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By Anne Murphy

Summit Hill author Danny Klecko 
will launch his new book The Dead 
Fitzgeralds on Saturday, September 

24, at Subtext Books in downtown Saint 
Paul. The book is a eulogy to F. Scott and 
Zelda Fitzgerald, a couple whom Klecko 
calls America’s saddest sweethearts, and 
the date is the anniversary of F. Scott’s 
birth in 1896 in his family’s home at 481 
Laurel Ave. in Ramsey Hill.

The Dead Fitzgeralds is a tribute not 
only to Scott and Zelda, but other people 
Klecko views as being significant to the 
literary landscape of Saint Paul. That 
group includes his friend, the city’s late 
poet laureate Carol Connolly, aka the 
Duchess. 

“As a kid, I had an art teacher who told 
us, when painting, you should always 
try to put all your favorite things on the 
canvas at the same time,” he said. “That’s 

why the Fitzgeralds, the Duchess and 
Saint Paul became a natural fit.” 

The Dead Fitzgeralds “explores loss and 
vindication,” Klecko said. “All too often, 
when an artist dies, people choose to fo-
cus on his or her shortcomings or failures. 
I’m eternally grateful to F. Scott and the 
Duchess for their contributions to writ-
ing. I want to take every opportunity to 
remind people how lucky we are to have 
great literature.” 

A baker by trade, Klecko titled his first 
book Hitman-Baker-Casketmaker: Af-
termath of an American’s Clash with ICE, 

which won a Midwest Book Award for 
poetry in 2020. His new book began to 
take shape even as he launched his sec-
ond one, Lincolnland, at the Watergate 
Hotel in Washington, D.C., in 2021. 

“The nation’s capital isn’t that far from 
Rockville, Maryland, where Scott and 
Zelda are buried, so I paid them a visit,” 
Klecko said. “The experience left me de-
pressed. Scott and Zelda came from cit-
ies that were proud and distinct.” Those 
were Saint Paul and Montgomery, Ala-

By Jane McClure

Exemptions to Saint Paul’s new rent 
control ordinance for new construc-
tion, subsidized housing and rental 

units that have been vacated by their ten-
ants were among the changes approved on 
September 7 by the City Council. The coun-
cil is scheduled to vote on the entire pack-
age of rent control changes on September 
14. If approved, the changes would take ef-
fect on January 1, 2023.

City Council members on September 7 
debated eight different amendments to 
the rent control ordinance. More than 50 
people attended the council meeting, and 
more than a dozen spoke. Most speakers 
asked the council not to weaken the ordi-
nance.

Fifty-three percent of Saint Paul voters 
approved the rent control ordinance in a 
citywide referendum last November. The 
ordinance has been called one of the most 
stringent in the nation, capping increases 
in the rent charged on all residential units 
at 3 percent per year. 

The amendments approved on Sep-
tember 7 would remove rent control from 
thousands of units across the city, several 
speakers said. Dayna Kennedy, speaking 
for the Beacon Interfaith Housing Coali-

Summit Hill 
author salutes 
Saint Paul’s 
literary legacy 
in latest book
‘The Dead Fitzgeralds’ 
aims to return Scott & 
Zelda to rightful place 

Mac-Grove’s Paska becomes St. Paul’s first female Eagle Scout

Danny Klecko tips his cap to F. Scott (in bronze at right) and Zelda Fitzgerald and the literary legacy 
of Saint Paul in his new book of verse, The Dead Fitzgeralds.  PHOTO BY BRAD STAUFFER

City Council gives 
preliminary OK to 
7 amendments to 
rent control law
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‘THE DEAD FITZGERALDS’  c4
RENT CONTROL AMENDMENTS  c3

By Janet Lunder Hanafin

When the Boy Scouts of Ameri-
ca opened its ranks to girls in 
2019, Twyla Paska was quick to 

take the Scout Oath. A resident of Macal-
ester-Groveland, she joined all-girl Troop 
7091 in what is now known as Scouts BSA 
and recently became the first young wom-
an in Saint Paul to earn the organization’s 
highest rank of Eagle Scout. Her troop 
is sponsored by Macalester-Plymouth  
United Church.

The road to becoming an Eagle Scout is 

“a long, intensive journey. For most scouts 
it takes several years,” said Scoutmaster 
Jerald Dosch. Only around 6 percent of 
Scouts achieve that status, according to 
him.

Paska, who is now 16 and a junior at 
Central High School, had no Scouting ex-
perience when she joined the troop, but “I 
liked the outdoors, so I thought I’d try it,” 
she said. “I got to do some things I don’t 
think I would’ve done if I hadn’t gotten the 
opportunity.” 

Since she could not join Scouts BSA until 
it was opened to girls ages 11-17 three years 

ago, Paska had less time to work on the Ea-
gle Scout rank than others. Dosch told her 
it was best to get it before her junior year of 
high school. 

“I had to aim high to reach my goal,” 
Paska said. “As far as I remember, from the 
start I wanted to get there.”

Along the way Paska earned 36 merit 
badges. Fourteen of them were required, 
such as first aid, camping, environmental 
science and emergency preparedness. Oth-
ers were her own choices, such as robot-
ics, kayaking, metalworking, game design 
and music. Only 21 badges are necessary 

to obtain Eagle status, and her extra work 
earned her three Eagle Palms in addition to 
her Eagle ranking, Dosch said.

Paska said a big part of becoming an 
Eagle Scout is completing a service project. 
A cat lover whose family has four of them, 
Paska completed a project to build six cat 
trees that she donated to the nonprofit Kit-
ty Revolution to be given to families who 
foster cats awaiting adoption. With the 
help of her dad, Paska designed the pro-
totype apparatus using a computer-aided 

FEMALE EAGLE SCOUT  c2
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design program. 
“The CAD drawing helped 

us with measurements, sup-
plies and eventually cost,” Paska 
said. She gained carpentry skills 
by building the prototype, then 
taught friends and family how to 
construct five more.

As they progress through the 
ranks toward Eagle, Scouts also 
develop leadership skills. Dosch 
said Paska has put in more than 
1,000 days of service in various 
leadership roles in her troop. He 
said she also has camped more 
than 70 nights, not including 
cabin stays, and hiked more than 
150 miles.

Paska said her most memo-
rable Scouting adventure was a 
mountain backpacking trip. Her 
troop took Amtrak to New Mexico 
to the Philmont Scout Ranch, the 
largest Scout camp in the world. 

“We were probably the first 
all-girl troop to go down there,” 
said Paska, who had never back-
packed before. 

In their 12-day trek, the 
Scouts covered 73 miles carry-
ing 40-pound packs. Dosch said 
the group reached the summit of 
Mount Baldy, which at 12,441 feet 
is the highest mountain peak in 
the region. He described the ad-
venture as “a grueling, thrilling, 
life-changing experience.”

Dosch said Paska was nominat-
ed for and attended the weeklong 
Grey Wolf Youth Leader Training 
in 2021. She returned as a mem-
ber of the staff this past summer. 
She was also elected into the Or-
der of the Arrow, the national 
honor society of Scouts BSA.

Dosch pointed out that most of 
Paska’s time in Scouting has been 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
“The added challenges of the 
pandemic didn’t stop her or her 
troop-mates from being deeply 
engaged, active Scouts,” he said. 

As Paska heads back to school 
this fall, she will continue with 
Scouts, but she has plenty more 
on her plate. She is in the aca-

demically challenging Interna-
tional Baccalaureate program 
at Central and intends to earn a 
full IB diploma. For the last four 
years, she has also been training 
in tae kwon do and will continue 
sessions three times a week as she 
works toward her black belt. 

Paska is looking forward to her 
Court of Honor on September 23 
at which she will receive the Ea-
gle medal, neckerchief and patch. 

So is Dosch. 
“It’s been my pleasure getting 

to know and work with Twyla 
over the years, watching her ma-
ture and grow in skills and confi-
dence,” he said. 

Scouting, Paska said, has had 

a significant impact on her life. 
“I’ve gotten more mature,” she 
said. “It’s definitely been eye-
opening, talking to people from 
different places and different 
points of view. I base my beliefs 
on the Scout Law.”

1b FEMALE EAGLE SCOUT

Troop 7091 member Twyla Paska, 16, of Macalester-Groveland is the first female in 
Saint Paul to earn the rank of Eagle Scout.  PHOTO BY BRAD STAUFFER

Twyla Paska presents six custom-
designed cat trees to the cat rescue 

organization Kitty Revolution. Pictured, 
from left, are Robin Holland of Kitty 

Revolution, Paska and troopmate Lucy 
Dosch, who is now the second girl to 

earn Eagle Scout in Troop 7091. At right, 
foster cats use one of the trees created 
as part of Paska’s Eagle service project.

Scouting, Paska said, 
has had a significant 

impact on her life.
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tion, said the city is getting further and 
further away from the rent protections 
voters approved. Vivian Ihekoronye of the 
affordable housing advocacy group ISAIAH 
called the amendments “completely un-
acceptable.” Some of the changes would 
remove rent control from the tenants who 
need it the most, Ihekoronye said.

The City Council on September 7 voted 
to approve a 20-year exemption for new 
construction. The exemption applies to 
the first 20 years of all housing that was 
built within the last 20 years. Rent control 
advocates contend that such a measure 
could lead to more affordable older build-
ings being torn down to make way for new  
buildings.

Maureen Michalski, who is leading Ryan 
Companies’ efforts to redevelop the site 
of Ford Motor Company’s former assem-
bly plant in Highland Park, said a 20-year 
exemption may not be enough to entice 
investors in new housing projects. Devel-
opers were asking for a 30-year exemption. 

Developers, tenant advocates and city 
officials have debated rent control’s effect 
on new housing construction since the 
ordinance was approved. Developers say 
they have had to pull out of projects due to 
the loss of investors discouraged by the un-
certain economics of rent control.

A federal Housing and Urban Develop-
ment report had indicated that building 
permits were up in Saint Paul. However, 
that report was based on raw data that 
may have counted several construction 
permits for the same project, according 
to Nicolle Goodman, director of the city’s 
Department of Planning and Economic  
Development. 

Revised data show that during the first 
six months of 2022, housing construc-
tion permits in Saint Paul were down 31.4 
percent when compared to the four-year 
average for the same six-month period in 
2018-2021. In the entire Twin Cities re-
gion, housing construction permits were 
up almost 40 percent during the first six 
months of 2022. 

“We need new housing,” Goodman said. 
“We need new housing to move forward.”

City Council member Mitra Jalali argued 
for a 15-year exemption for new construc-
tion, and one that only applied to new 
housing going forward. That was the ex-
emption recommended by Mayor Melvin 

Carter’s Rent Stabilization Stakeholders 
Group, she said. According to Jalali, the 20-
year exemption would put too many rent-
ers at risk. But only she and fellow council 
members Russel Balenger and Nelsie Yang 
supported a switch to 15 years.

Another hot-button issue was vacancy 
decontrol. City Council member Chris Tol-
bert had called for partial vacancy decon-
trol, allowing landlords to forgo annual 
3 percent increases while their tenant re-
mained in a rental unit and then use sev-
eral of those increases at once after the ten-
ant moves out. 

City Council member Jane Prince pro-
posed an amendment calling for full va-
cancy decontrol. Approved on a 4-3 vote, 
that measure sets no limit on how much a 
landlord can raise the rents after a tenant 
moves out. According to Prince, since rent 
control took effect, landlords who other-
wise would not have raised the rent for 
longtime tenants were routinely imposing 
3 percent increases in anticipation of need-
ing those increases in the future.

Prince was joined in support of full va-
cancy decontrol by council members Russ 
Balenger, Amy Brendmoen and Chris Tol-
bert. Council members Jalali, Rebecca No-
ecker and Nelsie Yang voted against.

Other measures won unanimous ap-
proval, including two amendments in-
troduced by Noecker. One amendment 
requires landlords to notify prospective 
tenants whether or not a dwelling is ex-
empt from rent control. The other amend-
ment clarifies that inflation as measured by 
the Consumer Price Index can be used by 
a landlord to justify a rent increase above 
the 3 percent cap. However, the landlord 
would still have to get the approval of city 
staff for the larger increase. 

Jalali won unanimous approval for an 
amendment requiring landlords to notify 
tenants before seeking city approval for a 
rent increase above 3 percent. Under cur-
rent practice, landlords do not have to no-
tify tenants until after they receive that city 
approval.

Jalali also won unanimous support to 
amend the “just causes” required for a 
landlord to evict a tenant. Tolbert had 
wanted “disorderly conduct” as one of the 
just causes. Jalali said that language is too 
vague and could be misused.

Other just causes, such as property dam-
age and other lease violations, would re-
main in place.

