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San Jose sees 
rising property
values despite
economic woes
SEE PAGE 4

You might see
more beat cops 
in San Jose 
neighborhoods
SEE PAGE 11

Crosswalk talk
Crossing San Jose streets may 

become less dangerous
SEE PAGE 10

National Night
Out 2022 
celebration
slated for Aug. 2

O
n Tuesday, August 2, neigh‐
borhoods participating in
National Night Out events

throughout San José are asked to
join in a city‐wide effort to
strengthen their community by
planning an event with their
neighbors. 

Residents are encouraged to
light up their street by turning
on outside lights and spending
the evening with your communi‐
ty and local police department. 

National Night Out is an annual
crime prevention event and com‐
munity‐building campaign that is
sponsored nationally by the Na‐
tional Association of Town Watch
and co‐sponsored locally by the
San José Police Department. 

See NIGHT OUT, page 2

By David Burckhard  
Special to the Times

B
y now, most anyone who vis‐
its Montgomery Hill Park reg‐
ularly is aware of our latest

celebrity coyote. 
At the risk of invoking human‐cen‐

tric naming rights, we've been refer‐
ring to the canine as "Monty." We've
been observing him or her for weeks
throughout the park, in the neighbor‐
hood, and around the college. 

There have been some "warn‐
ings" about Monty as some have
suggested that animal control
should take it away and other fear‐
ful messages. 

Anecdotally, we see the coyote
nearly every day. Monty has   never

been aggressive, keeps a respectful
distance from us and others; but
seems curious and cautious around
people. 

Let's remember that it is not en‐
croaching on our territory but that
we are in its environment. Mutual
respect is in order. It appears the
ground squirrels are its main focus.
There are plenty for it to hunt so
please don't leave food for it. Doing
so only invites trouble. 

Those who want to meet Monty
virtually are welcome to view the
video I shot recently. Here is the link:
https://youtu.be/l0eYARbp1q4

Editor’s note:  Montgomery Park is
located above in the hills of Ever‑
green Valley College.

Montgomery Hill Park has its own celebrity coyote

Submitted project is to be
constructed across from
public library 

By Kevin Larsen
Special to the Times

F
or years, Evergreen residents
have complained about the
plastic tarps and undeveloped

plot of land just across from the
public library at Evergreen Village
Square.

There is now a proposed planned
development permit to allow for the
“construction of three buildings on
two lots, for a total of 16 residential
units including seven live‐work
units.”

Slightly less than one acre (.82),
the project, by Reyad Katwan Hawk‐
stone Development, is in the plan‐
ning stages of development.

Laura Meiners, Acting Planner IV
– Supervising Planner of the San Jose
City Planning Department was very
helpful in explaining the following:

“We are still pending the second

submittal for our review. Once the
project has been reviewed and all
reviews are complete, including the
CEQA review, the project will be
scheduled for hearing. Since it has
been six months since the last re‐
view letter, there is no estimated
timeline for the hearing at this
point.”

The files for the project can be
easily accessed via the City Planning
website by following these instruc‐
tions:

1. Navigate to www.sjpermits.org
2. Click on “Search Permits, Prop‐

erty, and Zoning”
3. Scroll down to “Permit Search”

and enter the project file number
PD21‐020

4. When the search results come
up, click “Details”

5. At the very bottom of the Details
page, you can download the attach‐
ments.

Editor’s Note: Look for more up‑
dates on this project in your upcom‑
ing Evergreen Times newspaper.

New proposed 16 
building project in
Evergreen Village Square

This duck pond will be the overlook of the possible development of the 16 homes at
Evergreen Village Square. 

The proposed development is across from the library in the Evergreen Village Square.

Montgomery Park’s celebrty coyote “Monty.”  Photo by David Burckhard
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Night Out
Continued from page 1

More than 38 million people
across the country are expected
to participate in National Night
Out efforts to strengthen part‐
nerships between neighbors and
local law enforcement agencies.

National Night Out is designed
to:

• Strengthen neighborhood
spirit and police/community
partnerships

• Heighten crime prevention
awareness

• Generate support for, and
participation in, local crime pre‐
vention efforts 

Neighborhoods will be hosting

a variety of events ranging from
small potlucks and BBQ’s to
block parties. Some additional
event ideas include, but are not
limited to, ice cream socials, games,
contests, food or clothing dona‐
tions, plan a clean‐up day to
beautify a common area, discuss
neighborhood issues or set neigh‐
borhood goals, discuss or plan a
Neighborhood Watch Program. It
is an opportunity to be creative,
have fun and celebrate your
neighborhood! 

For any further questions
about National Night Out contact
the Crime Prevention Unit at
(408) 277‐4133 and speak with
any of the National Night Out
Planning Team staff members. 

National Night Out at Mayfair Community Center a few years ago.

ASK THE DMV

You’re always
first at the
DMV online 
Learn how to take your
written driver’s license
knowledge test online 

T
ake care of your DMV trans‐
actions, such as the online
driver’s knowledge test,

from the comfort of your home
with the DMV’s online services! 

Online services allow you to
take advantage of fast and con‐
venient service, with the comfort
of knowing that your transaction
is safe and secure. The online dri‐
ver’s knowledge test is available
in over 35 languages for eligible
customers who complete the on‐
line driver’s license application. 

Along with the knowledge test,
there is also an interactive eLearning
course option for those who need
to renew their license and have
trouble with exams or prefer an
alternative learning method. The
eLearning course is approximate‐
ly 45 minutes and is currently
only available in English.

Don't wait, start your driver’s li‐

cense application now at dmv.
ca.gov/online!

Q1: Can I take the online driv‑
ers test on my mobile device? 

A1: No, the test cannot be taken
on a tablet or a mobile device. You
will need to take the online test on
an internet‐enabled computer or
a laptop with a webcam. You can
begin the online exam between 8
a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday through
Friday, excluding state holidays.
For identity verification and as a
fraud prevention measure, online
test participants are required to
verify their identity and agree to
be monitored throughout the
exam.

Q2: How many times can I at‑
tempt  =the online driver’s test?

A2: The test can be attempted

online twice. If you fail to pass the
test after two tries, you will be
prompted to go to a DMV office to
take the test a third time.

Q3: What happens after I take
my online knowledge test or
eLearning course?   

A3: Customers with a testing re‐
quirement for their license must
still go to an office after complet‐
ing one of the online options to
provide the required identity and
residency documents, take a pho‐
to, provide a thumbprint, com‐
plete a vision screening, and be is‐
sued a licensing document.

For more information or an‐
swers to questions not listed here,
please visit www.dmv.ca.gov/on‐
line
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Student offers 
perspective on gas
prices, inflation

Dear Editor,
Thank you very much for pro‐

viding quality coverage of our lo‐
cal news. 

I'm a high school student at‐
tending Evergreen Valley High
School and wanted to express my
opinion on the recent article,
"High gas prices have San Jose
commuters seeing red" by Lor‐
raine Gabbert. 

The problems of high inflation
and gas prices have been plagu‐
ing our entire country, and San
Jose is no exception. While I'm

sure that with time, gas prices
will eventually return to normal
(in maybe 8‐16 months), our city
needs to address this issue
nonetheless because oil shocks
are nothing new to our economy
and will continue to happen in
the future. I believe that San Jose
should start taking steps now to
improve infrastructure for ped‐
estrians, bikers, etc., and should
focus on trying to decrease urban
sprawl. 

San Jose has been a prime ex‐
ample of poor city planning, with
spaced‐out housing miles away
from where people work. This
means that it's almost impossible
to travel distances without a car.
For people traveling to work or
school, owning an expensive ve‐
hicle is not an option; not to men‐
tion all of our roads are priori‐
tized for cars and not other forms
of transport. I think that our city
should start with two main changes
to combat the reliance on cars:  

1. Change the zoning of our city
to prevent further urban sprawl.
This also includes building more
compact housing closer to the
city. This decreases the amount of
time people spend on the road
since their commute is shorter,
and thus decreases traffic. 

2. Prioritize bike, bus, and
pedestrian infrastructure. This
means repainting bike lanes to
make them safer, installing more
sidewalks, implementing more
bus stops, making more rentable
electric bikes/scooters, etc. It's
not currently very safe to ride
your bike to work, so clearer bike
lanes would solve this problem. 

