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Meet
Morgan State University’s
New Director of Bands

Dr. Jorim E. Reid Sr. was named Morgan State University’s (MSU) Director of Bands. He succeeded Melvin N. Miles Jr. after the icon retired with 49 years
of service at MSU. Reid will continue Miles’ musical legacy. He is now the principal conductor who oversees MSU’s Symphonic Winds, Jazz Ensemble, Jazz
Combo and “Magnificent Marching Machine” Marching Band. Reid possesses over 27 years of striving to teach and nurture young people musically.
Photo Credit: Morgan State University (See more page 9)

Back to School Event in Annapolis
Gives Parents a Hand with Free Hair Styling
By Andrea Blackstone
A well-groomed child may become
more confident and eager to walk
through the doors of a school on the
first day, but adults who feel the economic sting of inflation may struggle
to budget for a student’s haircuts and
hairstyles. Covering the expense may
be even more challenging, especially
for low-income families.
Diesha Contee is an Annapolitan
who understands that hair styling may
not appear on a class supply list, but
it is a school-related cost that often
sparks budgetary concerns for parents.
Contee is an active community
volunteer who is helping fellow
Annapolitans worry a little less about
issues like these during the pandemic.
“I was thinking of ways that I can
help with what would be beneficial
to the children, so I thought of a
braidathon because a lot of people
weren’t able to send their kids back
with their hair done, so that’s what
really made me go that route. Now
I added the barbers in for the little
boys,” Contee said. “Last year we
were able to service 85 children.”
This year, braiders are volunteering
to braid hair for youth at the event,
or at another scheduled time in a
home setting. Most braiders hail from
Annapolis. A few barbers will be
traveling from Baltimore to lend a hand.
“I have 27 braiders, two locticians,
and I should have two or three
barbers,” Contee said, referring to the
next braidathon event.
Contee even thought of approaching
businesses she patronizes to thank
volunteer braiders with gifts of
gratitude last year, such as a free
massage or facial. Boys and girls who
were waiting for their hair braiding
appointment could also engage in
activities, or eat, in addition to adults
who provided their generous gifts of
talent, time, and desire to give back by
helping children prepare for school.
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A stylist puts finishing touches on a
braided hairstyle.
Photos courtesy of Nyia Curtis

The idea to bringing the hair
grooming resource to Annapolis
arose because Contee noticed that
some individuals in Baltimore hosted
braiding events at any time. She felt
that hosting a back-to-school braidathon event would be beneficial, so she
implemented her idea with a twist.
On August 28, 2022, from 10 a.m. 8 p.m., a second Braid-A-Thon will be
held at the American Legion, located
1707 Forest Dr., in Annapolis, Md., for
first to twelfth graders. Participating
children must arrive with washed and
blow-dried hair, upon arrival. Braiders
will provide free cornrow and feed-in
styles. Barbers will assist boys with
grooming needs by providing their
haircuts. All students who want their
hair braided or cut must be signed
up in advance. Attendees must wear
masks at the event.
Contee has a passion to help other
families and individuals during holidays and throughout the year. She
cooks, provides holiday baskets, hosts
Easter egg events, and has provided
other school-related events in the past.
“I’m from Annapolis, so I really
care about [people] here,” Contee said.
“It’s so many people have children,
but they don’t have the capacity to
really pour into the kids to nurture
them, and just be there or do things
with them on a physical level.”
Contee, who is a mother herself,
stays busy working multiple jobs for

several organizations as a community
navigator and caring for son. It does
not deter her from giving back and
mobilizing others to get things done.
Curtis Jones, Post Commander of
the American Legion Cook-Pinkney
Post 141, has supported Contee by
providing event space there. Contee
credits him with “welcoming her with
open arms” and “never asking for a
dollar from her.”
Jemia Jamison is a fellow parent
who has been assisting Contee with
on-site event set up and donations. The
mother also began helping Contee.
She mentioned that some braiders
attempt to accommodate the kind
of preferred style a child likes. As a
result, youth often leave the event feeling satisfied.
“I thought it [ the braidathon ] was a
very good idea because a lot of people in
the Black community struggle as far as
getting their kid’s hair done on time because of financial issues,” Jamison said.
Donated supplies such as hair
mousse; rattail combs; large hair clips;
beads; rubber bands; pre-stretched
braiding hair; sandwiches; and other
items are being accepted. Volunteers
are needed to help separate braiding
hair. Contact Contee by sending a
message on Facebook via https://
www.facebook.com/public/DieshaContee or via alwayswifey01@
yahoo.com. Parents who would
like to sign children up for a free
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braiding or barbering service should
promptly contact Contee by using the
information provided above.

A volunteer braids a child’s hair.

