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‘Playing’ with art and science 

By Elaine Bean 
Albert Einstein famously pro-
claimed, “The greatest scientists 
are artists as well.” And Joe 
Weiner of Ocean Pines embod-
ies that statement. Aerospace 
engineer, physicist, filmmaker, 
actor, writer, teacher, volunteer, 
and gardener, Weiner — whose 
day job is at NASA Wallops 
Flight Facility — does them all. 
And has a lot of fun while he’s at 
it.  

“We’re taught at a very young age 
that ‘play’ makes everything better,” 
Weiner said. “Eventually, we lose that 
narrative in favor of hard work all the 
time. Art empowers the ‘play’ aspects 
of life for everyone of all ages. It’s so 
easy for us to get lost in our jobs, 
chores, and responsibilities. But art is 
a way to heal from our stressful days.” 

Born in Brooklyn, New York, “an 
island off the coast of America,” 
Weiner jokes, he studied anthropology 
and photography at Brooklyn College, 
received a bachelor’s degree in physics 
from City College of New York, and 
earned a master’s degree in aerospace 
engineering from Syracuse University. 

He was inspired to study physics 
after finding a treasure on the side-
walk in Bedford-Stuyvesant, a back-
pack filled with books. “I didn’t want 
to be selfish, so I took only two books, 
and one of them was The Unbearable 
Lightness of Being by Milan Kundera. 
It inspired me to find out what I 
needed to do in my life, so I went to 
community college for physics. That’s 

where I met my first mentor in the sci-
ences, who’s a more famous poet than 
a physicist.” 

Weiner originally moved to Chin-
coteague when he came to the Shore 
from New York City. “That was such a 
culture shock to me,” Weiner said. 
“When I first moved to Chincoteague, 
I was very active in their arts commu-
nity. They had a monthly story swap 
that I loved attending and telling sto-
ries. And then I got to act in their an-
nual murder mystery play the 
community theater group puts to-
gether every year. These opportunities 
didn’t exist for me in New York City.” 

“The Eastern Shore is so interest-
ing in that it has more opportunity for 
learning and creativity than anywhere 
else,” he continued. “Cities may have a 
lot of opportunity to view art, but they 
don’t always have accessible opportu-
nities to participate the way the Shore 
does. I’ve acted and directed for the 
first time in my life on the Shore. I’ve 
introduced my coworkers to the Art 
League of Ocean City, and a few have 
even started exhibiting their artwork 
in the gallery spaces. I’m so inspired 
by all the nature and incredible people 
out here.” 

Weiner recently bought a home in 
Ocean Pines and is settling in. “The 
easiest ways to meet your neighbors in 
the Pines is to 1) go for a walk and ask 
anyone hanging outside their house 
about the plants in the garden, and 2) 
start raking your lawn. Because you 
are guaranteed to get at least one 
neighbor to come out and offer you 
their leaf blower to help you out,” 
Weiner shared. 

While working full time monitor-
ing launches at Wallops, Weiner is also 
dedicated to his art and quickly be-
came involved in the local arts scene.  

“I’ve been coming to the Art 
League of Ocean City for two years 
now. And what I’ve found is an ex-
tremely accessible art community 
here. Every artist has been so ap-
proachable and inviting to talk to you 
about their process and their tools. 
Coming from New York City, this was 
such an alien idea to me. Extremely 
talented and established artists just 
giving you all of their trade secrets 
over a free cup of wine? Never. But 
that’s the reality here,” Weiner said. 

Weiner’s short film, Besties, won 

first place last year in the Ocean City 
Film Challenge and debuted at the 
ArtX event at Northside Park in Au-
gust 2021. The film was included in 
the 2022 Ocean City Film Festival and 
screened at the Fox Gold Coast The-
ater. For his first film, Weiner talked 
his friends over at NASA into being his 
actors. 

“Neither of them had ever acted be-
fore and I had never directed before,” 
Weiner said. “We barely had a script 
when we sat down and filmed every-
thing together. The theme of that 
movie was just the desire to be cre-
ative. Because that was true for me. I 
was blown away when we took first 
place.” 

Weiner has a new entry into the 
2022 Ocean City Film Challenge, an 
annual contest for filmmakers to cre-
ate an original short film about Ocean 
City no longer than ten minutes and 
made entirely in July 2022. “This 
year’s theme is commitment and fam-
ily planning. I play all of the roles. And 
it follows this guy as he watches TV 
and thinks about his future with his 
girlfriend and what it means to be a 
husband and maybe even a father 
someday. You can see how this idea 
turns out at ArtX this year, August 20-
21, and you can also see last year’s 
award-winning film being screened 
there, too.” 

The artist/scientist blends his time 
living artistically at the ocean with the 
adventure of looking into the endless 

ocean of outer space. 
“An amazing aspect about space is 

that there is no better visual interpre-
tation of infinity than space, this end-
less ocean without borders that 

humans have only been able to physi-
cally touch for a blip of our species’ ex-
istence,” Weiner stated. “It all started 
with Leonardo da Vinci, an artist. His 
designs of the flying machine were 
Western philosophy’s first attempts at 
understanding the physics of flight. 
And this comes back to the idea of 
‘play,’ because you need creativity and 
imagination to figure out how to ask 
the questions that have never been 
asked before. It’s the scientists (and 
artists) who always have more ques-
tions that remain the Peter Pans of the 
world: forever young at heart and al-
ways playing. Taking one slice out of 
infinity.”

art matters

The easiest ways to meet your 
neighbors in the Pines is to 1) go 

for a walk and ask anyone hanging 
outside their house about the 

plants in the garden, and 2) start 
raking your lawn. Because you are 

guaranteed to get at least one 
neighbor to come out and offer you 

their leaf blower to help you out. 