3. These two changes are a
great start to solving our prob‐
lem.

Dhruva Cheethirala
Evergreen Valley High School 
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By Tran Nguyen
San José Spotlight

T
he value of taxable properties in San Jose sky‐
rocketed last year thanks to demand for luxury
homes and new construction. However, ex‐

perts and county officials say the growth won’t last.
At the heart of wealthy Silicon Valley, the assessed

value of all property grew by $15 billion over the last
12 months—a jump from $215.9 billion to $231 bil‐
lion. In Santa Clara County, the value has reached a
record‐breaking $619.9 billion, according to county
data. That’s a $43 billion increase over the prior year,
demonstrating the COVID‐19 pandemic’s economic
impact has limited reach.

Changes of home ownership and new commercial
construction continue to be the greatest drivers of
growth in the region, Santa Clara County Assessor

Larry Stone told San José Spotlight. New construc‐
tion in the county contributed $5.9 billion to the total
increase last year. Changes in home ownership con‐
tributed $24.5 billion—nearly half of the total in‐
crease—in the region. In San Jose, residential assess‐
ments accounted for $9.9 billion of the total increase,
while commercial properties contributed $5.1 bil‐
lion.

The county’s assessment roll, which contains near‐
ly 500,000 properties ranging from boats and air‐
planes to commercial buildings, is revalued every
year.

“In Silicon Valley, the luxury home market has
been on fire particularly,” Stone said. “On the com‐
mercial side, it was primarily new construction and
major (tech) companies building and leasing
spaces.”

San Jose sees rising property 
values despite economic woes

LETTER
TO THE
EDITOR

The Honor Society of Phi Kappa
Phi inducts Gia Hy Hoang

G
ia Hy Hoang of Evergreen Valley (inset) was
recently initiated into The Honor Society of Phi
Kappa Phi, the nation's old‐

est and most selective collegiate
honor society for all academic dis‐
ciplines. Hoang attends San Jose
State University.

Phi Kappa Phi membership is by
invitation only and requires nomi‐
nation and approval by a chapter.
Only the top 10 percent of seniors
and 7.5 percent of juniors are eligi‐
ble for membership. Graduate stu‐
dents in the top 10 percent of the

number of candidates for graduate degrees may also
qualify, as do faculty, professional staff and alumni
who have achieved scholarly distinction.

Phi Kappa Phi was founded in 1897 under the
leadership of undergraduate student Marcus L.

Urann who had a desire to create a
different kind of honor society: one
that recognized excellence in all
academic disciplines. Today, the
Society has chapters on more than
325 campuses in the United States,
its territories and the Philippines.
Its mission is "To recognize and
promote academic excellence in all
fields of higher education and to
engage the community of scholars
in service to others."
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Adelphi University
names Pappas to
Spring 2022
Dean's List 

Outstanding student Emman‑
uelle Pappas has been named to
the spring 2022 semester Dean's
List at Adelphi University. Pappas
is a graduate of Silver Creek High
School.

The Dean's List includes full‐
time students registered for 12 or
more credits who have completed
at least 9 graded credits and
achieved a GPA of 3.5 or above for
the semester. This recognition be‐
comes part of the student's aca‐
demic record and is entered into
the individual's transcript.

Adelphi's Dean of Arts and Sci‐
ences, Education and Health Sci‐
ence, Business, Nursing and Pub‐
lic Health, Social Work and Psy‐
chology recognize superior aca‐
demic work every semester. 

Adelphi University, New York, is
a highly awarded, nationally
ranked, powerfully connected
doctoral research university dedi‐
cated to transforming students'
lives through small classes with
world‐class faculty, hands‐on
learning and innovative ways to
support academic and career suc‐
cess. Adelphi offers exceptional
liberal arts and sciences programs
and professional training, with
particular strength in our Core
Four: Arts and Humanities, STEM
and Social Sciences, the Business
and Education Professions, and
Health and Wellness.

Pranav Pusarla of
Evergreen named
to Georgia Tech
Dean’s List  

Pranav Pusarla of Evergreen
Valley made the Dean's List for the

Spring 2022 semester at the Geor‐
gia Institute of Technology. This
designation is awarded to under‐
graduate students who have
earned a 3.0 or higher academic
average for the semester.

The Georgia Institute of Tech‐
nology, or Georgia Tech, is a top 10
public research university devel‐
oping leaders who advance tech‐
nology and improve the human
condition.

The Institute offers business,
computing, design, engineering,
liberal arts, and sciences degrees.
Its nearly 44,000 students, repre‐
senting 50 states and 149 coun‐
tries, study at the main campus in
Atlanta, at campuses in France
and China, and through distance
and online learning.

Evergreen School
District Board
Member Leila
Welch Resigns

Evergreen School District (ESD)
Board of Trustees Member Leila
Welch has announced that she
will resign from the Board, effec‐
tive immediately. 

Welch has served on the ESD
Board since December 2016.

“It is with a full heart that I bid
goodbye to the Evergreen School
District community. After six
years of service as a Board of
Trustee, I decided to step down
from my role as a board member
effective immediately.  In the past
six years, I had the pleasure of
working with my Board col‐
leagues to balance and pass budg‐
ets, hire and evaluate superin‐
tendents and celebrate the suc‐
cesses of all Evergreen schools
and diverse student populations.
I want to thank my Board col‐
leagues, ESD staff, students, and
families for their love and support
over the years. Farewell to my
Evergreen family I will miss you.”

The Registrar of Voters has
been notified of Ms. Welch’s resig‐
nation.  Section 5091 states, that
the default 60‐day rule shall not
apply to a vacancy on a governing

board if the vacancy occurs, or a
resignation specifying a deferred
effective date is filed with the
county superintendent of schools,
during the period between six
months and 130 days prior to a
regularly scheduled governing
board election and the position is
not scheduled to be filled at such
election. In such a case, the posi‐
tion shall be filled at a special elec‐
tion for that position to be consol‐
idated with the regular election. A
person elected to fill a position un‐
der this subdivision shall take of‐
fice at the next regularly sched‐
uled meeting of the governing
board following the certification
of the election and shall serve only
until the end of the term of the po‐
sition which he or she was elected
to fill. As the upcoming election
for three Board of Trustees seats
is scheduled for November 8,
2022, the period covered by this
provision is May 8, 2022, to July 1,
2022. Accordingly, the vacancy
must be filed by a special election
as part of the November election.
The candidate elected at that time
will serve for two years (ending

December 2024). Thereafter, the
seat will be up for election (for the
full four‐year term) in November
2024.

Board President Chris Corpus
stated, “For the many years I have
known and worked with Leila
Welch, the one thing I understood
that defines her excellence in edu‐
cation is her laser focus on success
for all students. As a teacher, ad‐
ministrator, Trustee, and commu‐
nity volunteer, she served self‐

lessly and with dedication, ensur‐
ing that all voices were heard, ap‐
preciated, and represented. Al‐
though we will miss her leader‐
ship on the dais, she certainly will
remain a leader in the community.
Please join me in thanking Trustee
Welch for her excellent service,
and for me, for her friendship.”

“I want to thank Ms. Leila Welch
for her dedicated service as a
Trustee in the Evergreen School
District and for her many years of
service in education as a teacher,
district administrator, community
leader, and most importantly an
advocate for all students,” said Dr.
Antoine Hawkins, Superinten‐
dent. “Undoubtedly, Ms. Welch
played an important role in ensur‐
ing the success of the Evergreen
School District. In the most chal‐
lenging times her leadership, her
contributions, her commitment to
the board, and her commitment to
ensuring the success of all stu‐
dents did not falter. I truly appre‐
ciate her wisdom and belief in my
vision for ESD. I wish her the best
in her retirement as she intends to
spend more time with family.”
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Board President
Chris Corpus stated,
“For the many years
I have known and
worked with Leila
Welch, the one thing
I understood that
defines her excel‑
lence in education is
her laser focus 
on success for 
all students.” 
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Free admission for 
the entire family

T
he 2022 Italian Family Festa is back
and better than ever August 20‐21
celebrating its 40th anniversary at

History Park San Jose. Admission is free.
The Italian American Heritage Founda‐

tion announced the return of Italian Fam‑
ily Festa after two years as it gears up to
share their Italian culture hospitality with
the Bay Area community. The festivities
begin on Saturday, August 20 from 11:00
a.m.  – 8:00 p.m. and Sunday, August 21,
11:00 a.m.  – 6:00 p.m. 