A free Braid-A-Thon spearheaded by
Diesha Contee will return to the American
Legion, located 1707 Forest Dr., in
Annapolis, Md., on August 28, 2022,
from 10 a.m. - 8 p.m. Parents who are
interested in bringing children to receive
free braided styles or haircuts should
promptly register by contacting Contee.
Appointment slots will be limited based
on space, availability of volunteers, and
allocated time for helping youth prepare
for returning to school.
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Guest Editorials/Commentary
Bill Russell: A black man
By Dr. Ken Morgan
William Fenton Russell passed away peacefully Sunday, July 31, 2022, in
Seattle. Mark off 88 years old for the brother. They called him Bill Russell.
As a child, Uncle Walker took his son George and me to see Philadelphia’s
legend, Wilt Chamberlain of the Philadelphia Warriors, play the vaunted
Boston Celtics, starring Bob Cousy and Bill Russell in that order, at Philly’s
Convention Hall.
Uncle Walker, a mailman by trade, a renaissance man by life (painterartist, sign painter, book reader, black historian, activist), who barely finished 8th grade, loved Bill Russell but hated the Celtics.
How odd to love Bill and hate the team for which he played, George and I
whispered to ourselves as a youth.
Racism filled Boston off of the basketball floor but not on the court. The
Celtics reigned supreme. Most of the time, Boston beat the stew out of the
Warriors and Wilt. Philadelphia and Boston were in the same division. I
learned why Malcolm X underlined up South and down South in his
speeches. All of it is South of the Canadian border. He emphasized the
U.S.—but Canada has its racism issues as well. They lynched us in the
South, and we suffered in the North— under the racism and complex low
wage, paying dirty work too. My aunt Elizabeth, a union person, was a
great comforter, especially when the Warriors lost to Bill Russell and
Boston.
Russell exuded blackness through his dignified, respectful manner and “I
am a man mentality” that demanded that respect. He did not sign autographs for Boston fans mainly because, at the time, too many whites in the
Boston area did not want Bill and his family living next to them. His father
and family moved from West Monroe, Louisiana, to Oakland, California, as
part of the Great Migration. In Louisiana, his family was subjected to savage racism, imprinting Russell’s attitude towards racism. He was a black
man, not negro, in the United States of America who played professional
basketball. Russell’s blackness meant something to him. You know the difference.
He won 11 straight and 12 out of 13 NBA championships and served as
the first black NBA coach. Russell, known for his tenacious defense and
shot blocking, changed the NBA forever. As an unlikely recruit to the University of San Francisco, Russell helped win two collegiate championships
and a gold medal in the summer Olympics of 1956. He commentated for
several years.
Former President Barak Obama presented Mr. Russell with the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 2011 for his accomplishments in the Civil Rights
Movement, both on and off the court. Among other things, he stood up with
Mohammad Ali and worked with Dr. King. Most of all, Bill Russell was a
black man in the USA when most of us were called negros.
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Letter to the Editor
Editor:
Western Drought Causing Water
Shortage
The drought in the Western U.S. has
been accelerating for 20 years and the
water supplied by the Colorado River to
two major reservoirs has decreased to
near record low levels. Lake Mead is at
28% capacity and Lake Powell is at
27% capacity.
About 40 million people in Colorado,
New Mexico, Utah, Wyoming, Arizona,
California and Nevada rely on this
water supply. Next year significant cuts
will have to be made to the water supplied to these states.
Climate change has worsened drought
conditions in the Western U.S. Average
temperatures have increased 2 to 3 degrees Fahrenheit in recent years. In

Phoenix, the hottest city in the U.S., the
average Summer temperature has increased 3.8 degrees since 1970. Phoenix
is trying to lessen the heat impact by
planting tree canopies, expanding the
light-rail system and painting roadways
white.
A combination of actions is necessary
to lessen the impact of the drought, including a reduction in greenhouse gas
emissions, increased use of renewable
energy sources and conservation and rationing of water. Studies should be conducted to evaluate the feasibility of
transporting water from the oceans and
major rivers by pipeline and constructing more desalination plants.
Donald Moskowitz
Londonderry NH

When sending letters to the editor, your correct name, address
and telephone number must be included with your submission.
Your letter will not be published without the required information.
Please send your letter by regular mail to:
Letters to the Editor
The Baltimore Times
2530 N. Charles Street, Suite 201, Baltimore, MD. 21218
email: btimes@btimes.com

The Baltimore Times, August 5 - August 11, 2022 (www.baltimoretimes-online.com)

Positive stories about positive people!

Page Opposite/Commentaries
EDITORIAL:

The Social Crisis, Black Folks and the Economy

By John E. Warren, Publisher, The San
Diego Voice & Viewpoint
It appears that we continue to live in
Charles Dickens’ “A Tale of Two Cities.”
He wrote these words: “It was the best of
times, it was the worst of times, it was
the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was
the epoch of incredulity, it was the season
of light, it was the season of darkness, it
was the spring of hope, it was the winter
of despair.”
Where you fit in between “the best of
times” and “the worst of times” really depends on who you are today in America.
For African Americans, too many of us
are still experiencing the worst of times,
and things will not get better unless we
decide to make them so. While America
is excited about abortions and gun violence, we have been victims of the latter,
with civil rights violations and voter suppression being more important than abortions to most of us. The speed with which
the President moved with an Executive

John E. Warren, Publisher, The San
Diego Voice & Viewpoint
Order to assist the abortion issue and his
mentioning of overturning the Filibuster
Rule were both absent on the Voting
Rights and Civil Rights issues.
Nevertheless, it is now our turn to correct all this. Just as our votes made Joe
Biden president and sent two U.S. senators to the Senate from the State of Georgia, it is now our turn to rally in every
state that the Trump people are trying to

“Steal” in the coming elections. We must
vote out their supporters.
This means that no matter what the social issues that emerge, we must stay focused on who is seeking to get elected
and whether they will commit to overturning the Filibuster Rule in the Senate.
While some say we need two more U.S.
Senators so that we can break the chokehold of Senator Manchin and Senator
Sinema, who vote with the Republicans
on all issues, we must examine all the
Senate races and throw our support into
every state race where we find a candidate who will commit to our agenda. Remember, only one third of the Senate is
up for election each election cycle. Just
as in Georgia, we can make a difference.
Trump and the Conservative Right are
counting on a low voter turnout in November, just four months away. From the
voter turnout in most primaries so far,
they have been right.
Let’s remember that we, as Black people, are responsible for the Voting Rights

Act, and the Civil Rights Act. We elected
Obama twice and Biden once.
We are not apathetic. We are just tired.
But we cannot stop to rest. As Robert
Frost wrote, “The woods are dark and
deep, but I have miles to go before I
sleep.”
Voter Registration and Voter Turnout in
all 50 states must become our Number
One Priority, at all costs. More important
than abortions, homelessness, high gas
prices and bad Supreme Court Decisions.
Let registration begin and let’s track the
numbers week by week. As Rev. Ben
Chavis, President of the National Newspaper Publishers Association has said,
“We want 10 million new registered voters by November 2022. Let’s make this
the “Best of Times” in spite of what appears to be the “Worst of Times.”
________________________________
Twitter Tags/Handles:
@VoiceandViewpoint @NNPA_BlackPress @DrBenChavis @JoeBiden
#10MillionNewBlackVoters
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By Stacy M. Brown
Landis Technologies, a Pennsylvaniabased company that has provides consulting, implementation, and ongoing
support services for Microsoft technologies, announced they are raising $165
million from a group of investors that includes superstars Jay-Z and Will Smith.
The funds will help renters build credit
until they can purchase homes.
Landis buys homes and rents it to clients
until they qualify for a mortgage. At that
point, the client can buy the property
back at a predetermined price up to two
years after the initial acquisition.
According to Ebuzztt.com, the model
counts as a new spin on a rent-to-own
strategy that’s been employed by other
companies including Home Partners of
America, which Blackstone Group Inc.
agreed to purchase for $6 billion.
“As part of its service, Landis provides
coaching for clients on how to manage
their finances to improve their credit and

