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By Anne Murphy

Adam Swanson is on the trip of a lifetime, one that was 
a lifetime in the making. Upon his graduation from 
Central High School in 2021, Swanson left his home in 

Macalester-Groveland, not for college but on a two-year jour-
ney bicycling around the world. At last report from Kyrgyzstan 
in Central Asia, he had logged 12,140 miles, or close to half the 
circumference of the Earth, and in the process has learned 
more than he thought possible. 

“I’ve been cycle touring with my family since I was a 
baby,” Swanson said. That family includes parents Matt 
and Renee Swanson and younger sister Clare. Growing up, 
Swanson also organized cycling trips with friends. Then, 
during high school, he started thinking about a one-year 
trip around the world.

“I approached my friend Henry Phillips and asked him if 
he would want to join me,” Swanson recalled. “He said ‘yes’ 
without any thought.” They soon realized, however, that 
going around the world may take two years. When Swan-
son left last summer, Phillips was with him for the first few 
months, but then he returned home. Now Phillips, who 
also hails from Macalester-Groveland, is back peddling 
with Swanson in Kyrgyzstan.

“Because I’d been dreaming of it for so long, it wasn’t too 
hard for me to put off college,” Swanson said. “I don’t see 
how someone who’s only 17 is expected to choose their fu-
ture career. So part of this journey is to meet people and see 
things that’ll hopefully inspire a field of study. My parents 
call it the first year of my education.”

As they prepared for the trip, Swanson and Phillips 

By Jane McClure

The University of Saint Thomas’ proposal to 
redevelop a 13-acre railroad yard as a base-
ball and softball complex has been slow to 

win over residents of the surrounding Highland Park 
neighborhood. More than 130 people reviewed the 
preliminary plans on August 22 at Lumen Christi 
Catholic Church. While many openly opposed the 
development or expressed skepticism, a handful of 
people spoke in favor of the new ballfields.

UST has been working with Highland Bridge mas-
ter developer Ryan Companies on the ballfield plans. 
The Canadian Pacific Railway yard served the former 
Ford Motor Company assembly plant, and Ryan has 
the property under contract. Two ball fields, a prac-
tice facility and a 500-space parking ramp would oc-
cupy the 13 acres, although a formal site plan has not 
been completed, according to Maureen Michalski of 
Ryan Companies.

The city of Saint Paul’s master plan for the Ford 
site calls for 100,000 square feet of office space and 
55-units of multifamily housing to be built there. Mi-
chalski said the housing could be moved elsewhere 
on the 122-acre Highland Bridge site, although the 
office space would likely be dropped if the athletic 
complex is built. The uncertain market for new office 
space in the Twin Cities and the remote location at 
the southeastern corner of the Highland Bridge site 

By Jane McClure

The Saint Paul City Council has a lot 
to consider before its September 7 
vote on proposed amendments to 

the city’s new rent control ordinance. More 
than 140 people packed the council cham-
bers for the August 24 public hearing on 
the amendments. About 60 of them spoke. 
Dozens of written comments were also  
received.

Tenants, landlords, developers and 
union leaders have battled over the imple-
mentation of rent control since it was ap-
proved by 53 percent of voters in a citywide 
referendum last November. This spring a 
41-member task force appointed by Mayor 
Melvin Carter recommended a package of 
amendments to the ordinance that City 
Council members drew on to shape the 
proposed amendments.

The ordinance, which limits increases in 
the rent charged for housing to 3 percent 
per year, took effect in May. What is now 
before the council are several exemptions 
to the 3 percent cap and new tenant pro-
tections that would go into effect on Janu-
ary 1, 2023. 

More than a dozen developers, the Min-
nesota Multi-Housing Association and the 
Saint Paul Area Chamber of Commerce tes-
tified against the rent control ordinance. 

Chamber of Commerce president B Kyle 
said rent control is not going to solve Saint 
Paul’s affordable housing shortage. More  
housing needs to be built before rental 
prices will truly stabilize, she said. The 
Chamber advocates the repeal of the rent 
control ordinance, she added, but failing 
that, an exemption for new construction 
should be adopted. 

According to developers, the rent con-
trol ordinance has threatened the viability 
of new rental housing, prompting them 
to delay or cancel housing projects. “Rent 

control has shut down development in 
Saint Paul,” said Tony Barranco, president 
of Ryan Companies’ Minnesota operations. 
He and the Minnesota Multi-Housing As-
sociation also called for the repeal of the 
ordinance.

Ryan is the master developer of the 122-
acre Highland Bridge project in Highland 
Park. Maureen Michalski, who is head-
ing up that project for Ryan, noted that 
the development agreement for Highland 
Bridge calls for new market-rate housing 
to support the development of new afford-
able housing, both at Highland Bridge and 
elsewhere in the city. “The City Council has 
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Cyclist Swanson is halfway to 
realizing dream of circling globe
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make new offices there less attractive, she 
said.

UST and Ryan officials had hoped to see 
the city’s review and approval process for 
the athletic complex underway this fall. 
However, the decision earlier this summer 
to drop a 4,500-seat hockey arena from the 
plans has pushed that process back.

If the new ballfields are approved, they 
would be near the two ball diamonds used 
by Highland Ball. The youth baseball and 
softball programs had three diamonds for 
many years. However, when the Ford Plant 
closed and the property was sold to Ryan 
Companies for Highland Bridge, one dia-
mond was replaced by street right-of-way. 
The other two diamonds were given by 
Ryan to Highland Ball.

“We couldn’t be more excited to have 
the University of Saint Thomas here,” said 
Patrick Martin, who is active in Highland 
Ball and its support organization, Friends 
of Highland Ball.

“I think this is great,” said Scott Andre-
sen, past president of Highland Ball. The 
organization has about 1,000 boys and 
girls playing baseball and softball each 
summer, Andresen said, and Highland 
Park residents should be seeking a partner-
ship with UST.

However, many neighbors object to the 
sports complex, raising concerns about 
noise, traffic, lighting, fan behavior, and 
the impact on wildlife and the city’s prop-
erty tax base. 

UST is beginning its second year of com-
petition in NCAA Division I sports, after be-
ing kicked out of the Division III Minnesota 
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference. That 
has necessitated upgrading UST’s athletic 
facilities, according to Phil Esten, UST vice 
president and director of athletics. While 
some of UST’s facilities will work in Divi-
sion I, others need to be replaced, he said. 

UST does not have its own hockey are-
na. It has been sharing the arena at Saint 
Thomas Academy in Mendota Heights, but 
it will need a larger facility. No location for 
that new arena has been announced.

The softball and soccer programs at UST 
currently share field space at Cretin and 
Goodrich avenues. The baseball team uses 
the field at Selby and Cretin avenues.

The two new ballfields at Highland 
Bridge would allow UST’s soccer teams 
to have their own space, and the current 
baseball field could be converted for intra-
mural recreation.

“Our first priority is to stay in Saint Paul” 
with the new facilities, Esten said. 

The new baseball stadium would have 
about 1,500 seats and the softball stadium 
about 1,000.

According to Michalski, several steps are 
needed before the proposed athletic com-
plex can move forward. One is an  amend-
ment to the city’s Ford site master plan. 
Another is a change in the Highland Bridge 
acreage dedicated to park land. A third is 
to complete an alternative urban areawide 
review of the impact of the project. 

Many neighbors attending the August 
22 hearing at Lumen Christi were skepti-
cal of UST’s proposal. “Why shouldn’t the 
citizens of Saint Paul hold out for a devel-
opment that would bring in taxes?” asked 
Mike Selon.

Canadian Pacific pays about $5,500 per 
year in assessments on its rail yard, though 
it does not pay property taxes. Michal-
ski said if UST does not build the proposed 
athletic complex, the rail yard likely would 
not be redeveloped.

Highland Park resident Marcia Avner 
read from a list of objections to the sports 
complex, including the potential for noise.

Amy McDonough, chief of staff for the 
UST president, said university officials 
have a lot of experience holding events 
near residential neighborhoods and moni-
tor noise constantly.

Neighbor Carol Wolff questioned wheth-
er the proposed sports facilities would be 
open to the public, noting the fenced fields 
on the existing campus. Esten said field 
sharing at Highland Bridge would have 
to be planned around practice and game 
schedules.

Wolff said she experienced bad behavior 
by UST students when she lived near the 
campus. “We moved (to Highland) in part 
to get away from that,” she said.

McDonough assured neighbors that no 
student housing is planned as part of the 
Highland Bridge project. She called talk of 
bad student behavior “folklore” and said 
UST does much work to improve relations 
between students and campus neighbors.

1b UST SPORTS COMPLEX “This is great,” said Scott 
Andresen, past president 

of Highland Ball. The 
organization has about 1,000 
boys and girls playing baseball 

and softball each summer, 
Andresen said, and Highland 
residents should be seeking a 

partnership with UST.
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mapped out a route. “But it didn’t end up 
going as planned,” Swanson said. “Trying 
to plan out two years is not an easy task. I 
find it best now to decide as I go, especially 
if I’m dealing with country closures due to 
COVID.” 

The first leg of their trip was from Am-
sterdam to Croatia across the Netherlands, 
Germany, Belgium, France, Italy and Slo-
venia. At that point, Phillips returned to 
the U.S. Swanson spent two more weeks 
riding the Adriatic coast of Croatia before 
flying to Thailand. “I wanted to go to Cam-
bodia next, but the borders were closed 
due to COVID,” Swanson said. “After three 
months of waiting, I’d had enough, so I 
flew to India instead. 

“When I arrived in Kochi, India, my dad 
was waiting at the airport for a short visit. 
We cycled for two weeks together from 
Cochin to Mysore, India. From there, I con-
tinued on to Hampi, which is an amazing 
ancient temple city. I spent a week there 
just roaming around, exploring ruins and 
boulder fields and swimming in a river that 
I later found out is full of crocodiles. 

“I flew from Bangalore and made my 
way to Kathmandu where I started across 
Nepal. After Nepal I flew to Bishkek, Kyr-
gyzstan. My plans are to ride to Uzbekistan 
and Kazakhstan, cross the Caspian Sea and 
ride west toward the Baltics. From there, it 
could be South Korea and Japan or South 
America or Africa.” 

Swanson said the best part of his trip so 
far has been cycling through the Himala-
yas. “That was one of the hardest things 
I’ve ever done, riding and pushing my 
bike up trails to a pass at 17,769 feet above 
sea level. I spent days just in love with the 
beauty of my surroundings, running up 
goat trails to the bases of these gigantic 
mountains. What made it even better is 

that everyone told me it was impossible 
to take my fully loaded touring bike up 
that route. Being the underdog made the 
achievement that much better.” 

Swanson did find it hard to ride solo after 
Phillips went home and his father left him 
in India. “I’d never done any solo travel, 
and it was really scary,” he said. However, 
he then realized he could meet people to 
ride with and he began to enjoy cycling 
alone. 

Among his favorite moments outside of 
biking was Christmas in Thailand with 10 
other travelers. “We rented a huge villa on 
the south side of an island,” he said. “There 
was one Swedish guy, four Danish people, 

three Brits and two Americans. We became 
a little family, and I’ll never forget that.” 

Swanson said he has found it interest-
ing to be abroad with the war in Ukraine 
“going on in the background.” That was 
especially the case in Kyrgyzstan, a former 
Soviet nation. Most of the tourists there are 
Russian, he said, and most are very much 
against the war. “But the Kyrgyz nationals 
are relatively in favor of it,” he said.

The Russian government pays Kyrgyz 
men a generous salary to serve as soldiers, 
Swanson said, “so they see Putin as some-
one who’s trying to help them. They tell 
me that everything I see in the American 
media is propaganda. It’s similar to how 

during the Cold War we only saw the nega-
tive aspects of Soviet culture through our 
filtered news sources and they only saw 
the negatives of our culture through their 
news sources.

“I’m not agreeing with any part of the 
Russians trying to take Ukraine,” Swan-
son said. “I’m just pointing out a similarity 
in how these situations are portrayed 30 
years later.” 

Renee Swanson is now making plans to 
ride with Adam later this year. “As a parent, 
it’s an amazing thing to see your child set a 
long-term goal, work toward that goal and 
make it happen,” she said. “During a time 
of such uncertainty in our world, Adam 
could’ve come up with plenty of reasons 
why this journey wasn’t possible. But he’s 
found ways to navigate through the vari-
ous obstacles, systems and bureaucracy to 
make this dream of his happen.”

“I see the experiences he’s having as ones 
that are formulating who he is and has al-
ready become since he left Saint Paul,” said 
Matt Swanson. “What Adam is learning 
about people, cultures and the places he’s 
traveling through will undoubtedly make 
him of value to any postsecondary educa-
tion program as well as allow him to make 
more informed decisions for himself.” 

Phillips is glad to be back cycling with his 
friend. “It’s been a wonderful experience,” 
he said. “I’ve had so much fun and so much 
freedom, seen gorgeous places and tried 
many kinds of food. I’ve met so many won-
derful people and learned about so many 
different cultures. It’s changed my world 
view, seeing how other people live.”

“I hope this will inspire more gradu-
ates to take time off from school and learn 
about the world,” Adam Swanson said. 
“It can be scary to go to a place so far from 
home alone for the first time, but in the end 
you’ll have so much fun and come back a 
new person—the person you want to be.”

to decide whether this affordable housing 
mechanism will advance or falter,” she 
said.

However, the supporters of rent con-
trol vastly outnumbered opponents at the 
August 24 hearing. Several speakers said 
the proposed exemptions fly in the face 
of what voters and the mayor’s task force 
wanted. 

Some speakers said they will be forced to 
move if the rent control ordinance is weak-
ened. They objected to the city policy that 
since May has allowed landlords to apply 
to city staff for rent increases of up to 8 per-
cent per year if they can demonstrate the 
need.

Stephanie Ericsson-Hinton, who is 69 
and disabled, said the recent 8 percent rent 
increase on her Saint Anthony Park apart-
ment means that 75 percent of her monthly 
income is now going toward housing, forc-
ing her to use food shelves and skip medi-
cal appointments. “It’s my right to have 
stable housing,” she said. “But I can’t af-
ford to live here and I can’t afford to move.”

Another resident of Ward 4, Deborah 
Muse, said that she and her husband do-
nate plasma twice a month to pay their 
rent and cover other living expenses. She 
asked the City Council to reconsider any 
amendments that favor developers over 
renters. 

The biggest flash points in the debate 
were two amendments introduced by 
Ward 3 City Council member Chris Tol-
bert. One would exempt new housing con-
struction from the 3 percent cap on rent 
increases. The exemption would remain 
in place for 20 years after the housing was 
constructed, and it would apply to housing 
that was constructed up to 20 years ago.

Tolbert’s other amendment would ex-
empt from the 3 percent cap affordable 
housing that is supported by such pro-
grams as low-income housing tax credits 

and Section 8 vouchers.
City Council member Mitra Jalali of 

Ward 4 wants to scale back the exemption 
for new construction to 15 years and have it 
apply only to housing built after December 
31, 2022. Jalali would also limit the afford-
able housing exemption to units with rents 
that are based on a percentage of a house-
hold’s income. 

