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Business trip? Canida, REB  j,.06's radifer Florist
spend more than $30,000 for
eight-hour beach conference

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

When the Electric Cities of
Alabama (ECA) holds its annual
meeting and Governmental Affairs
Conference in Miramar Beach,
Florida next week, the Russellville
Electric Board will be well represent-
ed, and well invested, in the confer-
ence.

ECA is an association of municipal-
ly owned electric utilities across
Alabama that provides 'legislative
and regulatory coordination' to its
members, according to its website.
ECA has an established mutual aid

program whereby member cities aid
fellow member cities in times of
emergencies.

According to records provided by
the REB pursuant to an Open
Records Act request, General
Manager Charles Canida and the
board have already spent, and will
spend, a minimum of $30,426.45 to
send nine people to a two-day beach
conference that includes only eight
hours of actual meetings. And that
total could grow significantly larger
based on Canida's past spending at
the Electric Cities Conference and
increased per diem reimbursement

See ‘REB,’ Page 8

Questions remain after
arrest of Franklin County
Rescue Squad president

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

When the Franklin County Rescue
Squad president landed in jail last
week on felony theft charges, there
were immediate questions as to how,
and why, an organization that was
not in good standing with state or
local authorities continued to receive
public funds through Franklin
County's tobacco tax.

Those questions will lead to addi-
tional safeguards that will avoid sim-
ilar problems in the future, according
to the president of the Franklin
County Fire and Rescue Association.

Fire departments, ambulance serv-
ices and rescue squads in Franklin
County receive a portion of the four

SingingRiverDentistry.com

Hablamos Espano ((f

cent per item tobacco tax enacted in
1988, according to Franklin County
Fire and Rescue Association
President John James.

60 percent of the tobacco tax is dis-
tributed by the Franklin County
Commission to the Franklin County
Water Authority, James said. The
remaining 40 percent is divided
among Franklin County's 14 fire
departments (25 percent), rescue
squads (10 percent) and ambulance
services (5 percent), James
explained.

Those rescue squads that share 10
percent of the tobacco tax revenue
include Vina, Hodges and Phil
Campbell, and until earlier this year,
the Franklin County Rescue Squad.

See ‘QUESTIONS,’ Page 7
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Mon.-Fri. 9-6
3145 Hwy 237
Phil Campbell

Next to Phil Campbell
High School

Owner/Pharmacist
Wes Mayfield

We offer ground burial, mausoleum
and cremation spaces. All may be
purchased at need or pre-need to include
. & the burial vault and bronze memorial.

Providing a peaceful, beautiful and serene
cemetery for the people of Franklin County.

Carolyn Atkins Porter QZ2ELY
3 2710 Waterloo Road * 256.332.2115

“In Memory of our loved ones...”

brought to you by Atkins Marble and Granite Works
and Franklin Memory Gardens

Robert “Bob” Leon Davis, 85, of
Phil Campbell, passed away on
Monday, June 27th. Interment at

Bethlehem Cemetery.

Randal “Randy” Vandiver, 63, of
Red Bay, passed away on Thursday,

June 30th. Akins Funeral Home
assisted the family.
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In remembrance... NW-SCC offers half-tuition
scholarship to former students

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Former Northwest-Shoals Community College students who had to put
their academic careers on hold will have an opportunity to finish their col-
lege degree or certification program through a new scholarship offered by
the school.

. . w
B Vargas Roofing &

available to students who
had a minimum Grade
Point Average of 2.5,
completed at least 30
credit hours at NW-SCC,
are United States citizens
or permanent residents,
and who complete the
application for the schol-
arship and for Federal

Student Aid by August 1 Shi“gle & MEtﬂl Huufsl
2022 ~ Vinyl Siding, Drywall

The scholarship will

9 award half-tuition costs
| for students who qualify. ﬂnd M“Eh Mnrﬂ'
“We hope this will help

relieve financial burdens FrEddY UEI‘QEIS

for those who are so

_’ﬁ close to completing their 256.668.7715 » Russellville, AL

. \ € Al degree or certificate pro-
y | . 9 il Vot TR PIETOROIER I REETONNA | lcenaed « Insured - Jeramiah 29 11
p— — : e SCC Dean of Students,

$ Dr. Crystal Reed.

If you meet the scholarship requirements, visit to apply. For more informa-
tion, email or call 256-331-5364.
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Leeland (Lee-Ester)Fuller of Russellville, died June 14,
2022, at the age of 96. Akins Funeral Home handled the
arrangements.

“Eye Care & Eye Wear for
Your Unique Lifestyle”

256-332-5440 ~-

= " Atthe scene of an accidentor |
121;5523%':3 | / hreakdown, tell law enforcement
P e you want M & N Towing!
EyEC are Prnfessidnalg We offer local pick up for service
& maintenance!

- o
JOWING & SERVICE CENTER
11833 Hwy 43 South * Russellville, AL 35653

Send your letters to the editor, guest columns, cartoon panels
and other creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.
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My take on this... mistakes bring laughter

One of my friends was complaining how she couldn't do
anything right. ™
“Always making mistakes,” she said. PP

| immediately responded 'if it wasn't for mistakes, we would | {2
never have anything to laugh about.' 3 5

Wow, what a profound thought-for me, | mean.

I've always laughed at myself when | trip and fall. Looking
for my glasses when | was wearing them. Put a blouse on Gail Motes
backwards and worn it in public.

I've had my tops and pants inside out. | noticed my pants. Well, who would-
n't notice pants inside out? My tops were a different matter.