Will Smith and Jay-Z
save the amount they need for a down
payment,” the tech site reported.
The company’s typical client is a
first-time homebuyer with a budget between $110,000 and $400,000, Ebuzztt
noted.
Jay-Z’s philanthropic efforts helping
renters isn’t new.
The hip hop icon and business guru recently teamed with Twitter Founder Jack
Dorsey to announce a new “Bitcoin

Academy” for underserved residents –
particularly those in Brooklyn, New
York’s Marcy Houses, where the rap pioneer grew up.
The duo announced that the academy
would offer one year of in-person and
online classes through September 7, only
for Marcy residents.
They plan to add other locations for
the program designed in collaboration
with Crypto Blockchain Plug and Black
Bitcoin Billionaire.
Jay-Z and Dorsey said their mission
includes providing education and empowering the community with knowledge.
Program participants would receive
MiFi devices, a one-year limited data
plan, and smartphones if needed. Residents may keep the devices.
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Medicare Gap Plans and Medicare Advantage Plans
By La-Villa Brooks

covered by the Medicare Advantage
to see if you qualify. This
plan, not by Original Medicare. The
plan is considered to have the
difference between Original Medicare highest monthly premiums.
When you purchase a car, gap
and a Medicare Advantage plan can
Medicare Supplement Plan G
insurance is one of the coverages
also be in how much you pay outis an option if Plan F is not,
that you want to make sure that
of-pocket, can lower co-payments,
but be aware, if you join the
you have as a part of your finance
coinsurance, and have
Medicare Supplement Plan
package. This insurance
smaller deductibles.
G, you will be responsible for
provides coverage for
The plan that you
the Medicare Part B annual
the difference between
enroll in should be
deductible. However, once the
your auto loan and
based on your budget
deductible has been met, like
the depreciated value
and healthcare needs.
Plan F, it will completely take
of the vehicle if your
To qualify for a
care of out-of-pocket costs.
car is in an accident
Courtesy Photo
Medigap plan, you
When should you sign up for
or stolen. I cannot
must have enrolled in
Medicare Part B? You’ll want
stress enough the
Original Medicare Part
to sign up as soon as you are
importance of having
2015, anyone who becomes eligible for
A and Medicare Part
eligible during the initial enrollment
this in place just as you
Medicare on January 1, 2020 or later
B. If you enrolled in a
period. This would be three months
should with ensuring
won’t be eligible to purchase Plan F,
La-Villa Brooks
Medicare Advantage
prior to the date that you turn 65,
that your physical
high deductible Plan F, or Plan C. If
Courtesy Photo
plan, you would still
including your birthday month, and
wellbeing would be
you had these plans prior to 2020, you
have Original Medicare no later than three months following
taken care of through
can still keep them. Congress believes
in place. This includes
your birthday month. This gives
having complete
that the more people who must pay for
hospice care and hospice benefits.
you a seven-month period to enroll.
Medicare health insurance coverage.
the Part B deductible before seeing a
There are several types of Medicare
For example, if your 65th birthday
This would be needed to financially
doctor, it will limit unnecessary visits
Advantage plans that offer different
is October 7, then your period of
address any medical occurrence,
and help lower costs.
kinds of coverage. To start, below
enrollment begins July 1 (three
including emergency travel and care.
In my next article, I will discuss
are three of 12 different plans that
months prior to your birthday month), more about the 12 different Medigap
A Medigap Plan, also known as a
are most popular based on the type of your birthday month, and January
Medicare Supplemental Plan (MSP),
plans. Stay tuned.
coverage that is offered.
30 (three months after your birthday
gives you the difference or makes
If you have questions or would like
An excess charge occurs when
month).
up the gap in coverage that you may
to read about a specific healthcare
you have Original Medicare, and
Did You Know?
need. It is not covered under Original
topic, please email your questions
the amount the health care provider
To control the rising costs of
Medicare Part A and Medicare Part B.
to LrTBrooks@gmail.com. I look
is allowed to charge (based on
Medicare, and as part of The Medicare forward to your engagement.
It helps with out-of-pocket expenses
Access and CHIP Reauthorization of
including a Medicare Part B deductible, Medicare-approved amounts) is
greater. The difference is
Medicare Part A coinsurance, doctor’s
called an excess charge. Plan
office visit co-payments, and skilled
Benefits
Plan C Plan F Plan G Plan N
F takes care of the excess
nursing facility care.
charge. However, with Plan C
What are the differences between
Medicare Part A Deductible (annual)
•
•
•
•
it becomes the beneficiary’s
the two plans? While Medicare is a
responsibility when you
federally funded program, Medigap
Medicare Part B Deductible (annual)
•
•
•
•
receive health services.
and Medicare Advantage are
As you can see, Medicare
insurances sold by private companies.
Medicare Part A Coinsurance
•
•
•
•
Supplement Plan F has the best
A Medigap Plan and a Medicare
coverage. To be eligible for
Advantage Plan are both ways to
Medicare Part B Coinsurance or Co-pays
•
•
•
•
Plan F, you must have enrolled
obtain Medicare benefits. A Medigap
into Original Medicare before
Plan only supplements your original
Medicare Part B Excess Charges
•
•
•
•
2020. Plan F completely covers
Medicare Part A and Medicare Part
your out-of-pocket costs for
B benefits. On the other hand, a
Foreign Travel Emergency
•
•
•
•
both Medicare Part A and
Medicare Advantage plan provides
Medicare Part B. I recommend
coverage within Part C of Medicare.
Medicare Table.
speaking with a plan provider
Most of your Part’s A and B will be
Page 6
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Part 2 of a 2 Part Series

