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San Jose State
track proposal 
for Santa Clara
County Fairgrounds
– SEE PAGE 18

Italian Family Festa
celebrates 40th year
at History Park San
Jose on Aug. 20, 21
– SEE PAGE 10

Missing the water mark
Californians are missing the

recommended water saving target
– SEE PAGE 4

San Jose Unified
School District
Board reverses
earlier decision to
phase out police on
school campuses

By William Bellou
Publisher  

T
he San Jose Unified
School District Board has
reversed its earlier deci‐

sion to phase out police on
school campuses.

The board, in a unanimous
decision earlier this month,
approved extending more than
two dozen contracts with San
Jose Police Department officers
that allows principals and
school staff to use the officers
at its middle and high schools
through at least June 2023. 

Carla Collins, president of the
San Jose Unified School Board
said many school staff and prin‐
cipals have requested the dis‐
trict continue their relation‐
ship with SJPD for their own
campus’s safety. 

According to an agreement
between the district and the
police department, the officers
help maintain “a safe and
secure campus, develop posi‐
tive relationships with stu‐
dents, and aid district staff in
the disposition of prohibited
or illegal items confiscated on
school grounds.” 

The officers will be paid $70
an hour and up to $25,000 per
year, for a maximum total of
$800,000. School resource offi‐
cers are sworn law enforce‐
ment officers who are respon‐
sible for safety and crime pre‐
vention on school grounds. 

There was a bit of contro‐
versy last year when the school
board split its vote at its June
2021 board meeting to sever
its contract with the police
department. The school board’s

See CAMPUSES, page 5
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National Night Out
2022 celebration
slated for Aug. 2

O
n Tuesday, August 2, neighborhoods par‐
ticipating in National Night Out events
throughout San José are asked to join in a

city‐wide effort to strengthen their community
by planning an event with their neighbors. 

Residents are encouraged to light up their street
by turning on outside lights and spending the
evening with your community and local police
department. 

National Night Out is an annual crime preven‐
tion event and community‐building campaign
that is sponsored nationally by the National Asso‐
ciation of Town Watch and co‐sponsored local‐
ly by the San José Police Department. 

More than 38 million people across the coun‐
try are expected to participate in National Night
Out efforts to strengthen partnerships between
neighbors and local law enforcement agencies.

National Night Out is designed to:

• Strengthen neighborhood spir‐
it and police/community partner‐
ships

• Heighten crime prevention
awareness

• Generate support for, and par‐
ticipation in, local crime prevention
efforts 

Neighborhoods will be hosting a variety of
events ranging from small potlucks and BBQ’s to
block parties. Some additional event ideas include,
but are not limited to, ice cream socials, games,

contests, food or clothing donations,
plan a clean‐up day to beautify a
common area, discuss neighbor‐
hood issues or set neighborhood
goals, discuss or plan a Neighbor‐
hood Watch Program. It is an oppor‐
tunity to be creative, have fun and
celebrate your neighborhood! 

For any further questions about National Night
Out contact the Crime Prevention Unit at (408)
277‐4133 and speak with any of the National
Night Out Planning Team staff members. 

30,000 joyfully celebrate 4th 
of July at Almaden Lake Park

By William Bellou
Publisher 

M
ore than 30,000 people cel‐
ebrated Independence Day
at the 7th Annual 4th of July

Fireworks Festival at Almaden Lake
Park. 

It was a picture‐perfect day at the
park with people visiting the many
booths, participating in a costume
contest, enjoying the various food
trucks, while others enjoyed the
beautiful day sitting on blankets,
chairs and under canopies.

Presented by the Office of Coun‐
cilmember Matt Mahan, the annual
patriotic event has become a tradition
with a safe place to watch an amaz‐
ing fireworks show and also to honor
those who have served our country. 

The spectacular fireworks show
was again produced by Craig Cutright
of Devastating Pyrotechnics. Craig

and Devastating Pyrotechnics never
disappoint the large enthusiastic
crowd with their amazing show. 

Upbeat show kicks off cele‑
bration 

This year's event started at 3 p.m.

to the sounds of Snarky Cats,
Almaden Valley residents George
and Cindy Nowicki's live band. Pete
G. Magic performed his annual
magic show, Cub Scouts from Pack
286 performed the flag ceremo‐

ny, and students from Vivace Youth
Chorus sang the National Anthem.
A Most Patriotic Contest was held,
where the Best Patriotic Family;
Best Patriotic Teen and Best

See FOURTH, page 16

A picture-perfect celebration

More than 30,000 people celebrated Independence Day at the 7th Annual 4th of July Fireworks Festival at Almaden Lake Park. 
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W
ater usage numbers
released last week show
that Californians contin‐

ue to miss conservation targets by
a large margin.

The state is currently in a severe
drought (97%) and (59%) in an
extreme drought, the third and
fourth most severe of five drought
categories. 

Last July, Governor Newsom
declared a drought emergency and
asked California residents to vol‐
untarily cut urban water use by
15% compared with 2020 levels.

The emergency request has fallen
on deaf ears.

Northern Californians reduced
consumption by 8.5% in May,
Southern California regions fell far
short at just 2.2% and dragged the
statewide reduction in use to 3.1%
compared with May 2020. 

Will Governor Newsom’s threat‐
ened crackdown in upcoming,
mandatory conservation targets
for each city take place?  Some say
it is similar to what former Gov.
Jerry Brown imposed during Cal‐
ifornia’s last drought.

Newsom spokeswoman Erin
Mellon called the May numbers a
positive trend but said more needs
to be done. “Individuals and Cali‐
fornia businesses need to step up,”
Mellon said. 

Two day limit 
In May, Newsom told the agen‐

cies to step up outreach and edu‐
cation efforts to communicate the
urgency of the crisis to the public.
A few weeks later, the state water
board required most cities and
water districts to limit outdoor
watering to two days a week and
ban the irrigation of “nonfunctional
turf,” or grass at office parks and
industrial sites, but not at schools,
parks or golf courses. 

Almaden residents
Lucid and Stromfeld
named to Dean's
List at Rochester
Institute of 
Technology

Two Almaden residents, Con‑
stance Lucid (above right), indus‐
trial design program, and Max
Stromfeld (above left), graphic
design program, have been named
to the Dean's List at Rochester

Institute of Technology for the
spring 2022 semester:

Full‐time degree‐seeking under‐
graduate students are eligible for
Dean's List if their term GPA is
greater than or equal to 3.400.

Rochester Institute of Technol‐
ogy is home to leading creators,
entrepreneurs, innovators and
researchers. Founded in 1829, RIT
enrolls about 19,700 students in
more than 200 career‐oriented
and professional programs, mak‐
ing it among the largest private
universities in the U.S.
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N O T E B O O K

P
ursuit of Excellence – South Bay has awarded
scholarships to six students from Los Gatos High
School, Lincoln High School and Pioneer High

School.  
These six college bound students were selected from

over 30 applicants for the financial aid and mentor‐
ship provided by POE South Bay during their college
careers.

POE‐South Bay is an all‐volunteer scholarship and
mentorship program that was founded in 2015 and
has supported more than 45 students. Each student
receives a scholarship for each year of the college career
and in paired with a mentor who helps their student
navigate the challenges of college.  

“We are interested in supporting first‐generation,
low‐income college bound students who have shown
the commitment, drive and community involvement
that will help them succeed in college,” said Rosemary
Rossi of Los Gatos, president of POE‐ South Bay.

“We are focused on the good student, who has worked
hard, been involved in community activities, maybe
worked as well, and who would benefit from both our
financial support and our mentors,” explained Donna
Guldimann of Saratoga, the POE‐South Bay co‐founder.
“Our scholarships range from $2,00 to $5,00 per year
depending on the student’s need.”

This year’s recipients
From Lincoln High School: Adriana Herrera will be

attending West Valley Community College for a three‐
year pre architecture program with plans to transfer.

