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Students get a 
behind the scenes
look at Silicon 
Valley Public 
Transit — PAGE 8

‘Inflation-busting’
stimulus payments
to be received in
October 
SEE PAGE 17

Every day is special
Finding the challenge and opportunity

in each day can be challenging
– SEE PAGE 4

Coyote Creek
Habitat Day
August 20
Community is invited 
with free admission 
for the entire family

T
he community is invited to
Coyote Creek Habitat Day
on Saturday, August 20 from

10 a.m. to 1 p.m. for a free family‐
friendly day of activities, games,
and to joyfully learn how all forms
of wildlife are importantly con‐
nected with Coyote Creek. 

Coyote Creek Habitat Day is a
learning experience about the
people and animals who have
made their homes along the wa‐
terway, both long ago and today. 

See the animals that wander
at night

The day will include an oppor‐
tunity to meet wild nocturnal 

See HABITAT, page 6

Neighbors reconnect to
strengthen the streets

By Kevin Larsen
Special to the Times

N
ational Night Out is an annual commu‐
nity‐building campaign that promotes
police‐community partnerships and

neighborhood camaraderie.
On Tuesday, August 2nd many healthy

things happened at many Evergreen National
Night Out neighborhood group events.

The Thompson Creek Neighborhood Associ‐
ation had its birth in the Evergreen library
more than five years ago.  It was there Sylvia
Arenas and TEAM helped the people to join to‐
gether to create an association.  Any group can
also get that support by working with her city
council office.

Neighborhood groups apply for the annual
city grant to hold this event.  To make it happen
there must be lots of volunteer help. Mayor
Liccardo and his Team created the annual Na‐
tional Night Out in the City of San Jose and  the
city awards grants to those who do the foot‐
work in planning the get‐together wholesome
block party event. There is a joy in being a part

of joining together with fellow neighbors in an
outside event.

Pulitzer Prize winner poet Robert Frost wrote,
“Good fences make good neighbors.”  While
this is true, there also must be a blossoming of
neighbors knowing who the persons are, living
in homes across the street.  This event creates
this annual push for all to meet and in addition
to making new acquaintances, to also build on
friendships from years back.

Treasurer of the Thompson Creek Neighbor‐
hood Association (T.C.N.A), Craig Ferguson

stated, “This is our 4th event where we have
families come out and meet each other and
where children play in the neighborhood the
way it used to be.  With the help of Council‐
woman Sylvia Arenas and her staff, this event
is able to continue safely without hesitation.
Some of the other things that our neighbor‐
hood group does is to do creek clean up, trash
pick‐up every 2nd week of the month, coordi‐
nate dumpster days and most importantly,
we pride ourselves in connecting with the 

See NIGHT OUT, page 2

C
alifornians are starting to
make progress addressing
the need for everyone to

conserve water, especially Santa
Clara County water customers.

San Jose Water Company users
reduced their water usage by
17.5%, followed by the Santa
Clara Valley Water District (15%).

Northern California continued
to close in on Newsom’s 15% wa‐
ter savings goal, with the Bay Area
saving 12.6% in June compared
with June 2020 — the biggest sav‐
ings of any region in California.

With the state’s three‐year

drought worsening and water cus‐
tomers facing  penalties for wast‐
ing water, new numbers from last
week showed that statewide, Cali‐
fornia’s residents cut water use
7.6% in June compared with June
2020. The savings rate is more than
a double from the 3.1% savings in
May compared with May 2020. 

Approximately 97% of the state
is in a severe drought and 59% in
an extreme drought, the third and
fourth most severe of five drought
categories, according to a weekly
report published by U.S. Drought
Monitor. 

San Jose residents making progress in saving water

STRENGTHENING THE STREETSThompson Creek 
Neighborhood Assoc. 
holds nurturing National
Night Out event

The Thompson Creek event helped nurture the neighborhood.  You too can also start your neighborhood as-
sociation by contacting the office of Sylvia Arenas Councilwoman for District 8. 
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Night Out
Continued from page 1
neighborhood which we do with imple‐
menting Neighborhood Watch and events
like this one.”

The kids came out and one grandfather
stated, “I won’t let them play around the
corner where I can’t see them but at an
event like this, I feel very safe and give them
freedom to roam.”  This is because the
street is carefully closed off and just walk in
traffic is allowed.

The shindig, through support of the city
allowed for a jumper to be used and ice
cream to be given out.  Games were played
by the children and there were exciting raf‐
fle prizes awarded through out the 5p.m. to
8p.m. three‐hour event.  Mostly neighbors
had the chance to relax and talk to other
neighbors.  There was something reassur‐
ing in being around people, something ther‐
apeutic, good and healthy about the
evening.

“National Night Out was a huge success in
District 8 this year!” Councilmember Sylvia
Arenas said. “Following the pandemic hia‐
tus, I had a blast seeing our East San Jose &
Evergreen families come together to build
community once again. Community leaders
and neighborhood groups organized a total
of ten National Night Out events in our dis‐
trict this year – including Thompson Creek
Neighborhood Association. My office and I
were honored to support and attend each
event to meet and reconnect with neigh‐
bors,” Arenas said. "National Night Out is all
about building community and strengthen‐

ing our neighborhood vigilance against crime and I could not
have been happier seeing neighbors, families, and children come
together to celebrate.”

Above: Santa Clara County Supervisor candidate Johnny Khamis attends
one of many National Night Out events - this one at Creekside Cabana
Club August 2. Below: Craig Ferguson, Treasurer of Thompson Creek
Neighborhood Association, fellow member Sherri and many others,
volunteer in setting up the event. 

Councilwoman Sylvia Arenas visits with the Pitt family at Thompson Creek
Neighborhood Association National Night Out.
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Reader lauds
thought‑provoking
article about Hanoi

Dear Editor, 
I read the inspiring article

“Three Miracles” by Kevin Larsen
and the detailed story of the
homeless elderly lady Hanoi,
who is in desperate need of shel‐
ter to get off the streets. 

It should not be just one man’s
or one organization’s effort but a
mutual community effort. This
Story of Hanoi is unique as she is
a hard‐working, ambitious, strong
willed, elderly lady who is a vic‐
tim of circumstances. 

Her articles were stolen by
people first, in her early life and
then by officials in her later life,
how further traumatizing it can
be to her mental health, it’s like
taking away a teddy bear (securi‐
ty object) from a child. She cer‐
tainly needs a social worker im‐
mediately to get her further help,
so that she can reach out and uti‐
lize available resources. 

This case has been brought to
light by Kevin with all his hard‐
work and selfless service. This
real life example is an eye‐open‐
er, as many more out there, need
such help. How can we really call
ourselves successful citizens or a
successful nation, when our fel‐
low human beings are still on the
streets? 

In the emergency rooms of
hospitals thousands of dollars
are spent with simply an
overnight stay of such individu‐
als when the situation becomes
life‐threatening, so why not by
taking preventative measures help
these individuals in the begin‐
ning by spending a lesser amount
of money by providing them so‐
cial workers in the first place. 

It’s not about building houses
or shelters of bricks and stones
only to help homelessness, but
also understanding that we need
more social workers to reach out
to these individuals to build a
bridge to communicate with them,
to understand them, so that these
homeless individuals can under‐
stand how available resources
work and  can help them person‐
ally. 

When Good Citizens provide
Selfless Service and give, it helps
them too. Let it not be our City Of‐
ficials responsibility only.

Giving and providing selfless
service is the biggest form of a
therapy and an antidote for an
anxiety.  Giving One’s time giving
attention giving understanding
and love are also different types
of giving.  Every day we wake up,
we can breathe, we can talk and
walk is a miracle itself. Let us
bring a smile to others, especially
those who are neglected by the
society with the thought of fellow
brotherhood, leaving no one be‐
hind to make this earth a better
place. Thank you, Times Media,
for publishing such thought‐pro‐
voking articles and inspire all!