Community support
“We are thrilled to be back after two years

and grateful for the community support, vol‐
unteers, plus grants from the City of San Jose
and County of Santa Clara that make this fes‐
tival possible,” said Nancy Morreale, Festa
Director. “With everything going on make
sure to make time for our daily grape stomp
and a marionette show each day, and don’t
forget our Festa Wine Tasting Garden, pre‐
sented by The Sobrato Philanthropies,
which will feature local Italian wineries and
is always a popular activity.” 

Family emphasized
This year will be a Festa to remember.

”The Foundation announced it is empha‐
sizing the family at Italian Family Festa
with the addition of a new children’s area,
Ragazzi Zona, sponsored by Harker
School. The new additions are set in a

large grass area where families can relax
and children can hear Italian story tellers,
enjoy crafts, and learn some Italian along
with all the fun,” Morreale said.

Musical performances 
“This year, the Roma Stage will feature

musical acts with performances from
Mike Annuzzi, Blue House, Bella Ciao,
John DeMers, a tribute to Sinatra and our
“Saturday Night Street Dance” with
Livewire, a Bay Area favorite tribute
band,” said Morreale. “A special Sunday
only Festa favorite, the performance by
the Anthony “Nino” Lane Band, will bring
all generations of music lovers together.”

Culinary secrets shared
FESTA goers can unwind and enjoy a

culinary demonstration on the La Cucina
Galbani® Cooking Stage with Galbani’s
celebrity Mark Sciortino “Chef Marco”
along with a variety of local chefs all shar‐
ing their culinary secrets with you. Gal‐
bani® will also host the cheese log build‐
ing contest for kids each day.

“Of course, we haven’t forgotten all the
favorite things that make our Festa
unique,” said Morreale.  “Our Cultural Vil‐
lage, presented by JP Napoli Companies,
will feature presentations on local Italian
history, the lace makers are back demon‐
strating the lost art of Italian lace, and the
Italian Renaissance Swordsmanship

See FESTA, next page

Italian Family Festa returns 
celebrating its 40th year at 
History Park San Jose Aug. 20-21

Bella Ciao

“Saturday Night Street Dance” 
with Livewire

The entire family will enjoy the Italian Family Festa (pictured: the 2019 event).
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By Jana Kadah
San José Spotlight

O
ne of San Jose’s most dangerous
roads will receive multi‐million‐dol‐
lar funding from the state to reduce

accidents and fatalities.
The city is receiving $10 million in state

funding to install more street lights, build
out bike lanes and other protective meas‐
ures around Senter Road. The 4.7‐mile
stretch from Monterey Road to Story Road
ranks sixth in terms of traffic accidents,
with more than 570 accidents since 2016.
During this period dozens have been seri‐
ously injured and killed.

State Assemblymember Ash Kalra, who
represents part of the city’s East Side, advo‐
cated for the $10 million for fiscal year
2022‐23. The funding will add concrete me‐
dians and partitions for bike lanes, en‐
hanced crosswalks with flashing beacons
and better street lights. It also includes a
new traffic light at Senter Road and Balfour
Drive to simplify the complex intersection,

and new signage and additional radar
speed signs on other streets.

District 7 Councilmember Maya Esparza
said for years, residents have been asking
for more street lights, better signals and ad‐
ditional protections for bike lanes and
that’s what this money provides.

“We’ve had some just really heartbreak‐
ing accidents on Senter,” Esparza told San
José Spotlight. “You have the elderly cross‐
ing the street with children. You can see
moms out there with strollers, so that’s
why the urgency to do something immedi‐
ately was there.”

During the last decade, San Jose traffic
deaths more than doubled from 29 in 2010
to 60 in 2021. Last year was a record high
with 60 deaths and 2022 is on track to beat
this number with 36 deaths to date.

Senter Road is the first major safety cor‐
ridor redesign project in San Jose that has
been prioritized through the city’s 2020 Vi‐
sion Zero Action Plan, Kalra said. San Jose
adopted the Vision Zero initiative in 2015

to analyze traffic data and develop safety
programs after 60 traffic fatalities occurred
that year. In 2018, the city identified 17 of
its most dangerous corridors — seven of
the streets run through District 7.

“The proposed improvements will make
this corridor safer and more amenable for
all street users,” Kalra wrote in his budget
letter request. “Especially for the city’s dis‐
advantaged communities that live and
work in this area of San Jose.”

Data analyzed by San José Spotlight
found those roads account for more than
70% of all traffic‐related deaths last year.
District 7 had the most fatalities with 16.
The deaths occurred along Monterey and
Story roads, McLaughlin Avenue, Capitol
Expressway and Tully and Senter roads.

The city has funded temporary, quick‐
build infrastructure solutions to make
streets safer. On Senter Road, the city spent
under $1 million to paint the intersections
and put green balls and plastic barriers in
place to force drivers to slow down. These
efforts saw traffic death and serious in‐
juries along Senter Road drop from 15 in
2020 to five in 2021, according to city data.

Esparza said while that was a notable im‐
provement, she is ecstatic to see a much
larger investment on the East Side.

“This $10 million is to serve people that
are already there in the heart of San Jose,”
Esparza said. “It’s not to serve a new proj‐
ect. It’s not to build new development. It’s
to do right by the people who live in the
heart of our city. And that’s what’s different
about this project. It’s the equity part of it.”

The redesign of Senter Road has a $30
million price tag, but the $10 million allows
the city to move forward and qualify San
Jose to apply for additional grants. Typical‐
ly, money for transportation projects is
doled out only when there is new redevel‐
opment, which is why this investment is
noteworthy, Esparza said.

“Nothing’s real in transportation until
you have money,” Esparza said. “Now that
we do, we are literally applying for more
grants this month.”

By August, the city will release the time‐
line for the Senter Road corridor safety im‐
provement project. It’s unclear how long
the build out will take.

Times Community News

The Tully Road and Senter Road intersection is one of the most dangerous locations in San Jose. 
Photo by Tran Nguyen.

Crossing San Jose streets
may become less dangerous

Festa
Continued from previous page

Academy, a local group, will be reen‐
acting medieval sword fights and shar‐
ing their experience and knowledge.”

Navy brass band honored
This year the foundation is honored to

host the United States Navy brass band,
along with a few friendly Naval robots
that love to share and show off for the
crowd. 

So, grab a glass of wine, fill up on Ital‐
ian food and enjoy a day in Italy right
here in Santa Clara Valley at the 2022
Italian Family Festa!  

About Italian Family Festa
The Italian Family Festa is presented

by the Italian American Heritage Foun‐
dation (IAHF). The Festa brings to the
Santa Clara Valley all things Italian.
Through food, music, crafts, bocce, grape
stomp, cultural offerings and wine tast‐
ing garden they share their Italian cul‐

ture and heritage. They welcome every‐
one to share a bit of Italy. All proceeds
support the preservation of Italian cul‐
ture and the Italian American Heritage
Foundation Scholarship Program.

About Italian American Heritage
Foundation

The Italian American Heritage Foun‐
dation (IAHF), a 501(c)(3) non‐profit or‐
ganization, is dedicated to the preserva‐
tion and promotion of Italian heritage
and culture in the Santa Clara Valley.
IAHF Cultural Center, 425 N. Fourth St,
San Jose, CA, iahfsj.org, iahfsj@iahfsj.org,
408‐293‐7122 

Editor’s note: History Park San Jose is
located at 1650 Senter Road, San Jose, CA.
For more information, visit www.Italian‑
FamilyFestaSJ.org  For a schedule of ac‑
tivities, visit www.italianfamilyfestasj.
org/schedule. Follow the Festa on Twit‑
ter: http://twitter. com/ItalianFestaSJ;
and Facebook: https:// www.facebook.
com/italianfamilyfesta
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You might see
more beat cops
in San Jose
neighborhoods

By Tran Nguyen
San José Spotlight

S
an Jose is ready to bring back police foot
patrols to address rising safety concerns
and build trust with residents, a service

that has not gotten consistent funding for
decades.

The City Council unanimously approved a
proposal from Mayor Sam Liccardo last
month to fund 16 police to patrol San Jose
streets. The program, which costs nearly $3.7
million, is part of the mayor’s efforts to re‐
build the police department.