I've worn mismatched sandals. Well, they were both white and when | get
in a hurry, | don't pay as much attention. I'd usually make that discovery when
someone pointed it out.

| respond that I'm doing it where | could get opinions on which one looked
the best. The next time I'd know which pair to wear. It's a good way to see
which one is more comfortable when standing or walking a long time.

| enjoy sending cards. My favorite kind to send are for no special occasion.
Those are the ones | enjoy being sent to me too! It's so rewarding to get a
phone call to let me know it came at a time it was needed the most.

| don't do it as often as | should. If you are thinking this has nothing to do
with my subject of making mistakes, it will!

| sent a card to a friend and one to my aunt before. It was for a special occa-
sion. | usually write a personal note inside my cards. Since | was doing two
at once, | mailed the cards to the wrong addresses. Notice how | said 'per-
sonal.'

| would never have known, if it wasn't for a phone call from my friend. She
said I'd sent her a card addressed to my aunt. Oh boy!

The personal information had been sent to the wrong person. | never heard
anything from my aunt. | figure she was in shock. And totally confused. |
couldn't undo it, so | just laughed.

Mistakes are a part of life. They will be made until the day we die. Well, that
brought another thought to me. I've always mentioned to my sons and grand-
children that | want a comical remark on my tombstone. “I no longer make

o
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The Franklin Free Press is published weekly by
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mistakes” would be a good one.

I've thought of several. | need to write down my ideas. I'll give my sons and
grandchildren the choice. | know Abby would enjoy that because she had the
most fun suggesting stuff.

Until that day comes, | will continue making mistakes. Life is full of them
and | enjoy life!

I wish for all of you continued mistakes. That simply means | wish for you a
long life!

Until later!

¢ Building Supplies for
Residential/Commercial
Projects
¢ Metal Fabrication
® Custom Hardscaping
¢ Qutdoor Kitchens

Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5 » Sat. 8:00-12

256.332.8181

HWY 43, Littleville

What the U.S. needs to watch for
next from Putin’s Russia

Submitted to the FFP

While most of the world watches the Russian aggression and oppression in Ukraine, we should really
be concerned about what's coming next.

Many military and government analysts surmise that Putin’s next move will be towards one of the
neighboring countries of Ukraine, but | believe that it will be directly against the United States.

Our Alaskan border is a vast and open area that is not easily defended with troops, naval forces or
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without the express written permission of the Publisher.

even our vast air power. A Russian strike at Alaska would be, in my opinion, a bold move reestablishing
Peter the Great’'s Empire that Putin possibly feels like his country was ‘cheated out of’ when it was legal-
ly purchased by the U.S., (although no consideration, rights, monies, or privilege were extended to the
Native Peoples of Alaska until many years later).

Another area of concern would be the establishment of medium to long range missile systems in
Cuba. Yes, another Cuban missile crisis in the making. | do not believe Russia has directly sent missile
systems to Cuba, but the ‘quickest’, albeit indirect route would be to the Communist country of
Venezuela. Venezuela has long been antagonistic to United States’ interest and in the not too recent
past was quite vocal in their anti- American views.

In both of these brief points | have tried to make, the issues of oil and other natural resources aren’t
mentioned. These issues aren’t mentioned because | am only considering the military aspects at this
time.

While both of our borders remain largely unsecured, the Pentagon seems more worried about abor-
tion rights than protecting our nation, and our elected leaders do nothing but recite talking points. We
The People must be on alert as what may be to come against this great nation of ours.

Riley Winstead
Amateur military analyst

Send your guest columns, recipes, cartoon panels, letters to the editor
and other creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

For updates on news and sports throughout the week, don’t forget to
visit us online at www.franklinfreepress.net!
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Russellville students to
receive free breakfast,
lunch again this year

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Weibﬂ"'"““‘]d' New Patients

All Russellville City Schools students will once again receive free breakfast
and lunch after the Russellville City Board of Education approved the NSLP
Agreement for the 2022-23 school year at the board's June 30 meeting.

The NSLP (National School Lunch Program) is an entitlement program that
guarantees a set reimbursement for meals or snacks served to low-income
children. Russellville City Schools qualifies for the NSLP grant due to the per-

We would be honored to care for you and those you love. centage of its families living below 130 percent of the poverty level.
The board also approved the following prices for employees and visitors:
P i i (- B Employee breakfast at all schools in the classroom will be at no charge for
Jach M. McLendon, MD, FACP | Jeremy Thompsos, MD, FAAPP gll RCS schools except Russellville High School, where employees will pay
- ; . 1.25.
OIANE 5. Tes, 19, FAGF | Cowsinay Sowia, B8 | Swim ©, Ml 0 Employee lunch at all schools will be $4.25. Visitors will pay $1.50 at all
Brad McAsalley. MD, FACF | Robert Dickson. DO schools for breakfast and $4.25 for lunch.
AL The Russellville City Schools Child Nutrition Program will also provide

breakfast, lunch and snack to the Head Start child care center.

t 2 5 E} 3 33 '444? In other agenda items,

the board:
ext. 124 --contracted with the fol-

lowing teachers for
Teacher Excellence and
Accountability for

o 6 Mathematics and Science
. (TEAMS) contracts:

Ui A el | AVIATORS DETAILING

METHC AL ASSOULATES

Like ws, . Sharr os www MedEhou= com

Cmil s

1120 5, Jackson Huy

¥ THE SHORL C ton, Kaleb Hood
heihag A - S—— and Justin S:peping?oon. Aviation » Marine « Auto
Advanced contracts :
. Industrial * Home
Three or Five years) to
Southwood Gardens Apartments| (e o e years A R

three-year contracts to &

Are you looking for an apartment that is closer to Walmart, the grocery Luke Baker, Alannah Hill, mlmﬂpw :Tmn::"f’r ;“T!t'
stores, drug stores, and doctors? Are you 55 years of age or older Celeste McCollum, S . i

drawing disability or 62 or older, if you are, then Scuthwood Gardens | Jonathan Odom, Hunter || IRaaEUElllE Bl il el L