Beleny Quiroz will be attending Santa Clara Univer‐
sity and plans to major in computer science.

Jaziel Trujillo will be attending San Jose State Uni‐
versity and plans to major in engineering.

From Pioneer High School: Eman Abdella will be
attending UC Santa Barbara as a Zoology major with
plans to become a veterinarian.

Mahsa Ileslamlou will be attending UCLA to major
in computer science.

Kevin Cueller will be attending San Jose State Uni‐
versity majoring in business.

From Los Gatos High School: Michaela France will
be attend Sacramento State University and plans to
major in nursing.

About PEO‑South Bay
POE‐South Bay focuses on helping each student com‐

plete college with as little debt as possible. With the
support of their mentors, POE Scholars find summer
jobs and internships, select classes that will satisfy
their graduation requirements and learn to manage
their time to be successful in college.   

From Left: Kevin Cuellar, Michaele France, Adriana Herrera, Mahsa Ileslamlou, Eman Abdella, Beleny Quiroz.  Not
shown Jaziel Trujillo.

POE-South Bay awards scholarships to seven seniorsCalifornia’s water saving
target missing in action 

IN MEMORY

Francia Oborn Stephens
September 23, 1939 - April 22, 2022
Taught at Almaden Country School

F
rancia Oborn Stephens passed away on April 22,
2022 in San Jose.  She was born
to Julia and Frank Oborn on Sep‐

tember 23, 1939, in Ogden, Utah. Fran‐
cia studied drama at Weber State Uni‐
versity where she met Hal Stephens. 

They were married in the LDS Tem‐
ple in Salt Lake City, Utah. After mov‐
ing to San Jose, California in 1961, Fran‐
cia continued her education at San Jose
State University, earning a Bachelor’s
Degree in Art and a Master’s Degree in
English Literature. Francia and Hal had
seven children together, Daniel, David,

Jonathan, Michael, Joseph, Katharine and Benjamin. 
She was a caring mother, devoted friend, and gener‐

ous neighbor. She loved sending her children to the
neighbors to deliver freshly‐baked cookies and bread.
Francia was a talented and creative artist, writer, poet,
actor, director, singer, teacher, and quilter. 

She taught at Almaden Country School, San Jose State
University, and many of the community colleges in the

South Bay. She directed and performed
in local community theater, and she
was active in the LDS Church for many
years. 

Francia is survived by her sister,
Linda, her children, David, Jonathan,
Joseph, Katharine and Benjamin, and
twelve grandchildren. She is sorely
missed by all who knew and loved her. 

A memorial service was held for
Francia on July 16 at the LDS church
building,  6625 Camden Ave. in San
Jose.
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Campuses
Continued from page 1
decision to end the SJPD contract followed
civil rights protests demanding police reform
after the killing of George Floyd by a Min‐
neapolis police officer, and a yearlong debate
about the impact of law enforcement’s pres‐
ence on school campuses.

“I think what we have is an alternative.
We have not returned to full‐time officers
on all campuses,” Collins said. “I stand by
my June vote to remove cops from cam‐
puses, but said, “the move was a mistake
because there wasn’t a plan put in place
ready to go to address what it meant for stu‐
dents and staff without officers on campus.” 

Some community activists are angered by
the contract extensions and they believe the

school board is turning its back on them and
ignoring requests to channel money spent
on cops into on‐site hiring of full‐time men‐
tal health therapists to meet the needs of
vulnerable students. 

Michael Berwald, a science and leader‐
ship teacher at Bret Harte Middle School, said
that every campus has different needs. 

“As a teacher, ensuring students have a
comfortable learning environment at school
trumps the presence of cops on school cam‐
puses,” said Berwald. “Students learn best
when they’re comfortable… so if they’re not
feeling safe or comfortable because they’re
threatened by a police officer patrolling the
hallways and targeting or discriminating
kids of their color that look like them; they’re
not going to feel safe on campus.” 

SJUSD Board members unanimously vote to approve funding for police officers on campus. 
Photo by Annalise Freimarck, San Jose Spotlight
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Road improvements
coming to Almaden
and Camden

T
he Santa Clara County Board of Super‐
visors recently approved an inter‐
section improvement project at

Almaden Expressway and Camden Avenue
in San Jose. 

A second left turn lane will be added in
each direction of Almaden Expressway to
provide both safety and ease of use at the
intersection of Almaden Expressway and
Camden Avenue. 

“This stretch of expressway needs
improvement, no question about it,” said
County Supervisor Joe Simitian, who recent‐
ly started representing Almaden Valley as
a result of the County’s redistricting. “This
portion of Almaden Expressway has gen‐
erated considerable comment and concern
in the community. The sooner we tackle the
problem, the better.”

Improvements will also include recon‐
figuring existing median islands, installing
new pavement striping and markings,
repairing curb, gutter, and sidewalk, upgrad‐
ing existing curb ramps in compliance with
current standards, and removing two trees
where second left turn lanes will be added. 

In addition, new traffic signals and poles
will be installed which will include an upgrade
of pedestrian push buttons, installation of
pedestrian motion sensors, and re‐phasing
the intersection to improve the traffic flow.

The first step in the intersection improve‐
ment project is for the Roads and Airports
Department to advertise for a public solici‐
tation for bids, which opened July 21, 2022,
at 2 p.m. 

San Jose Airport
gets funding for
disability upgrades

By Jack Delaney
San José Spotlight

T
raversing San Jose’s airport will get
easier for people with disabilities
thanks to future accessibility

upgrades.
The Federal Aviation Administration is

allocating $10 million toward improving
accessibility at Mineta San Jose Interna‐
tional Airport, Congressmember Zoe Lof‐
gren said in a statement last week. The fund‐
ing is part of a bipartisan infrastructure
package providing $25 billion in total to
airports over five years, of which $1.5 bil‐
lion will likely go to California airports.

“Americans with disabilities should be
able to travel and access airport amenities
fully and equally,” Lofgren said. “I supported
the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act
to upgrade our infrastructure in California
and nationwide. These funds will help
improve Mineta San Jose International Air‐
port and ensure it is accessible to everyone
in our community.”

A 2018 study conducted by Jensen Hugh‐
es, an outside firm hired by the San Jose air‐
port, found 1,760 accessibility issues.  Though

the airport is involved in a larger accessibility
overhaul that includes exterior improve‐
ments, the federal funds will support work
inside the two terminals. Potential changes
include lowering flight information display
screens to be more visible to people with
limited vision, adding low railings for trav‐
elers who navigate spaces with a cane and
adjusting ramp slopes. Work is scheduled to
begin later this year.

Representatives with the San Jose Peace
& Justice Center, Disability Rights Califor‐
nia, Parents Helping Parents and the Sili‐
con Valley Independent Living Center did
not respond to requests for comment.

Airport spokesperson Scott Wintner told

San José Spotlight the proposed changes
are mostly small adjustments to bring facil‐
ities up to code, but will have a major impact.

“If the slope of a surface is a degree or
two off, people who have full mobility might
not notice. But for someone in a wheelchair,
it might make a big difference,” he said.

Director of Aviation John Aitken thanked
Lofgren in a statement for her advocacy and
support of the airport.

“This grant will support improvements
that are core to our mission of making trav‐
el through Mineta San Jose International
Airport easy and efficient for all travelers,”
Aitken said.

This is the most recent effort to address

accessibility at the airport. In December
2020, SJC began its Sunflower Lanyard ini‐
tiative, which allows travelers to subtly indi‐
cate to airport workers that they have a dis‐
ability. In March of this year, it briefly pilot‐
ed the use of autonomous wheelchairs,
though officials have not yet decided
whether to pursue this as a long‐term option.