Yesterday, I came across an‐
other homeless young tall boy,
when I had just walked out of a
local Togo, with sandwich bag in
my hand. He just looked at me,
and my motherly instinct ac‐
knowledged instantly from with‐
in, he is hungry. I quickly turned
back and asked ladies to make
two large sandwiches. I asked the
boy what he will like to have for a
drink and he said Sprite. He
grabbed an outdoor chair and
started eating sandwich right‐
away without lifting his head up
even for a minute. He must be
very hungry. He didn’t ask for
money, neither did he look like a
victim of drug addiction. His eyes
reflected loneliness, from ages.
Such a youth on the streets with
dirty clothes and a thin body!
What had gone wrong? What’s
his story? So many questions
started to line up.

Neerja Sharma
Evergreen Valley 
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TO THE
EDITOR

OP-ED

Every day 
is special

By Bryan Golden
Every day you wake up is a special day.  It is filled

with potential and opportunity.  
Too many people start their days in a foul mood.

They drag themselves out of bed to prepare to en‐
dure another day.  Starting on Monday, their objec‐
tive is to make it to Friday.  Then, on the weekend,
Sunday becomes stressful as the clock clicks down
to Monday.

It’s a shame to allow a bad attitude to cause you
to lose sight of how special each day is.  As you be‐
come jaded, each day looms as a challenge to get
through rather than something to savor.  Although
we all face problems, it is our outlook that deter‐
mines how successful we are in dealing with them.

Here are some tips for getting back on track so that
you begin recognizing every day as special.  Start with
appreciating all of the things in your life you can be
thankful for.  Look past the fog and negativity.  Re‐
gardless of what you are dealing with, there are many
things which you can be appreciative of. 

Developing this attitude of gratitude grounds you
in the positive.  Review your list of good things on a
daily basis.  This habit gets your day started on the
right foot.  The foundation you build makes it easier
to recognize each day as special.

The things you are thankful for are your bright
spots.  They will energize you when you appreciate
them.  One bright spot alone can out shine all of
your problems.  Even if yesterday was a low point,
every new day is a special opportunity to turn
things around.

An appreciation of all the miracles in your life will
boost your attitude of gratitude.  Start with the mira‐
cle that is you.  This wonder dwarfs the challenges
you are facing.  Pay attention to details.  All miracles,
regardless of how small, should be fully appreciated.

Adjust your perspective.  Instead of looking at
what’s wrong, identify what is right with each day.
Everyone has problems, and each problem has a so‐
lution.  Rather than being saddled with another day
of problems, you have a new opportunity to find so‐
lutions.  Taking this approach lets you focus on

what is right instead of fixating on what is wrong.
Determine what needs to be fixed.  This means

separating problems from symptoms.  Problems
are a cause while symptoms are the result.  When
ignored, symptoms will create secondary prob‐
lems.  Every day is another special opportunity to
identify and fix problems.  You will become more
frustrated and problems will worsen when you fail
to take corrective action.

Cut free from the shackles of the past.  Don’t
lament what you could have, would have, or should
have done.  When you hold onto your past it pol‐
lutes your future.  The value of the past is to teach
us what didn’t work and what did.  Each day is a
special opportunity for a new start. 

Every day is another chance to accomplish what
you put off yesterday.  Taking action is the only way
to accomplish anything.  Stop procrastinating today
and get into gear.  Each day you delay, is a day lost
you will never get back. 

Cultivate positive thoughts.  Purge negative
words and concepts from your self‐talk.  Your mind
believes whatever you tell it without discrimina‐
tion.  If you tell yourself you can do something, you
are right.  If you tell yourself you can’t do some‐
thing, you are also right.  Your thoughts are as spe‐
cial as each day because they determine the direc‐
tion of your life.

As you can see, every day is indeed special.  Take
advantage of the new opportunities that constantly
present themselves.  Use the time you are given
rather than wasting it.  Believe in yourself and your
ability to have the life you want.

Bryan is the author of “Dare to Live Without Lim‑
its.”  Contact Bryan at Bryan@columnist.com or visit
www.DareToLiveWithoutLimits.com

Copyright 2022 Bryan Golden

OP-ED

Can I get Monkeypox
by shaking your hand?

Well, our world has all kinds of scary things right
now.  

We just came out of a pandemic and now we see
we have another secret varient virus upon us.

Throw Monkeypox into the equation and it be‐
comes unclear if we should even be shaking hands
anymore.

The thing is, this Monkeypox thing is being mostly
spread by men with men encounters.  I am not sure

what started it and to be equitable, women can get it too.
Well, I think it may be best not to shake anyone’s

hand anymore.  Why do it.  So, perhaps it is best we
change our greeting in America.  

Why not just kindly bow or put our hands together
to represent or acknowledge the meeting of another
person (stranger) we are introduced to. 

Why touch anyone, because it just means that you
must wash your hands or use sanitizer.

I hope this new Monkeypox thing does not freak
out the youth, because I enjoy seeing them on occa‐
sion holding hands while courting.

What kind of world are we living in?
Kevin Larsen
San Jose
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Habitat
Continued from page 1
and animals from the Wildlife Edu‐
cation & Rehabilitation Center, and
participants can become wildlife de‐
tectives through hands‐on activities
like dissecting owl pellets and more. 

• Kids discover history as little
archeologists by digging up pieces
of the past

• Make the nature connection by
taking a hike

• Bike along the Coyote Creek
Parkway (personal bikes are wel‐
come)   

• Participate in a self‐guided scav‐
enger hunt and other nature activi‐
ties

• Meet Morticia (California King
Snake) up close and personal 

The event will take place at Coy‐
ote Creek Visitor Center at Ander‐
son Lake County Park located at:
19245 Malaguerra Ave., Morgan

Hill, CA 95037.
Admission to the Coyote Creek

Habitat Day is free. Please consider
walking, biking, carpooling, or tak‐
ing public transit. A free shuttle is
available from the parking lot at the
nearby Live Oak Picnic Area. 

Event partners include Wildlife
Education & Rehabilitation Center
(WERC) and the Santa Clara County
Library District.

For more information, email
Michelle.Armijo@prk.sccgov.org or
visit www.parkhere.org to learn
more about other summer programs.

Editor’s note: Santa Clara Coun‑
ty Parks and Recreation Depart‑
ment has provided recreational
opportunities, beautiful parks and
precious natural resources for
Santa Clara County residents for
more than 60 years. This golden
legacy has resulted in one of the
largest regional park systems in
the State of California. 

S
anta Clara County Parks re‐
ceived over 100 entries for the
second annual Youth Art Con‐

test in honor of Earth Day. The win‐
ning pieces of art will be featured in
posters to be displayed throughout
County Parks this summer.

Students entering grades Pre‐K to
12 were asked to let their imagina‐
tion run wild as they draw their fa‐
vorite park, wildlife, or activity to
celebrate Earth Day by showing the
awesomeness of the outdoors. The
grand prize winner received a col‐
lection of parks gear including a
backpack, binoculars, first aid kit,
and more. A participation gift was
given to every child who submitted

artwork.
The Parks Department continues

to be amazed by the creativity and
talent from local youth. The collec‐
tion of winning art is available at
https://parks.sccgov.org/county‐
parks‐youth‐art‐contest‐2022.

Santa Clara County Parks and
Recreation Department has provid‐
ed recreational opportunities, beau‐
tiful parks and precious natural re‐
sources for Santa Clara County resi‐
dents for more than 60 years. This
golden legacy has resulted in one of
the largest regional park systems in
the State of California.