Apartments is where you need to be!!l Besides being close to Walmart, Ray and Mallory Smith.

wie are also close to all surreunding churches and businesses! --approved principal Brandon Seay, Owner
contracts for Tiffany 13365 Hwy. 243, Russellville Airport
Rent is based on income. Water is furnished, you only pay electric! Warhurst and Alicia
Apartments are 1 badroom on ground level furnished with: Carpeat, Stanford. (256} 435'0465

Blinds, Central Heat & Air, Stove, Refrigerator, Laundry room onsite, L

and Maintenance on call,

--approved facility use
requests for July 28, 2022, for RHS Marching Hundred to host a rehearsal
stop for Boston Crusaders Drum and Bugle Corps, on July 13-14 for RHS
Marching Hundred to host a rehearsal stop for Crossmen Drum and Bugle
Corps and on August 24 for use of the RCS Board Room for the Alabama
Rural Water Association training session.

Southweod Gardens Apartments are accepting applications. We have
some vacant apartments now. if you are interested or know of someone
whao is, please send them our way.

We have new Management! --Pers_onne_l moves a_s_follows: _

Apply at on-site rental office --Resignation in Position: Gary Lee Parker, Jr., bus driver and Rachelle
Carroll, RHS teacher.
Manday-Friday --Resignation in Supplement: Anna Lisa Jackson, JV basketball and Anna
B:00am-4:30pm Kay Holland, RHS Yearbook Sponsor.

100 Southwood Gardens --Employment in Position: Tanner Hall, RES Custodian, Jill Baker, RCS
Russellville, Al 35653 Nurse, Leslie Seal, RCS Mental Health Specialist, Kellie Singleton, RHS
(256)322-9027 Journalism Teacher, Vickie Shook, RHS Maid, Magda Lopez, EL Aide at
. o _ RHS, Randy Ozbirn, JROTC Instructor at RHS, Charlotte Hood and Heather
“Owner does not discriminate against Landers, CNP Workers at RES, Darlotte Smith and Megan Wilson, CNP
persons with disabilites. Workers at RMS, Stephen Henry, Custodian/Groundskeeper at Park and

Recreation Department, Dana Greenhill, Maintenance worker at Park and
Recreation Department, Nicole Jensen, RMS History Teacher, Alana Hatton
Parker, Business Marketing Teacher at RMS, Tina Hawkins, CNP Assistant
. Manager at RES, Morgan Pate, WES Teacher.

--Voluntary Transfer: Anayeli Ruiz, from EL Aide at WES to Pre-K Auxiliary
Teacher at WES, Katherine Alfaro, from EL Aide at RES to teacher at RES.

--Employment in Supplement: Dalany Roberts, Head Coach Girls Soccer.

The next regular meeting of the Russellville City Board of Education will be
EQUAL HOUSING Thursday, July 28, at 8 a.m., with work session Monday, July 25 at 3:30 p.m.
OFPORTLMITY

Don’t forget to check us out online at www.franklinfreepress.net!




Dr.

Urgent Care

Walk-In visits available,

We are available to screen

and test for COVID-19.

Mon.-Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-3, Sun. 1-5
13150 Hwy. 43, Suite 10, Russellville

256-331-2092.
Serving your family for more than 30 years.

5463. Paula Pardue (256)-389-0529.

he yearly Welch reunion will be the second Saturday of July on the
Oth, at the Mountain Valley Hee Haw building on Hwy. 79 in Phil
Campbell, AL 35581. All Welch’s and those related are welcome. We will do sand-
wiches, chips, desserts and drinks. Each family will bring meat, bread, chips, drinks
and desserts of their choice. We will have toamto, lettuce, cheese, mayo and mustard.

Please pass the word and come on out. Thank you!

ummer Revival will be held at Bethlehem Missionary Baptist Church,

305 Bethlehem Road, Russellville, July 17-22. Sunday service 2 p.m.
Monday-Friday, 7 p.m. Evangelist Bro. Micah Fleming. Pastor Bro. Jeff Fleming
and congregation welcome everyone. Prayer meeting 20 minutes before each serv-

ice. For more information, call Bro. Jeff Fleming at 256-856-5610.

us at 256-332-0255.

For updates on news and sports through-

out the week, visit us online at
www.franklinfreepress.net. Send your let-
ters to the editor and other creative sub-

Family Practice, Pediatrics, Newborn Care.
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After 63 years of
serving North
Alabama, it’s time

Over $165,000

of inventory will be sold at

PENNIES on the dollar'
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‘Bi

ig Man’
Recliner H UGE
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Stock

of Ashley Sectionals

1 y b . Reg. $2199 Only $1000
I“ Recliners In easy clean fabric

LAYS -
he NACOLG Seniorx - Medrcrne program is a program for free and
low-cost medications for the uninsured, underinsured, Medicare cov-
erage gap or disability waiting period. For more information, contact NACOLG
Seniorx today. Thers is no charge for this service. 1-800-AGELINE (1-800-243-

Have an event we can help publicize? Call

missions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

Bedroom, Reclining
for ‘Sweet Jimmy’ Sofas, Sofas, Mattresses, All Sizes, Reclining Sectional
to go HOME! by Ashley, J. Sneed, Sealy, Serta, Kith & More!!