Commentary by Joe Reynolds  
OceanPinesForum.com 

 
The Ocean Pines 

Association Board of 
Directors election for 
2022 is complete.  
Steve Jacobs, Stuart 
Lakernick, and Mon-
ica Rakowski are 
elected to fill the 
three open seats.   

 Voting totals were as follows:  
    
-Paula Gray:  1027  
-Amy Peck:  1451 
-Stuart Lakernick:  1802  (#2 Win-

ner) 
-Monica Rakowsk:  1603  (#3 Win-

ner) 
-Josette Wheatley:  1303  
-Steve Jacobs:  1867  (#1 Winner) 
 
Some stats — actually not good 

stats. 
7725 ballots were mailed to eligible 

association members. 
700 or so members were not eligi-

ble to vote 
Only 2809 association members 

voted. About 36% of mailed ballots. 
Of the 2809 voters, only 804 bal-

lots were cast via internet voting. 
This was again a very poor re-

sponse for a Board of Directors elec-
tion. Internet voting was supposed 
to increase turnout. I like paper. 

Election Committee chair Carol 
Ludwig refused to announce the 
election results at the conclusion of 
the counting process in the club-
house, in violation of OPA board 
resolution M-06. 

M-06 states: 
“Two original copies of the final 

vote count shall be prepared and 
certified (signed and dated) by the 
Chairperson. The final vote count 
will be attested to by the Elections 
Committee members present. Upon 
attestation of the final vote count, 
the results will be announced, 
emailed to the Board of Directors, 
emailed to all candidates, and 
posted on the Ocean Pines Associa-
tion website.” 

As has been fairly common in 
past elections, the  OceanPinesFo-
rum.com poll reflected the results of 
the actual election. This time even 
down to the order of the winners. 

 
Poll Results: 
       

Paula Gray - 10% (96 )   
 
Amy Peck - 11% (111)   
 
Stuart Lakernick - 23% (228)  
 
Monica Rakowski - 22% (221) 

  
Josette Wheatley - 7% (68)   
 
Steve Jacobs - 27% (264)   

 
Good luck to the newly elected 

board members. Many thanks to 
members of the Election Committee 
for their hard work. 
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Commentary

According to the American Cancer Society, the average age a 

man is diagnosed with prostate cancer is about 66. In fact, six 

out of every 10 prostate cancer diagnoses are in men who are 

65 and older. Though prostate cancer is the second leading 

cause of cancer death among American men, most men diag-

nosed with the disease do not die from it. Screening could play 

a role in that, and the ACS recommends that men thinking 

about getting tested for prostate cancer learn as much as they 

can about screening so they can make the most informed decisions 

possible. Speaking with a personal physician about screening is recommended, 

as the effects of screening continue to be studied by researchers.  

Did You  

Know...

On August 17, 1969, one of the all-time grooviest events in 
music history–the Woodstock Music & Art Fair–drew to a close 
after three days of peace, love and rock ‘n’ roll in up-
state New York. 

Conceived as “Three Days of Peace and Music,” Woodstock was 
a product of a partnership between John Roberts, Joel Rosen-
man, Artie Kornfield and Michael Lang. Their idea was to make 
enough money from the event to build a recording studio near 
the arty New York town of Woodstock. When they couldn’t find 
an appropriate venue in the town itself, the promoters de-
cided to hold the festival on a 600-acre dairy farm in Bethel, 
New York—some 50 miles from Woodstock—owned by Max Yasgur.

Courier 
Almanac

Jacobs, Lakernick, Rakowski  
win seats on OPA Board

Email scam targeting  
Ocean Pines community

Several people in Ocean Pines have 
recently reported receiving scam 
emails.   

In many of the emails, the sender 
asks the recipient for help buying gift 
cards to donate to a local charity. Some 
of the emails appear to come from 
Ocean Pines staff or Board members.   

Police Chief Leo Ehrisman said it’s 
important to stay vigilant. Look at the 
sender’s email address. If the address 
is unfamiliar, call the person to verify 
they sent the email.   

If the email is fraudulent, report it 
to local authorities.   

“Anyone on the internet can create 
a fake email and claim to be somebody 
else,” Ehrisman said. “Never send 
money or gift cards without first 
speaking to an actual person and veri-
fying their identity. And if something 

seems strange, report it.”  
For the last two years, Worcester 

County’s Vulnerable Adult Task Force 
has promoted a “No-Scam November” 
initiative based on continued efforts to 
educate and raise awareness about 
common fraud schemes.  

The campaign has targeted similar 
scams.   

According to a release, “In Worces-
ter County, the most common types of 
fraud currently experienced are gift 
card scams. Scammers have been tar-
geting victims either by phone or by 
email, often claiming that there is an 
emergency situation the victim must 
buy gift cards to resolve. The scammer 
typically then requests the code on the 
back of the gift card so they can use it 

please see scam  on page 6
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Not for the gold of Midas would I 
relive the teenage years.  Awkward ex-
periences.  Growth spurts.  Uncontrol-
lable moodiness.  Raging hormones.  
Scattered thoughts.  Romantic awak-
enings.   Puberty.  It’s a wonder the 
human species endures.   Entering 
teen-hood is akin to learning to drive 
by speeding down a desolate road on a 
moonless night without a roadmap, 
headlights or compass.  Life is both fa-

miliar and unfamiliar.  Why is it the 
blonde hair girl sitting at the next desk 
in Sr. Mary Elizabeth’s math class 
looks the same yet I feel differently 
when I look at her?  She’s sat in the 
desk next to mine since first grade so 
why do I keep looking at her?  Is she 
looking back at me?  Is she? 