Pictured below: art by Hudson, Age
10 ‑ Grand Prize Winner

2022 Earth Day Youth Art 
contest winners announced

Times Community News

Campaign relaunch draws more than 200
More than 200 people attended former council member and candi‐

date for Santa Clara County Supervisor Johnny Khamis’ campaign re‐
launch on Sunday, August 7th. The event held at Morgan's Cove includ‐
ed many south county and San Jose community leaders and elected of‐
ficials. Speaking in support of Khamis was current District 1 Supervisor
Mike Wasserman, Gilroy Mayor Marie Blankley, Former Morgan Hill
Mayor Steve Tate, Morgan Hill Council member Gino Borgioli, Former
San Jose Vice Mayor Rose Herrera and San Jose Council member Matt
Mahan who is running for mayor of San Jose.
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SJ Library hosts 
summer coding 
showcase with 
support from Apple

This summer, San José Public Library
(SJPL) received support for its Coding 5K
Summer Camps from Apple’s Community
Education Initiative, which provides cod‐
ing, creativity, and workforce opportuni‐
ties for underrepresented communities. 

Through the Camps, nearly 200 students
(ages 8‐12) had the opportunity to attend a
series of free week‐long coding classes at
the library. 

SJPL’s Coding 5K Summer Camps are
taught by experienced and certified in‐
structors who are trained by library staff

using coding curriculum and apps provid‐
ed by Apple. Apple has also provided pro‐
fessional learning and support for pro‐
gram leaders and facilitators, employee
volunteers, and Apple technology, includ‐
ing iPad devices for campers to ensure that
all participating students have access to an
up‐to‐date device that allows them to suc‐
cessfully complete their projects. iPads can
also be checked out with a library card.

Coding 5K Summer Camp offered a total
of eight week‐long camps at eight SJPL lo‐
cations. The camps were offered in con‐
junction with the Coding 5K Challenge, a
program designed to further enhance ac‐
cess to free quality STEAM (Science, Tech‐
nology, Engineering, Arts & Math) learning
programs for underserved elementary and
middle school students.

More information can be found at:
bit.ly/CodingCamp2022
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A
group of 32 high school students
from throughout Santa Clara County
got a special behind‐the‐scenes tour

of VTA’s largest bus yard, and cutting‐edge
electric bus charging system August 5. 

The students participated in the Mineta
Summer Transportation Institute, de‐
signed to educate and encourage their in‐
terest in careers in the transportation in‐
dustry. 

VTA’s General Manager Carolyn Gonot
welcomed the students at VTA’s headquar‐
ters, then the students boarded a sleek,
new electric bus and headed to VTA’s
Cerone Bus Division, located at 3990
Zanker Road in San Jose where they toured
bus operations. There the students
learned about VTA’s cutting‐edge Electric
Bus Charging Microgrid project, hailed as
one of the nation’s models of best practices
for “deploying charging infrastructure for
electric transit buses.” 

During the three‐week San Jose State
University program, the students learned
about sustainability in public transporta‐

tion, participated in hands‐on STEM activ‐
ities, learned about environmental science
and how transit impacts climate change,
and even how to fly drones to practice aer‐
ial mapping. 

After the VTA tour, lunch was served fol‐
lowed by a graduation ceremony. The stu‐
dents’ parents then greeted the graduates. 

A group of 32 high school students from throughout Santa Clara County got a special behind-the-
scenes tour of VTA’s largest bus yard.

Potential future transportation 
leaders get a behind the scenes
look at Silicon Valley Public Transit
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Uncertainty in
the Market
By Angela Copeland

L
ately, quite a lot of fo‐
cus in the news has
been on topics that

evoke fear. 
The stock market is

down. Hiring may be slowing. Prices are sky‐
rocketing. The labor shortage still exists, and
supply chain issues have not been fully resolved.
We're living inside of a system with uncertainty.
And, the uncertainty creates fear. But, it could be
argued that uncertainty was there all along.  

Uncertainty and fear are often the products of
the unknown and of change. These feelings can
lead us to try to find, or to stay in a stable spot. We
may remain with our current employer for the
job security. We may try to minimize the change
we introduce into our lives. This makes sense. At
times, it can be a matter of survival. 

But, in the way business works today, uncer‐
tainty may become a normal part of working.
Let's back up a little. Just a few generations ago, a
stable corporate job would last for your entire
career. If you were pragmatic, you'd get one job
and slowly climb the ladder at your company
one step at a time. 

This has evolved. For many career paths, the
way to the top now comes through a series of job
changes. Whether you're switching companies

or career fields, the road is no longer a linear one. 
The more that your career is non‐linear, the

more you're introducing both change and risk.
After all, you may join a new company that is not
a fit. You may try a new type of role and find that
it doesn't work for you. But, many successful ca‐
reers now demand this type of change to contin‐
ue to grow. 

As you can imagine, your current company is
less likely to invest resources into you if your
path will lead you outside of their doors. This
forces you to be in the driver's seat. You must
make your own connections, be in charge of your
own education, and make your own way. You
must be the CEO of your own career. 

You must also show up as a ready‐made pack‐
age, as if you were a consultant. It is similar to
running a small business. But, it doesn't come
without risks. You may not always have the same
income. Competition is higher. You must prove
your value to stay relevant. In other words, the
current market is full of uncertainty and change.
But, this kind of uncertainty already exists in to‐
day's working world. 

If you find yourself at a point in your career
where you're ready for a change, don't wait.
Things may or may not feel more stable soon.
Don't get me wrong. I'm not suggesting you quit
your job with no plan. It means that you should
start taking small steps today that will lead to
bigger changes later. Begin networking and in‐
terviewing for jobs. Walk yourself through the
uncertainty and change one step at a time. 

Angela Copeland, a leadership and career ex‑
pert, can be reached at copelandcoaching.com.

Times Career Corner
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T
he 2022 Italian Family Festa is back and
better than ever August 20‐21 celebrat‐
ing its 40th anniversary at History Park

San Jose. Admission is free.
The Italian American Heritage Foundation

announced the return of Italian Family Festa
after two years as it gears up to share their
Italian culture hospitality with the Bay Area
community. The festivities begin on Saturday,
Aug. 20 from 11:00 a.m.  – 8:00 p.m. and Sun‐
day, Aug. 21, 11:00 a.m.  – 6:00 p.m. 

Community support
“We are thrilled to be back after two years

and grateful for the community support, vol‐
unteers, plus grants from the City of San Jose
and County of Santa Clara that make this festi‐
val possible,” said Nancy Morreale, Festa Di‐
rector. “With everything going on make sure
to make time for our daily grape stomp and a
marionette show each day, and don’t forget
our Festa Wine Tasting Garden, presented by
The Sobrato Philanthropies, which will fea‐
ture local Italian wineries and is always a pop‐
ular activity.” 

Family emphasized
This year will be a Festa to remember.  ”The

Foundation announced it is emphasizing the
family at Italian Family Festa with the addition
of a new children’s area, Ragazzi Zona, spon‐
sored by Harker School. The new additions are
set in a large grass area where families can re‐
lax and children can hear Italian story tellers,
enjoy crafts, and learn some Italian along with
all the fun,” Morreale said. Navy Week will also
be celebrated at this year’s event.

Musical performances 
“This year, the Roma Stage will feature mu‐

sical acts with performances from Mike An‐
nuzzi, Blue House, Bella Ciao, John DeMers, a
tribute to Sinatra and our “Saturday Night
Street Dance” with Livewire, a Bay Area fa‐
vorite tribute band,” said Morreale. “A special
Sunday only Festa favorite, the performance
by the Anthony “Nino” Lane Band, will bring
all generations of music lovers together.”