“As an airport, one of our unique features
is that we’re easy to get in and out of,” Wint‐
ner said. “We want that to be true not just
for people who enjoy being able to park
close to the terminal, or have a short walk
to the gate, but also for all people—regard‐
less of accessibility challenges they may
face.”
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San Jose Chamber 
celebrating its 40 year
anniversary at its
Annual BBQ August 25 

By Tony Mirenda
It’s that time of year again! 
The San Jose Chamber Annual BBQ is

quickly approaching and this year we are
celebrating our 40 year anniversary! 

We’re firing up the BBQ Grill (a grill for
500+ that is) and looking forward to a great

night of networking, drinks, and fun. Come
join us as we continue to once again cele‐
brate camaraderie and good fellowship in
our wonderful San Jose Summer weather!

Sponsorships and group ticket packages
are available for purchase and can be split
between companies. VERY affordable indi‐
vidual tickets are available as well by acti‐
vating this link in your favorite browser:
https://lnkd.in/gqzBZ5eq

Mark your calendars for Thursday, August
25 from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. and we’ll see
you there!

For more information, contact Kathryn
at: kathryns@sjchamber.com.
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Free admission for 
the entire family

T
he 2022 Italian Family Festa is back
and better than ever August 20‐21 cel‐
ebrating its 40th anniversary at His‐

tory Park San Jose. Admission is free.
The Italian American Heritage Founda‐

tion announced the return of Italian Fam‑
ily Festa after two years as it gears up to
share their Italian culture hospitality with
the Bay Area community. The festivities
begin on Saturday, August 20 from 11:00
a.m.  – 8:00 p.m. and Sunday, August 21,
11:00 a.m.  – 6:00 p.m. 

Community support
“We are thrilled to be back after two years

and grateful for the community support, vol‐
unteers, plus grants from the City of San Jose
and County of Santa Clara that make this fes‐
tival possible,” said Nancy Morreale, Festa
Director. “With everything going on make sure
to make time for our daily grape stomp and
a marionette show each day, and don’t forget
our Festa Wine Tasting Garden, presented by
The Sobrato Philanthropies, which will fea‐
ture local Italian wineries and is always a pop‐
ular activity.” 

Family emphasized
This year will be a Festa to remember.

”The Foundation announced it is empha‐
sizing the family at Italian Family Festa
with the addition of a new children’s area,
Ragazzi Zona, sponsored by Harker School.
The new additions are set in a large grass
area where families can relax and children
can hear Italian story tellers, enjoy crafts,
and learn some Italian along with all the
fun,” Morreale said.

Musical performances 
“This year, the Roma Stage will feature

musical acts with performances from Mike
Annuzzi, Blue House, Bella Ciao, John
DeMers, a tribute to Sinatra and our “Sat‐
urday Night Street Dance” with Livewire,
a Bay Area favorite tribute band,” said Mor‐
reale. “A special Sunday only Festa favorite,
the performance by the Anthony “Nino”
Lane Band, will bring all generations of
music lovers together.”

Culinary secrets shared
FESTA goers can unwind and enjoy a

culinary demonstration on the La Cucina
Galbani® Cooking Stage with Galbani’s
celebrity Mark Sciortino “Chef Marco” along
with a variety of local chefs all sharing their
culinary secrets with you. Galbani® will
also host the cheese log building contest
for kids each day.

“Of course, we haven’t forgotten all the
favorite things that make our Festa unique,”
said Morreale.  “Our Cultural Village, pre‐
sented by JP Napoli Companies, will fea‐
ture presentations on local Italian history,
the lace makers are back demonstrating
the lost art of Italian lace, and the Italian
Renaissance Swordsmanship Academy, a
local group, will be reenacting medieval
sword fights and sharing their experience
and knowledge.”

Navy brass band honored
This year the foundation is honored to

host the United States Navy brass band,
along with a few friendly Naval robots that
love to share and show off for the crowd. 

So, grab a glass of wine, fill up on Italian
food and enjoy a day in our Italy right here
in Santa Clara Valley at the 2022 Italian Fam‑
ily Festa!  

See FESTA, next page

Italian Family Festa returns 
celebrating its 40th year at 
History Park San Jose Aug. 20-21

Bella Ciao

“Saturday Night Street Dance” 
with Livewire

The entire family will enjoy the Italian Family Festa (pictured: the 2019 event).



50TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE PARK CHARTER FUND

Enjoy a 
free day at 
County Parks

I
n honor of the 50th anniversary of the
Park Charter Fund, Santa Clara County
Parks is offering free admission to all

Santa Clara County Parks on Saturday, July
30, 2022. 

Residents are encouraged to celebrate
the day recreating outdoors at any one of
the 28 County Parks. Visit www.parkhere.rg
for a listing of parks. 

The 50th anniversary of the Park Char‐
ter Fund celebrates the fund’s milestones
and accomplishments over the past fifty
years. 

In 1972, Santa Clara County voters over‐
whelmingly first approved the Park Char‐
ter Fund. The passing of the Charter Fund
accelerated the growth of parklands by
enabling the department to acquire new
lands and expand the County’s regional
parks and trails network, primarily in and
around urban areas to now upwards of
52,000 acres and over 300 miles of trails. 

In 2016, the Park Charter was renewed
by voters and will be in effect until 2032.
Beyond the expansion of parklands and
trails, the Park Charter Fund has signifi‐
cantly enhanced the lifestyles, health and
wellbeing of county residents, as well as
preserving parklands for future genera‐
tions, assisting in the reduction of wildfires

and reducing the impact of climate change. 
Don Rocha, Director of County Parks,

shares his appreciation to Santa Clara Coun‐
ty voters. “If not for their foresight and deep
appreciation for parks and open space, and
its contribution to mental and physical
health and the quality of life for all resi‐
dents of Santa Clara County, we would not
have this amazing system of parks and open
space, recreational amenities and programs
that contribute to education, preservation
and overall wellbeing of the community.”

Santa Clara County Parks and Recreation
Department has provided recreational
opportunities, beautiful parks and precious
natural resources for Santa Clara County res‐
idents for more than 60 years. This golden
legacy has resulted in one of the largest
regional park systems in the State of Cali‐
fornia. 

Festa
Continued from previous page

About Italian Family Festa
The Italian Family Festa is presented by

the Italian American Heritage Foundation
(IAHF). The Festa brings to the Santa Clara
Valley all things Italian. Through our food,
music, crafts, bocce, grape stomp, cultural
offerings and wine tasting garden we share
our Italian culture and heritage. We wel‐
come everyone to share a bit of Italy with
us. All proceeds support the preservation
of Italian culture and the Italian American
Heritage Foundation Scholarship Program.

About Italian American Heritage Foun‑
dation

The Italian American Heritage Founda‐
tion (IAHF), a 501(c)(3) non‐profit organ‐
ization, is dedicated to the preservation and
promotion of Italian heritage and culture
in the Santa Clara Valley. IAHF Cultural Cen‐
ter, 425 N. Fourth St, San Jose, CA, iahfsj.org,
iahfsj@iahfsj.org, 408‐293‐7122 

Editor’s note: History Park San Jose is locat‑
ed at 1650 Senter Road, San Jose, CA. For more
information, visit www.ItalianFamilyFes‑
taSJ.org  For a schedule of activities, visit
www.italianfamilyfestasj.org/ schedule. Fol‑
low the Festa on Twitter: http://twitter.
com/ItalianFestaSJ; and Facebook: https://
www.facebook.com/italianfamilyfesta
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SHAWN ANSARI
& SAHAR BINESH

(408) 529-4574
shawn.ansari@compass.com

(408) 348-9197
sahar.binesh@compass.com

DEE RAMIREZ
Realtor Lic. #00683945

(408) 440-7617
Dee@DeeRamirez.com
www.DeeRamirez.com

Times Feature

Your Realtor
Ad Here: 
Just $89!

Call now to place your ad 
by phone: (408) 494-7000

By Kevin Larsen
Special to the Times

Plenty of smiling faces and tons of ice
cream!

The 18th annual complementary ice cream
social was held at the San Jose Gurdwara to
which the entire community was invited on
July 4th.