Exempting affordable housing from rent 
control would hurt the people who need 
that protection the most, several speak-
ers said. Others said more protections are 
needed.

Heidi Schallberg recently moved from 
Highland Park to Minneapolis after learn-
ing that her apartment of more than nine 
years would be demolished to make way 
for new development. She testified in sup-
port of an amendment that would require 
landlords to provide relocation assistance 
to tenants like her who are forced to move. 

Several proposed amendments address 
just-cause protections for tenants, which 
require a landlord to provide a reason when 
tenants are evicted or their lease is not re-
newed. Another amendment addresses the 
notification requirement for tenants when 
a landlord seeks to increase rents above  the 
3 percent cap.

Tolbert supports an amendment for par-
tial vacancy decontrol. That would allow 
landlords to defer for several years the 3 
percent rent increases for longtime tenants 
and then use those increases in a single 
year when the tenant moves out. Other 
council members support full vacancy de-
control, which would allow landlords to 
raise the rent by any amount whenever a 
tenant moves out.

Another amendment would allow land-
lords who make major renovations to a 
property to cover their investment with 
rent increases above 3 percent if the in-
creases occur over a period of time and not 
all at once.

1b RENT CONTROL ORDINANCE

1b BICYCLING AROUND THE WORLD

Adam Swanson kicks back with a good book while waiting for a ferry on the island of Koh Phangan in 
the Gulf of Thailand.
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By Jane McClure

Saint Paul Mayor Melvin Carter has 
proposed a city budget for 2023 that 
includes a 15.34 percent increase in the 

city’s property tax levy. If the City Council 
does not trim that amount in the months 
ahead, the owners of a median-value 
$261,800 home can expect their property 
taxes to increase by $231 next year.

Under Carter’s budget, the city levy 
would increase by $26.9 million—from 
$175.4 million to $202.3 million. That 
would be the largest levy increase in Cart-
er’s five years as mayor. 

Part of the tax levy increase is driven by 
a recent court ruling that forced the city 
to discontinue its 17-year practice of pay-
ing for some street maintenance expens-
es with an assessment on all properties, 
whether or not they are tax-exempt. The 
shift of those expenses from assessments 
to the general fund accounts for about half 
of the levy increase. According to Carter, 
the remaining 7.6 percent increase is due to 
rising cost of city operations.

Property taxes make up 49 percent of 
the city’s general operating budget. Local 
Government Aid from the state, various 
fees and charges and other revenue sources 
make up the rest.

Carter’s 2023 city budget totals $781.5 
million—up 5.4 percent or $40.2 million 
from the $741.3 million city budget in 2022. 
That includes $362.5 million for the gen-
eral fund, $369.9 million for special funds 
and $49.2 million for debt service.

In his August 18 budget address, Carter 
said, “this budget centers on the basics of 
municipal government, improving pub-
lic safety outcomes, repairing city streets 
and city-owned buildings, and addressing 
permitting backlogs so that residents and 
businesses can efficiently and effectively 
reinvest in our community.”

The budget includes several new initia-
tives. One is an “inheritance fund” for the 
descendants of families in Saint Paul’s old 
Rondo neighborhood who were displaced 
by the construction of I-94 in the 1950s 
and ’60s. The fund would create a home-
buying and home-improvement program 
offering up to $100,000 in loans to families 
who meet income qualifications. For those 
who remain in their home for at least an-
other 15 years, the loan would be forgiven.

The money for the inheritance fund 
would come from the city’s Housing Trust 
Fund and the Minnesota Housing Finance 
Agency with the support of federal Com-

munity Development Block Grants. It 
would tie into the city’s existing down pay-
ment assistance and home rehabilitation 
programs.

The budget includes $4 million for mill 
and overlay work on city streets. Carter 
would like this to be an annual program, 
but how it would be funded in future years 
is still being explored. One idea is to charge 
abutting property owners based on the 
benefit their property receives from the 
street work.

The budget has $2.9 million in addi-
tional new spending, including $389,0000 
to hire staff to help address backlogs in 
building inspections, $404,000 to hire six 
new basic life support or emergency medi-
cal technicians, $176,000 for library com-
munity service staff, and $100,000 for the 
Homeless Action Response Team, which 
works with county and nonprofit social 
service agencies to respond to the needs of 
homeless people living in encampments. 

Another $710,000 would go to the city’s 
Office of Neighborhood Safety’s Project 
Peace. The allocation includes $500,000 
for gun violence survivor support services 
and $25,000 for a youth and family trauma 
program, as well as money for operating 
support and the hiring of two city outreach 
staff.

Carter said his budget would save 
$706,000 by cutting positions in various 
departments and shortening the park per-
mit season. However, overall his budget 
provides for a 1.8 percent increase in the 
number of full-time equivalent (FTE) em-
ployees of the city.

The city has 3,036 FTE employees in 
2022. The 2023 budget provides for 3,089 
FTE employees. Among the city depart-
ments getting more employees is Parks and 
Recreation for maintenance work and the 
Fire Department for two additional arson 
investigators and six additional basic life 
support cadets.

The Police Department would also add 
staff, including 15 cadets in the Law En-
forcement Career Path Academy and four 
civilian support jobs. The number of sworn 
officers in the Police Department would re-
main at 619. 

The City Council will continue its review 
of the mayor’s budget through the fall. It 
plans to set the city’s maximum property 
tax levy for 2023 on September 15 in accor-
dance with state truth-in-taxation laws. A 
final budget and levy will be approved by 
the council before the end of the year.

By Jane McClure

Mayor Melvin Carter has a pro-
posed a $1.77 million or 8.7 per-
cent increase in the Saint Paul 

Public Library’s budget for 2023. According 
to him, the proposed $22.1 million budget 
reflects the ongoing transformation in the 
services provided by the public libraries. 

The city’s public library system reduced 
staffing and services in 2021 in response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic and the result-
ing  reduction in hours. Those cuts were 
restored in 2022 with money from the 
federal American Rescue Plan. The public 
library’s 2022 budget also drew on federal 
Community Development Block Grants 
and CARES Act funds to support the Career 
Labs program. The Career Labs were added 
in 2020 to help library patrons access em-
ployment-related resources. In 2023 the 
city’s general fund will pick up the costs of 
that program.

“Our libraries are not just a warehouse 

for books,” Carter said in his library bud-
get address. Libraries also offer career as-
sistance services, homework centers for 
elementary and secondary students, inter-
net resources and programs for very young 
children, he said.

The city’s public libraries also provide a 
refuge for people who have no other place 
to go during the day, including homeless 
people. This growing need has prompted 
the public libraries to hire social work staff.

The mayor’s proposed budget for 2023 
would increase the number of full-time 
equivalent employees in the library system 
from 168.75 to 183.

Carter has also earmarked $1.5 million 
to perform a safety assessment for the 
city’s public library system. Library staff 
have had to deal with a growing number 
of people in crisis or engaging in illicit be-
havior. Security staff were added this sum-
mer at the Latimer Library in downtown. 

Mayor seeks 15.34% increase in tax 
levy to support his 2023 city budget

Carter eyes expansion in library services

PUBLIC LIBRARY BUDGET  c5



WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 31, 2022  JOIN US AT MYVILLAGER.COM PAGE 5

Grand Avenue Office
700 Grand Ave • 651- 224-4321

Highland Park Office
723 S Cleveland • 651- 698-2434edinarealty.com

ICONIC HOME! 
1814 Hillcrest Ave:  Much ad-
mired Highland 4 BR with won-
derful architectural quality, and 
gorgeous setting on 3 lots with 
manicured hedge. Meticulous 
condition.
612 751-0729        $880,000

CROCUS CASTLE! 
4 Crocus Hill: Incredible opportuni-
ty to own this spectacular mansion 
on 1.58 splendid acres in prime 
Crocus Hill. Every amenity from 
working pipe organ, 4th floor obser-
vation room to back-up generator.
612 751-0729            $1.85M

DELIGHTFUL!
292 Brimhall gorgeous wood-
work and built-ins, fps, new roof, 
many new windows and doors, 
eat-in kitchen and mudroom, 3 
BR's upstairs and huge closets. 
Wonderful location.
612 751-0729        $425,000 Nicole LettnerNicole Lettner

SPACIOUS TOWNHOME!
1805 Eagle Ridge Dr #17. 
Large multi-level Mendota home 
features a unique layout to suit 
many lifestyles. This end unit is 
flooded with light and offers pri-
vate outdoor space.
651 331-1735         $375,000

ONE LEVEL LIVING!
45 Salem Church Road. Luxury 
Artisan Home built in 2015 in 
Sunfish Lake on 2.5 acres.  Spa-
cious 4BR/5BA walkout with true 
main floor living and must-see 
lower level with golf simulator.
651 331-1735     $1,825,000

NEW LISTING!

NEW LISTING!

Mary HardyMary Hardy

Mary/
Elspeth 
Hardy

   612 751-0729

Safety concerns have led to the closing of 
the back stack areas and the third-floor 
magazine room at the Latimer Library. 

Other public library safety improve-
ments could be rolled out in the months 
ahead. They may include the hiring of a 
safety director, relocating shelves and 
installing mirrors in the stacks. Earlier 
this summer, the Fire Department began 
sending injured firefighters on light-du-
ty status to provide help as needed at the 
Latimer Library. The help of firefighters 
between calls could also be tapped.

The mayor’s budget would add two 
cultural liaisons to the public library sys-
tem for Karen, Latino and Somali immi-
grants. He would also add $100,000 for 
the library’s collections.

The City Council is reviewing the may-
or’s 2023 library budget. A final budget 
will be approved before the end of this 
year.

By Anne Murphy

The story behind Bruce 
Goodman’s new Read in 
Color Little Free Library 

began in a Minneapolis skyway 
in February 2021 when he was 
mugged by a stranger and suf-
fered a shoulder injury. A brighter 
chapter will unfold from 2-4 p.m. 
Sunday, September 11, when the 
new library will be dedicated in 
a ceremony at Jewish Family Ser-
vice, 1633 W. Seventh St. 

A board member for Jewish 
Family Service, Goodman dis-
cussed the mugging last year with 
JFS CEO Ruth Hampton Olkon. 
She suggested that he talk with 
JFS community support therapist 
Tara Burns.

“The Community Support 
Program at JFS offers three free 
20-minute sessions,” Goodman 
said. “In them, Tara asked what 
empathy meant to me. The ques-
tion helped me reframe the inci-
dent and move forward. I asked 
myself who I wanted to be as a 
person.”

When Goodman related the 
story of his mugging to others, 
“I realized they were focusing on 
the color of my assailant,” he said. 
“That isn’t the story I wanted to 
tell. I went back to Ruth and JFS 
community engagement manag-
er Jodi Saltzman. I told them JFS 
had helped me heal emotionally, 
now I wanted to make a financial 
donation to address racial and 
social injustice. They suggested a 
Read in Color program.”

The Read in Color Little Free 
Library is part of JFS’s Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion initiative. 

Goodman, who grew up in High-
land Park and graduated from 
Saint Paul Academy in 1969, now 
lives in Minnetonka. “But I’ve al-
ways considered Saint Paul my 
home,” he said. “I joined the JFS 
board to reconnect to my Saint 
Paul roots and give back to the 
community I was raised in.”

Goodman said his deeper un-
derstanding of empathy has 
made him a more compassion-
ate leader and motivated him 
to fund the Read in Color Little 
Free Library. “Through Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion training, I 
realized that I’ve been culturally 
insensitive and need to own my 
past mistakes,” he said. “I real-
ized I’m a privileged white male 
and treated better than many Af-
rican Americans and indigenous 

people. I understand why com-
placency can feel like complicity 
to marginalized groups who have 
experienced past aggressions.”

Read in Color is a program of 
the Saint Paul-based Little Free 
Library organization, which sup-
ports book sharing through small 
library boxes across the city. Read 
in Color provides books that offer 
perspectives on racism and social 
justice and celebrate marginal-
ized voices.

The new Goodman library re-
flects the mission of JFS, accord-
ing to its community program 
coordinator Anne Myers. “We 
want our programs to reflect our 
community and our clients,” she 
said. “So far this year, 76 percent 
of our clients identified as other 
than Jewish and nearly 50 per-

cent identified as people of color. 
We hope this library will allow 
members of our community to 
see themselves reflected in books 
and learn about others.”

Myers discussed the aims of 
Read in Color with a Black staff 
member at another West End 
agency. “The staff member said, ‘I 
wish this had been around when 
I was a child,’ Myers said. “I told 
her I felt the same way about 
never seeing Jewish characters 
in the books that I read as a child. 
According to Read in Color, only 
25 percent of children’s books 
feature characters who are not 
white.”

For the Goodman library, My-
ers said, “we chose a design from 
the Little Free Library site, but 
we modified it by adding picture 

frames on the sides of the box. 
This will allow us to feature art 
and photos created by and for 
marginalized communities. Mary 
and Mike Link of Highland Park 
volunteered to build the box for 
us. Wendy Shragg donated a print 
from her Playground Kids series 
to be featured on it.”

The box will be posted outside 
of JFS. Staff there chose books 
from a list recommended by Read 
in Color. The collection for early, 
young adult and adult readers 
was drawn from nine subject ar-
eas—African American, Asian 
American and Pacific Islander, 
Indigenous, Jewish, Latino, Mus-
lim, antiracism, LGBT and dis-
ability and neurodiversity.

During the dedication of the 
new library, representatives of the 
More Than a Single Story organi-
zation will read from the book We 
Are Meant to Rise. More Than a 
Single Story was founded in 2015 
by Saint Paul author Carolyn Hol-
brook to encourage conversations 
with writers of color about issues 
of importance to them. Holbrook, 
who will be on hand for the Sep-
tember 11 dedication, will be 
joined by Hmong American artist 
Kevin Yang and Tess Montgom-
ery, a former communications co-
ordinator for More Than a Single 
Story.

“My hope is that this program 
and the sharing of my story and 
personal stories by BIPOC au-
thors will inspire others to speak 
up if they feel individuals and 
groups aren’t being treated fair-
ly,” Goodman said. “We must 
work together to create equal op-
portunities for all people.”

Goodman’s Read in Color library opens new chapter in race relations

Bruce Goodman, Jodi Saltzman and Anne Myers of the Jewish Family Service stock the new Read in Color Little Free Library 
that will be posted outside of the agency at 1633 W. Seventh St. following its dedication on September 11.  PHOTO BY BRAD STAUFFER

By Jane McClure

An increase in the number of home-
less encampments in Saint Paul 
has city, county and local nonprofit 

social service agencies looking at ways to 
move people into shelters and access pro-
grams to serve their many unmet needs. The 
City Council on August 17 received a report 
on the work of Heading Home Ramsey and 
the Homeless Assistance Response Team 
(HART), two public-private partnerships 
involving the city and Ramsey County.

Saint Paul has seen between 50 and 55 
homeless encampments spring up over the 
summer with a total of about 120 residents. 
That is still well below the peak of 380 peo-
ple who were living outdoors in late 2020.

Changes have recently been made in how 
people living in encampments are treated. 
Instead of just clearing out the encamp-

ments, teams of city, county and nonprofit 
agency staff have been helping people get 
into homeless shelters and addressing their 
other needs.