Jackson-Royal Furniture
Franklin Center » Russellville » 256-332-6721
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‘QUESTIONS,’ from page 1

The average quarterly amount distributed to each rescue squad was
approximately $800, James said, for a total of $3,200 per year.

The Franklin County Fire and Rescue Association receives a quarterly
check from the Franklin County Commission. That money is deposited into
the FCFRA account and checks are then written to each fire department, res-
cue squad and ambulance service for its percentage.

Early this year, the Franklin County Rescue Squad was removed as an
active member of the Franklin County Fire and Rescue Association prior to
allegations of theft surfacing against FCRS President WM 'Pete” Brackin, Jr.

An audit of that organization revealed more than $13,000 in public funds
unaccounted for. Those monies formed the basis of the charges against
Brackin, who was arrested late last month.

According to Franklin County Sheriff Shannon Oliver, the Franklin County
Rescue Squad has not received one emergency call or request for assis-
tance in more than two years. Yet the squad continued to receive quarterly
tobacco tax proceeds and members continued to solicit donations through
last year.

One local citizen, whose spouse was a member of the FCRS, said the time
frame was closer to 3-4 years as to the last call/response made by the organ-
ization.

“They had a baby shower at the rescue squad building,” the citizen, who
wished to remain anonymous, said. “I tried to get the district attorney to do
something about the rescue squad. They weren't answering any calls or
doing anything productive, but they were still getting the money even though
they weren't serving the public.”

That's the issue that bothers James the most. Why were the issues with the
FCRS not discovered earlier, and how can the Franklin County Fire and
Rescue Association improve safeguards to make sure public funds are being
used properly by all organizations who receive them?

Part of the problem is that, until early 2022, the FCRS still met the require-
ments for active membership in the Franklin County Fire and Rescue
Association, so no action could be taken to suspend the organization.

“According to the bylaws the association put in place, to remain an active
member each organization must pay its dues (to the Franklin County Fire
and Rescue Association), have a representative attend two-thirds of regular
meetings, be a member of good standing in the Alabama Association of
Rescue Squads and be authorized by the Franklin County Emergency
Management Agency,” James said.

“They still sent a representative to our monthly meetings and paid their
dues. There was concern from a while as to what mission their organization

Miranda Decker, M.D.
INTERNAL MEDICINE
Comprehensive Adult

Health Care

535 Gandy Street NE
Russellville, AL 35653

256-332-1120
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Edltor to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.
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us out online at franklinfreepress.net!

had and how they were using funds, and their personnel got very minimal like
everybody's, but until we were told by (Franklin County Emergency
Management Agency Director Mary Hallman-Glass) they were no longer rec-
ognized as an active rescue squad, there was nothing we could do,” James
added.

In early 2022, the Russellville Fire Department responded to a structure fire
at 304 Limestone Street, where the Franklin County Rescue Squad building
is located. The main building was not ablaze. Rather, it was a shed behind
the building that was on fire. Investigators discovered there had been some-
one living in the shed, although there were no injuries in the fire, James said.

There were questions
about the amount (or lack
thereof) of equipment in
the FCRS building.

Glass contacted state
officials and learned the
Franklin County Rescue
Squad was not in good
standing at the state
level. She then sent a let-
ter to the Franklin County
Fire and Rescue
Association that stated
the FCRS was no longer
recognized as an active
rescue squad in Franklin
County.

As a result, James said,
the FCRS no longer met
the criteria to receive
public funds, so the
organization was
removed from the tobac-
co tax distribution and its
membership in the
Franklin County Fire and
Rescue Association was
suspended.

“We knew there were questions about their mission, and and they weren't
responding or assisting with calls. When we would see signs of them, there
were always issues with equipment and we wondered where their money
was going,” James said.

“But it was all just conversation because we never got anyone to say they
weren't in good standing with the state. They paid their dues and showed up
at meetings.”

The question, moving forward, is how to prevent this from happening again.
This is the second incident of allegations of mishandling of funds that went
through the Franklin County Fire and Rescue Association. The previous inci-
dent, in 2011, involved an internal theft of funds by an individual, not an
organization.

James believes the Franklin County Fire and Rescue Association needs to
beef up the requirements for active membership to make sure its members
are actively serving the public as good stewards.

“We owe it to the people of Franklin County to come up with a means of
better defining good standing, where there's a requirement that each organ-
ization meet some level of activity and actively be providing a service to
which they should be entitled to funding,” James said. “We're not at the point
where those are all the answers, but | think that's where we're heading.”

Pest Solu’ripns

Pest & Mosquito

Control
256-332-4008

Have an event we can help publicize? Call us at 256-332-0255.

For updates on news and sports throughout the week, visit us
online at www.franklinfreepress.net. Send your letters to the editor
and other creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.
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FREE Curbside Assistance

Mail Order Delivery*
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Starting wages of
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incentive!!

Benefits include: Medical, Dental, Vision,
Vacation, Holidays, 401K and Night Shift
Incentive and Opportunities for Advancement!

Join the Pilgrim's team by
applying in person at our plant on
2045 Hwy. 244 in Russellville,
or online at www.pilgrimsusa.com.
Call 256-768-3707 for more information!

Pilgrim’s is an Equal
Opportunity Employer,
M/FAID.
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from REB to conference attendees.

The beach conference spending comes just months after the Russellville
Electric Board voted to raise rates on electricity more than three percent.
That rate hike was recommended by Canida, who cited “declining revenue”
as the reason to raise REB's rates.

A review of the agenda for the 2022 conference, to be held at the Hilton
Sandestin Beach Resort and Spa, indicates there will be a total of eight hours
of general session conference business over two days.