The turnout, which was greater than last
year, saw more than 1,500 people of differ‐
ent cultures and backgrounds with children
running and laughing.  

The annual event was originally created
to better engage and connect the communi‐
ty.

After marching in the Rose White and Blue
parade earlier in the day, the Sikhs went to
work in setting up the traditional evening
ice cream social.  

At 7 p.m. there was a time for thanks and
then famous singer Angela Borricua Tirado
known as the Voice of San Jose, sang a truly
beautiful and touching acapella rendition of
the national anthem of the United States.

Some commented that it gave them goose‐
bumps. 

The Gurdwara is a combination of a com‐
munity center and religious building that
seeks to help the community and also is a
place of deep thought and positive cama‐
raderie for all.  

The Gurdwara, a tourist attraction allows
everyone to walk through the gates 365 days
a year. The Gurdwara serves daily comple‐
mentary vegetarian meals to everyone!  

What a wonderful idea to have comple‐

mentary unlimited ice cream, fruit (bananas),
bottled water and even vegetarian dinners‐
to‐go which build “family” in the Santa Clara
Valley. Truly this annual event brings peo‐
ple of all cultures together and this con‐
necting and interaction is therapeutic to the
city!

Located in the Evergreen foothills, the loca‐
tion and buildings are reminiscent of the
beautiful architecture of India.  When you
visit it is like you are transported to a 

See SOCIAL, next page

All smiles at Moonlight Under the Stars ice cream social 
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Social
Continued from previous page
different world.

Sparkles and vibrant colors in the sky
were crowd pleasers

With no fireworks at this event, people
gathered while eating daintily the comple‐
mentary generous portions of top‐of‐the‐
line chocolate, vanilla or mango ice cream
in cups with a spoon.  All a bit giddy, the
crowd watched the many fireworks displays
in the valley, the youth emotionally yelled
out “ooh” and “aah,” while those a few years
older gained joy in witnessing the fun and
exuberating moments of their grandchil‐
dren.

As the Moonlight Under the Stars ice cream
social ended at 10 p.m., there was never a
shortage of the ice cream due to the truly
expert planning by the Sikhs and others who
volunteered.  More than 150 gallons of extra
premium ice cream was professionally 
served outside for all to enjoy with cup and
spoon.  That’s a lot of scoops! 

For three hours under the open‐air canopy
surrounded by American flags fluttering in
the soft breeze, almost every second, a vis‐
itor in a fast‐moving line would sweep their
hand onto the table to select their ice cream
bowl.  The servers would also smile as they
asked, “Does anyone want Mango?”

Ice cream just would never run out
There was a comforting feeling knowing

that there was no need to worry for the ice
cream would surely never run out. After
such a challenging two years of mask rules
and regulations throughout our city, the
upsetting memories would be canceled out
momentarily for this evening, for all that
would be heard and seen were happy chil‐
dren in the event, for the planning ensured
no child would be disappointed.  

In addition, many of the volunteer ice
cream scoopers would ask, “Did you want
one scoop or two?” Such is the caring and
generosity of the Sikhs who created this one‐
of‐a‐kind annual event which is perhaps the
only mega ice cream social event of its kind
in the world. Everything at the event was
complementary and this allowed for all fam‐
ilies to come and participate in an easy going
and welcoming way.

It was a comforting experience to reflect
on the good things in the city after being
ravaged by so many years of a mysterious
virus that created fear and woes with the
combination of confusing misdirection of
leaders in our society.

True to the ambiance of the Gurdwara and
what it stands for, the entire event was soft
and quiet in nature with all behaving in lov‐
ing ways.  Visitors made their annual pil‐
grimage up the hill to watch fireworks in the
valley with sweet ice cream which connected
the community together with laughter, trust,
kindness and smiles to joyfully celebrate the
birth of our nation. 

Thousands came to enjoy the ice cream, more than 150 gallons, which never ran out!
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You might see
more beat cops
in San Jose
neighborhoods

By Tran Nguyen
San José Spotlight

S
an Jose is ready to bring back police foot
patrols to address rising safety concerns
and build trust with residents, a service

that has not gotten consistent funding for
decades.

The City Council unanimously approved a
proposal from Mayor Sam Liccardo last month
to fund 16 police to patrol San Jose streets. The
program, which costs nearly $3.7 million, is
part of the mayor’s efforts to rebuild the police
department.

The program will add four permanent foot
patrol officers to each police division in the
city—with the focus on the downtown core,
dense residential neighborhoods and business
corridors. SJPD has four divisions, including cen‐
tral/downtown, Foothill, Southern and West‐
ern.

“Thanks to this year’s budget, for the first
time in decades, San Jose will have dedicated
walking beats in every police district, and added
foot patrols to high crime areas and downtown
focused on street outreach, renewing our com‐
mitment to community policing in San Jose,”
Liccardo said. 

The San Jose Police Department is the most
thinly‐staffed law enforcement department of
any major U.S. metropolis, city officials said.
The chronic staffing shortages in the depart‐
ment have intensified over the past decade
from budget cuts. Increases in population and
calls for service have also resulted in rising
demand for police.

Police officials and residents hope the pro‐
gram will help law enforcement build rela‐
tionships with the communities they serve,
further advancing community‐based policing.

“Foot patrols are significant because, by
design, they are made to interact on a face‐to‐
face basis with community members, local
businesses and visitors to the area,” SJPD
spokesperson Steve Aponte told San José Spot‐
light.

San Jose expects the new officers to start
patrolling in a year, as hiring and training will
take at least 12 months, Aponte said. The city
will rely on current officers to pilot the pro‐
gram this year. The City Council budgeted
$900,000 in overtime funding to accommo‐
date this first year need.

The funding also includes $632,000 to pur‐
chase eight patrol vehicles, $186,192 in equip‐
ment for the new officers and $67,536 for other
supplies, budget documents show.

A game‑changer for downtown
Councilmember Dev Davis, who has long

called for more police officers, said the cap‐

tains of each division will decide where offi‐
cers will patrol on foot. The city also has plans
to use data to prioritize high crime areas.

“When we have done walks with SJPD in the
past, in our business corridors, they are always
very well received,” Davis told San José Spot‐
light. “It’s really a way to get the community
and the police department working together
and to understand each other.”

Downtown leaders and residents are excit‐
ed about the foot patrol program, calling it long
overdue. The issue came to a boiling point in
April after an unhoused person assaulted a San
Jose Downtown Association worker while
cleaning graffiti.

Downtown San Jose’s recovery from the
COVID‐19 pandemic has also been grim and
economically lagging, a new city report shows.
Months‐long shelter‐in‐place orders led long‐
time businesses to close. With tech workers
still working remotely, restaurants and bars
continuing to suffer, and people are not com‐
fortable walking downtown, a neighborhood
association leader said.

“This is going to be a significant change for
the downtown core,” Elizabeth Chien‐Hale,
president of the San Jose Downtown Residents
Association, told San José Spotlight. “I don’t
think downtown is going to be revived until
we can promise people that it is clean and safe.”

Businesses don’t want to move into down‐
town because of safety issues, Chien‐Hale added.
She hopes the city will dedicate more officers
in the downtown core.

Scott Knies, CEO of the San Jose Downtown
Association, said the business group has been
hiring SJPD officers to walk the downtown core
prior to the program. He’s disappointed the city
will have to wait a year for foot patrols to be
fully implemented.

“We’re really optimistic that the level of inter‐
action with the community will increase with
the foot patrol concept,” Knies told San José
Spotlight, adding he hopes to see more col‐
laboration between the Santa Clara County
Sheriff’s Office and San Jose State campus police
as well. “I just wish we could (start) the serv‐
ices up quicker.”

Challenges ahead
Tom Saggau, spokesperson for the San Jose

Police Officers’ Association, is skeptical of the
program, citing the city’s issue with hiring and
retaining police officers.