The program will add four permanent foot
patrol officers to each police division in the
city—with the focus on the downtown core,
dense residential neighborhoods and busi‐
ness corridors. SJPD has four divisions, in‐
cluding central/downtown, Foothill, South‐
ern and Western.

“Thanks to this year’s budget, for the first
time in decades, San Jose will have dedicated
walking beats in every police district, and
added foot patrols to high crime areas and
downtown focused on street outreach, re‐
newing our commitment to community polic‐
ing in San Jose,” Liccardo said. 

The San Jose Police Department is the most
thinly‐staffed law enforcement department
of any major U.S. metropolis, city officials
said. The chronic staffing shortages in the de‐
partment have intensified over the past
decade from budget cuts. Increases in popula‐
tion and calls for service have also resulted in
rising demand for police.

Police officials and residents hope the pro‐
gram will help law enforcement build relation‐
ships with the communities they serve, further
advancing community‐based policing.

“Foot patrols are significant because, by de‐
sign, they are made to interact on a face‐to‐face
basis with community members, local busi‐
nesses and visitors to the area,” SJPD
spokesperson Steve Aponte told San José Spot‐
light.

San Jose expects the new officers to start
patrolling in a year, as hiring and training will
take at least 12 months, Aponte said. The city
will rely on current officers to pilot the pro‐
gram this year. The City Council budgeted
$900,000 in overtime funding to accommo‐
date this first year need.

The funding also includes $632,000 to pur‐
chase eight patrol vehicles, $186,192 in
equipment for the new officers and $67,536
for other supplies, budget documents show.

A game‑changer for downtown
Councilmember Dev Davis, who has long

called for more police officers, said the cap‐

tains of each division will decide where offi‐
cers will patrol on foot. The city also has plans
to use data to prioritize high crime areas.

“When we have done walks with SJPD in
the past, in our business corridors, they are
always very well received,” Davis told San
José Spotlight. “It’s really a way to get the
community and the police department work‐
ing together and to understand each other.”

Downtown leaders and residents are excit‐
ed about the foot patrol program, calling it
long overdue. The issue came to a boiling
point in April after an unhoused person as‐
saulted a San Jose Downtown Association
worker while cleaning graffiti.

Downtown San Jose’s recovery from the
COVID‐19 pandemic has also been grim and
economically lagging, a new city report
shows. Months‐long shelter‐in‐place orders
led longtime businesses to close. With tech
workers still working remotely, restaurants
and bars continuing to suffer, and people are
not comfortable walking downtown, a neigh‐
borhood association leader said.

“This is going to be a significant change for
the downtown core,” Elizabeth Chien‐Hale,
president of the San Jose Downtown Residents
Association, told San José Spotlight. “I don’t
think downtown is going to be revived until we
can promise people that it is clean and safe.”

Businesses don’t want to move into down‐
town because of safety issues, Chien‐Hale
added. She hopes the city will dedicate more
officers in the downtown core.

Scott Knies, CEO of the San Jose Downtown
Association, said the business group has been
hiring SJPD officers to walk the downtown
core prior to the program. He’s disappointed
the city will have to wait a year for foot pa‐
trols to be fully implemented.

“We’re really optimistic that the level of in‐
teraction with the community will increase
with the foot patrol concept,” Knies told San
José Spotlight, adding he hopes to see more
collaboration between the Santa Clara County
Sheriff’s Office and San Jose State campus po‐
lice as well. “I just wish we could (start) the
services up quicker.”

Challenges ahead
Tom Saggau, spokesperson for the San Jose

Police Officers’ Association, is skeptical of the
program, citing the city’s issue with hiring
and retaining police officers.

“We feel a little bit frustrated because it al‐
ways sounds good on paper, but where are
these bodies gonna come from?” Saggau told
San José Spotlight, adding he worries the city
will cut back on other services to prioritize foot
patrols.

District 3 Councilmember Raul Peralez,
representing downtown, said the city has im‐
proved its retention issue and is working to
hire new officers for the program.

“We’re not losing them at the same rate that
we were five years ago, but hiring has gotten
more challenging indeed,” Peralez told San
José Spotlight. “It’s a reality that we may not
be fully prepared to permanently staff these
new 16 positions next year.”
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Museums for All initiative offers 
inclusion for low‑income families

By William Bellou
Publisher

T
housands of visitors attended the re‐
opening of the popular STEAM‐based
exhibition Potter the Otter: A Healthy

Adventure at Children’s Discovery Museum
of San Jose. 

Featuring the beloved otter’s adventures
and his discovery that eating fruits and veg‐
gies, drinking plenty of water, and staying
active helps children become their best
selves, the exhibit emphasizes positive
messages for parents about the benefits of
healthy decisions and affirming fun activi‐
ties for children. 

The exhibition originally opened in Feb‐
ruary of 2020 with funding from FIRST 5
Santa Clara County, but had to immediately
close due to COVID. The exhibition will now
run 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. through January
15, 2023.   

“We’re so pleased to bring this exhibition
back to the community. The goals of the ex‐
hibit remain critically important – curbing
childhood obesity and supporting the de‐
velopment of very young children with ac‐
tivities that promote learning through cre‐
ativity and developing critical thinking and
problem‐solving skills” said Marilee Jen‐
nings, executive director of Children’s Dis‐
covery Museum of San Jose. “I’m so proud
of the work we do with FIRST 5 Santa Clara
County to change the lives of very young
children by helping families and children
make positive choices.”

“We are so thrilled to be a part of this cel‐
ebration as we slowly return to familiar life
patterns as we emerge from COVID‐19. The
re‐opening of this exhibit where children
can learn, enjoy, and play is a joyous mo‐
ment,” says Jennifer Kelleher Cloyd, chief
executive officer of FIRST 5 Santa Clara
County. “With recent news of the COVID‐19
vaccine being available for our youngest
children, we are excited to share our
newest Potter the Otter book at this event
about helping young children handle their
emotions during the pandemic.”

With friends – Moose, Goose, Toada, and
the Kangaroos – Potter is off to catch a Rain‐

bow Racer fish and join a water polo team.
Tag along with Potter and pedal a boat,
build and stack small logs to forge Rainbow
River, explore Lapis Lake and Bubbling
Brook, and create a colorful plate in The
Market for a healthy adventure!

Near the end of Potter’s exploits, children
can help Potter catch the Rainbow Racer
and take his well‐deserved place on the wa‐
ter polo team ‐ celebrating the healthy
choices of eating fruits and veggies, drink‐
ing plenty of water, and being active. 

Cost of museum admission: adults: $15;
children: $15; seniors: $14; infants and
members are free.  

Editor’s Note: Reduced Admission Tick‐
ets are available so that all are welcome and
included in the Discovery Museum experi‐
ence with the Museums for All initiative.
Their website states: Children’s Discovery
Museum is proud to be part of the Muse‐
ums for All national initiative.

Ensuring that every child and family has
access to high quality museum experiences,
Museums for All makes it affordable for all
families to discover our fun educational ex‐
hibits, programs, and events anytime dur‐
ing regular Museum hours.

Offering an easy way for low‐income
families to access the Museum at a reduced
rate, Museums for All shines a light on our
community’s commitment to inclusiveness
and accessibility for all children regardless
of neighborhood, background, or ability to
pay.

Museums for All is a cooperative initia‐
tive of the Institute of Museum and Library
Services and the Association of Children’s
Museums.

All Museums for All tickets must be pur‐
chased in‐person at the Museum.

$2 per person for up to four people dur‐
ing regular Museum hours when you show
photo ID plus one of the following:

• EBT card
• BIC card
• WIC Card
Cards cannot be used for payment. Dis‐

covery Museum accepts cash, Visa, Master‐
Card, American Express, and Discover.

Advance reservations are not required. A
percentage of tickets are allocated for this
program for each session.

Potter the Otter: A Healthy Adventure exhibition 
re-opens at Children’s Discovery Museum of San Jose
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San Jose Chamber 
celebrating its 40 
year anniversary at its
Annual BBQ August 25 

By Tony Mirenda
It’s that time of year again! 
The San Jose Chamber Annual BBQ is

quickly approaching and this year we are
celebrating our 40 year anniversary! 

We’re firing up the BBQ Grill (a grill for
500+ that is) and looking forward to a great

night of networking, drinks, and fun. Come
join us as we continue to once again cele‐
brate camaraderie and good fellowship in
our wonderful San Jose Summer weather!