The conference begins with an opening reception Sunday, July 10, from
5:30-7 p.m.

A four-hour general session is set for Monday, July 11 from 7:30-11:30 a.m.,
followed by an afternoon golf outing, and four more hours of general ses-
sion Tuesday, July 12, from 7:30-11:30 a.m., followed by a chartered deep
sea fishing event.

A 'come and go' closing breakfast is scheduled for Wednesday, July 13 at
7:30 a.m.

Canida serves as the 2022 Chairman of the Board for Electric Cities of
Alabama, so his attendance at the annual meeting is expected. In addition to
Canida, all five Russellville Electric Board members will attend, along with
two employees and the board attorney, according to receipts for room reser-
vations at the Hilton Sandestin Resort and an off-site location, Hidden Dunes
Beach & Tennis Resort in Destin.

The majority of those will stay five nights in a luxury three-bedroom condo-
minium at Hidden Dunes. Of the six staying at Hidden Dunes, all have five
night reservations, beginning on Saturday, July 9, and four of the six booked
three-bedroom condos, all at REB ratepayer expense.

Three reservations were made at the Hilton Sandestin Beach Resort, each
for four nights beginning on July 9, at a rate, tax included, of more than $402
per night.

Additionally, REB ratepayers paid $550 per attendee, for a total of $4,950
just for costs of the conference registration. Additional fees apply for the golf
outing ($100) and the deep sea fishing trip ($150) per person. In order to
attend the annual beach conference, attendees must be affiliated with an
active ECA member. The Russellville Electric Board paid $8,392.10 for ECA
membership dues on October 29, 2021.

In past years, Canida and the board have rented their own private char-
tered fishing vessel, including last year at a cost to ratepayers of $2006.55,
along with additional costs for an ice chest, snacks and drinks for the private
charter.

Previous private charters made by Canida at this conference have cost as
much as $2,740, the total for the 2018 outing, again paid for by ratepayer
funds.

Canida did not respond to requests for an interview so it is not known if
there is a private fishing charter scheduled this year or whether any REB
members will attend the golf outing.

After last year's Electric Cities of Alabama Conference, each attendee
received $824.68 in a per diem check to offset expenses including gas and
meals. That amount will increase this year as a result of higher gas prices
and food costs. The State of Alabama mileage reimbursement rate is now
$.625 per mile.

In each of the past seven years while at this conference, Canida has
charged a meal on his REB credit card for board members, their guests and
the Russellville City Council. These ratepayer-funded meals cost $1,789.27
last July at Wolf Bay Lodge and as much as $3,115.94 in 2018 at Marlin Grill
and a staggering $4,104.89 for one meal at Poppy's Restaurant three years
earlier.

Russellville City Councilman Darren Woodruff, who last attended the ECA
Conference in 2018 when he was on the Russellville Electric Board, said he
did not attend last year's conference and he will not attend this year's either.

“I am not aware of any council member or the mayor planning to attend this
conference,” Woodruff said.

Send your guest columns, recipes, cartoon panels,
letters to the editor and other creative submissions
to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

For updates on news and sports throughout the
week, don’t forget to visit us online at
www.franklinfreepress.net!
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RHS addition move-in ready for 2022-23 school year

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

As he escorted a family on a tour of Russellville High School's new 41,000-
square foot addition Friday morning, Russellville City Schools
Superintendent of Education Heath Grimes paused to reflect on how close
the massive project is to completion.

The building will undergo what Grimes hopes will be a final inspection on
July 6. Once state inspectors give their approval, it will be moving day for the
teachers, administrators and staff who will relocate into the new addition.

Originally set to be completed in December 2021 (by the contractor), the
project took about seven months longer than expected, due in part to
COVID-19 related supply chain issues with building materials.

Grimes said his goal was for the process of moving into the addition to
begin before the end of the 2021-22 school year. That move is now underway
as the 14-classroom building will be open and ready on August 9, the first
day of classes for the 2022-23 school year.

“This is a significant milestone for our school system,” Grimes said. “This
new building will house 14 classrooms and two (science) labs. It meets many
of the needs we had. It creates a great presence as you come off the hill on
Waterloo Road and see our campus.

“We are ready to go. We're just waiting for that July 6th
them to tell us we're good,” he added.

The two-story addition will house RHS administrators and office staff on the
ground floor, along with an administrative wing, teacher's work area and
break room, nurse's office, two counselor offices, a technology classroom
and a large trophy case to house the school's many championship trophies
and awards.

Access into the new addition will be limited to one main entrance, where
RHS' School Resource Officer will be stationed each morning.

Doors will lock when the morning bell rings and visitors may only enter after
being buzzed in by the secretary.

“All of our schools have one entrance except for the high school and that
will change once we open the new addition,” Grimes said.

The second floor will house two state-of-the-art labs, for chemistry and biol-
ogy, and a separate science classroom.

“This was an area of need we had because chemistry and biology classes

“FLillrop
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2563988931
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OW SEFCAST

ORERKFRY Lunch

Mol 10 11-2, Mon.-Fri., Sun

Meat & 3 Veggies
$8.99 w/drink

Meat & 2 Veggies
$7.99 w/drink

808 Ronnie McDowell Ave

inspection and for

Russellville

Don’t forget to visit us on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!

are sharing one lab right now, and it was a bit outdated,” Grimes said.

Other second floor classrooms will include art, English Second Language
(ESL), Spanish and Special Education, Grimes said.

