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Michelle Renninger has created a collage for the 75th Anniversary of the Oley Valley Community Fair.



DEAR BERKS COUNTRY READ-
ERS>> Can you believe it, we 
are about to celebrate our 
75th annual Oley Valley 
Community Fair.

All of us have heard 
many people say, “Time 
flies when you are having 
fun.” That phrase seems to 
fit perfectly when it comes 
to the Oley Valley Commu-
nity Fair.

I hope I can speak for all 
of you when I say that the 
Oley Fair is certainly lots 
of fun.

I often sit back and think 
what it must have been like 
for a special group of volun-
teers who were responsible 
for starting this fair. What 
were the first meetings like? 
Why did they make certain 
decisions that still stick 
with the fair today?

Then my biggest question 
is, did they ever think that 
the Oley Fair would blossom 
into what it has today?

Of course it goes without 
saying that our fair would 
not be what it is without the 
dedicated hard work of the 
many volunteers that come 
out to help.

Whether you are involved 
all year long with the plan-
ning and preparation or you 
are there to work in one of 
our many food stands, or 
you support the fair in other 
ways, thank you for all you 
do.

You are all the key to a 

successful Oley Fair.
I would like to invite all 

of you to our opening cer-
emonies that will begin at 
noon Thursday, the first day 
of the fair.

This year we will have 
some very special presenta-
tions as well as three indi-
viduals that will talk about 
what the fair was like as 
they were growing up and 
how they have seen it grow.

We will also celebrate 
a ribbon cutting and bell 
ringing that will officially 
open the fair.

As the Oley Fair cele-
brates our 75th fair, iron-
ically our close partner in 
the Oley Fire Company is 
celebrating 125 years of ex-

istence this year. Two great 
organizations working to-
gether for a great commu-
nity. Congratulations to our 
partner, the Oley Fire Com-
pany, on their anniversary 
as well.

So whether you have 
never attended the Oley 
Fair, or you are a regular at-
tendee coming for all that 
favorite fair food, I invite 
you to the Oley Fairgrounds 
to come celebrate the 75th 
fair and partake of all the 
fun and festivities that will 
be taking place.

I will see you at the Oley 
Fair!

Sincerely, 
Kevin D. Bieber 

President

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Oley Valley Community 
Fair is 75 years strong
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Oley Valley Community Fair President Kevin Bieber at the 
fair’s grand opening ceremony last year. 

By Susan Shelly
Reading Eagle correspondent

Fairgoers will be able 
to purchase redware 
plates ,  hand-pa inted 
slates, prints, clothing 
and other merchandise 
commemorating the 75th 
anniversary of the Oley 
Valley Community Fair.

The fair, which fea-
tures exhibits, contests, 
music, food, rides and 
other attractions, opens 
T hursday and r uns 
through Saturday at the 
Oley Fairgrounds, 26 Jef-
ferson St.

It will be open each 
day from 9 a.m. until 10 
p.m. Admission is free, 
but there is a parking fee 
of $5 per car at the fair-
grounds.

Dena Kauffman, fair 
treasurer and a member 
of the 75th anniversary 
committee, said the com-
mittee has been working 
for more than two years 
to choose and commis-
sion merchandise to be 
sold. All items will be 
available for sale at the 
fair’s membership booth.

The fair would have 
celebrated its 75th an-

niversary last year, but 
the event was canceled 
in 2020 due to the pan-
demic.

“It gave us an extra 
year to get everything in 
place,” Kauffman said.

A special item is a 75th 
anniversary Pennsylva-
nia German-inspired red-
ware plate, handmade by 
staff at Robesonia Red-
ware.

“ T hey ’re  beaut i f u l 
plates and bound to be 
collectors’ items,” Kauff-
man said.

Also featured are color 

MERCHANDISE

Commemorating 
a milestone
Items, including 75th anniversary Pennsylvania 
German-inspired redware plate, to be available

MILESTONE >> PAGE 4
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We’re honored to support
the 75th Annual Oley Valley
Community Fair.
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HAROLD HOCH - SPECIAL TO THE READING EAGLE

Dena Kauffman displays some of the many commemorative items for sale at the 75th 
anniversary of the Oley Valley Community Fair. 

and black-and-white col-
lage prints by local artist 
Michelle Renninger. Color 
prints include a collage 
of pictures depicting the 
Oley Fair, including fruits 
and vegetables, food and 
rides.

Black-and-white prints 
feature a collection of 
scenes from previous fairs.

Renninger also hand-
painted slates featur-
ing fair-related scenes. 
They ’re about 5 -by-7-
inches large, according 
to Kauffmann.

“She painted a cou-
ple hundred of them, and 
they’re really nice,” Kauff-
man said. “She’s been 
working on these items 
for quite a while. I think 
the plates, prints and the 
slates will make really nice 
gifts for the holidays this 
year.”

Plates will be sold for 

$45 and slates for $20. 
Prices for other items had 
not yet been determined.

Included in other items 
are a plush cow wear-
ing an Oley Fair T-shirt, 
polo shirts and long- and 
short-sleeve T-shirts, all 
featuring the fair’s new 
logo. Magnets depicting 
the new logo also will be 
available.

The new logo was cho-
sen from one of many 
submitted as part of a 
contest earlier this year.

The winner, Tamara 
Haring of Lobachsville, 
said the image, which 
features cows, wheat , 
corn and a barn with a 
hex sign and a rooster at 
its crest, is a literal repre-
sentation of the farming 
culture of the Oley Valley.

“Oley is all about farm-
ing, tractors, cows, corn 
and a whole lot more,” 
Haring, a professional 
graphic designer, wrote 
in an email. “I love com-
ing up with logo con-
cepts, and I love the Oley 

Fair. I submitted sev-
eral ideas that I thought 
might work and I was 
thrilled that the commit-
tee liked one of mine.”

The logo contest was 
well received and helped 
get people excited about 
the anniversary, Kauff-
man said.

“The fair is always pop-
ular, but I feel like this 
year is really special,” she 
said.

Kauffman, whose great-
grandfather, Warren Le-
vengood, was one of the 
founders of the Oley Fair, 
has been involved with 
the event her entire life.

“I grew up on a farm, 
so I used to enter in the 
hay and grains division,” 
she said.

Her father, Daniel Le-
vengood, is a former fair 
president, and her daugh-
ters, who are now 22 and 
18, are still involved.

“That’s just the way it 
is in our family,” she said. 
“The fair is always a part 
of our lives.”

Milestone
FROM PAGE 2

Work Truck & Van Bodies & Upfitting
Aftermarket Truck Accessories

Custom Lighting
Spray Liner

Hitches, Toolboxes & Ladder Racks
Snowplows & Spreaders
CNCMachine Services
Driveshaft Repair

Maintenance & Repair - Trucks, RVs & Trailers

STOP BYOUROLEY FAIR BOOTH& ENTER TOWIN A PRIZE PACKAGE!

A Tradition of Excellence Since 1936

3417 Pricetown Road, Fleetwood, PA
610-944-7455 • www.levanmachine.com
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By Mike Urban
murban@readingeagle.com

As this year’s Oley Val-
ley Community Fair ap-
proaches, volunteers from 
New Life Bible Fellowship 
Church — as well as 20 other 
local churches — are ready 
to pitch in.

New Life, which is located 
in Oley Township, took over 
running the ice-cream stand 
last year, and also helps 
with selling hamburgers, 
hot dogs, soda, food tickets 
and other items at the event, 
which runs Thursday, Fri-
day and Saturday at the Oley 
Fire Company Fairgrounds.

The church had offered 

to help in any way possible, 
said Executive Pastor Jim 
MacArthur, and when the 
fair association asked it to 
operate the ice cream stand, 
they were quick to agree.

Helping others is a key 
part of the church’s faith, 
said MacArthur and Jor-
dan Mease, who directs the 
church’s children’s ministry.

In total, about 100 volun-
teers from the church will 
work at the fair, and close to 
40 will man the ice cream 
stand over the course of 
three days.

The church has provided 
volunteers to the fair for de-
cades, with the number of 
helpers seeming to increase 
each year, MacArthur said.

“We have a heart to 
serve,” MacArthur said.

Mease said the volunteers 
see it as a great opportunity 

to help the community.
The fair association is 

thankful for the assistance, 
said Kevin D. Bieber, fair 
association president, who 
spoke about how popular 
the ice cream stand is each 
year.

“The kids love snow 
cones, and everybody loves 
the novelty items,” he said.

The event, now in its 75th 
year, has been an all-volun-
teer operation since the be-
ginning, and would not be 
able to be held without the 
local churches doing so 
much work, he said.

“We absolutely could not 
do it without them,” he said.

While New Life’s main 
reason for volunteering 
is to help, volunteers find 
that while selling ice cream 
sandwiches and fudge bars 
they also have a great time 

bonding, with children as 
young as elementary school 
age working next to senior 
citizens, MacArthur and 
Mease said.

“When we’re together ev-
eryone is laughing and tell-
ing stories,” Mease said.

“It really helps us con-
nect as a church commu-
nity,” MacArthur said.

Proceeds from conces-
sion sales go to the fair as-
sociation, which uses them 
to help distribute prize 
money for winners in the 

various event contests.
The fair, which is held at 

26 Jefferson St., Oley, runs 
Thursday and Friday from 
9 a.m. to 10 p.m. and Satur-
day from 9 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Admission is free and 
parking is $5.