Culinary secrets shared
FESTA goers can unwind and enjoy a culi‐

nary demonstration on the La Cucina Gal‐
bani® Cooking Stage with Galbani’s celebrity
Mark Sciortino “Chef Marco” along with a vari‐
ety of local chefs all sharing their culinary se‐
crets with you. Galbani® will also host the
cheese log building contest for kids each day.

“Of course, we haven’t forgotten all the fa‐
vorite things that make our Festa unique,” said
Morreale.  “Our Cultural Village, presented by
JP Napoli Companies, will feature presenta‐

tions on local Italian history, the lace makers
are back demonstrating the lost art of Italian
lace, and the Italian Renaissance Swordsman‐
ship Academy, a local group, will be reenacting
medieval sword fights and sharing their expe‐
rience and knowledge.”

Navy brass band honored
This year the foundation is honored to host

the United States Navy brass band, along with
a few friendly Naval robots that love to share
and show off for the crowd. 

So, grab a glass of wine, fill up on Italian food
and enjoy a day in Italy right here in Santa
Clara Valley at the 2022 Italian Family Festa!  

About Italian Family Festa
The Italian Family Festa is presented by the

Italian American Heritage Foundation (IAHF).
The Festa brings to the Santa Clara Valley all
things Italian. Through food, music, crafts,
bocce, grape stomp, cultural offerings and
wine tasting garden they share their Italian
culture and heritage. They welcome everyone
to share a bit of Italy. All proceeds support the
preservation of Italian culture and the Italian
American Heritage Foundation Scholarship
Program.

About Italian American Heritage Foun‑
dation

The Italian American Heritage Foundation
(IAHF), a 501(c)(3) non‐profit organization, is
dedicated to the preservation and promotion
of Italian heritage and culture in the Santa
Clara Valley. IAHF Cultural Center, 425 N.
Fourth St, San Jose, CA, iahfsj.org, iahfsj@iahf‐
sj.org, 408‐293‐7122 

Editor’s note: History Park San Jose is located
at 1650 Senter Road, San Jose, CA. For more in‑
formation, visit www.ItalianFamilyFestaSJ.org
For a schedule of activities, visit www.italian‑
familyfestasj. org/schedule. Follow the Festa on
Twitter: http://twitter. com/ItalianFestaSJ;
and Facebook: https:// www.facebook.
com/italianfamilyfesta

Times Feature

Italian Family Festa returns 
celebrating its 40th year at 
History Park San Jose Aug. 20-21

“Saturday Night Street Dance” 
with Livewire

The entire family will enjoy the Italian Family Festa (pictured: the 2019 event).
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Times Feature

By William Bellou
Publisher

F
or 14 years, Hot San Jose nights – Airport
Day has been a huge family fun classic car
show and airplane show for the entire

family Saturday, September 3 from 10 a.m. – 3
pm.  The event including parking is free. 

“Bring your chairs and coolers and enjoy the
day with us,” said event founder, Michael
Hennessy.  “We will have great live music and
fun food all day. School robotics teams and
ROTC will also be participating.  And don’t
miss the Civil Air Patrol presenting the Color
Guard during the National Anthem in the
Opening Ceremony at noon. This is a great

day for children to participate in a learning
environment and have fun too!”

Aircraft 
More than 40 static airplanes will be on

display. San Jose State University aviation
program, one of the nation’s oldest and the
only public institution in California, is wel‐
coming event goers to sit in their aircraft
and talk with students and faculty. This
gives everyone a chance to learn more
about the educational opportunities we
provide. The program offers a BS in Avia‐
tion with an emphasis in professional flight,
operations, aviation management, and
Maintenance Management. 

14TH ANNUAL HOT SAN JOSE NIGHTS – A FREE FAMILY EVENT

Airport Day returns Sept. 3
at Reid-Hillview Airport 
Family friendly classic car show, static airplane show, and more! Event 
goers encouraged to bring canned food for Second Harvest Food Bank

Fun for all
For 14 years, Hot San
Jose nights – Airport Day
has been a huge family fun
classic car show and air-
plane show for the entire
family Saturday, Septem-
ber 3 from 10 a.m. – 3
pm.  The event including
parking is free. 
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By Sean Eastwood
Times Media staff writer

T
he 2022 Ford Lightning elec‐
tric pickup arrived a year after
it was announced, and now

there’s an estimated three year
backlog for delivery. 

First announced at the 2019 De‐
troit Auto Show, Ford beat all the
others — Tesla to GMC,
Chevrolet to Rivian —
to the competitive truck
market to further add to
the manufacturer’s
truck legacy with its
success of the F‐150 for
that past 15 years. In
fact, the new Lightning
is quieter than other F‐
150s and more than
300 pounds lighter than
a Rivian R1T.

The Lightning is a luxury oriented,
full‐size electric pickup truck with
top‐level performance and sports a
300‐plus mile range. The truck can
be ordered in Pro, XLT, Lariat and
Platinum trims.

What’s unique about the F‐150
Lightning is Ford’s decision to offer
the Pro trim   with a smaller‐capacity
battery; the Platinum is offered only
with a higher‐capacity battery. The
XLT and Lariat are equipped with the
smaller‐capacity battery standard,

but buyers can order the higher‐ca‐
pacity battery as an option.

Here’s how the batteries stand
up

The truck’s standard‐range bat‐
tery produces 452 horsepower and
a 230‐mile range. The extended‐
range battery provides 563 horse‐
power and a 320‐mile range. The

563 horsepower Lightning can ac‐
celerate from 0‐to 60 miles per hour
in about four seconds. 

The standard all‐wheel‐drive sys‐
tem has selectable Normal, Sport,
Off‐Road and Tow/Haul modes. Met‐
al skid plates provide underbody
protection. As an electric vehicle and
with robust power, the Lightning is
unique, a superior effort for any ve‐
hicle and particularly for a truck. 

The top‐line Platinum trim adds
features from lower trims and the
luxury‐loaded Lariat trim.

2022 Ford Lightning true to its name
accelerating 0-60 MPH in 4 seconds
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TENNIS TIPS
Poor tennis racquet
strings can cause
wrist injuries 

By Ken DeHart 
Tennis racquet strings break,

lose their tension and can affect
the spin, speed and control of
your shots.  Poor strings can also
cause tennis elbow and wrist in‐
juries.  

Here are some tips that help you de‐
cide when you should restring your ten‐
nis racquet.  

WHAT FACTORS SHOULD I CONSIDER
FOR RE‑STRINGING?

From the environment to how you play
the game, there are so many variables that
impact how often you should restring
your racket.

TENSION LOSS
• Strings begin losing tension the mo‐

ment your racket is taken off the stringing
machine.

• As tension drops, you lose control and
the ability to generate as much topspin ‐
especially if you play with a poly.

• In general, poly strings lose tension
quicker than multifilament strings. They
would require more frequent re‐stringing.

ARM AND ELBOW COMFORT LEVEL
• Strings lose their resilience over time,

creating a stiff or dead feeling that can be
harsh on your arm.

• A freshly strung racquet will absorb
the shock better upon contact, providing
more comfort.

• This is especially important if you
have elbow or arm issues, in which case
you should consider re‐stringing more of‐
ten

ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS
• Natural gut absorbs moisture quicker

in humid environments.
• Poly strings wear out even quicker

when exposed to excessive heat or sun.
• On top of re‐stringing, a tennis bag

with Thermoguard lining will better pro‐
tect the racquet and strings by better con‐
trolling the environment.

STYLE OF PLAY
• Strings will wear out faster if you play

more aggressively, use more spin, and/or
primarily hit from the baseline.