It was a time when polyester suits 
and platform shoes moved to the 
rhythm of disco; when Farrah was the 
pin-up girl; and, Starsky and Hutch 
were cool.  That’s when I stumbled 
pocket-protector first into my teenage 
years as a nerd in appearance, esteem 
and outlook.  I had a honking nose 
that hadn’t yet complemented my face, 
a bushy unibrow, zits and acne and an 
overbite.  I was worthy of a Jerry Lewis 

telethon.  No wonder the girls stayed 
away from me.   

As if puberty didn’t come with 
enough challenges, there was an ulti-
mate scourge for teenagers with 
crooked and uneven teeth — the or-
thodontist.  That’s right.  Braces.   

It happened to other kids in eighth 
grade before it happened to me.  My 
friend Marc got them.  So did Karen 
and Marianne.  Frank (not Other 

Frank) too.  Then it was my 
turn to take a trip to Feaster-
ville to visit Dr. Seiders’ office.   
The first visit wasn’t bad, just 

some conversation.  Things got 
more real during the second 
visit when molds were taken by 
biting down on plates filled 

with goop which had to stay in place 
until the goop set.  Yuck! 

During the next visit hardware in-
stallation commenced.  This was an 
era before invisible braces.  These 
were the days before behind-the-teeth 
or colored braces.  These were still 
early times when each tooth was fitted 
with a sleeve that encircled each tooth.  
Wires were installed which, during the 
course of treatment, were tightened to 
close the gaps.  Looking back, my 
opinion at that time is unchanged.  
The process was barbaric. 

Getting used to what felt like 20 
pounds of sharp and abrasive mouth 
gear took time.  I was given wax to 
apply at the back of my mouth so the 
wire ends would not lacerate my inner 

cheek.  The wax offered little protec-
tion.  Brushing my teeth became more 
of a chore because each brace-covered 
tooth had to be brushed carefully to 
ensure food particles did not embed in 
the hardware.   

The barbaric treatment intensified 
with the dreaded night head gear, a 
Medieval looking apparatus with 
stainless steel prongs that slid into 
sleeves attached to the top molars on 
either side of my mouth.  A rubber 
band stretched across my front teeth 
which was expected to apply more 
pressure to close the gaps.  All this was 
held in place by a wide, adjustable 
elastic band that enveloped my head.  
I could only sleep on my back, learn-
ing soon enough that rolling on my 
side would release the head gear, eject-
ing the prongs into my jowls.   

Each morning, with considerable 
difficulty, I stretched tiny rubber 
bands from a back molar brace fitting 
to an eye tooth fitting.  I carried a bag 
of these bands with me so a broken 
one could be replaced during the day.  
These bands were also suitable for 
makeshift slingshots fashioned with 
two pencils that could hurl paper foot-
balls a respectable distance during 
third period Algebra. 

Like so many kids before and since, 
I endured this treatment for several 
years, not able to eat corn on the cob 
or an apple from its core.  Not once did 
I lock braces with a girl.    

Liberty came on a bright afternoon 
in spring when the hardware was per-
manently removed.  The gaps and 
overbite were gone.  Bring on the corn!  
Bring on the apples!  Bring on the 
girls!  Bring on the retainer!  Wait.  
What?  Retainer?  So, I wasn’t really, 
completely, totally, one hundred per-
cent free.  I had to wear a retainer for 
a couple more years to ensure my 
teeth stayed in place.  The fear of God 
and worse – the fear of Mom – was put 
into me not to lose the retainer.  

Time blurs unpleasant memories, 
but I do have tattered recollections of 
a missing retainer or two or three.  I 
also remember biting into my first ear 
of corn.  And it was sweet.  So, I had 
another.   

The braces may have been gone but 
more time was needed for the acne to 
fade, for my face to catch up with my 
nose and for the unibrow to be 
plucked.  As for the girls, well that took 
a little more time still. 

No, I wouldn’t want to relive my 
teenage years.   

It’s All About. . .  
No, no, not again 

 By Chip Bertino 
chipbertino@delmarvacourier.com

The author’s eighth grade  
picture - braces, nose, unibrow 

and acne.  A complete package. 
 

He’s also wearing a vest hand-
made by his grandmother.

Quick serve / E@ In / Take-o / Delivery pia sp

Call 410-973-POPS (7677)

PIZZA    
CHEESESTEAKS    
SALADS   
SOUPS   
& MORE! 

15 Gay St Berlin, MD 21811

Daily Specials Posted on Facebook @popskitchenberlin
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Commentary by Joe Reynolds  
OceanPinesForum.com 

As most association members 
should know by now, OPA corporate 
Treasurer Larry Perrone resigned 
from that corporate office. 

Perrone resigned, per his public 
statement, after what he perceived as 
improper interference from OPA Pres-
ident Colette Horn in his attempt to 
answer a financial question from an 
association member. I was the associ-
ation member who asked Perrone 
some questions related to OPA fi-
nances. Surely, any association 
member should feel comfortable ask-

ing the corporate Treasurer financial 
questions. 

