescue Squad as being an active rescue squad, Oliver
added.

Over the past 12 months, the Franklin Free Press has conducted an inde-
pendent investigation into the Franklin County Rescue Squad after receiving
citizen complaints in 2021 about alleged misuse of funds.

The FFP's investigation revealed that the organization continues to
receive monies from the Franklin County tobacco tax and the Franklin
County Commission, as well as private donations, but the Franklin County

Miranda Decker, M.D.
INTERNAL MEDICINE
Comprehensive Adult
Health Care

Russellville Internal
Medicine, P.C.

535 Gandy Street NE
Russellville, AL 35653

256-332-1120

Mon Thur

E_L%RV (:1

Russ “Vl“e Aq l

Buc
Stump ’éﬁl i rk

S KARL RAGAN 256.332. 9064

Rescue Squad has not received one emergency call or request for assis-
tance in more than two years.

Additionally, a source
familiar with the organ-
ization told the FFP
that the Franklin ,
County Rescue Squad |
does not have any 1
insurance on its down- |
town Russellville build-
ing or equipment.

As recently as 2021,
Franklin County
Rescue Squad mem-
bers continued to
actively solicit dona-
tions for the organiza-
tion.

Investigators asked
Brackin for records of
calls for service the
Rescue Squad had

- OURTESY PHOTO
received, but he was pgrackin, above, faces 2-20 years upon conviction
unable to produce any.

Over the last 363S he faces one charge of Theft of Property, First
months, $13,019.39 ofDegree which is a Class B Felony.

taxpayer money has been converted by Brackin for personal use, Oliver said.

“We want the public to know that the Franklin County Rescue Squad peri-
odically asks the public for donations,” Oliver said.

“The rescue squad is not in good standing with state or local officials to
operate as a rescue squad.

“The Franklin County Rescue Squad has now been removed from receiv-
ing any more taxpayer funds,” Oliver added.

Oliver said Brackin could face additional charges as the investigation
moves forward.

Dr. Kelly's B8
Urgent Care

Walk-In visits available.
We are available to screen
and test for COVID-19.

Mon.-Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-3, Sun. 1-5
13150 Hwy. 43, Suite 10, Russellville

256-331-2092.

Serving your family for more than 30 years.
Family Practice, Pediatrics, Newborn Care.
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') FRANKLIN DISCOUNT

OPEN DRUGS

In Phil Camphell! 205-993-4554

FreelLocal/Delivery!
ConvenientiDrive

Mon.-Fri. 9-6 |
3145 Hwy 237 /. & .
Phil Campbell . & %

Next to Phil Campbell  Owner/Pharmacist
High School Wes Mayfield

Pick up your FREE copy of the

Frankiin Free Press at CJ's!!!
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 4a - 7p

GROCERY

FISHING
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@< Full Service Deli w/ Breakfast
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&< Ethanol-Free Gas
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RV Electric Board hires RPD officer
Bullion to fill tree-trimmer position

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

At a three-minute meeting held June 22, the Russellville Electric Board
approved the hiring of Craig Bullion as a First Period Tree Trimmer.

After another RPD officer turned down the same job offer last week, REB
Manager Charles Canida recommended Bullion to be hired to fill the vacan-
cy at a pay rate of $20.96/hour.

The First Period Tree Trimmer job opening was never posted publicly
where the public at-large would have had the opportunity to apply.

Bullion, a sergeant and seven-year veteran of the RPD, gave notice to RPD
Chief Chris Hargett June 21 that he intended to accept the REB job if offered
the same. The tree trimmer position represents a pay raise of more than
$3/hour over his sergeant’s pay, Hargett said, so he understood Bullion want-
ing the position.

The FFP reported earlier this month that Canida requested the previous
officer, who he later recommended be hired by the Electric Board, run a per-
sonal errand for him by going to the home of a citizen who had requested to
appear on the REB’s April 2022 meeting agenda.

That officer, Chad Sheffield, had applied for a job with the Electric Board
more than a year before he was offered the position. That came less than two
months after he went to the citizen’s home, gave him Canida’s phone num-
ber and told him Canida wanted to speak with him.

That citizen, Gary Blackburn, contacted his City Councilman Darren
Woodruff to complain about an on-duty, uniformed officer in a RPD vehicle
coming to his home to deliver a personal message on Canida’s behalf.

Several weeks later, Canida recommended that the board hire Sheffield.