CHURCH VOLUNTEERS

‘A heart to serve’

HAROLD HOCH - SPECIAL TO THE READING EAGLE

New Life Bible Fellowship Church acquired the operation of the popular ice cream stand 
at the Oley Valley Community Fair in 2021. At left is Jordan Mease, director of children’s 
ministries, and at right is Jim MacArthur, executive pastor, with volunteers form the 
church behind the serving table. 

Members scoop ice 
cream, sell food to 
help community

WE’RE PASSIONATE ABOUT FRESH FOOD, GREAT PRICES,
AMAZING REWARDS, PHARMACY CARE, ONLINE SHOPPING,

FRIENDLY SERVICE AND TAKING CARE OF YOU!

A smile will radiate sunshine on the cloudiest day
371 Bowers Rd., Kutztown, PA • 610-682-6094

9am-6pm MMMooonnndddaaayyy---SSSSSaaatttuuurrrdddddaaayyy (((ccclllooossseeeddd Sunday)

WE HAVE PLENTY OF THE FOLLOWING
Heirloom Tomatoes

Sauce Tomatoes
Hot Peppers • Sweet Peppers

Eggplant • Pumpkins
Gourds • Squash

PIICCKK YYOOUURR OOWWNN FFIIEELLDDSS NNOOWW OOPPEENN!
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By Michelle Lynch
mlynch@readingeagle.com

Michelle Renninger was 
pleasantly surprised when 
she was named official art-
ist of the 75th Oley Valley 
Community Fair.

The event on the Oley 
Fire Company Fairgrounds, 
would have celebrated its 
75th anniversary last year, 
but was canceled in 2020 
due to the pandemic.

Renninger, 61, of Oley 
Township created several 

original works to commem-
orate the fair’s landmark 
year. These include two 
large paintings, depicting 
early scenes of the fair in 
black and white and a col-
lage of more recent scenes 
in color.

“She just did a beautiful 
job,” said Kevin D. Bieber, 
fair association president.

The original paintings 
will be auctioned on Sat-
urday, the last night of the 
fair.

ART

Self-taught 
artist named 
official fair artist
Michelle Renninger’s original works 
commemorate landmark year

HAROLD HOCH - SPECIAL TO THE READING EAGLE

Michelle Renninger has won prizes at the Oley Valley Community Fair for her collage art. 
RENNINGER » PAGE 7

DRAMATIC
BY DESIGN

Find your new
Cambria quartz countertops

at Wentzel Fabrication.

610-987-6909
WentzelFabrication.com

IINNVVEERRNNEESSSS BBRROONNZZEE™

Happy 75th

Oley Fair!

|    |  READING EAGLE WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 20226 



Prints of the two works 
and slates, hand-painted by 
Renninger with fair-related 
scenes, also will be sold at 
the fair’s membership booth 
and will benefit future fairs.

Renninger also made 
some special souvenirs for 
the fair’s winners, Bieber 
said, but since they are a 
surprise, he refused to say 
more.

“It’s kind of exciting,” 
Renninger said, “because I 
am a nobody. I give all my 
glory to God.”

T hough Renninger 
taught art in a private 
school for six years and has 
been drawing since she was 
old enough to hold a crayon, 
she did not regard herself as 
a professional.

“Art has always been 
a part of my life,” she 
said, “even my kindergar-
ten teacher gave me good 
marks in art. She said I was 
gifted.”

After graduating from 
Boyertown High School, 
Renninger spent a year 
studying art at Montgom-
ery County Community 
College before deciding ac-
ademia was not for her.

“I was not a schoolgirl,” 
she said. “But I am like a 
sponge when it comes to art.”

Last year, her fair entry 
— a whimsically painted 
milk can — won best of 
show in the arts and crafts 
division.

But the journey to her top 
win and selection as official 
fair artist had a few bumps 
along the way.

Though Renninger at-
tended the fair for years, 
the mostly self-taught art-
ist didn’t enter her work un-
til 2018.

That year, two of her 
paintings placed.

The wins gave her a boost 
in confidence, and she set 
her sights on a higher prize.

“Next year, I want one of 
those big ribbons,” she re-
members saying.

Her 2019 entry, a folksy 
interpretation of the fair 

painted on an old cabinet 
door, was a labor of love. 
After hours with a brush 
in her hand, Renninger re-
members thinking, “Well, 
this is the best thing I ever 
did.”

She dropped it off in the 
exhibit hall and said a silent 
prayer, putting the matter 
in God’s hands.

Still, she couldn’t help 
feeling disappointed when 
the doors opened after the 
judging.

“The painting didn’t win 
a thing,” she said.

The colorful fair scene 
may have failed to impress 
the judges, but it caught 
Bieber’s attention.

“I looked at it and 
thought, ‘I’d really like to 
have that hanging in my 

house,’” he said.
He called Renninger and 

offered to buy it. She agreed 
to the sale, and the painting 
now hangs exactly where 
Bieber envisioned it.

One thing led to another, 
he said.

“And long story, short, 
we just made a connection 
then as friends,” he said.

So when the fair’s 75th 
celebration committee 
wanted some custom com-
memorative items that 
could be sold at the fair’s 
membership booth, Bieber 
knew just the right artist 
for the job.

“The fair committee offi-
cially, or unofficially, I guess 
maybe we should say, hired 
her as the official painter of 
the Oley Fair,” he said.

Renninger
FROM PAGE 6

HAROLD HOCH - SPECIAL TO THE READING EAGLE

Michelle Renninger with one of many ribbons she’s won for 
her collage art.

HAROLD HOCH - SPECIAL TO THE READING EAGLE

Renninger’s whimsical collages of the Oley Valley 
Community Fair will be on display at the fair. 

VISIT US TODAY FOR THIS LIMITED-TIME OFFER

Together we do more.®

A deal designed to help you
get the job done right.

MX Series 55.5-63.4 HP Factory cab available

Save big on the comfort and versatility of the MX Series, part of our tractor
lineup rated #1 for durability and owner experience in the U.S.* Stop in for a
demo and to claim this great offer today.

SAVE UP TO$1,100
UP TO48MONTHS
$0 DOWN 0% APR

PLUS

ERB & HENRY EQUIPMENT, INC.
22-26 HENRY AVENUE

NEW BERLINVILLE, PA 19646
610-367-2169

KubotaUSA.com
*Award based on 2021 Progressive Farmer Reader Insights Tractor Study. © Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2022. $0 Down, 0% A.P.R.
nancing for up to 48 months on purchases of new Kubota MX Series equipment from participating dealers’ in-stock inventory is available
to quali ed purchasers through Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Example: 48 monthly payments of $20.83
per $1,000 nanced. Customer instant rebates of $700 are available on qualifying nance or $1,400 on cash purchases of MX Series
equipment. Additional instant rebate of $400 is available with purchase of one new qualifying implement. Some exceptions apply.
Offers expire 9/30/22. Terms subject to change. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations and
warranties, express or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For complete warranty, disclaimer, safety, incentive offer and
product information, consult your Dealer or KubotaUSA.com. 2KBB04032_MX_F1_7-1_0628.indd

See us
at the

Oley Fair!
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By Keith Dmochowski
kdmochowski@readingeagle.
com

Fresh-made soup has 
long warmed the bellies 
of fairgoers in Oley, and 
this year, volunteers with 
the Berks County Pomona 
Grange will again work 
the fair’s iconic soup stand, 
dishing out bowls of steamy 
goodness at the 75th an-
nual Oley Valley Commu-
nity Fair.

Grange volunteer Henry 
Seidel said he staffed the 
stand for the first time 
last year, following the de-
parture of longtime soup 
slinger Norm Ulrich, who 
had served the fair’s fa-
mous chicken corn noodle 
and veggie beef with his 
family since 2010.

“His kids had all gradu-
ated or were in college, so 
they wanted to step away 
from running the stand,” 
Seidel said of Ulrich.

The grange first be-
came involved in the fair 
in 2019, grilling hot dogs, 
burgers and barbecue af-
ter fair organizers asked 
the organization for vol-
unteers, Seidel said.

Fair runners then asked 
the grange to fully staff 
the soup stand in 2020.

The fair was cancelled 
in 2020 due to the pan-
demic, but grangers came 
the following year, ready 
to stew, stir and serve.

Seidel said last year’s ul-
tra-hot September allowed 
grange workers to ease 
into the job and overcome 
initial nerves, since soup 
is usually less sought after 
under a blazing sun.

“I’ve never had to man-
age six to eight boiling pots 

of soup at one time,” Seidel 
said with a laugh, “but it 
was a nice year for us to get 
comfortable doing it.”

The soup stand this year 
will again feature the fair’s 
two staple broths — chunky 
chicken corn noodle and 
savory vegetable beef.

Seasoned grangers are 
busy gearing up for round 
two, Seidel said.

Demand for soup will 
likely be weather depen-
dent, Seidel said, but 
the grange now has the 
manpower and experi-
ence to ladle countless 
cups throughout the fair’s 
three-day run Thursday 
through Saturday at the 
Oley Fire Company Fair-
grounds.

He said a highlight of the 
grange’s involvement last 
year was introducing the 
Oley Fair to grange mem-
bers who’ve never been.