130 Years and Still Going Strong
The ‘Storied’ History of the AFRO Continues
By Ursula V. Battle
The AFRO-American Newspaper
has been in existence since August 13,
1892, when John Henry Murphy Sr., a
former slave started the paper. Murphy
died on April 5, 1922. At the time of
his death, the AFRO was the most
widely circulated African American
newspaper on the Atlantic Coast. The
publication was so popular amongst
Black America that poet Langston
Hughes, and legendary sports editor
Sam Lacy—whose column influenced
Former AFRO Publisher John “Jake”
the desegregation of professional
Oliver. Photos courtesy of the AFRO
sports— contributed over the years.
American Newspapers Archives.
After Murphy, Sr.’s death, his son,
Carl Murphy served as publisher
the beginnings of the Civil Rights era
of the paper from 1922 until his
where Jim Crow started to be effecdeath 1967. Under Carl Murphy’s
tively sidestepped, if not eliminated.
leadership, the publication rose to
Black folks were viewed as not being
national prominence, with as many
able to contribute, because they were
as 13 editions being circulated
still being viewed as former slaves and
across the country. The AFRO is still
uneducated, since education was illegal
going strong 130 years later, with its
for Blacks to have while they were
publication offerings including digital
under the roof of enslavement.”
and print editions, podcasts and more.
He added, “But individuals began to
John “Jake” Oliver, Jr. and now Dr.
Frances “Toni” Draper, who are fourth emerge who exhibited unusual talent,
imagination, and ability in all forms
generation members of the Murphy
including the communication and
family, have managed the paper in
journalism fields. It started to attract
recent years along with a governing
people and white people realized we
board of family and community
have misjudged these
members. Both are the
people and segregation
great grandchildren of
simply is not right.”
John H. Murphy.
A visionary, who
“Our ancestors who
foresaw the forthcomfounded this paper
ing world of digital
showed yes, I can do it.
publications several
We can do it. And we
decades ago, Oliver
will show you that we
earned his J.D. degree
can do it,” said Oliver,
from Columbia Unia former publisher for
versity Law School
the paper, who also
1972. He practiced
authored editorials to
corporate law as an
bring about change
associate with the firm
in the community.
of Davis, Polk, and
Political strategist Anthony
“And that was one of
McCarthy is a former
Wardell in New York
the major steps that
AFRO Staff Writer.
City from 1972-78.
I believe, facilitated
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“There were so many outstanding
photographers, editors, writers and
others who came through the AFRO,”
said Oliver. “And it shows, based
on the cohesive focus the AFRO
placed on the issues that it considered
important for the elevation of the
Black community. It’s a continued
battle we face.”
In February 2018, Dr. Draper was
named Chairman of the Board and
publisher of the AFRO American
Newspapers. She served previously as
president of the company from 1987
to 1999.
“Our mothers worked there, and
our fathers worked there, so we had
a hefty dose of the family business
around the dinner table and other places,” said Dr. Draper. “So many things
covered by the AFRO over the years
were being ignored by the mainstream
press. The AFRO covered not just the
headline things that all of us know
about like the March on Washington,
but they covered Jesse Owens when he
won the Olympics. We were there.”
During World War II, the AFROAmerican stationed several of its
reporters in Europe, the Aleutians,
Africa, Japan, and other parts of the
South Pacific, and provided its readers
with firsthand coverage of the war.
One of its reporters, Carl Murphy’s
daughter, Elizabeth Murphy Phillips
Moss, was the first Black female
correspondent.
“We had the largest contingency of
Black war correspondents who were
actually journalists,” said Dr. Draper.
“They enlisted into the armed service
as war correspondents and wrote about
what was going on. We covered so
many things we now look back on.”
In the 1930s, the AFRO launched
a successful campaign known as The
Clean Block. Still in existence today,
the effort is aimed at improving the
appearance of, and reducing crime
in, inner-city neighborhoods. During

The Baltimore Times, August 5 - 11, 2022 (www.baltimoretimes-online.com)

Pastor Frances “Toni” Draper, Chairman
of the Board and Publisher of the AFRO
American Newspapers.

its long and “storied” history, the
AFRO also campaigned against the
Southern Railroad’s use of Jim Crow
cars and fought to obtain equal pay for
Maryland’s Black schoolteachers.
Radio personality and political
campaign strategist Anthony
McCarthy worked at the AFRO as a
staff writer during the late 1990s.
“I came to the AFRO from
Virginia,” recalled McCarthy. “I called
the AFRO because I had gotten to
know the late Jimmy Williams and
he told me he needed a reporter in
Baltimore. I took the job, and boy,
my life has never been the same.
The AFRO opened so many doors
for me. It was extraordinary for me
professionally. Working there really
helped me to figure out what I wanted
to do with my life and that was to be
involved in politics. I will always be
thankful for the AFRO.”
In celebration of its 130th
Anniversary, the historic publication
will be holding the AFRO Gala on
Saturday, August 13, 2022 at Martin’s
Crosswinds located at 7400 Greenway
Center Drive in Greenbelt, Maryland.
The Black-Tie affair will feature Kid
Capri, Tommy Davidson, and Absolute
Music featuring Temika Moore.
To purchase tickets to the AFRO
Gala, visit AFRO.COM.
Positive stories about positive people!