Leaving aside any dispute between 
Perrone and Horn, some association 
members have made accusations 
about me and about Perrone that are, 
as is all too typical in Ocean Pines, 
made with no knowledge of what ac-
tually transpired. For example, an as-
sociation member wrote, “I am very 
disappointed in your response to Larry 
Perrone’s resignation from the office 
of Treasurer. You accepted at face 
value that Mr. Perrone was not given 
the information he requested. I found 
it interesting that he as Treasurer did 

not already know the answer to your 
question. If you had not accepted the 
reason for Mr. Perrone’s resignation 
but investigated further, you would 
have found that Mr. Perrone is pro-
vided that information on a monthly 
basis.” 

She then adds, “Since Mr. Perrone 
was not living up to his fiduciary re-
sponsibilities it is appropriate that he 
resigned. I am however very dis-
appointed in what appears to be a 
spreading of misinformation. It is my 
opinion that you owe the Board, staff, 
and homeowners a retraction of your 
misguided comments regarding Mr. 
Perrone’s resignation. He also owes an 
apology and admission that he had the 
information all along. Please don’t sow 
seeds of discontent. It is unbecoming 
of you.” 

Absolutely amazing comments 
from someone who has no idea what 
information I sought to obtain from 
Perrone. 

Allow me to try and add some light 
in an attempt to limit the outrage level, 
and return to a discussion of the actual 
relevant issue. 

On October 1, 2022, a change in 
the Maryland HOA Act, passed by the 
Maryland legislature, will take effect. 

You can look it up online. However, 
the website for OPA’s attorneys states: 

“Each community association will 
also be required to budget for re-
serves in accordance with the annual 
reserve funding amounts rec-
ommended in their current reserve 
study. The board of directors has the 
power to increase assessments to 
cover the reserve study funding rec-
ommendations regardless of any pro-
vision of the governing documents 
restricting or capping assessment in-
creases in a fiscal year.” 

The fundamental question is 
whether or not current OPA reserve 
funding levels will comply with the 
new law. The answer cannot be found 
in OPA’s monthly financial reports, as 
has been incorrectly represented, or in 
the bylaws or other governing doc-
uments. 

A November 18, 2021 Dispatch ar-
ticle by Bethany Hooper provides 
some perspective. The article covers a 
meeting of the OPA Budget & Finance 
Committee with Doug Greene of De-
sign Management Associates (DMA). 
DMA has been doing OPA’s reserve 
studies since 2015. 

scam 
from page 4 
 
online. The scammer may claim to be 
the IRS, or claim that a family member 
of the victim has been arrested and 
needs bail money. In another common 
scam, the victim is told that they have 
won a contest or prize money, but in 
order to collect their winnings, they 
must buy gift cards totaling a small 
portion of the total prize they will 

eventually be sent by the scammer.”  
To combat these card scams, law 

enforcement is conducting community 
outreach efforts and providing local 
businesses with free signage, provided 
by the Office of the State’s Attorney, 
that can be attached to any gift-card 
display case.  

Anyone who receives a suspicious 
email is asked to report the matter to 
Ocean Pines Police at 410-641-7747 or 
lehrisman@oceanpines.org. please see commentrary  on page 13

Perrone resignation fallout
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Wor-Wic earns military 
spouse friendly designation

For the fifth year in a row, Wor-Wic 
Community College was named a Mil-
itary Spouse Friendly School by VIQ-
TORY, a veteran-owned company 
whose mission is to assist military per-
sonnel transitioning to a civilian life. 
Earlier this year, Wor-Wic also re-
ceived gold-level recognition as an 
overall Military Friendly School. 

 “Wor-Wic understands and appre-
ciates the unique role which military 
spouses contribute when serving our 
nation. Military spouses face many of 
the same challenges as their active-
duty service member. So it’s important 
to provide the family members with 
the same level of academic support 

services while they attend Wor-Wic,” 
said Fred Howard, director of veterans 
services at Wor-Wic. 

 An average of 300 students from 
veterans, active-duty members, Na-
tional Guard, reservists and their eli-
gible family members – including 
spouses – are enrolled at Wor-Wic 
every year. The college has been 
named a Military Friendly School for 
the past 11 years. 

Institutions earning the 2022-2023 
Military Spouse Friendly School des-
ignation were evaluated using public 
data sources and responses from a 

please see military on page 14

Kiwanian of the Month  
Recognition well deserved for longtime member, Pat Winkelmayer, pictured with Kiwanis 
Club of Greater Ocean Pines-Ocean City President Tim Lund, as she received her Ap-
preciation Award for Kiwanian of the Month of July 2022.   

Home tour  
sponsors sought 

For the past 17 years, the Sand Cas-
tle Home Tour has helped sustain the 
nonprofit Art League of Ocean City 
and helped build and keep free the 
Ocean City Center for the Arts on 
94th St.  The Art League and Arts 
Center have contributed significantly 
to the culture of the resort. To continue 
the 18th annual tour in 2022, the Art 
League is seeking private and corpo-
rate sponsors from the community. 

The tour takes place September 29 
and 30 this year and will feature ten of 
the greater Ocean City area’s most cap-
tivating residences. Five or more of the 
homes will offer in-person tours, with 
all of the homes available virtually 
throughout October.  Tour goers will 
enjoy the opportunity to hear the vi-
sion and inspiration behind the homes 
directly from the homeowners, 
builders, architects, and designers. 