Tuesday’s REB meeting lasted less than three minutes, with the only other
new business being approval of a $200 sponsorship donation from
Russellville Middle School baseball, which was approved unanimously, and
an update from Canida about the county-wide power outage over Memorial
Day weekend.

“All of the county lost power. TVA called and said they lost a phase in the
system that caused the county-wide outage,” Canida said. “They worked to
locate the fault and asked us to ride toward Mississippi to help locate the
fault.

“They found the problem and within two hours, power was restored,”
Canida said.

The next business meeting of the REB will be Tuesday, June 19 at 6 p.m.,
at the Electric Board Warehouse.

JOB OPPORTUNITIES

The Franklin County Commission is accepting
applications for the following position(s):

Corrections Officer/Dispatcher(s) for Franklin
County Sheriff’s Office and Jail

Heavy Equipment Operator for the Franklin County
Solid Waste

Applications will be accepted in the Franklin
County Commission office until 5:00 PM on Friday,
July 1, 2022.

An application and job description may be picked
up, faxed or emailed upon request form the
Franklin County Commission Office, located at 405
N Jackson Avenue, Monday - Friday, 8:00 AM to
5:00 PM or applications are available at
www.franklincountyal.org under the Careers tab.
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BUSINESS * LOST & FOUND * GARAGE SALES ¢« PETS « APPLIANCES « HELP WANTED « SERVICES « APPLIANCES * CLOTHING * FURNITURE

YARD SALES Big chest, clothing,
furniture, house-
Yard Sale. hold items,
Thursday/Friday/S EVERYTHING!
aturday, July 1/2/3.
8 a.m.-until. 1719 Yard Sale.
North Jackson Friday/Saturday,
Avenue, next to July 1/2. 7 a.m.-

until. 606 Sockwell
Ave, Russellville.

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church.

Don Enrique,

Agent

enriqueshomes@yahoo.com

Servicios Generales
de Seguros y Vivienda

256-740-2356

L

WWW.GREYHOUND.COM

Furniture, clothing,
a little bit of
EVERYTHING!

Multi-Family Yard
Sale. Saturday,
July 2, 7 a.m.-

until. 389 Ash
Avenue,

Russellville. Tons

of clothes for kids,
adults. Shoes,
toys, household
items, and items

for men!

FOR FREE

Pitoull-lab mix
puppies for FREE.
Will be ready by
July 1st at six
weeks old. Call
(256)-412-8280 or

(256)-810-7119.

FOR SALE

Cub Cadet Z-
Force Zero Turn
50-Inch

Jﬁﬂ? f;wy Z/JMJ

CONNE

SERVING YOUR
COMMUNITY

Visit

for

Locations
Schedules

Everyday Low Fares

t._,

Lawnmower. Decoration
Completely rebuilt.  Flowers For Sale.
$900. (256)-436- All kinds. 911
7684, Adams St. NW,

Russellville.

Husqvarna Riding
Mower for sale.
36-inch, 12 HP

mower. $600. Call
256-291-5587.

30 Bronze Storm
Doors For Sale.
$250 for all. You
pick up. Most in
good condition.

Blue Metal Twin Call 256-668-
Bed for sale. Over 5480.
a Full Futon. $100.
Call 256-483- 2001 Dodge
3675. Magnum Truck For
Sale. 96,000
2003 Ford Actual Miles. Good

motor, transmis-
sion. Body in fair
condition. $2,500

Expedition. Green
in color. Excellent
condition, garage

kept. Low mileage. OBO. Call 256-
Best offer accept- 324-2407.
ed. Call 256-668-

9194, Three Hanging

Wall Heaters For

Exercise Bike For Sale. $150 for all

Sale. Like new. three. 220-volt.
$40. Call 256-324-  Northstar Pressure
4893. Washer For Sale.

$75 OBO or work

trade. Call 256-
324-2407.

SEEKING TO
BUY

Want to buy a
cabin on one of
the lakes in
Franklin County.
Call (256)-996-
2699.

FOR RENT

1 BR Apartment
For Rent.
Furnished. Private
Entrance, Patio.
Call 256-332-5081
or 256-627-1916.

(1)

2 BR Apartment

For Rent. Large

Yard. Covered
Patio, Central Air.
Call 256-332-5081
or 256-627-1916.