Funding for the $12.3 million addition comes primarily from a $10.7 million
bond issue from the City of Russellville and Russellville City Schools, along
with $1.6 million from a combination of the general fund, capital outlay fund
and some state bond funds.

The next phase of capital projects at RHS will involve the Career Tech
Building, Grimes said.

Although there is not sufficient funding to replace the existing building, it will
be renovated and four classrooms added in what is described as 'Phase Two'
of the project. The building will also have an entrance that looks similar to the

new addition, Grimes said. - )
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PHOTO BY JOHN PILATI
The new addition to Russellville High School, above, is currently being
moved into and will be ready for the first day of classes for the 2022-23
school year.
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RAMONA REED AUTO SALES
256.398.8751

2001 Chevrolet
Corvette
ONLY $13,900

“Let us help you find financing
for YOUR dream car!”
N

o Driver’s License - No Problem! |

For updates on news and sports throughout the week,
visit us on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!

Send your guest columns, letters to the editor and other
creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.



YARD SALES clothing, furniture,

DVDs, books,
Multi-Family Yard appliances.
Sale. Saturday,
July 9. 6 a.m.- Yard Sale.
until. 150 Hovater  Friday/Saturday,
Circle, July 8/9. 8 a.m.-
Russellville. until. Highway 43
Men's/Women'’s South next to

Don Enrique,
Agent

enriqueshomes(@yahoo.com

Servicios Generales
de Sequros y Vivienda

256-740-2356

L]

Rancho Viejo
Restaurant.

FOR FREE

Pitbull-lab mix
puppies for
FREE. Are ready
as of July 1st. at
six weeks old.
Call (256)-412-
8280 or (256)-
810-7119.

FOR SALE

Cub Cadet Z-
Force Zero Turn
50-inch lawn-
mower.
Completely
rebuilt. $900. Call
(256)-436-7684.

Husqvarna riding
mower for sale.
36-inch, 12 HP

mower. $600.
Call (256)-291-

Red Bay
Hospital

5587.

Blue metal twin
bed for sale. Over
a full futon. $100.

Call (256)-483-

3675.

2003 Ford
Expedition. Green
in color. Excellent
condition, garage

kept. Low

mileage. Best

offer accepted.

Call (256)-668-
9194,

Exercise bike for

sale. Like new.

$40. Call (256)-
324-4893.

Decoration flow-
ers for sale. All
kinds. 911 Adams
St. NW,
Russellville.

30 bronze storm

WE MAKE IT EASY

FOR YOU TO STAY HOME!

CHOOSE |

ECHOCARDIOGRAMS 1

ULTRASOUND ®»

LAB

PHYSICAL THERAPY

MAMMOGRAPHY

X-RAY @

IV INFUSIONS

LT

MRI

doors for sale.
$250 for all. You
must pick up.
Most in good con-
dition. Call (256)-
668-5480.

2001 Dodge
Magnum truck for
sale. 96,000
miles. Good
motor, transmis-
sion. Body in fair
condition. $2,500
OBO. Call (256)-
324-2407.

Three hanging
wall heaters for
sale. $150 for all
three. 220-volt.
Northstar pres-
sure washer for
sale. $75 OBO or

work trade. (256)-
324-2407.

LOOKING TO
BUY

CAROTID DOPPLER STUDIES

Want to buy a
cabin on one of
the lakes in
Franklin County.
Call (256)-996-
2699.

FOR RENT

1 BR apartment
for rent.
Furnished.
Private entrance
with patio. Call
(256)-332-5081
or (256)-627-
1916.

2 BR apartment
for rent. Large
yard with covered
patio and central
air. Call (256)-
332-5081 or
(256)-627-1916.

Franklin Free
Press Classified
Rates
Yard Sale Rates:

c -
oy B N
256.332.0255

BUSINESS * LOST & FOUND * GARAGE SALES « PETS * APPLIANCES * HELP WANTED « SERVICES * APPLIANCES * CLOTHING * FURNITURE

FREE, Deadline
Monday at Noon;
Real Estate-
Homes, acreage,
lots for sale or
rent. $25 for six
consecutive
weeks. Up to 40
words per ad;
Vehicles, Boats,
RVs, Motorcycles
for sale. $15 for
six consecutive
weeks. Up to 25
words per ad;
Pets For Sale
only $10 for six
consecutive
weeks. Up to 25
words per ad;
Free of Charge:
Lost & Found,
Giveaways, and
Items Under $100
(Private Parties
Only).15-word
limit; Commercial
Classified Rates:
$25 for
Businesses, 15

words or less for
Six weeks. Ads
exceeding word
limit add $10 per
additional 15
words. The num-
ber in parenthe-
ses represents
the number of
times the ad has
appeared. Call us
at 256-332-0255
to place, cancel
or renew your ad.
Payment is
required in
advance of publi-
cation for ads.

ALASCAN
SERVICES

BEST SATEL-
LITE TV with 2
Year price
Guarantee!
$59.99/mo. with
190 Channels
and 3 months

(256) 356-9532

HELENKELLER.COM/RED-BAY-HOSPITAL

free premium
movie channels!

Free next day
installation! Call
1-855-943-1314.

WANT YOUR ad
to be seen in 120
newspapers
statewide? Place
your ad in our
Classified
Network for just
$210 per week!
Make one call to
this newspaper (a
participating ALA-
SCAN member)
or call 1-800-264-
7043 to find out
how easy it is to
advertise
statewide!



Auto, Home, Life Insurance
English and Spanish

Real deal with a local feel,
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.

Hamilton hired as
Tharptown head
football coach

Michael Rice
Franklin Free Press

THARPTOWN - Russellville's Jacob Hamilton
had a big month of June.