 “Our sponsors allow us to keep the 
tour going and be successful, year after 
year,” Rina Thaler, executive director 
of the Art League, said. “We thank our 
past sponsors and encourage new ones 
to support the tour and the arts in 
Ocean City.” 

 Sponsorship levels are available 
beginning at $250 and can offer bene-
fits such as ads in the printed tour 
guidebook, custom-produced videos, 
complimentary tour tickets, per-
manent recognition on the Wall of 
Honor at the Arts Center, and much 
more. 

please see sponsors on page 14
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Answers for August 10

Captain Ron’s

By Ron Fisher

Fish Tales

It’s that time of year to  
think fall flounder fishing

Fall is rapidly approaching and floun-
der will begin to seek the deeper water 
before starting their migration. Hopefully 
this column will help you catch some nice 
keepers.   

Fishing report:  Flounder fishing 
has been hit or miss because of cloudy 
water particularly on the outgoing tide. 
When you can find clear water, some nice 
fish are being caught in the Thorofare and 
the East and West channels on live 
bunker, spot and Gulp. Bluefish are hot 
in the inlet and king fish, spot and croaker 
in the surf on bloodworms. There was 
also a nice cobia caught in the surf. Off-
shore, on the party boats, they have been 
having some great fishing for sea bass, 
flounder, tilefish and mahi. I also want to 
mention the Ocean Pines Chamber of 
Commerce ran an excellent flounder 
tournament again this year with over 260 
registered for the tournament. I didn’t 
win but will fish again next year as it’s a 
fun tournament! 

Water clarity:  If at all possible, find 
clean water as flounder are ambush fish 
and need to see the bait.  Move around 
and you can usually find some clear water 
depending on the tide and weather con-
ditions.  

Location:  In the fall I prefer the 
deeper water of the East Channel, West 
Channel, Thorofare and finally the inlet.  
However, I don’t overlook the shallows if 
the weather has been warm and will at 
least try Harbor Island, Bird Island or be-
hind the airport...  

Bait:  From mid-August on I prefer 
live spot in the 3”-4” size, live finger mul-
let, but also don’t overlook frozen shiners 
if you don’t want the hassle of caring for 
live bait and Berkley Gulp 4” Swimming 
Mullet in white, pink and chartreuse.  I 
usually catch spot with hook and line and 
use a cast net for finger mullet.  To catch 
spot on hook and line I prefer using an 
ultra light spinning rod with 4lb. test line 
to which I attach a Sabiki rig Model # 
MSB-3G-8 IRIDESCENT/GREEN GLO 
size #8. I prefer the three-hook model as 
you have fewer tangles.  To each hook I 
attach either a piece of cut night crawler, 
bloodworm, or bloodworm fishbite and a 

small split shot just enough to get you to 
the bottom and wait for the bite.  Jig it oc-
casionally and you should be able to pick 
up 10 spot in less than an hour but again 
this depends on water clarity and if we 
have had recent heavy rain that could 
change the salinity of the water in the 
canals and impact the bite.   If you live in 
the Pines a good location for spot and fin-
ger mullet are Pintail Park along the bulk-
head.    Both are easy to keep alive.  Spot 
or mullet I’ll catch the night before and 
keep them alive in a bait bucket secured 
to the dock, live bait well on a boat or a 
Styrofoam bucket with a bubbler 
overnight.   Other good bait is strip bait.  
If you happen to catch one a fillet strip cut 
off a sea robin or lizard fish is prime food 
for flounder.   

Presentation:   When fishing live 
bait, I prefer to use a long leader of 30lb. 
test mono material approximately 48 
inches in length.  This is a double rig that 
I make with a straight shank #2 hook on 
top, sinker clip down 22 inches and a kale 
#1 hook at the bottom. You can also use a 
circle hook which I have had good luck 
with. I will hook the live spot or mullet on 
the bottom hook through the upper lip 
and out the hard cartilage in the nasal 
area.  They live longer and I feel are more 
effective hooked in this fashion.  On the 
top hook a Gulp dressed with a strip of 
squid with a split tail which gives the 
squid strip more action.  For weight use 
either a two or three oz sinker depending 
on how fast the tide is moving. 

The pink Gulp is usually best in the 
spring when the grass shrimp are very ac-
tive, white anytime and the chartreuse is 
usually best in the fall or when there is 
slightly cloudy water.  

Now let’s go fall flounder fishing and 
good luck. 

Question of the week:   What are 
anadromous fish? 

Answer:  They are fish who live in 
saltwater but go to freshwater to spawn.  
Maryland fish that are anadromous are 
striped bass, shad and herring. 

Remember to take a kid fishing, 
Capt. Ron 
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Marlene Ott
Associate Broker, CRS

www.MarleneOtt.com

C: 410-430-5743  O: 410-208-3500

Marlene@MarleneOtt.com

11001 Manklin Meadows Lane 

Ocean Pines, MD  21811

Coastal contemporary directly on the St. Martins River. 3 bedroom-2 Primary ones, 1 
down and 1 up- and 3 full baths. New 30 x 10 Sunroom with great views of the river and 
new Primary bedroom and Bath on 2nd level. Separate office room off the laundry 
room. 1 car detached garage. 30 x 6 dock recently resurfaced. Large Living room with 
vaulted beamed ceiling. Spacious kitchen with bar seating plus desk and pantry cabi-
nets built in. Primary bedroom has 15 x 9 walk-in closet with 2 doors, bathroom with 
double sinks and slider to wonderful balcony so you can enjoy the sunsets or your 
morning coffee. 3 sided fenced rear yard with 8 x 10 shed. Septic upgraded 1 1/2 years 
ago. Metal roof on original part of home replaced 12 years ago and new addition done 
6 years ago. Vinyl siding. Multi-zoned HVAC with H/P in 1st level and newer Mini-split 
for upper level Primary suite. The well is 165' deep, installed in 2006. The septic was 

retro-fitted with the reduced nitrogen system about 9-10 
years ago. Drain field replaced in 2020.  Public boat ramp 
just a few miles away. A must see if you always dreamed 
of enjoying this view.  MLS#MDWO2008188