Meet Morgan State University’s New Director of Bands
By Andrea Blackstone
Dr. Jorim E. Reid Sr. was named
Morgan State University’s (MSU)
Director of Bands. He will also
serve as assistant professor and the
coordinator of instrumental music,
according to a press release. Reid’s
role entails working as the principal
conductor who will oversee MSU’s
Symphonic Winds, Jazz Ensemble,
Jazz Combo and “Magnificent
Marching Machine.”
“Dr. Reid comes to the National
Treasure after a nationwide search
and an exacting selection process to
name the successor to longtime MSU
Director of Bands Melvin N. Miles
Jr., who recently retired after 49 years
of dedicated service to Morgan,”
according to the announcement. “An
accomplished and highly regarded
composer and musician, Dr. Reid has
an extensive background, leadership
expertise and a creative approach to
instruction, education, recruitment
and marching band ensemble
conducting that left a profound
impression on the five-person search
committee and ultimately proved to be
key factors in his selection.”
Reid told The Baltimore Times that
his musical journey officially began
at MSU on July 25, 2022. Before
joining the MSU community, Reid
led the Marching Bronco ’Xpress
as director of bands at Fayetteville
State University. While working
as professor of music, he taught
wind symphony, “symphonic band,
elementary and advanced instrumental
conducting, music literature and
arranging,” according to a press
release.
Reid’s path to teach music at the
collegiate level dates to his college
years. The piano major did not
initially aspire to become a band
director. While attending Florida
A&M University to complete his
undergraduate studies, then continue
Positive stories about positive people!

Reid has worked on small
blue and orange university colors,
films. He also has written,
and sharing any positive university
recorded, and mixed music
news, including MSU president David
for local commercials.
Wilson’s tweets on Twitter.
Additionally, writing music for
Reid pointed out that bands are
other universities, professional
important at HBCUs beyond their
organizations, and productions
roles playing music at football games
outside of classical music
and parades.
have been other facets of
“Most of the time, over 95% of the
experience he gained.
band, they’re not music majors. The
Despite Reid’s eclectic
band program at any university, not
musical background,
just an HBCU, will represent pretty
his musical specialty is
much every single major on campus,”
conducting and arranging
Reid said.
music. While continuing
He added that if students have
Melvin Miles’ legacy at
a great experience in band while
MSU, Reid strives to lobby
traveling to away games, across the
for Miles to be recognized as
country, or overseas to perform,
Director of Bands Emeritus. This
these students will remember the
would enable Miles to receive the undertaking for the rest of their lives.
highest recognition.
Giving back to the institution when
Reid wants to keep
they become professionals may be
relationships intact that Miles
the result. Today’s band members
Dr. Jorim E. Reid Sr. is Morgan State
had and create some new ones,
are future lawyers, doctors, teachers,
University’s Director of Bands.
As MSU’s new Director of Bands researchers or even the next producer,
Photos courtesy of Morgan State University
settles into his new position,
Reid reminded. While MSU’s band
Reid is diving into the musical
plays a role in entertaining the crowd
work at hand. One thing on
in social environments, membership
his higher education pursuit at Florida
Reid’s to-do list is preparing band
entails becoming a more well-rounded
State University during graduate
students for preseason drills. And
person. Achieving milestones as
school, Reid studied to become
while Reid works hands on with
a group can be memorable and
a film composer. Even before he
students, he mentioned that alumni
impactful.
began writing music for the band in
and the community can support the
“Band is big, but the outcome
undergraduate school, Reid composed
band by donating for scholarships
is bigger if the student experience
music in high school and as a church
is right, and the payback is
musician. He initially believed that his and operating costs, showing up at
MSU games dressed in signature
immeasurable,” Reid also said.
work would entail playing at churches
and writing music for commercials.
While Reid was attending graduate
school, a few professors observed
performances from one of his
compositions. The professors knew
an individual who was seeking an
arranger, composer, and assistant
director at one of the Historically
Black Colleges and Universities
(HBCUs). Their observation of Reid
changed his career path.
“I interviewed and was offered the
job there at North Carolina Central
University where I was for 15 years,”
Morgan State University’s Marching Band performs at the
Reid said.
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade in 2019.
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Rambling
Rose

RAMBLING ROSE VISITS THE
LANCASTER ROOTS & BLUES FESTIVAL
Hello Everyone,
July has been a very busy month full
of parties, shows, and festivals. My
husband, Shorty and I, tried to attend as
many of them as we could depending
on the weather and our health. There’s
been a lot of downright fun to have
here, there, and everywhere. There will
be more excursions to come since the
month of August offers just as much
fun. I will let you know about some of
what we did, and what is scheduled to
happen, so just keep reading.
One of our summer highlights
was receiving an invitation from the
Lancaster Roots & Blues Festival’s
Operations Director, Tracy Allison.
She extended an invitation to attend the
event in Pennsylvania that was held on
Friday and Saturday, July 9-10, 2022.
Activities were spread out throughout
the little town, during the unique festival. Live entertainment was offered.
Local artists also displayed their work.
Both elements of festivities were
available at the Lancaster Convention
Center’s main stage and front porch at
the Marriott Hotel; The Holiday Inn’s
grand ballroom and Imperial Blue Ballroom; the Southern Market; The Elks
Lodge; The Village; and Tellus 360 and
Freedom Hall, just to name a few of the
places where musical talent and shows
could be enjoyed.
Local entertainment consisting of
diverse music was offered on more
than 10 stages as a part of the festival
of music and art. While attending the
festival, someone told me about an
initiative called Keys for the City. It
involves placing pianos throughout the
town for the public to play on. I thought
that Lancaster’s street piano program
was different and unique.
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Rosa Pryor Trusty