How do i know when it’s time to re‐
string my tennis racket?

VISUAL INDICATORS CAN SHOW
YOU'RE OVERDUE TO RE‑STRING:

NOTCHING
• Strings rub together as you hit the ball,

creating friction.

• This leads to grooves at the intersec‐
tion of the strings in the middle of the rac‐
quet.

FRAYING
• Natural gut and multifilament strings

are comprised of tiny fibers that eventual‐
ly break down.

• Poly strings are a single fila‐
ment, so they will not fray.

I’m breaking tennis racket
strings too often. what should i do?

GAUGE OPTIONS
• The thicker the gauge, the

more durable it will be.
SWITCH TO A HYBRID STRING
• If you’re playing with a multifilament

string, consider switching to a poly string
in the mains or crosses for more durabili‐
ty.

SWITCH TO POLYESTER (MONOFILA‑
MENT) STRING

• Poly strings provide excellent durabil‐
ity since they are made of a single fila‐
ment.

• However, they also lose tension quick‐
er. This can require more frequent re‐
stringing for consistent performance.

• If you have arm/elbow issues, this
may not be the best option due to its
stiffer feeling.

Tip: As the performance of the string
changes, you continually adjust your tech‐
nique ‐ whether you notice it or not. It can
become frustrating to constantly over‐
compensate when the strings are no
longer performing as they should. If
you’re an avid player or competing in
tournaments and looking for more consis‐
tent performance, you will want to consid‐
er re‐stringing on a more regular basis.

I have multiple rackets.  I primarily use
one and have the other as a back‐up so it
doesn’t get played with as much. do I need
to re‐string both every time?

Tip: If you carry multiple racquets, you
ideally should re‐string both every time.
Even though you are primarily only playing
with one racket, the strings in the other
racquet are still losing their tension and re‐
silience (just at a slightly slower pace). If
you break the strings in your primary rack‐
et in the middle of the match and switch to
your other racket, it will play very differ‐
ently if it hasn’t been re‐strung in a while.

I am also a professional tennis stringer
and can provide next day service to help
you racquet have new life, energy and per‐
formance. Contact me at kendehart@
aol.com or call me at (408) 892‐3806

Ken Dehart is Director of Racquets,
Alpine Hills Tennis & Swimming Club. He is
a PTR International Master Professional,
USPTA Master Professional, and a USA High
Performance Coach. You may reach Ken at:
408‑892‑3806 or ken.dehart@scvcc.com
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States with the Best & Worst Early Education Systems
Rank State Total Score Access Quality Resources &

Economic Support
1 Arkansas 74.66 4 1 16
2 Nebraska 70.59 5 2 24
3 Maryland 69.85 14 2 6
4 District of Columbia 68.00 1 19 26
5 Rhode Island 63.45 27 6 2
6 Alabama 63.11 12 6 11
7 Oregon 61.32 13 20 1
8 Vermont 61.07 2 44 21
9 West Virginia 60.88 8 8 35
10 New Mexico 58.45 7 37 4
11 New Jersey 55.81 15 25 3
12 Oklahoma 55.76 9 37 10
13 Delaware 53.78 22 16 14
14 Tennessee 53.37 19 11 39
15 South Carolina 53.34 16 14 32
16 Louisiana 53.33 20 12 36
17 Illinois 52.54 6 42 23
18 Washington 51.22 24 21 13
19 Kentucky 51.12 17 13 46
20 Connecticut 50.62 23 15 29
21 Iowa 50.38 11 40 31
22 Virginia 49.98 48 4 28
23 Maine 48.69 18 37 20
24 Wisconsin 48.14 10 46 30
25 Texas 48.12 43 5 40
26 Hawaii 47.34 28 43 7
27 Utah 47.18 35 35 9
28 Kansas 46.41 3 49 33
29 Alaska 46.21 33 26 15
30 Ohio 45.23 29 17 43
31 Georgia 44.36 45 9 34
32 California 43.75 42 22 12
33 Mississippi 43.72 31 26 27
34 Arizona 42.76 25 24 50
35 North Carolina 42.52 47 9 37
36 Michigan 41.52 21 48 25
37 Nevada 41.34 50 17 5
38 Massachusetts 41.23 26 47 19
39 Pennsylvania 41.03 46 36 8
40 Colorado 40.95 44 23 22
41 Florida 40.05 40 26 38
42 Wyoming 39.06 32 26 41
43 South Dakota 38.79 34 26 41
44 New York 37.88 41 44 17
45 Idaho 37.11 39 26 44
46 Montana 36.97 36 26 47
47 New Hampshire 35.49 37 26 51
48 Minnesota 33.89 49 41 18
49 Missouri 29.29 38 50 45
50 North Dakota 29.23 30 51 48
51 Indiana 20.90 51 26 49

• Note: With the exception of “Total Score,” all of the columns in the table above depict
the relative rank of that state, where a rank of 1 represents the best conditions for that
metric category.

For the full report, visit: https://wallethub.com/edu/states‑with‑the‑best‑and‑worst‑early‑
education‑systems/62668

Report: 2022's states
with the best & worst
early education systems

W
ith pre‐K enrollment dropping by
nearly 300,000 students last year,
which hurt educational progress

and increased inequality, the personal‐fi‐
nance website WalletHub today released its
report on 2022's States with the Best &
Worst Early Education Systems.

In order to determine the best early edu‐
cation systems in America, WalletHub com‐
pared the 50 states and the District of Co‐
lumbia across 12 key metrics. The data set

ranges from share of school districts that of‐
fer a state pre‐K program to number of pre‐
K quality benchmarks met and total report‐
ed spending per child enrolled in pre‐K.

Quality of Early Education in California
(1=Best; 25=Avg.): 

• 23rd – Share of 3‐ and 4‐year‐olds En‐
rolled in pre‐K, pre‐K Special Education and
Head Start

• 18th – Income Requirement for State
Pre‐K Eligibility

• 18th – Total Reported Spending per
Child Enrolled in Preschool

• 12th – Total State Head Start Program
Spending per Child Enrolled in Preschool

• 1st – Monthly Child Care Co‐Payment
Fees as a Percent of Family Income
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Times Feature

TECH JARGON OF THE WEEK

Federated learning

H
ave you ever stumbled into a conversa‐
tion where everyone is speaking around
this “techie” word – and even after

you’ve broken in, it is difficult to understand
the unfamiliar jargon and acronyms? Well,
there’s no need to sweat it. Let me teach you
the meaning of some commonly used tech
words:

Federated learning
Amongst the latest advances in Artificial In‐

telligence and Machine learning, I find the fed‐
erated learning to be very fascinating. Federat‐
ed learning is a form of machine learning tech‐

nique where the devices which collect data
participates in training the central machine
learning model. This technique is most popular
with mobile devices, or any other types of sys‐
tems deployed at scale. Federated learning is
useful for cases where the participating de‐
vices don’t want to share the data with the cen‐
tral server or uploading the collected data back
to central server is prohibitive (high cost, unre‐
liable connection, etc.). 

A simple example would be personalized
keyboards on smartphones. Predictive fea‐
tures on those personalized keyboards learn
from your typing patterns, slangs, usage of
words, etc. to give you better suggestions in the
future. Since you are also using your keyboard
to type confidential information such as pass‐
words on websites, it is not a very good idea to

send that kind of data back to central server.
Even if it is not the case with keyboard, assume
you take pictures on your smartphone and tag
them as “Family”, “Hobby”, and “Friends” in a
smart photo app which can automatically tag
your future pictures. That smart photo app
may have some sort of machine learning mod‐
el trained at its central server. For machine
learning model to learn your tags, it must be
trained on your images with your tags. Sending
those images back to the central server along
with their tags can be quite expensive on your
mobile data connection. Moreover, you might
not want to share your precious personal pic‐
tures with this smart photo app server. This is
where federated learning comes in play. Ma‐
chine learning models are trained on your
smartphones and then the models are the only

ones sent to the central server. Now the central
server averages the models using federated
learning algorithm which it receives from sev‐
eral smartphones and then uses them to train
its global machine learning model. After it has
been trained for a while, the global model is
distributed back to the smartphones to be used
for predictive purposes or for further training.