“We’re focusing on creative solutions,” 
said HART program coordinator Andrea 
Hinderaker. The intent is to find solutions 
to an array of issues ranging from medi-
cal care to replacing personal documents. 
Some people need help finding storage for 
their belongings. Others, because they have 
been homeless for a decade or more, may 
lack access to food assistance or a needed 
housing assessment to get into programs. 
Few have cell phones.

Hinderaker described her agency’s mis-
sion as creating a pathway out of homeless-
ness. However, she noted, not every home-
less person wants help. Some people simply 
move on when a homeless encampment is 
dismantled.

One ongoing challenge is the lack of af-
fordable housing. Another is the shortage 
of shelter space since the federal funding 
that was available during the pandemic 
dried up. “We don’t have the (single-room 
occupancies) anymore,” Hinderaker said. 
“We don’t know if we’ll have those kinds of 
resources again.”

The federal funds that provided shelter 
for homeless people in hotels and other 
downtown facilities has run out. The city 
has tried to fill some of the gap, funding 
Interfaith Action’s Project Home shelter 
on Randolph Avenue in Highland Park into 
2023.

Heading Home Ramsey was granted $6 
million from the state for its efforts to help 
people find housing. The coalition has put 
out a request for proposals. It has already 
earmarked $4.5 million of that, and those 
awards will be announced soon.

4b PUBLIC LIBRARY BUDGET Public-private partnerships offer new pathways out of homelessness
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Landmark Center 
2022 Fall Concert Series 

September - December
Cocktail Hour @ 7 pm  

Concert @ 8 pm
Tickets: $20-70

F.K. Weyerhaeuser Auditorium

SEPT. 16

NOV. 18 DEC. 16

OCT. 21

 Ray Bonneville  Annie Mack

 Turn Turn Turn

Landmark

LIVE

 Barley Jacks

11th season!

For more information and tickets, visit 
www.landmarkcenter.org/landmark-live or call 651.292.3063

Presented by Minnesota Landmarks with support from: 

SELLING SAINT PAUL

ANN ELENBAAS | REALTOR®️
I am uniquely qualified to work with interpreters. 
Including American Sign Language!

651.238.8480
ann@andersonrealtymn.com
annelenbaas.com

MIKE SMITH | BROKER - REALTOR®️
134 homes sold & 50 million in sales for 2021
Average 1 closing every 3 days 

651.324.6211
mikesmithrealty@gmail.com
andersonrealtymn.com

We love living and working in Saint Paul! It would be an honor to help you with your next move!

651-340-2452    SkylineCleaners.net

20%OFF
Drycleaning

     Some exclusions, expires 9/14/22. 
               Your Green Cleaner!

“Behind” Highland Village
facing Hillcrest Ave.

Drycleaning

We’re
Open!

Mon-Fri 7am-7pm
Sat 9-4pm

By Jane McClure

Paster Properties’ plan to con-
struct a 91-unit, four-story 
apartment building at the 

northeast corner of Mississippi River 
Boulevard and Highland Parkway is 
being opposed by many neighbors 
who want to see less height and den-
sity. More than 30 people attended 
an August 16 meeting of the Highland 
District Council (HDC) Community 
Development Committee to review 
the project.

Mike Sturdivant of Paster said the 
intent is to start construction in ear-
ly 2023 and have the building ready 
for occupancy in 2024. Paster plans 
to tear down a two-story, 16-unit 
apartment building it owns at 706 S. 
Mississippi River Blvd. and a closed, 
single-story First Church of Christ-
Scientist building just to the south 
that Paster has under contract.

Neighbors concerned about build-
ing height, heating and cooling sys-
tem noise, lighting, traffic and spill-
over parking were joined on August 16 
by residents of 706 S. Mississippi Riv-
er Blvd. who read on social media that 
their building would be torn down.

“I’m just wondering why you 
haven’t contacted those of us who live 
there,” said resident Jim Velk. “I’ve 
never missed my rent. Fifteen years 
and I’m being kicked to the curb.”

Sturdivant said notices will be up to 
the building’s management company 
once more is known about timelines 
for the project.

Paster, neighbors and committee 
members agreed to continue discuss-
ing the plans, but it is unknown when 

or if there will be another neighbor-
hood meeting. The properties are al-
ready zoned for multifamily housing 
and no variances are being requested. 
The project is now undergoing city 
staff site plan review.

One potential sticking point is that 
the development site is in the Mis-
sissippi River Corridor Critical Area, 
which sets height limits for buildings. 
The new building would be almost 50 
feet tall, which meets current height 
limits. However, the city’s proposed 
river corridor regulations would limit 
building heights to 35 feet.

The city’s amended regulations are 
still undergoing review and will likely 
not be in place until at least next year. 
Neighbors want to see the updated 
regulations applied to the Paster proj-
ect and pointed out that they have al-
ready been voluntarily incorporated 
into the Highland Bridge develop-
ment two blocks away. 

Some changes to Paster’s project 
have already been made at the neigh-
bors’ request. A planned dog run 
would be moved from the east to the 
west side of the new building. Light-
ing would  be changed and additional 
landscaping is being considered.

Most of the comments on August 16 
centered on the proposed building’s 
height. However, Sturdivant said a 
smaller building would not be finan-
cially feasible. “That’s not an area 
where we can compromise,” he said.

Another point of debate was where 
balconies would be located. Neigh-
bors do not want them on the east 
and north sides of the building, over-
looking single-family homes.

The U-shaped apartment building 
would have 6,000 square feet of space 
for residents’ amenities adjacent to an 
outdoor deck and pool. There would 
be two levels of underground parking 
with about 138 spaces.

Another issue that neighbors cited 
is the high water table in that area, 
where bedrock is 10 to 12 feet below 
ground level. Several neighbors said 
homes have had basements water-
proofed and sump pumps installed. 
Neighbor Tom Romens said there are 
worries the project could divert water 
runoff onto neighboring properties. 

Other issues that the developer 
must address is that part of the site 
was once occupied by a gas station 
and a large sewer line beneath the 
properties must be  rerouted.

Issues aired over 4-story river road project 

The Highland River Parkway Apartments proposed for 706 S. Mississippi River Blvd.
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AN D
THE INTERNATIONAL
REGGAE ALL-STARS

A N D
THE INTERNATIONAL
REGGAE ALL-STARS

Golden Thyme
Coffee Cafe        and

Present...

Featuring

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
11:00 AM - 7:30 PM

SELBY AT MILTON - ST. PAUL, MN
SELBYAVEJAZZFEST.COM

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
11:00 AM - 7:30 PM

SELBY AT MILTON - ST. PAUL, MN
SELBYAVEJAZZFEST.COM

Main Stage Sponsor Health & Wellness Sponsor

This activity is made possible by the voters of Minnesota through grants from the Minnesota
State Arts Board, thanks to a legislative appropriation from the arts and cultural heritage fund
and the Minnesota State Legislature, and a grant from the National Endowment for the Arts.

This activity is made possible by the voters of Minnesota through a grant from the Metropolitan
Regional Arts Council, thanks to a legislative appropriation from the arts and cultural heritage fund. 
This activity is supported, in part, by the City of Saint Paul Cultural Sales Tax Revitalization Program.
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The following criminal incidents were 
compiled from Saint Paul and Men-
dota Heights police reports. For vehicle 
and catalytic converter thefts, and other 
crime reports not mentioned in this print 
edition, go to MyVillager.com.

Highland Park
Burglary—Residential burglaries 

were reported on the 1400 block of 
South Mississippi River Boulevard on 
August 11, and  the 400 block of South 
Snelling Avenue on August 15-22.

—Suspects stole two cash registers 
after driving into the front of Speed-
way, 1580 Ford Pkwy., on August 12.

—Cash was reported stolen from 
the register during a break-in of the 
Original Mattress Factory, 2098 Ford 
Pkwy., on August 16.

—iWash, 2575 W. Seventh St., was 
broken into on August 13.

Theft—A $5,000 bicycle was re-
ported stolen on the 2200 block of 
Ford Parkway on August 15. 

—Police tracked a stolen vehicle to 
the 1400 block of Alaska Avenue on 
August 17. Though the male and fe-
male suspects fled, they were tracked 
down with the help of a State Patrol 
helicopter and a K9 unit.

Lexington-Hamline
Assault—A woman was assaulted  

in the parking lot at Aldi, 1134 Univer-
sity Ave., on August 12.

—A 26-year-old man was arrested 
for felony assault after police received 
a report of two people fighting in the 
street on Lexington Parkway and  
University Avenue on August 18.

Macalester-Groveland
Robbery—A woman was robbed 

on the 1900 block of Juliet Avenue on 
August 18.

Burglary—Break-ins were re-
ported on the 2000 block of Lincoln 
Avenue on August 10, and at Myriel 
restaurant at 470 S. Cleveland Ave. on 
August 13-14. 

Mendota Heights
Fatal accident—A passenger was 

killed during a crash on Highway 62 
and Dodd Road on August 5. The ve-
hicle drove into a ditch and ended up 
on its roof. The driver was taken to the 
hospital with minor injuries.

Assault—Officers assisted West 
Saint Paul Police in a vehicle pursuit 
on August 18. The suspect struck a pe-
destrian on the 2000 block of Chris-
tensen Avenue, then fled through 
Mendota Heights. The vehicle was 
stopped on the ramp from Highway 
62 to southbound Highway 5. The 
suspect ran on foot, but was captured. 

Merriam Park
Robbery—Four males ranging in 

age from 14-20 were arrested for rob-
bery on Marshall Avenue and Dewey 
Street on August 23. 

Burglary—Break-ins of occupied 
apartments were reported on the 400 
block of North Roy Street and the 2100 
block of Dayton Avenue on August 10.

Theft—A gun was reported stolen 
from a vehicle on Cretin Avenue and 
Riverwood Place on August 17.

—A 14-year-old girl was arrested 
for auto theft and fleeing police on 
August 20  on the 1700 block of Uni-
versity Avenue.

Miscellaneous—A pedestrian was 
struck by a vehicle near the University 
of Saint Thomas on August 22. She 
was taken to the hospital for injuries 
that were not life-threatening.

Snelling-Hamline
Miscellaneous—A 35-year-old man 

was arrested for smashing windows 
in the Midway Cub Foods on August 
22. 

Summit Hill
Theft—Around $4,000 in elec-

tronics were reported stolen from a 
vehicle on the 1000 block of Osceola 
Avenue on August 21.

—Three males were suspected 
of stealing wallets out of two work 
trucks being unloaded in an alley on 
the 700 block of Goodrich Avenue on 
August 23.

Summit-University
Assault—A 32-year-old man was 

arrested for felony assault, posses-
sion of a firearm and ammunition by 
an ineligible person, fleeing police, re-
ceiving stolen property and outstand-
ing warrants on August 19 on Iglehart 
Avenue and Avon Street. Officers tried 
to stop his vehicle, when he struck 
their squad and another car, sped off, 
crashed into a tree and tried to run.

Miscellaneous—A pedestrian was 
struck by a vehicle on the 600 block 
of Dayton Avenue at 10 p.m. Tuesday, 
August 23. He was taken to the hos-
pital for injuries that were not life-
threatening.

West End
Burglary—A suspect broke into 

Saint Paul Automotive, 910 Randolph 
Ave., took keys from a lock box and 
stole a vehicle on August 11. 

Theft—A portable generator was 
reported stolen from a construction 
site on Victoria Street and Randolph 
Avenue on August 17.

—A drone was reported stolen from 
a vehicle on the 900 block of Ran-
dolph Avenue on August 19-20.

Assault—A man was the victim of a 
gunshot wound near the 300 block of 
North Smith Avenue on August 7. His 
injuries were not life-threatening.

—A man was taken to the hospi-
tal after being knocked unconscious 
during an assault on the 1100 block 
of West Seventh Street on August 20. 
Four males were seen fleeing the area.

—A man said he was assaulted by a 
group of juveniles when he confront-
ed them about being at the Grand 7 
Saloon, 315 W. Seventh St., on August 
23. He was taken to the hospital for 
his injuries. 

Highland Park
highlanddistrictcouncil.org • 651-695-4005

In case you missed them—A presentation on the 
Highland Park Transportation Fair that was held earlier 
this month can be viewed at bit.ly/transportationfair. A 
presentation on the University of Saint Thomas’ pro-
posed athletic complex at Highland Bridge is available at  
highlanddistrictcouncil.org/ford-site/.

Stop for Me events—The Saint Paul Police Department 
is hosting Stop for Me pedestrian safety events on Tues-
day, September 13, on Saint Paul and Bohland avenues 
from 3-4:15 p.m., Saint Paul and Montreal avenues from 
4:30-5:30 p.m., and Mississippi River Boulevard and Ford 
Parkway from 6-7 p.m.

Macalester-Groveland
macgrove.org • 651-695-4000

Mac-Grove Fest—Mac-Grove Fest will be held from 11 
a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, September 10, at the Edgcumbe Rec-
reation Center, 320 S. Griggs St. There will be live music, 
food trucks, craft fair, art activities, games, inflatables and 
a business marketplace. Visit macgrove.org/macgrovefest. 

Join the board—The Macalester-Groveland Commu-
nity Council’s board of directors has openings for Grid 4, 
Grid 3 and at-large faith institution representatives. For 
information, visit macgrove.org/about/board.

Summit Hill
summithillassociation.org • 651-222-1222

Fall Plant Sale—Items can be purchased through 10 
p.m. Thursday, September 1, as part of the SHA’s Fall 
Plant Sale. Orders can be placed online using store #191 at 
gertensfundraising.com. Orders will be available for pick-

up from 1-4 p.m. Saturday, September 17, at the Linwood 
Recreation Center.

SHA Fall Festival—The SHA will host its Fall Festival 
from 1-4 p.m. Saturday, September 17, in Linwood Park. 
Contact info@SummitHillAssociation.org for details and 
opportunities to volunteer.  

Union Park
unionparkdc.org • 651-645-6887

Ice Cream Peanut Butter & Jam—The ninth annual 
Ice Cream, Peanut Butter & Jam will be held from noon-4 
p.m. Saturday, September 17, at the Merriam Park Recre-
ation Center. There will be ice cream, arts and crafts, chalk 
painting, live bands, dance performances, food trucks, a 
bouncy house and more.

West Seventh
fortroadfederation.org • 651-298-5599

Upcoming meetings—Transportation and Land Use 
Committee, 6:30 p.m. Thursday, September 7; and Com-
munity Engagement and Outreach Committee, 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, September 15. Meetings are held via Zoom. For 
log-in information, visit fortroadfederation.org/calendar.

District Councils
Citywide drop-off at Fairgrounds
A citywide drop-off event will be held from 8 a.m.-1 

p.m. Saturday, September 17, at the northeast corner of 
the State Fairgrounds. Visit the city’s website at tinyurl.
com/496krere for a list of accepted items and fees. 
Highland and Macalester-Groveland seniors can have 
their items picked up for free. Sign up at info@high-
landdistrictcouncil.org or mgcc@macgrove.org.