Sponsorships and group ticket packages
are available for purchase and can be split
between companies. VERY affordable indi‐
vidual tickets are available as well by acti‐
vating this link in your favorite browser:
https://lnkd.in/gqzBZ5eq

Mark your calendars for Thursday, Au‐
gust 25 from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. and
we’ll see you there!

For more information, contact Kathryn
at: kathryns@sjchamber.com.
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By Lorraine Gabbert
San José Spotlight

A
proposed track and field at the Santa
Clara County Fairgrounds may re‐
turn a university to former glory.

Assemblymember Ash Kalra requested
$25 million from the state Legislature for a
San Jose State University Speed City Legacy
Center and Track and Field Training Facili‐
ty. The Legislature approved $4 million in
the 2022‐23 fiscal year budget. The 9‐acre
project will be a partnership with Santa
Clara County and San Jose State University
at the fairgrounds.

The facility gets its name from the uni‐
versity’s track team, known as Speed City,
after several of its athletes competed in the
1968 Olympics. Two of the medal winners,
Tommie Smith and John Carlos, raised their
fists during the awards ceremony in
protest of racism and human rights viola‐
tions. This iconic moment initiated the
Olympic Project for Human Rights and is
captured in a statue on the SJSU campus.   

Kalra would like to see a center for social
justice programming and services for the
underserved as part of the track and field
project.

“By funding the Speed City Legacy Cen‐
ter… we can use the framework of restora‐
tive justice to create a dynamic home to
keep the legacy and values of Speed City
and the Olympic Project for Human Rights
alive,” he said in a statement.

This isn’t the only sports‐related work
planned at the Santa Clara County Fair‐
grounds. The county wants to create a vari‐
ety of recreational opportunities at the site,
and has lease agreements with the San Jose
Earthquakes for a soccer academy and Ma‐
jor League Cricket for a 15,000‐person sta‐
dium on 14 acres of the fairgrounds.

Santa Clara County entered into a no‐
cost exclusive negotiating agreement with
SJSU in April to study the feasibility of leas‐
ing the parcel for the Speed City project.
The contract runs until April 2023. During
this time, SJSU will determine the potential
costs and revenue for the project, provide
design and planning details, develop a
community engagement plan and develop‐
ment agreement and propose a lease for
board review.

The facility, located in an unincorporated
part of the fairgrounds just south of

Franklin Elementary School, would also be
open for public use. 

Kenneth Mashinchi, spokesperson for
SJSU, said the efforts by Kalra and Supervi‐
sor Cindy Chavez to secure funding for the
Speed City project are appreciated.

“The funding from the state budget is
held by Santa Clara County,” he told San
José Spotlight. “We look forward to our
continued partnership with the county re‐
garding the funding and how it could be
used.”

The site has been underutilized for years.
It’s home to the annual county fair, off‐
track horse betting and a paintball arena. It
also has a shelter that serves 50 to 80

homeless people per night, and part of the
area also serves as the county’s largest
COVID‐19 testing site. A group of advocates
is pushing for a portion of the fairgrounds
to be used for safe RV parking and prefabri‐
cated housing for homeless people.

About 72% of residents surveyed said
they value the fairgrounds as a public
meeting and event space, with 80% want‐
ing active recreation on the site, according
to Chavez, whose district houses the fair‐
grounds. She was not available for com‐
ment.

“It will be an honor to host the legacy
of San Jose State’s iconic track program
and the Olympic Project for Human
Rights,” Chavez previously told San José
Spotlight.

San Jose Councilmember Maya Esparza
also supported Kalra’s request for the de‐
velopment of the Speed City Legacy Center.
As chair of the city’s Monterey Corridor
Working Group, she said the project priori‐
tizes historically marginalized and 

See TRACK, next page

The entrance to the Santa Clara County Fairgrounds on Tully Road in San Jose. Photo by Lorraine Gabbert.

San Jose State track 
proposal for fairgrounds

About 72% of residents sur‑
veyed said they value the fair‑
grounds as a public meeting
and event space, with 80%
wanting active recreation on
the site, according to Chavez,
whose district houses the fair‑
grounds. She was not avail‑
able for comment.
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10%
DISCOUNT:

Mention this
ad!

(408) 254-1949

W
hy not mark your calendar for a tru‐
ly fun‐filled opportunity for you,
your family and friends to take a

walk back in history!
The 22nd annual Antique Autos in History

Park presented by the Santa Clara Valley Mod‐
el T Ford Club and History San José will take
place on Saturday, September 17, 2022 from
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

This event fills History Park (Kelley Park,
693 Phelan Ave, San José, CA) with 200 peri‐
od‐correct pre‐1946 vehicles, fire equipment,
bicycles, and motorcycles of all makes.

Entering your antique vehicle  
There is no registration re‐quired to enter a

vehicle. Just bring your antique vehicle to the
gate at History Park.  

All vehicles permitted on the grounds of
History Park, from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
were manufactured between the late 1800s
and 1945 and are period‐correct. 

No vehicle will be allowed on the grounds of
History Park during the show that is newer
than 1945.

The featured vehicles this year are Horse‐
less Carriages, (Up to 1915).

Also located on the grounds will be the Ear‐

ly Day Gas Engine and Tractor Association.
There will be antique crafts demonstrated
and antique collectibles displayed.  

A Dixieland Jazz Band will provide music,
songs will be sung by The Fabulous Jewel‐
Tones, and dancing by the San Francisco Bay
Area Vintage Dancers.  Food will be available
from food trucks and ice cream from O'Brien's
Cafe. Activities are provided for kids.  

Please note there is NO alcohol, NO pets
(except service dogs), and NO BBQs allowed
inside the park. These are Park rules and
must be followed. 

Plan your day around the following: 
11:15  Dance Performance
12:00  The Fabulous JewelTones
12:30  Music by Toot Sweet Jazz Band
12:30  Video: Horseless Carriage Brass Tour
2:00  Model T Put Together
2:30  Barbershop Quartet
3:00  Magician
3:30  Drawing for Door Prizes 

Admission  
Adults: $ 10; History San Jose members and
Children (6 to 12) $5. Participants & Children
under 6: Free (Adjacent City Parking: $10).

Antique autos in History Park Sept. 17
The largest annual antique auto show in the West: ‘A living History Day

Workers set up a stage for a music series at the Santa Clara County Fairgrounds. Photo by Lorraine Gabbert.

Track
Continued from previous page
underserved low‐income communities of
color in a letter to the State Assembly Budg‐

et Committee. She was not available for
comment.

Nick Kaspar, Esparza’s chief of staff, told
San José Spotlight the project brings critical
open space with grass fields to nearby resi‐
dents.
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TECH JARGON OF THE WEEK

Contactless Payments

H
ave you ever stumbled into a conversation
where everyone is speaking around this
“techie” word – and even after you’ve bro‐

ken in, it is difficult to understand the unfamiliar
jargon and acronyms? Well, there’s no need to
sweat it. Let me teach you the meaning of some
commonly used tech words:

Contactless Payments
Have you simply tapped your credit card to a ter‐

minal to buy a coffee, doughnut, or slice of pizza?
Merchants like Visa, Mastercard have rolled out

the technology to make contactless cards a reality.
The successful rollout of EMV chip cards has
proven that consumers are willing to adapt to new

ways to use credit cards.
How do they work?
They come embedded with chips and a near‐

field communication – or NFC – antenna. When
consumers are ready to check out, they tap their
contactless cards to a point‐of‐sale terminal. The
card communicates with the chip terminal through
radio waves. Contactless cards come with en‐
hanced security, too. The cards generate a unique
cryptogram with every transaction, making it more
difficult for thieves to steal data.

Today’s EMV cards, in which consumers must
dip their cards into a reader, can take up to 30 sec‐
onds to close a transaction. Contactless cards can
complete the same transaction in 13 to 15 seconds,
thus making them a viable option.

Contactless payments are not just in the form of
contactless credit cards! They can be in the form of
key fobs, smart cards or mobile wallets using de‐

vices like smartphones that use RFID (radio‐fre‐
quency identification) or NFC (near‐field commu‐
nication). So how do mobile wallets work? 

The NFC technology enables mobile wallet apps
to link the secure credit card information which is
stored in your mobile device to the connected pay‐
ment terminal. Therefore, all you must do is open
the app that contains your credit card information
and move it in front of the terminal.