While federated learning is still in its early
stages and faces numerous challenges with its
design and deployment, it will be interesting to
see how tech giants like Google will leverage
this technology.

Do you enjoy reading this column?  Send in
your comments or feedback to the author at
shub.saxen@gmail.com. Shubhi Asthana works
as a Research Senior Software Engineer at the
IBM Almaden Research Center, San Jose.



‘Inflation-busting’ stimulus
payments to Californians
worth up to $1,050 to 
be received in October 

S
timulus checks and relief payments
are being sent by several states
across the country, including Cali‐

fornia, as inflation wreaks havoc on per‐
sonal expenditures.

Several states have announced new
initiatives to deliver payments to certain
groups. States providing relief include
California, Florida, and Virginia, among
others.

In California, state officials are plan‐
ning on giving stimulus checks of up to
$1,050 to an estimated 23 million people
in October. 

The payment amount will depend on
whether the person is a single or joint fil‐
er for taxes, what the person's income is,
and how many dependents he or she has. 

Single filers will receive at least $200 if
they earn up to $250,000 a year, and joint
filers will receive $400 if they earn up to
$500,000 a year.

The checks are part of a $17 billion re‐
lief package that will also suspend the
state's sales tax on diesel fuel and pro‐
vide additional aid to help people with
rent and utility bills, Governor Newsom
said in a statement. 

The inflation‐relief checks are tax re‐
funds that will send a total of $9.5 billion
back to state residents.

MONEY TIP FOR STUDENTS

Save money by 
earning college 
credit in high school
By Tim Ballard

O
ne way for students to save money
on the cost of higher education is
to earn college credits while they

are still in high school, according to
KHEAA.

High school students can take advan‐
tage of several programs that let them

earn college credits. These programs in‐
clude:

* Dual credit courses. These courses
let students earn both college and high
school credit. They are offered in both
academic and technical areas. In some
cases, students will pay less than the
college tuition rate.

* Advanced Placement (AP) cours‑
es. AP classes count as high school cred‐
its, but many colleges will give students
college credit if they earn a certain
grade on AP exams. Offered by the Col‐
lege Board, AP classes are widely avail‐
able.

* International Baccalaureate (IB)
Diploma and Cambridge Advanced
International (CAI) programs. IB and
CAI are for students 16 to 19 years old
and are similar to AP courses. High
school students may be able to receive

college credit for the IB and CAI classes
they take.

KHEAA is a public, non‐profit agency
established in 1966 to improve students’
access to college. It provides information
about financial aid and financial literacy
at no cost to students and parents.

KHEAA also helps colleges manage
their student loan default rates and veri‐
fy information submitted on the FAFSA.
For more information about those servic‐
es, visit kheaa.com.

In addition, KHEAA disburses private
Advantage Education Loans on behalf of
its sister agency, KHESLC. 

For more information, visit www.
advantageeducationloan.com.
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One way for students
to save money on the
cost of higher educa-
tion is to earn college
credits while they are
still in high school.
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Report:
2022’s Best
BBQ Cities 
in America
S

moked, sauced, grilled — we love our
barbecue. But which are 2022’s Best
BBQ Cities in America?

With July a great month for mouth‐wa‐
tering BBQ’s, LawnStarter compared 200
of the biggest U.S. cities based on 18 hall‐
marks of a true ’cue hub.

To separate the top sirloins from the
chuck roasts of barbecue scenes, we con‐
sidered the number of award‐winning
barbecue restaurants, barbecue festivals,
experience hosting a “master‐level” com‐
petition blessed by KCBS, and, of course,
highly rated BBQ joints.

See the 10 barbecue scenes that smoked
the competition (or came under friendly
fire) listed here, followed by some high‐
lights and lowlights from our report. 
Highlights and Lowlights

Show‐Me Some BBQ: This year, the
Mother of the West is also the mother of
BBQ: Missouri cities filled out three of the
top five spots in our ranking. St. Louis
brings home the gold. Last year’s ’Cue Cap‐
ital, Kansas City (No. 2), and Springfield
(No. 4) follow closely behind, with a boost
from hosting acclaimed barbecue contests
in recent years. 

All three cities are home to award‐win‐
ning barbecue, but Kansas City style
smokes the competition with its impres‐
sive number of Accolades (No. 1).

A Southern Staple: Barbecue is more
than food in the South — it’s part of the re‐
gion’s identity. Some Southern cities are
known for their BBQ scenes, but this year
some unexpected cities topped America’s
traditional smokehouse meccas. 

The report’s full ranking and analysis
can be found here: lawnstarter.com/blog/
studies/best‐bbq‐cities

2022's Best Cities for BBQ
Rank City
1 St. Louis, MO
2 Kansas City, MO
3 Chicago, IL
4 Springfield, MO
5 Orlando, FL
6 Overland Park, KS
7 Kansas City, KS
8 Austin, TX
9 Chattanooga, TN
10 Houston, TX

2022's Worst Cities for BBQ
Rank City
1 Paterson, NJ (tie)
1 Sunnyvale, CA (tie)
1 Ontario, CA (tie)
1 Paradise, NV (tie)
1 Spring Valley, NV (tie)
1 Enterprise, NV (tie)
1 Sunrise Manor, NV (tie)
8 Lancaster, CA
9 Miramar, FL
10 Aurora, IL
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Whether it’s with a phone call, planning for the 
future or by placing an order, please support our 
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2022’s best
cities to own a
swimming pool

W
ith summers getting hotter than
ever, there’s no better time to have
an in‐ground swimming pool in

your backyard to help you cool off. 
That’s not ideal — or even possible — in

some parts of the U.S., though.
To find the most “pool‐ready” cities in

America, LawnStarter ranked 2022’s Best
Cities to Own a Swimming Pool.

We compared nearly 200 of the biggest
U.S. cities based on climate, yard size, access
to pool installation and maintenance, as well
as costs.

We also looked at the share of homes with
pools in each real estate market to gauge
how well the city embraces pool culture.

Find out which 10 cities swam to the top
(and which 10 sank to the bottom) below,
and some highlights and lowlights from our
report.  

Highlights and Lowlights
• Making a Splash in the Sun Belt: Sunny,

sandy states — Arizona, Florida, and Texas
— are thirsty for cool water. All three states
dominated the top of our ranking and have
experienced extreme heatwaves this sum‐
mer.

Three Sunshine State cities floated to the
top, with Fort Lauderdale taking home the
gold. These cities have the ideal climate for
swimming, as do wealthy Dallas‐Fort Worth
suburbs like Frisco (No. 5) and McKinney
(No. 6). 

• Northern Cities Nosedive: We expected
cities in the upper latitudes to sink in our
ranking, but we didn’t predict Great Lakes‐
adjacent cities to hit the bottom of the pool.
They include Cleveland in last place, fol‐
lowed by Buffalo (No. 193), Syracuse (No.
192), and Detroit (No. 191). 

Lack of yard space, expensive installation
and maintenance, and scarce sunshine an‐
chored these cities to the bottom. Thankful‐
ly, they aren’t too far from thousands of
miles of water to splash around in Lake Erie
and Lake Ontario.