Crime Report
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VIEWPOINT

Federal act is reducing inflation
Reading T.J. Sexton’s letter, “No antidote for inflation” 

(MyVillager Inbox, August 17), I was reminded of what 
my high school economics teacher told us: Those who 
lecture their opponents as people who “don’t understand 
economics” can fail to understand it themselves.

Controlling inflation is primarily the job of the Federal 
Reserve, which is currently operating in a global economy 
where supply and demand have been thrown off balance 
by major crises. But Congress can provide support to help 
the Fed do its job in the longer term. There is a reason why 
126 top-tier economists, including Nobel Prize winners Joe 
Stiglitz and Robert Solow, wrote to Congress to support the 
Inflation Reduction Act (IRA).

Part of the problem is there is too much demand relative 
to supply. By taxing those with means who have avoided 
paying their fair share and reducing the amount we spend 
on prescription drugs, the IRA pulls excess money out of 
the economy. The IRA also increases supply in important 
areas such as the energy sector by increasing drilling and 
fast-track permitting and pipelines to lower gas prices in 
the short term. It also wisely provides incentives to reduce 
dependence on fossil fuels in the long term.

Even measures that are not inherently disinflationary, 
such as extending health care subsidies under the 
Affordable Care Act, still shift the cost of inflation from 
Americans who are struggling to those who have the means 
but have avoided the responsibility. This allows working 

Americans to weather the storm better than we otherwise 
would.

Sexton is right to say the middle class bears the burden 
of inflation. But the problem is an unsustainable system 
that places power in corporations and the wealthy, not 
measures giving working families security. We need more 
measures like the IRA and less austerity.

Chris Russert
Lexington-Hamline

A treasure, not a traffic problem
The city of Saint Paul has proposed that Summit 

Avenue be remodeled to be more multi-modal, essentially 
accommodating more bikes. Saint Paul is about to 
experiment with one of its unique features and conform it 
to the traffic standards of suburban America. Yet none of 
the buildings along Summit conform to regional or national 
standards. They are old buildings, and that is their glory.

Why is Summit Avenue approached as a traffic problem? 
Are the traffic committees of the district councils really the 
correct place for this discussion? Discussion should begin 
with protecting a national treasure rather than how can we 
adapt the “national standards” to fit this treasure.

I don’t live on Summit Avenue, but if this experiment 
results in people leaving and home values falling, it will be a 
blow to the entire city.

Donn Waage
Macalester-Groveland

By Lori Raduenz

Marri Renne writes about why rent control 
is a bad idea (MyVillager Inbox, August 3). 
She gives a detailed account of the effects 

of Saint Paul’s new rent control ordinance on her 
ability as a landlord to improve her property and 
offer amenities like laundry, trash and water services. 
I appreciated reading of her personal experience, 
but her closing sentence gave me pause: “Politicians 
should stay out of the rental market.”

The fact is, politicians cannot be blamed for 
enacting the rent control ordinance. The only 
politician who bears any responsibility is Mayor 
Melvin Carter, who publicly endorsed the measure 
three weeks before the November 2 election. This 
rent control ordinance, the strictest in the nation, 
was put on the ballot by an advocacy group called 
Housing Equity Now. HEN collected 9,100 signatures 
to get the referendum on the ballot. Saint Paul has 
more than 196,000 registered voters. A total of 
58,546 of them voted on the measure, with nearly 53 
percent in favor. Saint Paul citizens are responsible 
for the city’s rent control policy.

The policy has many downsides, most notable 
the immediate cancellation of several housing 
construction projects at Highland Bridge and 
elsewhere in Saint Paul. Mayor Carter understood 
the severity of the problem and immediately tasked 
the City Council to fix it. He could have expressed his 
hesitation about the policy prior to the election and 
encouraged a more measured approach, but that was 
not how he decided to handle it. The City Council, 
which did not write the policy and received no 
guidance or communication from the mayor’s office, 
was tasked to possibly amend the ordinance to be 
more workable for renters, developers and landlords.

Saint Paul almost had another issue placed on the 
ballot this fall in the same manner as the rent control 
ordinance. A group called SPARK collected signatures 
on a petition aimed at putting universal preschool on 
the ballot.

I interacted on a couple of occasions with people 
on the street who asked me to sign the SPARK 
petition. I asked questions regarding the cost of the 
program and how it would be paid for that were 
met with very vague answers. (The program was 
to be paid for by raising property taxes.) I observed 
others who signed the petition without asking any 
questions at all. SPARK submitted a petition with 
nearly 20,000 signatures, but Ramsey County 
officials could only verify about 8,500 of them. 
Thankfully, that fell short of the number required by 
state law.

This letter is a cautionary tale of how complicated 
issues can turn into law without the careful and 
informed consideration of the electorate. I have 
friends who voted in favor of the rent control 
ordinance. They admitted they didn’t have a good 
understanding and hadn’t read much about it, but 
voted in favor because “it seemed like a good thing 
to do.” Even City Council member Rebecca Noecker, 
chair of the SPARK campaign, acknowledged that 
universal preschool is a big idea and that “big ideas 
need careful consideration.”

The City Council had the power to put the 
universal preschool measure on the ballot after 
the petition failed, but decided instead to form an 
advisory committee to evaluate the need for the 
universal preschool program and determine how 
it would work and be funded. This is an example of 
our elected officials working to avoid having another 
complicated policy adopted in the same manner and 
with the same problems as the rent control policy, 
and I applaud their decision.

I encourage citizens to think carefully when 
presented with these issues, to understand what they 
are being asked to sign, to use all available resources 
to inform themselves (including this excellent 
publication) and to show up and exercise their right 
to vote on issues that concern our city. We can’t 
blame politicians if we don’t do at least that much.

Lori Raduenz is a resident of  Macalester-Groveland.

By the Reverend John Forliti

July 28, was a beautiful day, not only 
for the sun and occasional clouds, 
but for the 90-plus voices gathered 

          on the boulevard along Fairview 
Avenue. Of the 90 who were there, 34 
were Women With Walkers who invited 
any and all to join them in calling for 
a total ban on military-style firearms. 
They sang, listened to speakers, waved 
at passing cars, and held up signs to go 
public with their demand for action. A 
second rally, expected to be larger, was 
scheduled for August 28.

Making her voice heard at that first 
rally was Mary Ann Hanley, 99. “Those 
weapons were designed for war; no 
reason a citizen needs one,” she said. 
Mary Kranz, 87, wondered aloud why 
anyone would want to come to the United States with 
guns everywhere. Sadly, there are more guns in our nation 
than there are people. As for the assault type, we have an 
estimated 5-10 million of these weapons in our homes, 
businesses and communities.

The school shooting in Uvalde, Texas, shocked the 
nation and proved too much for Mary Kruser, a resident 
of Carondelet Village. She gathered people like herself 
and many more to voice their demand to rid our nation 
of at least one part of our overgrown gun culture. The 
unbelievable capacity of the AR-15 to destroy must 
be eliminated. It was the testimony of Uvalde’s sole 
pediatrician, Dr. Roy Guerrero, that solidified Kruser 
and her cohorts’ determination to do something: Bodies 
“pulverized and decapitated…flesh so ripped apart” was 
what he saw that terrifying day.

We have grown the largest gun culture in the world. 
Apparently gone are the days when guns were for hunting 
and target practice. Before the turn of the century, the gun 
industry’s ads appealed to hunters. Not so today when a 
mere 10 percent do so. The New York Times reported on June 
18 that gun sellers have two goals—more guns and freer 
access to them. And they are getting their way. In the U.S., 
firearms sales have skyrocketed. In 1990, there were 74,000 
military-style weapons manufactured. In 2013, there were 
2.3 million. 

Fear of crime and fear of mass shootings are prime 
motivators. In other words, if you sense you are in danger, 
get yourself a firearm. Gun industry research reveals what 
else sells: lack of trust in others, fear of losing control, and 
the need to prop up one’s self-esteem. The message to 
young men: Be a man, get a gun! 

Women With Walkers may have tapped into a growing 
conviction that no one outside of the military should 
possess an assault firearm. No age is the right age to possess 
an AR-15. Moving the legal age from 18 to 21 is an empty 
solution. The part of the human brain that makes wise 
decisions and is capable of seeing future consequences from 
present actions is not fully developed until the mid-20s.

Recent passage by Congress of laws that will make our 
nation safer are to be applauded. Strengthening mental 
health access, safer gun storage, improved background 
checks and other measures will help. What is missing is a 
renewal of a federal ban on assault weapons. It was the law 
of the land from 1994 to 2004, and gun deaths decreased 
during that period. But the federal ban was allowed to 
expire. So for the past 18 years, millions more of these 
weapons have been produced and sold. 

It is a sad day when some lawmakers consider guns more 
precious than children, warned Jane Hurley, 95. 

Making our nation safer is in large part in the hands of 
our lawmakers. They have the authority to ban assault 
weapons. Such a ban, if it applies only to future sales and 
possession, however, fails to promise a safer community. 
Women with Walkers and their friends are calling for a ban 
on the sale and possession of assault weapons as well as a 
buy-back of such weapons. Rounding them up and giving 
them back to our military is the only sensible solution. 

Banning such weapons can happen at the county and 
state levels, but banning is not enough. Mandatory buy-
back programs enforced by severe penalties will remove 
these firearms from our homes and neighborhoods. Will 
ban and buy-back efforts stop mass killings? Nothing is 
guaranteed, but these measures will send the message that 
the gun industry is no longer in control.

Women With Walkers stand up against gunsDon’t blame politicians 
for flaws of rent control

Women With Walkers and their supporters push for a ban on assault rifles in a demonstration 
on July 28 along Fairview Avenue in Highland Park.

INBOX
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By Jane McClure

Anew design for the city of Saint Paul’s 
proposed River Learning Center in 
Crosby Farm and Hidden Falls re-

gional parks drew a mostly favorable re-
sponse from 70 people who took part in a 
virtual presentation on August 11. 

The design takes the best aspects of three 
concepts that were presented in April, ac-
cording to Anne Gardner, project manager 
in the city’s Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment. The design could change based on 
comments received on August 11, Gardner 
said. Any revised design will be presented 
during an October 6 public celebration. 

Many people liked what they saw in the 
design, although a tree canopy walkway 
drew a mixed response. The walkway is 
intended to be a more accessible means 
for people to get from the bluff to the Mis-
sissippi River. Some people liked it, while 
others said it could block views. Concerns 
were also raised about the potential impact 
on the floodplain and the appearance of 
the marina’s outdoor boat storage.

One big change in the new design is 
the size of the proposed facilities. The de-
sign  included about 35,300 square feet of 
indoor space, down from 54,900 square 
feet, according to Barbara Wilke of W Ar-
chitecture & Landscape Architecture. The 
New York firm is leading the River Learn-
ing Center design work with several lo-
cal partners, including Saint Paul-based 
4RM+ULA.

Wilderness Inquiry will not be moving 
its operations to the River Learning Center, 

and that was given as one reason for the 
size reduction. However, the nonprofit or-
ganization will still be providing outdoor 
programming there.

The River Learning Center will still 
house the offices of the National Park Ser-
vice, Mississippi River Connect and the 
Great River Passage Conservancy. The lat-
ter organization heads up private fund-
raising and advocacy for the 17 miles of 
Saint Paul’s Mississippi Riverfront.

Another partner in the Learning Center 

is Your Boat Club, which operates Water-
gate Marina. One focus of the project is to 
reconfigure the aging marina facilities to 
allow more public access to the river while 
protecting the privacy of those who rent 
marina slips.

The central focus for the River Learning 
Center is to bring the Mississippi “back to 
the center of our public life,” said Mary de-
Laittre, executive director of the Great Riv-
er Passage Conservancy. The project is also 
intended to better connect Hidden Falls 

and Crosby Farm parks.
Architect James Garrett Jr. of 4RM+ULA 

outlined the plan, which calls for a more 
prominent and attractive park entrance 
atop the bluff. A 15,000-square-foot build-
ing there would house offices, restrooms 
and a trailhead for bicyclists and pedestri-
ans.

A 10,400-square-foot activity center 
would be located near the base of the bluff. 
The marina would get new boat storage 
and operations facilities. Public gathering 
spaces, river overlooks, a place to launch 
canoes and kayaks, hiking and biking trails, 
and picnic and play areas are also planned. 

Another proposed feature is a place 
where members of the Dakota tribe can 
continue to hold sacred ceremonies near 
the river.

A 3,000-square-foot boat storage facility 
and 6,300-square-foot operations build-
ing are planned for the marina. The harbor 
would also be revamped. The current pen-
insula would be turned into an island, and 
the steep riverbanks would be modified for 
safer access. 

Improvements are also planned along 
Shepard Road with safer crosswalks and 
landscaping to soften the road’s appear-
ance and make it less like a freeway.

More detailed design work and fundrais-
ing are planned for 2023. If construction 
begins in 2024, the River Learning Center 
could be open in 2026.

To view the latest presentation on the 
plan, visit greatriverpassage.org/projects/
river-learning-center.

City unveils design for new River Learning Center in Crosby

A drawing of how the River Learning Center might transform 25 acres of the area above and below the 
bluff near the existing Watergate Marina in Crosby Farm Park.

By Jane McClure

Dale Street Place, which provides 150 
units of supportive housing for dis-
abled and elderly adults at 313 N. 

Dale St., will receive up to $14.75 million in 
further assistance as a result of action tak-
en on August 24 by the Saint Paul Housing 
and Redevelopment Authority board.

The HRA approved a $1 million Com-
munity Development Block Grant loan for 
building owner Trellis Company. It also 
approved the issuance of up to $13.75 mil-
lion in conduit revenue bonds that will be 
paid back by Trellis.

No one appeared at an HRA hearing and 

Trellis did not return calls for comment. 
Dale Street Place was built in 1964 as the 

Redeemer Arms nursing home near the 
southwest corner of Dale Street and Con-
cordia Avenue. Lutheran Church of the Re-
deemer, 285 N. Dale St., has been involved 
in the facility since it opened, first as a  
developer and later with the involvement 
of its congregation.

The four-story facility was later convert-
ed to affordable housing for elderly resi-
dents and people with disabilities. It has 
109 efficiency units and 41 one-bedroom 
units, as well as a community room, com-
mon laundry facilities, a manager’s office 
and 41 parking stalls.

The building got $12.5 million in renova-
tions a decade ago. The property was pur-
chased in 2011 by the Community Housing 
Development Corporation. That company, 
which has provided housing in the Twin 
Cities since 1991, recently became Trellis.

The newly approved HRA funding will 
be used to further renovate the building 
and continue to operate the property as  
supportive housing.

Trellis also received nearly $4.6 million 
in Preservation Affordable Rental Invest-
ment Funds from the Minnesota Housing 
Finance Agency and will assume an exist-
ing federal Housing and Urban Develop-
ment loan. With all the funding sources, 

the project has a total cost of $28.3 million.
Rehabilitation work will address sev-

eral critical physical needs, according to an 
HRA staff report. They include repairs to 
the plumbing stacks, roof and windows, as 
well as bathroom updates, new kitchen ap-
pliances, new flooring and lighting. A fire 
sprinkler system will also be installed, and 
the alarm system will be upgraded.