The festival’s main entertainment
was held at the Belvedere Hotel. That
is where Shorty and I stayed. Live jazz
shows took place in the main ballroom
both nights when we were in town. Our
hostess, Tracy Allison, was very accommodating and supportive. She had a
beautiful personality, too. Thanks for the
invitation, Ms. Allison. Keep in mind
that the Reading Blues Fest is coming to
Reading, Pennsylvania from November
17-20, 2022, at the DoubleTree by Hilton Reading. Find out more about it by
visiting www.readingbluesfest.com.
Now, I’m going to tell you about
what is going on in our hometown of
Baltimore. The 27th Annual Ruth M.
Kirk Family Fun Festival is coming to
town on Saturday, August 6 and Sunday, August 7, 2022, from noon until 8
p.m. at Franklin Square Park, located
1300 W. Fayette Street between Fayette
and Lexington Streets. The festival will
include a variety of vendors who will
sell food, drinks, and arts and crafts.
You can come enjoy music played by a
DJ, plus live entertainment, too. Come
check out Serenity Gospel Group.
That’s not all though. My group, Greg
Hatza ORGANization, will perform
there, too. MC Booze Band, The
Spindles, and The Family, just to name
a few, will all perform. We hope to see
you there.
Another upcoming weekend festival
is the Charles “Rudy” Faison Dip Nip.
This event was cancelled a few weeks
ago because of rain. It has been rescheduled for Sunday, August 7, 2022, at the
Pearlstone Resort Center, located 5425
Mt. Gilead Rd., Reisterstown, Maryland.
For more information about buying
tickets, call Rudy at 443-801-1100.
The Royal Theater & Community

Tracy Allison, left, invited
Rosa Pryor, right, to attend the
Lancaster Festival in Lancaster,
Pennsylvania. She is the
Operations Director.

The Family will perform at the Ruth
Kirk Festival on Saturday, August 6,
2022, at the Franklin Square Park.

Anita Catcart offers a fantastic
movie night for her community
every month.

Serenity, a gospel group, will perform
onstage at the Ruth Kirk Festival
on Sunday, August 7, 2022, at the
Franklin Square Park.

Heritage Corporation will present Matinee’@ the Royal. If you want to attend
performances, take a trip to the Avenue
Bakery Courtyard, located 2229 Pennsylvania Avenue on Saturday, August
6, 2022, from 4-8 p.m. Rosa Pryor
Productions will present it and provide
live entertainment with Jim Bennett
Unique Creations Band. The band is
based in the District of Columbia, but
you can see them in Baltimore. Vendors
will be there, too. Food and drinks
can be purchased but go ahead and
bring your own lawn chairs to enjoy
some music in comfort. The mistress
of ceremony is yours truly, “Rambling
Rose.” For more information, call 410833-9474. This event is free and open
to the public.
Baltimore Office of Promotion & the
Arts has added to the Baltimore Farmers’ Market lineup. The good news is
that more entertainment will occur the
first Sunday of the month, from now
through October. It is a special monthly
extension of the Baltimore Farmer’s
Market called the “B-Side.” It will be
held from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. in the same
space as the Market, underneath the
Jones Falls Expressway at Holliday &
Saratoga Streets. After the regular market ends, you can enjoy an afternoon
filled with a free performance showcase

featuring local artists, musicians, doers,
and performers. Food and drink vendors will be there if you are interested
in patronizing them.
Shirley Duncan will present an
“Afternoon Dance Party” on Sunday,
August 7, 2022, from 5-9 p.m. at the
Café 12, located 5627 Reisterstown
Road. For more information, call
410-370-8489.
Wilson Lambert’s Blue Philly Magic
will be performing at the West Goshen
TWP Park on Sunday, August 7, 2022,
at 6 p.m. That is when you can find
their show being held at the intersection
of N. Five Points Road and Fern Hill
Road in West Chester, Pennsylvania.
Ralph Magwood, Baltimore’s own
recording artists and the Vintage Band,
will be performing at the Rev. Keith
Bailey Appreciation Concert on Saturday, August 6 from 12 noon to 4 p.m.,
located at the 1900 block of McKean
Avenue in Baltimore. Bring your lawn
chairs and wear a mask. Food and
vendors will be available. For more
information, call 410-669-1999.
Okay my friends, I’m now out of
space. Remember to call me at 410833-9474, if you need me. You can also
reach me by sending an email to rosapryor@aol.com. UNTIL THE NEXT
TIME, I’M MUSICALLY YOURS.
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Patrick Queen
Photo credit: Shawn Hubbard/Baltimore Ravens

Ravens Patrick Queen Wants to Put It All Together in Year Three
By Tyler Hamilton
The Baltimore Ravens have had a
number of premier inside linebackers
over their history. Ray Lewis started
the legacy as he patrolled the middle
of the Ravens defense for 17 years.
Baltimore selected CJ Mosley with the
17th overall pick in 2014. The Ravens
got five good seasons out of him.
Mosley signed a free-agent deal with
the New York Jets in 2019, opening
the door for the next inside linebacker
to take over. Current Ravens inside
linebacker Patrick Queen became the
next man up when the team selected
him as the 28th pick in the 2020 draft.
Queen’s impact was felt right away.
He was named to the Pro Football
Writers Association All-Rookie team
after he posted 106 tackles, seven
Page 12

run stuffs, three sacks, two forced
fumbles and an interception. That
success came under the leadership of
current defensive coordinator Mike
McDonald as Queen’s position coach.
All of his numbers except for run stuffs
(14) dropped in his second season,
despite having played one additional
game. Now McDonald is back as the
defensive play caller.
“I love it,” Queen said. “We’ve got
Mike [Macdonald] at ‘DC’ [defensive
coordinator] – he was my coach my
rookie year – then you’ve got ‘ZO’
[inside linebackers coach Zach Orr] in
the room with us now. So, we’ve got
two football guys, two guys that love
football, who bring energy every single
day, who love to communicate with
us and get feedback from us, so now
we’re able to talk to our coach and tell