• Costly Cali Cannonballs: Poolside es‐
capes may seem like a Californian dream,
and they are for many Oxnard (No. 189) or
Oakland (No. 184) residents who don’t have
large yards. 

Rancho Cucamonga (No. 65), Escondido
(No. 88), and even Lancaster (No. 181) are
pool‐ready, and many homes currently for
sale in these cities come with a pool already
installed. Unfortunately, expensive pool
cleaning and poor climate due to drought
risk dragged these cities down in the rank‐
ing. 

Our full ranking and analysis are available
here: www.lawnstarter.com/blog/stud‐
ies/best‐cities‐to‐own‐swimming‐pool/

2022's Best Cities to 
Own a Swimming Pool
Rank City
1 Fort Lauderdale, FL
2 Scottsdale, AZ
3 Cape Coral, FL
4 Plano, TX
5 Frisco, TX
6 McKinney, TX
7 Austin, TX
8 Cary, NC
9 Hollywood, FL
10 Alexandria, VA

2022's Worst Cities to 
Own a Swimming Pool
Rank City
1 Cleveland, OH
2 Buffalo, NY
3 Syracuse, NY
4 Detroit, MI
5 Newark, NJ
6 Oxnard, CA
7 Toledo, OH
8 Dayton, OH
9 Springfield, MA
10 Milwaukee, WI
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CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418
Pastor: Rev. Naomi
Schulz
No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You
Are Welcome Here!
We are an Open and Af-
firming Congregation, and
celebrate members of the
LGBTQ+ Community.
Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM,
with communion open to
all.
Join Pastor Naomi for
tea/coffee at Orchard Val-
ley cafe in Campbell dur-
ing community drop-in
office hours from 11 AM
to 1 PM on most Tues-
days.
Our ministries/activities
include:
• Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednes-
day of every month, at
6PM.
• A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open Tu/
Th/ Sa 10:00 AM to
Noon.
• Lighted Window Pro-
ductions featuring uplift-
ing concerts, thought-
provoking theater produc-

tions, informative lec-
tures, and even an occa-
sional karaoke night--all
in a wholesome environ-
ment.  
Our activities flow from
our core values:
• Extravagant Joy
• Passionate Faith
• Loving Respect
• Deep Connectedness 
• Intentional Growth 
• Shared Laughter 
Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.or
g or better yet, visit us at
our worship services on
Sundays at 10:00 AM.
Coffee, refreshments, and
conversation always,
right after service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, wor-
ship and giving to our lo-
cal community. We are
proud to be UCC, Open
and Affirming (O&A) and
welcome members of the
LGBT community. We
support local LifeMoves
(formerly InnVision) Shel-
ter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco

Night Ministry, Second
Harvest Food Bank,
Church World Service,
and Communities Re-
sponding to End Poverty.
Worship Sunday, 9:00
AM followed by fellow-
ship and refreshments.
1st Sunday in Worship:
Holy Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck
Sunday.
Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives.
We assemble each Sun-
day to encourage each
other through singing,
studying, praying and
sharing in the Lord’s sup-
per. Simple—just like
what one reads about in
the New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San
Jose near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club). Come make new
Christian friends!

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120.  The
Rev. Shelley Booth Den-
ney, Rector Phone:408-
268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church
in Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nur-
ture and grow a strong
faith community of be-
lievers, a family of all
ages, where each mem-
ber feels welcomed,
loved, valued and em-
powered to serve. Chil-
dren are especially wel-
comed and cherished as
an important part of
God's family. All junior
high and senior high stu-
dents are welcome to
participate in our Youth
Groups. During the
school year we have joint
Sunday School with our
sister church, the Congre-
gational Church of Almaden
Valley, UCC. The Episcopal
Church in Almaden offers
the following regular oppor-
tunities for worship: Sun-
day at 7:30AM and
10:45AM, Holy Commun-
ion service. Each Sunday
service is followed by a
coffee hour for friendship
and conversation.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsanjose.org
2486 Ruby Ave, 
San Jose, CA 95148.
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum" the
English meaning is "Peace
be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who are
Muslims, and what is the
Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and way
of life. Islam began in the
7th century. People who
follow Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is the
Divine holy book that
guides Muslims to prac-
tice Islam. 
Please visit our website to
learn more. 
Jazāk Allāhu Khayran!

FIRST CHURCH 
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San
Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a
community serving the
Christ from the heart of
the City, working to know
Jesus and make Jesus
known by serving, wor-
shipping, and learning to-
gether.  Worship services
are at 10:00 AM at the Ho-
race Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa
Clara Streets). Worship in-
cludes both contemporary
and traditional music, a
message that is relevant
to real life, based in the
Bible, and meaningful to
people of all ages and
backgrounds.  We work in
our community to provide
real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counseling,
and spiritual direction.
Our children's & families'
ministries include Sunday
classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike
rides and fishing trips.
Come, Make a Difference
and feel the difference
God can make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchSJ.net
See you on Facebook
2650 ABORN ROAD at
Kettmann, across from
Evergreen Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 50 Years. John S
Goldstein, Pastor
Christian Worship every
Sunday at 11.00 am

Together let us build lives
toward excellence!
Music Institute
(408) 791-7772
After School lessons on
Piano, Violin, Viola, Flute
PreSchool, Age 2-6
years. Caring for your
child with God’s love and
affection.

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our members.
If you are looking for an
active Christian faith
community, we invite
you to experience Holy
Spirit Parish Community.
All are welcome! We are
located at 1200 Red-
mond Avenue, San Jose,
CA 95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m. Mon-
day - Friday. Our week-
end Mass schedule is
Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish
Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or
408-997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. Information
on Faith Formation for
children and adults can
be obtained by calling
our Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in
the loop with our 3sixty
High School Youth Min-
istry by calling 408-997-
5106. Holy Spirit School
serves grades Pre-K
through 8th, and is locat-
ed at 1198 Redmond Av-
enue. You can reach the
school office at 408-
268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 & 11:00
AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,
intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-
nity, promoting spiritual

growth, reaching out to
people in need and
whereyou get to know
peopleby name. We offer
children's religious edu-
cation (CREATE); Youth
Ministry (BLAST & X-
STATIC); Scripture Study
(day & evening); Se-
nior's Group and many
other adult ministries as
well. Saint Anthony
parish is located
in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120. Our
weekend Masses are at
4 p.m. on Saturday at
our historic church at
21800 Bertram Road in
New Almaden, CA
95042 and on Sunday at
8:30 a.m.,10:30 a.m.,
and 5:30 p.m. at the
McKean Road location.
Our Parish Office is open
Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and Tuesday thru Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and 1 - 4 p.m. For more
information, stop by the
Parish Office or call
(408) 997-4800, or visit
our website at www.
churchstanthony.com.
Fr. Larry Hendel, Pastor.