Not only did Hamilton marry his fiance
Savannah, he also accepted a job as Tharptown
High School's new head football coach.

Hamilton started coaching football at Deshler
High School, where he was a linebacker coach.
He served as strength and conditioning coach at
Phil Campbell High School, followed by a stint on
the Carbon Hill High School staff.

The 2018 Russellville High School graduate was
a standout linebacker for the Golden Tigers. .He
earned his degree from Athens State University in
2021.

Hamilton has learned how to transition from a
player to a coach. Hamilton also learned to over-
come adversity when the 2018 Deshler Tigers fin-

See ‘HAMILTON,’ Page 14

Pest Solu’ripps

Pest & Mosquito

Control
256-332-4008

Scotty Wood, Agent
137680 Highway 43 Ste 6, Russallville, AL 336353
296-332-0052
scotiy@agantscotty, com
agentscotty . com

o StateFarm
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113 Washington Ave. NW
Russellville,AL 35653
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Former RHS standout P.J. Winston was hired as the new head girls basketball coach at
Covenant Christian High School and continues a family legacy deeply-rooted in basketball.

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

P.J. Winston, much like his two younger broth-
ers, can't remember a time when two things—
basketball and music—weren't a central part of
his life.

Winston, the oldest of three children of Harlan
“Peaches” and Linda Winston of Russellville, was
named girls varsity basketball coach last week at
Covenant Christian High School.

Winston will serve in a part-time capacity and
will not join the school's faculty. He was an assis-
tant coach for Covenant's 1A state championship
boys basketball team last year,

There's a strong connection between the
Winston family and Covenant Christian, as P.J.'s
brother Bobby serves as an assistant varsity bas-
ketball coach, and will soon be taking a full-time
position with the school.

Their youngest brother Siran continues his
career as 'Too Tall' with the internationally
acclaimed Harlam Globetrotters.

As you see, basketball is a central part of their
lives, as is praise and worship singing. PJ and
Bobby are fixtures in the praise and worship
music at Mt. Pleasant Missionary Baptist Church
in Leighton, where their father serves as Minister
of Music.

Winston and his wife Le Joy, a teacher at
Russellville Elementary School, have three chil-
dren. Known most of his life as 'P.J.," Winston's
actual name is the same as his father's—Harlan
Lindsey Winston. So where did the nickname PJ
come from?

“One of my dad's best friends, Primus James,
passed away, so PJ is a tribute in his honor, and
it also fit 'Peaches Junior,' so there were two ways
it came about,” Winston said.

Winston inherits a program that reached the
Hanceville Regional Tournament in Coach Bill
Deegan's final year, so he has some talent to
work with. While his coaching experience is pri-
marily with boys basketball, Winston looks for-
ward to the role of coaching girls, who have a bet-
ter ability to learn the game, he said.

“The only big difference is when you're dealing
with boys basketball, it's more of the physical side
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COURTESY PHOTO
Winston, above with family, takes over a
Covenant Christian girls basketball team that
reached the regional tournament in Hanceville
a season ago.
of the game,” Winston said. “Girls pick up the
game so quickly and if they love the game like
these girls do, that happens fast.
“I'm going to be completely honest and an open
book with my players. And | want them to be the
See ‘GAME,’ Page 13

Don’t forget to visit us online at www.franklinfreepress.net!
Contact us at 256-332-0255 or franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.
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‘GAME,” from page 11

same way with me. The only way to build a relationship is through trust, and
that's about being open and available,” he added.

A 2000 Russellville High School graduate, Winston was a standout athlete
on the Golden Tiger varsity basketball team. His playing career continued at
Shelton State Community College and Cumberland University in Lebanon,
Tennessee, where he earned his Business Administration degree. Winston
also received a Masters Degree in Business Administration from the
University of North Alabama.

Winston attributes his love of coaching from several former coaches he
played under and trained with, including Luther Tiggs, Shelton State Coach
Barry Mohun and former RHS coach Glen Elmore.

“l did some training under Luther when | was playing and he helped me a
lot,” Winston said. “Coach Elmore was such a players' coach and you could
always talk to him. And my coach at Shelton, Coach Mohun, was a big influ-
ence on me.

“l took a little bit from all three of those men about the way they coached
their teams, how they motivated their players and the schemes they ran,”
Winston added.

JOB OPPORTUNITY

CITY OF RUSSELLVILLE

STREET DEPARTMEMT
LABLRER

BIMIFLN REQUIREMEMTS: Mo written t=st is required. Employee will b=
required to perform various types of routine manual labor, which gre repetitive in
nature, Such tasks may include but not be limited 1o the ToBowing: loading and
urdoading trucks filled with dirt, béocks, pipe, and other materials used for street
repair; showveling asphalt; installstion of drain pipes; mowing grass and weed eat-
ing; digging ditches and &2ny other activities 28 are described inthe job descrip-
bian, The ability to Nl al least 50 pounds iy b reguired

CUALIFICATICONS: Any combination of training, experence and sufficient
physical health and atrength to perform heavy manual work under
inclement conditions

THE CITY OF RUSSELLVILLE 15 AN EQUAL SPPORTUMITY EMPLOYER.
All qualified applicants will recelve consideration without regard to race,
religicsn,  colar, sex, naticnal  origin, political affiliation, digability, or any othes
non-ment facton, The city of Bussallville ancourages applications for positions
in all protective service departments from women in an atbempt o
incregss  their representation is protective service
departments

Applications may be obtained at the Russsllvile City Hall, Office of the
blayar, 304 Marth Jackson Avenus,

Applications must be refurmed no later than Juby 8, 2022 by ULS, Mail to:
The Russelivile Civil Service Board
F 0. Box 308
Russzallville, AL 35653
The averzge pay for this posibon Is 522 734,40 = 35 02720,

The appoinbess will be required to successfully complete a physical examination
including dreg and alcohaol.