“As a kid, I actually 
showed animals at the Oley 
Fair,” Seidel said. “I always 
felt it was a true commu-
nity fair … it’s kind of a 
small fair, but there’s a ton 
of people who come out.”

Seidel said food never 
fails to be a highlight at 
the fair.

“There’s one stand that 
does french fries, another 
stand does milkshakes, I 
think the high school kids 
usually do apple cider,” 
Seidel said. “It’s all for the 
local community. I just 
think it’s neat.”

FOOD

Grange members 
ready to serve up soup
Volunteers will run the stand for the second straight year

HAROLD HOCH - SPECIAL TO THE READING EAGLE

The soups at the Oley Valley Community Fair are produced by members of the Berks 
County Pomona Grange. From left are committee chairman Henry Seidel of Spring 
Township, a member of the Virginville Grange; Michael Adams of Hamburg, a member 
of the Hamburg and Kutztown granges; and Fern Kulp of Kutztown, a member of the 
Ontelaunee Grange. 

COURTESY OF HENRY SEIDEL

Berks Pomona Grange volunteer Fern Kulp prepares soup at 
the Oley Fair’s stand in 2021.

Yankee Doodle went to Oley
Just to see the Fair

Stopped by Fleetwood Bank to chat
and opened his bank accounts there!

OLEY OFFICE
20 King’s Plaza, Oley

610-944-3239
Member FDIC
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It’s time for the an-
nual agricultural-based 
Oley Fair, which is without 

question one 
of the best 
examples 
of a rural 
Americana 
tradition 
that dates 
back into the 
far annals of 
time and the 
farm family 

lifestyle.
Attending the fair, you’ll 

get to step back in time 
and literally witness the 
fruit of people’s hard work, 
stewardship and devotion 
to crops, livestock and all 
that goes with them.

In my own garden-
ing universe, I’m on my 
third generation of grow-

ing, harvesting, process-
ing, sharing and consum-
ing a type of heirloom to-
mato called Pink Jazz. 
They’re gorgeous in their 
own way, but each one is a 
bit different. Some of them 
have two or more central 
lobes; some are just big 
and round. They all dis-
play their namesake pink 
hue striated with shades 
of red, green, yellow and 
pink, but when you cut into 
them they are bright red, 
juicy and their taste yields 
a perfect blend of sweet 
and acidic.

The specimen I photo-
graphed for today’s column 
is typically the sort of item 
you’ll see at the Oley Fair in 
the produce competition. 
This one weighs exactly 2 
pounds, and from the angle 

I used in the photograph it 
resembles a heart. I’ll use 
it to get seed for next year’s 
fourth generation of Pink 
Jazz Tomatoes, and don’t 
worry; the flesh will all get 
used in tomato and cheese 
sandwiches, maybe with a 
bit of bacon on toast. Thus, 
the beat goes on.

Tomatoes and almost 
every other kind of home-
grown and homemade 
product will be on display 
at the Oley Fair, and it’s re-
ally fun to walk around 
and see what other people 
grew. Some of the immense 
pumpkins appear to be 
from a fairytale book.

I’m afraid potatoes don’t 
have a long life at the Oley 
Fair. Delicious, home-
made, country-fresh french 
fries are the fair’s most fa-

mous processed food offer-
ing. Thousands of pounds 
of them will be cooked and 
served during the fair.

The Oley Fair Associa-
tion does an excellent job 

of defining what the fair 
means to them in a mes-
sage on their website that 
goes as follows: “The Oley 
Valley Community Fair is 
an annual fair where vol-

unteers, friendly compe-
titions, exhibitors enter-
ing local produce and more 
gather to show the best of 
the Oley Valley PA commu-
nity. Oley Fair is known 
for its famous french fries 
and other fresh fair foods 
and Dutch cooking. Ven-
dors are welcome, and we 
are fortunate to have spon-
sors featuring fair events 
and prizes every year. En-
tertainment is held rain or 
shine at the Oley Fire Com-
pany Fairgrounds at 26 Jef-
ferson St.

“Come down and see our 
live music, animal shows, 
tractor pulls, our mid-day 
car show and other great 
activities for the kids like 
our carnival rides and 
more. We look forward to 

CULTURE

Annual Oley Fair is steeped in tradition

COURTESY OF DAVE KLINE

One of Dave Kline’s third-generation heirloom Pink Jazz 
tomatoes.

MOUNTAIN FOLKLORE » 
PAGE 10

Berks Quilters Guild
Quilt Show 2022

QUILTS FROM THE HEART OF BERKS

October 7 & 8 2022
Friday: 9 am - 5 pm • Saturday: 9 am - 5 pm

Leesport Farmers Market
312 Gernant’s Church Road Leesport, PA 19533

♥ Demonstrations
♥ Friday only: Appraisals done on your quilts for $10

♥ Vendors
♥ Silent Auction

♥ Refreshments & Lunch in our Cafe
♥ Guild Raffle Quilt (drawing held Oct 8)
♥ Basket Raffles (drawings held Oct 8)

♥ Guild Boutique (Handcrafted items by members)
♥ Second Hand Stash

♥ OVER 200 QUILTS ON DISPLAY!!!

Thank You to our Show Sponsor
Don Kauffman’s Sewing Machines

4933 Kutztown Rd., Temple, PA
There will be a special drawing to

win a Sewing Machine

$8 Admission
Children under 12 Free
Handicap Accessible

FREE PARKING
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www.berksquiltersguild.org

Friday, December 2nd • 4 pm until 9 pm

Holiday Tour
$5 admission (12 and under FREE)$5 admission (12 d d FREE)

New Hanover UMC Nortth Campuser UMC Nortrtt
3065 Charlotte Street, Gilbertsville PA 19525

Friday, November 25th 11 am - 6 pm
Saturday, November 26th 10 am - 4 pm

Friday, Dec 2nd

Tour starts at the Historical Society
43 S. Chestnut Street, Boyertown

Watch website for ticket info.
BoyerttertrttownHistory.org

Boyertown Area Historical Society’s

51st

Der Belsnickel
Craft Show

Boyerto
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seeing you in September! 
Please feel free to contact 
us with any questions or 
comments in regard to the 
fair on our website, https://
oleyfair.org. It is only with 
your help that we can im-
prove! Our mailing address 
is P.O. Box 55, Oley, PA 
19547. Call the fair office 
with any questions at 610-
987-3469.”

A visitor to the Oley Fair 
will be living in the present 
but stepping back in time 
to the earliest days of colo-
nial settlement in the New 
World. I think it’s good to 
know the heritage and ped-
igree of the land you’re 
walking on while at the 
fair. One of Berks County’s 
most historic and folkloric 
regions, the Oley Valley 
was once the home of Dela-
ware Lenni Lenape Native 

Americans, and they gave 
Oley its name long before 
European settlers arrived.

They called it “Olink,” 
which means kettle, a ref-
erence to the shape of the 
valley. It’s a gorgeous val-
ley that’s nestled into a sur-
rounding natural barrier 
of rolling hills and moun-
tains. This valley was an 
important meeting place 
for Native Americans and 
one tree, the Sacred Oak, 
located on private land 
about one mile from Main 
Street, was a focal point of 
important tribal gatherings 
centered on creating pacts, 
treaties and settling dis-
putes. Now more than 500 
years old, the Chinkapin 
Oak stands as a living tes-
timonial to the Great Spirit 
from whom it derives life 
and gives inspiration.

The first settlers arrived 
in the Oley Valley in the 
dawning years of the 1700s. 
They heard the name Olink 
from native residents, 
and over time the name 
morphed into Oley. They 

found prosperous Lenni 
Lenape villages and cul-
tivated fields of corn. As 
a folk belief, it is thought 
that when tensions began 
to mount between white 
settlers and Native Amer-
icans, a day came when a 
settler farmer was suppos-
edly killed by the “Indians,” 
and the entire town banded 
together to protect them-
selves from further attacks.

Volunteer sentries took 
up positions with their 
hunting muskets that eve-
ning and used small firing 
ports in the walls of one of 
their village’s largest build-
ings to defend themselves 
against an invasion they 
believed to be imminent. 
Nothing happened that 
fateful evening, but in the 
morning a man was seen 
walking down the road to-
ward the fortified building. 
Not an American Indian, 
this man was the farmer 
who had been rumored to 
have been attacked and 
murdered the day before. 
He was alive and well.

When questioned, he 
knew nothing about the 
story of his own demise, 
but he did inform his peers 
that during the night he 
saw that all of the Lenni 
Lenape people had literally 
disappeared from the Oley 
Valley. Modern scholars be-
lieve that the Native Amer-
icans departed to help fight 
in skirmishes of a war else-
where, but to this day it re-
mains an unsolved mys-
tery as to where they re-
ally went and why. None of 
them ever returned, so the 
mystery remains an ever-
lasting tale in the storied 
history of the Oley Valley. 
After their departure, some 
of the native dwellings re-
mained standing and un-
disturbed until the last of 
them collapsed in 1856.

Later on the Oley time-
line, Mordecai Lincoln, the 
great-grandfather of Abra-
ham Lincoln, the 16th pres-
ident of United States, lived 
in the Oley region, and his 
homestead can still be seen 
and visited in what is now 

Exeter Township.
Another early resident 

family was the Boone fam-
ily, who brought Daniel 
Boone, a world-famous pio-
neer of the American fron-
tier, into the world in Oley 
in 1734.