A Must See!
12295 Dixie Drive    Bishopville 

$825,000 
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Southgate - Ocean Pines 
(Manklin Creek & Ocean Pkwy)

Serving Breakfast and Lunch

Free  

Wireless  

Internet

  410-208-0707

Boar’s Head Meats 

Open 6 a.m. - 2 p.m.  
Wednesday - Sunday 

Pastries and Cookie Trays

$130 OFF whole house water  
conditioner through 9/15/22

Garden club to donate books 
Members of the Worcester County 

Garden Club will present a copy of the 
National Garden Clubs, Inc. book, 
Network with Nature, to each branch 
of the Worcester County Library and 
will read the book to local children 
during Story Time at the Berlin, Ocean 
City, and Ocean Pines branches on 
Tuesday, August 23, at 10:30 a.m. and 
at the Pocomoke and Snow Hill 
branches on Thursday, August 25, at 
10:30 a.m. In keeping with the “Plant 
America – Play Outdoors” national 
theme, the book tells the story of a 
child whose eyes are opened to the 
wonders of the great outdoors when 
electronic devices are put aside while 

visiting grandparents.  Written by 
Brenda Moore and beautifully illus-
trated by Emily Lackey Anderson, the 
book’s suggested age level is Kinder-
garten through Grade five. The books 
are being presented in honor of hon-
orary lifetime member Sue Hommel 
for her many years of dedicated service 
to the Worcester County Garden Club.  

In addition to reading the book, 
club members will engage the children 
in a butterfly art activity. Butterflies 
are great contributors to our gardens 
and environment, providing pollina-
tion at a time when bees and insects 
are in a major decline.

NOTICE 
Church Summer Yard Sale Postponed 

 
The Church of the Holy Spirit in Ocean CIty, due to circumstances beyond 
their control, is postponing their annual yard sale, originally scheduled for 
Aug. 20. No future date has yet been scheduled, but will be announced as 
soon as one has been determined.
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Some things to  
think about

Gathered from the internet by Jack Barnes

His nurse, his wife, his daughter and two sons, are with him. He asks for two 
witnesses to be present and a camcorder be in place to record his last 
wishes. When all is ready, he begins to speak. 

 
“My son, Sam, I want you to take the Ocean Reef houses.” 
 
“My daughter Sybil, you take the apartments between mile markers 100 and 

Tavernier.” 
 
 “My son, Jamie, I want you to take the offices over in the Marathon Gov-

ernment Center. 
 
 “Sarah, my dear wife, please take all the residential buildings on the bay side 

on Blackwater Sound. 
 
 The nurse and witnesses are blown away as they did not realize his extensive 

holdings, and as Doug slips away, the nurse says: 
 
“Mrs. Boone, your husband must have been such a hard-working man to 

have accumulated all this property. 
 
 The wife replies, “He has a paper route.”  

Last Will and Testament    
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commentary 
from page 6 

 
During the meeting, as covered by 

Hooper, Green recommended increas-
ing reserve contributions by 3.8% a year 
- the then inflation rate. 

In 2021 Greene said replacing each 
of the association’s components would 
cost $20 million. At that time he said 
OPA held $3.9 million in its reserve ac-
counts. 

From the Hooper article — “You 
have just under a $4 million reserve ac-
count, so the deficit is $17 million,” he 
said. “That sounds pretty extreme, but 
when you do a cash flow study it doesn’t 
mean you have to come up with all 
kinds of money … We don’t ever recom-
mend that you be 100% funded. You’d 
actually be putting too much money in 
that account, letting it sit there. This 
makes more efficient use of your 
money.” 

Finance Director Steve Phillips 
added OPA was then looking to have a 
reserve fund of 22% to 28%. Say 25%. 

The most recent audited financial 
report contains some required supple-
mentary information on the cost of fu-
ture repairs and replacements, based on 
the DMA reserve study. The audited re-

port contains a disclaimer on the num-
bers provided: “We do not express an 
opinion or provide any assurance on the 
information because the limited proce-
dures do not provide us with sufficient 
evidence to express an opinion or pro-
vide any assurance.” 

The audited financial report says the 
“Estimated Future Replacement Cost 
for all of OPA’s “components” is $93 
million. 

Of that about $23 million is for bulk-
head replacement on private lots. 
Deduct that from OPA’s responsibility 
and the future replacement costs drop 
to about $70 million. 

This number includes the cost of re-
placing the commonly owned bulk-
heads, $16.5 million for “other 
improvements,” $16 million for roads, 
$14.5 million for buildings and pools, 
$4.5 million for “mobile outdoor equip-
ment,” and $3 million for furniture and 
technology. 

Let’s get back to the “questions.” 
Does or will OPA comply with the new 
Maryland law regarding required re-
serves? 