them what we think. And everything
is working together. Like I said, ‘ZO’
is an All-Pro, so he knows what he’s
talking about, he knows what he’s
doing. So, it’s everything I need.”
McDonald agrees.
“He’s definitely more comfortable in
the scheme, he’s confident, he’s poised,
communicates well. He’s doing all of
the things that we’re asking him to do,
and this is kind of the vision that he has
for himself. So, like we said, he’s on
a great trajectory right now, and we’re
counting on him. So, he should have a
great year.”
The confidence comes from understanding how everything goes together
from the playbook to conditioning
and everything in between. He will be
asked to wear the green dot helmet,
meaning that he is the player on the
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field who gets the call from the coaches, then relays it to the defense in the
huddle.
Queen noted that he has made plenty
of progress over the last two seasons.
Now that he is in his third year, he
plans to put it all together and be a
consistent playmaker for the Ravens.
The way last season ended serves as
motivation for Queen. Now it’s time to
let it all out on the field.
“It makes you hungry,” Queen said.
“I don’t like having a bad taste in my
mouth. And I know, the last game
of the season, it didn’t end how we
wanted it to, and we didn’t make the
playoffs, so the only thing on our minds
right now is just getting ready for these
preseason games – to go in there and
just get off on the right foot – and just
be better than what we were last year.”
Positive stories about positive people!
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The Jordan McNair
Foundation Partners with
Morgan State University
to Host a Baltimore
City-Wide Football Clinic
BALTIMORE, MD (August 2, 2022) The
Jordan McNair Foundation is excited to announce its partnership with the new Morgan
State University head football coach, Damon
Wilson. The joint partnership will host a free
Baltimore City-Wide Football Clinic on Saturday, August 6, 2022 (8 am – 11:30 am) at the
Morgan State University Football Field, 1700
East Cold Spring Lane, Baltimore, MD 21251.
Registration is required for all student athletes.
The student athletes attending the City-Wide
Football Clinic will: 1) Learn drills from Morgan State Bears football players and meet the
new Head Football Coach Damon Wilson; 2)
Learn how to listen to their bodies and 3)
Learn the signs and symptoms of heat related
injuries.
Parents of student athletes are also strongly
encouraged to attend and learn about: 1) Heat
related illness and injuries; 2) Emergency Action Plans and 3) The questions you should ask
about your student athlete’s safety.
The Jordan McNair Foundation was created
to honor the life of the late Jordan McNair, a
University of Maryland football player who
died at the age of 19 in June 2018 after he suffered exertional heatstroke during a team
workout. One of the main points the Foundation fights for is to educate and assure the
safety of student-athletes when playing any
sport.
The Foundation’s Founder and father of Jordan McNair said, “Unfortunately, we’re continuing to lose student athletes because of this
100 percent preventable injury. We’ve lost
many student athletes from all sports. These
preventable deaths must stop. I ask supporters
to continue to help us put the education, research, and prevention in place to diminish
these occurrences.”
The Jordan McNair Foundation’s mission is
to diminish the number of heat-related deaths
that occur in student-athletes and improve student athlete safety.
More information, as well as the various efforts by the foundation, may be accessed
here: https://thejordanmcnairfoundation.org/
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Legal Notice

TRANSFORM YOUR HOME

50% OFF
INSTALLATION*

*Limit one offer per household.
Must purchase 5+ Classic/Designer
Shelves. EXP 7/31/22. Independently
owned and operated franchise.
©2022 ShelfGenie SPV LLC.
All rights Reserved.

12
M ON T H

NO
INTEREST
NO
PAYMENTS

*On Approved Credit*

Schedule Your FREE Design Consultation:
®

(844) 538-5547

Save now with

Get the most out of
your lawn this summer.
SCHEDULE YOUR
APPOINTMENT TODAY!

50%

OFF*

Your First
Application

1-877-595-1250
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Copyright notice and lien for STRAW
this copyright informs any potential user of
the name VINCENT DEMONTE
SHEPPERSON or any other derivatives
that is intended as pertaining to me vincent
demonte shepperson amen re el in propria
persona sui juris, propio, heredes that any
unauthorized use thereof, without my
express, prior written permission signifies
the users consent for the becoming the
debtor on a self-executing UCC financial
statement in the amount of $500,000
american constitutional money payable in
gold or silver per plus additional cost, plus
damages. The name vincent demonte
shepperson and all derivatives of the name
has from this time and all points in times
been liened.

Legal Notice
Grief Interviews
Have you lost a son through homicide, suicide, overdose, accident or illness? Are you
willing to share your story to help others
who are grieving? I am a psychiatrist conducting confidential interviews of parents
who are living with this unspeakable loss.
For further information about the project
and or to schedule an interview please call
Dr. Martin at 410-337-7772 Extension
1024.

To sign up for your digital copy
of The Baltimore Times
newsletter,
go to: https://bit.ly/2MefD4d or
email: btimes@btimes.com

We love to hear from our
readers! Connect with us:
Facebook.com/TheBaltimoreTimes
Twitter: @Baltimore_Times
Instagram: @thebaltimoretimes
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CLASSIFIEDS
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

MISCELLANEOUS

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95
High Speed Internet. Free Installation, Smart
HD DVR Included, Free Voice Remote. Some
restrictions apply. Promo Expires 1/23/23. 1855-270-5098

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as
ONE DAY! Affordable prices - No payments
for 18 months! Lifetime warranty & professional installs. Senior & Military
Discounts available. Call: 855-761-1725

NEED IRS RELIEF $10K – $125K+ Get Fresh
Start or Forgiveness. Call 1-844-431-4716 Monday through Friday 7 AM – 5 PM PST

Internet & WiFi Starts at $49 Call us Today
to Get Started. Find High-Speed Internet with
Fiber Optic Technology No Credit Check, No
SSN Required. Call us Today! 866-396-0515

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Become a Published Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920 Book manuscript submissions currently being reviewed. Comprehensive
Services: Consultation, Production, Promotion
and Distribution Call for Your Free Author`s
Guide 1-866-482-1576 or visit
dorranceinfo.com/macnet
SELL YOUR ANTIQUE OR CLASSIC CAR.
Advertise with us. You choose where you want
to advertise. 800-450-6631 visit macnetonline.com for details.