In addition, this app can be used for managing
your finances by tracking your spending and sign‐
ing up for digitized receipts and purchase notifica‐
tions. Finally, it can help you store data on your
phone, improve mobile shopping experience and
make better spending decisions. Examples include
Apple Pay, Samsung Pay, and Google Pay etc. 

Apparently, there are numerous technology dis‐
coveries around contactless payments that can not
only improve security, but also make the entire

payment process more convenient and faster.
Some of these methods are simple and straightfor‐
ward, while others are ambiguous and more diffi‐
cult to grasp.

As the technology gains acceptance, nontradi‐
tional banking institutions and third‐party pay‐
ment providers such as PayPal have begun to ex‐
periment with ways to improve frictionless check‐
out. For example, some payment providers are ex‐
ploring ways that GPS technology can be added to
help mobile customers locate financial services,
such as ATMs, or opt into loyalty promotions con‐
ducted through targeted geofenced campaigns.

Do you enjoy reading this column?  Send in your
comments or feedback to the author at shub.sax‑
en@gmail.com. Shubhi Asthana works as a Research
Senior Software Engineer at the IBM Almaden Re‑
search Center, San Jose.



Revitalization of Lake
Cunningham approved

Last month, the San Jose City Council
unanimously approved saving the re‐
maining Measure T funds towards envi‐
ronmental and water quality improve‐
ments projects and to come back to coun‐
cil in February 2023 with an allocation
plan that brings forward the results of
the ongoing study to improve the water
quality at Lake Cunningham. 

Neighborhood 
Beautification

Have you noticed your streets being
cleaner? 

This, past month, there were three
clean up events in District 8.   

The success of the clean ups was made
possible by the hard work of the  neigh‐
borhood associations and volunteers
who came out to help beautify the com‐
munity – including Meadowfair Neigh‐
borhood Group, Norwood Neighborhood
Association, and Evergreen Estates
Neighborhood Association. In fact – it
was both Norwood Neighborhood Asso‐
ciation and Evergreen Estates Neighbor‐
hood Association first ever dumpster
days! A total of 10 dumpster bins were
completely filled all thanks to their lead‐
ership! 

Pavement projects 
in District 8

It’s Summer, which means it’s repave‐
ment season! The City of San José’s Depart‐
ment of Transportation has released their
three‐year paving plan – where Coun‐
cilmember Sylvia Arenas has advocated for
your street to be repaved. Please visit the
Pavement Story Map to check out all the
streets that have been repaved and are in
the pipeline to get repaved! 

National Night Out
National Night Out is returning this sum‐

mer and is a favorite amongst our neighbor‐
hood associations!

You are invit‐
ed to participate
with your neigh‐
bors throughout
San José in cele‐
bration of Na‐
tional Night Out
on Tuesday, Au‐
gust 2nd, 2022! 

Join over 38 million neighbors across
more than 16 thousand communities
around the nation for National Night Out, an
annual community building campaign that

promotes police/community partnerships
and neighborhood spirit to make our
neighborhoods safer, more caring places
to live. 

Free groceries available
for those 
in need

The City of San
José is coordinat‐
ing a countywide
food distribution
system for those
in need. To access
food or volun‐

teer, visit siliconvalleystrong.org, call 2‐
1‐1, or text your zip code to 898211. #Sil‐
iconValleyStrong means food for all. 

‘Connect to Resources’
Do you need information on Food Re‐

sources, Housing, Employment, Health &
Wellness, Utilities or Immigrant Re‐
sources? Or do you need help and assis‐
tance in another area? 

A resource center is now available for
you. It’s a one stop “go to” for information
you need to help you during the Coron‐
avirus‐19 pandemic. Go to http://www.
sanjoseca.gov/vlac or call 3‐1‐1 to find
information on all of these areas. 
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Report: 2022’s Best
Cities for Hipsters

I
f you love all things indie, vintage, and
obscure, then you’re likely to thrive in
one of 2022’s Best Cities for Hipsters.

That’s why LawnStarter ranked the 200
biggest U.S. cities: to help maximize your
chances of finding a circa 1970s alpaca
wool coat, cage‐free eggs, and just chill
vibes.

We looked at 30 anti‐cool factors — from
access to thrift stores, farmers markets,
and vinyl to unicycle‐ and morning rave‐
friendliness.

Check out the 10 best cities for the mod‐
ern Bohemian (and the 10 cities that hip‐
sters would find very midtown) below.
You’ll also find some of our rants and raves
about the ranking results. 

Our full ranking and analysis are avail‑
able here:  https://www.lawnstarter.com/
blog/studies/most‑hipster‑cities  

Report: 2022’s Best
& Worst Places to
Rent in America

W
ith last year’s rental prices having
grown at nearly double the rate of
any previous year, the personal‐fi‐

nance website WalletHub today released
its report on 2022’s Best & Worst Places to

Rent in America, as well as accompanying
videos and expert commentary.

To help prospective renters get the most
bang for their buck, WalletHub compared
more than 180 U.S. cities based on 22 key
indicators of rental attractiveness and
quality of life. The data set ranges from his‐
torical rental‐price changes to the cost of
living to job availability.

To view the full report and your city’s rank,
please visit: https://wallethub.com/
edu/best‑cities‑for‑renters/23010

Best Cities for Renters Worst Cities for Renters
1. Columbia, MD 173. Augusta, GA
2. Overland Park, KS 174. Ontario, CA
3. Sioux Falls, SD 175. Vancouver, WA
4. Bismarck, ND 176. Shreveport, LA
5. Lincoln, NE 177. Columbus, GA
6. Chandler, AZ 178. New Orleans, LA
7. Scottsdale, AZ 179. Cleveland, OH
8. Gilbert, AZ 180. San Bernardino, CA
9. El Paso, TX 181. Memphis, TN
10. Casper, WY 182. Detroit, MI
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Whether it’s with a phone call, planning for the fu-
ture or by placing an order, please support our ad-

vertisers! They make the Evergreen Times possible!
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Allergy and Asthma Associates
Almaden Law

Church on the Rock
Compass Real Estate - Shawn Ansari

Evergreen School District
Evergreen Valley College

Jackie Jones - Coldwell Banker
Kindercare

Mexico Lindo
Mr. Peabody’s

Norman Y. Mineta San Jose International Airport
Nothing Bundt Cakes

Opera San Jose
Ramirez Realty Team

San Jose Youth Symphony
Silver Creek Academy

SOS Auto Repair
Valley Transportation Authority

Valley Water
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The solace
of citrus

By Matthew Frazier

I
n the fifteen years I worked in retail and
wholesale garden centers and nurseries,
I enjoyed the spoils of my

efforts to care for and promote
plants which were both aes‐
thetically pleasing and envi‐
ronmentally conscientious. 

The very first nursery I
worked in had eight consult‐
ants/salespersons of which I
was one, where I was assigned
to care for the owner’s and
manager’s citrus, ornamental
trees, and vines. 

The collector’s corner
I enjoyed the experience of

caring for each and all of the
plants, even the ones in The
Collectors’ Corner. There was something al‐
luring about the citrus which set them apart
from all other live goods on the property.

As the sun would set, the plethora of col‐
ors would glow in the waning light and ac‐
centuate the nuances of each and every item
in the spaces. The citrus were both shrubs
and trees. Their spectrum of oranges and
yellows from the fruits and the greens from
the foliage were something to witness.

Fragrance
The citrus have different flowering and

fruiting periods, depending on the variety.
One thing they had in common … The aroma
of the blossoms eclipsed all other features.
The fragrance drew native pollinators in‐
cluding our very own native bees. Standing
immediately outside of the gravel beds
where they resided, I took in the smell while
reminiscing about the day’s events.

There are many varieties of citrus, as one
will come to learn with some reading and
studying. There are dwarf, semi‐dwarf, and
standard versions of most varieties. The
dwarf limes were among our favorites. The
sharp contrast of tart flavor against the
sweet smell of the blossoms was one very
noted feature.

In the two years and one month I worked
at this nursery, I introduced hundreds of
customers to the gallery of citrus which
were my personal pride for which to care.
Staging the black plastic pots symmetrically
on a grid which was equidistant from all an‐
gles and sides caught the attention of
passersby.

Citrus can ward off nuisance insects
One little‐known advantage of citrus rinds

is that they contain an enzyme which will
ward off nuisance insects when grated with
a culinary or a wood rasp. I have concocted
home‐made repellents using citrus rinds,
dating back to when I worked at this nursery
and beyond.