“We feel a little bit frustrated because it
always sounds good on paper, but where are
these bodies gonna come from?” Saggau told
San José Spotlight, adding he worries the city
will cut back on other services to prioritize
foot patrols.

District 3 Councilmember Raul Peralez, rep‐
resenting downtown, said the city has improved
its retention issue and is working to hire new
officers for the program.

“We’re not losing them at the same rate that
we were five years ago, but hiring has gotten
more challenging indeed,” Peralez told San José
Spotlight. “It’s a reality that we may not be fully
prepared to permanently staff these new 16
positions next year.”
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Wow! 3672 meals for the hungry!

T
he Santa Clara County Board of Super‐
visors recently approved an agreement
allowing the Santa Clara County Cen‐

tral Fire Protection District to switch much
of its fleet from operating on traditional (i.e.,
petroleum‐based) diesel to using renewable
diesel.

“Renewable diesel is a better way to
go,” said County Supervisor Joe Simitian,
whose District Five includes the higher‐
risk wildland‐urban interface (aka the
WUI) stretching from Palo Alto in the
north to San Jose’s Almaden Valley in the
south. “It’s better for the environment,
it’s better for our air quality, and it’s bet‐
ter for the health and safety of our fire‐
fighters and community.” 

The idea for making this switch was first
raised by Los Altos Hills resident Anand
Ranganathan, a constituent of Simitian’s
and member of the town’s Environmental
Initiatives Committee, an advisory group
that provides recommendations on envi‐
ronmental initiatives to the City Council. 

The Committee began taking an inven‐
tory of the town’s greenhouse gas emis‐
sions in 2020 and developed a Climate
Action Plan to reduce its emissions. Accord‐
ing to Ranganathan, the diesel used by fire
trucks contributes to more than a quarter
of Los Altos Hills's municipal greenhouse
gas footprint, but that switching to renew‐
able diesel fuel could dramatically improve
his community’s municipal footprint.

“I saw that a few big fire departments
had switched to using renewable diesel fuel
already, so it wasn’t going to be something
that’s completely untested,” Ranganathan
said. “Renewable diesel has become very
popular as a way to cut greenhouse gas
emissions. It seemed like a no‐brainer to
ask the fire department to switch.”

“It’s a reminder that if more people make
local changes, then hopefully we can actu‐
ally do something about climate change,”
said Ranganathan. “It’s going to take a lot
of this kind of work, but we need to start
somewhere.”

The County Fire District’s agreement with

its fuel provider, Western States Oil Com‐
pany, will provide bulk renewable diesel
fuel through 2023. The switch to renewable
diesel fuel is expected to contribute to the
Central Fire Protection District’s goal of
reducing its carbon footprint.

Renewable diesel works like petroleum‐
based diesel, but is made of nonpetroleum
renewable and sustainable resources from
a variety of organic material – including
soybean oil, waste animal fat, waste fish fat,
and used cooking oil. Renewable diesel
burns cleaner than regular diesel. And it
has been proven to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions.

Renewable fuel is a relatively seamless
alternative to conventional diesel fuel since
it doesn’t require different storage needs,
and vehicles can switch back and forth
between the fuels based on availability.
Renewable diesel also comes with fewer of
the downsides that made biodiesel not a
good fit for use in fire apparatus.

“Santa Clara County Fire Department
takes its mission of protecting the envi‐
ronment seriously,” said David Snow, Direc‐
tor of Support Services for the Santa Clara
County Fire Department. “Implementing
this small change in the type of fuel we’re
using significantly reduces the impact from
both the manufacture and use of diesel fuel
in our fire engines and fleet vehicles.”  

Involving constituents in the civic engage‐
ment process is not new to Simitian. Dur‐
ing his time in the State Legislature, he intro‐
duced a “There Oughta Be A Law” contest,
inviting constituents to send ideas for new
laws. Simitian’s idea generated 21 pieces
of real‐world legislation that eventually
became law.

“I’m grateful to Mr. Ranganathan for point‐
ing out the obvious,” said Simitian. “Engaged
constituents make our communities
stronger. It would be foolish not to be recep‐
tive to good ideas from our residents. They
care. They’re engaged. And they’re well‐
informed.”

Ranganathan said he was pleased to see
his idea materialize.

Santa Clara County Fire 
Department switches to renewable
diesel fuel with goal of obtaining 
lower emissions, cleaner air 
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Fourth
Continued from page 1
Patriotic Child won a prize
based on interactive vot‐
ing from the audience.
Keeping everything work‐
ing smoothly at the stage
were our fabulous emcee,
Corinna Girard, Pastor at
WestGate Church, and our
Stage Manager, Greg Koopman, VP of the
Comanche Blossom Valley Neighborhood
Association.

A variety of food was available from food
truck vendors Falafel Fresh & Gyros, Citlaly’s
Catering, Grill Zillas, and Junior’s Roaster. Ice
Cream provided by Mister Softee and Dippin’
Dots. Sadly, the much‐anticipated Hula Truck
was unable to attend at the last minute.  They
are looking forward to attending next year! 

Fun Zone 
The Fun Zone was a huge hit, with fami‐

lies and friends enjoying giant versions of
favorite table games Jenga and Connect Four,
table‐top catapults from Pack 286, Plinko
from WestGate Church, ring‐toss and corn‐
hole, as well as face painting and writing let‐
ters to soldiers.  Guests also learned how to
use a fire extinguisher by shooting water at
orange colored cones – a great way to have
fun while learning a valuable, life‐saving skill.
Vendor Alley, with over 30 booths, also pro‐
vided many activities and games, as well as
vendors selling honey, decorating hands with
henna, and providing information about their
clubs, businesses, and non‐profits.

New this year was a coordinated effort
with the Office of Emergency Management
to integrate trained CERT and R.A.C.E.S
responders.  This was the first time that San
Jose Neighborhood CERT (sjncert.org) and
San Jose R.A.C.E.S. (sjraces.org) worked
together to provide coordinated communi‐
cations for a major event. Their services were
a valuable enhancement to festival security.  

Corporate and community sponsors
This year's event was made possible

through many corporate
and community dona‐
tions.  Major sponsors
contributing at the Stars
and Stripes level, were
SummerHill Housing
Group, Casino M8trix,and
Devastating Pyro‐tech‐
nics. Old Glory sponsors
were AT&T, Home Depot,
Brandenburg Founda‐

tion/Cinnabar Hills Golf Course, and Big 5.
Red, White and Blue level sponsors were Star
One Credit Union, GreenWaste Recovery, San
Jose Earthquakes, KeyPoint Credit Union, 99
Ranch Market, WestGate Church, Westfield
Oakridge, and Midtown Family Services.

Additional funding was also received from
these generous donors: Times Media, Star‐
bucks, Republic‐Urban, Almaden Senior Asso‐
ciation, San Jose Water Company, Eden Hous‐
ing, and The Schoennauer Company.  We are
grateful for the continued support of the Com‐
munity Grant from Santa Clara County, the
Festival Grant from the Office of Cultural Affairs
City of San Jose, as well as this year’s Abierto
funding approved by Mayor Sam Liccardo.

In addition to funding, volunteers are crit‐
ical to the success of this event.  More than
150 residents, mostly from District 10, vol‐
unteered for at least 4 hours, and many vol‐
unteered for 12 hours or more, in order to
provide this amazing event.  

One of the most dedicated and extraordi‐
nary volunteers, Bob Vonderwerth, VP of the
Playa del Rey Neighborhood Association,
worked tirelessly with Michele Dexter, Event
Coordinator from the District 10 Council Office,
for the entire six months of planning for the
event, bringing his vast knowledge and expe‐
rience of previous events to the effort. 