Replace your roof with the best looking and
longest lasting material – steel from Erie
Metal Roofs! Three styles and multiple colors
available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Limited Time Offer – $500 Discount + Additional
10% off install (for military, health workers &
1st responders.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1855-338-4807

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
READY TO BUY, SELL, OR RENT YOUR
VACATION HOME OR HUNTING CAMP?
Advertise it here and in neighboring publications. We can help you. Contact MACnet
MEDIA @ 800-450-6631 or visit our site at
MACnetOnline.com

WANTED TO BUY
Wants to purchase minerals and other oil and gas
interests. Send details to P.O. Box 13557 Denver,
CO 80201

MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES
Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare
Cancellation Experts Over $50,000,000 in
timeshare debt and fees cancelled in 2019. Get
free informational package and learn how to
get rid of your timeshare! Free consultations.
Over 450 positive reviews. Call 888-965-0363

WANTED
AMERICAN & FOREIGN CLASSIC CARS
AND MOTORCYCLES WANTED $$PAYING CA$H$$ Corvettes, Mustangs, Jaguars,
Austin Healeys, Broncos, Blazers, Ram
Chargers, AMX, and Triumphs KRMiller1965@yahoo.com 717-577-8206
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Looking for assisted living, memory care,
or independent living? A Place for Mom simplifies the process of finding senior
living at no cost to your family. Call 1-833386-1995 today!
Hero takes stress out of managing medications. Hero sorts & dispenses meds, sends
alerts at dose times & handles prescription
refill & delivery for you. Starting at
$24.99/month. No initiation fee. 90-day riskfree trial! 1-888-684-0280
Aloe Care Health medical alert system. Most
advanced medical alert product on the market.
Voice-activated! No wi-fi needed! Special
offer w/code CARE20 for $20 off Mobile
Companion. 1 -855-521-5138
Put on your TV Ears & hear TV w/unmatched
clarity. TV Ears Original - originally $129.95
- now w/this special offer only $59.95 w/code
MCB59! 1-833-530-1955
LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call today for
a FREE Quote from America’s Most Trusted
Interstate Movers, Let us take the stress out of
moving! Call now to speak to one of our
Quality Relocation Specialists: 877-541-6320

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast internet no
matter where you live. 25 Mbps just
$59.99/mo! Unlimited Data is Here. Stream
Video. Bundle TV & Internet. Free Installation. Call 866-499-0141
DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels +
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free Installation, Smart HD DVR Included, Free Voice
Remote. Some restrictions apply. Promo
Expires 1/21/23. 1-833-872-2545

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12mo agmt. 1 TB of data/mo. Ask how to bundle & SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply.
1-888-796-8850
The Generac PWRcell solar plus battery storage system. Save money, reduce reliance on
grid, prepare for outages & power your home.
Full installation services. $0 down financing
option. Request free no obligation quote.
1-855-270-3785
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter,
most advanced debris-blocking protection.
Schedule free estimate. 15% off Purchase.
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 1855-995-2490

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help
and Support our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick
up. 100% tax deductible. Call 1-800-2450398
Paying top cash for men's sportwatches!
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe,
Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Submariner and
Speedmaster. Call 833-603-3236
Become a published author. We want to read
your book! Dorrance Publishing trusted since
1920. Consultation, production, promotion &
distribution. Call for free author`s guide 833719-3029 or visit dorranceinfo.com/acp
Directv Stream – The Best of Live & On-Demand On All Your Favorite Screens. CHOICE
Package, $84.99/mo for 12months. Stream on
20 devices at once in your home. HBO Max
FREE for 1 yr (w/CHOICE Package or
higher.) Call for more details today! (some
restrictions apply) Call IVS 1-866-629-6086
!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON,
FENDER, MARTIN, Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s.
TOP DOLLAR PAID. CALL TOLL FREE
1-866-433-8277

Prepare for power outages today with a
GENERAC home standby generator $0
Down + Low Monthly Pmt Request a free
Quote. Call before the next power outage: 1844-334-8353

HOME IMPROVEMENT
The bathroom of your dreams for as little as $149/month! BCI Bath & Shower. Many options available. Quality materials & professional installation. Senior & Military Discounts Available. Limited
Time Offer – FREE virtual in-home consultation now and SAVE 15%! Call Today! 1-877-540-2780
The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus battery storage system. SAVE money, reduce your reliance
on the grid, prepare for power outages and power your home. Full installation services available.
$0 Down Financing Option. Request a FREE, no obligation, quote today. Call 1-866-783-0292
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC home standby generator $0 Money Down + Low
Monthly Payment Options Request a FREE Quote – Call now before the next power outage: 1-855-

HEALTH & FITNESS
Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587
Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance Company. Covers 350 procedures. Real
insurance - not a discount plan. Get your free
dental info kit! 1-888-623-3036
www.dental50plus.com/58 #6258
Don’t let the stairs limit your mobility! Discover the ideal solution for anyone who struggles on the stairs, is concerned about a fall or
wants to regain access to their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 1-844-317-5246
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic
Pills SPECIAL $99.00. 100% guaranteed.
24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablamos
Español
Looking for assisted living, memory care, or independent living? A Place for Mom simplifies
the process of finding senior living at no cost to
your family. Call 1-833-910-1576 today!
Stroke and Cardiovascular disease are leading
causes of death, according to the American
Heart Association. Screenings can provide
peace of mind or early detection! Contact Life
Line Screening to schedule your screening.
Special offer – 5 screenings for just $149.
Call 1-866-518-8391
Aloe Care Health, medical alert system. The
most advanced medical alert product on the
market. Voice-activated! No wi-fi needed!
Special offer— call and mention offer code
CARE20 to get $20 off Mobile Companion.
Call today— 1-877-728-4065
VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100
pills for $150. FREE shipping. Money back
guaranteed! 1-844-596-4376
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage for 350
plus procedures. Real dental insurance – NOT
just a discount plan. Do not wait! Call now!
Get your FREE Dental Information Kit with
all the details! 1-877-553-1891 www.dental50plus.com/macnet #6258

AUTO INSURANCE
Looking for auto insurance? Find great deals
on the right auto insurance to suit your needs.
Call today for a free quote! 866-924-2397

EDUCATION
Train online to do medical billing! Become
a Medical Office Professional at CTI! Get
trained & certified to work in months! 888572-6790. The Mission, Program Information
Project
#1361
cont’d at
onCareerTechnical.edu/
pg 16
and Tuition
is located
consumer-information. (M-F 8-6 ET)
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