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By Anne Murphy

The recent release of a map identi-
fying the residential properties in 
Ramsey County with racial cov-

enants attached to their deeds is being 
viewed as a call to action. The map was un-
veiled on June 15 during a program at Saint 
Catherine University (SCU) sponsored by 
the Welcoming the Dear Neighbor? project 
at SCU and the Mapping Prejudice project 
at the University of Minnesota. Represen-
tatives of the two institutions said they 
consider the map just a starting point for 
additional research and education on eq-
uity in housing.

More research needs to be done to fully 
understand the effects of housing discrimi-
nation in Saint Paul, according to Michael 
Corey, associate director of Mapping Prej-
udice and a resident of Merriam Park. Al-
though more than 2,400 properties have 
been identified as having racial covenants, 
he said, questions remain. For example, 
why do some neighborhoods show large 
clusters of covenants and others have few 
or none?

The covenants were added to property 
deeds by developers and real estate agents 
to prevent those who were not white from 
living at those addresses. The earliest cov-
enants identified in the Twin Cities date 

as far back as 1910, and they became com-
monplace in Saint Paul beginning in the 
1920s.

In 1948 the U.S. Supreme Court ruled 
that racial covenants were unenforceable. 
However, new covenants were still being 
struck here until 1953 when the Minne-
sota Legislature banned the practice. That 
action was followed in 1968 by the federal 
Fair Housing Act, which protects against 
discrimination in the sale or rental of prop-
erty.

Close to 300 people attended the June 15 
program in person or virtually. The maps 
of racial covenants were explained and sto-
ries were shared of racial discrimination 

and intimidation. Neighborhoods with 
concentrations of racial covenants include 
several areas of Highland Park and Macal-
ester-Groveland, the Como area and the far 
East Side of Saint Paul (see map). 

A typical covenant would state that the 
premises “shall not at any time be con-
veyed, mortgaged or leased to any person 
or persons of Chinese, Japanese, Moor-
ish, Turkish, Negro, Mongolian or African 
blood or descent.” This is true of the cov-
enants found in Highland Park from the 
mid-1920s to the 1940s and for properties 
near Mississippi River Boulevard. At least 

Project pinpoints places where racial prejudice had a home

By Jane McClure

The University of Saint Thomas’ 
quest to build a sports complex in 
a corner of the former Ford Motor 

Company assembly plant in Highland Park 
will be the subject of a public hearing be-
fore the Saint Paul Planning Commission 
at 8:30 a.m. Friday, August 5. The commis-
sion will be reviewing several amendments 
to the city’s master plan for the Ford site 
that would allow the sports complex to be 
located there.

The commission released the amend-
ments for public comment in June. Many 
questions remain about what the amend-
ments would mean for the Highland Bridge 
development. Some commissioners said 
they are already hearing from citizens who 
oppose the UST project. A neighborhood 
meeting on the sports complex will be held 
at 6 p.m. Tuesday, July 26, at Lumen Christi 
Catholic Church, 2055 Bohland Ave.

The Planning Commission’s Compre-
hensive and Neighborhood Planning Com-
mittee has raised several issues, according 

By Frank Jossi

Pete Treacy has spent the past couple 
of weeks telling people about what a 
devoted father Bob Brandtjen was to 

his son, Billy, and about his love of Saint 
Paul.

Brandtjen, 63, died on Friday, June 17, 
during a trench collapse at a construction 
site on the 700 block of Mount Curve Bou-
levard near Pinehurst Avenue. The owner 
of R.H. Brandtjen & Co. worked on water 
and sewer line projects and lived in High-
land Park not far from the accident site.

Saint Paul and Minneapolis firefighters 
worked through the night to recover his 
body and that of co-worker Jeff Jeanetta, 
66, who also perished in the trench col-
lapse. Jeanetta, 66, lived in North Saint 
Paul. News reports described him as a 
jack-of-all-trades, family man and Army  
veteran.

The incident occurred while three con-
tractors were working on a water and sew-
age project in front of an apartment build-
ing under construction on Mount Curve. 
At around 3 p.m. on June 17, the trench 
walls collapsed and buried Brandtjen and  

It don’t mean a 
thing if it ain’t 

got that swing.
Sandy Pulles danced with 

daughter Serena, 4, to 
good vibes with the return 

of the annual Twin Cities 
Jazz Fest in Mears Park on 

June 24. Pictured below, 
straw caps seemed to be 

the fashion of choice at 
the festival as Charanga 

Tropical performed on 
Xcel Energy’s Jazz on Fifth 

Street stage that day. 
Close to four dozen acts 

were featured at more 
than two dozen venues 

across Saint Paul as part 
of the three-day festival.
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one deed in this area excludes 
“any persons of the Jewish or Ne-
gro race.” 

Racial covenants helped de-
termine a neighborhood’s racial 
makeup, homeownership pat-
terns and overall well-being, ac-
cording to the SCU researchers. 
Families living in areas with racial 
covenants may have benefitted 
for generations from increased 
property values, they said. Con-
versely, neighborhoods that were 
redlined by real estate agents as 
being poor investments for loans 
and mortgages suffered a de-
crease in overall quality of life. 

According to Corey, the appar-
ent discrepancies in the num-
ber of covenants found in each 
neighborhood may be explained 
by faulty or hard-to-decipher re-
cords. Neighborhoods that were 
platted before there were racially 
motivated concerns about prop-
erty values may have fewer cov-
enants, he said. It is also possible 
that covenants were not added 
to properties that were thought 
to be financially out of reach for 
non-whites. 

“Covenants are part of our his-
tory,” said Brian Wagner, a Real-
tor in Coldwell Banker Realty’s 
Crocus Hill office. “They created 
a landscape of segregation that 
is perpetuated today. While our 
neighborhoods are diversifying, 
we’re still living with the conse-

quences.
“And housing discrimination 

still happens,” Wagner said. “I’ve 
heard recent stories of homeown-
ers experiencing discrimination 
in home appraisals. Today, many 
people of color feel like they have 
to clear their home of any racial 
identification for fear it may im-
pact the appraised value.” 

Wagner, who is on the board of 

the Macalester-Groveland Com-
munity Council, said the council 
is planning a program in early Au-
gust related to the Mapping Prej-
udice and Welcoming the Dear 
Neighbor? projects. Local resi-
dents will be invited to bring their 
property deeds to the program to 
initiate a conversation.

“Opportunities to talk about 
race are always important,” Wag-

ner said. “These conversations 
are difficult. I have felt uncom-
fortable talking about my own 
identify and the privilege I car-
ry. Our neighborhood is sacred 
ground to those of us who live in 
this wonderful community. I’m 
hoping the event educates and 
creates greater understanding of 
how policy shapes geography and 
creates or inhibits the building of 

community and relationships.”
“The housing disparities that 

remain in our city today have 
their roots in history,” said Cathe-
rine Penkert, director of the Saint 
Paul Public Library, which hosted 
a program on June 23 at the High-
land Library where SCU represen-
tatives explored the history and 
legacy of racism and housing seg-
regation in Saint Paul. “We aim 
to host more events featuring the 
Mapping Prejudice and Welcom-
ing the Dear Neighbor? projects 
this year to continue illuminating 
inequities and spark reflection 
and action.” 

In the meantime, Saint Paul 
Public Library staff members 
have created a list of articles, 
books and more about the Map-
ping Prejudice project. Visit 
sppl.bibliocommons.com/list/
share/1135422437_sppl_fea-
tured/1873751109.

The Mapping Prejudice project’s ongoing study of Ramsey County found that the deeds for the properties shaded in green 
above had racial covenants attached to them that forbade their sale to certain racial groups.

“Racial covenants 
are part of our 

history. They created 
a landscape of 

segregation that 
is perpetuated 

today. While our 
neighborhoods are 
diversifying, we’re 
still living with the 

consequences.”

By Jane McClure

The former Saint Paul Cas-
ket Company building at 
1222 University Ave. is get-

ting a new lease on life as afford-
able housing. The Saint Paul City 
Council as well as the Housing 
and Redevelopment Authority 
board approved a spending plan 
for the $24.8 million project on 
June 22.

Midway-based developer JB 
Vang is looking to convert the va-
cant, four-story building into 55 
affordable apartments. Fifteen of 
the units will be “deeply” afford-
able for households making 30 
percent of the Twin Cities area 
median income (AMI), and the 
remainder will be affordable to 
households making 60 percent 
of the AMI. All of the units will 
remain affordable for at least 50 
years. 

The “Twelve22” building will 
have a nearly equal mix of one- 
and two-bedroom units, along 
with amenities and 50 surface 
parking spots. Monthly rents 
would initially range from $660-
$1,584, depending on the unit’s 

size and level of affordability. JB 
Vang, led by principal Kou Vang, 
hopes to close on the property in 
July and have it ready for occu-
pancy by the summer of 2023.

It is the city’s first very low-
income housing project funded 
through a $12 million allocation 
from the federal American Rescue 
Plan (ARP). Three other projects 
are waiting for approval this sum-
mer. They include RS Eden’s Ash-
land Apartments at 532 Ashland 
Ave., PAK Properties’ Marshall 
Avenue Flats at 1619 Dayton Ave., 
and a project at Phalen Village on 
the East Side. 

Erika Byrd, senior project man-
ager for the city’s Department of 
Planning and Economic Develop-
ment, said the four projects will 
encompass 246 apartments, of 
which 75 are at 30 percent AMI 
(around $24,650 for a single per-
son to $35,200 for a four-person 
household). 

The city’s goal is to provide 110 
housing units at deeply afford-
able levels. It is part of a commit-
ment announced last December 
by city and county officials to pro-
vide $74 million toward very low-

income housing. 
Along with the ARP money, 

funding for the Twelve22 proj-
ect includes up to $12.5 million 
in conduit multifamily revenue 
bonds and a $748,983 tax incre-
ment financing loan. The project 
also received a site cleanup grant 
from the Metropolitan Council.

City Council members praised 
the project. Jane Prince called 50 
years of affordability “extraordi-
nary,” in that there is a huge need 
in the city for deeply affordable 
housing.

The former casket company 
building will be 100 years old next 
year. The concrete and stucco 
structure features Modern Gothic 
details, including a 104-foot-tall 
central tower. 

After the casket company 
moved out in 1951, the building 
was used as a warehouse and of-
fices for the Snyder Drug Store  
chain. Its last occupant was Land-
fill Books and Records.

The developers are seeking in-
clusion of the building on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places 
in order to apply for state and fed-
eral historic tax credits. The city’s 

Heritage Preservation Commis-
sion and State Historic Preserva-
tion Office support that applica-
tion. 

Final approval from the Na-
tional Park Service is anticipated 

shortly. However, the Minnesota 
Legislature failed to extend the 
state tax credit program beyond 
June 30, so its future is uncertain 
unless there is a special session.

By Jane McClure

The Saint Paul City Council and Hous-
ing and Redevelopment Authority 
(HRA) board approved the use of up 

to $28.15 million in tax increment financ-
ing (TIF) on June 22 to support private de-
velopments in the city. The money could 
help support low-income housing, preven-
tion of business displacement, and devel-
opment of vacant, city-owned properties. 

The first project the funds will be used 
for is renovation of the former Saint Paul 
Casket Company building as the Twelve22, 
a 55-unit apartment building at 1222 Uni-
versity Ave. (See related story.)

TIF is one of the few tools the city has 
available for housing and economic devel-
opment, noted City Council member and 
HRA chair Chris Tolbert. The Minnesota 
Legislature last year gave cities the tem-
porary authority to spend unobligated TIF 

dollars for private developments. The in-
tent is to create or retain jobs, according to 
Jenny Wolfe, debt service manager for the 
city’s planning department.

The 2021 law requires that a public hear-
ing be held on a spending plan, and that 
the HRA and City Council approve the plan. 
The money can be used to provide loans 
and other forms of assistance to private de-
velopers for infrastructure, new construc-
tion or rehabilitation of existing structures.

Projects have to start before December 
31, 2025. There is also a “but-for” test re-
quired with TIF. That is, a project would 
not happen without the TIF assistance.

The $28.15 million is from excess revenue 
from 21 TIF districts. Typically TIF can only 
be spent in the district where it is gener-
ated, unless additional steps are taken.

Local districts with excess TIF include 
Osceola Park, Shepard-Davern, Koch Mo-
bil, Highland Pointe and Schmidt Brewery.

Twelve22 project first to use new TIF money to support private developments 

Resurrection in works for Casket Co. building

1b MAPPING PREJUDICE

The central tower of the former Saint Paul Casket Company building at 1222 Uni-
versity Ave. The Saint Paul City Council and HRA approved a spending plan on June 
22 for converting the nearly century-old building into 55 affordable apartments.
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Jeanetta. Fire personnel recovered their 
bodies by 3 a.m. the next day. Fire officials 
said a trench box designed to prevent cave-
ins was sitting next to the site of the acci-
dent.

Brandtjen was the only guardian for his 
son, Billy, who recently graduated from 
Saint Thomas Academy and will attend the 
University of Minnesota this fall to study 
engineering. Due to the work of Treacy and 
other family friends in getting the word 
out, a GoFundMe campaign had raised 
nearly $128,790 as of July 1 to help pay for 
funeral, educational and living expenses. 
(To donate, go to gofundme.com/f/billy-
brandtjen-cadet-fund.)

Brandtjen’s funeral was held on June 24 
at the Cathedral of Saint Paul.

Treacy said he met Bob and Billy through 
his son, Charlie, also an STA student. They 
carpooled to the school’s Mendota Heights 
campus and Treacy and Brandtjen attend-
ed many school events together. 

“Bob was gregarious and knowledgeable 
in many topics,” Treacy said. “He was a de-
voted father to his son, Billy, and his dog, 
Caesar, an Irish setter who showed up at 
every football game for six years at Saint 
Thomas.”

Treacy said Brandtjen had an encyclo-
pedic knowledge of Saint Paul, sometimes 
driving down Summit Avenue and reciting 
historical details of the mansions.

In his field, he held specialized certifica-
tions and had many clients, including the 
city. “He was a hard worker and respected 
in his business,” Treacy said. 

Billy has an older sister and brother, Anna 
and Jonathon. Brandtjen lost a 4-year-old 
daughter decades ago, but that tragedy did 
not shake his faith, Treacy said. “His mes-
sage to the kids was that God is watching 
and he cares for you and will come to your 
aid no matter what,” he said.

Brandjten’s obituary noted that he 
served on the Highland District Council for 
many years. He fixed up a Mercedes Road-
star in his spare time and amassed a signif-
icant collection of vinyl records.  

Treacy said Billy follows in his father’s 
footsteps. “He’s courageous and a hard 
worker,” he said. At STA, Billy played foot-
ball, served on the school’s Quiz Bowl 
team, sang in the choir and received aca-
demic recognitions. 

“He’s one of those unique kids who’s 
been challenged in life—more than most 

of us—but still has risen above it,” Treacy 
said. “He’s a quiet kid good with steely  
resolve.”

According to his obituary, Jeanetta is 
survived by seven children, 13 grandchil-
dren and six siblings. A memorial gather-
ing will be held for him from noon-3 p.m. 
Saturday, July 9, at the Sandberg Funeral 
Home in North Saint Paul. 

A GoFundMe page created for the Jea-
netta family to help cover funeral costs and 
other expenses had raised $13,205 as of 
July 1. (To donate, visit gofundme.com/f/
trench-collapse).

What happened before and during the 
accident is still being investigated by Min-
nesota OSHA Compliance, said James 
Honerman, communications director for 
the Minnesota Department of Labor and  
Industry. 

“Because of that, no further public infor-
mation is available until the file is closed,” 
he said. “There’s no set time frame for an 
investigation. MNOSHA investigates to 
determine the cause of such accidents and 
whether existing OSHA standards were vi-
olated to help avoid a recurrence of similar 
accidents.”

Firefighters worked through the night to recover the bodies of Bob Brandtjen and Jeff Jeanetta, who 
perished during a trench collapse on June 17 while working on a water and sewer project in front of an 
apartment building under construction on Mount Curve Boulevard.  SAINT PAUL FIRE DEPARTMENT PHOTO

1b TRENCH COLLAPSE

Bob Brandtjen with his son, Billy, who recently 
graduated from STA.  GOFUNDME PHOTO

Co-worker Jeff Jeanetta also perished in the 
trench collapse. GOFUNDME PHOTO
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By Jane McClure

Despite strong opposition from some 
neighbors, the Highland District 
Council’s (HDC) Community De-

velopment Committee recommended ap-
proval of rezoning and variance requests 
on June 21 for a proposed 72-unit work-
force apartment building on Sue Street be-
tween Graham and Norfolk avenues. The 
recommendation could go to the full HDC 
on July 14, depending on when it is sched-
uled for discussion by the Saint Paul Plan-
ning Commission’s Zoning Committee.

The four-story building would be lo-
cated near several senior living facilities. It 
is being proposed by Senior Housing Part-
ners, the development arm of Presbyterian 
Homes & Services. Sam Jagodzinski, the 
development manager for Senior Housing 
Partners, and architect Chris Palkowitsch 
of BWBR Architects presented the plans for 
the building, which they said is meant to 
complement the neighborhood.

Part of the site needs rezoning from sin-
gle-family to multifamily to be consistent 
with the rest of the property’s RM2 zoning. 
The project is expected to require a setback 
variance for the building’s front on Sue, a 
floor-area ratio variance and a condition-
al use permit. A conditional use permit 
is needed for the building’s height. RM2 
zoning allows for heights of up to 50 feet. 
Sloping site conditions could necessitate a 
taller building.

The proposed building would have a mix 
of studio, one- and two-bedroom apart-
ments. It would not offer many amenities, 
other than a fourth-floor community room 
and terrace.

Rents have not been finalized, though 
the developers said they are looking at at-

tracting renters at 60-80 percent of the 
Twin Cities area median income (AMI). 
With AMI at $118,200 for a family of four, 
income limits would be around $70,400 at 
60 percent and $89,400 at 80 percent.

Neighbors are concerned about apart-
ment dwellers creating increased parking 
demand in an area where on-street park-
ing and traffic congestion already cause 
problems. Several said that employees and 
visitors from nearby senior housing com-
plexes already line the streets.

“Why would our community want more 
congestion” said lifelong Graham Avenue 
resident Tom Funk. “We don’t need that 
there. We don’t want that there.”

Jagodzinski said employees of Presby-
terian Homes are facing a severe housing 
shortage. According to him, more than 

500 of those employees live in the Saint 
Paul area.