1b RENT CONTROL AMENDMENTS

By Jane McClure

The Ramsey County Board got its 
first look on September 6 at the 
supplemental county budget for 

2023 as proposed by county manager Ryan 
O’Connor. The $785.4 million budget is 
up about $2.3 million from the 2023 bud-
get approved last December by the County 
Board. The increase comes from state aid 
and other revenue, not from the property 
tax levy.

The proposed levy increase of 4.54 per-
cent is unchanged from what was tenta-
tively approved last December. Ramsey 
County drafts its budget every two years, 
and 2023 is the second year in the bien-
nium. 

O’Connor described the 2023 budget as 
an effort to maintain county services and 
deal with the aftereffects of the COVID-19 
pandemic. In the second year of each bud-
get, county officials generally forgo major 
changes in services and programs and fo-
cus instead on performance measures and 
strategic investments in system changes.

The property tax levy in 2023 will raise 
$346.2 million or about 44 percent of the 
county budget in 2023. Federal, state and 
other intergovernmental revenue will con-
tribute about $216.9 million, or 28 percent 
of the budget. Charges for services will 
fund about $160.7 million, or 20 percent of 
the budget.

The county’s 2023 regional rail levy is 
proposed at $30.4 million. The Housing 
and Redevelopment Authority levy is pro-
posed at $11.4 million. Those levies are un-
changed from 2022 levels.

The County Board approved a $774 mil-
lion budget for 2022. That was supported 
by a property tax levy of $338.7 million, a 
1.55 percent increase over 2021.

The Ramsey County Board has until the 
end of September to adopt a maximum 
levy for 2023. After that date, the levy can 
be lowered but not increased. The county’s 
annual truth in taxation hearing is sched-
uled for 6:30 p.m. Monday, November 28, 
at a site yet to be determined. The final 
budget for 2023 is expected to be adopted 
by the County Board on December 13.

Ramsey Board gets first 
look at ’23 county budget
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bama, respectively. Klecko felt the Fitzger-
alds deserved to be buried in a place of 
more “metropolitan sensibilities,” where 
they might be better appreciated. It was 
on those graves in Rockville that his book’s 
themes of loss and vindication took root.

Fitzgerald, for all of the praise afforded 
his writing, has been criticized for his per-
sonal choices, Klecko said. And Zelda has 
been undervalued as a writer in her own 
right, according to him. 

Writing as he always does in verse, 
Klecko explains in The Dead Fitzgeralds, 
“The more I began to think about it/the 
more it occurred to me/Go green or go 
home/That’s when the answer came to 
me/The reason Scott and Zelda/have held 
iconic roles for a century/is because they 
were fearless.” That fearlessness, he said, 
is the quality that needs to be better ap-

preciated, along with F. Scott’s talent and 
Zelda’s strength. 

Klecko decided he could best immortal-
ize the Fitzgeralds in a book about them 
and his love of literary Saint Paul. In The 
Dead Fitzgeralds, he writes of his own de-
velopment as a writer; his relationship to 
the Duchess, who encouraged his admi-
ration for the Fitzgeralds; and the Fitzger-
alds’ lives after leaving Minnesota for the 
last time.  

Among the locations cited in The Dead 
Fitzgeralds is 599 Summit Ave., the home 
where F. Scott worked on his first novel, 
This Side of Paradise, in the summer of 
1919, and Klecko’s home just up the street. 
Klecko said he was told by the Duchess and 
other Saint Paul authors that this neigh-
borhood is the best place to live if you want 
to be a writer.

One of those authors was Patricia Ham-
pl. Klecko read many of Hampl’s books 
while he was working on The Dead Fitzger-
alds and immersing himself in the literary 
spirit of Saint Paul.

“One of the main things I wanted to ac-
complish with my book was to honor Saint 
Paul,” he said. “Fitzgerald’s Saint Paul was 
very different from mine, so I ended up 
reading Patricia Hampl’s books. Nobody 
captures Saint Paul as well as she.”

The Dead Fitzgeralds is the first in a tril-

ogy. Klecko is already at work on the other 
two books. The second will be titled Zelda 
Fitzgerald’s Bed. It will revolve around 
the time Klecko spent in Montgomery,  
Alabama. 

Klecko first introduced his book on Scott 
and Zelda at the Fitzgerald Museum in 
Montgomery, which is located in a man-
sion where the couple lived for a time. “The 
Fitzgeralds kept separate rooms,” he said. 
“I slept in Zelda’s bedroom. Let’s just say 
the experience was mystical. In Montgom-
ery very little emphasis is placed on Scott. 
It’s almost all Zelda, and Zelda was the 
driving force in that relationship. I find her 
to be uplifting. Scott was an uptight guy, 
so some of his Minnesota landmarks seem 
less celebratory.”

In the final volume of the trilogy, Klecko 
plans to write about his experiences read-
ing with homeless people in Saint Paul. 
“This book will be a series of stories focused 
on the foundation I’ll be starting,” he said. 
“My goal is to bring literature and conver-

sation to the homeless. Just the other day 
I saw a guy camped out in front of a coffee 
shop. I went in and bought an orange juice 
and gave it to him with a copy of (Fitzger-
ald’s) The Great Gatsby. The guy took the 
O.J., but handed back the book, indicating 
he only read stories about wizards.”

Klecko also wants to encourage young 
people to read Fitzgerald. “My son is a high 
school teacher in Saint Paul,” he said. “He 
introduced me to a librarian who said that 
students are rarely assigned book reports 
any more. It’s believed that young people 
won’t engage. So instead of doing book re-
ports, it’s now common for young people 
to study a single paragraph from a book. 
Can you imagine covering Gatsby in a para-
graph? I’ve been talking with the Saint Paul 
Public Library about piecing together some 
Fitzgerald programs that’ll be relevant in 
our modern era.”

The book launch for The Dead Fitzgeralds 
will begin at 1 p.m. at Subtext Books, 6 W. 
Fifth St. Admission is free and open to all.

Summit Hill 
author Danny 
Klecko’s new 
book, The Dead 
Fitzgeralds, 
centers around 
F. Scott and 
Zelda Fitzgerald 
and the literary 
legacy of his 
and F. Scott’s 
hometown.

PHOTO BY 
BRAD STAUFFER

1b ‘THE DEAD FITZGERALDS’ The Dead Fitzgeralds is the first 
in a trilogy. Klecko is already 

at work on the other two books. 
The second will be titled Zelda 
Fitzgerald’s Bed. It will revolve 
around the time Klecko spent in 
Montgomery. “I slept in Zelda’s 

bedroom,” he said. “Let’s just say 
the experience was mystical.”
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By Jane McClure

Saint Paul’s Downtown Alliance is one 
month into its Let’s Grow promo-
tion, offering free rent for up to six 

months as an incentive for new tenants to 
fill vacant storefronts. As of last week the 
promotion had drawn interest from about 
90 prospective tenants. Leases had been 
signed by Boutique Ramadhan Designs in 
Wells Fargo Place and the economic devel-
opment firm 2043 SBC at Treasure Island 
Center. Other leases are in the offing. 

“This is about filling the vacancies that 
have opened up over the past couple of 
years and filling downtown with life and 
energy again,” said Joe Spencer, president 
of the Downtown Alliance. 

The alliance works with about 350 busi-
nesses on the streets and in the skyways 
of downtown. About 35 or 40 closed their 

doors since early 2020. “A certain amount 
of business turnover is normal,” Spencer 
said, “but this has not been normal.”

Let’s Grow is supported with $1 million 
from the city’s share of the federal Ameri-
can Rescue Plan and $1 million in matching 
funds from the Knight Foundation. Private 
businesses have also contributed, making 
a total of about $3 million available.

The Downtown Alliance has hired two 
real estate experts to work with build-
ing owners and prospective tenants: Lee 
Krueger, former president and chief execu-
tive officer of the Saint Paul Port Authority, 
and D’Angelos Svenkeson, a principal with 
NEOO Partners.

The free leases can be in force for up to 
six months, although shorter-term agree-
ments are also possible, for example, in 
conjunction with a sports tournament or 
special event. Though rent is not charged, 
tenants may be asked to cover other costs, 
such as utilities and insurance, and meet 
other conditions set by the landlord.

If a short-term tenant decides to sign a 

traditional lease and remain downtown, 
“all the better,” Spencer said. “We’ve asked 
building owners to be flexible.” If a paying 
tenant is found for a space occupied by a 
short-term occupant taking advantage of 
the free rent, the short-term occupant will 
be relocated.

“We’ve heard from a wide range of pro-
spective occupants, and we’re very open to 
new ideas,” Spencer said. Gift shops, holi-
day markets, artist collectives and small 
professional offices are all being courted. 

Downtown Saint Paul last tried to pro-
mote pop-up businesses in 2008 during 
the Republican National Convention as 
part of the Red Carpet Retail Initiative. A 
key difference this time around are the ad-
ditional resources dedicated to staffing the 
program and assisting participating busi-
nesses over the long term.

The number of downtown ambassadors 
who help clean up the public areas and 
perform  tasks related to public safety is 
being increased from 12 to 20. Art installa-
tions and special events are also planned as 

part of the promotion. 
Downtown’s real estate market overall 

remains mixed. The vacancy rate for com-
mercial properties this summer hovered 
at 15 to 18 percent, according to Jones Lang 
LaSalle and Avison Young, who recently 
gave a presentation to the Ramsey County 
Board. It is estimated that 18 to 25 percent 
of the office space in the Twin Cities is cur-
rently vacant. 

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues 
to ease, more and more downtown office 
workers are expected to return. Vacancies 
give a negative impression to employees 
and visitors alike, Spencer said. Downtown 
also suffers from fears about public safety, 
he added.

Downtown Saint Paul is adjusting to a 
new normal, according to Spencer. Howev-
er, “the trend lines are moving in the right 
direction,” he said. Evening and weekend 
events are back at pre-pandemic levels, 
Spencer said, and Let’s Grow is positioned 
to take advantage of that activity and con-
tribute to it.

Alliance boosts downtown’s resurgence with free storefont leases
Effort is aimed at filling 
three dozen vacancies
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By Jane McClure

Three minor amendments regarding 
lighting standards, fence materials 
and street-level uses for new struc-

tures have been approved for the city of 
Saint Paul’s master plan for the Highland 
Bridge development in Highland Park. The 
amendments were given the green light on 
September 7 by staff from the city’s Public 
Works, Parks and Recreation, and Planning 
and Economic Development departments 
following a review by the Saint Paul Plan-
ning Commission’s Comprehensive and 
Neighborhood Planning Committee.

The amendments will accommodate the 

University of Saint Thomas’ plan to con-
struct new baseball and softball fields, a 
parking ramp and practice facilities on a 
former rail yard at the southeastern corner 
of the 122-acre Highland Bridge site.

UST has been working for the past sev-
eral months with Highland Bridge master 
developer Ryan Companies on its plans for 
the sports facilities. The 13-acre rail yard is 
owned by Canadian Pacific Railway, but 
Ryan has the property under contract. Ini-
tially, five major and three minor amend-
ments to the master plan were being eyed 
for the sports complex. However, that was 
before UST decided to remove the hockey 
arena from the site plan. 

One of the amendments will allow light-
ing standards of up to 90 feet tall for the 
baseball and softball fields. The master 
plan for that area of Highland Bridge cur-
rently limits the height of lighting stan-
dards to 20 feet. However, any new light-
ing must be directed away from adjacent 
residential areas to meet the requirements 
of the master plan. According to Maureen 
Michalski of Ryan Companies, the new 
lighting will be directed onto the ballfields 
and will not shine all night.

A second amendment will allow chain 
link fences to be installed for the ballfields. 
Chain link is not currently allowed as a per-
manent fence material at Highland Bridge.

The third amendment will remove the 
requirement that all new structures have 
active uses at street level, such as a retail 
store. New retail uses would not be practi-
cal for the parking ramp that UST is plan-
ning, Michalski said. Grade changes in the 
area where the ramp will be built are an-
other factor. Instead of retail, a plaza and 
landscaping are planned for the parking 
ramp’s street frontage.

The master plan for Highland Bridge was 
adopted  in 2017 and amended in 2019. Ma-
jor plan amendments and zoning changes 
must be approved by the Planning Com-
mission and City Council. Minor amend-
ments may be approved by city staff.

Changes to Highland Bridge master plan pave way for UST ballfields

By Jane McClure

Amuch-debated plan for a new 72-
unit apartment building at the 
southwest corner of Graham Av-

enue and Sue Street in Highland Park got 
mixed reviews on September 8. The Saint 
Paul Planning Commission’s Zoning Com-
mittee recommended a zoning change and 
conditional use permit for added height 
for the building. However, it rejected vari-
ances for setbacks and for greater density. 