(1)

Franklin Free
Press Classified
Rates
Yard Sale Rates:
FREE, Deadline
Monday at Noon;
Real Estate-
Homes, acreage,
lots for sale or
rent. $25 for six
consecutive
weeks. Up to 40
words per ad;
Vehicles, Boats,
RVs, Motorcycles
for sale. $15 for
six consecultive
weeks. Up to 25
words per ad; Pets
For Sale only $10
for six consecutive
weeks. Up to 25
words per ad;
Free of Charge:
Lost & Found,
Giveaways, and
Items Under $100
(Private Parties
Only).15-word
limit; Commercial
Classified Rates:

$25 for
Businesses, 15
words or less for
Six weeks. Ads
exceeding word
limit add $10 per
additional 15
words. The num-
ber in parentheses
represents the
number of times
the ad has
appeared. Call us
at 256-332-0255
to place, cancel or
renew your ad.
Payment is
required in
advance of publi-
cation for ads.
ALASCAN

ANNOUNCE-
MENTS

SPONSOR AN
Exchange student!
Enjoy another cul-
ture from the com-

fort of your own
home. Make a dif-

ference in your
community.
Change a stu-
dent’s life! 1-678-
745-8081.

PLACE
STATEWIDE Ads
in over 100
Newspapers,
reaching over 1
million readers
each week! Run
your ad in our
Classified Network
for just $210 per
week! Make one
call to this news-
paper (participat-
ing Alascan news-
paper) or call 1-
800-264-7043 to
find out how easy
it is to advertise
statewide!

religion,

in all

color, sex, national

JOB OPPORTUNITY

CITY OF RUSSELLVILLE

STREET DEPARTMENT

LABORER

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS: No written test is required. Employee will be
required to perform various types of routine manual labor, which are repetitive in
r’ nature. Such tasks may include but not be limited to the following: loading and
|L unloading trucks filled with dirt, blocks, pipe, and other materials used for street
repair; shoveling asphalt; installation of drain pipes; mowing grass and weed eat-
ing; digging ditches and any other activities as are described in the job descrip-
tion. The ability to lift at least 50 pounds may be required.

QUALIFICATIONS: Any combination of training, experience and sufficient
physical health and strength to perform heavy manual work under

inclement conditions.

THE CITY OF RUSSELLVILLE IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER.
All qualified applicants will receive consideration without regard to race,
origin, political affiliation, disability, or any other
non-merit factor. The city of Russellville encourages applications for positions
protective service departments from women

increase their representation is protective service

departments.

Applications may be obtained at the Russellville City Hall, Office of the

Mayor, 304 North Jackson Avenue.

Applications must be returned no later than July 8, 2022 by U.S. Mail to:

The Russellville Civil Service Board
P. O. Box 308
Russellville, AL 35653

The average pay for this position is $22,734.40 — 35,027.20.

The appointees will be required to successfully complete a physical examination

including drug and alcohol.

in an attempt to
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Taking a sheak peek:
A closer look at
Franklin County

football schedules

Brady Petree
Franklin Free Press

In our June 15th issue of the Franklin Free Press
we took a closer look at some of the upcoming
high school football schedules and some of the
key games for fans to look forward to.

After examining the likes of Phil Campbell, Red
Bay and Russellville, we now wrap up our sneak
peek of the schedules with the final two schools in
Franklin County that we have not taken a look at
yet in Tharptown and Vina.

Tharptown Wildcats

After former head coach Kevin Lacey departed
the program weeks ago, the Wildcats went with a
change of pace for their coaching decision.

Tharptown hired Jacob Hamilton to be the next
head coach of the program in what will be his first
head coaching job as he will look to lead the
Wildcats to their first ever playoff berth in the
young program’s history.

The Wildcats only have four home games over
the course of the season with the first coming in
week one against Shoals Christian, a matchup in
which Tharptown has won the last five meetings
so Hamilton should be in line to get his first win
rather quickly.

If the win doesn’t happen in week one, the

See ‘FOOTBALL,’ page 14

Pest Solutions

Pest & osquito
Control

256-332-4008

Auto, Home, Life Insurance
English and Spanish

Real deal with a local feel.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.

SPORTS

Brady Petree
Franklin Free Press

TROY - Austin Stidham |
could have easily walked
away from his college
football career after last
season.

After all, he had been
named to numerous all- &
conference teams while g §.
cementing himself as one _ *§
of the top offensive line- .
men in the Group of Five /%%
schools during his time at 0@&
Troy. 1

But in his mind, he : A
could do better.