“Employee housing has become a para-
mount issue for us,” he said. According to 
him, Presbyterian Homes has lost employ-
ees because they cannot find housing con-
venient to where they work. 

The proposed apartment building was 
initially presented to the committee last 
spring, and plans have changed slightly 
in part to accommodate issues raised by 
neighbors, Jagodzinski said. The number 
of apartments has decreased from 79 to 72, 
and the amount of structured parking  has 
increased from 30 to 35 spots, with an ad-
ditional eight surface stalls. Landscaping 
also has been added to the previous plans.

Graham Avenue resident Tom Acker said 
that plenty of workforce housing is being 

built at the Highland Bridge development 
on the former Ford site. “Why is this need-
ed at Graham and Sue?” he asked.

Jagodzinski replied that there is a great 
housing need. The building would not be 
restricted to employees of Presbyterian 
Homes and some residents living there 
could walk to work at senior housing cam-
puses in the neighborhood, according to 
him. “We don’t think all residents will 
have cars,” he said.

However, neighbors fear the develop-
ment will bring in more cars than the avail-
able parking will accommodate.

A majority of HDC committee members 
said that while they understand the neigh-
borhood concerns, such housing is needed. 
“On this committee there are never any 
easy decisions,” said HDC board president 
Kevin Vargas.

Committee member Katherine Bell, 
whose family owns the Sibley Manor 
housing complex, said the neighborhood 
concerns merit more discussion “I feel like 
there’s more conversation that needs to be 
had,” she said. Bell did not vote on the is-
sue, citing a conflict of interest.

Committee supports workforce apartments on Highland’s south end

Senior Housing Partners, the development arm of Presbyterian Homes & Services, wants to build a 
four-story, 72-unit workforce apartment building on Sue Street between Graham and Norfolk avenues. 

Graham Avenue resident 
Tom Acker said that 
plenty of workforce 

housing is being built 
at the Highland Bridge 

development. “Why is this 
needed at Graham and 

Sue?” he asked.
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to senior city planner Mike Richardson. 
Among the concerns were the fate of the 
110 units of affordable housing that had 
been planned for that portion of the Ford 
site, the impact UST’s project would have 
on property tax revenue and job creation, 
and the sports complex’s consistency with 
the vision for Highland Bridge.

UST and Ford site master developer Ryan 
Companies reviewed plans for the sports 
complex with the Highland District Coun-
cil Community Development Committee 
on June 21. UST vice president Mark Vangs-
gard explained how the project is part of 
the university’s effort to upgrade its athlet-
ic facilities to coincide with its recent move 
from Division III to Division I in the NCAA.

Ryan Companies owns the 122-acre 
Highland Bridge site and has the 13-acre 
Canadian Pacific rail yard property under 
contract. UST would build the sports com-
plex on 23 acres on and adjacent to the rail 
yard in the southeast corner of Highland 
Bridge. Plans call for a hockey arena, a sec-
ond ice sheet for practice, small baseball 
and softball stadiums, an indoor practice 
facility and a parking ramp.

While those land uses are allowed under 
the Ford Site Master Plan, the plan must be 
amended in the following areas:

• A reduction in the density of the devel-
opment, with the sports facilities replacing 
the planned housing and offices.

• An adjustment to the mix of land uses 
provided by the underlying zoning.

• An adjustment to the parks and open 
space master plan by relocating the city’s 

proposed 1.5-acre Mica Park and adding 
new open space due to parkland dedica-
tion requirements.

• An increase in the maximum building 
width for structures that are set back from 
the right-of-way.

• An exclusion to the maximum setback 
for civic and institutional buildings.

• Changes to bike, pedestrian and transit 
connectivity through the Highland Bridge 
site. 

Planning Commission chair Luis Rangel 
Morales, one of two commissioners who 
were involved in the drafting of the Ford 
site master plan, said there was a general 
sense of frustration among members of the 
Comprehensive and Neighborhood Plan-
ning Committee. They want to more fully 

understand the impact of the proposed 
amendments to the master plan, Morales 
said. “It took 10 years—over 10 years—for 
the city to come up with a master plan for 
the Ford site,” he said. “And this is a huge 
change to the plan.”

The city is currently conducting a review 
of the environmental impact of the master 
plan amendments. It is also negotiating a 
change to the development agreement for 
Highland Bridge to ensure that enough tax 
increment financing is generated by the 
development to cover infrastructure and 
other associated costs.

Morales questioned the tight timeline 
for approving the amendments. The Plan-
ning Commission is being asked to make 
a recommendation to the City Council on 

the sport complex by September. The city 
has 60 days to act on master plan amend-
ments under state law, according to Saint 
Paul planning director Luis Pereira. How-
ever, that deadline can be extended for an-
other 60 days.

City staff are reviewing the redevelop-
ment agreement. Any changes will have to 
be approved by the Saint Paul Housing and 
Redevelopment Authority and City Coun-
cil. The relocation of Mica Park will be re-
viewed by the city’s Parks and Recreation 
Commission and City Council. Pereira said 
the parallel processes should answer many 
of the questions the planning commission-
ers have raised.

Provincial House family shelter’s lease extended until March

The diagram at left shows the 23-acre 
parcel where the University of Saint Thomas 
is hoping to construct a new athletic 
complex in keeping with its status as an 
NCAA Division I sports school. The diagram 
below shows the possible location of UST’s 
new hockey arena (1), softball and baseball 
stadiums (6 and 8), parking ramp (10) and 
practice facility (7). 

1b UST SPORTS COMPLEX

By Jane McClure

Provincial House, a shelter for up to 30 
homeless families at 1880 Randolph 
Ave., has received $827,244 from the 

city of Saint Paul’s Housing Trust Fund to 
keep it open through March 2023. The Saint 
Paul City Council, acting as the Housing 
and Redevelopment Authority, approved 
the allocation on June 22. Had the funding 
not been awarded, Provincial House would 
have closed at the end of June.

Provincial House is owned by the Sisters 
of Saint Joseph of Carondelet. It served for 
many years as a residence for the religious 
order. For the past 15 months, it has been 
used by Interfaith Action as a round-the-
clock shelter for families. 

Interfaith Action’s Project Home has 
provided an overnight shelter for families 
for the past 25 years at local churches and 
schools. The COVID-19 pandemic forced 
the program into hotels and then Provin-
cial House. Funding for Project Home and 
other shelters was provided through fed-
eral pandemic-relief funds, but those are 
running out. 

The new allocation will be transferred 
from the city to Ramsey County, which 
oversees shelter programs. The city had 
earlier earmarked the money for preserv-

ing naturally occurring affordable housing 
(NOAH), but because of a staff transition, 
that program is not yet ready. 

“Our need is urgent,” said Saint Paul 
Planning and Economic Development di-
rector Nicolle Goodman. The NOAH pro-
gram will be brought back in the future, 
she added.

Provincial House has a capacity of about 
100 people or 30 families. In 2021 the pro-
gram served 153 adults and 239 children as 
they waited for permanent housing.

Provincial House has been a great fit for 

Project Home, according to its director, 
Sara Liegl. For most of its history, Project 
Home would move from one host church 
or school to another each month. “Many 
know us as the little church basement pro-
gram,” Liegl said. But with the onset of the 
pandemic, “we had to totally change our 
model,” she added.

The move to a permanent facility has 
been a great benefit. The families have pri-
vate rooms in which to stay rather than 
spaces separated by cardboard dividers. 
They can lock their door, and they have 

beds instead of cots or air mattresses.
“The families are thriving in our pro-

gram,” Liegl said. Project Home is currently 
serving 23 families, she added, or a total of 
78 adults and children. Twenty-three of 
the children are age 5 and under, and seven 
are younger than 3.

City Council member Chris Tolbert, 
whose Ward 3 includes Provincial House, 
has been seeking a way to keep the family 
shelter open for the past few months. “It’s 
a great need,” he said.

Other council members agreed, but had 
questions about the long-term future of 
the family shelter. They want to work with 
Ramsey County and Interfaith Action for 
ongoing funding. “We’ve got to find a way 
to make this a permanent facility,” said 
Ward 2 City Council member Rebecca No-
ecker.

Governor Tim Walz has proposed giving 
Ramsey County $6 million in unspent pan-
demic relief funds to help meet the needs 
of homeless shelters. State lawmakers 
had sought $14.5 million for this purpose, 
noting that people who become homeless 
come to Ramsey County from other areas 
of the state to find shelter. However, the 
Legislature adjourned this spring without 
passing a supplemental budget for these 
programs.

Project Home program 
director Sara Liegl 
prepares one of the guest 
rooms for a family who 
will be arriving for a 
stay at Provincial House, 
1880 Randolph Ave. The 
former residence of the 
Sisters of Saint Joseph 
of Carondelet has been 
granted the funding that 
will keep it open as an 
overnight shelter for 
homeless families at 
least until March 2023.  
PHOTO BY 
BRAD STAUFFER
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By Casey Ek

The Saint Paul School Board unani-
mously approved a $909 million 
budget for the 2022-23 school year 

on June 21. That includes a $563 million 
general fund, a reduction of about $8.3 
million from the general fund in the 2021-
22 school year. 

The Saint Paul Public Schools is expect-
ing to lose over $13 million in revenue next 
year due to a projected enrollment decline 
of 1,877. With that many fewer students, 
the district will lose about $7.6 million in 
per-pupil funding from the state and about 
$5.7 million in compensatory funding be-
cause of a decrease in the number of stu-
dents from low-income households who 
qualify for free or reduced-price lunches. 

Meanwhile, the district is expecting to re-
ceive about $5 million more from the prop-
erty tax levy.

To make up for the $8.3 million defi cit, 
the district is budgeting for 127.5 fewer 
full-time-equivalent teacher positions in 
grades K-12. Saint Paul superintendent Joe 
Gothard said he recommended the teacher 
cuts for fi nancial reasons and to address a 
reduced need because of fewer students in 
grades K-12 and a switch to block schedul-
ing in the high schools.

School Board member Halla Henderson 
lamented that there was no line item in the 
district budget that explicitly addresses 
the decline in enrollment. “I don’t believe 
we can expect to reverse this trend without 
doing something differently,” she said.

Responding to a question from School 
Board chair Jim Vue, chief fi nancial offi cer 
Marie Schrul said the district is preparing 
to grapple with falling enrollment should 
the years-long trend continue.

The Saint Paul Public Schools will have 
access next year to $98 million in fed-

eral money through the American Rescue 
Plan (ARP) and Esser II fund, according to 
Schrul. The federal funds will help pay 
for 337 full-time-equivalent employees 
next year, most of them at the elementary 
school level. 

Over the next few months, district ad-
ministrators will discuss how to respond 
to the sunsetting of the one-time Esser II 
and ARP funding. Erica Wacker, the dis-
trict’s director of communications, said 
that “some of the staff currently funded 
through ARP and Esser may be absorbed 
into the general fund or other funding 
sources” in the future.

At the June 14 Committee of the Board 
meeting, Gothard reiterated his frustra-
tion with state lawmakers who had yet 
to decide whether to allocate about $820 
million of the state’s $9.25 billion surplus 
to public education.  

“The proposed bill in the Minnesota 
Senate would have added $18 million to 
the Saint Paul school district’s base bud-
get,” Gothard said. “That would have cov-

ered a portion of our $51.5 million special 
education funding gap. Adding those dol-
lars into our general fund every year would 
have been a historic investment. Our cur-
rent budget shows how we are using limit-
ed-term (Esser II and ARP) funds to pay for 
some of our priorities. A recurring invest-
ment from the state would help sustain 
those efforts after the federal funds expire.”

The district budget for the 2022-23 
school year includes a reduction of about 
$4.5 million for special education due to 
cuts in staffi ng that are a direct result of 
200 fewer students needing special educa-
tion services. 

The budget includes a $400,000 in-
crease for athletics largely to cover a hike 
in transportation costs. It includes an in-
crease of $1.7 million for the nutrition ser-
vices program that will allow 36 district 
schools to provide free lunches for all stu-
dents. It includes a $1.8 million increase 
in employee benefi ts. The district has also 
added about $360,000 to its security bud-
get to hire more school support liaisons.

Saint Paul School Board approves $909 million budget for 2022-23

By Jane McClure

The Saint Paul City Coun-
cil accepted a $36,314 gift 
from the Ramsey Hill As-

sociation on June 22 for the resto-
ration of the “Indian Hunter and 
His Dog” sculpture and fountain 
at Cochran Park on Summit and 
Western avenues. 

The donation exceeds a need-
ed match for a Minnesota His-
torical Society Legacy Grant and 
brings the restoration budget to 
$172,481. The city will use $11,324 
of the funds to complete an eval-
uation of the fountain’s tile and 
basin this summer.  

Alice Messer, design and con-
struction manager for the city’s 
Department of Parks and Recre-
ation, said the fountain’s ceramic 
tiles are failing. “We need to fi nd 
out what’s causing it,” she said.

The project includes the resto-
ration of the iron railing around 
the fountain and sculpture, as 
well as the park’s plumbing and 

electrical systems. Work on the 
fountain and railing is not expect-
ed to be done until next year. 

The Ramsey Hill Association 
(RHA) raised the money to re-
store the fountain and sculpture 

through donations and a Cock-
tails for Cochran event last fall. 
The association has worked with 
the Saint Paul Parks Conservancy 
on fundraising for the project.

The donation was recommend-

ed for approval earlier in June by 
the city’s Capital Improvement 
Budget Committee. Its members  
urged city staff to improve securi-
ty for the fountain and sculpture. 

“Indian Hunter and His Dog” 

was created by noted Saint Paul 
sculptor Paul Manship and in-
stalled at Cochran in 1926. Four 
bronze geese typically shoot wa-
ter into the air around the foun-
tain’s centerpiece.

Last December, one of the geese 
was stolen from the park. Within 
24 hours, a scrapyard worker 
alerted city staff that it had pur-
chased the goose. It was returned 
to parks staff and the other three 
geese were temporarily removed 
for safekeeping.

Years ago, city staff moved the 
original sculpture to Como Park 
due to vandalism. It was replaced 
with a fi berglass replica. In 1996, 
the original sculpture was re-
turned to Cochran and the replica 
was moved to Como in an effort 
led by the RHA.

The sculpture was commis-
sioned nearly a century ago by 
Thomas Cochran Jr. in memory 
of his father. The Cochran family 
had donated the land to the city 
for perpetual use as a park.

Cochran’s fountain, iconic sculpture getting much needed attention

Big drop in enrollment 
will bring about cutting 
of 127 teacher positions

The Ramsey Hill Association is helping pay to restore the fountain and “Indian Hunter and His Dog” sculpture in Cochran Park. 
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By Jane McClure

The owners of apartment buildings 
in Lowertown and Highland Park 
have filed a lawsuit in federal court 

challenging the constitutionality of Saint 
Paul’s new rent control ordinance. The or-
dinance, which was approved by voters in 
a referendum last November, took effect 
on May 1. It caps increases in rent on all 
residential property at 3 percent per year 
unless a property owner can meet specific 
conditions to qualify for an exemption.

The plaintiffs are Woodstone Limited 
Partnership of Bloomington, owner of 
Woodstone Apartments at 2335 Stew-
art Ave.; and Minnetonka-based Lofts at 
Farmers Market LLC, owners of the lofts at 
260 E. Fifth St.

The landlords are claiming lost market 
value as a result of the ordinance. They are 
challenging the law on several grounds. 
Most are based on the U.S. Constitution, 
including the illegal taking of private prop-
erty and the requirement for due process. 
One claim is that the 3 percent cap on an-
nual rent increases does not account for 
inflation. Another is that the city lacks the 
staff to review the appeals submitted by 

landlords seeking an exemption to the cap.
In court documents, the plaintiffs main-

tain that Saint Paul’s rent control ordi-
nance is among the most restrictive in 
the nation. The regulations allow for no 
adjustments for inflation, no exemption 
for new construction and no provision for 
landlords to raise the rent back to market 
value after longtime tenants move out.

The plaintiffs are represented by the 
Minneapolis law firm of Anthony, Ostlund, 
Louwagie, Dressen and Boylan. The at-
torneys maintain in the court documents 
that the construction of new multi-family 
housing in Saint Paul has all but stopped 
since the ordinance was approved by vot-
ers, including the construction of badly 
needed affordable housing. They also claim 
that the property value of rental properties 
has declined since that time.

The lawsuit names the city, Mayor Mel-
vin Carter, the City Council and the direc-
tor of the city’s Department of Safety and 
Inspections as defendants. The city had yet 
to file its response to the lawsuit as this is-
sue of MyVillager went to press. The plain-
tiffs are seeking a jury trial. 

Saint Paul officials are still awaiting the 
formal release of a report from the city’s 
41-member Rent Stabilization Stakehold-
ers Group recommending amendments to 
the rent control ordinance. Under the city 
charter, amendments to ordinances adopt-
ed by referendum may not be made for one 
year following the referendum.

By Jane McClure

The Saint Paul City Council will hold a 
public hearing at 3:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, July 27, on a proposal to elimi-

nate the neighborhood consent require-
ment for certain development projects. The 
Planning Commission voted unanimously 
on June 24 to recommend the change.

The city currently requires two-thirds 
of the property owners within 100 feet of 
a proposed development to sign a consent 
petition before a development can be re-
viewed by the Planning Commission. Ac-
cording to senior city planner Kady Dadlez, 
the petition requirement gives veto power 
to a small number of property owners and 
creates a difficult hurdle for developers 
who may have trouble finding the owners 
of nearby properties.

The consent petition requirement would 
be eliminated for the establishment or 
reestablishment of a legal nonconform-
ing use, the expansion or relocation of a 
nonconforming use, and the use of a non-
conforming commercial parking lot. The 

requirement would also be eliminated for 
two types of conditional use permits. One 
is for a new carriage house, the other for 
the conversion or reuse of a residential 
structure or a church or school with more 
than 9,000 square feet of gross floor area.

Consent petitions would still be required 
for zoning changes and other land-use re-
quests. Anyone seeking Planning Commis-
sion approval for a land-use change would 
also need to meet other technical require-
ments, such as consistency with the city’s 
comprehensive plan.

Two people testified in support of the 
changes at a Planning Commission hear-
ing this spring. The Macalester-Groveland 
Community Council board voted in sup-
port of the change, but it also asked that the 
city give a 30-day notice to district councils 
of any zoning requests so that there is more 
time to engage the neighborhood on the 
proposal. City staff rejected that request 
due to a state law requiring cities to act on 
zoning requests within a specified amount 
of time.