The committee’s recommendations will 
be reviewed by the full Planning Commis-
sion on September 16. The commission 
would rule on the permit and variances. 
The zoning change would need to be ap-
proved by the City Council.

The project has sparked a controversy in 
a neighborhood where new housing has 
raised concerns about parking congestion 
and traffic safety. The Highland District 

Council and city planner Spencer Johnson 
had recommended approval of the zoning 
change, permit and two variances. Howev-
er, more than two dozen letters opposing 
the project were received by city staff.

Local residents contend that the area is 
already overwhelmed with new develop-
ments and that the new housing would 
make matters worse. Another concern is 
the loss of more than a dozen trees on the 
properties to be redeveloped.

The developer of the apartments is Se-
nior Housing Partners, an affiliate of Pres-
byterian Homes and Services, which op-
erates several buildings of senior housing 
in the area, including Highland Path and 
Highlands of Saint Paul. According to Sam 
Jagodzinski of Senior Housing Partners, 
the new building would provide needed 
housing, including housing for Presbyte-
rian Homes employees.

According to neighbors, Presbyterian 

Homes employees and vendors do not use 
the off-street parking available to them 
and instead park on the streets. Motor-
ists also speed through the area, they said. 
“I’ve had close calls with my kids on their 
bikes,” said Brian Arbuckle.

Jagodzinski said the proposed building’s 
55 off-street parking spaces should help re-
duce parking pressure on the streets. Thir-
ty-five spaces would be in an underground 
parking structure. The rest would be in a 
surface parking lot.

The proposed four-story apartment 
building would require demolishing two 
duplexes at 1413 Sue St. and 1883 Norfolk 
Ave. The Norfolk duplex is zoned for sin-
gle-family use and would need to be re-
zoned for multi-family use. The Sue Street 
address and 1891 Norfolk are already zoned 
for multi-family use.

The vote recommending the rezoning 
was 3-1, with commissioner Luis Rangel 

Morales in opposition. He wanted more 
information on the historic status of the 
dwelling at 1883 Norfolk. Neighbors said 
the house is well over a century old.

Rangel Morales also cast the sole dis-
senting vote on the conditional use permit, 
which would allow a building height of up 
to 58 feet, or 8 feet above the normal maxi-
mum. 

The committee voted 3-1 to recommend 
that the variance requests be rejected. The 
majority contended that the variances 
were being sought for financial reasons 
and not because of any practical difficulty. 
A finding of practical difficulty is required. 

One of the variances is for a front yard 
setback of 14 feet, 7 inches. A setback of 25 
feet is normally required. However, John-
son noted, that block of Sue Street has an 
unusually wide 80-foot right-of-way. Be-
cause of that, he said, the proposed setback 
is more than 39 feet from the curb.

Proposed workforce housing at Graham and Sue gets mixed review
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By Jane McClure

Fourteen downtown 
area businesses and 
residents are suing 

the city of Saint Paul and 
the nonprofit Listening 
House over a proposed new 
day shelter for homeless 
people in the former Red’s 
Savoy Pizza at 421 E. Sev-
enth St. The suit was filed 
on September 7 in Ramsey 
County District Court. 

The plaintiffs contend 
that city officials did not 
provide proper notice of 
the decision on where the 
day shelter would be lo-
cated. They also object to a 
lack of notice for financing 
the project, allege negligence and antici-
pate that the drop-in center will be a public 
nuisance. They seek more than $50,000 in 
damages.

The 24-page complaint contends that 
having the shelter in the Lafayette Park 
neighborhood near downtown will cause 
“irreparable harm to business operations.”

The plaintiffs are Lowertown and La-
fayette Park businesses and residents Bar-
rel Theory, Bulldog Lowertown, Dacotah 
Properties, Dark Horse Bar, Earl & Wilson 
Event Center, Gopher Bar, Heppner’s Auto 
Body, Kat-Key’s Lock & Safe, MB Prop-
erties, Saramar Enterprises, Schurmeier 
Lofts, building owners Tom and Sandra Er-
ickson, and resident Matthew Gross.

Attorney Patrick O’Neill Jr., who repre-
sents the group, said the plaintiffs already 
deal with issues caused by people who are 
homeless. Problems with crime and anti-
social behavior around Listening House’s 
former day shelter at 296 W. Seventh St. 
are cause for concern for his clients, O’Neill 
said. Known as Freedom House, that shel-
ter opened in 2021 in a former fire station, 
but was forced to close this spring after 
several West End residents and business 
people filed suit. The city plans to return 
the building to the Fire Department.

O’Neill said most of his clients did not 
know about the planned location of the 
new facility until after it was approved. 

He said the intent is to stop the building 
from being renovated until the request for 
a restraining order can be heard. Listening 
House is now in the midst of a fundraising 
campaign to pay for the renovation of the 
former restaurant.

Zoning code changes made by the city 
several months ago mean Listening House 
can open the new day shelter at the site 
without a conditional use permit or a 
public hearing before the city’s Planning  
Commission. 

O’Neill’s clients have raised objections to 
the lack of a Planning Commission process 
as well as lack of notice about a July deci-
sion by the Saint Paul Housing and Rede-
velopment Authority board to provide a 
$1.4 million forgivable loan to renovate the 
old restaurant. The funds are from a pool of 
unspent tax increment financing money.

“There was no public hearing. There was 
no chance for public input,” O’Neill said.

As many as 200 people a day are expect-
ed to use the drop-in shelter, which serves 
people when overnight shelters are closed. 
The shelter is intended to give people a 
place to relax, get something to eat, and 
meet with social service providers. 

Listening House will issue a statement 
in the future about the lawsuit, accord-
ing to executive director Molly Jalma. The 
city has also received the filing and will re-
spond, said Kamal Baker, a spokesperson 
for Mayor Melvin Carter.

By Jane McClure

The Highland District Council voted 
8-7 on September 1 to support the 
construction of an asphalt sidewalk 

on the Highland National Golf Course side 
of Hamline Avenue between Highland 
Parkway and Montreal Avenue.

The HDC will partner with city staff to 
submit a $305,000 funding request for the 
project through Saint Paul’s Neighborhood 
Sales Tax Revitalization (STAR) program. 
The request will go to the Neighborhood 
STAR Board and City Council this fall, with 
the goal of construction taking place at 
some point next year.

Hamline lacks sidewalks on both sides 
of the street. The golf course side has long 
been used by runners and walkers.

“Right now, we just have a goat path,” 
said Adam Yust, legislative aide to City 
Council member Chris Tolbert.

The sidewalk would be 6-8 feet wide,  
Yust said. It would detour around larger 
trees, and six small trees would be removed 
and replaced elsewhere.

HDC members were split on the idea, 
with some raising questions about safety. 
The city would put up signs warning pe-

destrians to watch out for errant golf balls.
Others asked if the path could go on the 

east side of Hamline, but that would mean 
working with property owners and likely 
paying to reconfigure some retaining walls.

“Is there really a need for it?” asked HDC 
board member Rabbi Moishe Kasowitz.

“I’d love a protected sidewalk,” said HDC 
board member Kathleen Anderson, who 
lives near the golf course. She said people 
now walk and run in the street because 
there are no sidewalks.

HDC board member Lindsay Shimizu 
said that ideally both sides of Hamline 
would have sidewalks eventually.

The City Council adopted a pedestrian 
plan in 2019 that identifies areas where 
adding sidewalks is a priority. The streets 
around Highland National and the High-
land 9-Hole golf courses were identified as 
high-priority areas, as are other parts of the 
Highland Park neighborhood.

The city has about 1,100 miles of side-
walks. Many streets lack sidewalks on one 
or both sides. In 2019, the city reported 
327 miles of sidewalk gaps. Those gaps are 
most common in industrial areas, and in 
residential and commercial areas devel-
oped after the 1940s to favor automobiles.

HDC supports Hamline Ave. sidewalk 

Businesses, residents sue city 
over day shelter for homeless

Listening House wants to turn the former Red’s Savoy restaurant on 
East Seventh Street and Lafayette road into a drop-in day shelter.
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VIEWPOINT
Trail would destroy Summit

My grievance is in response to the trees that will be 
destroyed as a consequence of the city of Saint Paul’s 
plan to build the Summit Avenue Regional Trail. I am in 
full disagreement with the proposed off-road bike and 
pedestrian trail. Do any of the council members who will 
be making this decision live on Summit? Do they know 
how it will affect the neighborhood? Or is this about 
spending money because they have a budget? We’re 
talking about 4.5 miles—4.5 beautiful, historic miles, a 
place where you can step out and get a little nature in an 
urban setting. 

Along Summit a pothole will reveal the bricks that 
lie beneath the pavement. I bet if the bricks were still 
exposed along Summit, this would not be happening. But 
the bricks are not what bring people to Summit. It is the 
history, the houses, spending time among the trees. No 
matter the season, it is a space where we spend time with 
our families, with our dogs or alone. There are squirrels, 
rabbits, birds, wild plants, foliage, flowers and more. 
What the city is proposing would destroy the trees. It 
would destroy history and a community. 

I walk Summit Avenue every day with my dog. There 
are many people with dogs who enjoy this area. It is the 
reason so many have purchased homes in this area. My 
condo does not have a yard. I am one house away from 
Summit, where my dog has a big area in which to play. 
Many dogs walk by my condo on their way to that grassy 
oasis for a little puppy playtime.

The Save Our Street signs you see along Summit ignite 
thoughts and emotions of 4.5 miles of possible change 
in how we live every day. Summit’s trees provide shade 
for children walking home from school. Day-care babies 
play every day under the trees to keep cool from the hot 
sun. I see college students studying, an old man reading 
and two lovers lying under the shade. These few miles of 
Summit are deeply rooted in how we live day to day.

Just because we can does not mean we should. I do not 
think the city understands the magnitude of change that 
they are proposing.

Cynthia Rapacz
Summit Hill

Vote ‘no’ on UST sports complex
What a travesty! In a long-established, quiet residential  

area, welcome to loud noise, lights and intrusive traffic 
at varying hours. Land planned for senior housing and 
businesses that would provide air, open space and taxes 
is swallowed up. Planned, decent living arrangements 
are swept away to accommodate a private university that 
would forever pay no taxes to our city.

Why can’t the University of Saint Thomas be sensitive 
to communities? Ryan Companies wants an immediate 
return on its investment. Who doesn’t? But real estate can 
turn very quickly. Surely, it can adjust its plans.

High traffic volume belongs in commercial or semi-
commercial areas. Vote “no” to a sports complex at 
Highland Bridge.

Dorothy Lipschultz
Highland Park

Mayor’s budget is out of touch
It’s too bad we can’t recall Saint Paul Mayor Melvin 

Carter in this November’s election. We’ll have to wait two 
more years to do so. His recent proposal to increase the 
city tax levy by 15.34 percent for 2023 (MyVillager, August 
31) is out of touch with reality. We property taxpayers do 
not have endlessly deep pockets. To have a $781.5 million 
budget with a debt service of $49.2 million means that 
we’re already living on a borrowed 6.2 percent. What rate 
of interest is that costing?

The mayor does not need two more staff members. He’s 
already hired five staffers who cost the citizens $500,000 
per year. Why hire more librarians when library hours 
have been cut back so much? We need to bring back the 
25 cents per day overdue charge on library materials. This 
cost does not unduly affect the poor; they can read the 
date on the library slip as well as anybody else, and that 
money is a source of income for our libraries.

And the recent court ruling exempting nonprofit 
organizations that own property from street maintenance 
costs puts more of a strain on private property owners. 

The city should shame such institutions into paying their 
fare share of what it costs to maintain city services—
perhaps by painting their curbs in day-glow orange. I’d 
gladly send in $10 for the cost of two cans of spray paint.

In the meantime, I think we nix any new city services 
until we can pay the upkeep on what we already have. 
Then in the next election we give this mayor the heave-ho 
and elect someone who understands a bottom line.

Kathleen Deming
Macalester-Groveland

A plea for new trees
As a longtime Saint Paul resident, I have been shaken by 

the devastation of the city’s clear-cutting of trees. While 
bad for property values and livability, it is devastating to 
our efforts to combat climate change. 

I reached out to the mayor’s office this spring to 
encourage the city to require that all developers in Saint 
Paul commit to maintaining the health of newly planted 
trees for three years. Every effort should also be made to 
plant native trees that are compatible with our climate 
and wildlife and pollinator needs. If a tree is going to die, 
it usually does so in the first three years. Unfortunately, 
I have heard nothing from the mayor’s office on this 
request, so I am reaching out to the community to 
encourage support of the idea. 