Rents for 130 of the units serve low-in-
come households earning 30 percent of 
the Area Median Income (AMI), which is 
$24,650 for a single person. All 150 units 
are affordable at or below the 50 percent 
AMI, or $41,100 for a single person, and 
therefore are eligible for tax credits.

HRA approves $14.75M for rehab of Dale Street Place apartments
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By Frank Jossi

Lance Belville, one of the founders 
of Saint Paul’s History Theatre, had 
a knack for writing clever songs, 

musicals and plays in a decades-long 
career that ended when he died in his 
wife’s arms in their Sausalito, California, 
boathouse in 2020.

Lynn Lohr, Belville’s wife for 42 years 
and co-founder of the History Theatre, 
will perform scenes from his two most 
beloved plays, Plain Hearts and Down 
To Earth, in a musical 
program to be presented 
on September 15-18 at 
the Gremlin Theatre, 
550 N. Vandalia St. The 
show, Eric Peltoniemi 
and Friends Sing Plain 
Hearts and More, will also 
showcase the talents of 
singers Ruth MacKenzie, 
Jill Whitney-Birk, Carole 
Jean Anderson and Sally 
Reynolds.

A guitarist and 
vocalist, Eric Peltoniemi began his long 
collaboration with Belville in 1982 after 
the playwright saw him perform at a 
Minneapolis coffeehouse and asked if he 
would like to put on a play. That play was 
the History Theatre musical Plain Hearts, 
and it transformed Peltoniemi’s career. 

“It turned out to be a huge hit,” said 
Peltoniemi, who lives in Merriam Park, 
“and there have been plenty of revivals. 
The net result was that I ended up in the 
theater for pretty much the rest of my life. 
So I owe (Belville and Lohr) a great thank-
you for the entrée into that world.”

Peltoniemi wrote the lyrics and music 
for at least 11 shows over his career, 
including playwright Steven Dietz’s 
Ten November and Steve Glazer’s Heart 

of Spain. He also performed the songs 
in Belville’s play The Cowboy and the 
Widow, a 2022 Minnesota Fringe Festival 
production for which Lohr directed and 
acted. With Plain Hearts marking its 40th 
anniversary this year, Peltoniemi figured it 
was time to pay tribute to Belville.

Plain Hearts is about the members of an 
all-woman band who tell stories about 
their mothers’ and grandmothers’ lives 
on the prairie. As the play progresses, the 
band members assume the roles of their 
forebears and act out various scenes in 

their lives. One of the 
play’s most popular 
songs, “Tree of Life,” has 
been covered by many 
artists and it will be 
included in the upcoming 
production.

Down To Earth, 
the second part of 
the program, opens 
a window into how 
families in the Midwest 
survived the Great 
Depression through 

stories and songs, according to coproducer 
and production manager Tom Berger. 

Down To Earth “is not heavy or turgid,” 
Lohr added. “It’s a universal story and 
includes the comic song ‘Lutheran Eyes’ 
about a mixed marriage between a 
Lutheran and a Catholic in Minnesota.”

Peltoniemi, Lohr and Berger decided to 
present just parts of each play. They may 
add songs from other plays that Lohr and 
Peltoniemi collaborated on, such as the 
recent Fringe show and Belville’s Cowgirls. 
“We’re presenting scenes, not the plays 
themselves,” Peltoniemi said. “So it’s a 
musical revue of highlights from both of 
those shows and other plays.”

The performers will also “stitch” 
together backstage stories from the 

original productions and explain how 
the musicals were created from the oral 
histories of people who grew up in the 
Midwest, Lohr added.

The four featured vocalists are very 
familiar with the songs. Several of them 
have had long professional relationships 
with Peltoniemi, Lohr and Belville. 
Anderson performed in the original 
productions of Plain Hearts and Down To 
Earth as well as Cowgirls. Whitney-Birk 
performed in The Cowboy and the Widow. 
Reynolds toured in several History Theatre 
productions, and MacKenzie performs 
with Peltoniemi in the band Trova.

Belville, who was 84 when he died, 
worked as a foreign correspondent in 
Berlin and Brazil before becoming a 
theater producer and playwright. He 
served as playwright in residence for the 
History Theatre from 1978-95 while Lohr 
was its artistic director. Before leaving 
History Theatre, the couple saw it grow 
to become a 587-seat equity house. The 
downtown institution has produced more 
than 100 original works over its first four 

decades.
Lohr and Belville moved to the San 

Francisco Bay Area in the 1990s where 
she held several management positions 
with philanthropic and environmental 
organizations while working in theater. 
Belville continued writing and producing 
plays. He penned more than 50 plays in his 
career, including such Minnesota Fringe 
Festival favorites as Qaddafi’s Cook and 
Atlanta Burning, Sherman’s Shadows. 

Peltoniemi, while continuing to 
compose for musical theater, worked for 
three decades for Red House Records and 
served as president of the Saint Paul label 
for 10 years before retiring in 2016. Berger, 
who toured nationally with the shows 
that are highlighted in the upcoming 
revue, now operates a courier service in 
Saint Cloud.

Eric Peltoniemi and Friends Sing Plain 
Hearts and More will be performed at 7:30 
p.m. Thursday through Sunday and at 3 
p.m. Saturday and Sunday, September 
15-18. Tickets are $25 and available at 
Ericandfriends.eventbrite.com.

40 years after
Musical revue recalls the two hits 
that helped launch History Theatre

Former stalwarts of the Twin Cities theater scene, Eric Peltoniemi, Lynn Lohr and Tom Berger have 
reunited for the production of a musical tribute to the late playwright Lance Belville on the 40th anni
versary of his beloved drama, Plain Hearts.  PHOTO BY BRAD STAUFFER

Belville served as 
playwright in residence 
for History Theatre from 

1978-95 while Lohr 
was its artistic director. 
Before leaving History 

Theatre, the couple saw 
it grow to become a 587-

seat equity house. 
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SHREDDING DAY!
FREE COMMUNITY

September 17, 2022
11am-1pm

1460 Grand Avenue 

TheOddCoupleTeam.com
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Bring up to 5 boxes of papers to securely shred.
Hosted by The Odd Couple Team as part of our ongoing effort 

to give back to the community.

Books
SubText Books, 6 W. Fifth St., will host 
free readings and discussions with author 
Kathryn Savage and Groundglass, her book 
about toxic pollution and environmental 
justice, at 7 p.m. Thursday, September 
1; William Kent Krueger and his Cork 
O’Connor mystery Fox Creek, 7 p.m. 
Wed nes day, September 7; and Gretchen 
Anthony and her novel, The Book Haters’ 
Book Club, at 7 p.m. Thursday, September 
15. Visit subtextbooks.com.

Next Chapter Booksellers, 38 S. Snelling 
Ave., will host a Literary Bridges read ing 
with local poets and essayists Richard 
Terrill, Mary Jo Pehl, Tim Nolan, Michael 
Kiesow Moore, River Maria Urke, Julie 
Martin, Rick Hilber, Frances James and 
Diego Vasquez Jr. at 2 p.m. Sunday, Sep
tember 11; and a reading with Antonia 
Angress and her novel, Sirens & Muses, at 
6 p.m. Thursday, Septem ber 15. For ticket 
infor ma tion, call 6512258989 or visit 
nextchapterbooksellers.com.

Theater
Dark & Stormy Productions has 
launched its 10th anniversary season 
with playwright Yasmina Reza’s God of 
Carnage. The drama opens with a fight 
between two 11yearold boys. Their 
parents meet to make things right. Is the 
battle that began on the playground over, 
or has it just begun? Luverne Seifert, Mo 
Perry, Peter Christian Hansen and Sara 
Marsh star. Show times are 7:30 p.m. 
Wed nesdays through Saturdays and 4 
p.m. Sundays through September 11 at the 
Gremlin Theatre, 550 N. Vandalia St. Visit 
darkstormy.org.

Music
Alternative rock pioneers the FIXX will 
promote their new album, “Every Five 
Seconds,” in concert at 8 p.m. Wednesday, 
September 7, at the Parkway Theater, 4818 
Chicago Ave. S. in Minneapolis. Opening 
the show will be singersongwriter 
Jill Sobule. Tickets are $55$75. Visit 
theparkwaytheater.com. 

Pete Whitman and his jazz quintet 
Mississippi will perform from 47 p.m. 

Thursday, September 8, in Rice Park. Ad
mission is free. Visit landmarkcenter.org. 

Saint Paul harpist Hannah Flowers 
will release her new album, “HallGate 
House,” in concert at 8 p.m. Friday, 
September 16, on the outdoor stage at 
Celtic Junction, 836 N. Prior Ave. The 
album is an extension of Flower’s master’s 
degree program in traditional Irish music 
performance at Ireland’s Maynooth 
University. Tickets are $20 in advance, 
$25 at the door, free for those age 18 and 
under. In case of rain, the concert will be 
moved indoors. Visit celticjunction.org.

The Landmark Live series will open with 
singersongwriter Ray Bonneville and 
his bluesy Americana on September 16 in 
Weyerhaeuser Auditorium at Landmark 
Center. The shows are scheduled at 8 p.m. 
on the third Friday of each month. Each 
will be preceded at 7 p.m. with a cocktail 
hour and cash bar. Also performing 
will be blues and roots musician Annie 
Mack on October 21; Turn Turn Turn 
featuring Adam Levy, Savannah Smith 
and Barb Brynstad on November 18; 
and jaw–dropping instrumentalists the 
Barley Jacks on December 16. Tickets 
are $20 in advance, $25 at the door and 

$70 for the season of four concerts. Visit 
landmarkcenter.org.

The Isles Ensemble will open its season 
with a perfor mance of Schubert’s 
String Quartet in D Minor (Death and 
the Maiden) and Shostakovich’s Piano 
Quintet in G Minor at 4 p.m. Sunday, 
September 18, at Lake of the Isles Lutheran 
Church, 2020 Lake of the Isles Pkwy. in 
Minneapolis. Taking the stage will be 
violinists Stephanie Arado and Leslie 
Shank, violist Kenneth Freed, cellist Tom 
Rosenberg and pianist Ivan Konev. Tickets 
are $25 or whatever you can pay, free for 
students. Visit islesensemble.org.

Exhibits
The Catherine G. Murphy Galleries at 
Saint Catherine University will open two 
new shows on September 10: “Shaping a 
Creative Life” featuring art by SCU faculty 
and staff Jennifer Adam, Lys Akerman
Frank, Carol Lee Chase, Todd Deutsch, 
Amy Hamlin, Bethany Rahn and Monica 
Rudquist; and “Containment Strategies,” 
an immersive installation by Saint Paul 
artist Sarah Kusa. Both shows will run 
through October 23. The artists will be 
present at the opening reception from 57 
p.m. Saturday, September 10. Admission is 
free. Visit gallery.stkate.edu.

The League of Longfellow Artists will 
present its 12th annual LoLa Art Crawl 
on Sep tember 17 and 18. The work of 92 
artists will be displayed for show and 
sale from 10 a.m.4 p.m. on Saturday and 
Sunday in artists’ homes, art galleries 
and other businesses throughout the 
Longfellow area of Minneapolis. For more 
information and a map of the 44 art crawl 
sites, visit lolaart.org.

Et cetera
Family fun, games, live music by the 
local Irish band Paddy Wagon, food 
trucks, soft drinks and craft beer will 
be featured when the Sisters of Saint 
Joseph Ministries Foundation presents 
Septemberfest from 58 p.m. Thursday, 
September 8, on the lawn in front of 
1884 Randolph Ave. Admission is free. 
Visit csjministriesfoundation.org/
septemberfest.

Several blocks of Selby Avenue will give 
way to live jazz, blues and R&B when the 
annual Selby Ave Jazz Fest returns from 11 
a.m.7:30 p.m. Saturday, September 10, 
in and around the intersection of Selby 
and Milton Street. Food vendors, family 
activities and artist demonstrations will 
be featured along with a wide selection 
of music, from traditional to progressive 
jazz, reggae to big band, Caribbean to 
New Orleansstyle. 

Free and open to all, the festival is 
headlined this year by the International 
Reggae AllStars led by Jamaicaborn 
Lynval Jackson, a veteran of the vibrant 
Caribbean scene in the Twin Cities. 

Sultry and powerful singer Erica West 

will front her versatile sixpiece band 
whose repertoire reaches into R&B, jazz, 
pop, blues and neosoul.

The World Jazz Collegium will take the 
stage with guitarist Pavel Jany for a per
formance of Jany’s eclectic original com
positions along with covers of such giants 
of modern jazz as Pat Metheny, Billy Cob
ham, Chick Corea, Miles Davis and Jaco 
Pastorius.

Also appearing will be the Minnesota 
State Band, the Walker West Music Acad
emy AllStars and the Selby Avenue Brass 
Band, who will once again kickoff the fes
tival with a traditional New Orleans pro
cession. For moe information, visit selby
avejazzfest.com.

Selby Ave Jazz Fest returns Sept. 10

Sultry singer 
Erica West and 
her band will 
be among the 
performers at this 
year’s Selby Ave 
Jazz Fest. The an-
nual street party 
gets underway at 
11 a.m. Saturday, 
September 10, at 
and around the 
intersection of 
Selby Avenue and 
Milton Street.
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SPORTS

Different strokes for 
local sports folks

For Steve Walsh at Cretin-Derham Hall, it’s a 
getting-to-know-you process. For Sean Jensen 
at Minnehaha Academy, it’s introducing a new 

offensive attack. For Brad Moening at Highland Park, it’s 
getting the troops used to competing against each other.

However, for all three high school coaches there’s also 
a common thread. The first week of fall practice, which 
started for all prep athletes on August 15, is a breaking-in 
period. The hard work commences in the second week, 
since the start of their seasons is rapidly closing in. 

Walsh is the new kid on the block. Forty years ago, he 
was one of the boys gunning for the quarterback position 
on a talented CDH football team. After great high school, 
college and professional careers under center, he turned 
to coaching a high school team in Florida and later 
coaching a pro team in the Canadian Football League. 
Now he’s back home at his prep alma mater, looking to 
revive the Raider’s gridiron fortunes. Asked about his first 
week with his new team, Walsh said, “It’s an ongoing 
process. It’s been an unusual three years for our seniors. 
Part of what we’re doing here is establishing a culture.”

College and pro teams have a month to get ready before 
they play a regular-season game. High school football 
teams have three weeks. You can fit a scrimmage into that 
narrow window, but for guys like Walsh it starts with 
getting to know a new cast of characters. In addition to 
learning what his players can do on the field, he feels it’s 
necessary to remind them what they do off the field is 
important as well. 

“Social media has changed coaching,” Walsh said. “It 
creates a selfish attitude. I tell the kids to take three deep 
breaths (before communicating something off the field 
they may regret later). The reality is that six years or so 
down the road, a potential employer will be able to check 
everything they ever did on social media.” 

Numbers have never been a problem at CDH. Between 
the school’s three football teams, Walsh has roughly 100 
players in the system. There was plenty of film to watch 
and some summer workouts to evaluate talent, but 
there’s nothing like being on the field to give a football 
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CERTIFIED ONLY FOR PURPOSES OF 
SECTION 402 OF TSCA

By Bill Wagner

One of the biggest issues fac-
ing local high school football 
coaches this season is the 

shortage of referees. While coaches 
are stopping short of saying the situ-
ation is critical, they’re stressing the 
need to get more young people to  
officiate prep games. 