Quite possibly it does. However, 
under the new law, it will not be up to 
OPA to decide if 22% to 28% of the fully 
funded reserve amount meets the re-

quirements. The reserve amount under 
the new law must be the amount rec-
ommended by the qualified reserve 
study expert - DMA. 

Assuming the fully funded reserve 
amount is $20 million, as stated by 
Greene of DMA, even a 5% increase to 
30% in the reserve funding could 
amount to possibly an additional $1 
million assessment increase. 

However, another question is how 
$20 million is set as the “fully funded 
reserve amount” when the audited fi-
nancial report might lead one to believe 
the fully funded amount is closer to $70 
million. 

I do not know the answers to these 
questions, and admittedly no reserve 
expert. That is why I asked the obvious 
person who should be able to provide or 
investigate and come up with answers 
— OPA’s corporate Treasurer. 

At least one OPA Board of Directors 
candidate raised a red flag about this 
new law and any financial impact on 
OPA. Perhaps all is well. Perhaps there 
are no concerns. 

What is troubling is the over-the-top 
reaction from some individuals because 
an association member merely asked 
appropriate, important questions of 
OPA’s Treasurer regarding any impact 

of the new law on OPA finances. Not to 
mention Horn telling Perrone he should 
not be answering questions of associa-
tion members. Some individuals think 
board members should not even ask 
questions directly of staff. Former OPA 
Director Marty Clarke wrote, “The 
board not only has the right to ask ques-
tions they have the duty.” 

If the OPA Treasurer cannot ask 
staff for some financial information or 
respond to member questions about fi-
nancial issues then we have truly en-
tered the Twilight Zone. Horn 
apparently would prefer a “Berlin Wall” 
between board members and associa-
tion members. 

I called DMA, attempting to speak 
with Doug Greene. He was not in the of-
fice. A person answering the phone gave 
me the third degree about why I wanted 
to speak with him. I left it at, “If he 
wants to return my call, fine. If not, no 
problem.” 

The questions remain unanswered. 
And FINALLY — none of this has a 

thing to do with the excellent overall 
management of OPA by the board and 
the General Manager.... regardless of 
those attempting to suggest otherwise 
for purely political purposes. The ques-
tions are not political questions.

Tides for Ocean City Inlet  
 

Day        High      Tide   
              /Low      Time  

 
Th  18     High   1:10 AM      

    18      Low   7:14 AM      

    18     High   1:45 PM      

    18      Low   8:04 PM      

 

F   19     High   2:01 AM      

    19      Low   8:03 AM      

    19     High   2:42 PM      

    19      Low   9:05 PM      

 

Sa  20     High   2:59 AM      

    20      Low   8:54 AM      

    20     High   3:43 PM      

    20      Low  10:08 PM      

 

Su  21     High   4:00 AM      

    21      Low   9:47 AM      

    21     High   4:43 PM      

    21      Low  11:10 PM      

 

M   22     High   4:58 AM      

    22      Low  10:42 AM      

    22     High   5:37 PM      

 

Tu  23      Low  12:03 AM      

    23     High   5:50 AM      

    23      Low  11:36 AM      

    23     High   6:25 PM      

 

W   24      Low  12:47 AM      

    24     High   6:36 AM      

    24      Low  12:25 PM      

    24     High   7:08 PM     
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military 
from page 8 
 
proprietary survey. Methodology, cri-
teria and weightings were determined 
by VIQTORY, the publisher of Military 
Spouse magazine, with input from the 
Military Friendly Advisory Council of 
independent leaders in the higher ed-
ucation and military recruitment com-
munity. 

 Final ratings were determined by 
combining the institution’s survey 
scores with the assessment of the in-
stitution’s ability to meet thresholds 

for retention, graduation, job place-
ment, loan repayment, persistence and 
loan default rates for all students and 
specifically for student veterans. 

 “Schools that achieve this designa-
tion show true commitment and dedi-
cation in their efforts. Our standards 
assist schools by providing a bench-
mark that promotes positive educa-
tional outcomes, resources and 
support services,” said Kayla Lopez, 
national director of military partner-
ships for the Military Friendly organi-
zation. 

sponsors 
from page 8 

 
“We have a sponsorship level to meet 

your needs and budget,” Ginny Outten, Art 
League board member and co-chair of the 
2022 Home Tour Committee, said. “If you 
have any kind of business involved with 
home building, remodeling or designing, 
this is an ideal way to get your message out 
to a very targeted audience.” 

 More information is available 
at www.SandCastleHomeTour.com/2022
-sponsorship-levels/ or by contacting 
Nancy Dofflemyer at nancyd@artleague-
ofoceancity.org or by calling 410-524-
9433. 

Area waterline flushing  
schedule announced

This October the Water and Waste-
water Division of Public Works will con-
duct its semi-annual program for 
flushing waterlines in the Assateague 
Pointe, Edgewater/Nantucket Point, 
Deer Point, Landings, Mystic Harbour, 
Newark, Ocean Reef, and West Ocean 
City Service Areas between the hours of 
7:30 a.m. and 4 p.m. 

The following proposed dates for the 
flushing of the waterlines are subject to 
change.  

-Week of October 3 - Assateague 
Pointe, Deer Point, Mystic Harbour, 
Ocean Reef, West Ocean City 

-October 18 through 20 - Newark 
-October 18 – Edgewater Acres / 

Nantucket Pointe 
Routine flushing of the water system 

helps to reduce the frequency of discol-
ored water. Public Works crews open and 
close the hydrants, flushing out the built-
up iron deposits. Sometimes, this can 
lead to temporary increases in suspended 
iron, which should settle out within a few 
hours of the flushing. 