Residents need look no further than the Highland 
Bridge project to see a significant number of newly 
planted trees either dead or dying. They were planted 
during drought years and never cared for. This is 
especially troubling in the face of Ryan Companies’ claims 
that more than 1,000 trees will be planted throughout 
Highland Bridge. If the new trees don’t survive, Ryan’s 
claims are false and it should not have access to taxpayer-
funded subsidies.

Teresa Morrow
Macalester-Groveland

Vote Maczko for MH mayor
Mendota Heights citizens appeared at City Council 

meetings last year opposing the approval of two 
new apartment buildings in the Plaza at Dodd Road 
and Highway 62. The city’s seven-member Planning 
Commission, after extensive examination of both 
proposals over several months, voted 6-1 and 5-2 
against these apartment projects, which exceeded by 
over 100 units the number ordinarily permitted in this 
high-density zoning district. Only the developer, the 
property owner and one citizen spoke in favor of these 
projects before the City Council or Planning Commission. 
Nevertheless, Mayor Stephanie Levine and council 

members John Mazzitello and Joel Paper ignored citizens’ 
concerns as well as the overwhelming opposition of the 
commission charged with studying the proposals and 
approved both apartment projects. 

The above information is background for my support 
this fall of John Maczko for mayor of Mendota Heights. 
John, unlike our current mayor, has lived his entire life in 
Mendota Heights, attended public schools here, raised his 
family here, and understands how this city has become 
one of the most desirable places to live in the metro area. 
He has served as a member of the city’s Volunteer Fire 
Department and as its chief for 32 years. His employment 
in the city of Saint Paul’s Public Works Department for 
over 30 years has provided him with an understanding 
of how city government works. He understands the 
importance of being sensitive to the concerns of fellow 
citizens and the recommendations of commissions 
established to provide analysis to city governing bodies.

John has a bachelor’s degree in civil engineering 
from the University of Minnesota and an MBA from the 
University of Saint Thomas. He has completed courses 
in the Latimer Leadership Program at the Humphrey 
Institute of Public Affairs and the Penn State Executive 
Management Program. He is the best qualified candidate 
for mayor of Mendota Heights. I urge Mendota Heights 
voters to support him.

Bernard P. Friel
Mendota Heights

Pig’s Eye Lake is transformed
There’s new land being created on Saint Paul’s East 

Side. It’s not a volcano spewing out lava into the sea. It’s 
an Army Corps of Engineers project creating multiple 
islands in the 628-acre Pigs Eye Lake. There one can see 
a huge pipe disgorging a slurry of dredge sand and water 
that is being molded into seven ever-increasing islands by 
bulldozers and other heavy equipment. The islands will 
stabilize shorelines, help restore wetlands and improve 
wildlife habitat.

Pigs Eye Lake is part of Saint Paul’s Pigs Eye Regional 
Park (or Battle Creek Regional Park depending on what 
source you use). If you are a careful driver, you can motor 
all the way into the park off Child’s Road. Even from the 
park’s southern shore on Pigs Eye Lake, the island work 
is a long way off. For a better view, take Highway 61 to 
Lower Afton Road and then turn south on Point Douglas 
Road. Within a short distance, you’ll find safe spots to pull 
over and view the project.

I bird-watch around there frequently and a week ago 
was pleased to see around 800 ring-billed gulls strung 
out in a long line on the island’s growing shoreline, 

By Kent Petterson

The city of Saint Paul, as the owner and one of 
the partners of the proposed Mississippi River 
Learning Center in Crosby Farm Regional Park, 

hosted a public meeting on August 11 to unveil an initial 
schematic design for the 25-acre site. The site was 
identified by the city’s 2012 Great River Passage (GRP) 
plan as an important element in an effort to envision 
river parkland as more natural, more urban and more 
connected.

As an active participant in the GRP study, I was 
happy to be able to check in on the progress of this 
project to further those goals. There is a lot to like 
in the schematic design. New traffic controls and 
crosswalks are proposed on Shepard Road as well as 
new signage and improved access for all modes of 
transit. Sympathetic planning to achieve the GRP goals 
is evident.

Other major partners in the learning center project 
are the Great River Passage Conservancy, the National 
Park Service, Mississippi Park Connection and Your 
Boat Club. Consultation with the Dakota Indians and 
other citizens was sought.

One major request was that the project respect the 
cultural landscape and go light on the land. The Park 
Service, Mississippi Park Connection and Great River 
Passage Conservancy have all wisely opted not to be in 

the flood plain but to be housed within a building at the 
top of the bluff.

Here are my suggestions to improve the proposed 
schematic design:

• Move the River Learning Center classroom into the 
meeting room at the top of the bluff and out of flood 
danger.

• In keeping with the more natural theme of the GRP, 
all public facilities (i.e., restrooms, rentals, classrooms) 
that are built in the valley should be open air, flood-
proof or portable, and accessible to all.

• Food service in the valley through trucks and carts 
can be creatively flexible for all occasions.

• The only enclosed building in the flood plain should 
be Your Boat Club as the operator of the marina and its 
support facilities.

• There is entirely too much relocation of soil and 
changes to the contours on the river’s edge. This is 
dangerous to the stability of the water’s edge and opens 
up the area to new erosion.

• The handicapped-accessible tree canopy walkway 
down the bluff has to be dropped. It will be a headache 
for maintenance and, more important, will require 
initial and constant disturbance of the bluff, leading to 
erosion problems. 

Kent Petterson is the owner of Terrace Horticultural 
Books on Saint Paul’s West End.

Plan for River Learning Center can be improvedINBOX

INBOX   c9
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along with double-crested cormorants and scattered 
Canada geese. A modest number of barn swallows are 
always flitting over the lake in their aerial acrobatics, 
catching insects in the air and on the water’s surface. The 
occasional bald eagle and great blue heron also grace the 
lake.

Herons have a lively rookery on the lake’s far southern 
reaches. Their rookery also hosts great egrets. Come 
migration season, the lake fills up with a plethora of 
waterfowl, warblers and shorebirds. When the island 
project ends in fall 2025, it will be a sight to behold.

Bob Brereton
Macalester-Groveland

Democrats ought to take stock
For those who remember President John F. Kennedy, do 

you ever wonder what happened to the JFK Democrats? 
The Kennedy administration (1961-63) was in the midst 
of a young post-World War II generation that had been 
raised with more affluence and education and rejected 
the wars and policies of the previous generation. They 
ushered in a rebellious and idealistic liberalism to create 
social change.

The 1960s did change many things in our society. The 
Democrat Party has also changed drastically since JFK. In 
his book, Commies: A Journey Through the Old Left, the New 
Left and the Leftover Left, Ronald Radosh explains how the 

Democrat Party became infiltrated with communists and 
socialists that created the leftist political culture we see 
today.

Communism and socialism just didn’t go away during 
or after the Cold War. It infiltrated the Democrat Party. 
That’s why we see the extreme behaviors and actions 
of today’s Democrats. They are driven by socialists and 
communists and a “squad” of ideologues. This cabal 
of contingencies isn’t good for our nation and could 
ultimately change America forever.

JFK Democrats, of which there are fewer and fewer 
today, need to decide if they believe in the new far-left 
direction their party has taken, or if they should create 
a new branch of the Democrat Party—or even a new 
party—that maintains the principles Democrats used to 
stand for. 

Gary Hukriede
White Bear Lake

Do write, won’t you?
MyVillager welcomes letters to the editor and longer 

guest editorials. However, all commentary must be 
signed, indicate the neighborhood in which the writer 
lives and include a phone number for verification 
purposes. Send your commentary to MyVillager, 241 S. 
Cleveland Ave., Suite V, Saint Paul, MN 55105, email it 
to letters@myvillager.com or submit it via our website 
at myvillager.com/editorial. The views expressed are 
not the views of MyVillager. 
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By Jane McClure

The new Lunds & Byerlys su-
permarket at Ford Parkway 
and Cretin Avenue is one step 

closer to obtaining an on-sale liquor 
license. The Saint Paul Planning Com-
mission on August 19 unanimously 
recommended that the City Council 
approve the expansion of the High-
land Village commercial development 
district to include the 122-acre High-
land Bridge development. The City 
Council will hold a public hearing on 
the expansion at 10 a.m. Wednesday, 
September 14, at the Highland Park 
Community Center, 1978 Ford Pkwy. 

Lunds & Byerlys plans to open its 
new store on September 29, moving 
from its longtime location in the near-
by Highland Village Center. Its hope 
is to operate a bar on the mezzanine 
level of the store. The Mezz, as it will 
be called, would have 30 self-serve 
taps featuring local craft beers, selt-
zers and wines, according to Lunds 

& Byerlys spokesperson Aaron Soren-
son. Seating will be available indoors 
and atop an outdoor roof.

Saint Paul has more than a dozen 
commercial development districts—
areas where businesses can get on-
sale liquor licenses above the maxi-
mum number other wise allowed in 

their wards. 
The Highland Village 

commercial develop-
ment district currently 
encompasses just the Chi-
potle restaurant at 2078 
Ford Pkwy. The expanded 
district would include the 
Highland Bank building at 
2100 Ford Pkwy., the two 
Highland Village Center 
buildings at 2110 and 2128 
Ford Pkwy., and the High-
land Bridge development.

The Highland District 
Council voted on Septem-
ber 1 to recommend the 
approval of the expanded 
commercial development 

district. The expanded district would 
only have the two on-sale liquor li-
censes—at Chipotle and Lunds & 
Byerlys. Highland Bridge master de-
veloper Ryan Companies has indicat-
ed that no additional on-sale liquor 
licenses are planned.

Liquor district could expand to Highland Bridge

Lunds & Byerlys hopes to operate a bar at its new High-
land Bridge store that is set to open on September 29.
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Call us at 612-722-7129
2301 East 25th St., Minneapolis

Garlock-French.com

Roofing, Chimneys, Sheet Metal and more

MN License #BC001423

While other roofers may come and go, Garlock-French 
endures. We have been providing skilled roofing solutions

with friendly,  reliable service for over 90 years 
(that’s 630 dog-years). And, we guarantee our work.

We’ve been up on roofs longer, and it shows.
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RSVP REQUIRED
Call 612.377.7841 or visit
washburn-mcreavy.com/seminars

SEPTEMBER 20, 10 AM | Bloomington Chapel
SEPTEMBER 20, 6:30 PM | Eden Prairie Chapel
SEPTEMBER 22, 10 AM | Hopkins Chapel

Free Educational
Pre-Planning Seminars
So you can focus on the here and now.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

By Frank Jossi

For years Roxanne Portnoy 
and her family used their at-
tached single-car garage for 

storing just about anything but a 
car. Located between their High-
land Park home and the two-car 
garage they built to replace it, the 
smaller garage held bicycles, gar-
den tools, landscaping supplies, a 
refrigerator, a freezer, two work-
benches and boxes of used cloth-
ing and household goods await-
ing donation.

“It was always a huge mess in 
there,” Portnoy said. “It was a 
junk room, and we always kept 
the doors shut.”

Today, that space has been 
transformed into a sleek home of-
fice. French doors have replaced 
the lift-up garage door and serve 
as an inviting back entrance with 
a small vestibule where fam-
ily members can hang their coats 
and sit on a bench to remove their 
shoes. The two side walls of the 
office are lined with cabinets and 
long matte granite counters that 
serve as desks. Desk drawers and 
cabinets are located beneath the 
counters, offering plenty of room 

for storage. Additional cabinets 
have been installed above the 
desks, framing the windows on 
both side walls. 

The idea of replacing the shed 
with an office came after Rox-
anne tried to convince her hus-
band, Gary, to replace the aging 
garage door with French doors. 
He agreed, but only if the entire 
space were reimagined as a mul-
tipurpose room and office. The 
couple hired Plekkenpol Builders 
to do the remodeling.

Roxanne and Gary have other 
offices in their home, but prefer 
to work in the new space. Gary 
likes the natural light that his 
basement office does not offer. 
Roxanne likes the spacious desk 
surfaces where she can spread 
out when working on volunteer 
projects.

“We didn’t need it for the office 
space so much as an extra room 
to add more convenient storage,” 
Portnoy said.

The couple moved the items 
from the old garage into their 
newer two-car garage and other 
areas of the house, Portnoy said. 
They moved the freezer to a porch 
and placed a new refrigerator on 

the back wall of the home office. 
The new cabinets come in 

handy. Portnoy used to store her 
food processor, blender and other 
appliances in the basement when 
she did not have enough space 
for them in the kitchen. With the 
new cabinets, they are now just 
steps away.