“A special thank you goes out to the
Almaden Valley Women’s Club and to the
community at large for their continuous sup‐
port of the 4th of July Fireworks Festival cel‐
ebrating the birth of our country and hon‐
oring those who serve and have served our
country,” Dexter said.                                                          

Top: Vendor Alley attracted many patrons, and the Letters to Soldiers booth (above) provided volun-
teers the chance to send inspirational notes to people serving the country.
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Museums for All initiative offers 
inclusion for low‑income families

By William Bellou
Publisher

T
housands of visitors attended the re‐
opening of the popular STEAM‐based
exhibition Potter the Otter: A Healthy

Adventure at Children’s Discovery Museum
of San Jose. 

Featuring the beloved otter’s adventures
and his discovery that eating fruits and veg‐
gies, drinking plenty of water, and staying
active helps children become their best selves,
the exhibit emphasizes positive messages
for parents about the benefits of healthy
decisions and affirming fun activities for chil‐
dren. 

The exhibition originally opened in Feb‐
ruary of 2020 with funding from FIRST 5
Santa Clara County, but had to immediate‐
ly close due to COVID. The exhibition will
now run 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. through Jan‐
uary 15, 2023.   

“We’re so pleased to bring this exhibition
back to the community. The goals of the
exhibit remain critically important – curb‐
ing childhood obesity and supporting the
development of very young children with
activities that promote learning through cre‐
ativity and developing critical thinking and
problem‐solving skills” said Marilee Jennings,
executive director of Children’s Discovery
Museum of San Jose. “I’m so proud of the work
we do with FIRST 5 Santa Clara County to
change the lives of very young children by
helping families and children make positive
choices.”

“We are so thrilled to be a part of this cel‐
ebration as we slowly return to familiar life
patterns as we emerge from COVID‐19. The
re‐opening of this exhibit where children
can learn, enjoy, and play is a joyous moment,”
says Jennifer Kelleher Cloyd, chief executive
officer of FIRST 5 Santa Clara County. “With
recent news of the COVID‐19 vaccine being
available for our youngest children, we are
excited to share our newest Potter the Otter
book at this event about helping young chil‐
dren handle their emotions during the pan‐
demic.”

With friends – Moose, Goose, Toada, and
the Kangaroos – Potter is off to catch a Rain‐

bow Racer fish and join a water polo team.
Tag along with Potter and pedal a boat, build
and stack small logs to forge Rainbow River,
explore Lapis Lake and Bubbling Brook, and
create a colorful plate in The Market for a
healthy adventure!

Near the end of Potter’s exploits, children
can help Potter catch the Rainbow Racer and
take his well‐deserved place on the water
polo team ‐ celebrating the healthy choices
of eating fruits and veggies, drinking plenty
of water, and being active. 

Cost of museum admission: adults: $15;
children: $15; seniors: $14; infants and mem‐
bers are free.  

Editor’s Note: Reduced Admission Tick‐
ets are available so that all are welcome and
included in the Discovery Museum experi‐
ence with the Museums for All initiative.
Their website states: Children’s Discovery
Museum is proud to be part of the Museums
for All national initiative.

Ensuring that every child and family has
access to high quality museum experiences,
Museums for All makes it affordable for all
families to discover our fun educational
exhibits, programs, and events anytime dur‐
ing regular Museum hours.

Offering an easy way for low‐income fam‐
ilies to access the Museum at a reduced rate,
Museums for All shines a light on our com‐
munity’s commitment to inclusiveness and
accessibility for all children regardless of
neighborhood, background, or ability to pay.

Museums for All is a cooperative initiative
of the Institute of Museum and Library Serv‐
ices and the Association of Children’s Muse‐
ums.

All Museums for All tickets must be pur‐
chased in‐person at the Museum.

$2 per person for up to four people dur‐
ing regular Museum hours when you show
photo ID plus one of the following:

• EBT card
• BIC card
• WIC Card
Cards cannot be used for payment. Dis‐

covery Museum accepts cash, Visa, Master‐
Card, American Express, and Discover.

Advance reservations are not required. A
percentage of tickets are allocated for this
program for each session.

Potter the Otter: A Healthy Adventure exhibition 
re-opens at Children’s Discovery Museum of San Jose
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By Lorraine Gabbert
San José Spotlight

A
proposed track and field at the Santa
Clara County Fairgrounds may return
a university to former glory.

Assemblymember Ash Kalra requested
$25 million from the state Legislature for a
San Jose State University Speed City Legacy
Center and Track and Field Training Facili‐
ty. The Legislature approved $4 million in
the 2022‐23 fiscal year budget. The 9‐acre
project will be a partnership with Santa Clara
County and San Jose State University at the
fairgrounds.

The facility gets its name from the uni‐

versity’s track team, known as Speed City,
after several of its athletes competed in the
1968 Olympics. Two of the medal winners,
Tommie Smith and John Carlos, raised their
fists during the awards ceremony in protest
of racism and human rights violations. This
iconic moment initiated the Olympic Proj‐
ect for Human Rights and is captured in a
statue on the SJSU campus.   

Kalra would like to see a center for social
justice programming and services for the
underserved as part of the track and field
project.

“By funding the Speed City Legacy Cen‐
ter… we can use the framework of restora‐

The entrance to the Santa Clara County Fairgrounds on Tully Road in San Jose. Photo by Lorraine Gabbert.

San Jose State track 
proposal for fairgrounds
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tive justice to create a dynamic home to keep
the legacy and values of Speed City and the
Olympic Project for Human Rights alive,” he
said in a statement.

This isn’t the only sports‐related work
planned at the Santa Clara County Fair‐
grounds. The county wants to create a vari‐
ety of recreational opportunities at the site,
and has lease agreements with the San Jose
Earthquakes for a soccer academy and Major
League Cricket for a 15,000‐person stadium
on 14 acres of the fairgrounds.

Santa Clara County entered into a no‐cost
exclusive negotiating agreement with SJSU
in April to study the feasibility of leasing the
parcel for the Speed City project. The con‐
tract runs until April 2023. During this time,
SJSU will determine the potential costs and
revenue for the project, provide design and
planning details, develop a community
engagement plan and development agree‐
ment and propose a lease for board review.

The facility, located in an unincorporated
part of the fairgrounds just south of Franklin
Elementary School, would also be open for
public use. 

Kenneth Mashinchi, spokesperson for SJSU,
said the efforts by Kalra and Supervisor Cindy
Chavez to secure funding for the Speed City
project are appreciated.

“The funding from the state budget is held
by Santa Clara County,” he told San José Spot‐
light. “We look forward to our continued
partnership with the county regarding the
funding and how it could be used.”

The site has been underutilized for years.
It’s home to the annual county fair, off‐track
horse betting and a paintball arena. It also
has a shelter that serves 50 to 80 homeless
people per night, and part of the area also
serves as the county’s largest COVID‐19 test‐
ing site. A group of advocates is pushing for

a portion of the fairgrounds to be used for
safe RV parking and prefabricated housing
for homeless people.

About 72% of residents surveyed said they
value the fairgrounds as a public meeting
and event space, with 80% wanting active
recreation on the site, according to Chavez,
whose district houses the fairgrounds. She

was not available for comment.
“It will be an honor to host the legacy

of San Jose State’s iconic track program
and the Olympic Project for Human
Rights,” Chavez previously told San José
Spotlight.

San Jose Councilmember Maya Esparza
also supported Kalra’s request for the devel‐
opment of the Speed City Legacy Center. As
chair of the city’s Monterey Corridor Work‐
ing Group, she said the project prioritizes
historically marginalized and underserved
low‐income communities of color in a letter
to the State Assembly Budget Committee.
She was not available for comment.

Nick Kaspar, Esparza’s chief of staff, told
San José Spotlight the project brings critical
open space with grass fields to nearby res‐
idents.

Workers set up a stage for a music series at the Santa Clara County Fairgrounds. Photo by Lorraine Gabbert.