Landlords’ lawsuit claims rent 
control law is unconstitutional

Neighbors’ consent may no longer 
be required for some developments

By Jane McClure

The Saint Paul City Council approved a 
contract with California-based Spin 
on June 22 to provide up to 800 elec-

tric scooters in the city this summer. The 
Spin contract is similar to the one approved 
in early June with Lime, whose green scoot-
ers can already be seen all over the city’s 
streets and parks. 

Both kinds of scooters are accessed with 
smartphones and do not require docks. 
They are collected daily and charged, then 

returned to the streets.
Saint Paul began approving contracts for 

the scooters in late summer 2018. They are 
used widely in the city, and riders are able 
to use a computer app to find out where 
the scooters are parked. An online account 
is required to rent and use the scooters.

Though popular, the scooters have 
drawn some complaints when they are 
left on private property or in the middle of 
sidewalks. They are to be parked on boule-
vards or in parks and are only allowed on 
city streets, bike lanes and bike trails. They 
are not to be used on sidewalks unless the 
rider is entering or exiting the public right-
of-way.

More electric scooters can be taken for a Spin

St. Paul ordinance is 
challenged as illegal 
taking of property

Green scooters that dot city’s 
streets will have competition



PAGE 8 JOIN US AT MYVILLAGER .COM WEDNESDAY, JULY 6, 2022

VIEWPOINT
INBOX

By Beth L. Voigt

I remember the day we lost our vacant lot. It was 
where we played kickball and baseball as kids, 
racing from the first base pine tree to the second 

base divot by the alley to the third base apple tree on 
the edge of our backyard to the home plate patch of 
dirt in front of the lilac bush. Occasionally, on breezy 
summer evenings, Mom and other neighborhood 
moms would gather with babies in their arms to sit 
on the sidelines and cheer us on. 

Our vacant lot was where our neighbor swung his 
golf club and, on one back swing, removed a chunk 
of flesh from above my brother Paul’s left eye. We 
gathered around Paul after it happened, equally 
attracted and sickened by the blood running down 
his face. Dad dashed over to assess the situation and 
rushed him to the hospital for stitches. Once the 
excitement was over, my brother Eric shrugged his 
shoulders and bent down to pick up the large rubber 
ball so we could all begin playing kickball. That’s 
what we did most summer nights in our vacant lot.

It was in our vacant lot that we built giant snow 
towns in the winter, creating snow forts and snow 
walls on the perimeter for our frequent snowball 
fights. Our vacant lot was hallowed ground. It was 
where the neighborhood kids gathered whenever we 
were bored, shooed out of the house by our parents or 
wanted to find a friend in the days before cell phones.

We believed the vacant lot was ours and ours alone, 
especially since Dad had a handshake agreement 
with the vacant lot’s owner to buy it whenever he 
was ready to sell. But that all ended abruptly one 
summer morning when I was jolted awake by a 
lawnmower engine revving up. I peeked out my 
bedroom window to see not Paul—who usually 
mowed the vacant lot in exchange for play space for 
the nine of us kids and our cohorts—but a stranger 
mowing the grass.

I raced downstairs to alert Dad. He calmly put 
down the newspaper he had been reading and 
said, “That’s our new neighbor. He just bought 
the vacant lot.” He sighed heavily, offered me a sad 
smile and walked away. I learned later that a local 
businessman had purchased the lot from the widow 
of the owner. She knew nothing about her husband’s 
verbal agreement with my dad. Not long after, our 
playground of many years was transformed into 
mounds of dirt, which we climbed and dug through 
but with little joy. My younger sister, Myra, took it 
the hardest, sitting forlornly night after night atop 
the biggest mound of dirt until Mom called her in for 
a bath. 

In less than a month, the framework of a house 
took over the space. Though fascinated by the 
construction project, we found little solace in losing 
our neighborhood play space. Eventually, our new 
neighbor put up a fence, cutting off our view of the 
lot as if to send a final message: Kids are not allowed 
to play here anymore.

Disappointments are best learned early in life 
to prepare us for the tougher lessons ahead. We 
bemoaned the loss of our vacant lot, but eventually 
found other things to do. Paul and his friends found 
a large open field to hit golf balls. Myra began riding 
her bike more often. My friends and I walked down 
the block to the recreation center and found other 
friends. And my older siblings ventured forth toward 
other bolder adventures.

Though the bulldozer and the backhoe did away 
with our personal field of dreams, they could 
never dispel our memories of running around the 
misshaped diamond, scuffing our bare legs on pine 
needles and twigs, grabbing a branch of the lilac bush 
and triumphantly proclaiming we were safe at home. 

For us, it would always be our vacant lot.

Beth L. Voigt grew up in Highland Park and is now 
living in Summit Hill.

Vacant lot next door: 
Our neighborhood’s 
own field of dreams

The glory of Summit threatened
The city has decided that Summit Avenue must 

be remodeled to be more multi-modal, essentially 
accommodating more bikes. Saint Paul is about to 
experiment with one of its unique features and conform it 
to the traffic standards of suburban America. Yet none of 
the buildings along Summit conform to regional or national 
standards. They are old buildings, and that is their glory.

Why is Summit Avenue approached as a traffic problem? 
Are the traffic committees of the district councils really 
the correct place for discussion? Discussion should begin 
with protecting a national treasure rather than how can we 
adapt the “national standards” to fit this treasure.

I don’t live on Summit Avenue, but if this experiment 
results in people leaving and home values falling, it will be a 
blow to the entire city.

Donn Waage
Macalester-Groveland

A better place for bike lanes
I did not attend the June 6 virtual meeting at which the 

city of Saint Paul’s plan to create off-road bicycle trails on 
Summit Avenue was discussed. I propose the city consider 
another option: one-way, parking-protected bike lanes. 
Readers may refer to images and descriptions available from 
the National Association of City Transportation Officials. 
In brief, bicycle lanes and parking lanes are flipped, with 
parked vehicles forming a barrier between vehicle traffic on 
the left and bicycle traffic on the right.

I have little knowledge of city planning, but I imagine this 
solution could improve access for cyclists uncomfortable 
with their current proximity to vehicle traffic without 
significantly disrupting either Summit’s tree canopy or 
parking volume. I also imagine this solution to be cheaper 
and simpler than those proposed by the city.

I cycle regularly on Summit and hope its historic charm 
and established tree canopy can be enjoyed by cyclists, 
pedestrians and motorists alike.

Ian Gunsolus
Highland Park

Historical revisionism at Ramsey
It is hard to believe what has happened to the public 

schools in Saint Paul (“Hidden River emerges as preferred 
name for Ramsey Middle School,” MyVillager, June 8). The 
progressives who have taken over the public schools need 
to concentrate on the present and future and quit wasting 
time on historical revisionism. There is no way children can 
understand what it was like in the 1800s, when life was 
brutal and life expectancy was probably about 40 years. 
Look at what the whites did to each other in the Civil War. 
And to have the children choose the new name of the school 
is nuts.

Greg Mulally
Highland Park 

The path to a better city
Regarding “Saint Paul debates plan for adding off-road 

bicycle trails on Summit” (MyVillager, June 22):
I am an enthusiastic bicyclist. During the summer I ride 

about 200 miles a month. My family and I would love to 
support more and better bike routes. But we also need to 
consider the limitations of public revenue and what we 
could build to complement bike paths.

I just walked Grand Avenue from Dale Street to Lexington 
Parkway. I counted 14 empty stores. Grand Avenue is tired 
and not so grand. It is not very aesthetic, with a lack of trees, 
sidewalk plants and the generally poor appearance of the 
housing stock. The argument has been made that Grand 
needs parking. No. What Grand needs is a face lift. How 
does the new bike path improve the health of Grand? For the 
good of the local economy and city, Summit bike resources 
should be considered in conjunction with investments on 
Grand Avenue.

Summit, the whole street, desperately needs resurfacing. 
Proper maintenance is missing. Saint Paul has wealth, 
but that wealth is only sustained and grows if we put first 
things first. If Saint Paul is to create wealth, for individuals 
and the city, we need to do the following:

• Put beauty before everything. If the aesthetics are in 

place, everything good will follow, even better behavior.
• Provide opportunities where all of us have skin in the 

game, helping our neighbors and city become places we can 
be proud to call home.

• Whatever we do as citizens, we ought to do with a deep 
sense of moral responsibility.

The path to a better city is to develop and sustain high-
quality infrastructure—both material, like streets and 
public facilities, and ethical, like high standards of behavior. 
To the degree that city leaders do not address these issues, 
they will continue to waste time and resources on things 
over which they have little control.

Michael Hartoonian
Summit Hill

Pursuing equality in athletics
In a long essay titled, “We can do better than Title IX” 

(Saint Paul Pioneer Press, June 24), writer Lindsay Crouse 
argues for more support of female athletics. She makes a 
number of good points, but also laments that women’s 
sports have only a fraction of the viewership and revenue of 
men’s sports, though men’s sports “are not inherently more 
exciting or fun. The joy or beauty of one sport or another is 
subjective.”

Compare the NBA and the WNBA. The games are 
inherently equally exciting? If sports fans were objective, the 
viewership and revenue of the WNBA would equal that of 
the NBA? Who believes this?

Separate but equal has always been problematic. But 
should the U have one volleyball team open to males and 
females? Swimming, too? Tennis? Women’s athletics are 
important and deserve support, but a college need not have 
a woman’s wrestling team, at least not yet. Nor, probably, a 
women’s football team.

It would be nice if next fall the Big House at Ann Arbor on 
a lovely Saturday were filled with 110,000 fans dressed in 
maize and blue, cheering wildly for the Lady Wolverines as 
they line up across from the Lady Buckeyes. But it’s never 
gonna happen. And the fact it isn’t ever gonna happen is 
nobody’s fault.

T.J. Sexton
Highland Park

Trite excuses on trash
Lamar was our garbage hauler in Roswell, Georgia. He 

was self-employed. He drove the truck, put the garbage in 
the truck. He did his billing himself. He came twice a week 
because heat and humidity can turn garbage rank.

Fast-forward to Saint Paul in 2022. A huge corporation 
like Waste Management does not meet its obligations to 
their paying customers. Is it too much to expect the higher-
ups to throw on their blue jeans and climb behind the 
wheel of their garbage rigs to get the job done and fulfill 
their commitment? Instead, we hear trite excuses and false 
sorrow.

Wherever Lamar is, I hope he is enjoying a well-deserved 
retirement.

Mary Therese Nelson
Highland Park

If you don’t like the trash service…
When I lived in Saint Paul, if you didn’t like your trash 

service, you changed trash companies (“Complaints pile 
up over missed waste collection,” MyVillager, June 22). Oh 
wait. You can’t do that anymore. 

Gary Fischbach
Mendota Heights 

Do write, won’t you?
MyVillager welcomes letters to the editor and longer 

guest editorials. All commentary must be signed, 
indicate the neighborhood in which the writer lives 
and include a phone number for verification purposes. 
Please, send your commentary to MyVillager, 241 S. 
Cleveland Ave., Suite V, Saint Paul, MN 55105, email it to 
letters@myvillager.com or submit it via our website at 
myvillager.com/editorial. The views expressed are not 
the views of MyVillager. 
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By Jane McClure

Construction of a full-size, mul-
tiuse sports fi eld is fi nally ex-
pected to start at Victoria Park 

this fall. The Saint Paul City Council 
approved $229,644 on June 22 toward 
the fi eld project. The city’s Capital Im-
provement Budget Committee (CIB) 
recommended approval of the alloca-
tion earlier in June.

The synthetic turf fi eld will be the 
focal point in the 40-acre park located 
near the intersection of Victoria Way 
and Adrian Street. The fi eld will be 
used for soccer, baseball, softball and 
lacrosse. The project also includes a 
restroom building.

Alice Messer, design and construc-
tion manager for the Saint Paul De-
partment of Parks and Recreation, 
said it is “pretty exciting” to be able to 
get the fi eld project underway. Parks 
staff had hoped to have the fi eld de-
signed and construction started this 
spring, but moved it back to fall.

The $229,644 allocation came from 
the city’s parkland dedication fund. 
Other funding for the $479,644 proj-
ect comes from the Minnesota De-
partment of Natural Resources and a 
fund transfer from the city’s Housing 
and Redevelopment Authority. The 
HRA became involved in the transfer 
of the land to the city from longtime 
owner Exxon/Mobil.

Messer reviewed other possible 
work on the park with CIB Commit-
tee members. Plans being discussed 
this past winter had an estimated cost 
of $1.4 million. Along with the multi-
use fi eld and restrooms, they included 

a picnic shelter, a brick oven, a large 
periscope offering view of the Missis-
sippi River Valley, a water feature and 
a play area.

Committee members questioned 
progress on what would be the city’s 
fi rst universally accessible play area. 
Designs for it were completed in 2016 
and fundraising is still underway. 
Messer said the play area is to be built 

through private fundraising.
Plans for the park also call for a 

storm water feature in conjunction 
with the Capitol Region Watershed 
District. The city has already fi nished 
other Victoria Park improvements, 
including a parking lot, trails, land-
scaping, signage and an extension of 
Stewart Avenue.

Work now set to begin in fall on Victoria Park fi eld

The city of Saint Paul is hoping to fi nally start work on its long-awaited multiuse sports fi eld 
at Victoria Park in the West Seventh neighborhood. The synthetic turf fi eld will be used for 
soccer, baseball, softball and lacrosse.

By Jane McClure

Wacouta Commons Park in downtown Saint Paul 
got a boost on June 22 when the City Council ap-
proved a donation of $148,787 toward the park’s 

play area. It is part of a larger effort to improve the block-long 
park, which stretches from Eighth to Ninth streets and from 
Sibley to Wacouta streets.

The donation was recommended for approval earlier in 
June by the city’s Capital Improvement Budget Commit-
tee. The project is expected to go out for bids this fall. 

The play equipment at Wacouta Park is more than 30 

years old. It is used extensively by neighborhood children 
and a nearby day care center.

The Friends of Wacouta Commons Park is working with 
the city’s Department of Parks and Recreation and the 
Saint Paul Parks Conservancy to raise $700,000 for the 
park. Other improvements being eyed include planting 
trees and installing a splash pad. 

The recent donation was assembled through several 
sources, including a city Sales Tax Revitalization grant 
($25,000) city parkland dedication funds ($57,000), the 
David Washburn Donor Advised Fund ($10,000), the 
Hardenbergh Foundation ($45,000) and individuals.

Council accepts $148K to upgrade Wacouta Park play area

W. SEVENTH ST.

ADRIAN STREET

VICTORIA WAY

MONTREAL WAY
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Reserve your grill pack by 7/28 at:

TheOddCoupleTeam.com/NNO

National Night Out – August 2
Let’s strengthen our communities!

The Odd Couple Team is providing FREE grill packs 
(burgers and hot dogs) for registered block parties in 

St. Paul neighborhoods. 

Reserve by 7/28 for pickup at our office 
(1460 Grand Ave) on 8/2 between 12-5pm.

GRILL PACK
NATIONAL NIGHT OUT

Free

TheOddCoupleTeam.com/NNO

Serving Families For
Over 165 Years

Nokomis Park Chapel
1838 E. Minnehaha Parkway

(612) 721-1651
washburn-mcreavy.com

By Anne Murphy

For two weeks this spring, Merriam 
Park artist Hend Al-Mansour could 
be found at the Target store at 2500 

E. Lake St. in Minneapolis. She was there 
every day, 10 to 12 hours at a time, creating 
a 52-foot-long mural titled “Faces of Min-
neapolis.” The monumental work means a 
great deal to Al-Mansour and, she hopes, to 
others as well. 

“Faces” is one of seven new murals on 
the exterior wall of the Lake Street store, 
each by a local artist whom Target selected 
as part of its rebuilding effort. The store at 
Lake and Hiawatha Avenue was heavily 
damaged in May 2020 in the rioting that 
followed the murder of George Floyd while 
in the custody of Minneapolis police.

“As we rebuilt the store, we asked local 
guests what they would want the art on 
the store to represent,” said Target spokes-
person Shane Kitzman. “They wanted 
art that honors the cultural richness of 
the Lake Street community and conveys 
a sense of unity and positive change. We 
commissioned seven diverse artists with 
ties to the Lake Street community to share 
their artistic interpretations.”

The seven murals are all based on themes 
of a poem written by a Target employee, 
according to Al-Mansour. The themes in-
clude resilience, healing, growth, renewal 
and togetherness. “I was given healing,” 
she said. “(To illustrate that) I thought of 

having five portraits, each of a woman and 
each representing an ethnicity and a career 
or passion that helps in healing.” 

At the center of her mural is a young Af-
rican American woman carrying a smart-
phone, an image inspired by the teenager 
who took the video of Floyd and the police 
on that fateful day. “The woman represents 
the awareness of an educated citizen who 
is watching, documenting everything,” Al-
Mansour said. “Healing begins from that 
and acknowledging the injustice.”

At the far left of the mural is a Native 
American cyclist and environmentalist 
who uses the environment for healing. 
Next to her is a Hmong teacher who is writ-
ing words in chalk that represent justice 
and equity. The mural also depicts a Somali 
American nurse clad in green scrubs and a 
hijab with a stethoscope around her neck 
as well as an Arab American artist. “Artists 
heal us with their art, and she is holding 
paint brushes,” Al-Mansour said.

All five women are situated under arches 
of Islamic design. Within the arches are 
wildflowers native to Minnesota, includ-
ing forget-me-nots, milkweed and a pink 
ladyslipper, the state flower. “They too 
represent the faces of Minnesota,” Al-Man-
sour said.

The design of Al-Mansour’s mural took 
several months to create. She scanned her 
initial sketches into a computer, and then 
refined them digitally. Once printed, the 
images were projected onto the wall at Tar-

get and then painted.
All of the artists were provided exterior 

house paint for their murals. “I had to de-
cide on colors months before the painting 
began,” Al-Mansour said. “That was hard 
because I never decide on colors before I 
begin painting. I try colors to see how they 
look and then decide if I like them. Most of 
(the seven muralists) ended up borrowing 
colors from each other. And we ended up 
mixing colors for skin tones.”