Please be aware that, even on dates 

the water lines in your section are not 
being flushed, it is still possible to experi-
ence discolored water. If area residents 
notice that their water becomes cloudy 
during these times, please allow the water 
to run for a few minutes until it becomes 
clear. For more information, please call 
the Water and Wastewater Division at 
(410) 641-5251. 

Ward Museum 
visits Kiwanis 
On August 10, the Ward 
Museum’s Executive Di-
rector Dr. Kristin Sullivan 
was the guest speaker at 
the weekly meeting of the 
Kiwanis Club of Greater 
Ocean Pines-Ocean City. 
Pictured (L-R) are Dr. 
Kristin Sullivan and Kiwa-
nis Club President Tim 
Lund after her presenta-
tion.   
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S I D I N G

To place your business card call  

410-629-5906

T I T L E  S E R V I C E SN A T U R A L  F O O D S

Support Local Businesses

9240 Peerless Rd. 
Bishopville, MD 21813

410-629-1573 
Fax: 410-629-1946

L A W N  M A I N T E N A N C E

W A T E R

REAL ESTATE PURCHASE & REFINANCE SETTLEMENTS 
INDEPENDENCE SPECIAL 25% DISCOUNT 

Active Duty & Veterans - US Armed Forces, Law Enforcement, 
EMT & Firefighters 

 
410-213-7741 / 410-213-7742 fax 

AcquestTitle@comcast.net / Acquest-Title.com

P A T I O

PAVER PATIOS
Brick Paver Patios    Retaining Walls   Fire Pits   Decks

410-390-1499
Decks, Patios & Improvements - Family Owned & Operated

Call for a FREE ESTIMATE

SUPPLEMENT SATURDAY!  15% off All Supplements 
(First Saturday of Every Month)

Natural Health Food Store

P R O P E R T Y  C L E A N  O U T

T H E R A P Y

L A N D S C A P I N G

Atlantic Landscaping & More

410-713-9159 
Call or text for free estimates 

Property Management, Lawn Care, Gutter Cleaning,  

Power Washing, Window Cleaning, Leaf Removal,  

Painting, Stone, Gravel, Mulching, Cleaning,  

Crawl Space Work, Stump Grinding,  

Shed Demolition & More

P R O P E R T Y  S E R V I C E S

Mobile, In-Home Physical, Occupational and Speech Therapy Services 
 

Lisa M. Clifford, PT, DPT, MBA, CWT 

Owner/Physical Therapist 

443-228-6040 

www.ShoreTherapySolutions.com

I N V E S T M E N T S

MANAGE  YOUR  RETIREMENT GAINS 
AMERICA’S  FIXED  ANNUITY   

* LIFETIME   INCOME * 
14%  INTEREST GROWTH FOR 10 FULL YEARS  

INSURANCE Co. FOUNDED IN 1851 
 

FOR   FREE   INFORMATION:  410-641-0378

Leaf Protection   Gutter Installation & Repairs

443-880-4813
Ocean Pines

THEGUTTERPROS.COM INFO@THEGUTTERPROS.NET

G U T T E R S

D E N T I S T R Y

Gerard Ott, D.M.D., PA 

Jeremy Masenior, D.D.S. 
Family Dentistry  

1 Pitts Street 
Berlin, Maryland 21811 

 
(410) 641-3490 

ott.masenior@gmail.com 

F I N A N C I A L  C O N S U L T I N G

434-382-8920

Bookkeeping 
Payroll 
Tax Prep 

Credit Repair 
Lien Removal 
Tax Resolution

amaconsulting@gmail.com 
amaconsultingbusiness.com

Credit Trade Lines

F I N A N C I A L  S E R V I C E S

B O A T  L I F T S

B A N K I N G

Jessica Short 
12010 Industrial Park Road Unit 11 
Bishopville, MD 21813

oceancitylifts@aol.com 

410-352-5095 
MHIC 133392

D A N C E

443-994-8561

Private Dance Studio in South Point
Jean Marie OC Dance Studio

www.jeanmariedancestudio.com

Ballet   Pointe   Jazz   Hip Hop   Lyrical   
Contemporary    Senior Moves 

Wedding & Partner Moves    Small Group 
Private Lessons
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D.A. Kozma Jewelers
Watch Battery Replacements  

l Custom Designs l  
Bridal Design & Consultation   

Repairs  l  Custom Work Welcome

Prompt, Friendly & Affordable Service

410-213-7505  410-524-GOLD 
www.kozmajewelers.com 

 
on Route 611 at Route 50 in the Food Lion Shopping Center MD #2294

Open Regular Hours Monday through Saturday   10 a.m. to 6 p.m.  Closed Sunday 

Appointments Welcome But Not Necessary

Large Selection of Fine Jewelry 
at Irresistible Prices

Welcoming and Friendly Service since 1978

LADIES 

Don’t lose another earring!  Stop by and pick 
up your FREE earring stoppers.   

Your FREE earring  
stoppers work on your studs  

and wire back earrings.

Check out our  
new & improved website!  
kozmajewelers.com

WE BUY  
Gold & Silver Coins 

Gold Jewelry   Silver Jewelry 
Silverware 

Immediate Evaluation & Payment 
Highest Prices Paid
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