Plekkenpol Builders did excep-
tional work, Portnoy said. When 
the couple did not like the look 
of plywood wainscotting on the 
ceiling, the contractor replaced 
it with tongue-and-groove pan-
eling. “We liked the company’s 
craftsmanship, and they stood 
behind their work,” she said. 

Project supervisor Tahzeeb 

Hirji-Walji said the remodeling 
presented challenges. The garage 
floor had to be leveled before the 
installation of a wood subfloor, 
spray foam and the equipment 
for a heated floor. The crew from 
Plekkenpol capped the subfloor 
with floating luxury vinyl plank 
flooring that looks like wood, he 
said. 

The existing ceiling was ripped 
out to take advantage of the 
pitched roof. Plekkenpol installed 
beams to support the roof and 
walls and added insulation and 
new windows to improve energy 
efficiency. Skylights were in-
stalled in the ceiling.

“It was a unique project,” Hirji-

Walji said. “Just to remove the 
ceiling, we had to modify the 
structure and get some engineer-
ing done to make that happen. 
There was a lot to do in a relative-
ly small space.”

Roxanne and Gary have lived 
in the house for 17 years. They re-
cently moved out while Plekken-
pol remodels the kitchen, another 
long-deferred project that should 
be wrapped up later this year. 
The couple are looking forward 
to getting back in their house and 
enjoying the new office and mul-
tipurpose space.

Their seven grandchildren 
“think the space is great,” Port-
noy said.

The Twin Cities Arts and Crafts Design Show and Sale 
will return to the Minnesota State Fairgrounds on the 
weekend of September 24-25. The largest show in the 
Midwest of furniture and accessories from the American 
Arts and Crafts movement will run from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Saturday and 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Sunday in the Fine Arts Build-
ing. Dealers in antiques from the Art Moderne, Art Deco 
and Mid-Century styles will also be selling their wares. 
Admission is $7. For information, call 651-695-1902 or visit 

eastwoodgallery.com/show-page.

The Garden Club of Ramsey County is returning to in-
person meetings. Courtney Tchida, community programs 
coordinator for the Minnesota State Horticultural Soci-
ety, will talk about the Garden-in-a-Box program that she 
manages during the club’s meeting at 7 p.m. Monday, Sep-
tember 19, at Saint Luke Lutheran Church, 1807 Field Ave. 
Admission is free. Contact ramseygardeners.org.

The 2022 Fall Parade of Homes has 340 homes open for 
touring from noon-6 p.m. Thursdays through Sundays 
from now through October 2. Admission is free, with the 
exception of five Dream Homes where a $5 fee will help the 
Housing First Minnesota Foundation build and remodel 
homes for Minnesotans in need. This year’s tour will also 
offer people a chance to win $10,000 toward a down-
payment on their first home. For more information, visit 
paradeofhomes.org.

Home & Garden Clippings

Office that works
New multipurpose room is 
the answer to many needs

Roxanne and 
Gary Port-
noy have 
transformed 
their former 
attached 
garage into 
a his and 
her home 
office. The 
spacious, 
well-lit 
room has a 
vaulted ceil-
ing, scads of 
cabinets and 
a second 
refrigerator 
just steps 
away from 
the Highland 
Park home’s 
kitchen.
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MIKE SMITH | BROKER
Old Home Aficionado

651.324.6211
mikesmithrealty@gmail.com
andersonrealtymn.com

Selling real estate is not just a 
job or transaction for me—it’s 

about finding the next steward of 
your home. It’d be an honor to help 

you with your next move.

Selling real estate is not just a 
job or transaction for me—it’s 

about finding the next steward of 
your home. It’d be an honor to help 

you with your next move.
Old homes! old hearts! Upon my soul forever

Their peace and gladness lie like tears and laughter;
Like love they touch me, through the years that sever,

With simple faith; like friendship, draw me after
The dreamy patience that is theirs forever. 

Madison Julius Cawein

Study begins on future of overlay district on Grand’s east end
By Jane McClure

The Saint Paul Planning Commis-
sion will initiate a study of the East 
Grand Avenue Overlay District on 

September 16 to determine whether long-
time building height, setback and square 
footage limits should remain in place, be 
modified or dropped entirely. Any changes 
to the restrictions imposed by the overlay 
district would likely be taken up by the City 
Council in early 2023.

The commission’s Comprehensive and 
Neighborhood Planning Committee rec-
ommended on August 31 that the study 
proceed. City planners Spencer Johnson 
and Emma Siegworth are leading the 
study, assisted by a hired consultant and 
a 10- to 15-member advisory committee 
whose members will be chosen soon.

Council member Rebecca Noecker sup-
ports the study in the wake of recent devel-
opment disputes along the eastern end of 
Grand. She believes the overlay district has 
discouraged new development along that 
stretch of Grand since it was implemented 
in 2006.

The East Grand Avenue Overlay District 
extends from Oakland Avenue to Ayd Mill 
Road. It limits new buildings to a maxi-

mum footprint of 25,000 square feet and 
sets height limits to 30 feet for commercial 
buildings, 40 feet for residential or insti-
tutional buildings, and 36 feet for mixed-
use commercial-residential buildings. The 
limits also prohibit developers from adding 
building height in exchange for step backs 
on upper floors.

New structures must also follow tradi-
tional neighborhoods design guidelines. 
The overlay district no longer has parking 
requirements, since the City Council elimi-
nated all minimum parking requirements 
last year.

The overlay district was approved in July 
2006 by the City Council, a few months 
after the Summit Hill Plan was adopted. 
The overlay and district council plan have 
several goals, such as maintaining Grand 
Avenue as an eclectic mix of housing and 
small-scale shops, restaurants and ser-
vices. Another is to encourage pedestrian 
activity at street level, and to preserve 
Grand’s character.

The overlay district was implemented as 
a way to deter larger-scale development. 
One worry in 2005-2006 was the poten-
tial for national chain stores to buy up and 
redevelop property along Grand. Another 
was the Oxford Hill mixed-use develop-

ment at Grand and Oxford Street.
The overlay has curbed development 

on Grand ever since. It was a flash point in 
the debate in 2019-2020 over a proposed 
mixed-use development at the northeast 
corner of Grand and Avon that would have 
included a Lunds & Byerlys and four floors 
of apartments. That plan was eventually 
dropped.

The overlay restrictions were also an is-
sue in 2021 when the Kenefick family and 
Reuter Walton brought forward plans to 
replace the building that housed Dixie’s on 
Grand, Saji-Ya and Emmett’s Public House 
at 695 Grand with a five-story, mixed-use 
structure. The new Kenton House devel-
opment is now under construction after 
protracted neighborhood debate. The de-
bate highlighted the need to reexamine the 
overlay district.

The overlay district and parts of the cur-
rent Summit Hill plan are seen as being 
inconsistent with the city’s 2040 Compre-
hensive Plan. The inconsistencies include 
2040 plan sections on increased density 
and building design. State law requires 
consistency between comprehensive plans 
and other city plans, Johnson said.

SHA, which has been working on a dis-
trict plan update for the past few years, is 

looking at the overlay district as part of its 
planning process. The district council in 
early 2021 released a neighborhood survey 
to collect feedback on housing, open space, 
historic preservation, parking, develop-
ment intensity and other topics.

One question focused on the overlay 
district. Around 49 percent of survey re-
spondents considered the overlay to be a 
valuable tool to maintain the neighbor-
hood’s character. Another 42 percent said 
the overlay is in need of change or will be 
unable to support future needs.

Debate over the 695 Grand development 
prompted the SHA to seek a city zoning 
study that analyzes the effectiveness of the 
overlay district. The district council had 
hoped to weigh in on such a study by June 
of this year, but has been waiting for the 
city’s planning department staff to con-
duct the study.

The SHA ultimately supported the 695 
Grand project, but opposed the developers’ 
request to opt out of the overlay district. In-
stead, the district council suggested a vari-
ance to the overlay restrictions be sought. 
SHA made it clear that it did not want a 
decision on 695 Grand to be indicative of a 
recommendation on the future of the over-
lay district.

By Jane McClure

The Saint Paul Heritage Preserva-
tion Commission (HPC) on August 
29 approved the plans for a three-

dwelling cluster development at 549 Holly 
Ave. The decision followed the approval 
of three variances by the city’s Board of  
Zoning Appeals.

Veteran Ramsey Hill developers Kal and 

Faezah Effendi plan to rehabilitate the ex-
isting home, which was built in 1916 and 
needs extensive work. They also plan to 
construct a second, smaller home just to 
the east of that structure, and add a hous-
ing unit above a new six-stall garage along 
the alley. HPC design approval was re-
quired because the property is in the His-
toric Hill District.

The project won a recommendation of 

support during the summer from the Sum-
mit-University Planning Council. A hand-
ful of neighbors opposed the project, con-
tending it is too much for the lot. 

The variances approved by the BZA in 
July were for lot width (the property is 
80 feet wide and 120 feet are required for 
three single-family dwellings), lot size (the 
lot is 12,046 square feet and 15,000 square 
feet are required) and rear-yard setback for 

the garage and upper dwelling unit (5 feet 
were sought and 25 were required).

The HPC hearing drew no opposition. 
Commission members mainly focused 
their questions on design and exterior 
materials, with much of the attention on 
the garage and upper dwelling. Fourteen 
design-related conditions were tied to the 
HPC’s approval, which is final unless it is 
appealed to the City Council.

HPC approves design for three-dwelling cluster development on Holly Ave.
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To our readers: 

Please take our short online survey at the link 
below and let us know what we can do to serve 
you better. It will only take you fi ve minutes and 
you could win a $250.00 Visa gift card.

 https://www.research.net/r/013227

Readership Survey

Give us 5 minutes
and you can WINWIN a $$2502500000

 gift card

The following criminal incidents were com-
piled from Saint Paul and Mendota Heights 
police reports. For vehicle and catalytic con-
verter thefts, and other crime reports not men-
tioned in this print edition, go to MyVillager.
com.

Highland Park
Robbery—A strong-arm robbery was 

reported on Cretin and Watson avenues on 
August 26. The female victim was injured 
in the process and taken to the hospital.

Burglary—Jie Ming Mandarin Immer-
sion Academy, 1845 Sheridan Ave., was 
burglarized on August 25.

Theft—Lockers were broken into and 
multiple items were reported stolen, in-
cluding a vehicle, at Corepower, 680 S. 
Cleveland Ave., on August 27.

—Some $1,700 in eyeglass frames were 
reported stolen from Pearle Vision, 2024 
Ford Pkwy., on August 30.

Assault—An assault was reported near 
the Elway Post Office, 1715 W. Seventh St., 
on August 26.

Miscellaneous—A warrant was served 
at a residence on the 2000 block of Ran-
dolph Avenue on August 25, following nu-
merous complaints about people living in 
the garage, disorderly conduct, sleeping in 
vehicles and more. Law enforcement found 
someone staying in the garage and living in 
the basement. Police said the homeowner 
had been previously notified that was not 
allowed. Due to the interior condition of 
the residence, a report was issued for city 
code enforcement.

Lexington-Hamline
Robbery—A purse-snatching was re-

ported at the Midway Target on August 30. 
Theft—An electric scooter was reported 

stolen on the 100 block of North Lexington 
Parkway on August 24, and a moped was 
reported stolen on the 1300 block of Selby 
Avenue on August 28-29.

—A 32-year-old man was arrested for 
trying to steal more than $680 in merchan-
dise from the Midway Target on August 24. 
A 56-year-old man was cited for trespass-
ing and trying to steal more than $500 in 
items from the same store on August 28.

Assault—A 35-year-old woman was cit-
ed for kicking an Uber driver in the head at 
the Midway Target on August 27.

Miscellaneous—A 33-year-old man 
was arrested for DWI after he was found 

slumped behind the wheel in a vehicle on 
Lexington Parkway and I-94 on August 28.

—A 29-year-old woman was arrested 
for DWI and drug possession after she was 
found slumped over in a vehicle on Sum-
mit Avenue and Griggs Street on August 31. 

Macalester-Groveland
Burglary—A 29-year-old woman and 

33-year-old man were arrested for felony 
burglary of a garage on the 1700 block 
of Stanford Avenue on August 28. Credit 
cards stolen during the burglary were later 
used at a nearby gas station, where police  
stopped the suspects and observed items 
from the garage inside of their vehicle.

—A burglary of an occupied residence 
was reported at the Grove apartment 
building, 246 S. Snelling Ave., on August 
24.

—An apartment burglary was reported 
on the 1400 block of Osceola Avenue on 
August 31.

Theft—A moped was reported stolen on 
Brimhall Street and Randolph Avenue on 
August 24-25.