Al-Mansour’s portraits and her geo-
metric designs reflect her Saudi Arabian 
background. While growing up in that 
Middle Eastern country, she learned to 

value strong women. She attended medical 
school and went to work as a cardiologist. 
Granted a fellowship in 1997 at the Mayo 
Clinic in Rochester, she came to Minnesota 
and while here eventually decided to leave 
the medical field and pursue the art career 
she had contemplated growing up.

“I quit medicine, took (art) classes, put 
together a portfolio and applied to the 
Master of Fine Arts program at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota,” she said. “Two years 
later, I had my MFA and was practicing art 
full time. I also met the love of my life, and 
we were married that same year.” 

Al-Mansour’s husband is University of 
Saint Thomas theology professor emeritus 
Dr. David Penchansky.

In 2013 she earned a master’s degree in 
art history at Saint Thomas and has since 
exhibited her screen prints throughout the 
world. 

“I can’t tell you how many people 
stopped while I was painting (my Target 
store mural) to say, ‘Thank you’ or ‘That’s 
me there,’” Al-Mansour said. “It’s such a 
good neighborhood. I think the murals are 
meaningful to the people there.

“The doing of this mural is about jus-
tice,” she said. “My work is always about 
justice and women’s rights and celebrating 
powerful women.”

Merriam Park artist Hend Al-Mansour poses beside one of the images in her mural at the Target store at 
Lake Street and Hiawatha Avenue in South Minneapolis.  PHOTOS BY BRAD STAUFFER

Mending wall
Artist renders images of healing 
on side of store damaged in riots

A shopper and her child stroll past the 52-foot-long mural that Hend Al-Mansour created for the Target store at Lake and Hiawatha in South Minneapolis.
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Call today to make an appointment.

651-228-1006

What Matters Most?

Give your family peace of mind with preplanned 
burial, cremation, or funeral arrangements. No one 
serves St. Paul with more compassion, experience, 
and value than Willwerschied Funeral Home.

Call or visit us online today.

By Jane McClure

Construction of Schoenecker Cen-
ter, the University of Saint Thom-
as’ $100 million STEAM (science, 

technology, engineering, arts and math) 
building, is well underway, with the goal 
of opening in early 2024. The Macalester-
Groveland Community Council’s Housing 
and Land Use Committee heard an update 
on the project from university officials on 
June 22.

The four-story, 130,000-square-foot 
structure going up at 2260 Summit Ave. 
will be faced with Kasota stone in the same 
Collegiate Gothic architectural style as 
other campus buildings. The new center 
will be linked to the school’s Frey Science 
and Engineering Center with a glass-en-
closed connection, and will flank a south 
quad area with terraces, improved bicycle 
parking and other amenities.

“We’ve made quite a bit of progress,” 
said Jim Brummer, UST vice president for 
facilities management. The design-build 
team is led by McGough Construction and 
BWBR and RAMSA architects. 

Construction fences are up, tower cranes 
are in place and excavation work is well 
underway. According to Brummer, no 
surprises were found during excavation. 
“We had no buried treasure and no buried  
bodies,” he said.

Work on the footings and foundation 
will begin this summer, and the building 
will begin taking shape after structural 
steel arrives in September. Construction 
will continue through 2023, and classes are 
expected to start in fall 2024.

Grand Avenue leading into the south 
campus closed in June to allow for tunnel 
connections beneath the campus street 
to the west. Traffic restrictions are also 
in place on southbound Cretin Avenue. 
Brummer said the goal is to restore full ac-
cess by August 15. 

The STEAM building is named after Gary 
and Barbara Schoenecker, who have pro-
vided numerous scholarships and finan-
cial support for physical campus improve-
ments over the years.

Brummer said the intent is to have the 
new building meet LEED (Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design) gold 
standards to save energy, control exte-
rior light pollution, retain rainwater and 
groundwater for irrigation, and encourage 
the use of  bicycles and electric vehicles.

One issue raised on June 22 was the pros-
pect of noise from the building’s mechani-
cal systems. Brummer said UST officials 
are aware of complaints generated by other 
campus structures and are already plan-
ning ways to mitigate noise.

The Schoenecker site has a number of 
old oak trees along Summit, which UST is 
working to preserve. Outside of the build-
ing’s footprint, work was done to save as 
many trees as possible, Brummer said, and 
the trees that had to be cut down will be 
replaced.

Schoenecker Hall is being built on 
the former site of a parking lot and the 
127-year-old Loras Hall, which was torn 
down in 2021. The demolition of Loras was 
controversial since it was designed by ar-
chitect Cass Gilbert, whose extensive work 
includes the state Capitol. Brummer said 
parts of Loras were saved and will be used 
inside Schoenecker in an exhibit that rec-
ognizes the building’s history and Gilbert’s 
contributions. 

UST officials have said the STEAM build-
ing will allow the university to better serve 
existing programs and new areas of study. 
The building will house everything from 
science labs and engineering bays to mu-
sical performance halls and art galleries. 
It will also include Saint Thomas’ Centers 
for Artificial Intelligence, Data Science and 
Water Justice, an emerging media news-
room, and robotics labs.

The Summit Avenue side of the University of Saint Thomas’ new $100 million STEAM building, which 
would be linked to the Frey Science and Engineering Center with a glass enclosure (shown at far left). 

It’s still full STEAM ahead for 
new science building at UST

The rear view of the UST STEAM building looking from a new south quad area that would feature ter-
races, improved bicycle parking and other amenities.

“We’ve made quite a 
bit of progress,” said 

Jim Brummer, UST vice 
president for facilities 

management. 
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Crime Report
The following criminal incidents were com-

piled from Saint Paul and Mendota Heights 
police reports. For car and catalytic converter 
thefts, as well as more crime reports not men-
tioned in this print edition, go to MyVillager.
com.

Highland Park
Robbery—Robberies at gunpoint were 

reported on East Maynard Drive and West 
Seventh Street on June 25, and on the 1300 
block of West Maynard Drive on June 26 
and 28. 

Burglary—A resident found four boys 
in his garage stealing items from his vehi-
cle on June 25 on the 600 block of Mount 
Curve Boulevard.

Theft—Cash and credit cards were re-
ported stolen from a vehicle on the 2000 
block of Hartford Avenue on June 16. The 
cards were later used at Target.

—Thefts from three vehicles were re-
ported at Crosby Farm Park on June 16-17.

Assault—A male said he was punched 
by two suspects on the 2200 block of Ford 
Parkway on June 18.

Weapons—Police responded to a report 
of males with handguns near Benson Av-
enue and Madison Street on June 22. The 
males turned out to be boys playing with 
BB guns. The guns were recovered and the 
boys’ parents were notified.

Miscellaneous—An assault with a gun 
was reported on the 1000 block of Otto Av-
enue on June 17. Police discovered a stolen 
vehicle with altered license plates at the 
same address shortly thereafter and ar-
rested a 35-year-old woman for receiving 
stolen property and drug possession.

—A male pedestrian was taken to the 
hospital for evaluation after being struck 
by a vehicle on Highland Parkway and 
Snelling Avenue on June 20.

—Police were called to assist with a 
woman who would not leave her room 
after checkout time at the Highway Mo-
tel, 2152 W. Seventh St., around 11:32 a.m. 
Tuesday, June 28. Once in the room, the 
woman said she had been sexually assault-
ed and was taken to the hospital.

—Crisp and Green, 2111 Ford Pkwy., was 
reportedly swindled out of cash around 
10:45 p.m. Tuesday, June 28. Police said a 
male suspect called the restaurant posing 
as law enforcement and told the employee 
that she would be arrested for a felony if 
she did not cooperate. The suspect had her 
put cash from the restaurant on MoneyPak 
cards and then give him the card numbers 
so he could collect.

Lexington-Hamline
Robbery—A robbery was reported on 

Lexington Parkway and I-94 on June 19.

Burglary—A 46-year-old man was 
booked for felony burglary at the Midway 
Target on June 24. The man had been ar-
rested for theft numerous times at the store 
and had been banned from the premises.

Theft—An 18-year-old man was 
stopped from trying to steal more than 
$800 in merchandise from the Midway 
Target on June 23.

—A suspect reportedly reached across 
the counter to steal cash and an employee’s 
cellphone at Speedway, 399 N. Lexington 
Pkwy., on June 23.

Assault—A felony assault was reported 
during a road rage incident on Lexington 
Parkway and University Avenue on June 25.

Macalester-Groveland
Burglary—A suspect reportedly entered 

a residence through a porch window and 
stole cash from a wallet on the 1500 block 
of Osceola Avenue on June 26.

—An occupied residence was burglar-
ized on the 1200 block of Goodrich Avenue 
between 4-10:02 a.m. Monday, June 27.

—A suspect reportedly entered through 
an unlocked door and stole a purse and 
Apple watch from a residence on the 1300 
block of Osceola Avenue between 3-7 a.m. 
Monday, June 27.

Theft—A boat and trailer were reported 
stolen on the 1200 block of Osceola Avenue 
on June 19.

—A boy was arrested for tampering with 
a motor vehicle on the 300 block of South 
Hamline Avenue on June 20.

—A woman scared off a catalytic con-
verter thief who was under her car with 
a power tool on the 200 block of South 
Hamline Avenue on June 21. The male sus-
pect fled in a blue/gray SUV with a partial 
Florida license plate and empty bike rack.

—More than $1,000 in items were re-
ported stolen from a vehicle on June 26 
on the 300 block of Woodlawn Avenue. 
A woman said she was walking into her 
garage when a boy ran out of it and into a 
white Kia SUV. Three other boys were in 
the vehicle and were wearing ski masks. 

Sex crime—A male reportedly exposed 
himself to a female who was walking her 
dog near Jefferson and Woodlawn avenues 
on June 17. 

Weapons—Officers were dispatched to 
an apartment on a report of the acciden-
tal discharge of a firearm on June 19 on the 
1200 block of Saint Clair Avenue.

—Gunfire was reported near the in-
tersection of Lexington Parkway and  
Randolph Avenue on June 23.

Mendota Heights
Theft—A victim on the 1000 block of 

Riverside Lane reported being scammed 

out of $9,500 in cash on June 10 after be-
ing contacted by an individual claiming 
to be a grandson and stating he had been  
arrested in Saint Paul. The victim was later 
contacted by an individual claiming to be a 
bail bondsman. An individual then came to 
the house to pick up the payment.

—An enclosed trailer and car were re-
ported stolen on the 2000 block of Enter-
prise Drive on June 11. 

—Several items were reported stolen 
from a vehicle on the 1000 block of Doug-
las Road on June 14.

—A work truck was reported stolen on 
the 1000 block of Highway 13 on June 15. 
The vehicle was tracked via GPS to an ad-
dress in Saint Paul and recovered, but sev-
eral work tools, a credit card and other 
property was stolen.

—Thefts from vehicles were reported on 
the 900 block of Highway 13 on June 18, 
the 1000 block of Northland Drive on June 
19, and the 1000 block of Lilydale Road on 
June 22.

—A male driver was arrested after po-
lice pulled him over on a moving violation 
and found he had a cut-off catalytic con-
verter in his trunk on June 22 on Mendota 
Heights Road and Bridgeview Court. The 
suspect also had an outstanding warrant 
for his arrest.

Assault—An officer was flagged down 
by a woman who said she had been as-
saulted and robbed in Saint Paul and 
walked to the 2000 block of Dodd Road on 
June 14. She was taken to the hospital for 
evaluation.

Merriam Park
Robbery—A man was robbed of his cell-

phone at knifepoint and gunpoint by two 
male suspects on University Avenue and 
Aldine Street on June 19.

—A strong-arm robbery was reported on 
the 2100 block of Marshall Avenue on June 6.

Burglary—A laptop computer, iPad and 
Social Security card were stolen from a 
residence that was broken into on the 100 
block of North Cretin Avenue on June 21.

—Now Bikes & Fitness, 75 N. Snelling 
Ave., was broken into and several items 
were reported stolen on June 24.

—A residence was burglarized and a ve-
hicle reported stolen on the 2000 block of 
Selby Avenue between June 22-26.

Snelling-Hamline
Theft—A 17-year-old boy was arrested 

for driving a stolen vehicle, fleeing police 
and criminal damage to property on June 
26 at the Holiday Station, 1345 Marshall 
Ave. He reportedly was seen going through 
the station’s car wash in the stolen vehicle. 
When officers tried to stop him, he fled 

from the car wash, drove into a retaining 
wall, tried to run, but was caught.

Summit Hill
Burglary—A residential burglary was 

reported on the 1100 block of Grand Av-
enue on June 17.

—An apartment burglary was reported on 
the 500 block of Lincoln Avenue on June 18.

—A home was broken into and a vehicle 
was reported stolen on the 200 block of 
South Lexington Parkway on June 18.

Weapons—A total of nine shell casings 
from two different caliber weapons were 
found after police responded to reports of 
gunfire on Grand Avenue and Avon Street 
on June 18.

—Three gunshots were heard near the 
intersection of Grand and Lincoln avenues 
on June 26.

Summit-University
Robbery—A strong-arm robbery was 

reported on the 600 block of Dayton Av-
enue on June 21.

Burglary—A purse was reported stolen 
from an occupied home on the 800 block 
of Holly Avenue on June 11. Police said the 
suspect later used a stolen debit card at 
Walgreens.

Weapons—Officers discovered evidence 
after responding to a report of gunfire on 
the 800 block of Carroll Avenue on June 23.

West End
Robbery—A strong-arm robbery was 

reported on the 800 block of Jefferson Av-
enue on June 19-20.

Theft—A motorcycle was reported sto-
len on the 900 block of West Seventh Street 
between  June 17-21.

—A trailer was reported stolen from a 
residence on the 300 block of Daly Street 
on June 26-27.

Sex crime—A 39-year-old man was ar-
rested for indecent exposure and giving 
false information to police after several 
people reported seeing him flash his bot-
tom in public on West Seventh Street on 
June 16.

Weapons—A house window was struck 
by possible gunshots on the 900 block of 
Tuscarora Avenue on June 20.

Miscellaneous—A 29-year-old man was 
cited for criminal damage to property after 
he was reportedly seen damaging flowers 
at the Irvine Park fountain on June 22.

—A 20-year-old woman was arrested 
for underage DWI after she was caught 
driving without her headlights on and 
crashed into a motorcycle on Smith Avenue 
and West Seventh Street on June 23.

—Felony damage was reported at Speed-
way, 1125 W. Seventh St., on June 24.

Sisters Catherine Mary Rosengren, Katherine Rossini 
and Jill Underdahl have been appointed as the new lead-
ership team for the Saint Paul Province of the Sisters of 
Saint Joseph of Carondelet (CSJ). Their five-year term be-
gan on July 1. Rosengren worked in the province’s finance 
office and the finance department of the former Saint 
Joseph’s Hospital for many years. She has also served as 
province treasurer. Rossini, who was a member of  the CSJ 
leadership team from 2009-17, was heavily involved in the 
creation of Carondelet Village. She served as an educator 
and administrator in schools throughout the Twin Cities. 
She also oversaw the merger of Christ the King and Saint 
Thomas the Apostle schools in Minneapolis and served 
as principal of the new Carondelet Catholic School for 
15 years. Underdahl has worked for nearly 30 years with 
young adults in spirituality, vocational discernment and 
social justice. She taught junior and senior high school 
English at Visitation and Hill-Murray and served as Catho-
lic chaplain at Macalester College. 

Maria Mitchell was appointed by the governor on May 4 
as district court judge in Minnesota’s Second Judicial Dis-
trict. She succeeds the Honorable Robert A. Awsumb and 
will be chambered in Saint Paul. Mitchell has been an as-
sistant county attorney in Ramsey County, where she has 

served as the director of the Youth Justice and Wellness Di-
vision. Mitchell is on the board of Women’s Advocates in 
Saint Paul and previously served as a trustee for the Shel-
tering Arms Foundation and as president of the Minnesota 
Association of Black Lawyers. 

Elsa Mechelke, a junior 
at Highland Park High 
School, placed third in 
U.S. Representative Betty 
McCollum’s 2022 Con-
gressional Art Competi-
tion. Her painting, “San 
Juan Islands,” will be 
displayed in McCollum’s 
Fourth District office in 
Saint Paul.  Forty-four 
Minnesota students en-
tered the competition.

Names in the News

The new leadership team for the Sisters of Saint Joseph of Caronde-
let includes (from left) Sisters Catherine Mary Rosengren, Katherine 
Rossini and Jill Underdahl.

Congresswoman Betty McCollum 
with Elsa Mechelke and her paint-
ing, “San Juan Islands.”
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Highland Tower Open House

9 am – 5 pm 
Saturday & Sunday
July 16 & 17
Stunning
360-degree view
Free Admission

Clarence W. “Cap” Wigington
tower blueprints on display

Clarence W. “Cap” Wigington
tower blueprints on display

Clarence W. “Cap” Wigington
tower blueprints on display

SPRWS staff on hand to 
answer questions.
For more information, 
Call 651-266-6350.

Register Today

5-DAY INTENSIVE
Learn more:

walkerwest.org/camp

SUMMER 
JAZZ VIOLIN 
WORKSHOP
AUGUST 8 – 12, 2022

GRADES 5-12

Equal Housing Opportunity.
OWNED BY: J. A. Wedum Foundation    
MANAGED BY: PHS Management, LLC

900 Old Lexington Avenue
Saint Paul, MN 55116
LexingtonLanding.org

No more ladders. 
Now that’s inner peace.

Choose maintenance-free, carefree 
senior living in Highland Park.senior living in Highland Park.

Senior Apartments    |    Assisted Living    |    Memory Care

Now that’s 
Choose maintenance-free, carefree 

Now reserving! New senior apartments opening 2023. 
Call 651.695.6430

By Anne Murphy

Jesus Christ Superstar didn’t 
have a prayer when it was 
first shopped around by 

              composer Andrew Lloyd 
Webber and lyricist Tim Rice. 
Unable to find financial backing 
for a stage production, they 
released it as an album in 1970. 
The album’s success led to the 
show’s Broadway debut the 
following year. Since then, the 
rock opera has become one of the 
most produced musicals of all 
time. Theatre 55 will mount its 
own production from July 15-24 
in the amphitheater of Eagan’s 
Caponi Art Park. 

“Like most things that end 
up being great, people said Jesus 
Christ Superstar would never 
work,” said Theatre 55 artistic 
director Richard Hitchler. He 
is confident that Theatre 55’s 
production will be phenomenal.