One challenge with caring for frost‐tender
varieties is that they must be covered with
burlap as the sun goes down, to protect it
from the cold air which settles by night.
When the sun rises and the dew begins to

vaporize, the image is at once
cinematic and mesmerizing.

Regardless of whether you
visit a garden center/nursery,
a hardware store, or a home
improvement center to pur‐
chase your plants … You will
be well‐advised to visit the cit‐
rus section. The scene and the
scent invoke solace among
other positive emotions. 

Citrus like well‐draining
soils. I have seen them in a
wide variety of soil mediums
including nitrified redwood
dust and sand. The composi‐
tion and texture of the soil

medium has much to do with the drainage
efficiency of the citrus. I have found that the
best is an aggregate of small‐particle sand
and nitrified redwood dust.

Citrus love sunshine
If your landscape or yard has full sun most

of the day … Citrus is a strong candidate.
They can even handle brutal mid‐day sum‐
mer sun if irrigated correctly and efficiently.
Irrigating at night is best in late spring and
summer, I have found. The irrigation con‐
tractor I have mentioned in past articles
says 9pm, 12am, and 3am, two nights per
week in summer.

With the raging mega drought in Santa
Clara Valley and throughout California,
there is no better time to introduce this
gem to your property. For areas of the land‐
scape or yard which are battered by brutal
mid‐day sunlight … Few better options ex‐
ist.

Seek out citrus
To conclude: I strongly encourage you

each and all to visit your local retail garden
center or nursery and seek out the citrus. I
am confident you will find one or more va‐
rieties which speak to your desires. Thank
you for your time in reading this article.

I am available to answer questions via
email for any and all who wish to inquire.
Best wishes in your gardening and land‐
scaping endeavors. Be well.

Matthew Frazier is a Certified Water Man‑
ager, Qualified Water Efficient Landscaper,
and Qualified Stormwater Manager.  You
may contact him at:  (408) 656‑5622 – Mo‑
bile/Text; or by email: kitchenfrazier@hot‑
mail.com

Water Wise
Matthew Frazier,
Certified Water 

Manager
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CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418
Pastor: Rev. Naomi
Schulz
No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You
Are Welcome Here!
We are an Open and Af-
firming Congregation, and
celebrate members of the
LGBTQ+ Community.
Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM,
with communion open to
all.
Join Pastor Naomi for
tea/coffee at Orchard Val-
ley cafe in Campbell dur-
ing community drop-in
office hours from 11 AM
to 1 PM on most Tues-
days.
Our ministries/activities
include:
• Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednes-
day of every month, at
6PM.
• A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open Tu/
Th/ Sa 10:00 AM to
Noon.
• Lighted Window Pro-
ductions featuring uplift-
ing concerts, thought-
provoking theater produc-

tions, informative lec-
tures, and even an occa-
sional karaoke night--all
in a wholesome environ-
ment.  
Our activities flow from
our core values:
• Extravagant Joy
• Passionate Faith
• Loving Respect
• Deep Connectedness 
• Intentional Growth 
• Shared Laughter 
Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.or
g or better yet, visit us at
our worship services on
Sundays at 10:00 AM.
Coffee, refreshments, and
conversation always,
right after service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, wor-
ship and giving to our lo-
cal community. We are
proud to be UCC, Open
and Affirming (O&A) and
welcome members of the
LGBT community. We
support local LifeMoves
(formerly InnVision) Shel-
ter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco

Night Ministry, Second
Harvest Food Bank,
Church World Service,
and Communities Re-
sponding to End Poverty.
Worship Sunday, 9:00
AM followed by fellow-
ship and refreshments.
1st Sunday in Worship:
Holy Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck
Sunday.
Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives.
We assemble each Sun-
day to encourage each
other through singing,
studying, praying and
sharing in the Lord’s sup-
per. Simple—just like
what one reads about in
the New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San
Jose near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club). Come make new
Christian friends!

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120.  The
Rev. Shelley Booth Den-
ney, Rector Phone:408-
268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church
in Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nur-
ture and grow a strong
faith community of be-
lievers, a family of all
ages, where each mem-
ber feels welcomed,
loved, valued and em-
powered to serve. Chil-
dren are especially wel-
comed and cherished as
an important part of
God's family. All junior
high and senior high stu-
dents are welcome to
participate in our Youth
Groups. During the
school year we have joint
Sunday School with our
sister church, the Congre-
gational Church of Almaden
Valley, UCC. The Episcopal
Church in Almaden offers
the following regular oppor-
tunities for worship: Sun-
day at 7:30AM and
10:45AM, Holy Commun-
ion service. Each Sunday
service is followed by a
coffee hour for friendship
and conversation.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsanjose.org
2486 Ruby Ave, 
San Jose, CA 95148.
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum" the
English meaning is "Peace
be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who are
Muslims, and what is the
Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and way
of life. Islam began in the
7th century. People who
follow Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is the
Divine holy book that
guides Muslims to prac-
tice Islam. 
Please visit our website to
learn more. 
Jazāk Allāhu Khayran!

FIRST CHURCH 
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San
Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a
community serving the
Christ from the heart of
the City, working to know
Jesus and make Jesus
known by serving, wor-
shipping, and learning to-
gether.  Worship services
are at 10:00 AM at the Ho-
race Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa
Clara Streets). Worship in-
cludes both contemporary
and traditional music, a
message that is relevant
to real life, based in the
Bible, and meaningful to
people of all ages and
backgrounds.  We work in
our community to provide
real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counseling,
and spiritual direction.
Our children's & families'
ministries include Sunday
classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike
rides and fishing trips.
Come, Make a Difference
and feel the difference
God can make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchSJ.net
See you on Facebook
2650 ABORN ROAD at
Kettmann, across from
Evergreen Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 50 Years. John S
Goldstein, Pastor
Christian Worship every
Sunday at 11.00 am

Together let us build lives
toward excellence!
Music Institute
(408) 791-7772
After School lessons on
Piano, Violin, Viola, Flute
PreSchool, Age 2-6
years. Caring for your
child with God’s love and
affection.

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our members.
If you are looking for an
active Christian faith
community, we invite
you to experience Holy
Spirit Parish Community.
All are welcome! We are
located at 1200 Red-
mond Avenue, San Jose,
CA 95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m. Mon-
day - Friday. Our week-
end Mass schedule is
Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish
Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or
408-997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. Information
on Faith Formation for
children and adults can
be obtained by calling
our Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in
the loop with our 3sixty
High School Youth Min-
istry by calling 408-997-
5106. Holy Spirit School
serves grades Pre-K
through 8th, and is locat-
ed at 1198 Redmond Av-
enue. You can reach the
school office at 408-
268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 & 11:00
AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,
intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-
nity, promoting spiritual

growth, reaching out to
people in need and
whereyou get to know
peopleby name. We offer
children's religious edu-
cation (CREATE); Youth
Ministry (BLAST & X-
STATIC); Scripture Study
(day & evening); Se-
nior's Group and many
other adult ministries as
well. Saint Anthony
parish is located
in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120. Our
weekend Masses are at
4 p.m. on Saturday at
our historic church at
21800 Bertram Road in
New Almaden, CA
95042 and on Sunday at
8:30 a.m.,10:30 a.m.,
and 5:30 p.m. at the
McKean Road location.
Our Parish Office is open
Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and Tuesday thru Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and 1 - 4 p.m. For more
information, stop by the
Parish Office or call
(408) 997-4800, or visit
our website at www.
churchstanthony.com.
Fr. Larry Hendel, Pastor.