—Several items were reported stolen 
from vehicles on August 30 on Summit  
Avenue and Mississippi River Boulevard, 
and on Summit and Cretin avenues.

Sex crime—A 36-year-old man was ar-
rested for window peeping on the 400 
block of South Saratoga Street on August 27.

Mendota Heights/Lilydale
Burglary—A man was arrested after he 

was found rummaging through a vehicle 
in a garage on the 1700 block of Lansford 
Lane on August 30.

—An electric bicycle was reported stolen 
from an underground garage on the 700 
block of Linden Street on September 1.

Theft—A resident believes suspects en-
tered his unlocked garage, stole car keys 
and used them to take the vehicle parked 
outside on the 500 block of West Annapo-
lis Street on September 1. 

Weapons—Eleven spent shell casings 
were found in the parking lot near the boat 
launch on the 1800 block of Lilydale Road 
on August 30.

Miscellaneous—Several juveniles re-
portedly entered a locked area and defecat-
ed in a pool on the 1000 block of Lilydale 
Road on August 19.

—A bicyclist suffered minor injuries af-
ter being struck by a vehicle on the 1800 

block of Lilydale Road on August 26.
—A man was arrested for an outstand-

ing warrant and was cited for trespassing 
and disorderly conduct after he was seen 
walking onto a porch and looking through 
belongings on the 700 block of Mohican 
Lane on August 28.

—A 25-year-old man was cited for DWI 
after crashing his motorcycle on the 600 
block of Lilydale Road on August 31.

—Police responded to a disturbance on 
August 31 on the 700 block of Plaza Drive. A 
woman who said she was the owner of the 
business said she had fired an employee for 
having an affair with her husband. It was 
determined that the woman was not the 
owner and had no right to fire anyone.

Merriam Park
Robbery—A strong-arm robbery was 

reported on Spruce Tree and Snelling ave-
nues at 9 p.m. on September 1. The suspect 
implied he had a gun, but none was seen.

Theft—A 35-year-old man was arrested 
for stealing a vehicle and for possession 
of a firearm by a felon on Fry Street and  
University Avenue on September 2. 

Snelling-Hamline
Burglary—An occupied residence was 

broken into and a vehicle was reported sto-
len on the 1500 block of Portland Avenue 
on August 25.

—A garage was burglarized and a vehicle 
was reported stolen on the 1500 block of 
Selby Avenue on August 28-29.

Miscellaneous—A 32-year-old man was 
arrested for DWI after he reportedly drove 
off the road and over a street sign and light 
at 4:36 p.m. on September 3 on Ashland 
and Snelling avenues.

Summit Hill
Assault—A man was taken to the hos-

pital after being assaulted near Tavern on 
Grand, 656 Grand Ave., on August 27.

—An assault with a gun was reported on 
the 600 block of Grand on August 27. The 
victim was taken to the hospital.

—A person was shot in the shoulder on 
September 1 on the 900 block of Grand. The 
victim was taken to the hospital for injuries 
that were deemed not life-threatening.

Miscellaneous—A driver was taken to 
the hospital after crashing into the front 
yard of a residence on the 900 block of 
Saint Clair Avenue on August 27.

—Police responded to Billy’s on Grand, 
857 Grand Ave., on September 1 for a report 
of people talking loudly in the parking lot.

Summit-University
Robbery—A strong-arm robbery was 

reported on the 1000 block of Laurel  
Avenue on August 24.

Assault—A man and his girlfriend were 
reportedly chased by a suspect with a 
butcher knife on the 700 block of Concor-
dia Avenue on August 27. 

Weapons—Spent shell casings were 
found outside a residence on the 500 block 
of Dayton Avenue on August 29, and on the 
city sidewalk on Carroll Avenue and Avon 
Street on August 30.

Miscellaneous—Pedestrians were struck 
by vehicles on Concordia Avenue and Grotto 
Street on August 24, and on Selby and West-
ern avenues on August 26.

—A 56-year-old man was arrested for 
felony DWI after being found asleep in the 
driver’s seat with the vehicle in drive and 
his foot on the brake on the 300 block of 
Pleasant Avenue on September 1.

West End
Burglary—The Day by Day Café, 477 W. 

Seventh St., was burglarized on September 3.
Theft—A female reportedly stole a coin 

machine off the counter at Speedway, 1445 
W. Seventh St., on September 1.

Assault—A wallet was reported stolen 
from a woman’s bag at Cossetta’s, 211 W. 
Seventh St., on August 25.

—A 14-year-old boy was arrested for as-
sault, disorderly conduct, criminal damage 
to property and fleeing police at Children’s 
Hospital on September 1.

—A 28-year-old man was arrested for 
kidnapping and domestic assault of a 
woman on the 200 block of Kellogg Boule-
vard on September 3.

Weapons—Several spent shell casings 
were found following a report of gunfire 
under the bridge near Butternut Avenue 
and Bay Street on August 30.

—A woman reported that her boyfriend 
recklessly shot a gun into the air near the 
church building at 550 W. Seventh St. on 
September 2.

Miscellaneous—A 27-year-old man was 
arrested for felony damage to property af-
ter he smashed the windows of three vehi-
cles that were in the parking lot of United 
Hospital at 199 N. Smith Ave. on August 31.

Crime Report
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By Carolyn Walkup

If there was a silver lining in the 
COVID-19 cloud that hung over the 
Twin Cities’ music scene for two 

years, it was the time to write music in 
the absence of live performances. Annie 
Enneking and her band Annie and the 
Bang Bang retreated to a basement 
where, separated by plastic sheeting, 
they composed and practiced enough 
new material for perhaps five albums, 
including the recently released LPs 
“Walkie Talkie” and “Loveland.”

A resident of Highland Park, Enneking 
plays guitar and is the band’s lead vocalist. 
She is backed by John Riedlinger on guitar, 
Kari Tweiten on bass and Mike Kittel on 
drums and vocals. The foursome just put 
the finishing touches to another eight-
song album that will be released when 
Enneking feels the time is right. They 
plan to go into the studio in October and 
November to record a selection of the 
remaining 24 songs they have already 
written.

Annie and the Bang Bang will introduce 
some of those songs in concert at 7 p.m. 
Friday, September 16, on the outdoor 
Under the Canopy stage at Hook and 

Ladder, 3010 Minnehaha Ave. S. in 
Minneapolis. They will be followed on 
stage by the veteran Twin Cities band the 
Flamin’ Oh’s.

Hook and Ladder booking director 
Jackson Buck described Annie and the 
Bang Bang as a crowd pleaser. “I think 
they’re really great,” 
he said. “Audiences 
absolutely love them. 
They’re very diverse…and 
the perfect complement 
to the legendary Flamin’ 
Oh’s.”

Annie and the Bang 
Bang’s repertoire 
encompasses several 
genres of rock music, from 
grunge to garage and folk-
pop to punk. Enneking and 
Riedlinger have been with the band since 
its inception in 2011. Tweiten and Kittel 
replaced the previous bass player and 
drummer about five years ago. 

Enneking, who has been compared to 
punk rocker Patti Smith, came up with the 
name for the band to “express the energy 
of our music and honor the adventurous 
leanings of the band members. I also 
wanted to be clear that I was the front 

woman leading the charge.”
Annie and the Bang Bang has been 

taking regular sabbaticals in the Colorado 
Rockies to work on new material. Based 
at an Airbnb in Loveland, they have 
performed at several Colorado venues 
and developed quite a following there. On 

days when they are not 
performing, they are often 
hiking in such places as 
Estes Park.

“It’s like music summer 
camp for adults,” 
Enneking said, and it 
inspired their album 
“Loveland.” “My ultimate 
goal is to play in every 
national park,” she said.

Enneking’s lyrics 
are drawn from her 

experiences in the natural world and in 
relationships. She admires the storytelling 
of such composers as Joni Mitchell, Bob 
Dylan, Leonard Cohen and Rickie Lee 
Jones. Annie and the Bang Bang plays very 
few covers, though it has put its own spin 
on such songs as Creedence Clearwater 
Revival’s “Fortunate Son” and Bruce 
Springsteen’s “I’m on Fire.”

When she is not working on her 

music, Enneking teaches stage combat 
choreography at the University of 
Minnesota. She has worked on stage 
as a professional dancer and actress, 
performing with such Twin Cities 
companies as the Guthrie, Frank and 
Children’s theaters and Theatre Latté Da. 

“I’ve played Mother Courage and Hedda 
Gabler—some real heavy-hitting roles 
for women—and I’ve also performed in 
new works,” Enneking said. “I quit acting 
about seven years ago and have been 
working in the art of stage violence ever 
since.”

Enneking also teaches a course in 
writing at the History Theatre to “folks 
who are living with mental illness. It gets 
to what else they’ve experienced,” she 
said.

“Walkie Talkie” and “Loveland” are 
available in vinyl and CD. The albums 
may be found at Barely Brothers 
Records, 783 Raymond Ave.; at HiFi Hair 
and Records, 1637 Hennepin Ave. in 
Minneapolis; and on the band’s website at 
annieandthebangbang.com.

Tickets for the concert on September 16 
are $15 in advance or $20 at the door for 
general admission, $25 reserved. Doors 
open at 6 p.m.

Led by Highland Park guitarist and vocalist Annie Enneking (right), Annie and the Bang Bang features guitarists John 
Riedlinger and Kari Tweiten and drummer and vocalist Mike Kittel.  

A time to write, 
a time to rock
Annie and the Bang Bang 
emerge from the pandemic 
with a slew of new material

Enneking came up 
with the name for 

the band to “express 
the energy of our 
music and honor 
the adventurous 

leanings of the band 
members.”
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ON THE TOWN Briefly

Books
Author Gretchen Anthony will discuss 
her novel The Book Haters’ Book Club at 7 
p.m. Thursday, September 15, at SubText 
Books, 6 W. Fifth St. Admission is free. Call 
651-493-2791 or visit subtextbooks.com.

Next Chapter Booksellers, 38 S. Snel-
ling Ave., will host readings with author 
Antonia Angress and her novel, Sirens & 
Muses, at 6 p.m. Thursday, September 15; 
S. Yarberry and the poet’s debut col lec-
tion, A Boy in the City, at 6 p.m. Thurs day, 
September 22; authors Kath ryn Savage 
and Juliet Patterson and their nonfiction 
Groundglass and Sinkhole, respectively, at 6 
p.m. Thurs day, September 29; and poets’ 
Annette Gagliardi, Laura Kozy Lanik and 
Linda White and Gagliardi’s collection, A 
Short Supply of Viability, at 2 p.m. Sunday, 
October 2. Visit nextchapterbooksellers.
com or call 651-225-8989.

Exhibits
The Catherine G. Murphy Galleries at 
Saint Catherine University is displaying 
through October 23 two new exhibits: 
“Shaping a Creative Life” features the art 
of SCU faculty and staff Jennifer Adam, Lys 
Akerman-Frank, Carol Lee Chase, Todd 
Deutsch, Amy Hamlin, Bethany Rahn 
and Monica Rudquist. Saint Paul artist 
Sarah Kusa is presenting the immersive 
installation “Containment Strategies.” 
Admission is free. Visit gallery.stkate.edu.

Capitol Quadriga Starlight Tours will 
step out at 7, 7:30 and 8 p.m. on Friday 
and Saturday, September 16 and 17, at the 
State Capitol. Minnesota Historical Society 
staff lead this guided tour of the restored 
Capitol. Meet historical characters and 
climb to the roof for a rare view of the 
golden horses. The cost for the 90-minute 
tour is $12, $10 for seniors, and $8 for 
children ages 5-17. Visit statecapitol@
mnhs.org or call 651-296-2881.

The League of Longfellow Artists will 
present its 12th annual LoLa Art Crawl 
on Sep tember 17 and 18. The work of 92 
artists will be displayed for show and 
sale from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. on Saturday and 
Sunday in artists’ homes, art galleries 
and other businesses throughout the 
Longfellow area of Minneapolis. For more 
information and a map of the 44 art crawl 
sites, visit lolaart.org.

Two guided walking tours of Fort Snel-
ling are being offered on Saturdays by 
the Minnesota Historical Society. The 
one-hour Looking Deeper tour will step 
out every half hour between 10 a.m.-3 
p.m. September 17, 24, October 1 and 8. 
Learn of the archaeology and research 
involved in restoring the historic fort and 
examining the 10,000-year history of the 
site. The 45-minute Walk on the Prairie 
Tour will step out at the bottom of the 

hour between 10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. on 
Saturdays, September 17 through October 
29. Learn about the native plants in the 
park’s newly restored prairie and their 
significance to Native Americans. Both 
tours begin at the Visitor Center, rain or 
shine. Admission is $12, $10 for seniors, 
$8 for children ages 5-17. Visit ftsnelling@
mnhs.org or call 612-726-1171.