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh)
means "disciple" or "stu-
dent." A Sikh is a practi-
tioner of the faith founded
in the 15th century by
Guru Nanak in Punjab of
old British India.  A Guru
who is a "teacher" or "en-
lightener" completes the
relationship of teaching
and learning.  Sikhism is
monotheistic and stresses
the equality of all men and
women. Sikhs believe in
three basic principles;
meditating on the name of
God (praying), earning a
living by honest means
and sharing the fruits of
one's labor with others.
Currently there  are close
to one million Sikhs living
in the USA and Canada
and 25 million Sikhs living
around the world. Sikhism
is the 5th largest religion
in the world.  At the Gurd-
wara (House of God) in
San Jose we welcome all.
We pray daily for peace
and prosperity for every-
body in the world.  Come
to visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365 days
of the year and serves
complementary vegetari-
an meals.  We also en-
courage you to enter our
history room on site and
walk the beautiful

grounds. Learn more
about us and community
events we sponsor by vis-
iting our website;
http://www. SanJoseGur-
dwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofassisi.com 
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an in-
clusive diverse communi-
ty striving to serve as Dis-
ciples of Jesus Christ in
the footsteps of St. Fran-
cis, offering prayerful and
joyful liturgies; evangeliza-
tion, fellowship, and serv-
ice opportunities to the
community. We offer spiri-
tual opportunities for all
ages, including children's
liturgy, dynamic E.C.H.O -
Jr. High, IGNITE - High
School and North Star -
Young Adult Ministries,
along with small faith
communities and opportu-
nities to help the poor and
marginalized of San Jose.
Our Preschool is the only
Catholic Preschool offer-
ing quality family oriented
service in the Evergreen
and Silver Creek areas.
Our Chapel, Gathering
Hall, Parish Office, Mis-
sion Center, Parish Gift
Shop, Memorial Garden
and Preschool are all lo-
cated at 5111 San Felipe
Rd. Please come join us
to worship at one of the
following times and loca-
tions: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday 5:00PM,
Sunday 8:30 AM, 10:30
AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese),
6:00 PM Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gath-
ering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo Mass -
Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Com-
munity (Cribari Auditori-
um) Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Come join us and share
your presence with us so
that together we may
grow and share our gifts
to help build God's Kingdom!
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Times Feature

By David J. Ferreira and 
Chris Sinacola

P
resident Biden is currently weighing
a massive cancellation of federal stu‐
dent loan debt. It's easy to see why.

The nation's total student debt load now
exceeds $1.7 trillion. 

The situation is even worse given that
many student debt holders leave school
without a degree – yet must still struggle
for years to pay back their loans. 

Moreover, it's far from clear whether all
this spending on higher education is pro‐
viding our economy with the workers it
needs. Even as the number of Americans
with a college degree has risen, a range of
vital industries ‐‐ from construction and
manufacturing to car repair ‐‐ have seen
the supply of qualified workers steadily
shrink.

A long‐running educational experiment
in Massachusetts could point the way out
of both these crises. The state's extensive

network of vocational‐technical schools ‐
‐ or "voc‐tech schools," as they're known ‐
‐ offers high school students a path to ca‐
reer success that doesn't require an ex‐
pensive four‐year college degree. 

By expanding this educational model to
more states, policymakers could slash
student debt while also addressing the
skilled‐worker shortage in some of the
nation's biggest industries.

That so many Americans are struggling
to pay down student loan debt is evidence
of a larger higher‐education crisis. Today,
it's conventional wisdom that even a
modest middle‐class existence requires a
four‐year college degree. The perceived
necessity of a college education has en‐
abled institutions to charge increasingly
exorbitant tuition. Student debt levels
have risen in tandem. 

At the same time, those who drop out of
college without a degree, or never attend
to begin with, are often condemned to

low‐paying jobs with few reliable paths to
more gainful employment. This situation
describes an enormous segment of the
American workforce. By one estimate,
more than 44% of the nation's workers
have low‐wage jobs. Of those, just under
half have a high school diploma or less.

Yet companies across the economy are
in dire need of skilled workers. The man‐
ufacturing sector's skilled labor shortage
is on track to reach more than 2.1 million
workers by the end of the decade, accord‐
ing to one recent study. Across the econo‐
my, some 4 million skilled positions sit
unfilled right now.

In short, America's current approach to
higher education is failing everyone from
debt‐ridden college graduates to low‐
wage non‐college graduates – and even
understaffed businesses. 

Massachusetts’s voc‑tech model may
offer viable solution

Unlike in traditional high schools, stu‐
dents in the Bay State's 41 voc‐tech
schools spend half their time on academic
work and half learning a technical trade
such as automotive technology, carpen‐
try, electronics, advanced manufacturing,
or the culinary arts.

Far from detracting from academic per‐
formance, the hands‐on component of
voc‐tech curricula actually complements
and deepens student understanding of
the liberal arts. In fact, students at voc‐
tech schools perform roughly on par with

their peers from traditional high schools
on state tests ‐‐ even though they’re
spending half as much time on academic
instruction.

The dropout rate for students in the
state’s voc‐tech schools is one‐third that
for students in traditional high schools.

What this suggests is that students who
graduate from voc‐tech schools are just
as prepared as their peers in purely aca‐
demic schools to pursue a college degree.
But voc‐tech students also leave school
with the technical know‐how to begin a
fulfilling, well‐paying career in one of the
many industries where skilled labor is in
desperately short supply.

The result is an education model that
serves the needs of students while also
spurring growth and creating opportuni‐
ty throughout the economy ‐‐ something
the status quo education system has
failed to do. 

There's no reason the voc‐tech model
must remain exclusive to the Bay State.
By following Massachusetts's example,
states across the country have a chance to
trade in a broken, expensive approach to
education for one that actually works.

Editor’s note: David J. Ferreira is a ca‑
reer vocational technical teacher, coordi‑
nator, principal, and superintendent and
served as executive director of the Massa‑
chusetts Association of Vocational Admin‑
istrators. Chris Sinacola is a former news‑
paper editor and the author of five books. 

OP-ED

Time to trade in America's
broken education system
for one that works 
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Shoe Repair Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern Califor-
nia. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some
supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the

school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great 
combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices! 

Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 
Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:

info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

Call to place your 
ad today!  

408-494-7000

Employment

JewelryClocks

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On-De-
mand On All Your Favorite Screens.
CHOICE Package, $64.99/mo plus tax-
es for 12months. Premium Channels at
No Charge for One Year! Anytime, any-
where. Some restrictions apply. W/ 24-
mo. agmt TV price higher in 2nd year.
Regional Sports Fee up to $8.49/mo. is
extra & applies. Call IVS 1-408-688-
5490

The bathroom of your dreams for as lit-
tle as $149/month! BCI Bath & Shower.
Many options available. Quality materi-
als & professional installation. Senior &
Military Discounts Available. Limited
Time Offer - FREE virtual in-home con-
sultation now and SAVE 15%! Call To-
day! 1-844-988-1663

Become a Published Author. We want
to Read Your Book! Dorrance Publish-
ing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript submissions current-
ly being reviewed. Comprehensive
Services: Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution. Call for
Your Free Author`s Guide 1-866-603-
1640 or visit http://dorranceinfo.com/
evergreen

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus bat-
tery storage system. SAVE money, re-
duce your reliance on the grid, prepare
for power outages and power your
home. Full installation services avail-
able. $0 Down Financing Option. Re-
quest a FREE, no obligation, quote to-
day. Call 1-877-920-0653

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call
855-977-5344

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED
Life Insurance! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay fu-
neral and other final expenses.Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company-
877-864-3769 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/almaden

The COVID crisis has cost us all some-
thing. Many have lost jobs and financial
security. Have $10K In Debt? Credit
Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans. Call
NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF! We can help!
Get a FREE debt relief quote: Call 1-
650-383-1785

Employment

Publishing

TimesClassifieds

Cost Estimator
Prepare cost estimates for construction projects. 

Master's in civil engineering. 

JKL Construction Services, Inc. 
751 S. Bascom Ave, San Jose, CA 95128

Lead Database Administrator
Sify Technologies North America Corporation seeks Lead Database Ad‐
ministrator in Santa Clara, CA and Philadelphia, PA. Partner with archi‐
tects of different engineering/application teams to engineer complex
technical product in order to provide business solutions to various
business divisions as a part of DBA Engineering project activities. Im‐
plement and administer Oracle streams for live reporting server, data‐
base consolidation, zero downtime migration. Travel lo unanticipated
client sites within the US. May need to relocate. Work from home is an
option.   Send resume to: katta.reddy@sifycorp.com

Notices
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