About 72% of residents sur‑
veyed said they value the fair‑
grounds as a public meeting
and event space, with 80%
wanting active recreation on
the site, according to Chavez,
whose district houses the
fairgrounds. She was not
available for comment.
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WATER WISE

The solace
of citrus

By Matthew Frazier

I
n the fifteen years I worked in retail and
wholesale garden centers and nurseries,
I enjoyed the spoils of my efforts to care

for and promote plants which were both aes‐
thetically pleasing and environmentally con‐
scientious. 

The very first nursery I worked in had
eight consultants/salespersons of which I
was one, where I was assigned to care for
the owner’s and manager’s citrus, ornamental
trees, and vines. 

The collector’s corner
I enjoyed the experience of caring for each

and all of the plants, even the ones in The
Collectors’ Corner. There was something
alluring about the citrus which set them apart
from all other live goods on the property.

As the sun would set, the plethora of col‐
ors would glow in the waning light and accen‐
tuate the nuances of each and every item in
the spaces. The citrus were both shrubs and
trees. Their spectrum of oranges and yel‐
lows from the fruits and the greens from the
foliage were something to witness.

Fragrance
The citrus have different flowering and

fruiting periods, depending on the variety.
One thing they had in common … The aroma
of the blossoms eclipsed all other features.
The fragrance drew native pollinators includ‐
ing our very own native bees. Standing imme‐
diately outside of the gravel beds where they
resided, I took in the smell while reminisc‐
ing about the day’s events.

There are many varieties of citrus, as one
will come to learn with some reading and
studying. There are dwarf, semi‐dwarf, and
standard versions of most varieties. The
dwarf limes were among our favorites. The
sharp contrast of tart flavor against the sweet
smell of the blossoms was one very noted
feature.

In the two years and one month I worked
at this nursery, I introduced hundreds of cus‐
tomers to the gallery of citrus which were
my personal pride for which to care. Stag‐
ing the black plastic pots symmetrically on
a grid which was equidistant from all angles
and sides caught the attention of passersby.

Citrus can ward off nuisance insects
One little‐known advantage of citrus rinds

is that they contain an enzyme which will
ward off nuisance insects when grated with
a culinary or a wood rasp. I have concocted
home‐made repellents using citrus rinds,
dating back to when I worked at this nurs‐
ery and beyond.

One challenge with caring for frost‐tender
varieties is that they must be covered with
burlap as the sun goes down, to protect it
from the cold air which settles by night. When
the sun rises and the dew begins to vapor‐
ize, the image is at once cinematic and mes‐
merizing.

Regardless of whether you visit a garden
center/nursery, a hardware store, or a home
improvement center to purchase your plants
… You will be well‐advised to visit the citrus

section. The scene and the scent
invoke solace among other pos‐
itive emotions. 

Citrus like well‐draining
soils. I have seen them in a wide
variety of soil mediums includ‐
ing nitrified redwood dust and
sand. The composition and tex‐
ture of the soil medium has
much to do with the drainage
efficiency of the citrus. I have
found that the best is an aggre‐
gate of small‐particle sand and
nitrified redwood dust.

Citrus love sunshine
If your landscape or yard has full sun most

of the day … Citrus is a strong candidate.
They can even handle brutal mid‐day sum‐

mer sun if irrigated correctly
and efficiently. Irrigating at
night is best in late spring and
summer, I have found. The irri‐
gation contractor I have men‐
tioned in past articles says
9pm, 12am, and 3am, two
nights per week in summer.

With the raging mega
drought in Santa Clara Valley
and throughout California,
there is no better time to intro‐
duce this gem to your prop‐
erty. For areas of the land‐
scape or yard which are bat‐

tered by brutal mid‐day sunlight … Few bet‐
ter options exist.

Seek out citrus
To conclude: I strongly encourage you

each and all to visit your local retail garden
center or nursery and seek out the citrus.
I am confident you will find one or more
varieties which speak to your desires. Thank
you for your time in reading this article.

I am available to answer questions via
email for any and all who wish to inquire.
Best wishes in your gardening and land‐
scaping endeavors. Be well.

Matthew Frazier is a Certified Water Man‑
ager, Qualified Water Efficient Landscaper,
and Qualified Stormwater Manager.  You
may contact him at:  (408) 656‑5622 –
Mobile/Text; or by email: kitchenfra‑
zier@hotmail.com

ALMADEN TIMES n JULY 22 – AUGUST 4, 2022 n PAGE 21SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 n ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COM

Times Feature

Water Wise
Matthew Frazier,
Certified Water

Manager



SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 n ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COMPAGE 22 n ALMADEN TIMES n JULY 22 – AUGUST 4, 2022

CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418
Pastor: Rev. Naomi
Schulz
No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You
Are Welcome Here!
We are an Open and
Affirming Congregation,
and celebrate members of
the LGBTQ+ Community.
Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM, with
communion open to all.
Join Pastor Naomi for
tea/coffee at Orchard Val-
ley cafe in Campbell dur-
ing community drop-in
office hours from 11 AM
to 1 PM on most Tues-
days.
Our ministries/activities
include:
• Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednes-
day of every month, at
6PM.
• A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open Tu/
Th/ Sa 10:00 AM to
Noon.
• Lighted Window Pro-
ductions featuring uplift-
ing concerts, thought-
provoking theater produc-
tions, informative lec-

tures, and even an occa-
sional karaoke night--all in
a wholesome environ-
ment.  
Our activities flow from
our core values:
• Extravagant Joy
• Passionate Faith
• Loving Respect
• Deep Connectedness 
• Intentional Growth 
• Shared Laughter 
Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.org
or better yet, visit us at
our worship services on
Sundays at 10:00 AM.
Coffee, refreshments, and
conversation always, right
after service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, worship
and giving to our local
community. We are proud
to be UCC, Open and
Affirming (O&A) and wel-
come members of the
LGBT community. We
support local LifeMoves
(formerly InnVision) Shel-
ter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco
Night Ministry, Second

Harvest Food Bank,
Church World Service,
and Communities
Responding to End Pover-
ty.
Worship Sunday, 9:00 AM
followed by fellowship
and refreshments. 1st
Sunday in Worship: Holy
Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck
Sunday.
Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives.
We assemble each Sun-
day to encourage each
other through singing,
studying, praying and
sharing in the Lord’s sup-
per. Simple—just like
what one reads about in
the New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San
Jose near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club). Come make new
Christian friends!

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120.  The
Rev. Shelley Booth Den-
ney, Rector Phone:408-
268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church
in Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nur-
ture and grow a strong
faith community of believ-
ers, a family of all ages,
where each member feels
welcomed, loved, valued
and empowered to serve.
Children are especially
welcomed and cherished
as an important part of
God's family. All junior
high and senior high stu-
dents are welcome to
participate in our Youth
Groups. During the
school year we have joint
Sunday School with our
sister church, the Con-
gregational Church of
Almaden Valley, UCC. The
Episcopal Church in
Almaden offers the fol-
lowing regular opportuni-
ties for worship: Sunday
at 7:30AM and 10:45AM,
Holy Communion service.
Each Sunday service is
followed by a coffee hour
for friendship and conver-
sation.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsanjose.org
2486 Ruby Ave,
San Jose CA 95148. 
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum" the
English meaning is "Peace
be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who are
Muslims, and what is the
Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and way
of life. Islam began in the
7th century. People who
follow Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is the
Divine book that guides
Muslims to practice Islam. 
"Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
latak"" the English mean-
ing is " May Allah (swt)
protect you and your family".
Please visit our website to
learn more.