Dance
Ananya Dance Theatre explores betrayal, 
dispossession, exile, hope and survival 
in Nün Gherāo: Surrounded by Salt, which 
will premiere at 7:30 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday, September 30 and October 1, 
in the O’Shaughnessy at Saint Catherine 
University. Using the 1978-79 massacre of 
10,000 refugees on Marichjhapi Island in 
West Bengal, India, as a departure point, 
the dance is a meditation on salt water, 
tears and the rising and warming oceans 
of the world. Tickets are pay-what-you-
can with $30 suggested. Call 651-690-
6700 or visit oshag.stkate.edu.

Music
Guitarist Eric Peltoniemi and friends 
Ruth Mac Kenzie, Jill Whitney-Birk, Carole 
Jean Anderson and Sally Reynolds will 
sing songs from the 1980s dramas Plain 
Hearts and Down to Earth on September 
15-18. The musical revue will be presented 
at 7:30 p.m. Thursday and Friday and 
at 3 and 7:30 p.m. Saturday and Sunday 
at the Gremlin Theatre, 550 N. Vandalia 
St. The program will also feature several 
scenes from these collaborations between 
Peltoniemi and longtime History Theatre 
playwright in residence Lance Belville and 
artistic director Lynn Lohr. Tickets are $25. 
Visit Ericandfriends.eventbrite.com.

Saint Paul harpist Hannah Flowers 
will release her new album, “Hall-Gate 
House,” in concert at 8 p.m. Friday, 
September 16, on the outdoor stage at 
Celtic Junction, 836 N. Prior Ave. The 
album is an extension of Flower’s master’s 
degree program in traditional Irish music 
performance. Tickets are $20 in advance, 
$25 at the door, free for those age 18 and 
under. In case of rain, the concert will be 
moved indoors. Visit celticjunction.org.

The Landmark Live series will open with 
singer-songwriter Ray Bonneville and 
his bluesy Americana on September 16 in 
Weyerhaeuser Auditorium at Landmark 
Center. All four concerts in the series 
will begin at 8 p.m. on the third Friday 
of the month. Each will be preceded at 7 
p.m. with a cocktail hour and cash bar. 
The schedule includes blues and roots 
musician Annie Mack on October 21; Turn 
Turn Turn featuring Adam Levy, Savannah 
Smith and Barb Brynstad on November 
18; and the Barley Jacks on December 16. 
Tickets are $20 in advance, $25 at the door, 

for each show, or $70 for all four. Visit 
landmarkcenter.org.

The Isles Ensemble will open its season 
on Sunday, September 18, with a perfor-
mance of Schubert’s String Quartet in 
D Minor (Death and the Maiden) and 
Shostakovich’s Piano Quintet in G Minor. 
The concert begins at 4 p.m. at Lake of the 
Isles Lutheran Church, 2020 Lake of the 
Isles Pkwy. in Minneapolis. Taking the 
stage will be violinists Stephanie Arado 
and Leslie Shank, violist Kenneth Freed, 
cellist Tom Rosenberg and pianist Ivan 
Konev. Tickets are $25 or what you can 
pay, free for students and children. Visit 
islesensemble.org.

A co-ed drum circle will be held from 
6:30-8 p.m. Friday, September 19, at the 
Women’s Drum Center, 2242 Univer sity 
Ave. The cost is $15. Drums are provided. 
Visit womensdrumcenter.org.

The Summer Nights in Rice series 
will close with a free concert by the 
International Reggae All Stars from 4-7 
p.m. Thursday, September 22, in Rice Park. 
Visit landmarkcenter.org. 

“Sound Sculpture,” a musical installation 
made up of illumi nated building blocks, 
will be presented on September 24-25 
at Landmark Center. Commissioned by 
the Schubert Club, the MASARY Studios 
creation may be experienced in a free 
program from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday 
and in concert at 5 and 7:30 p.m. Sunday 
with percussionist Ryan Edwards, cellist 
Michelle Kinney, choreographer Darrius 
Strong and spoken-word artist Alexei 
Moon Casselle. Concert tickets are $33. 
Visit schubert.org or call 651-292-3268.

Theater
Stephen Karam’s The Humans will open 
Park Square Theatre’s new season on 
Friday, September 16. A one-act performed 
in real time, the comedy-drama tells of 
a family navigating the challenges of 
everyday life as three generations gather 
for Thanksgiving in the apartment of one 
of the children. John Mid dle ton, Charity 
Jones, Laura Anderson, Dexieng “Dae” 
Yang, Angela Timberman and Darrick 
Mosley star. Following previews on Sep-
tember 14 and 15, show times are 7:30 p.m. 
Thursdays through Saturdays and 2 p.m. 
Sundays through October 9. Tickets are 
$27-$55, or what ever you can afford on 
September 25. Visit parksquaretheatre.org 
or call 651-291-7005.

John Patrick Shanley’s Doubt: A Parable 
will open on September 23 at Theatre in 
the Round, 245 Cedar Ave. S. in Minne-
apolis. The Pulitzer Prize-winning drama 
tells the story of Sister Aloysius, a Bronx 
school principal who takes matters into 
her own hands when she suspects a 
young priest of improper relations with 
a male student. Show times are 7:30 p.m. 

Fridays and Saturdays and 2 p.m. Sundays 
through October 16. Tickets are $25. Call 
612-333-3010 or visit theatreintheround.
org.

Merrily We Roll Along will open on Sat-
urday, September 24, at Theater Latté Da. 
The Stephen Sondheim musical spans 
three decades in the lives of three friends, 
tracing their journey backward from 
middle age. Reese Britts, Dylan Frederick, 
Becca Hart, Britta Ollmann, Vie Boheme 
and Charlie Clark star. Peter Roth stein 
directs. Show times are 7:30 p.m. Wed-
nes days through Saturdays and 2 p.m. 
Sundays through October 30 at the Ritz 
Theater, 345 13th Ave. NE in Minneapolis. 
Tickets start at $35. Visit latteda.org or call 
612-339-3003.

Family
Children from infants to age 5 may 
join in a live musical performance from 
10:30-11 a.m. Friday, September 16, 
at the Minnesota Jewish Community 
Center, 1375 Saint Paul Ave. Participants 
will sing and move to well-known 
songs and discover how instruments 
work. Admission is free. Kids must be 
accompanied by a care giver. For more 
information, email benc@minnesotajcc.

Et cetera
Twin Cities Veg Fest will return to Harriet 
Island on Sunday, September 18. More 
than 100 vendors will be showing and 
selling their plant-based products from 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. that day. People of all dietary 
inclinations are welcome. A free shuttle 
service will be available from Saint Paul’s 
Union Depot. Visit tcvegfest.com. 

Twin Cities Tweed Ride, a fun and free 
bike ride, will be offered by the Minnesota 
Historical Society on Saturday, September 
24, beginning at 11 a.m. at the James J. 
Hill House, 240 Summit Ave. A coffee 
hour will open the event at 9:30 a.m. 
Educational breaks will be taken at the 
Mill City Museum, Fair Oaks Park and the 
Hennepin History Museum where an ice 
cream social will be held. Visit hillhouse@
mnhs.org or call 651-297-2555.

Racial Covenants Then and Now, a bike 
tour, live performance and premiere of 
Twin Cities Public Television’s “Jim Crow 
of the North Stories,” will be presented 
on Monday, September 26, at the Park-
way Theater, 4814 Chicago Ave. S. in 
Minneapolis. The program on the Twin 
Cities’ history of racial covenants in home 
deeds and other forms of segregation will 
begin at 5:45 p.m. with an educational 
bike ride. A reception will be held at 6 p.m. 
in the Parkway lobby. The TPT program 
will be screened at 7 p.m. Live music and 
literary readings will also be featured. 
Admission is free. Visit freethedeeds.org.

SATURDAY/SEPTEMBER 17
A RUMMAGE SALE sponsored by Saint Paul’s United 
Women in Faith will be held from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at Saint 
Paul’s United Methodist Church, 700 Wesley Lane in 
Mendota Heights. Quality used items will be available at 
bargain prices. Proceeds will fund the church’s mission 
projects. Call 651-452-5683. 

SUNDAY/SEPTEMBER 18
“OR EMET 101,” an oral history with founding and 
long-term members of the congregation, will be pre-
sented from 10 a.m.-noon at the Talmud Torah of Saint 
Paul, 768 S. Hamline Ave. The one-hour video features 
excerpts from 14 interviews addressing such themes as 
Jewish identity, religious beliefs and humanistic Juda-
ism. Admission is free. For information on COVID 
protocol, visit oremet.org or email info@oremet.org. 

FRIDAY/SEPTEMBER 23
THE INDIGENOUS AND IMMIGRANT communities 
who called Swede Hollow home will be celebrated in a 
free program from 5-8 p.m. in Swede Hollow off Payne 
Avenue and Beaumont Street. Live music and the dedi-
cation of the new interpretive signs will be featured. To 
register, visit tinyurl.com/k32up9bn.

A FLEA MARKET will be held from 10 a.m.-8 p.m. today 
and 9 a.m.-1 p.m. on September 24 in the building and 
in the parking lot of Immanuel Lutheran Church, 104 S. 
Snelling Ave. Refreshments will be available. Live music 
will be featured on Friday. A bag sale will be held on 
Saturday. Visit ilcsp.org. 

“LIVING WITH LOSS, Healing With Hope” will be ad-
dressed by Ted Bowman in a free program at 7:30 p.m. 
on the lower level of the Iverson Center for Faith at the 
University of Saint Thomas. A free buffet supper will 
precede the talk at 6:30. For more information, call 651-
430-0361.

TUESDAY/SEPTEMBER 27
“EIGHT BIG QUESTIONS About Catholicism” will be 
addressed in nine hour-long programs beginning at 
7 p.m. Tuesdays, today through December 6, in Caro-
lyn Hall at the Church of Saint Mark, Dayton Avenue 
and Moore Street. The series is open to anyone who is 
curious about, skeptical of or intrigued by the Catholic 
Church and its teachings. Registration is not required. 
For more information or to sign up for the program, visit 
onestrongfamily.org/questions.

KIOSK
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SPORTS

Learning how to 
handle success 

Football coaches are notoriously hard to please. In a 
game in which there are roughly 150 plays, it’s not 
hard to find one where somebody misses a block 

or a tackle. So when the season opener is won by a wide 
margin, the coach needs to handle his players judiciously. 
It’s a fine line between enjoying success and pointing out 
where something needs to be fixed. 

“Winning is a byproduct,” said Highland Park coach 
Jonathan Brown, whose team rolled over Minneapolis 
Southwest 32-0 in the season opener on September 1. 

The Scots haven’t enjoyed a lot of success on the 
gridiron in recent years. They won just once in the 
shortened 2020 season and went 3-7 last year, including a 
37-12 loss to Southwest. So it was understandable for the 
Scots to get excited when they sprinted to a 26-0 lead in 
the first half of their victory over the Lakers. 

“We didn’t play as smart in the second half,” Brown 
said. “We lost a little focus, but you need to remember 
these kids aren’t used to winning a lot.”

However, Brown made it clear that he wasn’t being 
critical of his troops. “Let’s be happy with what we did. I 
don’t look for negatives,” he said. “I just wanted them to 
know that if they want to get better, they need to stay on 
top.” 

A high school football season can seem like a sprint. 
There are just 48 days from the first game to the last. 
That doesn’t leave a lot of time to celebrate wins or mope 
about losses. Brown, in his third season at the helm of the 
Scots, knows that all too well. “The aim is to maximize 
potential,” he said. 

Highland Park was part of a three-way tie for first in 
Saint Paul City Conference football in 2009. It won a solo 
title in 2004 and another three-way tie in 1971. That’s it 
for success in 58 years of football for the Scots. 

Brown wants this current bunch of Scots to make 
their own history. Thus, while he was pleased with the 
outcome of the season opener, he needed to remind his 
charges they can always do better. “It’s a great thing 
when you can learn how to handle success,” he said. 

A couple of miles away at Saint Thomas Academy, head 
coach Dan O’Brien was dealing with a different problem. 
The Cadets have been a prep football power for quite a 
while now, and they got a lot of preseason ink this year as 
a contender for the Prep Bowl in Class AAAAA.

The Wright Call
By Dave Wright

By Dave Wright

When Matt Millard took 
over the reins of the Nova 
Classical Academy girls’ 

soccer program three years ago, he 
knew he had a lot of work ahead of 
him. “We barely survived that first 
season,” he said. 