So as he decided to
return for his sixth and
final year (as he was
granted an extra year of
eligibility by the NCAA
due to COVID-19) as a
Troy Trojan, he is fully
prepared to leave it all
out on the field this year.

During his previous five |
seasons as a Trojan, ’
Stidham has made a
name for himself and has
numerous accolades to
show for it.

Scotty Wood, Agent
13760 Highway 43 Ste 6, Russellville, AL 35653
256-332-0052
scotty@agentscotty.com
agentscotty.com

o StateFarm

\ g

PRSRT STD US POSTAGE
Russellville,AL 35653

PAID Franklin Free Press
113 Washington Ave. NW

k.

COURTESY PHOTO

And as college football stidham, above, had a pass blocking grade of 77.1 according to Pro
season draws near, more Football Focus and was one of only 12 linemen in the Group of Five
honors are coming down schools to not commit a single penalty on passing plays.

for the 6’5 300-pound

offensive lineman as Athlon Sports, one of the
top sports media entities in the country, named
Stidham to their preseason all-conference team
for the Sun Belt Conference.

“I came back for my sixth year this year after not
performing up to my own standards last year. So
I'm just trying to give myself the best opportunity
that | can to get to the next level and be success-
ful,” Stidham said. “To be named to the preseason
all-conference team, it really just sets the prece-
dent for this season and I'm trying to succeed at
the highest level and that’s the highest level in this
conference. I'm very appreciative of being named
to the list and | think it shows the type of work that
| have been putting in and what is to be expected
of me this season.”

Stidham certainly has the size and athleticism
needed to play at the next level.

But the one thing that typically takes a while for
offensive lineman to adjust to when making the
transition to the next level, is the experience fac-
tor.

After all, it's not very often one sees an offensive
lineman start for five seasons at the division one
level.

However, Stidham even checks off that all-
important box on his resume as he enters his sixth
season with the Trojans, five of which has been as
a starter.

“I think that right now, based on the factors that |
have been evaluating myself on, | give myself a
really good chance. Obviously nobody knows for
sure and | still have some work to do but | believe
that | am on the right track,” Stidham said. “My
athleticism, intelligence and just overall experi-
ence and all of the other attributes | have will ben-
efit me in the long-run and | think it will help boost
my stock.”

Of course, Stidham isn’t only attempting to lead
the Trojans to as many victories as possible dur-
ing his final season with the team. But he is also
attempting to boost his resume for NFL teams in
need of offensive line help in next year’s draft.

See ‘O-LINE,” page 13

Don’t forget to visit us on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!



THE GREAT
AMERICAN
OUTDOORS

Are closer than you think

From cleanup to DIY projects, hardworking
tools from STIHL put the Great American
Outdoors within easy reach.

HSA 45 satTery 16 bart .
HEDGE TRIMMER BG 50 MS 170
HANDHELD BLOWER CHAIN SAW CHAIN SAW

$149.99 $159.99 $199.99 $399.99

Includes charger and built-in battery.

* Kk k Kk

"Light weight and easy to use."

1.8.8.8.8 1 1 8.8, 8.8 4 1 6.6 6.6 ¢

"Powerful and lightweight." "It starts easily and runs great." "A great value and dependable.”

- Haefdh - Kevin2376 - Dick44 - Holly501

KIEL EQUIPMENT

14696 Hwy 43 | Russellville, Alabama | www.kielequipment.com

All prices are DSRP at participating dealers while supplies last. 'The actual listed guide bar length may vary from the effective
cutting length based on which powerhead it is installed on. ©2022 STIHL




Where Everybody )
RKnows Jour Name...@*

FREE Local Delivery
FREE Curbside Assistance
Mail Order Delivery*

¢ Building Supplies for
Residential/Commercial
Projects
¢ Metal Fabrication
¢ Custom Hardscaping
¢ QutdoorKitchens

Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5 » Sat. 8:00-12

256.332.8181

HWY 43, Littleville

For updates on news and sports throughout the week,
visit us on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!

Send your guest columns, letters to the editor and other
creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.
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‘O-LINE,” from page 11

Part of his game plan in appealing to as many NFL teams as he can is actu-
ally quite simple: making himself as valuable and as versatile as possible.

“I've always believed in making yourself as valuable as you can and | have
no doubt in my mind that | could play all five positions up front so I'm just
going to make myself as valuable as possible and just see where the lord
takes me from there,” Stidham said.