Oley took on a key role 
in the early days of the 
American Revolution-
ary War when farm fami-
lies sent vast quantities of 
food and supplies, along 
with cannonballs forged 
in the Oley Furnace, to 
Gen. George Washington, 
which helped to support 
and nourish troops during 
the freezing cold winter of 
their encampment at Valley 
Forge near Philadelphia.

Other luminary Oley 
Valley personages include 
Susanna Cox, born 1785, 
hanged for infanticide on 
June 10, 1809, age 23 or 24. 
Hers is a grim tale worthy 
of looking into if you don’t 
already know it. She was 
the last woman hanged for 
murder in Pennsylvania. 
She was buried in a former 

field that is now an area 
at about 13th and Marion 
streets in Reading.

Many veterans of the 
Revolutionary War rest 
within country and fam-
ily cemeteries in the Oley 
Valley.

Mountain Mary, or Anna 
Maria Jungen or Jung, who 
lived from 1744 to 1819, 
a much beloved healer of 
Lenni Lenape and white 
settlers, and perhaps the 
proprietor of one of our na-
tion’s earliest roadside pro-
duce stands, is buried on 
the ridge where she sat 
most evening at day’s end 
to worship. Her story is 
worth looking into as well 
if you enjoy folkloric, pio-
neer history.

Dave Kline is an 
award-winning writer, 
photographer, show host 
and producer, singer-
songwriter, travel 
guide and community 
advocate. Reach him at 
davesmountainfolklore@
gmail.com.

Mountain 
Folklore
FROM PAGE 9

www.MastsRoofing.com | 610.689.3737

Serving Oley, PA and surrounding areas for over 20 years

We work on -
• ALL types of Residential Roofs
• Barn Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• Soffit/Fascia
• Siding
• Seamless Gutters

Ask About -
• Emergency Repairs
• Skylights
• Sun Tunnels
• Overhead Care Club
• Financing Options
• Insurance Coverage

PA #006600
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By David Mekeel
dmekeel@readingeagle.com

Lilly Hetrick is Oley 
through and through.

The 17-year-old has lived 
in the township for her en-
tire life. Most of her family 
has too, with many operat-
ing farms.

The generational tie her 
family has to Oley, and ag-
riculture, means the Oley 
Valley Community Fair as 
always been a big deal for 
Lilly. As far back as she can 
remember she’s been excit-
edly heading to the fair-
grounds each September.

She remembers fondly 
visiting the FFA tent to play 
games. She also recalls with 
love hopping on the rides, 
taking part in the pedal-
pull competition (she thinks 
she once won a first place 
prize, but can’t remember 
for certain) and digging 
into the assortment of fair 
foods.

But mostly, when she 
thinks about the joys of the 
fair, Lilly’s mind turns to-
ward the animals.

“Petting the cows and 
the sheep, it was just what 
I liked,” she said.

And now, as a teenager, 
she gets to help other kids 
have the same kinds of ex-
periences. That’s because 
students from Oley Valley 
High School have played a 
big part in putting on the 
fair ever since its inception 
75 years ago.

“We really kind of rely 
on the kids,” said Kevin 
D. Bieber, fair association 
president. “To envision the 
fair without the kids, I don’t 
think I could ever do that. 

And to get it done without 
the kids, I don’t think we 
could do it.”

It is tradition for seniors 
from the high school to 
help with the setup of the 
fair and for juniors to help 
with taking it down, Bieber 
said. Seniors also man a 
cake and cider stand that 
raises money for their class.

Students also take part in 
running exhibits and judg-
ing contests, and members 
of the high school’s FFA pro-
gram operate the farmer for 
a day tent.

“My students and FFA 
members look forward to 
volunteering and partici-
pating at the Oley Fair ev-
ery year,” Oley Valley High 
School’s FFA adviser Jeremy 
Deysher said, adding that 
he’s lost count of how many 
years the FFA has been run-
ning the exhibit. “We have 
a great working relation-
ship with the fair associa-
tion and Mr. Kevin Bieber.

“The purpose of the tent 
is for FFA members to in-
form the public about the 
importance of agriculture 
and the impact that agri-
culture has on their lives.”

In return for their work, 
the fair provides a host of 
awards and scholarships to 
seniors.

Bieber said that having 
students involved with the 
fair is a key to keeping it go-
ing, and to making sure it 
lasts for years to come.

“They’re the future of 
the fair, plain and sim-
ple,” he said. “Without the 
younger generation learn-
ing and taking things over 
it wouldn’t last.”

Bieber knows what he’s 

talking about. An Oley na-
tive, he got his own start 
with the fair at a very young 
age.

At first it was as a visi-
tor, but with parents who 
were involved with the fair 
it quickly grew into more. 
He said learned the ins 
and outs of what it takes 
to make the fair successful, 
and cherishes being around 
to have a hand in doing just 
that as an adult.

“It’s just a passion I have 
to serve the community 
through the fair,” he said.

Bieber said he hopes the 
kids who are helping with 
this year’s fair develop a 
similar, lifelong passion for 
the fair. At least one already 
has.

Lilly said she has been 
working at the fair since her 
freshman year. She works 
at a dairy farm, and as a 
freshman was able to show 
a dairy cow and calf.

She has also been in-
volved with the setup and 
teardown of the fair. And 
this year, along with show-
ing another cow, she will 
spend two days at the cake 
and cider stand and two 
days at the FFA tent teach-
ing kids about animals and 
where their food comes 
from.

And, she said, she’ll have 
a great time doing it all.

“You would think volun-
teering feels like work, but 
it goes really fast,” she said. 
“I just find it fun to see the 
little kids have a good time 
at the fair.”

Lilly said that as the fair 
approaches each year she 
and her classmates start to 
feel a certain kind of elec-

tricity in the air.
“There’s so much antici-

pation,” she said. ” When it 
hits September, I feel like 
everybody is getting ready 
for it. People don’t feel like 
they have to volunteer, they 
want to do it.”

Lilly said there are lots 

of reasons she loves the 
fair. She appreciates that is 
has an agricultural focus, 
she said, and also that it’s 
such an ingrained part of 
the Oley community.

“It’s a tradition, it brings 
a lot of people together,” she 
said. “It’s like a big family. 

Everywhere you go at the 
fair you’re bound to know 
somebody, to know every-
body.

“The fair means a lot to 
us. When we couldn’t have 
the fair during COVID, I 
think it broke a lot of peo-
ple’s hearts.”

STUDENT PARTICIPATION

High school students 
play big part at fair
They help set up and break down the fair and run the 
cider stand and farmer for a day tent

BILL UHRICH - READING EAGLE

Lilly Hetrick is among the Oley Valley High School students who help out at the Oley Valley 
Community Fair. Hetrick, a senior, has working at the fair since her freshman year.

Fresh
Local
Simple

Available at:
• The Butler’s Pantry ~ Shillington Market
• Rothenbergers Meats ~ Reading Fairgrounds Market
• Sprecher’s Meats ~ West Lawn
• Local Leaf Market- Oley
• Willhauer Farms- Quakertown
• Trexlertown Farmers Market
• Christman’s Meat Market ~ Oley
• West Reading Farmers Market: Sundays 9am - 1pm
• Renninger’s Farmers Market ~ Kutztown

Orders and Info: 484-507-2239
info@oleyravioli.com

Ravioli
Pierogi
Pasta
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By Susan Shelly
Reading Eagle correspondent

While noting the sig-
nificance of the 75th anni-
versary of the Oley Valley 
Community Fair, Kevin D. 
Bieber, president of the fair 
association, hearkened back 
to those who founded the 
longstanding event.

“Those who started this 
fair laid a strong founda-
tion for us,” Bieber said. 
“They put this event into 
place, and it’s flourished 
ever since.”

The fair starts Thurs-
day and runs through 
Saturday at the Oley Fire 
Company Fairgrounds. It 
will open at 9 a.m. each 
day and run until 10 p.m. 
Parking is available at the 
fairgrounds for $5 per car. 
There is no admission fee 
for the fair.

Featuring exhibits, con-
tests, music, food, enter-
tainment, carnival rides 
and more, the fair has a 
theme this year of “Yankee 
Doodle Went to Oley, Just to 
See the Fair!”

The theme is featured on 
the cover of the fair book, 
designed by local artist 
Lynn Lorah.

In addition to the fair’s 
founders, Bieber credited 
the hundreds of volun-
teers who work tirelessly to 
make the fair successful ev-
ery year.

“The only way we’re cele-
brating 75 years is because 
of our volunteers,” Bieber 
said.

Volunteers start prepar-
ing for the fair months be-
fore it opens and are pres-
ent practically around the 
clock during the event. Af-
terward, many volunteers 
are needed to help with 
cleanup and getting the 

fairgrounds back into shape 
for other events held there 
throughout the year.

“It’s a monumental task, 
but everyone pitches in and 
the work gets done,” Bieber 
said.

Dena Kauffman, fair 
treasurer, whose great-
grandfather, Warren Leven-
good, was one of the found-
ers, said volunteers know 
their jobs well and help new 
volunteers understand what 
needs to be done.

“That’s what makes it 
such a smooth-running 
event,” Kauffman said. “Ev-
eryone has their own little 
piece and makes that piece 
happen.”