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh)
means "disciple" or "stu-
dent." A Sikh is a practi-
tioner of the faith founded
in the 15th century by
Guru Nanak in Punjab of
old British India.  A Guru
who is a "teacher" or "en-
lightener" completes the
relationship of teaching
and learning.  Sikhism is
monotheistic and stresses
the equality of all men and
women. Sikhs believe in
three basic principles;
meditating on the name of
God (praying), earning a
living by honest means
and sharing the fruits of
one's labor with others.
Currently there  are close
to one million Sikhs living
in the USA and Canada
and 25 million Sikhs living
around the world. Sikhism
is the 5th largest religion
in the world.  At the Gurd-
wara (House of God) in
San Jose we welcome all.
We pray daily for peace
and prosperity for every-
body in the world.  Come
to visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365 days
of the year and serves
complementary vegetari-
an meals.  We also en-
courage you to enter our
history room on site and
walk the beautiful

grounds. Learn more
about us and community
events we sponsor by vis-
iting our website;
http://www. SanJoseGur-
dwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofassisi.com 
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an in-
clusive diverse communi-
ty striving to serve as Dis-
ciples of Jesus Christ in
the footsteps of St. Fran-
cis, offering prayerful and
joyful liturgies; evangeliza-
tion, fellowship, and serv-
ice opportunities to the
community. We offer spiri-
tual opportunities for all
ages, including children's
liturgy, dynamic E.C.H.O -
Jr. High, IGNITE - High
School and North Star -
Young Adult Ministries,
along with small faith
communities and opportu-
nities to help the poor and
marginalized of San Jose.
Our Preschool is the only
Catholic Preschool offer-
ing quality family oriented
service in the Evergreen
and Silver Creek areas.
Our Chapel, Gathering
Hall, Parish Office, Mis-
sion Center, Parish Gift
Shop, Memorial Garden
and Preschool are all lo-
cated at 5111 San Felipe
Rd. Please come join us
to worship at one of the
following times and loca-
tions: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday 5:00PM,
Sunday 8:30 AM, 10:30
AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese),
6:00 PM Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gath-
ering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo Mass -
Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Com-
munity (Cribari Auditori-
um) Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Come join us and share
your presence with us so
that together we may
grow and share our gifts
to help build God's Kingdom!

Get 
listed!

For Worship 
listing ads, 

call 408.483-5458

Want to 
submit a 

news item
for the 

Evergreen Times?
Press day: August 10, 2022

Deadline: August 7, 2022

Write to editorial@timesmediainc.com
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Times Feature

W
ater usage numbers
released last week show
that Californians contin‐

ue to miss conservation targets
by a large margin.

The state is currently in a se‐
vere drought (97%) and (59%)
in an extreme drought, the third
and fourth most severe of five
drought categories. 

Last July, Governor Newsom
declared a drought emergency
and asked California residents to
voluntarily cut urban water use
by 15% compared with 2020 lev‐
els. The emergency request has
fallen on deaf ears.

Northern Californians reduced
consumption by 8.5% in May,
Southern California regions fell
far short at just 2.2% and
dragged the statewide reduction
in use to 3.1% compared with
May 2020. 

Will Governor Newsom’s
threatened crackdown in upcom‐
ing, mandatory conservation tar‐
gets for each city take place?
Some say it is similar to what for‐
mer Gov. Jerry Brown imposed

during California’s last drought.
Newsom spokeswoman Erin

Mellon called the May numbers a
positive trend but said more
needs to be done. “Individuals
and California businesses need to
step up,” Mellon said. 

Two day limit 
In May, Newsom told the agen‐

cies to step up outreach and edu‐
cation efforts to communicate the
urgency of the crisis to the public.
A few weeks later, the state water
board required most cities and
water districts to limit outdoor
watering to two days a week and
ban the irrigation of “nonfunc‐
tional turf,” or grass at office
parks and industrial sites, but not
at schools, parks or golf courses. 

California’s water saving
target missing in action 

San Jose Airport 
gets funding for 
disability upgrades

By Jack Delaney
San José Spotlight

T
raversing San Jose’s airport will get easier for
people with disabilities thanks to future acces‐
sibility upgrades.

The Federal Aviation Administration is allocating
$10 million toward improving accessibility at Mineta
San Jose International Airport, Congressmember Zoe
Lofgren said in a statement last week. The funding is
part of a bipartisan infrastructure package providing
$25 billion in total to airports over five years, of
which $1.5 billion will likely go to California airports.

“Americans with disabilities should be able to
travel and access airport amenities fully and equal‐
ly,” Lofgren said. “I supported the Infrastructure In‐
vestment and Jobs Act to upgrade our infrastructure
in California and nationwide. These funds will help
improve Mineta San Jose International Airport and
ensure it is accessible to everyone in our communi‐
ty.”

A 2018 study conducted by Jensen Hughes, an out‐
side firm hired by the San Jose airport, found 1,760
accessibility issues.  Though the airport is involved in
a larger accessibility overhaul that includes exterior
improvements, the federal funds will support work
inside the two terminals. Potential changes include
lowering flight information display screens to be
more visible to people with limited vision, adding

low railings for travelers who navigate spaces with a
cane and adjusting ramp slopes. Work is scheduled
to begin later this year.

Representatives with the San Jose Peace & Justice
Center, Disability Rights California, Parents Helping
Parents and the Silicon Valley Independent Living
Center did not respond to requests for comment.

Airport spokesperson Scott Wintner told San José
Spotlight the proposed changes are mostly small ad‐
justments to bring facilities up to code, but will have
a major impact.

“If the slope of a surface is a degree or two off, peo‐
ple who have full mobility might not notice. But for
someone in a wheelchair, it might make a big differ‐
ence,” he said.

Director of Aviation John Aitken thanked Lofgren
in a statement for her advocacy and support of the
airport.

“This grant will support improvements that are
core to our mission of making travel through Mineta
San Jose International Airport easy and efficient for
all travelers,” Aitken said.

This is the most recent effort to address accessibil‐
ity at the airport. In December 2020, SJC began its
Sunflower Lanyard initiative, which allows travelers
to subtly indicate to airport workers that they have a
disability. In March of this year, it briefly piloted the
use of autonomous wheelchairs, though officials
have not yet decided whether to pursue this as a
long‐term option.

“As an airport, one of our unique features is that
we’re easy to get in and out of,” Wintner said. “We
want that to be true not just for people who enjoy be‐
ing able to park close to the terminal, or have a short
walk to the gate, but also for all people—regardless
of accessibility challenges they may face.”
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Shoe Repair Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern Califor-
nia. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some
supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the

school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great 
combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices! 

Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 
Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:

info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

Call to place your 
ad today!  

408-494-7000

Employment

JewelryClocks

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On-De-
mand On All Your Favorite Screens.
CHOICE Package, $64.99/mo plus tax-
es for 12months. Premium Channels at
No Charge for One Year! Anytime, any-
where. Some restrictions apply. W/ 24-
mo. agmt TV price higher in 2nd year.
Regional Sports Fee up to $8.49/mo. is
extra & applies. Call IVS 1-408-688-
5490

The bathroom of your dreams for as lit-
tle as $149/month! BCI Bath & Shower.
Many options available. Quality materi-
als & professional installation. Senior &
Military Discounts Available. Limited
Time Offer - FREE virtual in-home con-
sultation now and SAVE 15%! Call To-
day! 1-844-988-1663

Become a Published Author. We want
to Read Your Book! Dorrance Publish-
ing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript submissions current-
ly being reviewed. Comprehensive
Services: Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution. Call for
Your Free Author`s Guide 1-866-603-
1640 or visit http://dorranceinfo.com/
evergreen

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus bat-
tery storage system. SAVE money, re-
duce your reliance on the grid, prepare
for power outages and power your
home. Full installation services avail-
able. $0 Down Financing Option. Re-
quest a FREE, no obligation, quote to-
day. Call 1-877-920-0653

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call
855-977-5344

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED
Life Insurance! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay fu-
neral and other final expenses.Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company-
877-864-3769 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/almaden

The COVID crisis has cost us all some-
thing. Many have lost jobs and financial
security. Have $10K In Debt? Credit
Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans. Call
NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF! We can help!
Get a FREE debt relief quote: Call 1-
650-383-1785

Employment

Publishing

TimesClassifieds

Cost Estimator
Prepare cost estimates for construction projects. 

Master's in civil engineering. 

JKL Construction Services, Inc. 
751 S. Bascom Ave, San Jose, CA 95128

Lead Database Administrator
Sify Technologies North America Corporation seeks Lead Database Ad‐
ministrator in Santa Clara, CA and Philadelphia, PA. Partner with archi‐
tects of different engineering/application teams to engineer complex
technical product in order to provide business solutions to various
business divisions as a part of DBA Engineering project activities. Im‐
plement and administer Oracle streams for live reporting server, data‐
base consolidation, zero downtime migration. Travel lo unanticipated
client sites within the US. May need to relocate. Work from home is an
option.   Send resume to: katta.reddy@sifycorp.com

Notices
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