In the never-ending coaching carousel that is college football, Stidham has
had his fair share of offensive line coaches over his five, going on six, years
as a Trojan.

Stidham gives credit to the different coaches that he has had during his col-
lege career for enabling him to learn so many different styles and techniques.

Add to that list of coaches Cole Popovich (a former New England Patriots
coach with two super bowl rings to his credit), who was recently named the
offensive line coach for the Trojans, and it's easy to see just how skilled
Stidham has become.

“I've had the opportunity to have exposure to a lot of different line coach-
es over the years. I'm on
my fourth different line
coach. So being exposed
to so many different P S | °
styles and ways of learn- ‘I' 1'
ing and having such a es O U IOn S
wide range of variety in /
terms of playing, it really
gives me so much to
build off of,” Stidham
said. “It gives me a lot of
background to reference
and coming back this
year not only gave me
the opportunity to devel-
op physically, but it also

remeresetny | Past & Mosquﬂo

well and get more ideas
from different coaches

and having coaches to con'rOI

bounce ideas and things

off of has benefited me 256-332-4008
greatly and will continue

to do so.”

One of the more noteworthy achievements, beyond making numerous all-
conference teams during his playing career, is the fact that Stidham is one
of the most disciplined players not only in his conference, but in college
football as a whole.

In the Group of Five schools, Stidham was one of only 12 offensive linemen
that was not called for a single penalty on a pass blocking play and sports a
77.1 pass blocking grade per Pro Football Focus.

And with Stidham, one could point to a myriad of factors that make him so
dominante. His size is overwhelming, his footwork is impeccable and his
technique is often in top form.

But if you ask the man himself, his answer goes a bit deeper than the things
one can see on the gridiron.

In fact, the biggest key to his success comes in his mental state leading into
each and every snap which has led to him being an incredibly reliable line-
man in a day and age where passing the football has become king and the
need to protect the quarterback as he drops back has become as vital as
ever.

“I think what a lot of people may not understand is that you have to prepare
your mind before each and every snap. You have to know what your assign-
ment is, the type of technique you need to use in each assignment and to be
able to get to that assignment in a way that you are not going to get a penal-
ty,” Stidham said. “So a lot of it happened pre-snap. Just being focused every
single play and just having the maturity to understand your assignment and
what technique you need to use to achieve handling your assignment in the
best way.”

As he prepares over the summer for his final season in a Troy uniform with
hopes of donning an NFL uniform soon thereafter, he will have an opportuni-
ty right out of the gate this upcoming season to showcase his talent against
an SEC opponent.

The Trojans will square off against the Ole Miss Rebels on September 3rd
in their first game of the season.

See ‘O-LINE,” page 15

Don’t forget to visit us on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!



Shoals Primary Care
welcomes

Dr. Zaman
Shah

to the practice
in Shefhield

Board certified in Internal Medicine,
Dr. Shah is an exceptional physician and
a close family member of Dr. Syed.

He will be continuing Dr. Syed’s legacy
of excellent and compassionate patient
care with Shoals Primary Care.

Monday-Thursday 8am - 5pm
Walk-ins are Welcome

MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED
MEDICARE PATIENTS WELCOME

SHOALS

PRIMARY CARE

342 Cox Boulevard
Sheffield
256-383-4473

shoalsprimarycarellc.com

“Eye Care & Eye Wear for
Your Unique Lifestyle”

256-332-5440
15255 Hwy 43
Russellville

EyeCare Professmnals

Send your guest columns, photos and other creative submissions to us at
franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

361231-1
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Wildcats then travel to Phillips in week two in another matchup that
Tharptown has won in their previous two games.

From weeks three through five, the Wildcats will take on tough region oppo-
nents in Tanner (home), Hatton and Lexington (both away) before traveling
to Cherokee.

And while it remains to be seen with those region games, Tharptown will be
looking for their first region win since 2017 in which the Wildcats were a 1A
school and defeated the Shoals Christian Flames.

2022 might be the year that the Wildcats break that winless region streak
as Lindsay Lane Christian has put together their first team in program histo-
ry and is in the same region as Tharptown.

The Wildcats will host Lindsay Lane on October 7th before wrapping up
their season on the road in back-to-back weeks against Sheffield and
Falkville, both region opponents.

Vina Red Devils

The 2021 season was a rough one for the Red Devils as they went 0-10
part of a 13 game losing streak dating back to 2020 when their last win came
against Cherokee.