Members of 21 churches 
and other community 
groups organize and run 
food stands, featuring the 
fair’s famous french fries, 
hamburgers, milk shakes, 
soups, fruit bowls, hoagies, 
baked goods, funnel cakes 
and ice cream.

“We do all our own food 
right here,” Bieber said. 
“There are no food ven-
dors except for our local 
groups. Everybody pitches 
in to make this a great ex-
perience.”

A special opening cer-
emony, including the rib-
bon cutting for this year’s 
fair, will be held at noon 
on Thursday in front of the 
Oley Valley Fair Centre.

Wayne Weidner, El-
eanor Shaner and Vern 
Schwanger, longtime Oley 
residents, will talk about 
the progression of the fair 
over the years. Also, a bell 
will ring in memory of vol-
unteers who have died.

“It’s a ceremony to remi-
nisce about 75 years of the 
Oley Fair,” Bieber said.

The fair would have cel-
ebrated its 75th anniver-

sary last year, but the event 
was canceled in 2020 due to 
pandemic concerns.

The fair has a new logo 
this year, designed by Ta-
mara Haring of Lobachs-
ville. Haring submitted the 
design as part of a logo con-
test held earlier this year 
and said she was excited 
her design was named as 
the winner.

“I love coming up with 
logo concepts, and I love 
the Oley Fair,” said Haring, 
a professional graphic de-
signer. “I submitted several 
ideas that I thought might 
work, and I was thrilled 
that the committee liked 
one of mine.”

Clothing, magnets and 
other items featuring the 
new logo will be available 
for purchase at the fair’s 
membership booth.

A popular fair-related 
event is a car and antique 
tractor show, set for Satur-
day from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
on the Oley Valley High 
School parking lot. Twelve 
trophies will be awarded for 
cars and two for tractors.

Bieber, who has been fair 
president since 2003, said 
members of the fair com-
mittee work year-round to 
make sure buildings are 
maintained and modern-
ized as needed. Equipment 
needs to be cared for and 

the grounds kept up and 
improved.

“I think the founders 
would be very proud of how 
far the fair has come since 
they founded in it 1947,” 
Bieber said. “We’re always 
looking ahead to anticipate 
the needs of future fairs and 
fairgoers.”

Blue ribbon sponsors 
of the fair include Truist 
Bank, the Reading Eagle 
and Expressway Bulk. Red 
ribbon sponsors are Mast 
Roofing, Wentzel Fabrica-
tion and Little’s John Deer, 
and yellow ribbon spon-
sors are East Penn Manu-
facturing, the PA Lottery 
and Weis Markets.

OLEY VALLEY COMMUNITY FAIR

CELEBRATING 75 YEARS
Theme this year is ‘Yankee Doodle Went to Oley, Just to See the Fair!’

HAROLD HOCH - SPECIAL TO THE READING EAGLE

From left, Kevin D. Bieber and Dena Kauffman of the 75th Oley Valley Community Fair with Lisa Schaeffer and Beth Kline 
representing the 125th anniversary of the Oley Fire Company. 

What: The Oley Valley 
Community Fair

Where: Oley Fire Company 
Fairgrounds, 26 Jefferson 
St.

When: Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday from 9 a.m. 
until 10 p.m.

Highlights: Exhibits, con-
tests, food, entertainment, 
rides

Cost: No entrance fee; a $5 
per car parking fee at the 
fairgrounds

IF YOU GO
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JOIN OUR TEAM TODAY

Xpressway is a third generation, family owned and operated regional asset based transportation business specializing in full
truckload dry vans. Xpressway is proudly built on American values and has been cultivating relationships with businesses
in the Greater Reading Area since 1955 by providing our customers with a distribution partner that spans throughout the
Mid-Atlantic Region. Xpressway also operates a Bulk division that specializes in the transportation of bulk commodities such
as construction and demolition waste, scrap metal, aggregate material and heavy equipment with a comprehensive fleet of
triaxle dump trucks, dump trailers, flat beds, low boys and walking floor trailers. Driven by excellence, Xpressway employs
only the finest team members, as well as, fosters a unique family work environment. Our continued success is made possible
through an unwavering commitment to safety, dedication & superior customer service.
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Fair memories

 COURTESY OF STEVEN FISHER

Edna Rhoads Dautrich displays pumpkins at the 1957 Oley 
Valley Community Fair.

COURTESY OF OLEY VALLEY COMMUNITY FAIR

The tractor driving champion of 1957.
COURTESY OF OLEY VALLEY COMMUNITY FAIR

Dr. Italo de Francesco, president of Kutztown State 
Teachers College, with Dorothy Wolford, Alice Smith and 
Mrs. Gansel at the Oley Valley Community Fair in 1952.

REALTOR and
AUCTIONEER
Separately Licensed•
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DICK HENRY
REALTOR & AUCTIONEER #AU005176

610-670-2770 x3249 • 610-858-3065
dhenry@goberkscounty.com

www.DickHenryAuctioneer.com
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

OF READING
1290 BROADCASTING ROAD

WYOMISSING, PA 19610

Real Estate
Personal Property

Antiques & Collectibles
Benefit & Fund Raising

Clean Out & Trash Disposal

Happy
75th

Oley Fair!
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COURTESY OF OLEY VALLEY 
COMMUNITY FAIR

At the 1972 Oley Valley 
Community Fair, Phoebe 
Hopkins carries in one of her 
prize-winning sheep.

COURTESY OF OLEY VALLEY 
COMMUNITY FAIR

Gov. George Leader attends 
the Oley Valley Community 
Fair in 1958.

COURTESY OF OLEY VALLEY COMMUNITY FAIR

Harold Snyder is ready to show his beef cattle and dairy 
entries.

COURTESY OF OLEY VALLEY COMMUNITY FAIR

Seniors of the Oley High School class of 1958 are kept busy 
at the senior class cake and cider stands.

Fair memories

COURTESY OF OLEY VALLEY COMMUNITY FAIR

The Oley Elementary School first-grade class of Mrs. Rhoades examine a corn picker at 
the Pikeville Equipment display on Sept. 18, 1986.

COURTESY OF OLEY VALLEY COMMUNITY FAIR

At the 1958 Oley Valley Community Fair, Lucille Petersheim 
and Larry Reifsnyder are ready for the dairy judging.

TIRES from SMALL to LARGE
WE HAVE THEM!!

• PASSENGER • AGRICULTURE • TRUCKK • OFF ROAD

230 Franklin Street, Shoemakersvillee, PPAA 1199555555

(610) 562-2567
www.kantnerstire.com

NEW HOURS:
Monday - Friday

7:30AM to 5:00PM
Closed Saturday/Sunday

EEvveevv llee yyll nnyy && HHaaHH rraa rrrr iirr eeii ttee tttt eett ’’ss GGiiffii ttff sstt
1232 Oysterdale Rd, Oley, PA 19547

Located 1 mile north of the Rt. 73 Pleasantville traffic light

Gifts - Toys - Nice Things

610-987-6055 OPEN: Tue - Sat 10 - 5

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF BRINGING THE WORLD TO OLEY
Stop in and see us, you will be surprised at what you will find.

SHOPPING AS IT
USED TO BE, AND
SHOULD BE.
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Fair memories

HAROLD HOCH - SPECIAL TO THE READING EAGLE

HAROLD HOCH - SPECIAL TO THE READING EAGLE

Above: Line dancing has become a popular activity for 
FFA members during the Friday night of the Oley Valley 
Community Fair.

HAROLD HOCH - SPECIAL TO THE READING EAGLE

Dee Kantner wins the 2021 Oley Valley Community Fair 
Celebrity Dairy Showmanship contest. 

HAROLD HOCH - SPECIAL TO THE READING EAGLE

Top right: Heffner Printing of 
Ruscombmanor Township has been 
printing the food tickets for the Oley 
Valley Community Fair for almost all 
of the fair’s 75 years. Owner Murray 
Hoffman starts to wrap the thousands 
of tickets to be delivered to the 2022 
fair. The year was challenging due to 
shortages of printing materials. 

At right: 
Opening night 
festivities 
at the 2021 
Oley Valley 
Community Fair. 

963 Crystal Cave Road
Kutztown, PA 19530

www.crystalcavepa.com

WEARING VICTORIAN CLOTHING, PRESENT A RE-CREATION OFTHE
ORIGINAL CRYSTAL CAVETOUR FROMTHE 1980’s.THETOUR INCLUDES FOLKLORE

AND “GHOSTLY” STORIESTHAT OCCURRED AT CRYSTAL CAVE, GUIDED BYTHE
GLOW OF HAND-HELD LANTERN LIGHT. COME PREPAREDTO BE SPOOKED AS

DARKNESS ADDSTOTHE MYSTERY!

RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED. Please call 610-683-6765
Not recommended for children under the age of 8 years old.

963 Cryst
K

GUIDES, WEARING VIC
IGINAL CRYSTA
ND “GHO

Hall
owe

en “
Gho

st”

LAN
TER

N TOU
RS

at

HISTORIC CRYSTAL CAVE

OCTOBER 14, 21, 28 at 6:00 PM &

OCTOBER 15, 22, 29 at 5:30 PM

*$30.00 for Adults. *$23.00 ages 8-11
yrs.