FIRST CHURCH 
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San
Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a
community serving the
Christ from the heart of
the City, working to know
Jesus and make Jesus
known by serving, wor-
shipping, and learning
together.  Worship servic-
es are at 10:00 AM at the
Horace Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa
Clara Streets). Worship
includes both contempo-
rary and traditional music,
a message that is relevant
to real life, based in the
Bible, and meaningful to
people of all ages and
backgrounds.  We work in
our community to provide
real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counsel-
ing, and spiritual direction.
Our children's & families'
ministries include Sunday
classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike
rides and fishing trips.
Come, Make a Difference
and feel the difference
God can make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchSJ.net
See you on Facebook
2650 ABORN ROAD at
Kettmann, across from
Evergreen Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 50 Years. John S
Goldstein, Pastor
Christian Worship every

Sunday at 11.00 am
Together let us build lives
toward excellence!
Music Institute
(408) 791-7772
After School lessons on
Piano, Violin, Viola, Flute
PreSchool, Age 2-6
years. Caring for your
child with God’s love and
affection.

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our members.
If you are looking for an
active Christian faith
community, we invite
you to experience Holy
Spirit Parish Community.
All are welcome! We are
located at 1200 Red-
mond Avenue, San Jose,
CA 95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m. Mon-
day - Friday. Our week-
end Mass schedule is
Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish
Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or
408-997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. Information
on Faith Formation for
children and adults can
be obtained by calling
our Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in
the loop with our 3sixty
High School Youth Min-
istry by calling 408-997-
5106. Holy Spirit School
serves grades Pre-K
through 8th, and is locat-
ed at 1198 Redmond
Avenue. You can reach
the school office at 408-
268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 &
11:00 AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,
intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-

nity, promoting spiritual
growth, reaching out to
people in need and
whereyou get to know
peopleby name. We
offer children's religious
education (CREATE);
Youth Ministry (BLAST
& X-STATIC); Scripture
Study (day & evening);
Senior's Group and
many other adult min-
istries as well. Saint
Anthony parish is locat-
ed in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120. Our
weekend Masses are at
4 p.m. on Saturday at
our historic church at
21800 Bertram Road in
New Almaden, CA
95042 and on Sunday at
8:30 a.m.,10:30 a.m.,
and 5:30 p.m. at the
McKean Road location.
Our Parish Office is open
Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and Tuesday thru Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and
1 - 4 p.m. For more infor-
mation, stop by the
Parish Office or call
(408) 997-4800, or visit
our website at www.
churchstanthony.com.
Fr. Larry Hendel, Pastor.

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh) means
"disciple" or "student." A
Sikh is a practitioner of the
faith founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak in
Punjab of old British India.
A Guru who is a "teacher"
or "enlightener" completes
the relationship of teach-
ing and learning.  Sikhism
is monotheistic and
stresses the equality of all
men and women. Sikhs
believe in three basic prin-
ciples; meditating on the
name of God (praying),
earning a living by honest
means and sharing the
fruits of one's labor with
others. Currently there  are
close to one million Sikhs
living in the USA and
Canada and 25 million
Sikhs living around the
world. Sikhism is the 5th
largest religion in the
world.  At the Gurdwara
(House of God) in San
Jose we welcome all. We
pray daily for peace and
prosperity for everybody
in the world.  Come to
visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365 days of
the year and serves com-
plementary vegetarian
meals.  We also encour-
age you to enter our histo-
ry room on site and walk

the beautiful grounds.
Learn more about us and
community events we
sponsor by visiting our
website; http://www. San-
JoseGurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofassisi.com
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an
inclusive diverse commu-
nity striving to serve as
Disciples of Jesus Christ
in the footsteps of St.
Francis, offering prayerful
and joyful liturgies; evan-
gelization, fellowship, and
service opportunities to
the community. We offer
spiritual opportunities for
all ages, including chil-
dren's liturgy, dynamic
E.C.H.O - Jr. High, IGNITE
- High School and North
Star -Young Adult Min-
istries, along with small
faith communities and
opportunities to help the
poor and marginalized of
San Jose. Our Preschool
is the only Catholic Pre-
school offering quality
family oriented service in
the Evergreen and Silver
Creek areas. Our Chapel,
Gathering Hall, Parish
Office, Mission Center,
Parish Gift Shop, Memori-
al Garden and Preschool
are all located at 5111
San Felipe Rd. Please
come join us to worship
at one of the following
times and locations: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday 5:00PM,
Sunday 8:30 AM, 10:30
AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese),
6:00 PM Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gath-
ering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo Mass -
Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Com-
munity (Cribari Auditori-
um) Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Come join us and share
your presence with us so
that together we may grow
and share our gifts to help
build God's Kingdom!

For Worship
listing 

ads, call
408.483-5458

The Almaden Senior Association mem‑
bers are a diverse group of enthusiastic,
active, 50+ adults who enjoy new learn‑
ing opportunities, new experiences, and
new adventures. 

Membership in the Almaden Senior Asso‑
ciation offers discounts and opportunities
to enjoy . . . 

•  exercise classes for all levels of ability;
•  lunches and other social programs

organized and run by members of the Associ‐
ation;

•  book clubs, cooking, computer and photography classes;
•  trips to local and not so local places of interest such as the Steinbeck Muse‐

um in Salinas, Whale Watching in Monterey, casino trips and more.

As a member you’re encouraged to help plan these activities and suggest new
ones to enjoy. The Senior Association Philanthropy Program set up a process to
donate funds to other non‐profit organizations that reflect our mission.

Connected
We enjoy meeting new people, making new connections and getting involved. All
volunteer opportunities are based on your time and energy commitment. Fees for
classes, trips and social events are kept low because of senior volunteer participa‐
tion and membership strength.

Stop by the main desk at the Almaden Community Center and ask for an applica‐
tion today. Yearly dues of $10 are returned to you by discounts to most of the pro‐
grams  you participate in.

Join us today, meet new people and get involved with classes and programs that
will enhance your life  and open new doors.

For more information, go to www.almadenseniors.org
Contact via email: alamadenseniors1@gmail.com
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Shoe Repair Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern Califor-
nia. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some

supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the
school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great 

combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices! 
Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 

Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:
info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

Call to place your 
ad today!  

408-494-7000

Employment

JewelryClocks

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On-
Demand On All Your Favorite Screens.
CHOICE Package, $64.99/mo plus
taxes for 12months. Premium Chan-
nels at No Charge for One Year! Any-
time, anywhere. Some restrictions
apply. W/ 24-mo. agmt TV price higher
in 2nd year. Regional Sports Fee up to
$8.49/mo. is extra & applies. Call IVS
1-408-688-5490

The bathroom of your dreams for as
little as $149/month! BCI Bath &
Shower. Many options available. Quali-
ty materials & professional installation.
Senior & Military Discounts Available.
Limited Time Offer - FREE virtual in-
home consultation now and SAVE
15%! Call Today! 1-844-988-1663

Become a Published Author. We want
to Read Your Book! Dorrance Publish-
ing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript submissions current-
ly being reviewed. Comprehensive
Services: Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution. Call for
Your Free Author`s Guide 1-866-603-
1640 or visit http://dorranceinfo.com/
evergreen

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid, pre-
pare for power outages and power
your home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down Financing Option.
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote
today. Call 1-877-920-0653

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call
855-977-5344

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED
Life Insurance! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay
funeral and other final expenses.Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company-
877-864-3769 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/almaden

The COVID crisis has cost us all
something. Many have lost jobs and
financial security. Have $10K In Debt?
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans.
Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF! We can
help! Get a FREE debt relief quote: Call
1-650-383-1785

Employment

Publishing

TimesClassifieds

Cost Estimator
Prepare cost estimates for construction projects. 

Master's in civil engineering. 

JKL Construction Services, Inc. 
751 S. Bascom Ave, San Jose, CA 95128

Lead Database Administrator
Sify Technologies North America Corporation seeks Lead Database
Administrator in Santa Clara, CA and Philadelphia, PA. Partner with
architects of different engineering/application teams to engineer com‐
plex technical product in order to provide business solutions to various
business divisions as a part of DBA Engineering project activities. Imple‐
ment and administer Oracle streams for live reporting server, database
consolidation, zero downtime migration. Travel lo unanticipated client
sites within the US. May need to relocate. Work from home is an option.
Send resume to: katta.reddy@sifycorp.com

Notices
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