Saint Thomas Academy coach Dan 
O’Brien believes the problem started 
with the COVID-19 pandemic when 
many refs, who tend to be older, didn’t 
return when play resumed. “We’re in 
better shape now than with COVID,” 
O’Brien said, though he added games 
have to be scheduled differently now 
to accommodate officials’ schedules.

Central coach Scott Howell said 
his team will play four games on 
Saturdays this season to accommo-
date officials’ schedules. According 
to him, spectators may also be seeing 
more Thursday games. He said the 
ref shortage has not resulted in any 
lower- caliber officiating, at least not 
at this point. Still, he said, “At some 
point, they’ll have to make (the pay) 
more attractive.”

Here’s a look at the local teams 
as the season officially kicks off on  
September 1-2:

CENTRAL
League: Twin City Gold
Previous record: 4-5
Coach: Scott Howell

Key players: senior quarterback/
defensive back Cole Fee, senior line-
backer Esli Jalloh, senior center/mid-
dle linebacker Max Mills.

Outlook: Howell likes what he’s seen 
of his team, which has a good senior 
group and is strong at the skill posi-
tions. He believes the Minutemen 
have a shot at the top spot  in the con-
ference “if we stay healthy.” 

CRETIN-DERHAM HALL
League: Suburban Maroon
Previous record: 3-7
Coach: Steve Walsh

Key players: senior tight end Sam 
Koopmeiners, senior guard/tackle 
Michael Bougie, junior quarterback 
Miles Bollinger, senior quarterback 
Ryan Warford, junior wide receiver/
defensive back Jaylen Gayles, se-
nior outside linebacker Nolan Har-
ris, sophomore running back Theto  
Hatley.

Outlook: First-year CDH coach 
Walsh lends a well-known name to 
the Raiders sideline with his pedi-
gree as a former University of Miami 
and NFL quarterback. Walsh is said 
to have a good freshman class, but he 
acknowledged that success might not 
come immediately. “It’s been a great 
summer. Our kids have been work-

ing hard,” he said. Walsh said it could 
take some time for everyone to get on 
the same page with a new coach and 
system.

HIGHLAND PARK
League: Twin City Gold
Previous record: 3-7
Coach: Jonathan Brown

Key players: senior wide receiver/
quarterback Shea Landa, junior run-
ning back/receiver/kick returner 
Melvin Mensah, senior quarterback 
Monaire Vaughn, junior middle line-
backer Benny Waud.

Outlook: Brown thinks his once-
young players are ready to blossom 
this year. “We’ll be competitive,” he 
said. “We’ll have a shot in every game. 
This is the heaviest on seniors our 
team has been since I’ve been here.”

Prep football preview
Local teams ready for official start of season

WRIGHT CALL  c13 FOOTBALL PREVIEW  c13

Junior 
running 
back 
Melvin 
Mensah, 
pictured 
doing 
drills dur-
ing prac-
tice, is 
expected 
to be one 
of the key 
players 
for High-
land Park 
this fall. 
PHOTO 
BY BRAD 
STAUFFER
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CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIED & LEGAL ADS Phone 651-699-1462
Email WantAds@MyVillager.com

Classified Categories, ad submission & more information at MyVillager.com
Classified ads are $1.20 per word, $12 minimum. Legal notices are 60¢ per word.
Next Issue: Sept. 14 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Deadline: Sept. 7

All ads are prepaid. We accept all ads  
by email with form from website.

FOR SALE             
MYVILLAGER digital and print mem-
berships are for sale! Get your news-
paper delivered via the post office. 
Join us today! www.MyVillager.com

FIREWOOD. FREE delivery. 100% 
oak, 2-year seasoned; stacked solid 
4’x8’x16”, $190, unless bigger quan-
tity. Order before the rain and snow 
comes. Call Mark, 320-980-1637.

GARAGE/MOVING SALES
SPRING CLEANING means extra furni-
ture, housewares, electronics, cloth-
ing and toys. Open your garage door 
to sell it now! Advertise your sale for 
a minimum of $12 and then sit back 
and rake in the profits! 651-699-1462 
ext 10  or WantAds@MyVillager.com

BIBLE/BOOK REPAIR
40 YEARS’ experience, all kinds of 
books. Bookbinding by Steve. 
Highland Park area. 651-698-1477 for 
appointment or specialbindings.com

WANTED TO BUY
DIAMONDS, fine estate and antique 
jewelry. We know and appreciate the 
value of your jewelry. R. F. Moeller 
Jeweler, 2065 Ford Parkway, 651- 
698-6321. Certified Gemologist.

BEST PAYOUT! Old furniture, advertis-
ing, beer memorabilia, old clothing 
and more. 651-227-2469.

OLD RECORDS, LPs/45s, Rock, Jazz, 
Country, Soul, more. 651-224-4947.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
PATES ROOFING. Finest in residential 
roofing. Local ref erences. License 
#RR155317. Insured. Member BBB. Call 
651-690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

KEVIN’S PAINTING. Interior/Exterior. 
Wood frame, stucco. Pressure wash-
ing, gutter cleaning, snow removal. 
Insured. 651-699-2832.

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
PAINTING, WALL-PAPER HANGING, 
CEILING TEXTURING. MODERATE 
PRICES; FREE ESTIMATES. LICENSED, 
BOND ED,  INSURED.  MERRIAM 
PARK PAINTING. ED, 651-224-3660; 
“A NEIGHBOR YOU CAN TRUST.” 
MPPAINTING.COM

HOME IMPROVEMENT
PAINTING. WALLPAPER. Patch. Interior. 
Exterior. Small jobs wanted. Jim, 612-
202-5514.

*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*
Kitchens, doors, windows, base-
ments. Additions, decks, fences, 
porches. Reasonable rates. Personal, 
professional, proficient. Free es-
timates. “Building Brocks”, 651- 
285-3237.

ALEXANDER’S PAINTING. High quality 
work at affordable rates. Full service 
interior/exterior. Free estimates. 651-
246-2869; www.painteral.com

STEVE’S PAINTING. Quality Interior/
Exterior; 30+ years; good references. 
651-207-2249. stevepaintsmsp@
gmail.com

CARPENTRY/SHEETROCK. Framing. 
Remodeling. Tile. Professional. 
Reasonable. Estimates. Frank, 651-
276-7094.

CARPENTRY/REMODELING. Kitchen, 
Bath specialty. 25+ years’ excep-
tional experience. Licensed. Insured. 
Martin, 612-701-5394.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
STAIRWAY BALUSTERS and column 
bases replicated plus other wood-
turning and woodworking. 612- 
940-7591 or theturningpointwood 
works.com

*BATHROOM REMODELING*
Low water pressure? Sinks, toilets, 
tubs/surrounds, etc. Ceramic tile. 612-
275-9815. Basement bath?

RUBEN’S CONCRETE. Free estimates. 
Steps, sidewalks, driveways. 30 years’ 
experience. 651-500-0980.

LICENSED PLUMBER available for your 
old home’s remodel and plumbing 
improvements. GC inquiries welcome. 
Paul, 651-263-3623. DannerPlumbing.
com

*BATHROOMS*
YoungCastle Bathrooms specializing 
in bathroom design, repair, creation 
and remodeling. Great savings! Call 
for free consultation. 651-257-4706; 
www.youngcastlebathrooms.com

MASONRY REPAIR. Brick, foundation, 
stairs, sidewalks, tuckpointing, small 
concrete. Daniel, 612-804-6818. 

HOME IMPROVEMENT
EVERYTHING DRYWALL. Sheetrock, 
plaster, textures, skim coating and 
painting. Insured. David, 612- 
554-3028.

YOUR LOCAL source for con-
crete work. Driveways, Sidewalks, 
Patios and More. Call 612-930-7071. 
NeighborhoodConcrete.com

MARK’S CONCRETE. Free Estimates. 
New sidewalks, patios, drives, resur-
face walls and floors. 763-607-3941.

S H O W C A S E  H OM E  PA I N T I N G 
PROFESSIONAL PAINTING SERVICES 
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR INCLUDING 
GLAZING, STAINING, GARAGES. FULLY 
INSURED CALl MARTEY FOR A FREE 
ESTIMATE 651-917-7982

HOUSE RENOVATION  water damage 
expert, decks, porches, doors, win-
dows, fences, gutters, bathrooms, 
painting, storage needs, 20+yrs, Paul, 
651-315-9826.

HOME SERVICES    
MYVILLAGER HOME SERVICES category 
offers handyman, moving, window and 
gutter cleaning services, repair and 
clean out services, hauling, demoli-
tion, painting etc. Advertise YOUR 
Home Service in the next MyVillager! 
Call 651-699-1462 ext 10 or email 
WantAds@MyVillager.com 

BURTON’S RAIN Gutter Service. 
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired. Since 
1973. Insured, bonded. License 
#BC126373; 651-699-8900. (c) 651- 
398-9629

LIGHTHOUSE MOVING. St. Paul busi-
ness since 2004. A+ rating with the 
Minnesota Better Business Bureau. 
Licensed/Insured. 651-387-2955 
LighthouseMoving.com

GUTTER CLEANING & Repair. 29th year 
in Villager area. Fully insured for your 
peace of mind. Call us today. Free 
estimates, 651-287-0970.

Continued page 18

coach a chance to see what he has to work with. 
“We have to learn a lot about how to make them better 

players,” Walsh said. “That’s the challenge.” 
An encouraging sign has been players going hard at 

6:30 a.m. weight sessions and morning workouts. He’ll 
find out how that translates to the field when the Raiders 
open the season on September 1 at Spring Lake Park. 

Jensen faces a different situation at Minnehaha. This 
is his first year as the head boys’ soccer coach, but he has 
served as a coach of younger Redhawk teams on the pitch 
and as a varsity assistant. 

“The first week is tough,” Jensen said. “The kids played 
soccer together during the summer, but we started with 
some hard conditioning.” 

There was also a “placement” practice designed to help 
Jensen make some critical decisions. In addition to the 
varsity, Minnehaha has a pair of JV soccer squads. One 
is the traditional team where players could get called 
up to the varsity, while the other is along the lines of a 
freshman squad for players new to the sport and those 
who still have a lot to learn. 

“We don’t cut anybody,” Jensen said. “We’ll place them 
all on a team. You want them to grow. We’re not that big 
of a school. There may be an opportunity for an eighth-
grader to move up.”

At the end of the first week, Jensen had arranged 
scrimmages for his team against Totino-Grace and Simley 
and a later against Johnson. “At a school like ours, it’s 

important to schedule the right teams,” Jensen said. “I 
want to challenge our guys.” 

The Redhawks went 8-7-1 last year. Sawyer Boehm, the 
IMAC Player of the Year in 2021, is now at Gustavus. Still, 
Jensen felt there was enough talent returning to schedule 
nonconference games at DeLaSalle, which went 16-1 last 
year, and Saint Croix Prep, which went to the section 
championship game. 

Jensen is installing a new formation he hoped would be 
ready to be rolled out when the season opened at Breck 
on August 30. “We have the personnel to execute the new 
formation,” he said. “We have a good nucleus returning.” 
On the flip side, there was a mere week to get everything 
in place for the opener.  

Moening has been coaching Highland Park cross-
country runners for two decades. Accordingly, he 
knows every season is different. This fall presents some 
unique challenges for Moening and the Scots. The girls 
are the defending Class AA state champions and have 
won the last 10 straight Saint Paul City Conference 
championships. The boys finished second in the state and 
have won three of the last four City Conference crowns. 
Both were ranked among the best teams in the state as 
the new season unfolds. 

All of that means nothing now. On the girls’ side, 
Moening’s daughter Molly, a runner extraordinaire, has 
gone off to college in Vermont. However, there are several 
strong legs returning. Ellie Moore, Sam Palm and Ziva 
Westrich, who were all among the top 41 state finishers 
last year, are back for another run. 

On the boys’ side, Davis Isom, Ben Martin and Gavin 
Roberts finished in the top 27 at last year’s state meet and 
are seniors this year. 

Moening is a creature of habit. So on the first day of 
official practice, the roughly 100 strong Scots dutifully 
took to the Highland golf course for a 1.5-mile run to 
work the kinks out. Moening then broke his charges into 
groups of eight or so, matching runners with others of 
similar ability. “We have some very dedicated kids,” he 
said. “Some of them ran 500 miles this summer.” 

Unlike football and soccer, cross-country doesn’t have 
scrimmages. Instead, there are several scoring meets 
that lead up to a series of climaxes. The first  is the City 
Conference meet on October 17, followed by the section 
meet and, if all goes well, a return to state on November 5. 
The last meet is already circled on the team’s calendar. 

Accordingly, Moening will build slowly, placing 
runners in different meets with the goal of having the best 
group available when the championship season starts in 
mid-October. “It’s a process,” he said. “The goal is to get 
them used to the pace and build their way up.” 

Walsh and Jensen use scrimmages to set their lineups 
for their season openers. Moening uses the five meets on 
his regular-season schedule to prep for the big three runs 
at the end of the season. “The kids want to go as fast as 
they can right now,” he said. It’s an understandable itch, 
but Moening knows they need to scratch it at the end of 
the year, not in September.

Dave Wright can be reached at dwright53@msn.com.

SAINT THOMAS ACADEMY
League: Suburban Maroon
Previous record: 10-1
Coach: Dan O’Brien

Key players: senior running back Love 
Adebayo, junior running back Savion Hart, 
senior running back Maclean Lauber, se-
nior inside linebacker Jackson Cercioglu.

Outlook: O’Brien said he lost some key 
players on both the offensive and defen-
sive lines, but has returnees in the skill 
positions. The running backs are deep and 
talented, but O’Brien also cautioned that 
his squad could use improvement on the 
offensive line. “I’m hopeful,” he said about 
the season. The Cadets generally find a way 
to win whether they’re rebuilding or not.

SMB WOLFPACK 
(SPA/Minnehaha/Blake)

League: Twin City Green
Previous record: 6-4
Coach: Chris Goodwin

Key players: junior quarterback Merrick 
Woods, junior running back Landon Dil-

lon, junior defensive tackle Trent Page, se-
nior inside linebacker Joey Stolpestad.

Outlook: Assistant coach Joe Protzmann 
said the Wolfpack will be “competitive 
again.” He likes his defensive front seven,  
but said the defensive backfield is a chal-
lenge. SMB has 12 starters back eager to 
show their experience will pay dividends. 
“If we’re not playing Holy Angels in the 
section final, it’ll be a disappointment,” 
Protzmann said.

TWO RIVERS
League: Suburban Maroon
Previous record: 0-9
Coach: Tom Orth

Key players: junior running back/defen-
sive end Riley Pearce, junior defensive line-
man/tight end Max Mogelson, senior line-
backer/running back Gabe Goldenman.

Outlook: The Warriors have a good mix of 
junior and senior players, Orth said, but he 
knows improvement must come in incre-
ments. “Each week our goal is to be 1-0,” 
Orth said. “We have some nice individual 
players, but depth as a team is always a 
concern.”