“Jesus Christ Superstar is 
relevant again,” Hitchler said. 
“It has really never not been 
relevant. But now we see 
protests, we see people claiming 
to be perhaps higher in stature 
than they truly are. That’s what 
was happening in the early 1970s. 
The country was having a tough 
time then, and we’re having a 
tough time now.”

A resident of Summit Hill, 
Hitchler founded Theatre 55 
three years ago as a company for 
actors and stagehands age 55 
and older. “From the standpoint 
of seniors, our society is looping 
back again,” he said. “We’ve been 
through this before, and we can 
share what we know on stage. 
When you’ve lived it, you can 
bring that part of yourself to the 

role and to the production. Jesus 
Christ Superstar was the first real 
rock opera. The show is wall-to-
wall music, and the music is so 
good.” 

Theatre’s 55 production will 
be presented concert-style 
with standing microphones. 
That’s not to say there won’t 
be movement. “There’s a lot of 
choreography,” Hitchler said, 
“and a lot of the dancing has a 
kind of Motown feel to it.” 

For this production, Hitchler 
brought in musical director 
Raymond Berg. The two knew 
each other from Steppingstone 
Theatre where Hitchler served as 
artistic director for many years.

Berg welcomed the 
opportunity. “No matter what 
the show, there are always 
new ways to approach it, to 
discover and bring out a fresh 
perspective,” he said. “In the 
case of Superstar, I’d say it’s aged 
quite well. We hope to bring 

this great musical score to a new 
generation of young people, and 
give it a fresh treatment for those 
who grew up with it.

“We’ve had fun adapting the 
score to include many more parts 
for women,” Berg said. “It’s been 
great to let go of the traditional 
casting assumptions—for 
instance, that the disciples 
have to be all men. In this way, 
we’re helping to update the 
conventions of musical theater, 
moving toward a more diverse 
and inclusive future.”

In Theater 55’s production, 

some roles are sung by more 
than one person in order to 
make the most of the actors’ 
talents. Among those happy to 
have several roles is Macalester-
Groveland resident Lisa Ramos, 
who alternately plays Mary, 
another follower of Jesus and 
other parts.

Ramos is primarily an opera 
performer. “I’ve become a 
better classical singer through 
my roles with Theatre 55,” she 
said. “Performing with the 
group has exceeded anything I 
expected, and those expectations 
were high. The energy here is 
a celebration of life. We bring 
audiences in and take them on an 
amazing journey.” 

“Jesus Christ Superstar happens 
to be my favorite musical of 
all time,” said Summit Hill 
resident Gary David Keast, 
who plays Judas. “The musical 
style is something most people 
can relate to, and most people 

have been exposed to the story, 
whether they’re Christian or not.

“We’re very fortunate 
that Richard has created this 
company,” Keast said. “It gives 
us a sense of community and 
allows us to perform in roles that 
weren’t written for actors of our 
age. We all have an opportunity 
to be in shows that we may not 
have had the chance to do when 
we were younger.”

Brian Driscoll plays the roles of 
Pontius Pilate and a member of 
the mob. A Frogtown resident, he 
made his Theatre 55 debut in last 
winter’s The Rocky Horror Show. 
“I expected Rocky Horror to be a 
one-and-done experience,” he 
said. “But then I found out the 
next production was going to be 
Jesus Christ Superstar. And now 
my fortune continues. My family 
played that album more than any 
other in the early 1970s. It’s also 
how I learned to play some nasty 
air guitar.

“I graduated from Saint Paul 
Central High School in 1981,” 
Driscoll said. “While there I 
performed in the annual musical 
theater productions. Now I’m 
proud to be continuing a family 
legacy of performance. My 
grandparents, father and his 
siblings performed back in the 
1950s at Theater Saint Paul, and 
my sister performed in Hair, the 
first Theatre 55 production.”

Jesus Christ Superstar will be 
performed at 7 p.m. Fridays and 
Saturdays and 5 p.m. Sundays, 
July 15-24, in the Amphitheater 
at Caponi Art Park, 1220 Diffley 
Road in Eagan. Tickets are $15 
each, or $30 for a group of three 
to six patrons who arrive in the 
same car. Visit theatre55.org.

Upon this rock opera
Theater reaches back to ’70s for restaging of ‘Superstar’

Theater 55’s cast rehearses a scene from Jesus Christ Superstar in the amphitheater of Caponi Art Park in Eagan. 

“In the case of 
‘Superstar,’ I’d say 
it’s aged quite well. 

We hope to bring this 
great musical score to 
a new generation of 

young people.”

Comment on stories @ 
MyVillager.com
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https://athletics.macalester.edu/sports/womens-soccer

651-340-2452    SkylineCleaners.net

20%OFF
Drycleaning

   Some exclusions, expires 7/31/22. 
               Your Green Cleaner!

“Behind” Highland Village
facing Hillcrest Ave.

Drycleaning

We’re
Open!

Mon-Fri 7am-7pm
Sat 9-4pm

EXCELLENT  COMPASSIONATE CARE
Wellness Care • Surgery
Acupuncture • Dentistry 

Internal Medicine • Laser Therapy

1140 Grand Ave, St. Paul 55105    651-224-3038
www.grandavevet.com

Dr. Amber Krahmer   Dr. Heather Taylor
Dr. Jen Seidl   Dr. Luke Daley   Dr. Amanda Solie

Theater
Opera Under the Stars will be performed 
by soprano Carole Schultz, pianist Eliz
a beth Chua and guests in Minneapolis 
parks. Bring lawn chairs or blankets, a 
picnic supper and enjoy the shows at 6:30 
p.m. Saturday, July 23, at Pershing Park 
(rain date 5 p.m. Sunday July 24) and at 7 
p.m. Monday, August 1, at Mill Ruins Park. 
Visit overdressedduo.com.

Who’s the real Sherlock Holmes and who 
are the imposters? That is the mystery to 
unravel in Jeffrey Hatcher’s Holmes and 
Watson, playing July 15August 21 on the 
proscenium stage at Park Square Theatre, 
20 W. Seventh Place. The drama opens 
when Dr. Watson receives a telegram from 
a mental asylum where three patients are 
all claiming to be the intrepid Holmes. 
Bruce Roach, Pearce Bunting, Paul de 
Cordova and Peter Simmons star. Michael 
Evan Haney directs. Show times are 7:30 
p.m. Thursdays through Saturdays and 
2 p.m. Sundays. For tickets, call 651291
7005 or visit parksquaretheatre.org.

Music
Bands on the Bluff, live music on the 
Klas Overlook at Historic Fort Snelling, is 
being offered on the second Friday of each 
month. The series will continue with the 
heartpounding rhythms of TaikoArts 
Midwest from 78 p.m. July 8. Admission 
is free. Bring lawn chairs or blankets. 
Refreshments will be available. Parking 
costs $6. No alcohol or pets are allowed. 
Call 6127261171.

The music of bebop masters Charlie 
Parker and Dizzie Gillespie will be per
formed by Ramsey Hill drummer Peter 
Kogan and his quintet from 810 p.m. 
Saturday, July 9, at Jazz Central Studios, 
407 Central Ave. SE in Minneapolis. 
Joining Kogan will be Mitch Van Laar on 
trumpet; Peter Goggin, sax; Will Kjeer, 
piano; and Graydon Peterson, bass. The 
concert will also be livestreamed. For 
tickets, visit jazzcentralstudios.org.

The free concert series Bands on the 
Boulevard is being presented from 5:458 
p.m. on Tuesdays in July outside of the 
Minnesota History Center, 345 W. Kellogg 
Pkwy. Enjoy live music, dancing, lawn 
games and children’s activ ities. The 
schedule includes the Roe Family Singers 

on July 12; hip hop artist NurD, July 19; 
and Mariachi Mi Tierra, July 26. Bring your 
own lawn chairs or blankets. No pets are 
allowed. Food trucks and a cash bar will 
be available. 

Free lunchtime concerts are presented 
at noon on Wednesdays in the cortile of 
Landmark Center. The hourlong show 
will feature Amanda Grace on July 13 
and Trio Bossa Nova on July 27. Visit 
landmarkcenter.org.

Music in the Parks, free con certs in 
Mendota Heights, will continue with Up 
South from 67:30 p.m. Wednesday, July 
13, in Market Square Park; and Sons of 
Groove from 6:308 p.m. Wednesday, July 
27, in Mendakota Park. 

Books
SubText Books, 6 W. Fifth St., will host 
free readings and discussions with 
authors Jhani Randhawa and the poet’s 
debut collection, Time Regime, at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, July 7; and Caryn Rose and 
her book, Why Patti Smith Matters, about 
the iconic rock singer and poet, at 7 p.m. 
Saturday, July 9. Admis sion is free. Call 
6514932791 or visit subtextbooks.com.

Next Chapter Booksellers, 38 S. Snelling 
Ave., will host a conversation between 

authors Katrina 
Monroe and John 
Shive ley about 
Monroe’s new novel, 
They Drown Our 
Daughters, at 6 p.m. 
Tues day, July 12. Call 
6512258989 or visit 
nextchapterbook 
sellers.com.

Film
Drive-in movies are 
being shown at dusk 
on select Fridays in 
Union Depot’s Lot D, 
392 E. Kellogg Blvd. 
The schedule includes 
Indiana Jones: Raiders 
of the Lost Ark at 9:30 
p.m. July 8. Audio 
for the movies will 
be streamed over 
a radio channel. 
Refreshments will be 
available. Contests, 

quizzes and prizes will be part of the 
fun. Tickets are $15 per vehicle. Visit 
uniondepot.org.

Nothing Compares, director Kathryn 
Ferguson’s documentary about Irish 
singer Sinead O’Connor’s moment 
of skyrocketing fame and swift fall 
from grace, will be screened at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, July 13, at Trylon Cinema, 
2820 E. 33rd St. in Minneapolis. Tickets 
are $12. Visit soundunseen.com.

Dance
Collide Theatrical Dance Company will 
reprise its hit show Class of ’85 in four per
form ances from July 2124. The production 
celebrates inclusion and acceptance while 
exploring the stereotypes so prevalent 
in high school. Show times are 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday through Saturday and 2 p.m. 
Sunday at the Gremlin Theatre, 550 N. 
Vandalia St. Tickets are $25$55. Call 651
3957903 or visit collidetheatrical.org.

The Guild of Middle Eastern Dance will 
perform more than a dozen different 
dances from the region on Saturday, July 
23, as part of its 16th annual fundraiser 
for Women’s Advocates. Located on the 
eastern end of Grand Avenue, Women’s 

Advocates provides emergency shelter 
and support services for women who are 
threatened by domestic violence. The 
program will begin at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Elision Playhouse Theater, 6105 N. 42nd 
Ave. in Crystal. For tickets, visit eventbrite.
com/e/aguildsummerextravaganza
tickets342415543107. 

Exhibits
The history of plastic and its beauty and 
diversity as a design material are explored 
in “Plastic Rapt: A History of Designing 
Forever,” on view through September 25 
in the University of Minnesota’s Goldstein 
Gallery on the second floor of McNeal Hall, 
1985 Buford Ave. It includes objects made 
from celluloid, the earliest semisynthetic 
plastic, includ ing decorative combs and 
fans imitat ing tortoise shell, amber and 
ivory, as well as Bake lite, the first true 
synthetic plastic, which was used to make 
jewelry, toys and radios. Admission to the 
Goldstein is free. For more information, 
call 6126247434. 

Walking tours of the historic areas in and 
around downtown Saint Paul are offered 
at 10 a.m. Wednesdays. Led by Landmark 
Center volunteers, the tours are free with 
preregistration. The sche dule includes 
It Happened Right Here: Saint Paul’s 
Origins Tour beginning at the Robert 
Street entrance to Kellogg Park on July 6 
and the first Wed nesday of each month; 
the Rice Park Tour beginning at Landmark 
Center on July 13 and the second Wed
nes day of each month; and the Great 
River Tour beginning at Upper Landing 
Park on July 20 and the third Wednesday 
of each month. The Rice Park and Great 
River tours are also available virtually. For 
reservations, visit landmarkcenter.org or 
call Sydney at 6512923063. 

Ninety fine artists and craftspeople from 
the Upper Midwest will display their 
works for show and sale from 10 a.m.5 
p.m. Saturday, July 9, on the grounds of 
Saint Catherine University at Cleveland 
and Randolph avenues. The juried Art at 
Saint Kate’s fair is produced by Artists’ 
Circle and the Minnesota Textile Center. 
It will include painting, photography, 
printmaking, sculpture and jewelry as 
well as works in clay, fiber, glass, leather, 
metal, paper, wood and mixed media. Live 
music and refreshments will be available. 
Visit artistscircle.org.

TUESDAY/JULY 12
THE FABULOUS FRIENDS CLUB is partnering with the 
Jewish Community Center to distribute fresh produce 
free of charge to local residents from noon1 p.m. in the 
parking lot at Davern Street and Saint Paul Avenue. The 
produce will be available at the same time on July 26 
and the second and fourth Tuesdays of every month 
through September.

THE SAINT PAUL HIKING CLUB will gather for a three
mile hike beginning at 7 p.m. in the parking lot of Bakers 
Square, 2239 Ford Pkwy. The hike will follow Mississippi 
River Boulevard and include views of the ongoing High

land Bridge development. New members are welcome. 
Call Sharon at 6512075926.

WEDNESDAY/JULY 20
WORLD WITHOUT GENOCIDE will host a webinar 
from 79 p.m. on “Preventing and Prosecuting Genocide, 
War Crimes and Crimes Against Humanity.” The cost is 
$10, $5 for students and seniors. To register, visit world
withoutgenocide.org by 6 p.m.

THURSDAY/JULY 21
ICE CREAM AND PIE will be served up this evening 
by the women of Fairmount Avenue United Methodist 
Church. The social will be held from 5:307 p.m. on the 
church lawn at 1523 Fairmount Ave. The cost is $2 for 
an ice cream cone, $5 for ice cream with pie. Proceeds 
go to Emma Norton’s new Restoring Waters building at 
Highland Bridge.

SUNDAY/JULY 24
THE LEXINGTON-HAMLINE Commu nity Council will 
serve up its 50th Ice Cream Social from 13 p.m. in the 
tot lot at Hague and Hamline avenues.

KIOSK

Dial M for Musical.  Jen Maren stars as Marjorie Caldwell, the 
would-be heiress caught up in the killing of Elizabeth Congdon and her 
night nurse in Glensheen. Chan Poling and Jeffrey Hatcher’s dark musi-
cal about the 1977 murders in Duluth will return to the Minnesota History 
Theatre from July 9-24. The cast includes Dane Stauffer, Gary Briggle, Suzie 
Juul, Wendy Lehr, Randy Schmeling and Sandra Struthers. Show times are 
7:30 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays, 2 p.m. Sundays and 1 and 7:30 p.m. Thurs-
days on the stage at 30 E. 10th St. Tickets are $15-$70. Call 651-292-4323 or 
visit historytheatre.com.  PHOTO BY SCOTT PAKUDAITIS
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Bob Ryan book is a 
great summer read

One of the beauties of baseball is that in a season 
of 162 games (or more), you’re likely to see some 
noteworthy, or at least unusual, events unfold, 

though sometimes the uniqueness of the event isn’t 
apparent until later.  

Perhaps you were among the 23,492 fans at the 
Metrodome on the night of August 10, 1994. That was 
a freewheeling affair in which the Minnesota Twins 
battered five Boston Red Sox pitchers for 18 hits en route 
to a 17-7 win. Kirby Puckett had himself quite the night. 
He hit two homers, walked three times and tied his career 
high with seven RBI. 

For stat geeks, however, the most notable moment may 
have come in the eight-run seventh inning when Kent 
Hrbek legged out an infield single to second base. That 
was rare enough for the lumbering Hrbek, but this one 
turned out to be the big guy’s 1,749th—and last—career 
hit. Major League Baseball went out on strike the next 
day and the rest of the season was eventually cancelled. 
That winter, Hrbek decided to hang up his cleats with a 
lifetime batting average of .282, 293 career home runs 
and memories galore of several plays as a first baseman, 
including his lifting of Ron Gant off the bag for an out in 
Game 2 of the 1991 World Series. 

How about the June 5, 1973, game between the New 
York Mets and Cincinnati Reds at Riverfront Stadium? 
A first look at the box score indicated it was a thriller in 
which the Mets broke a 2-2 tie with three runs in the 10th, 
two of which came on a triple by Duffy Dyer, a lifetime 
.223 hitter who hit just 11 of them in nearly 2,000 MLB 
at-bats.  

The Mets entrusted the lead to their top reliever, Tug 
McGraw, who had 25 saves that season. This wasn’t one 
of them. In a performance that might remind Twins’ fans 
of Minnesota’s recent relief efforts, McGraw faced three 
batters, walked two, allowed a hit and threw a pair of 
wild pitches. A 5-2 game was now 5-3 with two runners 
on base and no outs. McGraw exited and Phil Hennigan, a 
foot soldier with a 6.23 ERA, entered. Hennigan threw one 
pitch to Johnny Bench, who promptly planted the ball in 
the right field seats for a 6-5 Cincinnati victory.  

However, the most noteworthy event of the night may 
have occurred in the third inning when Willie Mays, then 
42, stole second base. It was the 338th steal in his 22-year 
Hall of Fame career—and his last. And he got it off Bench, 
26, a catcher with a powerful arm who nailed would-be 
base stealers at a 50 percent rate.  

Bob Ryan, a superb sportswriter for the Boston Globe 
and a commentator for ESPN for four decades, wasn’t 
at the Hrbek or Mays games, but he was at thousands of 
others, both professional and collegiate. He kept them 
all in scorebooks totaling more than 1,500 games and 
has turned roughly 150 of them into a splendid book, In 
Scoring Position: 40 Years of a Baseball Love Affair (Triumph 
Books, May 2022). Ryan teamed up with renowned 
baseball researcher and historian Bill Chuck, who offered 
several impressive anecdotes. (Example: Baltimore’s 
Brooks Robinson helped turn three triple plays, but hit 
into an MLB-record four of them.) 

It’s a great book for leisurely summer reading up at the 
cabin or while listening to a Twins game on the radio. 

Understandably, Ryan covers more Red Sox games than 
any other team, but there are plenty of stories to interest 
local baseball fans, including six Twins games, two of 
which were won by Minnesota.

Ryan scoured his scorebooks looking for games that 
had great stories to tell. “It didn’t matter to me if the 
Red Sox won or not,” he said. “The beauty of baseball is 
its unpredictability. I wanted games that had twists to 
them.”  