However, there is room for optimism amongst the Vina faithful as the team
returns a decent amount of underclassmen from a year ago that will take one
step further in their advancement in search of ending that losing streak.

Add to that a favorable schedule in the first half of the season and there’s
good reason to think that the Red Devils can take that next step.

With bye weeks in weeks one and three, the Red Devils take to the road to
take on Addison in week two in what will be a tough matchup.

However, the next three games after Addison look very promising for the
Red Devils.

They return home to take on Shoals Chrisitian, whom Vina beat 44-12 back
in 2019, then take on Woodville in an away game. Woodville also went 0-10
in the 2021 season.

The Red Devils then take on 4A Curry but the Yellow Jackets have not won
a single game since the 2018 season.

Then the Red Devils wrap up their season with five straight region games,
the last three of which are at home against Meek, Hackleburg and Waterloo.

Bowling Family Medical Clinic

Bowling Famlly Medlcal CIlmc

* We are a primary care and
walk-in clinic
* We accept all insurance,
including Medicaid
* Convenient location at
1369-A, Hwy 43 in Littleville

Se Habla Espaiiol!

Mon. - Thurs, 8 - 6

256-333-4118 Frpriapy s
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And while playing against power five schools might pose as intimidating to
: some, Stidham has a plethora of experience going up against that level of

\ talent.
\ In fact, he has not only held his own in those games, but he has thrived dur-
, \ ing them as well.

So it’s safe to say that the moment most likely won’t be too large for the for-
mer Russellville Golden Tiger standout as he looks to show NFL scouts and
coaches a glimpse of the player they could potentially get once the NFL draft
rolls around next year.

“Anytime you get the chance to play and play in front of one of these larg-
er stadiums and those types of crowds is just amazing and it's what you
dream about as a young kid playing football. Luckily | have had the opportu-
nity at Troy to play in environments like this quite often,” Stidham said. “In
2018, my first year starting, we traveled to Nebraska and beat them and I've
had the opportunity to travel to Missouri, South Carolina and places like that.
| wouldn’t be doing it justice to say that it was just another game, because it’s
not. It's a big time opportunity for us as individuals and as a team to be able
to play in games like that. And it’s just another opportunity for me to show that
| can compete against anybody, anywhere and be able to showcase myself
against that level of talent.”

" Mtthe scene of an accidentor
breakdown, tell law enforcement

you want M & N Towing! Vi z
: : illage at Oliver Place
We offer local pick up for service
2 maintenancel Apariments & Townhomes

W Waterincluded starting at:
5 2BR $455 * 3 BR: 3525

m ||\ &

- J
TOWING & SERVICE CENTER

11833 Hwy 43 South « Russellville, AL 35653

256.332.7279

205.993.5005. * Pike Avenue * Phil Campbell
TDD (Hearing impaired) 800.548.2546

04 Ford F150
$1500 Down
09 Chevy HHR

We would be honored to care for you and those you love.

Physicians (L-R):

Jack M. McLendon, MD, FACP | Jeremy Thompson, MD, FAAFP
Joshua D. Vacik, MD, FACP | Courtney Bowen, MD | Brian C. Richards, DO
Brad McAnalley, MD, FACP | Robert Dickson, DO
CALL

(256) 383-4447

ext. 124

$1500 Down
08 Ford Fusion
$1200 Down
11 Ford Taurus
$2000 Down

www.MedShoals.com

351 Alabama Hwy 64
Killen, AL

Like us... Share us...
Call us...

Y
b %
MEDICAL ASSOCIATES

OF THE SHOALS

1120 5. Jackson Hwy
Sheffield, AL

09 GMC Acadia
$2200 Down
07 Toyota RAV4
$2500 Down
02 Mitsubishi Montero
$1200 Down
08 Honda Odyssey
$800 Down

elledge.jeff@gmail.com

2506 Woodward Ave « Muscle Shoals
256.383.7979 « 256.710.3711

Don’t forget to visit us on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!



13% Annual b
X SRMGN

FOOD ¢ FUN * FIREWORKS!

~ event Schedule: ||
e Purpose [y
LN 6:00 pm.

Cadence BakerB®
AL LN =E 1] 8:15 p-M-
& Austin Bohannon

Sloss Lake
Hwy 24 ¢ Russellville

Splash Pad, Inflatables,
Cotton Flats Cruisers
Car Show, Food Venders
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