*PRICE INCLUDES A

CRYSTAL CAVE

SOUUUVVVENIR LANTERN

ee Us For All Your Gardening & Landscaping Needs.
Located on Rt. 724, 2 miles West of Birdsboro

610-582-8703 / www.springgardenfarms.biz
like us on

See U

family owned
& operated

Mums • Asters
Flowering Cabbage

Flowering Kale
Perennials • Gifts

Pumpkins • Gourds
Indian Corn
Straw Bales
Cornshocks

Available Now

Open 7 Days a Week

Fall Planting Time

Flower Growers Since 1957
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Fair memories

HAROLD HOCH - SPECIAL TO THE READING EAGLE

Marie Haas and her granddaughter Leah Haas are 
co-chairs of the department for special contests 
at the 2022 Oley Valley Community Fair. 

HAROLD HOCH - SPECIAL TO THE READING EAGLE

Oley Valley Feed won the best indoor commercial exhibit for the 
second straight year in 2021. 

HAROLD HOCH - SPECIAL TO THE READING EAGLE

Needlecraft department co-chairs Stacey Cleaveland and 
Katelyn Bieber at the 2022 Oley Valley Community Fair. 

OPEN 7 DAYS 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM • We accept “FMNP” Checks

ROADSIDE MARKET ROUTE 73 • 1752 W. Phila. Ave., Boyertown, PA 19512
Shanesville Fruit Farm LLC 610-367-7008

Sponsor of the Apple Pie
Contest at the Oley Fair

Good supply at below wholesale prices
1st & 2nd Qualities Available

Gala, HoneyCrisp, and McIntosh Apples
Bartlett and Bosc Pears

FRESH APPLE CIDER
PRESSED ON OUR FARM!

Weee also grow Ida Red, Stayman, Jonagold, Red Rome, Cortland, Empire,
Red & Gold Delicious, Cameo and Fuji Apples
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Fair memories

HAROLD HOCH - SPECIAL TO THE READING EAGLE

HAROLD HOCH - SPECIAL TO THE READING EAGLE

HAROLD HOCH - SPECIAL TO THE READING EAGLE

Fairgoers enjoy the fine weather during the 
2021 Oley Valley Community Fair. 

At right: Apples are on 
display at the 2021 Oley 
Valley Community Fair. 

Above: Abigail Fretz 
won the junior division 
Best of Show in the 
2021 photography 
contest at the Oley 
Valley Community Fair.

Yellow House Hotel
(610) 689-9410

6743 Boyertown Pike, Douglassville, PA 19518

Casual country dining - Pleasant overnight
accommodations in the scenic Oley Valley

Lunch - Wednesday thru Friday 11:30 am - 2 pm
Dinner - Wednesday thru Thursday 5-8 pm,

Friday and Saturday 5 pm-9 pm

Sunday Brunch - from 11 am til 2 pm

$10 OFF food purchase
of $50 or more with this ad

We are
Hiring!

~ Banquet facilities for all occasions ~
www.yellowhousehotel.com

Reservations
Recommended

Please call ahead or check our website for any changes to our schedule.

That’s

LOTTERYLOVE

Players must be 18 or older. Please play responsibly. Problem Gambling Helpline: 1-800-GAMBLER

Share yours: #MyLotteryLove
Seemore: palottery.com/LotteryLove

Pikeville Equipment, Inc.

Zero-Turn Mowers Trimmers Blowers Chain Saws

Mowers, Tillers, & Snow Blowers 3 pt. Mowers, Tillers, & Snow Blowers

heck our website for New/Used Equipment
Large selection of new obsolete JD parts

Nice selection of JD Ertl toys

Check our website for New/Used Equipment
Large selection of new obsolete JD partsSee us at the

Oley Fair Sept. 15th,
16th, and 17th

Hours: Mon. thru Fri. 8am to 5pm
Sat. 8am to Noon

521 Oysterdale Rd., Oley, PA 19547 • 610-987-6277
www.pikevilleequipment.com
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Stop by the Oley Valley Business Association Booth and Say Hello!

Visit www.OleyValleyBiz.org for a complete listing of members.

484-577-3630 80+ MEMBERS STRONG!

SHOWTIMES SPECIAL EVENTS THEATRE RENTALS BIRTHDAY PARTIES MEMBERSHIPS

Run By a Local Non-Profit,
Powered by Volunteers
Built by Your Support

61 N READING AVE BOYERTOWN

WWW.BOYERTOWNSTATETHEATRE.COM

Find out more at

WWW.BOYERTOWNSTATETHEATRE.COM

61 N. Reading Ave. Boyertown

61 N READING AVE BOYERTOWN

Wealth

1340 Broadcasting Road

1st Floor

Wyomissing, PA 19610

Office: 484-709-3250

Mobile: 610-223-7748

Deb.Wanner@Truist.com

Deb Wanner
Client Service
Associate

Investment
Services Group

O 610-413-5570
606 Main Street
Oley, PA 19547

O 610-970-4740
2879 E. High Street
Pottstown, PA 19464

Matthew M. Robb
FIC
Financial Associate
matthew.robb@thrivent.com
connect.thrivent.com/matthew-robb

Teresa Daub Realtor
TeresaDaub@Assist2Sell.com

Smart Choice Realty
610-921-1374 Office
610-333-2434 Cell

610-987-0091 Home Office

Located at:
2851 Centre Ave., Reading, PA 19605

Evelyn & Harriette’s Gifts
Gifts - Toys - Nice Things

1232 Oysterdale Rd, Oley, PA 19547

Stuart & Annesly Kern
OWNERS

610-987-6055
sgkern@colonialcraftreproductions.com

Keith Seiwell
Colonel USMC (Ret)

CChief Executive Officer

Amber Rice-Manella
INSURANCE CONSULTANT

610.898.6510 • Fax 610.777.9957
amanella@galleninsurance.com
www.galleninsurance.com

Andrew Kearney
Advertising Sales

34 N. 4th St., Reading, PA. 19601
610-451-9755

BIRDSBORO LODGE
Chris Gregg

bmanor6740@yahoo.com
www.Birdsborolodge.com

(610) 575-0851
6740 Daniel Boone Rd
Birdsboro, PA 19508

M&A Advisory services

Business BrokerAge

LoAn BrokerAge

Mike MccArthy

MMCCARTHY@VRMARATHON.COM

2240 ridgewood rd.
wyoMissing PA 19610
WWW.VRMARATHON.COM

AWARD WINNING AFFILIATE OF VR MERGERS AND ACQUISITIONS AND BUSINESS BROKERS

610.898.8086 office

484.769.8225 MoBiLe

610.376.9588 fAx

Marathon Capital advisors

direct: 610.927.4136
fax: 610.927.4139

pguerrieri@PivotHS.com
PivotPhysicalTherapy.com

4301 Penn Ave.
Sinking Spring, PA 19608

Peter Guerrieri
Physician & Community Liaison2237 LANCASTER PIKE • SHILLINGTON. PA 19607

10 General Carl Spaatz Ave, Boyertown, PA 19512
Phone: 484-945-3402

Kaseiwell@spaatzmuseum.org
FB: GeneralSpaatzMuseum

WWW.SPAATZMUSEUM.ORG

Deborah Perini
Relationship Manager
at Members 1st FCU
Mobile (717) 743-7976
Email perinid@members1st.org
members1st.org

Curin Romich
Relationship Manager
at Members 1st FCU
Mobile (717) 602-0768
Email RomichC@Members1st.org
5000 Marketplace Way, Enola, PA 17025-2431
members1st.org

ATurn Back inTime
Bed and Breakfast

Antiques and Collectibles

www.aturnbackintime.com

Douglas P. Rauch
Attorney at Law

4 Park Plaza, 2nd Floor
Wyomissing, Pennsylvania 19610
www.georgeadissetley.com

Office: (610) 898-9500
Fax: 610-898-0276

Drauch@georgeadissetley.com

Reading // Allentown // Philadelphia
officeservicecompany.com

800.724.8692

Join the Oley Valley Business Association
By joining the OVBA, you get the chance to network with other businesses in the area

while supporting your local communities.

Happy 75 Anniversary Oley Fair and Happy 125th Oley Fire Company

409 Main Street
Oley PA 19547
484-335-0909

Office
Supplies

Office Furniture
& Design Solutions

Personal Protective
Equipment

Printing & Promotional
Products
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Fair memories

HAROLD HOCH - SPECIAL TO THE READING EAGLE

The winners of the pumpkin weigh-in display their awards at the 2021 Oley Valley Community Fair. 

HAROLD HOCH - SPECIAL TO THE READING EAGLE

HAROLD HOCH - SPECIAL TO THE READING EAGLE

At right: 
Volunteers display 
the popular 
photography 
contest at the 
2021 Oley Valley 
Community Fair.

At right: Heffner 
Printing won the 
best outdoor 
commercial 
exhibit for 
the second 
consecutive year 
at the 2021 Oley 
Valley Community 
Fair. Pictured is 
Murray Hoffman, 
owner.

OpenMonday through
Friday 10-6, Saturday 10-5

and Sunday 11-5.