Central
Sept. 2 at Washburn ………………………………
Sept. 10 vs. Richfield ………………………………
Sept. 17 at Como Park ……………………………
Sept. 24 vs. Highland Park at Bakken ……
Oct. 1 vs. Johnson …………………………………
Oct. 7 at North ………………………………………
Oct. 14 vs. Mound Westonka …………………
Oct. 19 at Mpls. North ……………………………

Cretin-Derham Hall
Sept. 1 at Spring Lake Park ……………………
Sept. 9 vs. Mahtomedi ……………………………
Sept. 16 at STA ………………………………………
Sept. 23 vs. Apple Valley …………………………
Sept. 30 vs. Chaska ………………………………
Oct. 7 at Irondale  …………………………………
Oct. 14 at Two Rivers ……………………………
Oct. 19 vs. Hastings ………………………………

Highland Park
Sept. 1 at  Southwest ………………………………
Sept. 9 vs. Bloomington Kennedy …………
Sept. 16 vs. Johnson ………………………………
Sept. 24 vs. Central at Bakken ………………
Oct. 1 at Como Park ………………………………
Oct. 7 at Mound Westonka ……………………
Oct. 15 vs. North Saint Paul ……………………
Oct. 19 vs. Saint Croix Lutheran ……………

Saint Thomas Academy
Sept. 1 vs. South Saint Paul ……………………
Sept. 9 at Two Rivers ……………………………
Sept. 16 vs. CDH ……………………………………
Sept. 23 at Hastings ………………………………
Sept. 30 vs. Irondale ………………………………
Oct. 7 at Mahtomedi ………………………………
Oct. 13 vs. Apple Valley …………………………
Oct. 19 at Tartan ……………………………………

SMB Wolfpack
Sept. 2 vs. Fridley …………………………………
Sept. 9 at North Saint Paul ……………………
Sept. 16 vs. DeLaSalle ……………………………
Sept. 23 vs. Minneapolis North ………………
Sept. 30 at Park Center …………………………
Oct. 7 vs. Richfield …………………………………
Oct. 14 at Bloomington Kennedy ……………
Oct. 19 at Providence Academy ………………

Two Rivers
Sept. 2 at Tartan ……………………………………
Sept. 9 vs. STA ………………………………………
Sept. 16 at Saint Louis Park ……………………
Sept. 23 vs. Hill-Murray …………………………
Oct. 1 vs. Apple Valley ……………………………
Oct. 7 at Hastings …………………………………
Oct. 14 vs. CDH ………………………………………
Oct. 19 at Simley ……………………………………

2022 high school football schedules

12b WRIGHT CALL

12b FOOTBALL PREVIEW
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
HOME SERVICES   

ALL AMERICAN One, LLC. Bonded, li-
censed, insured. MN. License 
#BC635082. Big or small. Everything 
from chimneys to basements. Stop 
leaks. All jobs done. Free estimates. 
BBB. Angie’s. Jeff, 651-285-1937.

WINDOW CLEANING. 29th year in 
Villager area. Fully insured for your 
peace of mind. Call us today. Free 
estimates. Call 651-287-0970.

HANDYMAN FROM A-Z. Quality work, 
30 years’ experience. 651-483-8581, 
Jerry.

*RELIABLEMAINTENANCE
ANDREPAIR.COM*

Remodeling and Handyman Services. 
MN License #BC665235. 651-262-9765.

CLEAN OUT accumulated, stored 
junk/debris. Hauling. Reasonable. 
Frank, 651-276-7094.

*CILEK FURNITURE REPAIR*
Complete chair re-glue since 1960. 
651-699-4022.

*GUTTER CLEANING*
It’s that time of the year again! 
Protect your roof and have your gut-
ters cleaned today. Call Ryan, 651-
690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

F R E D D I E ’ S  J U N K  R e m o v a l . 
Commercial. Residential. Low rates. 
Free estimates. 651-442-0993.

WOOD DECKS/Wood Fences. License 
#BC581059. Troy’s Decks & Wood 
Fences, 651-210-1387.

GUTTER CLEANING! $99 1 Story - 
$125 2 Story. Call Today. 612-
432-1473. Harris Cleaning.

URBANSCAPES YARD&GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE SERVICES-WEEDING, 
SHRUB & SMALL TREE PRUNING & 
WINTER SNOW SHOVELING. ASK FOR 
MARTEY 651-917-7982.

Continued

Total Lawn Maintenance
Landscaping Projects
Shrub Maintenance

kernlawnservice.com
In business since 1984

Major Credit Cards aCCepted
651.207.5396

LAWN SERVICE

LANdSCApINg

HOUSECLEANING
EXCELLENT CLEANING, reasonable 
rates, reliable, experienced. Estimates 
available. Ann, 651-776-7834.

NICCI MAIDS. Professional House    
cleaning Services. Bonded and in-
sured. References. 651-253-5561.

MB’S CLEANING SERVICE. 28 years in 
business. Seasonal cleaning specials. 
$50 off 1st cleaning. Gift certificates. 
651-225-1960. mbscleaning.com

L + A CLEAN MACHINE. Quality service. 
Good pricing. Residential and com-
mercial cleaning. 770-837-1333.

QUALITY CLEANING you can depend 
on. 20+ years’ experience. Rita’s 
Cleaning, 612-414-9241.

*SPARKLING CLEANING*
Reliable, great references, and hon-
est. Call/Text: Maria, 651-245-9027.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNOW
FEW THINGS ADD more curb appeal 
than a thick, healthy lawn showcasing 
your beautifully landscaped property. 
Advertise your business in the Lawn 
and Landscape Classifieds in upcom-
ing MyVillagers. Call 651-699-1462 ext 
10 or email WantAds@MyVillager.com

*P.H.M. INC.*
MURPHY’S LAWN & LANDSCAPE. 
pat@PHMincorporated.com or
w w w. P H M i n co r p o ra te d .co m .
651-231-7748.

THE BEST Landscaping Services. 
Bluhm Brothers Landscaping. Design. 
Tree, shrub and plant knowledge, in-
stallation, grading, sodding, beds and 
gardens. Paver patios, walks, drives. 
Versa-Lok retaining walls. 651-227-
2584; www.bluhmbrothers.com

LAWN SERVICE. Spring cleanups. 
Gutter cleaning/repair; dethatch-
ing, tree/bush service. Insured. 651-
699-2832.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNOW
CREATIVE DESIGNS. I can help you in-
stall. Horticulture Degree, U of MN. 
Certified Nursery and Landscape 
Pro fe ss i o n a l .  L i v i n g  S pa ce 
Landscapes. Scott Solomonson, 612-
868-7787; LandscapesByScott.com

CNT LAWN CARE and Snow Removal. 
Hedge trimming. Highland resident. 
Chris, 651-757-6339.

TREE SERVICE. Local Tree Tech, li-
censed, insured, clean, efficient.  
Dean, 651-298-0781.

*HIGHLAND TREE CARE, LLC.*
Certified Arborist. Licensed. Insured. 
Free estimates. Removals, pruning, 
stumps. Brian, 612-735-9110. 

SEASONAL CLEANUP. Brush removal, 
light tree trimming, rototilling, haul-
ing. Jud, 651-230-2354.

SNOW SHOVELING. Snelling/Selby 
Area. Jim. 612-202-5514.

SNOW REMOVAL, Lawn Service. 
Contracts from $160. Gutter cleaning, 
Fall cleanups. Insured. 651-699-2832.

COMPUTER/INTERNET/TV
HIGHLAND COMPUTERS. Full service 
Mac & PC repair. 474 Hamline. 651-
207-8276.

EXPERT COMPUTER REPAIR - Windows 
and Mac, Desktops and Laptops, 
Hardware and Software. $15 off labor 
when ad mentioned (Services over 
$79, parts not included). HACKER 
ATTACKERS - 1606 Randolph Ave. 651-
414-0017.

OFFICE/PROOFREADING
WRITE AWAY CREATIVE. Transcription. 
Typing. Copy Editing. Legal, academic, 
memoirs. 651-690-4779.

SEWING/TAILORING
HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations. 
Tailoring. Women. Men. Mon-Fri 10-6, 
Sat 9-3.  712 South Cleveland. 651-
698-6117. HighlandTailors.com

ENTERTAINMENT
SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular songs 
from across the decades; weddings, 
private parties; listen at www.john
mischke.com. Call 651-647-0659.

MUSIC INSTRUCTION
PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana University. 
Lawrence Wilson, 651-699-0812.

GUITAR/UKULELE Lessons. Suzuki/
Traditional. Classical/Popular. All 
Ages. In-person/online lessons avail-
able. Gene Swanson, 651-269-6983.

PIANO TUNING/ REPAIR
GAVINPIANO.COM. Registered piano 
tuner/technician. See website for 
coupon. 651-644-3111.

TIME TO Tune? Sticky Keys? Excellent 
Service. Call/Text Torger, 651-
230-0193.

TUNING SPECIAL $75. Evening and 
weekend appointments available. 
Outstanding service and experience 
since 2005. Jim Gardner, 612 327-6698.

INSTRUCTION
TUTORING. ACT prep. Math, writing, 
most subjects Middle School and up. 
Over 20 years experience. In-home 
or by Zoom. Reasonable rates. 651-
387-3883. hansenmin@msn.com.

Fabulous Customer Reviews!
Experts specializing in…

Patching Window/Stucco Repairs Stone—New & Repair
New Stucco Re-Stucco Sandblasting

BUILDING THE FUTURE —
RESTORING THE PAST

Aaron Cole

Lance SmithSMITHCOLE.COM

651-497-9891

Exterior/Interior
Home Painting

Exterior Home Painting • Wall & Ceiling Repair
Spray Texture • Fine Enameling • Home Repairs

651-497-9891

HigHland Park
 P A I N T E R S

Nilles
Builders, Inc.

525 Ohio St.
• Additions
• Roofing
• Siding
• Remodeling
• Concrete
• Garages

 222-8701

MN Lic.
#4690

6
5
1

www.nillesbuilders.com

Plaster Repair • Drywall Taping
Texture Ceilings • Painting

612-272-3697
Insured  Specializing since 1992  Free Estimates

VISIONS TREE SERVICE
24 Hour Emergency Storm Service
                      Expert Climbers • Professional Service

                        Tree Trimming & Removal • Stump Removal

 651-464-3317
  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

LOCALLY OWNED
& OPERATED

Residential
Commercial
FREE ESTIMATES

651-373-1264

Small Concrete Jobs
Bobcat & Dump Truck
PanianConstruction.com

#BC319518Est. 1976

Tuckpointing
Chimneys

Stone & Brick Work
Foundation Repair

RUG
CLEANING

Free pick up & delivery
Ask about our

Pet Urine Removal Treatment
Cleaned with non-toxic products

NatureWise ChemDry
651-341-0933 Text or Call

naturewisechemdry.com
West 7th ~ Locally Owned

HELP WANTED
This newspaper will not knowingly 
 accept any advertising which is in 
violation of the law. No attention to 
race, color, religion, sex, sexual ori-
entation, gender identity, national 
origin, veteran or disability status 
will be allowed. Equal employment 
opportunity.

PART-TIME MAINTENANCE/Custodial 
help needed for Condominium build-
ing in Highland Park. Call for more 
details, 651-690-3400. 

FOR RENT - RESIDENTIAL
All real estate or rental advertising 
in this newspaper is subject to the 
Fair Housing Act. This newspaper will 
not knowingly  accept any advertising 
which is in violation of the law. Equal 
housing opportunity.

SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM Apartment 
Homes available in the Highland 
Park and Crocus Hill areas. Call 
651-698-6111 today for rental in-
formation on several communities 
professionally managed by Mid 
Continent Management Corp. 

710 LINCOLN AVENUE. Third floor in 
elegant home. Separate entrance. 
2 bedroom, 1 bath. $1500 includes 
utilities.  Craigslist.com 7517768751
651-227-3916.

ROOM FOR RENT in Highland Park, 
1561 Scheffer Ave. $650/Mo. 651-
202-3070, 701-260-9969.

FOR RENT - COMMERCIAL
300 S/F SUITE. Upper level, gross 
rent, call for showing and additional 
details. Premier office location, 241 
South Cleveland Ave. (corner of 
Cleveland and St. Clair). 651-602-7095

.

Roof
RepaiRs

Save Thousands
Over Replacement!
Complete Roofing Services

Since 1972

VB, inc.
Vern Buckman

612-599-8200 cell
651-731-1291 office

Lic.#20216197

ConCrete
Sidewalks & Steps

glass bloCk
windows

(Good for basements, etc.)
BRICK, BLOCK

& stuCCO RepaIR
Over 25 yrs. Experience

Lic • Bonded • Ins
Call Mark Larson
651-642-5090

ROOMMATE WANTED
ROOMMATE WANTED. 2-bedroom, 
2-bath, furnished. Washer/dryer in 
unit. Pool/exercise room controlled 
entry/bbq pits/jacuzzi/fireplace. No 
smoking, pet friendly. $800 per 
month. Available immediately. 
Located: River Crossing Apartments, 
1730 Graham Avenue West, Highland 
Park. Contact Joanne; 651-398-3753.

LEGAL NOTICES
STATE OF MINNESOTA CERTIFICATE OF 
ASSUMED NAME, Minnesota Statutes, 
Chapter 333. The filing of an assumed 
name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The 
filing is required for consumer pro-
tection in order to enable consumers 
to be able to identify the true owner 
of a business. The following person 
and LLC are now doing business as 
Post Motion: 1203 Cleveland Ave. S., 
St. Paul MN 55116 US. By typing my 
name, I, the undersigned, certify that 
I am signing this document as the 
person whose signature is required, 
or as agent of the person(s) whose 
signature would be required who 
has authorized me to sign this docu-
ment on his/her behalf, or in both 
capacities. I further certify that I have 
completed all required fields, and 
that the information in this docu-
ment is true and correct and in com-
pliance with the applicable chapter 
of Minnesota Statutes. I understand 
that by signing this document I am 
subject to the penalties of perjury 
as set forth in Section 609.48 as if 
I had signed this document under 
oath. Date filed: 8/01/2022. Signed 
by: Christopher P. Denny. Mailing 
Address: 1203 Cleveland Ave. S., St. 
Paul MN 55116 US. Email for Official 
Notices: chris@postmotion.tv.

Stump Grinding &
Ash Tree Injection
 ISA Certified Arborist
Dave  651 492 5216

      HYDEAND
     HARMSEN
 C O N S T R U C T I O N

Rotten Wood?