Although they’ve been playing in different divisions 

The Wright Call
By Dave Wright

By Bill Wagner

Martha Johnson wants ev-
erybody who comes to the 
Highland Park Aquatic 

Center Gala later this month to en-
joy themselves. But she also wants 
to spread the word that the cause be-
hind the fundraiser is serious: to sup-
port swimming lessons for children 
at all of the city’s pools and to prevent 
drowning.

Johnson, a swimming instructor 
at the pool and a retired Saint Paul 
schoolteacher, is organizing the gala 
from 6-9 p.m. Thursday, July 14, on 
behalf of Friends of Saint Paul Aquat-
ics. The gala will feature swimming, 
dance lessons, dancing, water aero-
bics, music, snacks and refreshments. 

Beyond the merriment, however, 
is the message that too many young-
sters have lost their lives from drown-
ing, Johnson said. She was especially 
moved after two young boys drowned 
while playing in the Mississippi River 
at Hidden Falls Regional Park over the 
last two summers. 

“That really broke my heart,” said 
Johnson, a Highland Park resident. 
“That’s just not OK. I believe that all 
drowning accidents are preventable. 
We need to do better as a commu-
nity.”

Johnson said the goal of the gala is 
to establish a scholarship fund to in-
crease the availability of swimming 
lessons, particularly for low-income 
youths and people of color, and to ul-
timately prevent drowning incidents. 
The press release announcing the gala 
states that in Minnesota’s Land of 
10,000 Lakes, being able to swim isn’t 
just nice, it’s necessary. 

“Many people of color, as well as 
low-income families, face barriers 
to swimming lessons,” the release 
stated. “This creates disparities not 
only in access to water-based ac-

tivities, but also increases the risk of  
drowning. 

“Drowning is the second lead-
ing cause of unintentional death in 
youths, with children ages 1-4 being 
the most vulnerable. Drowning also 
disproportionately affects people of 
color. In swimming pools, African 
American children ages 10-14 drown 
at rates 7.6 times higher than white 
children.”

Friends of Saint Paul Aquatics is 
putting on the gala in partnership 
with Abbey’s Hope. The nonprofit 
charitable foundation is named for 
Abbey Taylor, age 6, who was severely 
injured in 2007 by a faulty drain in a 
wading pool and died nine months 
later after multiple surgeries. 

Tickets for the Highland gala can 
be purchased in a variety of ways, 
including through Abbey’s Hope. 
Johnson said the city of Saint Paul has 
agreed to pay for lifeguards and other 
staff for the event.

Johnson, who was born in Iowa and 

came to Saint Paul to attend 
Macalester College, knows 
that some parents may not 
be as supportive of swim-
ming or have the resources to 
pay for lessons. She recalled 
when she was young and first 
took swimming lessons. 

“I remember my Dad 
grumbling about it,” she said, 
“but my Mom saying, ‘Oh, 
no, she needs to learn how to 
swim.’”

While fear of the water is 
an impediment to learning 
how to swim, Johnson be-
lieves that dread is conquer-
able. “I have (youngsters) 
who are afraid to get their 
faces in the water,” she said, 
“but it’s not a big deal.”

As an instructor at the 
Highland pool, Johnson said 
she has “a ready group of vol-

unteers and crew” to help pull off the 
gala. That includes everything from 
putting up fliers to soliciting support 
from local businesses.

The fundraiser also dovetails with a 
grant from the Metropolitan Council 
to Saint Paul designed to raise aware-
ness of swimming safety. 

So how many attendees is she ex-
pecting to draw to the gala? “If we 
got 700 people in the pool (the pool 
capacity is 767), that would be great,” 
she said, “but I’d be happy if we got 
300.”

The gala will take place rain or 
shine at the Highland Park Aquatic 
Center, 1840 Edgcumbe Road. In case 
of lightning, it will be rescheduled for 
Friday, July 15. 

Admission is $25 per person or 
$100 per family and is tax-deductible. 
Tickets may be purchased at the pool 
or in advance by visiting tinyurl.com/
HighlandPoolGala or abbeyshope.
org/donate.

Instructor Sam Humes oversees a rambunctious Sunfish Class of kids ages 4-7 at the Highland Park Aquatic Center on June 28. A gala will be 
held at the center from 6-9 p.m. Thursday, July 14, to raise money for a scholarship fund that will make swimming lessons more available to 
Saint Paul children and ultimately prevent drowning incidents.  PHOTOS BY BRAD STAUFFER

Everyone into the pool
Highland gala supports teaching more kids to swim

Katy Steinbach balances daughter Ren, 13 months, on 
the Highland Park Aquatic Center deck during a Fin 
Buddies swimming class on June 28. 

WRIGHT CALL  c16
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anderson realty

MIKE SMITH | BROKER
Old Home Aficionado

651.324.6211
mikesmithrealty@gmail.com
andersonrealtymn.com

Selling real estate is not just a 
job or transaction for me—it’s 

about finding the next steward of 
your home. It’d be an honor to help 

you with your next move.

Selling real estate is not just a 
job or transaction for me—it’s 

about finding the next steward of 
your home. It’d be an honor to help 

you with your next move.
Old homes! old hearts! Upon my soul forever

Their peace and gladness lie like tears and laughter;
Like love they touch me, through the years that sever,

With simple faith; like friendship, draw me after
The dreamy patience that is theirs forever. 

Madison Julius Cawein

for 54 years, the fates of the Red Sox and Twins were 
frequently intertwined. It goes back to 1967 when 
Boston frustrated the Twins twice on the last weekend 
of the season to win the American League pennant. The 
two teams are now spring training neighbors who get 
together several times in March for games in Fort Myers, 
Florida.  

Ryan became a member of the Baseball Writers 
Association of America in 1977. As a member, he received a 
scorebook that he packed whenever he traveled for work 
or play. “It was the odd thing I looked for,” Ryan said in 
describing what he chose to highlight in the book.

The Twins are the third and fourth entries in In Scoring 
Position. The first mention was on May 25, 1977, which 
was an oddity in the team’s history. The Twins were 
slated to play a rare evening doubleheader at Fenway 
Park. In the opener, Minnesota won 13-5, rapping out 
24 hits, including five by Rod Carew. As Ryan points out, 
that was one of just five times in the history of the MLB 
that a team only scored 13 runs on 24 hits. (The Twins left 
13 runners on base.) The starting pitchers offered more 
weirdness. Dave Goltz went 5.1 innings and got the win, 
while Bob Stanley lasted 5.2 innings and took the loss.  

It didn’t go as well for the Twins 10 days later at home 
against Boston. Bill Lee pitched a 5-2, complete-game 

win at Met Stadium using a mere 78 pitches. Nowadays, 
someone throwing 78 pitches in, say, five innings is close 
to the end of his rope. The other notable moment in that 
game came in the eighth inning when Danny Ford hit a 
ball over the fence in center field only to see Fred Lynn 
climb an invisible ladder and bring it back for an out. 
“That’s still one of the best catches I’ve ever seen,” Ryan 
said. 

The book includes stories about David Ortiz, who left 

Minnesota for eventual Hall of Fame greatness in Boston. 
While still a Twin in 2000, Ortiz managed the unusual 
feat of having no official at-bats, but recording three RBI. 
Boston won that game 11-8. 

Bobby Kielty belted 12 homers as a Twin in 2002, but 
got in the book for what happened in the eighth inning 
of Game 4 of the 2007 World Series at Colorado when he 
was playing for Boston. Kielty, a pinch-hitter, hit a home 
run to push the Red Sox lead to 4-1. The Rockies rallied for 
a pair in the bottom of the frame, but the game ended 4-3. 
Thus, Kielty’s home run in his only World Series at-bat 
was the game winner. He never played in another MLB 
game.  

Then there’s Baltimore pitcher Eric Dubose. With the 
bases loaded and two outs, he snared a one-hopper back 
to him and ran across home plate for the third out. The 
force-out at home by a pitcher was rare indeed. 

Ryan is a prolific writer. “I’ve written 15 books, but this 
was the easiest one to do because the stories flowed,” he 
said. He’s semi-retired now, but still writes columns for 
the Globe and keeps score every time he’s at a ballpark. 

“I was just at Fenway the other day,” Ryan said, a 6-3 
Boston win over Saint Louis. “Bill (Chuck) says I have 
enough great stories for another book.” 

Dave Wright can be reached at dwright53@msn.com.

15b WRIGHT CALL

Listening sessions will be held this month by Ramsey 
County Parks and Recreation regarding plans for facil-
ity and programming improvements at the Aldrich and 
Charles M. Schulz-Highland arenas. The 6 p.m. sessions 
will be held on Thursday, July 7, at Aldrich and on Tuesday, 
July 12 at Highland. Tours of the facilities will be provided 
prior to the sessions. An online survey will be available in 
early July. Results from the survey and listening sessions 
will be shared with the public this fall. For information, 
call 651-266-0300 or visit tinyurl.com/4yrj64z3.

Little Scots Day Camp will be conducted by the Macal-
ester College women’s soccer staff for boys and girls ages 
5-12 of all skill levels from 9 a.m.-noon Monday and Tues-

day, July 18-19, at the Macalester stadium. The cost is $75. 
For information, contact head coach Madeline Buckley at 
651-696-6671 or mbuckley@macalester.edu. 

The Saint Thomas Academy Alumni Association recent-
ly announced the honorees who will be inducted into the 
academy’s Athletic Hall of Fame on September 16 during 
Homecoming Reunion Weekend. The honorees include 
Richard Hanousek (1922, football, basketball, track), John 
Knip (’53, football, basketball, baseball), Leo Kelly (’54, 
football, basketball, baseball), Earl Wetzel (’65, football, 
hockey, baseball, track), John Baskfield (’83, cross-coun-
try, track, baseball), Nicholas Flood (’84, football, basket-
ball), Zavier Smith (’98, football, basketball, track), Robert 

Worthington (’98, basketball, baseball), and hockey coach 
Thomas Vannelli (16 seasons, over 360 wins, five state ti-
tles and double-digit state tournament appearances).

Saint Paul’s was ranked as the second best park system in 
the nation by the Trust for Public Land in its 2022 Park-
Score index. Saint Paul finished behind Washington, D.C., 
which successfully defended its first-place title. Minne-
apolis finished fifth, dipping slightly from last year’s third-
place result. The Twin Cities have consistently ranked 
among the top U.S. park systems. In all the years they have 
been included in the ParkScore index, neither Saint Paul 
nor Minneapolis has ranked outside the top five.

Ryan is a 
prolific writer. 
“I’ve written 
15 books, but 
this was the 

easiest one to 
do because 
the stories 
flowed,” he 

said.

Sports Shorts



WEDNESDAY, JULY 6, 2022 JOIN US AT MYVILLAGER .COM PAGE 17

HOUSECLEANING
NICCI MAIDS. Professional House    
cleaning Services. Bonded and in-
sured. References. 651-253-5561.

MB’S CLEANING SERVICE. 28 years in 
business. Seasonal cleaning specials. 
$50 off 1st cleaning. Gift certificates. 
651-225-1960. mbscleaning.com

L + A CLEAN MACHINE. Quality service. 
Good pricing. Residential and com-
mercial cleaning. 770-837-1333.

QUALITY CLEANING you can depend 
on. 20+ years’ experience. Rita’s 
Cleaning, 612-414-9241.

*SPARKLING CLEANING*
Reliable, great references, and hon-
est. Call/Text: Maria, 651-245-9027.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNOW  

FEW THINGS ADD more curb appeal 
than a thick, healthy lawn showcasing 
your beautifully landscaped property. 
Advertise your business in the Lawn 
and Landscape Classifieds in upcom-
ing MyVillagers. Call 651-699-1462 ext 
10 or email WantAds@MyVillager.com

*P.H.M. INC.*
MURPHY’S LAWN & LANDSCAPE. 
pat@PHMincorporated.com or 
w w w. P H M i n co r p o ra te d .co m . 
651-231-7748.

THE BEST Landscaping Services. 
Bluhm Brothers Landscaping. Design. 
Tree, shrub and plant knowledge, in-
stallation, grading, sodding, beds and 
gardens. Paver patios, walks, drives. 
Versa-Lok retaining walls. 651-227-
2584; www.bluhmbrothers.com

HOME SERVICES   
HANDYMAN FROM A-Z. Quality work, 
30 years’ experience. 651-483-8581, 
Jerry.

*RELIABLEMAINTENANCE 
ANDREPAIR.COM*

Remodeling and Handyman Services. 
MN License #BC665235. 651-262-9765.

CLEAN OUT accumulated, stored 
junk/debris. Hauling. Reasonable. 
Frank, 651-276-7094.

*CILEK FURNITURE REPAIR*
Complete chair re-glue since 1960. 
651-699-4022.

*GUTTER CLEANING*
It’s that time of the year again! 
Protect your roof and have your gut-
ters cleaned today. Call Ryan, 651-
690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

F R E D D I E ’ S  J U N K  R e m o v a l . 
Commercial. Residential. Low rates. 
Free estimates. 651-442-0993.

WOOD DECKS/Wood Fences. License 
#BC581059. Troy’s Decks & Wood 
Fences, 651-210-1387.

GUTTER CLEANING! $99 1 Story -  
$125 2 Story. Call Today. 612- 
432-1473. Harris Cleaning.

URBANSCAPES YARD&GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE SERVICES-WEEDING, 
SHRUB & SMALL TREE PRUNING & 
WINTER SNOW SHOVELING. ASK FOR 
MARTEY 651-917-7982.

HOUSECLEANING
EXCELLENT CLEANING, reasonable 
rates, reliable, experienced. Estimates 
available. Ann, 651-776-7834.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
S H O W C A S E  H OM E  PA I N T I N G 
PROFESSIONAL PAINTING SERVICES 
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR INCLUDING 
GLAZING, STAINING, GARAGES. FULLY 
INSURED CALl MARTEY FOR A FREE 
ESTIMATE 651-917-7982

HOME SERVICES    
MYVILLAGER HOME SERVICES category 
offers handyman, moving, window and 
gutter cleaning services, repair and 
clean out services, hauling, demoli-
tion, painting etc. Advertise YOUR 
Home Service in the next MyVillager! 
Call 651-699-1462 ext 10 or email 
WantAds@MyVillager.com 

BURTON’S RAIN Gutter Service. 
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired. Since 
1973. Insured, bonded. License 
#BC126373; 651-699-8900. (c) 651- 
398-9629

LIGHTHOUSE MOVING. St. Paul busi-
ness since 2004. A+ rating with the 
Minnesota Better Business Bureau. 
Licensed/Insured. 651-387-2955 
LighthouseMoving.com

GUTTER CLEANING & Repair. 29th year 
in Villager area. Fully insured for your 
peace of mind. Call us today. Free 
estimates, 651-287-0970.

ALL AMERICAN One, LLC. Bonded, 
licensed, insured. MN. License 
#BC635082. Big or small. Everything 
from chimneys to basements. Stop 
leaks. All jobs done. Free estimates. 
BBB. Angie’s. Jeff, 651-285-1937.

WINDOW CLEANING. 29th year in 
Villager area. Fully insured for your 
peace of mind. Call us today. Free 
estimates. Call 651-287-0970.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
STAIRWAY BALUSTERS and column 
bases replicated plus other wood-
turning and woodworking. 612- 
940-7591 or theturningpointwood 
works.com

*BATHROOM REMODELING*
Low water pressure? Sinks, toilets, 
tubs/surrounds, etc. Ceramic tile. 612-
275-9815. Basement bath?

RUBEN’S CONCRETE. Free estimates. 
Steps, sidewalks, driveways. 30 years’ 
experience. 651-500-0980.

LICENSED PLUMBER available for your 
old home’s remodel and plumbing 
improvements. GC inquiries welcome. 
Paul, 651-263-3623. DannerPlumbing.
com

*BATHROOMS*
YoungCastle Bathrooms specializing 
in bathroom design, repair, creation 
and remodeling. Great savings! Call 
for free consultation. 651-257-4706; 
www.youngcastlebathrooms.com

EVERYTHING DRYWALL. Sheetrock, 
plaster, textures, skim coating 
and painting. Insured. David, 612- 
554-3028.

MASONRY REPAIR. Brick, foundation, 
stairs, sidewalks, tuckpointing, small 
concrete. Daniel, 612-804-6818.

YOUR LOCAL source for con-
crete work. Driveways, Sidewalks, 
Patios and More. Call 612-930-7071. 
NeighborhoodConcrete.com

MARK’S CONCRETE. New sidewalks, 
patios, drives, resurface walls and 
floors. 763-607-3941.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
PATES ROOFING. Finest in residential 
roofing. Local ref erences. License 
#RR155317. Insured. Member BBB. Call 
651-690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

KEVIN’S PAINTING/Repair. Wood 
frame, stucco, power washing, glaz-
ing, staining, cement work. Insured. 
651-699-2832.

PAINTING. WALLPAPER. Patch. Interior. 
Exterior. Small jobs wanted. Jim, 612-
202-5514.

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
PAINTING, WALL-PAPER HANGING, 
CEILING TEXTURING. MODERATE 
PRICES; FREE ESTIMATES. LICENSED, 
BOND ED,  INSURED.  MERRIAM 
PARK PAINTING. ED, 651-224-3660; 
“A NEIGHBOR YOU CAN TRUST.” 
MPPAINTING.COM

*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*
Kitchens, doors, windows, base-
ments. Additions, decks, fences, 
porches. Reasonable rates. Personal, 
professional, proficient. Free es-
timates. “Building Brocks”, 651- 
285-3237.

ALEXANDER’S PAINTING. High quality 
work at affordable rates. Full service 
interior/exterior. Free estimates. 651-
246-2869; www.painteral.com

STEVE’S PAINTING. Quality Interior/
Exterior; 30+ years; good references. 
651-207-2249. stevepaintsmsp@
gmail.com

CARPENTRY/SHEETROCK. Framing. 
Remodeling. Tile. Professional. 
Reasonable. Estimates. Frank, 651-
276-7094.

CARPENTRY/REMODELING. Kitchen, 
Bath specialty. 25+ years’ excep-
tional experience. Licensed. Insured. 
Martin, 612-701-5394.