The Flea Market

is now open

every Friday,

Saturday, and

Sunday weather

permitting

610-791-7910 •www.weilantiquecenter.com

WEIL
Antique Center

2200 31st. SW Allentown • Over 150 Dealers

From 78, Lehigh St. Exit 1/4 mile south to 31st. on Left

The Lehigh Valley’s
Premier Antique &
Collectible Center

Featuring
Furniture • Clocks • Jewelry
Books •Toys • Primitives

VintageClothing
MidCenturyModern

&MuchMore

Fall is a
Great Time

for Super Deals
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SEPT. 17:
• Fall Fest, St. Mark’s Lutheran 
Church, 5 Brooke Manor, Birds-
boro, 11 a.m.-3 p.m., rain or shine. 
Food, a barrel train ride, moon 
bounce, face painting, bingo and 
games. Music by Dave Kline and 
his band and Threefold Bless-
ing. Silent auction for theme 
baskets, antiques and other 
selections, ticket raffle style 
auction of child-friendly items 
and a raffle for a Christmas quilt. 
Tickets for chicken dinners and 
apple dumplings as well as raffle 
tickets for the Christmas quilt can 
be purchased through the church 
office at 610-582-8167.

SEPT. 18:
• Friends of Mifflin Community 
Library Kauffman’s Chicken 
BBQ sale, Walgreen’s parking 
lot, 2203 Lancaster Ave., Cumru 
Township, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. For more 
information, call 610-777-3911

SEPT. 24:
• Southern Gospel Concert 
featuring Brian Free and As-
surance, Bridge of Hope Church, 
309 W. Franklin St., Womels-
dorf, 6 p.m.; $15 adults, children 
4-12, $10. Love offering will be 
received. Call 484-651-0108.

• Annual fall flea market and 
basket raffle, Calvary United 
Church of Christ, 1231 Route 100, 
Washington Township. Outdoor 
vendor space is available. Visit 
www.calvaryuccbarto.com.

OCT. 1:
• Friends of Mifflin Community 
Library Washington, D.C., bus 
trip. Depart from the library, 6 
Philadelphia Ave., Shillington, at 
8 a.m. and return approximately 
9 p.m. $70 per person. Register 
at the library. For trip inquiries, 
email friendsofmcl@yahoo.com. 
Deadline to register is Aug. 31.
• Berks County Bike Club’s 
annual Shoe-Fly Classic, Oley 
Fairgrounds, 26 Jefferson St., 
Oley, includes three choices of 
rides with 20-, 40- and 60-mile 
routes along with a gravel op-
tion, all in support of the Greater 
Reading Mental Health Alliance. 
Go to http://www.berksbicycle.
com for more details and to 
register.
• Drive-thru sausage sandwich 
sale, St. Peter’s United Church of 
Christ, 122 W. Franklin St., Top-
ton, 10 a.m. until sold out. Cost: 
$6. Enter at Broad Alley and exit 
at Franklin St.
• Schwarzwald United Church 
of Christ Fall Festival, 75 
Church Lane Road, Exeter Town-

ship, 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Food, including 
apple dumplings, apple cakes, 
pumpkin pies, cherry crumb pies, 
pepper cabbage, apple sauce. 
Preorders preferred. There also 
will be music and kids games. 
Kids activities begin at 10 
a.m., cost is $5 per child, which 
includes all activities. For more 
information, call 610-779-0850.

OCT. 3:
• Italian hoagie sale, Pioneer 
Grange, 46 E. Keller St., Topton. 
Deadline to order is Sept 25. 
Cost: $5. Pickup 3-5 p.m. at the 
Grange hall. Orders: Tammy at 
610-463-7213.

OCT. 7 AND 8:
• Harvest Fest 2022, St. Mary 
Roman Catholic Church, 94 
Walnut Road, Tilden Township, 
4-9 p.m. Oct 7 and noon-9 p.m. 
Oct. 8. Oct. 7 music: Flamin’ Dick 
& the Hotrods (6-9 p.m.) Oct. 8 
music: the Golden Tones Polka 
Band (1-4 p.m.); polka Mass 4:30 
p.m.; the New Individuals Band 
(6-9 p.m.) Homemade ethnic 
food, games for all ages, rock 
wall and bungee jump, hay rides, 
first responders, bingo, theme 
baskets, raffles, corn maze. Free 
admission, plenty of parking, no 
coolers. For more information call 
610-562-7657, visit http://www.
stmaryhamburg.org or Facebook.

Calendar

By Christopher Kimball
Christopher Kimball’s Milk 
Street

It’s time to stop think-
ing about the difference 
between sweet and savory 
spices. Many cooks around 
the world don’t make such 
a distinction.

We kept that in mind 
while searching for an easy 
way to enliven a simple 
berry compote. In this rec-
ipe from our book “COOK-
ish,” which limits reci-
pes to just six ingredients 
without sacrificing flavor, 
we tried black pepper and 
chili powder, a blend that 
can include not only spicy 

FOOD

Sugar and savory 
spices liven up berries

BERRIES » PAGE 22

MILK STREET VIA AP

This image released by Milk Street shows a recipe for 
Citrus and Spice Strawberry Compote. 

We Rent & Sell Automotive Tools • Floor & Carpet Care • Lawn & Garden Equipment
Lifts, Scissor and Bucket • Concrete Equipment • Construction Tools & Equipment

Scaffolding & Paint Sprayers • Excavators, Backhoes, Skid Loaders

CALL AHEAD FOR CURB SIDE PICK UP!!!!

KUZAN’S HARDWARE
1069 Pottsville Pike (Rt. 61), Shoemakersville, PA 19555

610-562-7186 • www.kuzanshardware.com
M-F 7:30AM - 7:00PM
Sat. 7:30AM - 5:00PM

– BeforeYou Buy, Check Our Every Day Low Prices –

Mini Barn

Quaker Shed

FOR LESSRENTTO
OWN We HaveThe

RightTools For
Your Project.

Also Available:
• UtilityTrailers (All sizes)
•Tow Dollies
• Chicken Coop
• Dog House
• Kennels

CONTRACTORS &
HOME OWNERS!

We personally deliver
all sheds & pass then

savings to you!

*Within a 20-mile radius. Reasonable fee outside 20-mile radius.
Existing sheds moved. ** Stop in for details. 23/36/48 month plans available.

• 23 styles ranging from 4’x6’ to 12’x18’ or custom built to your needs
• Pressure treated 4x4 runners with wood siding (vinyl siding available)
• We will custom mix any color for your shed
• Windows are standard in all sheds
• We have models in stock for immediate delivery
• Existing sheds moved

Quality Built Sheds
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By Norman Winter
Tribune News Service

Imagine a plant so un-
usual and beautiful in your 
landscape you stare hypnot-
ically at it every day. Go fur-
ther and say, 100 days.

That is precisely how I 
feel about Heart to Heart 
Burning Heart caladium, 
and the reason is this: It 
simply can’t be that color.

In May I wrote about 
Using Heart to Heart ca-
ladiums to create the un-
expected in the landscape. 
Son James used Heart to 
Heart Burning Heart in a 
project and I was shocked I 
not only had never heard of 
this variety, but even more 
so, that he didn’t share 
some with Dad.

The old Garden Guy 
was able to locate his own, 
however, and although the 
summer hot misery index 
was off the chart, Burn-
ing Heart created some ec-
static plant bliss that pulled 
me through the heat. I shot 
a picture one night about 
8:30 and sent it off to Dr. 
Allen Owings, professor 
emeritus with the LSU Ag-
Center and now horticultur-
ist at Clegg’s Nursery.

I asked him if he knew 
about this caladium, and 
was it in Louisiana? He said, 
we’ve have had it for a cou-
ple of years, and it is shazam, 
shazam, shazam! So, then I 
inquired of the company, 
was this caladium found on 
an expedition to the rainfor-
est in Borneo? Kind of like 
Indiana Jones.

The first answer is, cala-
diums are from Central and 
South America. Next, Heart 
to Heart Burning Heart 
was developed the old-fash-
ion horticulture science way. 
Pollen from the male parent 
was given to the female par-
ent, and seeds were planted.

Good lord, how long was 
this process? Can you imag-
ine one day a horticulturist 
was looking at the field plot, 
and these flaming red leaves 
were coming out of the 
ground. Surely the happy 
dance commenced.

So now I have given the 
real story, red leaves with 
pink or orange flecks or 
freckles. The glowing color 
changes throughout the day, 
depending on the sun. In di-
rect sun it is a hot, hot vi-
brant red, but let the light 
shift to filtered and you will 
swear it is now a rusty red 
that still mesmerizes you.

Catalogs and trial sites 
will tell you it is an upright 
grower with leaves that will 
reach 12 inches. This morn-
ing I took the tape out and 
measured several that were 
16 inches long and almost 10 
inches wide.

Son James, ever the en-
velope pusher, combined 
his with Shadowland Coast 
to Coast hostas, which are 
a dazzling chartreuse, and 
the gray, sword-like leaves 
of Catch a Wave Mangave. I 
used mine in containers, and 
the combinations turned out 
simply incredible.

The first partnership 
created was with Graceful 
Grasses Queen Tut papy-
rus grass. I’ll admit I really 
didn’t know what I was do-
ing.

I love both and essentially 
said, “Let’s see how well you 
play together.”

Then I used the spiller of 
the ages, Goldilocks Creep-
ing Jenny. The star-like tufts 
of the Queen Tut grass, the 
large burning heart leaves 
of the caladium and char-
treuse leaf chains of creep-
ing Jenny created a textural 
feast for the eyes.