Send your guest columns, recipes, cartoon panels, letters to the editor
and other creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.
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* Health Screenings

256.331.2700
16225 Hwy 43 » Suite 1

.l RUSSELLVILLE
l. HOSPITAL

% NOJ BI‘IEI]I'I’ WE[EINANCH

09 GMC Acadia
$2200 Down
07 Toyota RAV4
$2500 Down
02 Mitsubishi Montero
$1200 Down

04 Ford F150
$1500 Down
09 Chevy HHR
$1500 Down
08 Ford Fusion
$1200 Down
11 Ford Taurus 08 Honda Odyssey
52000 Down S$800 Down
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256.383.7979 - 256.710.3711
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‘HAMILTON,’ from page 11

ished their regular season a disappointing 5-5. Following their 5-5 cam-
paign, the Tigers made a run in the playoffs all the way to the state finals
where they lost to UMS-Wright.

Hamilton joined the football staff at Carbon Hill High School before getting
the opportunity to interview for the vacancy at Tharptown.

Hamilton said the program stood out to him because of how fast the school
is growing. He sees the possibility that Tharptown could become a 3A school
in the next few years.

“When | interviewed, | was very impressed with the facilities. They have
been upgraded well,” Hamilton said. “This community is hungry for a suc-
cessful athletic program and it all starts with football.”

Hamilton’s expectations for the job are getting to know the kids and getting
them installed into his system. Hamilton said he’s looking forward to building
competitiveness within his players.

“We will take this process one step at a time and build towards the future.
I'm excited to be a part of that,” Hamilton said.

With Tharptown being a relatively new program, Hamilton will face some
obstacles unlike other places he's coached, but he is optimistic his passion
for the game, his energy and enthusiasm, along with his ability to relate to
the kids, will get them to buy in to his program and get them excited.

“Something beautiful is going to happen in Tharptown,” Hamilton said.

3

.

Hamilton, above, will take over a Tharptown program still in search of
its first playoff appearance after coaching stops at Carbon Hill, Phil
Campbell and Deshler.

PUBLIC
NOTICE

RUSSELLVILLE HOUSING
AUTHORITY SECTION 8 (HCV
PROGRAM) IS NOW ACCEPTING
NAMES FOR A WAITING LIST.
COME IN THE OFFICE MONDAY
JULY 11TH THRU THURSDAY
JULY 28TH 7:00 AM UNTIL 4:00
PM TO DO A PRE-APPLICATION.
MESSAGES WILL NOT BE
ACCEPTED.

THURSDAY -THURSDAY
JULY 11- JULY 28, 2022

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

73 FLIPPEN STREET




PUBLIC NOTICE

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE ALABAMA ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLE
ACT, ALABAMA CODE SECTIONS 32-13-1 THROUGH 32-13-8, THE FOL-
LOWING MOTOR VEHICLE WILL BE SOLD FOR CASH AT 10:30 A.M.,
ON JANUARY 11, 2020, AT M&N WRECKER & SERVICE CENTER, 11833
HWY. 43 SOUTH, RUSSELLVILLE, AL, 35653. SELLER RESERVES THE
RIGHT TO REJECT ANY BID AND THE RIGHT TO BID. SELLER WILL
ACCEPT SEALED BIDS THROUGH 5 P.M.,

AUGUST 17TH, 2022, AT THE LOCATION DESCRIBED ABOVE. BIDS
WILL BE OPENED ONSITE AT M&N WRECKER & SERVICE CENTER ON
JANUARY 11, 2020 AT 10:30 A.M.

2014 Toyota Corolla
5YFBURHEGEP083903

2008 Honda Accord EX-L
1HGCP36888A031513

2005 Ford Escape
1FMYU02Z35KA782996

2000 Chevrolet S Truck Xtreme
1GCCS1448YK180466

Village at Oliver Place

s Apartments & Townhomes
— Water included starting at:

S

205.993.5005. * Pike Avenue = Phil Eaﬁphell
TDD (Hearing impaired) 800.548.2546

Kevin G. Kelly, M.D.
Serving your family for over 3Q.u8ars

Urgent Care |

';"'.fnllf 11 Climic

o W g s

Mo Appointment Needed
13150 Hwy. 43 Suite 10

Russellville, AL
[intersecticn of Hwy. 24 and Hwy, 43)

Send your guest columns, recipes, cartoon panels, letters to the editor
and other creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.
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A BEAUTIFUL
BACKYARD

You can rediscover the Great American Outdoors
in your backyard with STIHL tools made right here
in the United States.

STARTING AT

AGAL 29 BATERY MS 170 MS 250
HANDHELD BLOWER CHAIN SAW CHAIN SAW
$149.99

Includes charger and built-in battery. $ 1 5 9 - 9 9

* % % % % XRX XX

"Light weight and easy to use."
- Haefdh

"Powerful and lightweight."

- Kevin2376

$199.99

L. 8. 8.8,

"It starts easily and runs great."

- Dick44

$399.99

5 8. 8.0.

"A great value and dependable."

- Holly501

KIEL EQUIPMENT

14696 Hwy 43 | Russellville, Alabama | www.kielequipment.com

All prices are DSRP at participating dealers while supplies last. 'The actual listed guide bar length may vary from the effective
cutting length based on which powerhead it is installed on. ©2022 STIHL
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