FOR SALE             
MYVILLAGER digital and print mem-
berships are for sale! Get your news-
paper delivered via the post office. 
Join us today! www.MyVillager.com

PLANT SALES
VEGETABLES, FLOWERS, HERBS AND 
PLANTS! Having a sale this Spring? 
Advertise in the Villager’s special 
category! Ads are dirt cheap. 
Experience how it pays to blossom 
your sale for as little as $12 per issue. 
Call 651-699-1462 ext 10 or email 
WantAds@MyVillager.com

GARAGE/MOVING SALES
SPRING CLEANING means extra furni-
ture, housewares, electronics, cloth-
ing and toys. Open your garage door 
to sell it now! Advertise your sale for 
a minimum of $12 and then sit back 
and rake in the profits! 651-699-1462 
ext 10  or WantAds@MyVillager.com

BIBLE/BOOK REPAIR
40 YEARS’ experience, all kinds of 
books. Bookbinding by Steve. 
Highland Park area. 651-698-1477 for 
appointment or specialbindings.com

WANTED TO BUY
DIAMONDS, fine estate and antique 
jewelry. We know and appreciate the 
value of your jewelry. R. F. Moeller 
Jeweler, 2065 Ford Parkway, 651- 
698-6321. Certified Gemologist.

BEST PAYOUT! Old furniture, advertis-
ing, beer memorabilia, old clothing 
and more. 651-227-2469.

OLD RECORDS, LPs/45s, Rock, Jazz, 
Country, Soul, more. 651-224-4947.

Continued page 18

CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIED & LEGAL ADS Phone 651-699-1462
Email WantAds@MyVillager.com

Classified Categories, ad submission & more information at MyVillager.com
Classified ads are $1.20 per word, $12 minimum. Legal notices are 60¢ per word.
Next Issue: July 20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Deadline: July 13

All ads are prepaid. We accept all ads  
by email with form from website.

Highland Park
highlanddistrictcouncil.org • 651-695-4005

Board opening—The Highland District Council is seek-
ing a candidate to represent Grid 11 on its board of direc-
tors (see the website for a map). An election to fill the seat 
will take place between 7 p.m. Thursday, July 14, and 10 
p.m. Tuesday, July 19. Grid 11 residents may vote online at 
surveymonkey.com/r/2022Grid11 or call 651-695-4005 to 
receive a paper ballot. The new board member will be an-
nounced by Thursday, July 21. For more information, email 
info@highlanddistrictcouncil.org. 

Robot puppet show and more—Join the HDC for Open 
Eye Figure Theater’s production of Tucker’s Robot at 2 p.m. 
Thursday, July 14, at the Highland Park Community Cen-
ter, 1978 Ford Pkwy. The outdoor puppet show with live 
music will be followed by ice cream and science-themed 
activities from 3:15-4 p.m. Visit the HDC website for more 
information.

Lock and dam tours—A years study about the future of 
Lock & Dam No. 1 will begin soon. Learn more about the is-
sues by attending a free walking tour hosted by Friends of 
the Mississippi River at 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, July 13, and 
at 3 p.m. Thursday, August 4. Meet at the splash pad at the 
Wabun Picnic Area in Minneapolis.

Transportation fair—The public is invited to attend 
the HDC’s Highland Park Transportation Information Fair 
from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Wednesday, August 3, at the Minne-
sota JCC’s Capp Center, 1375 Saint Paul Ave. Presenters will 
include the Minnesota Department of Transportation on 
West Seventh Street reconstruction; Ramsey County on 
the Blue Line/Riverview Corridor connection study, Saint 
Paul Avenue resurfacing, and the Lexington Parkway re-
route; and the city of Saint Paul on Edgcumbe Road recon-
struction, Mississippi River Boulevard resurfacing, and a 
Bike Plan update. 

Upcoming meetings—board of directors, 7 p.m. Thurs-
day, July 14; and Community Development Committee, 
6:30 p.m. Tuesday, July 19. The meetings will take place at 
the Highland Community Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy., with 

an option to join online. Get the Zoom link and agendas at 
highlanddistrictcouncil.org/calendar.

Macalester-Groveland
macgrove.org • 651-695-4000

Mac-Grove Garage Sale—Registration is now open for 
the Great Macalester-Groveland Garage Sale that will be 
held on Saturday, August 27, rain or shine. Residents may 
register their sale by August 5. To sign up or learn more, 
visit macgrove.org/garagesale.

Alley Garden Awards—Judging for the Macalester-
Groveland Community Council’s annual Alley Garden 
Awards will take place this month. Learn more by visiting  
macgrove.org/aga.

Building plaques—Orders are still being accepted for 
the next round of engraved century building plaques. All 
owners of structures built in 1927 or before are eligible. 
Learn more at macgrove.org/100years.

Last call for exhibitors/sponsors—There are mul-
tiple opportunities to get involved at Mac-Grove Fest on 
September 10. The festival will include a Makers Market, 
where local artists and craftspeople can sell their work, 
and a Business Marketplace, where local businesses and 
organizations can sell their products and services, conduct 
giveaways and offer activities. The registration deadline is 
July 13. For more information, email alyssa@macgrove.org 
or visit macgrove.org/2022registration.

Upcoming meetings—Community Building Team on 
Monday, July 11; board of directors on Thursday, July 14; 
Inclusivity Task Force on Wednesday, July 20; Transpor-
tation Committee on Monday, July 25; and Housing and 
Land Use Committee on Wednesday, July 27. The meetings 
will begin at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom. For monthly meeting  
notices and log-in details, visit macgrove.org/participate.

Union Park
unionparkdc.org • 651-645-6887

University cleanup—Join the Union Park District 

Council at a University Avenue cleanup from 10 a.m.-noon 
Saturday, July 9. Meet in the former CVS parking lot on 
University and Snelling avenues. Gloves, trash bags, grab-
bing sticks, water and snacks will be provided.

Upcoming meetings—board of directors, 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, July 6; Transportation Committee, 6:30 p.m. 
Monday, July 11; Committee on Land Use and Economic 
Development, 6:30 p.m. Monday, July 18; and Neighbor-
hood Sustainability and Vitality Committee, 7 p.m. Tues-
day, July 19. To access the Zoom meetings, email wako@
unionparkdc.org or visit unionparkdc.org/calendar.

Contact us—The public is invited to “like” the Union 
Park District Council on Facebook, follow it on Twitter at 
@UnionParkDC, and subscribe to its e-newsletter, “Neigh-
borhood Matters,” by emailing Leah@unionparkdc.org.

West Seventh
fortroadfederation.org • 651-298-5599

Upcoming meetings—Transportation and Land Use 
Committee, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, July 6; board of direc-
tors, 7 p.m. Monday, July 11; and Community Engagement 
and Outreach Committee, 6:30 p.m. Thursday, July 21. The 
meetings will be held via Zoom. For log-in information, 
visit fortroadfederation.org/calendar.

District Councils

District 
councils in 
MyVillager’s 
area.
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
COMPUTER/INTERNET/TV

EXPERT COMPUTER REPAIR - Windows 
and Mac, Desktops and Laptops, 
Hardware and Software. $15 off labor 
when ad mentioned (Services over 
$79, parts not included). HACKER 
ATTACKERS - 1606 Randolph Ave. 651-
414-0017.

OFFICE/PROOFREADING
WRITE AWAY CREATIVE. Transcription. 
Typing. Copy Editing. Legal, academic, 
memoirs. 651-690-4779.

SEWING/TAILORING
HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations. 
Tailoring. Women. Men. 712 South 
Cleveland. 651-698-6117. Highland
Tailors.com

ENTERTAINMENT
SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular songs 
from across the decades; weddings, 
private parties; listen at www.john
mischke.com. Call 651-647-0659.

MUSIC INSTRUCTION
PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana University. 
Lawrence Wilson, 651-699-0812.

GUITAR/UKULELE Lessons. Suzuki/
Traditional. Classical/Popular. All 
Ages. In-person/online lessons avail-
able. Gene Swanson, 651-269-6983.

PIANO LESSONS in my cozy home. 
Great, experienced, encouraging 
teacher. Text message please. Trish, 
651-387-0099.

PIANO TUNING/ REPAIR
GAVINPIANO.COM. Registered piano 
tuner/technician. See website for 
coupon. 651-644-3111.

HOUSECLEANING

LAWN SERVICE. Spring cleanups. 
Gutter cleaning/repair; dethatching, 
tree/bush service. Insured. 651-
699-2832.

CREATIVE DESIGNS. I can help 
you install. Horticulture Degree, 
U of MN. Certified Nursery and 
Landscape Professional. Living Space 
Landscapes. Scott Solomonson, 612-
868-7787; LandscapesByScott.com

CNT LAWN CARE and Snow Removal. 
Hedge trimming. Highland resident. 
Chris, 651-757-6339.

TREE SERVICE. Local Tree Tech, li-
censed, insured, clean, efficient.  
Dean, 651-298-0781.

*HIGHLAND TREE CARE, LLC.*
Certified Arborist. Licensed. Insured. 
Free estimates. Removals, pruning, 
stumps. Brian, 612-735-9110. 

ALL YOUR GREEN needs. Mowing. 
Lawn Care. Landscaping. 20+ years’ in 
St. Paul. Call 651-695-1230.

*MONTHLY MOWING*
Starting at $150/month. 651-276-4396. 
SorensenLawnCare.com

COMPUTER/INTERNET/TV
HOME COMPUTER SERVICES: On site, 
free pickup, delivery, troubleshoot-
ing, upgrades, virus spyware removal, 
networking wired and wireless, in-
stallation. Great rates. 10 years in 
Highland. 651-698-7519; 651-470-3792. 

HIGHLAND COMPUTERS. Full service 
Mac & PC repair. 474 Hamline. 651-
207-8276.

HELP WANTED
PART-TIME MAINTENANCE/Custodial 
help needed for Condominium build-
ing in Highland Park. Call for more 
details, 651-690-3400. 

SEEKING CHILD CARE PROVIDERS. 
Work 2 to 4 Sundays per month,
10:15-11:45 AM. $25/Sunday. St.
Anthony Park United Church of
Christ. pastor@sapucc.org. 651-
646-7173.

FOR RENT - RESIDENTIAL
All real estate or rental advertising 
in this newspaper is subject to the 
Fair Housing Act. This newspaper will 
not knowingly  accept any advertising 
which is in violation of the law. Equal 
housing opportunity.

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM Apartment 
Homes available in the Highland 
Park and Crocus Hill areas. Call 
651-698-6111 today for rental in-
formation on several communities 
professionally managed by Mid 
Continent Management Corp. 

Garage needed, Snelling and Grand 
for small car. 651-398-7536 Delorez 
Houle.

WANTED TO RENT—GARAGE – 
HIGHLAND, Macalester-Groveland 
area. Todd, 612-275-4915.

Mendota Heights Lilydale  Spectacular 
1,600 SF 2BR- 2BA Rental Unit in  pres-
tigious  OVERLOOK CONDOMINIUMS 
Heat included w/underground park-
ing, 4 season enclosed solarium, 
gas fireplace, in unit washer/dryer,  
Elevators, indoor pool/whirlpool and 
beautiful party room. All in a park 
like setting, No pets. Contact Bisanz 
Brothers for showing.  651-447-4567.

PIANO TUNING/ REPAIR
TIME TO Tune? Sticky Keys? Excellent 
Service. Call/Text Torger, 651-
230-0193.

TUNING SPECIAL $75. Evening and 
weekend appointments available. 
Outstanding service and experience 
since 2005. Jim Gardner, 612 327-6698.

HELP WANTED
This newspaper will not knowingly 
 accept any advertising which is in 
violation of the law. No attention to 
race, color, religion, sex, sexual ori-
entation, gender identity, national 
origin, veteran or disability status 
will be allowed. Equal employment 
opportunity.

CUSTOMER SERVICE/SALES 
REPRESENTATIVE. PT.  Seeking 
enthusiastic and sharp cust. service 
rep. for a local flower shop.  Rep. will 
work 1-3 days per week and at least 
one Saturday per month. Flexible 
schedule but must be able to work 
beyond the summer and additional 
hours prior to floral holidays. Apply 
in person to:  Ann at A. Johnson & 
Sons Florist, 1738 Grand Ave., St. Paul. 
651-695-3225.

ROUTING SPECIALIST/FLEET MGR  FT 
or PT.  Seeking enthusiastic, hard-
working routing specialist for a local 
flower shop. Specialist will ensure 
timely, safe and efficient deliveries 
and work at least 3 days per week, 
including Saturday.  Knowledge of 
transportation and logistics is highly 
desired, college degree is preferred. 
Apply in person to:  Ann at A. Johnson 
& Sons Florist, 1738 Grand Ave., St. 
Paul 651-695-3225.

Fabulous Customer Reviews!
Experts specializing in…

Patching Window/Stucco Repairs Stone—New & Repair
New Stucco Re-Stucco Sandblasting

BUILDING THE FUTURE —
RESTORING THE PAST

Aaron Cole

Lance SmithSMITHCOLE.COM

Replace Your
Storm Windows

651-497-9891

Exterior/Interior
Home Painting

Exterior Home Painting • Wall & Ceiling Repair
Spray Texture • Fine Enameling • Home Repairs

651-497-9891

HigHland Park
 P A I N T E R S

Nilles
Builders, Inc.

525 Ohio St.
• Additions
• Roofing
• Siding
• Remodeling
• Concrete
• Garages

 222-8701

MN Lic.
#4690

6
5
1

www.nillesbuilders.com

Plaster Repair • Drywall Taping
Texture Ceilings • Painting

612-272-3697
Insured  Specializing since 1992  Free Estimates

B

, LLC.

W

MN. State License 20538538

Borden
Window

We turn old drafty windows into energy
efficient tilt-in windows—for less!

651-338-7163
bordenwindow.com

Window Restoration &
Weather Stripping

VISIONS TREE SERVICE
24 Hour Emergency Storm Service
                      Expert Climbers • Professional Service

                        Tree Trimming & Removal • Stump Removal

 651-464-3317
  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

LOCALLY OWNED
& OPERATED

Residential
Commercial
FREE ESTIMATES

PLUMBING • REPAIR • REMODELING

All Star-Blue
    Star & Rounded reverse red

Master Plumber
Serving Highland Since 1984

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Free Estimates • 1 yr. warranty

Cell (612) 865-2369
~ No overtime charges ~
Angie’s Preferred List

Jack Stodola       MN #003414 PM

651-373-1264

Small Concrete Jobs
Bobcat & Dump Truck
PanianConstruction.com

#BC319518Est. 1976

Tuckpointing
Chimneys

Stone & Brick Work
Foundation Repair

Total Lawn Maintenance
Landscaping Projects
Shrub Maintenance

kernlawnservice.com
In business since 1984

Major Credit Cards aCCepted
651.207.5396

LAWN SERVICE

LANdSCApINg

RUG
CLEANING

Free pick up & delivery
Ask about our

Pet Urine Removal Treatment
Cleaned with non-toxic products

NatureWise ChemDry
651-341-0933 Text or Call

naturewisechemdry.com
West 7th ~ Locally Owned

YOUR LOCAL
WINDOW

REPLACEMENT
EXPERTS

Register Now for our
Quarterly Window Webinar

FOR RENT - RESIDENTIAL
Upper 2-BDRM Duplex Available June 
1. In Merriam Park, 2-year lease, 
$1600/mo. + deposit Non-smoker. 
651-647-6078. 

1406 OSCEOLA Avenue,  Mac-
Groveland. Sunny, spacious 2BR, 
hardwood floors, quiet building, laun-
dry, no pets, no smoking. Available 
7/15/22 at $1,235/month. Contact 
Cindy at 651-644-4794 for appoint-
ment.

ROOMMATE WANTED
ROOMMATE WANTED. 2-bedroom, 
2-bath, furnished. Washer/dryer in 
unit. Pool/exercise room controlled 
entry/bbq pits/jacuzzi/fireplace. No 
smoking, pet friendly. $750 per 
month. Available immediately. 
Located: River Crossing Apartments, 
1730 Graham Avenue West. Contact 
Joanne; 651-398-3753.

LEGAL NOTICES
Certificate of Assumed Name along 
with Certificate of Existence and 
Certified Business Copies have been 
filed with the Office of the Minnesota 
Secretary of State, for the following 
names: Names: RALPH ST. PIERRE.The 
address of the known place of busi-
ness is: in care of: 489 Schenck 
Avenue, Brooklyn Humble Territory, 
New York Republic [RFD11207] United 
States of America. Note: I author of 
this notice come forth, in full-life, of 
sound mind, of age, of majority, 
“Ralph Heru-Ra El” is my chosen ap-
pellation, I for one d/b/a RALPH ST. 
PIERRE and d/b/a Ralph Heru-Ra El 
both by any and all assigns thereof, 
nunc pro tunc; I author give further 
notice that I have been granted to act 
as power of attorney for “RALPH 

LEGAL NOTICES
ST. PIERRE.” d/b/a Ralph Heru-Ra EL 
as of April 20th, year 2022, and am 
the Executrix of the RALPH ST. PIERRE 
Estate name, that was set up at berth 
on my behalf, I am the beneficiary as 
well, I claim the estate for RALPH ST. 
PIERRE as my birth right and for fu-
ture prosperity coupled with interest, 
as I am the creditor, bailor, bailee, the 
lender, the grantor, the banker, the 
giver of energy, and do so as the au-
thorized agent for the names herein 
perpetually, until I assign someone to 
continue on behalf of my estate, so 
be it; Note: I come forth all rights re-
served and retained, perpetually, the 
original known place of existence for 
the entity RALPH ST. PIERRE any and 
all derivatives thereof is: 489 Schenck 
Avenue, Brooklyn, New York Republic, 
[RFD11207], and; I come forth all rights 
reserved and retained, perpetually, 
as the acting power of attorney for 
Ralph St. Pierre. and affirm that the 
original known place of existence for 
the entity RALPH ST. PIERRE. any and 
all derivatives thereof is: 489 Schenck 
Avenue, Brooklyn, New York Republic, 
[RFD11207] Note: I affirm as the acting 
agent for RALPH ST. PIERRE, Ralph 
Heru-Ra El, and RALPH ST. PIERRE. any 
and all derivatives thereof, that I am 
living, breathing, and comprehensive 
as this herein notice gives me the 
agent status as a living man (woman), 
and now have standing for the given 
names and name by power of attor-
ney, notice: I am original to the land 
mass referenced by given names New 
York, New York Republic, America, 
Turtle Island, and Amexem, North 
America, I remain in honor with 
United States Resolution 75, I am an 
American, American Moor, New 
Yorker, I invoke the laws of the repub

TM

www.landscapesbyscott.com

Scott Solomonson’s cell:
   612.868.7787

Roof
RepaiRs

Save Thousands
Over Replacement!
Complete Roofing Services

Since 1972

VB, inc.
Vern Buckman

612-599-8200 cell
651-731-1291 office

Lic.#20216197

InterConnect
Landscaping LLC

Family Owned

651-925-7356
No project too small.
• Lawn care   • Snow removal

• All landscaping projects
• Junk removal

interconnectlandscaping.com

ConCrete
Sidewalks & Steps

glass bloCk
windows

(Good for basements, etc.)
BRICK, BLOCK

& stuCCO RepaIR
Over 25 yrs. Experience

Lic • Bonded • Ins
Call Mark Larson
651-642-5090

New CoNstruCtioN 
decks, doors, porches,

restoration & more

JL
OF

serViCes

651-276-8233

Remodel
Renovate
RestoRe

Stump Grinding &
Ash Tree Injection
 ISA Certified Arborist
Dave  651 492 5216

MERRIAM PARK
PAINTING
• Interior-Exterior Painting
• Ceiling Texturing
• Wallpapering
Call Ed, 651224-3660
www.mppainting.com

Lic.
Bond.
Ins.