Last year, my Heart to 
Heart caladiums stayed ef-
fective in the landscape un-

til November, and I simply 
let them perish with win-
ter freezes and rains. Burn-
ing Heart may coax me into 
digging and saving, just to 
make sure I have some for 
next year. But I have months 
to enjoy until I have to make 
that decision.

The Garden Guy went 
through at least a decade 
of not growing caladiums. 
If you find yourself in such 
a state, just know the Heart 
to Heart series now boasts 
28 colors. If Burning Heart 
doesn’t fit your palette, there 
are 27 other choices to se-
lect from, whether you want 
bulbs or plants.

Norman Winter, 
horticulturist, garden 

speaker and author 
of “Tough-as-Nails 
Flowers for the South” 
and “Captivating 
Combinations: Color 

and Style in the Garden.” 
Follow him on Facebook 
@NormanWinter 
TheGardenGuy

GARDENING 

This caladium creates 
Burning Heart for your garden

COURTESY OF NORMAN WINTER

Heart to Heart Burning Heart caladiums create a dazzling 
complementary color scheme with the chartreuse foliage 
of Shadowland Coast to Coast hostas.

cayenne but also cumin, 
garlic and onion powder. 
The combination of sweet 
strawberries and savory 
spices was a hit, the per-
fect topping for vanilla ice 
cream or yogurt.

A single teaspoon suf-
ficed for a pound of sweet 
strawberries, half of which 
we cooked with a rela-
tively small amount of 
sugar and lime zest. We 
lightly mashed the cooked 
berries and poured them 
over fresh ones, which 
softened with the com-
pote’s heat.

Substituting garam ma-
sala was just as good with 
the citrus zest and berries, 
though with a different 
flavor profile.

Citrus and Spice 
Strawberry Compote
Start to finish: 20 minutes
Servings: 4 to 6

INGREDIENTS:
1 pound strawberries, 
hulled and quartered
2 tablespoons white sugar, 
divided
Grated zest of 1 lime OR 
1 lemon OR ½ medium 
orange
1 teaspoon chili powder 
OR garam masala
¼ teaspoon coarsely 
ground black pepper
Pinch of kosher salt

DIRECTIONS:
In a medium bowl, toss 
two-thirds of the berries 
with 1 tablespoon of sugar 
and the zest; set aside. In a 
small saucepan, toast the 
chili powder, stirring, until 
fragrant; add the remain-
ing berries, the remaining 
1 tablespoon sugar, the 
pepper, salt and ¼ cup 
water. Simmer, stirring, 
for 5 minutes, then mash 
the berries to break them 
down. Cook, stirring, until 
jammy. Immediately pour 
over the berries in the bowl 
and stir. Let stand for 10 
minutes.

Berries
FROM PAGE 21

KUTZTOWN
Produce Auction, Inc.

PUMPKIN SALES
9/14, 9/21, 9/28, 10/5, 10/12

Fall Consignment Sale Saturday, November 5th

Drop Off is Nov. 4th 12-4pm & Nov. 5th 8am-4pm
www.kutztownproduceauction.com
209 Oak Haven Road, Fleetwood, PA 19522
PHONE: 610-683-7161 • FAX: 610-683-5429

George Frey AU-302-L, Clarence Shirk AU-003757-L

September 15th, September 29th, and October 13th
NURSERY & SHRUB SALESFall
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Compact Utility
Tractors

In stock
for quick
delivery!

We’re proud to sell and
service John Deere equipmeent
for commercial and residenttial

customers.

Zero turn
Z535m
Order yourss
today!

221 Boot Road
Dowingtown, PA 19335

610-873-2001

2555 Pottstown Pike
Pottstown, PA 8021

484-985-8021

Rt. 29 and Little Rd.
Zieglerville, PA 19402

610-287-9643
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BLUE
RIBBON

SPONSORS

RED
RIBBON

SPONSORS

YELLOW
RIBBON

SPONSORS

9:00am-10:00pm daily - -
Free admission

Visit oleyfair.org for complete
event schedule

$$$5 parking Donation - 610.987.3469

Join us
Wednesday, September 14

at 6:30PM at the Main Stage
for the Pumpkin Weigh-Off

Thursday,
September 15:

6:30pm and 8:30pm
Twitty and Lynn
(A salute to Conway
and Loretta featuring

TreTwitty and
Tayla Lynn)

Friday,
September 16:

7:00pm and 9:00pm
Dion Pride

(Son of Charley Pride)

& The Cramer
Brothers Band

Saturday,
September 17:

7:00pm and 9:00pm
The Main

Street Cruisers

MAIN STAGE ENTERTAINMENT

GOLD SPONSORS
Bednar Funeral Home, Inc.
Brad Kissam, Realtor,

RE/MAX of Reading
Clear Flow Water Solutions,

LLC
Dallas Tree Service, Inc.
Dunkin Donuts
Fisher’s Farm Fresh Produce

Fleetwood Bank
Gary Weller Painting
Gotwals Materials
Graber Letterin’, Inc.
Hubner Seed
Levan Machine & Truck

Equipment
Luft Logging, LLC
Oley Valley Community

Education Foundation
Oley Valley Family Dentistry
Pagoda Hill Vineyards
Rhoads Energy/Cool Crew
S.R. Excavating, Inc.
Stitzel Family Funeral

Home & Crematory, Inc.
Thrivent Matt Robb, Brian

Hamm

Tompkins Community Bank
Walbert Funeral Home &

Crematory
Wegman’s Poultry, Inc.
WFMZ-TV

SILVER SPONSORS
Andre Farms
D & J Mechanics

Diamond Credit Union
Elite Fuel Service, LLC
Goodtime Amusements
Herbein & Company, Inc.
Howard L. Stoltzfus

Construction Co. Inc.
New Rhoads Transportation
Oley Valley Community Library
Oley Valley Youth League

PA Industrial Equipment, Inc.
Pike Township Sportsmen’s

Association
Sher & Associates, P.C.
The Bleiler Family
WEIL Antique Center
William R. Gift Oil
Z-Weldco, Inc.

BRONZE SPONSORS
George Miller IV Auction

Company
Glick’s Greenhouse, Inc.
Harner’s Auto Body, Inc.
Kochel Equipment Co. Inc.
LTL Consultants, LTD.
Longacre’s Modern Dairy, Inc.
Lutz Funeral Home

Mull Funeral Home &
Cremation Services

Oley Valley Business
Association

Pagoda Electrical, Inc.
Suburban Water Technology,

Inc.
The Longacre Company
Yellow House Hotel

Thank you to the following sponsors for supporting the 75th ANNUAL OLEY COMMUNITY FAIR!

• 8:00AM – Swine Judging
• 9:00AM – Dairy Judging
• 10:00AM – 11:30AM – Performance by Oley

Valley High School Music Department
• 11:00AM – 1:30 PM – Dr. Squeezebox
• 12:00PM – Opening Bell Ringing Ceremony
• 12:00PM – Beef Judging
• 1:00 PM – 10:00PM – Carnival Rides ($25

wristband valid 1PM-5PM)
• 1:30PM-2:30PM – Glenn Miller
• 3:00 PM-6:00 PM – WEEU live broadcast
• 4:30PM – Children’s PedalTractor Contest (for

children up to 10 years old)
• 6:15PM – Presentation of Commercial Exhibit

Awards
• 6:30PM & 8:30PM –Twitty and Lynn (A Salute

to Conway and Loretta featuringTreTwitty
andTayla Lynn)

• 9:00AM – Sheep Judging, LambTrimming &
Blocking Contest, Dairy Management Contest,
Goat Judging

• 10:00AM -Tractor Pulling Contest
• 10:30 – 11:15AM – Marian & Friends Ventriloquist
• 11:00AM – 10:00PM Carnival Rides ($25 wristband

valid 11AM-3PM)
• 1:00PM – Oley Valley High School Marching Band
• 2:00PM –Youth PedalTractor Pulling Contest (for

ages 11 – 16 years old)
• 2:00PM-4:00PM –Tiggar Strolling Magic Show
• 4:00PM-7:00PM – PA State Fair Queen
• 4:30PM – Big Wheel Contest (for ages 3 –

8 years old)
• 6:30PM – Celebrity Dairy Showmanship Contest
• 7:30PM – 10:00PM – FFA Line Dancing with

DJ Nugget
• 7:00PM & 9:00PM – Dion Pride (Son of Charley

Pride) &The Cramer Brothers Band

• 10:00AM-12:00PM – WIOV’s Casey Allyn
• 10:00AM-11:00AM – Oley Valley Alumni and

Community Band
• 10:00AM – GardenTractor / ATV Pull
• 10:00AM – Adult PedalTractor Pulling Contest

(ages 17 & older)
• 10:00AM-2:00PM – Mid-day Car Show and

AntiqueTractor Show
• 11:00AM – 10:00PM – Carnival Rides
• 12:00PM-2:00PM –The Ringgold Band
• 12:00PM –Youth BaleThrowing Contest (for

youth up to 16 years old)
• 2:00PM – Adult BaleThrowing Contest (for ages

17 & older)
• 2:00PM-5:00PM – Happy Dutchman German

Strolling Band
• 4:00PM – Donut Eating Contest (for all ages)
• 5:30PM-6:30PM – Exeter Community Band
• 6:30PM – Presentation of DepartmentTrophies
• 7:00PM & 9:00PM –The Main Street Cruisers
• 9:30PM – Auction in Agriculture building
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