Window sills, casings & trim
replaced, storm windows

Andy  651-698-3156
www.harmsenoberg.com

SERVICE DIRECTORY

TM

www.landscapesbyscott.com

Scott Solomonson’s cell:
   612.868.7787

InterConnect
Landscaping LLC

Family Owned

651-925-7356
No project too small.
• Lawn care   • Snow removal

• All landscaping projects
• Junk removal

interconnectlandscaping.com

New CoNstruCtioN 
decks, doors, porches,

restoration & more

JL
OF

serViCes

651-276-8233

Remodel
Renovate
RestoRe

Click through our
Classifi ed Ads at 
MyVillager.com
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SERVICE DIRECTORY

Lic. #RR155317Licensed • Bonded • Insured
PatesRoofing.com

Serving the Community and
Metro area for over 25 years

Finest in Residential Roofing

651-690-3956

  Weaver Electric
Residential and Commercial Wiring

Low Rates  - Immediate Response  - Troubleshooting
 Office: 651 644-6551 Mobile: 612 599-7353

Licensed Master Electrician Over 30 Years Experience SpieSS
    lumbingi

Repair • Remodeling
RPZ Testing & Water Heaters

Scott Spiess
651-248-3853

Lic. • Bonded • Insured    Lic.# 059373-pm

ROOFING
     NILLES

        Builders, Inc.                 651 222-8701
   Full Warranty   MN Lic. #4690

www.nillesbuilders.com

Steigauf Brothers
~ Since 1980 ~  COMPLETE

Landscaping, Lawn
& snow pLowing services

residential & commercial

Mark steigauf   651-698-0395

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

8-Time Super Service Award Winner
www.earlsfloorsanding.com

Sanding    Install    Refinishing
Repair    Maintenance

F loor  Sanding

(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140 
www.PaintingByJerryWind.com

FREE ESTIMATES

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Wallpaper Stripping/
    Skim Coating
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing
• Plaster/Sheetrock Repair

ExteriorsbyDesignExteriorsbyDesign

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Interior & Exterior

• Free Estimates • References

                  Call Jesse 651-206-2454
#BC738852 ExteriorsByDesignLLC.com

Helping your home since 1977.

525 Ohio Street
St. Paul, MN 55107
651-222-8701 #EA761612

INSURED•BONDED•LICENSED nillesbuilders.com

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
& RENOVATIONS

• Additions
• Roofi ng
• Siding

• Remodeling
• Concrete
• Garages

ROGERS MaSOnRy
651224-6985

www.Rogers–Masonry.com
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

• Stone Foundation Repair
• Brick/Stone Building Restoration

All Repair/Restoration done to Heritage
Preservation Commission (HPC) specifications

Chimney RepaiR
& TuCkpoinTing

Schedule Your Fall & Winter  
Tree Trimming and Shrub Prunning.

Roger Gatz    651  699-7022
  rogertree.com  Trimming • STump removal • removalS 

Your Neighborhood Certified Arborist

Roger’s
Tree

Service

24 HR EmERgEncy SERvicE
Tree Removal/Tree & 

Shrub Pruning & More
★ ★ 32 Years Exp ★ ★ 651.690.3200

allseasonstreemn.com

ALL SEASONSALL SEASONSALL SEASONS
T R E E  S E R V I C E

ALL SEASONSALL SEASONS
T R E E  S E R V I C E
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Burton’s Rain
Gutter Service

 • Clean • Repair • Install
    www.burtonsraingutter.comwww.burtonsraingutter.com
Licensed • Bonded • Insured                

Burton R. Johnson    
1864 Grand Ave. MN ID#BC126373 

(C) 651-398-9629

651699-8900

Quality brush &
stump removal
• Small Tree Removal  • Tree Prunning
• Hedge/Shrub Removal & Trimming

                   612-369-1987No Job too Small  
Call Mike Arborist

Landscape

jeffmenard.mn@gmail.com
651•436•6568

Jeff Menard

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Drainage Problems?
Retaining Walls

patios – steps – Walks
      

ABEL’S CONCRETE

CELL: 651263-6572
FREE ESTIMATES

New & Repair • Foundation Repair
Brick • Tuckpointing • Concrete
Chimney Repair • Glass Block
Windows • Sidewalks & Steps

Remodeling • Painting • Roofing

LICENSED
INSURED Floyd Anderson

Concrete Construction
Steps, sidewalks, driveways, patios,

exposed aggregate patios, blockwork,
patching basement & garage floors.
Call 651644-8567

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

LOCKSMITH
Fast Mobile Service

                           716 So. Cleveland
               651690-4443

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

PR
OFESSIONAL 

LOCKSMITHS 

Babcock & Son
S E C U R I T Y  C O R P O R AT I O N

Peter Wilson DryWall
& Plaster rePair

95% Dust-Free 
Vacuum Sanding!

651-246-4758
Peterwilsondrywall.com

Since 1986N M

ConCrete & 
Masonry

new, repair & replace
step repair

Bobcat • Dump Truck
Demolition • Landscaping

Gary 651-423-6666

Chad Arneson

Rating

LEGAL NOTICES
STATE OF MINNESOTA CERTIFICATE OF 
ASSUMED NAME, Minnesota Statutes, 
Chapter 333. The filing of an assumed 
name does not provide a user with 
exclusive rights to that name. The fil-
ing is required for consumer protec-
tion in order to enable consumers to 
be able to identify the true owner of 
a business. The following person and 
LLC are now doing business as Mental 
Wellbeing NP: 428 Minnesota St., 
Suite 500, St. Paul MN 55101 US. By 
typing my name, I, the undersigned, 
certify that I am signing this docu-
ment as the person whose signature 
is required, or as agent of the 
person(s) whose signature would be 

LEGAL NOTICES
required who has authorized me to 
sign this document on his/her behalf, 
or in both capacities. I further certify 
that I have completed all required 
fields, and that the information in 
this document is true and correct and 
in compliance with the applicable 
chapter of Minnesota Statutes. I un-
derstand that by signing this docu-
ment I am subject to the penalties of 
perjury as set forth in Section 609.48 
as if I had signed this document 
under oath. Date filed: 8/08/2022. 
Signed by: Stacey Mietus. Mailing 
Address: 428 Minnesota St., Suite 500, 
St. Paul MN 55101 US. Email for Official 
Notices: stmietus@gmail.com.

HageConcrete.com

BBBSM

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

ESCOBAR 
HARDWOOD FLOORS, LLC
• Installation  • Repair  • Refinishing
• Sanding (Dust Free)  • 18 yrs exp

Free Estimates
 651-230-7232    952-292-2349
 escobarflooring@gmail.com

Mike

Mohs
ConstruCtion

3 Generations of Craftsmanship ★ Since 1963
www.mikemohsconstruction.com

Call Scott Mohs   612-701-2209

Roofing – All Types • Flat Roofing – Rubber or Tin
Windows & Skylights • Decks & Porches

Siding & Exterior Wood • Gutters
                                                                                                              MN Lic. BC005456

BBB®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Honesty & Integrity for 50 Years

You need 
a patio or 
landscape 
update! 

 

 

  

Find us online at

MCQBRos.CoM
MinneaPolis & st. Paul

612.888.8207

WHOLE HOME
CLIMATE CONTROL

FREE SECOND OPINION • ESTIMATE MATCH
Call 612.888.8207 todaY!

YOUR LOCAL
WINDOW

REPLACEMENT
EXPERTS

Register Now for our
Quarterly Window Webinar

Replace Your
Storm Windows

See your ad in our
E-Editions

https://myvillager.com/e-editions/



    

coldwellbankerhomes.com

Crocus Hill 821 Grand Ave. 
651-227-9144

Highland Park 1991 Ford Pkwy. 
651-698-2481

     

KRISTA WOLTER
612-247-5106

$1,795,000

www.HomeOnPleasantLake.com

TRADITIONAL BRICK TWO STORY!   
You’ll love the gourmet kitchen w/high-end appliances, 
expansive granite counters, large informal DR and sun-
room that walks out to the backyard. Owners’ suite with 
custom designed walk-in closet, wet bar 
& lavish bath. Located in the Mounds 
View School Dist. & close to Pleasant Lk.
www.NorthOaksDream.com

KRISTA WOLTER
 612-247-5106 • $1,650,000

1000’ OF LAKESHORE ON CEDAR LAKE.   
This ‘to-be-built’ home will take advantage of all 
lakeshore views, enjoying the morning sun, after-
noon activity on the lake and picturesque evenings. 
This peninsula lot with over 1,000’ 
of lakeshore is also available as a 
lot without the home.
www.KristaWolter.com

KRISTA WOLTER
 612-247-5106 • $1,595,000

PLEASANT LAKE ESTATE!  
This all brick home has panoramic and sunset views from 
several rooms and an open, spacious floor plan. Gourmet 
kitchen has high end appliances with Wolf induction cook-
top & wall oven, SubZero refrigerator, along with custom 
cabinetry, & granite counters. The owners’ suite features a 
private balcony, large private bath and walk-in closet with 
private laundry.  

BEAUTIFUL SETTING!!!
2280 Orwell Ct N: Impeccably well 
maintained 3 bedroom, 2 bath, Stillwater 
home close to Fairy Falls situated on a 
very private 0.792 acre lot. 

    

         JIM BURTON
 612-723-7653 • $449,500

JUST LISTED!!!
2454 Beverly Rd: Immaculate 3 bed-
room situated in a wonderful Desnoyer 
Park neighborhood just steps to the river. 
Updated kitchen, windows 
and mechanical systems. 
Beautiful yard.  

         JIM BURTON
 612-723-7653 • $574,500

ONLY SECOND OWNER……989 ENGLEWOOD!
For this vintage bungalow with all its origi-
nal charm, beautiful woods and staircase, 
3 plus bedrooms on a lot and half - oppor-
tunity knocks!! Call Lolly for 
details!

LOLLY MCNEELY SALMEN
612-810-4138 • $199,900

SOLD IN 2 DAYS • $33,000 OVER LIST!
Todays market requires thoughtful and 
knowledgeable pricing to get the most out 
of your home sale. Call me for a personal and 
thoughtful review to get your 
home ready for market. 1013 
Como Place. Call TJ for details.
TJ@cbrealty.com  

TJ PIERRET
651-755-6669 • $283,500

1151 EDMUND
Beautiful 3BR, 2BA in Hamline Midway.  
The home features an updated kitchen, 
2 updated baths, a huge 2+ car garage,  
new mini split air conditioning 
system and updated windows.  
The home is loaded with 
charm and is truly turn key.    

        TOM DISTAD
  612-432-4771 • $319,900

LAKE NOKOMIS CHARMER!
The sun-drenched living room boasts the original 
fireplace & large windows. Updated kitchen & baths. 
Three season sunroom recently renovated w/new 
flooring & windows; perfect for morn-
ing coffee! The upstairs primary suite 
is very spacious. The LL is fully fin-
ished w/family room & workout area.  

MORAGHAN DeROSIA
952-486-3697 • $459,900

GORGEOUS REMODEL – 1528 LINCOLN
Elegant brick home exquisitely remodeled from 
top to bottom while retaining original charac-
ter. 5BR/5BA, over 5,000 sq ft. Open house 
this weekend, call/text for time and date.
www.wahlbergtoohey.com  
MICHAELA TOOHEY 
PHILIP WAHLBERG 
651-336-2410
$1,575,000

Put your home here…
And get results!

79 WESTERN UNIT 602
Spectacular top-floor SW facing condo in the Historic 
Commodore Hotel. Features include elevators, private outdoor 
shared patio space, w/underground parking & FP. Open & airy, 
sunny & bright, w/impressive views, you’ll love the short walk to 
Frosts, University Club, Summit Ave & the shops & restaurants 
on Grand/Selby! Call today!    
BRIAN WAGNER
651-497-4387
SARAH KINNEY
MATCHMAKER

445 LAUREL #1 - CASS GILBERT! 
A Cass Gilbert 2 bed/2 bath Condo w/2  
parking spaces, 2200 tsf of delightful 
detail make this home an oasis of living 
w/ updated kitchen, 3 fire-
places, two porches, amaz-
ing stained glass. Grand 
staircase!    
      BRIAN WAGNER
         651-497-4387

575 SARATOGA.... 
A four BR, 3BA home is waiting for you to walk in 
and call it home! Gas fireplace, central air, an amaz-
ing owner’s suite on the second floor, two BRs on 
the main, w/delightful patio awaiting your fall firepit 
plans. Call Brian Wagner for more information.      

BRIAN WAGNER
651-497-4387
SARAH KINNEY
MATCHMAKER

370 MARSHALL - UNIT 109
A 1BR+ den main floor corner unit condo w/gleaming 
hardwood floors. Updated kitchen appliances & island 
make this open floor plan unit a delight. An expansive 
patio provides a second living room during three sea-
sons of the year.  Call Jean McCahey for a tour today!     

JEAN MCCAHEY
651-270-6409
SARAH KINNEY
MATCHMAKER

PHILIP M. WAHLBERG
651-336-2410

MORAGHAN DeROSIA
952-486-3697

PETER DONOVAN
651-336-8050

TOM EDELSTEIN, CRS
HENRY EDELSTEIN, CRS

651-695-4300

KATHRYN KENNEDY
612-558-6488

LOLLY MCNEELY
SALMEN

612-810-4138

JOE UEBEL
651-341-3599

JIM SEABOLD
651-276-8555

ROBBIE GROSSMAN
651-434-7887

MICHAELA TOOHEY
651-253-6830

KRISTA WOLTER
612-247-5106

TOM & MIKE DISTAD
612-275-1343

SUE JOHNSON
GOOD COMPANY
651-329-1264

BRIAN WAGNER, M.ED.
651-497-4387

ANITA C. HILL
651-707-6408

DEB SOUCHERAY
651-263-0552

JIM BURTON
651-690-8556

SARAH KINNEY
MATCHMAKER
651-231-2211

MARY KNUDSEN
651-335-6619

BETSY MORSE
651-210-4444

CASSANDRA AND ROBERT 
YARBROUGH

651-808-1065

NANCY BERGER
651-236-0636

  DAVID NOVAK, B.Geo.E
612-282-2168

CLASSIC DESIGN, UPDATES GALORE!    
Enjoy the spacious open floorplan of this fantas-
tic 4BR, 2BA rambler in a convenient Highland 
location. Gleaming hardwood floors, gorgeous 
kitchen w/granite, breakfast 
bar, finished lower level, 2-car. 
1285 Saint Paul Ave. *click on
www.teamedelstein.com  

HENRY EDELSTEIN CRS
651-270-1667

NORTHWOODS SETTING IN THE CITY!    
Distinctive 2BR, 2BA is nestled in nature, 
just steps to the river! Formal living room and 
main floor family room, each with a fireplace 
and skylights. Vaulted ceilings, 
owner’s suite with whirlpool 
tub, 2-Car! 610 Otis Ave. *click 
on www.teamedelstein.com  

HENRY EDELSTEIN CRS
651-270-1667

DOWNTOWN MINNEAPOLIS    
Enjoy city living in The Crossings condo.  Three 
bedrooms, many association amenities including, 
heated underground parking, outdoor pool, 24 
hour security and concierge ser-
vice! All connected to the skyway! 
121 Washington Ave S #517.
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

SUE JOHNSON CRS, GRI
651-329-1264 • $349,900

2301 BREWSTER    
Ideally located in N. St. Anthony Park in a charming 
tuck-away neighborhood. GREAT layout & flow, & just 
blocks to award-winning elementary school, middle school, 
library, grocery store, shops, rec cen-
ter. U of M St Paul campus is nearby. 
Larger lot with beautiful landscaping, 
new fencing & new back yard deck!
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

SUE JOHNSON CRS, GRI
651-329-1264 • $329,900
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