Free
Estimates

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Continued
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SERVICE DIRECTORY

Lic. #RR155317Licensed • Bonded • Insured
PatesRoofing.com

Serving the Community and
Metro area for over 25 years

Finest in Residential Roofing

651-690-3956

  Weaver Electric
Residential and Commercial Wiring

Low Rates  - Immediate Response  - Troubleshooting
 Office: 651 644-6551 Mobile: 612 599-7353

Licensed Master Electrician Over 30 Years Experience

SpieSS
    lumbingi

Repair • Remodeling
RPZ Testing & Water Heaters

Scott Spiess
651-248-3853

Lic. • Bonded • Insured    Lic.# 059373-pm

ROOFING
     NILLES

        Builders, Inc.                 651 222-8701
   Full Warranty   MN Lic. #4690

www.nillesbuilders.com

Mike

Mohs
ConstruCtion

3 Generations of Craftsmanship ★ Since 1963
www.mikemohsconstruction.com

Call Scott Mohs   612-701-2209

Roofing – All Types • Flat Roofing – Rubber or Tin
Windows & Skylights • Decks & Porches

Siding & Exterior Wood • Gutters
                                                                                                              MN Lic. BC005456

BBB®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Honesty & Integrity for 50 Years

Steigauf Brothers
~ Since 1980 ~  COMPLETE

Landscaping, Lawn
& snow pLowing services

residential & commercial

Mark steigauf   651-698-0395

Odis quia volor magnist, velique et quam quam, unt adit ab init ommod quam et eat 
volupta quiate la cus, sequi repro expelique et que elis quias magnate laut moluptati cor 
alibusc iatium aut estotas mi, odit, sam fugias ut fugit, odigent oressequi num sitae nul-
lantem quia nonse oditioresto que vendemp orectem porate vidionsequis dolore pressim 
non consecaboria sim sit apiet quundam, qui re eosa intur. Buy it from Merriam Park 
Repair, 444 N. Prior, Saint Paul. 651-645-1443. www.YourWebSiteHere.com

Merriam Park Repair

Merriam Park Repair
444 N. Prior • St. Paul, MN  55104 • 651-645-1443

Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com

We service most makes and sell NEW!

ROAD WORK SUMMER OF 2022
Now Taking in mowers and Equip. tune up now!
Avoid the road repair! OPEN FOR BUSSINESS

Pickup & Delivery
• Established 1989 •

444 N. Prior • St. Paul  55104 • 651-645-1443
Visit our website: www.merriamparkrepair.com

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

8-Time Super Service Award Winner
www.earlsfloorsanding.com

Sanding    Install    Refinishing
Repair    Maintenance

F loor  Sanding

(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140 
www.PaintingByJerryWind.com

FREE ESTIMATES

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Wallpaper Stripping/
    Skim Coating
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing
• Plaster/Sheetrock Repair

ExteriorsbyDesignExteriorsbyDesign

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Interior & Exterior

• Free Estimates • References

                  Call Jesse 651-206-2454
#BC738852 ExteriorsByDesignLLC.com

Helping your home since 1977.

525 Ohio Street
St. Paul, MN 55107
651-222-8701 #EA761612

INSURED•BONDED•LICENSED nillesbuilders.com

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
& RENOVATIONS

• Additions
• Roofi ng
• Siding

• Remodeling
• Concrete
• Garages

ROGERS MaSOnRy
651224-6985

www.Rogers–Masonry.com
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

• Stone Foundation Repair
• Brick/Stone Building Restoration

All Repair/Restoration done to Heritage
Preservation Commission (HPC) specifications

Chimney RepaiR
& TuCkpoinTing

• Trimming  • Removals  • Stumps
651  699-7022 ( C ) 612 414-9241   rogertree.com

Roger’s
Tree

Service

ASH TREATMENTS “ Infuse it or LOSE it”

Your Neighborhood Tree Service Since 1974

Certified Arborist

24 HR EmERgEncy SERvicE
Tree Removal/Tree & 

Shrub Pruning & More
★ ★ 32 Years Exp ★ ★ 651.690.3200

allseasonstreemn.com

ALL SEASONSALL SEASONSALL SEASONS
T R E E  S E R V I C E

ALL SEASONSALL SEASONS
T R E E  S E R V I C E
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Burton’s Rain
Gutter Service

 • Clean • Repair • Install
    www.burtonsraingutter.comwww.burtonsraingutter.com
Licensed • Bonded • Insured                

Burton R. Johnson    
1864 Grand Ave. MN ID#BC126373 

(C) 651-398-9629

651699-8900

Quality brush &
stump removal
• Small Tree Removal  • Tree Prunning
• Hedge/Shrub Removal & Trimming

                   612-369-1987No Job too Small  
Call Mike Arborist

A T I M E R

A N D S C A P I N G

Custom design
installation

• Paver patios, sidewalks
& driveways

• Natural stone, or
block walls & stairs

• Privacy or ornamental fencing  • Shrub & tree planting
• Grading & Sodding

Call or email George for a FREE consultation & estimate at:
651.983.5969   LatimerLandscapingMN.com

™

LEGAL NOTICES
lic for which we stand, and I remain in 
honor with US public law 93-1, 93-10, 
and any other public law that may 
assist me, or my family, nunc pro tunc, 
so be it;

STATE OF MINNESOTA CERTIFICATE OF 
ASSUMED NAME, Minnesota Statutes, 
Chapter 333. The filing of an assumed 
name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer pro-
tection in order to enable consum-
ers to be able to identify the true 
owner of a business. The following 
person and LLC are now doing busi-
ness as Real Work Done, and Blazing 
Star Publishing: Brandi Olson, owner 
of The Olson Group LLC, registered 
and doing business at 1362 Midway 
Pkwy, St Paul, MN 55108.. I, the un-
dersigned, certify that I am signing 
this document as the person whose 
signature is required, or as agent of 
the person(s) whose signature would 
be required who has authorized me 
to sign this document on his/her 
behalf, or in both capacities. I fur-
ther certify that I have completed 
all required fields, and that the in-
formation in this document is true 
and correct and in compliance with 
the applicable chapter of Minnesota 
Statutes. I understand that by sign-
ing this document I am subject to 
the penalties of perjury as set forth 
in Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this document under oath. Date filed: 
6/6/2022. Signed by: Brandi Olson 
Mailing Address: 1362 Midway Pkwy, 
St Paul, MN 55108. Email for Official 
Notices: brandi@helloolson.com.

HageConcrete.com

      HYDEAND
     HARMSEN
 C O N S T R U C T I O N

Rotten Wood?

Window sills, casings & trim
replaced, storm windows

Andy  651-698-3156
www.harmsenoberg.com

Landscape

jeffmenard.mn@gmail.com
651•436•6568

Jeff Menard

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Drainage Problems?
Retaining Walls

patios – steps – Walks
      

ABEL’S CONCRETE

CELL: 651263-6572
FREE ESTIMATES

New & Repair • Foundation Repair
Brick • Tuckpointing • Concrete
Chimney Repair • Glass Block
Windows • Sidewalks & Steps

Remodeling • Painting • Roofing

LICENSED
INSURED

Landscape Design
Stone Masonry

Fencing
Patios & Walls

612-618-7033
DotyHardscapes.com

dotyhardscapes@gmail.com

Floyd Anderson
Concrete Construction
Steps, sidewalks, driveways, patios,

exposed aggregate patios, blockwork,
patching basement & garage floors.
Call 651644-8567

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

LOCKSMITH
Fast Mobile Service

                           716 So. Cleveland
               651690-4443

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

PR
OFESSIONAL 

LOCKSMITHS 

Babcock & Son
S E C U R I T Y  C O R P O R AT I O N

Peter Wilson DryWall
& Plaster rePair

95% Dust-Free 
Vacuum Sanding!

651-246-4758
Peterwilsondrywall.com

Since 1986N M

ConCrete & 
Masonry

new, repair & replace
step repair

Bobcat • Dump Truck
Demolition • Landscaping

Gary 651-423-6666

Chad Arneson

Rating

SERVICE DIRECTORY

 

 

  

Find us online at

MCQBRos.CoM
MinneaPolis & st. Paul

612.888.8207

WHOLE HOME
CLIMATE CONTROL

FREE SECOND OPINION • ESTIMATE MATCH
Call 612.888.8207 todaY!

Wrought Iron
PaIntIng

Free Estimates
Mark 651.253.1436

❖
 C

H
I L

E

EN  PA I N

T
I N

G
❖

Serving Lakes Area Since
 1

95
2

Chileen
Painting

   greg@chileen.com      

612-850-0325

• Interior Painting   • Exterior Painting
• Wood Finishing   • Water Damage Repair

• Patching   • Enameling   • Insurance Claims



    

coldwellbankerhomes.com

Crocus Hill 821 Grand Ave. 
651-227-9144

Highland Park 1991 Ford Pkwy. 
651-698-2481

     

KRISTA WOLTER
612-247-5106

$1,850,000

www.NorthOaksDream.com

1317 2ND ST. NE • PENDING
Up down duplex in NE hottest neighborhood.  Across 
the street from popular establishments:  Dangerous 
Man & Young Joni. This is your opportunity to renovate 
& gain major equity. Zoned R2B. 
Multi family 2 unit duplex, but you can 
build a high rise here! Rare 55x30 lot.
www.TJ@cbrealty.com  

TJ PIERRET
651-755-6669

1013 COMO PL • VINTAGE COMO PARK 2 STORY
3 BR (2 up & one lower level) 2+ car gar. 1400 
sqft. Classic Maple floors, built-ins & kitchen cabi-
nets. Newer roof, new hot water heater, newer heat 
& central AC. Enclosed frnt porch 
brings new meaning to summer in 
the city! Don’t miss it!  Call TJ for 
details.  www.TJ@cbrealty.com  

TJ PIERRET
651-755-6669 • $249,000

Put your home here…
And get results!

4632 42ND AVENUE S  
Charming bungalow nestled in the high-
demand Minnehaha Falls neighborhood. Fully 
updated with original charm intact. Enjoy 
2 main floor bedrooms, plus 
2 baths and detached 2 car 
garage. www.nancykmaas.com

NANCY K MAAS
651-235-8581 • $325,000

531 MOUNT CURVE - STEPS TO MISSISSIPPI RIVER PKWY
Amazing opportunity to own in one of Highlands 
most sought-after locations. This home is situ-
ated on an oversized lot w/beautiful landscaping 
& breathtaking sunset views. Built 
in 1929, this Tudor has been 
extensively updated. Four BRs all 
located on the second level. 

MORAGHAN DeROSIA
952-486-3697 • $939,900

518 MONTROSE LANE - PREMIER LIST
Exceptional 3BR, 3BA Highland bungalow   with 
all the bells & whistles. Gorgeous chef’s kitchen 
w/Subzero & Wolf. Formal and informal flex fam-
ily space, private patio walks out 
to backyard oasis just 2 blocks to 
the River & Highland Village. Call 
Lolly with questions!

LOLLY MCNEELY SALMEN
612-810-4138 • $675,000

COUNTRY LIVING LIKE NEVER BEFORE!   
This 17 acre property is sure to create lasting memories & 
fun for all. Features a two-story climbing wall, indoor sport 
court, outdoor swimming pool, family room w/garage door 
that opens to the outdoors. Updated 
kitchen w/Hickory cabinetry, granite 
counters. Spacious master suite.
www.EnjoyBarnLiving.com

KRISTA WOLTER
 612-247-5106 • $650,000

BRICK TWO STORY IN NORTH OAKS!  
Traditional North Oaks brick two story located in the 
Mounds View School District & close to Pleasant Lake. 
You’ll love the gourmet kitchen with high-end appliances, 
expansive granite counters, large informal dining room 
and sunroom that walks out to the inviting backyard. 
Spectacular owners’ suite with custom designed walk-in 
closet, wet bar and lavish bath.  

TRADITIONAL TWO STORY!   
This traditional two story home offers a main floor 
master suite, main floor den, gourmet kitchen w/granite 
counters & great room off the kitchen. Hardwood floors, 
high ceilings & built-in custom cabine-
try are just some of the features you’ll 
find in this custom built home.
www.EnjoyNorthOaks.com

KRISTA WOLTER
 612-247-5106 • $950,000

NEW CONSTRUCTION IN MAC GROVELAND!
New construction with all the walkable amenities 
of the Macalester-Groveland neighborhood. 5 
Bedrooms/5 Bathrooms, over 4,000 square feet 
of timeless luxury and detail. 1524 Lincoln Ave. 
www.wahlbergtoohey.com  
MICHAELA TOOHEY 
PHILIP WAHLBERG 
651-336-2410
$1,495,000

JUST LISTED!!!
1870 St Clair: Immaculate 3 bedroom, 2 
bath featuring gleaming hardwood floors, 
stunning woodwork with built in buffet, 
handsome fireplace, plus 
new roof and mechanicals.   

         JIM BURTON
  651-690-8556 • $450,000

661 CANTON - LOT FOR SALE! 
A great opportunity within the West 7th neighbor-
hood to build. A very walkable location to much of 
West 7th has to offer. Past sales have communi-
cated all utilities including sewer 
lines are present on the property 
just need to be uncapped. Survey 
is available  Call today!    
      BRIAN WAGNER
         651-497-4387

79 WESTERN UNIT 602
Spectacular top-floor SW facing condo in the Historic 
Commodore Hotel. Features include elevators, private outdoor 
shared patio space, w/underground parking & FP. Open & airy, 
sunny & bright, w/impressive views, you’ll love the short walk to 
Frosts, University Club, Summit Ave & the shops & restaurants 
on Grand/Selby! Call today!    
BRIAN WAGNER
651-497-4387
SARAH KINNEY MATCHMAKER
651-231-2211

63 AVON STREET
An incredibly spacious 1300 TSF 1BR, 1BA condo w/ 
detached garage steps away from all that Grand Ave. has 
to offer. Open & airy, sunny & bright, newer appliances 
& windows within this unit.  A pet friendly building with a 
common shaded patio for you to enjoy your iced tea his 
summer.  Call for details.     
BRIAN WAGNER
651-497-4387
SARAH KINNEY MATCHMAKER
651-231-2211

445 LAUREL #1 - CASS GILBERT! 
A Cass Gilbert 2 bed/2 bath Condo w/2  
parking spaces, 2200 tsf of delightful 
detail make this home an oasis of living 
w/ updated kitchen, 3 fire-
places, two porches, amaz-
ing stained glass. Grand 
staircase!    
      BRIAN WAGNER
         651-497-4387

PHILIP M. WAHLBERG
651-336-2410

MORAGHAN DeROSIA
952-486-3697

PETER DONOVAN
651-336-8050

TOM EDELSTEIN, CRS
HENRY EDELSTEIN, CRS

651-695-4300

KATHRYN KENNEDY
612-558-6488

LOLLY MCNEELY
SALMEN

612-810-4138

JOE UEBEL
651-341-3599

JIM SEABOLD
651-276-8555

ROBBIE GROSSMAN
651-434-7887

MICHAELA TOOHEY
651-253-6830

KRISTA WOLTER
612-247-5106

TOM & MIKE DISTAD
612-275-1343

SUE JOHNSON
GOOD COMPANY
651-329-1264

BRIAN WAGNER, M.ED.
651-497-4387

ANITA C. HILL
651-707-6408

DEB SOUCHERAY
651-263-0552

JIM BURTON
651-690-8556

SARAH KINNEY
MATCHMAKER
651-231-2211

MARY KNUDSEN
651-335-6619

BETSY MORSE
651-210-4444

CASSANDRA AND ROBERT 
YARBROUGH

651-808-1065

NANCY BERGER
651-236-0636

  DAVID NOVAK, B.Geo.E
612-282-2168

PANORAMIC RIVER VIEWS!    
Discover updated beauty combined with classic 
character! Lovely hardwood floors, incredible 
kitchen, formal dining with W/O to a pergola-
covered patio with FP. Owner’s 
suite, private deck, overlooking 
the river. 3530 Edmund Blvd.
*click on www.teamedelstein.com  

HENRY EDELSTEIN CRS
651-270-1667

THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS!    
Newly built in 2010, yet preserving the origi-
nal integrity of design! Exceptionally spacious 
4+Bedroom. 3-Bath boasts hardwood floors, 
natural woodwork, open floorplan. 
Charming porch, eat-in kitchen, 
ideal location. 1863 Juliet Avenue.
*click on www.teamedelstein.com  

HENRY EDELSTEIN CRS
651-270-1667

1149 LINCOLN AVE   
Impeccably maintained upper level condo features original 
character & charm PLUS quality updates! Gorgeous hrdwd 
flrs, oak wdwrk, French doors leading to charming front sun-
room, LR bookcases w/oak archway. CA, 
2 car gar. Beautifully landscaped backyard.  
Convenient walking distance to Grand Ave!
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

SUE JOHNSON CRS, GRI
651-329-1264 • $439,900

FREE HOME SELLER SEMINARS!! 
Is now the time to begin thinking about 
selling your home? Attend a one hour sem-
inar. No obligation or pressure! Tuesday, 
July 12, 7-8pm, or Saturday, 
July 23, 9-10am. Call or 
email for more information!
suejohnson@cbburnet.com

SUE JOHNSON CRS, GRI
651-329-1264
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