The Knights didn’t have enough 
players for a junior varsity team and 
won just one varsity game that year. 
Last year, Nova also got off to a rocky 
start, but had a better second half of 
the season and finished with six wins. 
This fall, Millard has 32 girls in the 
system and the Knights have enough 
players to compete at the JV level. 

“We have some depth now,” he 
said. “The younger players will be 
more experienced when they get to 
the varsity. I think we’re headed in the 
right direction.”

The Knights are part of a talented 
local girls’ soccer landscape that in-
cludes Minnehaha Academy, the de-
fending Class A champion; Highland 
Park, which dethroned Central for the 
Saint Paul City Conference crown last 
year; and Saint Paul Academy, which 
lost only twice in 2021.

Here’s a look at the local teams as 
the girls’ soccer season kicks into high 
gear: 

CENTRAL
League: Saint Paul City
Previous record: 8-5-1
Coach: Stefanie Cruz

Key players: senior defender Ada 
Guetschow, senior midfielders Ruby 
Lyons and Elsie Jones.

Outlook: Cruz has 11 girls who’ve 
been playing all four years she’s been 
the head coach at her alma mater. 
Accordingly, she thinks the time has 
come for the Minutemen to have a 
big season. “It’s been a fun group to 
work with,” she said. “You can see 
their confidence grow. Our defense 
and midfield is solid. We need to fin-
ish better and get some goals.” 

CRETIN-DERHAM HALL
League: Suburban East
Previous record: 7-7-2
Coach: Megan Schoeberl

Key players: sophomore goalie Al-
ida Ahern, senior midfielder Cath-
erine Novak, senior defender Lauren 
Bengtson.

Outlook: The Raiders’ lost their top 
three scorers from last season, but 
Ahern is back in goal and recorded 
three shutouts in the first five games. 
“I’ve been pleasantly surprised so far,” 
coach Schoeberl said. “The juniors 
and seniors have stepped up and are 
leading the way.” The test now comes 
with a rugged conference slate. 

HIGHLAND PARK
League: Saint Paul City
Previous record: 6-7-2
Coach: Chris Steenberg

Key players: senior midfielder Gabby 
Carrillo-Quinones, senior defender 
Clara Paleen, junior defender Ava Ar-
redondo.

Outlook: With a solid returning cast, 
the defending conference champs 

are hoping for big things this fall. 
Accordingly, the team’s nonconfer-
ence schedule is a demanding one. 
“We want to be more of a possession-
based team this year,” coach Steen-
berg said. “The kids have a high soc-
cer IQ and are adapting well.” 

MINNEHAHA ACADEMY
League: Independent Metro Athletic
Previous record: 16-2-2
Coach: Bryan Hollaway

Key players: junior forwards Greta 
Carlson and Berit Parten, junior de-
fender Charlotte Wold. 

Outlook: The defending Class A 
champs have come out of the gate 
gunning this year, scoring 18 goals in 
its first four games. Wold alone netted 
five goals in a 6-4 win over Providence 
Academy. “We should be very good 
on offense this year,” coach Hollaway 
said.

NOVA ACADEMY
League: Skyline
Previous record: 6-12
Coach: Matt Millard

Prep soccer previews
Nova among girls’ teams hoping to shine this fall

Central’s Ruby Lyons sends the ball toward the goal in front of Humboldt ‘s Eh Moo Paw and 
the setting sun in the Minutemen’s 4-0 win on September 7. PHOTO BY BRAD STAUFFER

By Bill Wagner

It’s the same thing in so many high 
school sports these days. Officials 
are in such short supply that the 

situation is approaching the criti-
cal stage, according to local coaches. 
They say an increase in pay might 
help, but there’s more to it than that.

“I think we need more young (of-
ficials) coming through,” said Saint 
Paul Academy soccer coach Max Lip-
set. “I’m extremely grateful to a lot of 
the older ones who’ve stuck it out, but 
we’re having a hard time getting new 
referees.”

Cretin-Derham Hall soccer coach 
Carter Albrecht said they pay a referee 
$70 to work a freshman game. “But 
we’re still struggling to find them,” he 
said. “There’s a huge shortage, and it  
affects the quality of the referees.”

Central soccer coach David Albor-

noz said he “absolutely” sees a sce-
nario in which games might have to 
be shuffled and rescheduled because 
of the ref shortage. “We’re getting 
people who should be retiring now 
and they do their best, but we need 
more young people,” he said.

Still, the season presses on. Here’s 
how the local teams look this fall:

CENTRAL
League: Saint Paul City
Previous record: 13-3-1
Coach: David Albornoz

Key players: senior goalie Drew 
Moseman, freshman midfielder Eli 
Moseman, senior defender Charles 
Wriedt, senior midfielder Chakong 
Vang.

Outlook: The Minutemen have five 
seniors starting but still have more 
young players than coach Albornoz 

usually has. They have a solid nucleus 
and the team has recently dominated 
the league. Central has speed, skill 
and solid defense, though the team is 
a little offensively challenged. “One 
month from now, we’ll see where we 
fall,” Albornoz said.

CRETIN-DERHAM HALL
League: Suburban East
Previous record: 3-13-1
Coach: Carter Albrecht

Key players: junior midfielders Liam 
Hafenbrack and Luke Madden, senior 
forward Diego Giles Quiroz.

Outlook: Coach Albrecht views 
his Raiders as a coming force in the 
league. “We had a young team last 
year,” he said, “but this year a lot of 
those players have really grown into 
themselves.”

Boys’ teams are finding referees in short supply

Highland Park’s Ayub Sulieman controls the ball in front of Como’s 
Abdisa Mohamed in a 1-1 tie on September 7. PHOTO BY BRAD STAUFFER
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FREE
PARKING! 9 AM - 7 PM • RAIN OR SHINE

Open Weekends Aug 20 - Oct 2
+ Labor Day, Sept 5

& Festival Friday, Sept 30

�� � � � � � � � � � �� � � � � �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �Willwerscheid.com

Call today to make an appointment.

651-228-1006

What Matters Most?

Give your family peace of mind with preplanned 
burial, cremation, or funeral arrangements. No one 
serves St. Paul with more compassion, experience, 
and value than Willwerschied Funeral Home.

Call or visit us online today.

Key players: junior forward Deme Wil-
liamson, junior goalie Emma Peklo, senior 
midfielder Ava Jane Lynch.

Outlook: The Knights broke from the 
gate fast, winning their first three games, 
scoring 14 goals in the process. With just 
two seniors and two juniors on the roster, 
coach Millard is enthusiastic about where 
the program is headed. “We have a very 
talented freshman class,” he said. “They 
have a lot of speed.” 

SAINT PAUL ACADEMY
League: Independent Metro Athletic
Previous record: 14-2-1
Coach: Aileen Guiney

Key players: sophomore forward Saw-

yer Bollinger-Danielson, senior defender 
Heidi Deuel, freshman forward Clare Ryan  
Bradley. 

Outlook: Guiney, who played in the Big 
10 at Northwestern and was an assistant 
coach for a time at Michigan, is in her first 
year as head coach at SPA. She inherited a 
solid returning crew that includes seven 
seniors who play regularly and two goalies 
who spar for time in the nets. Bollinger-
Danielson scored a pair of goals in the 
season opening 3-1 win over South Saint 
Paul. “I’m impressed with our work ethic,” 
Guiney said. SPA has allowed just one goal 
in its first three games. 

TWO RIVERS
League: Metro East
Previous record: 8-8-2
Coach: Jay Miller

Key players: senior goalie Sydney Potter, 
senior midfielder Sarah Wagner, senior de-
fender Julia Taurenskas.

Outlook: Although coach Miller is in his 
first year with the Warriors, he was aware 
of the team’s skill set. He had been on the 
receiving end of things the past eight years 
at Visitation. “What I didn’t know was 
how much depth is here,” he said. “We 
have a lot of kids who can play several po-
sitions.” The Warriors have rugged terrain 
to handle. Their conference and section 
are loaded with good teams. To succeed 
against them, Miller said, “We’ll look to 
control possessions.” With a 3-1 start, this 
is a team to watch as the year goes on. 

VISITATION
League: Tri-Metro
Previous record: 11-7-1

Coach: Mikki Denney Wright

Key players: senior midfielders Lucy 
Petschel and Kazi Hankee, sophomore for-
ward Abbey Farley.

Outlook: With just three returning play-
ers with varsity experience, coach Denney 
Wright freely admits the Blazers will be a 
work in progress this fall. She is, however, 
excited to see how the team improves. 
“They’re a very coachable bunch,” she said. 
“They’re young and hungry.” Petschel has 
started strong with four goals in the team’s 
first three games. Unafraid of a challenge, 
Denny Wright stepped up the noncon-
ference slate with games against larger 
schools with big reputations. A 3-3 tie with 
last year’s Class AA runner-up Benilde-
Saint Margaret’s suggests the Blazers may 
be ready to move up the ladder. 

HIGHLAND PARK
League: Saint Paul City
Previous record: 5-8-3
Coach: Aron Romo

Key players: senior midfielder Eh Mu, 
sophomore wing/midfielder Tenzing 
Walker, junior midfielder Caiden Romo.

Outlook: The Scots can control the ball 
well, but they have to make the best of their 
offensive chances when they get them. 
First-year coach Romo said he has higher 
aspirations than a .500 season. “I think we 
can do pretty well,” he said. “I expect all of 
our conference games to be tough.” 

MINNEHAHA ACADEMY
League: Independent Metro Athletic
Previous record: 8-7-1
Coach: Sean Jensen

Key players: senior midfielder Sam Ander-
son, senior forward Jonathan Karpenko, 

junior defender Evan Paton.

Outlook: The Redhawks lost four seniors 
to graduation, but Jensen said “we have a 
talented group.” The team will build off its 
midfielders. “They’re very quick and can 
play offense and defense,” he said. Minne-
haha also has skills at the striker position.

NOVA ACADEMY
League: Skyline
Previous record: 5-11
Coach: Cole Conlin

Key players: senior forward Sebastian 
Hoiland, junior midfielder Joe West, junior 
goalie Marcos Odegard, senior defensive 
midfielder Tommie Larkins.

Outlook: Coach Conlin said the goal is 
to get to .500 this fall. “Last year, we just 
wanted to keep things close,” he said. 
“Now we want to win more.” The Knights 
have a good junior class and some strong 
seniors.

SAINT PAUL ACADEMY
League: Independent Metro Athletic
Previous record: 9-3-4
Coach: Max Lipset

Key players: senior forward/midfielder 
Cooper Danielson, senior defender Nate 
Cohen, junior goalie Cooper Olsen, sopho-
more midfielder Ezra Straub.

Outlook: The Spartans have seven of their  
starters back this season, and coach Lip-
set thinks his team will be  successful once 
again. “We have quality players and are 
strong in every position,” he said.

SAINT THOMAS ACADEMY
League: Metro East
Previous record: 9-6
Coach: Brian Kallman

Key players: senior midfielder Austin 
Kalmes, senior defenders Nick Henseler 
and Tate Himkemyer, sophomore for-
ward Kian Farooq, sophomore midfielder  
Solomon Straub

Outlook: Coach Kallman believes his team 
will have a strong second half of the season 
as it preps for the playoffs. STA has a stout 
defense and some good offensive output in 
the early season. He said a bid for state is  
well within reach. “We always talk about 
getting a little bit better every time we step 
onto the field,” Kallman said.

TWO RIVERS
League: Metro East
Previous record: 11-3-1
Coach: Terry Doud

Key players: senior goalie Miles Dunn, 
senior midfielder Anwar Hamed, junior 
midfielder Emilio Meza, senior defender 
Diego Godinez, sophomore defenders Jack 
Filhart and Quinn Fraley.

Outlook: The Warriors have good speed 
and possess the ball well, but defense 
could be a soft spot. “We hope to challenge 
for the conference title,” coach Doud  said. 
“We’re going to keep getting better.”
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CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIED & LEGAL ADS Phone 651-699-1462
Email WantAds@MyVillager.com

Classified Categories, ad submission & more information at MyVillager.com
Classified ads are $1.20 per word, $12 minimum. Legal notices are 60¢ per word.
Next Issue: Sept. 28 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Deadline: Sept. 21

All ads are prepaid. We accept all ads  
by email with form from website.

FOR SALE             
MYVILLAGER digital and print mem-
berships are for sale! Get your news-
paper delivered via the post office. 
Join us today! www.MyVillager.com

FIREWOOD. FREE delivery. 100% 
oak, 2-year seasoned; stacked solid 
4’x8’x16”, $190, unless bigger quan-
tity. Order before the rain and snow 
comes. Call Mark, 320-980-1637.

GARAGE/MOVING SALES
SUMMER CLEANING means extra furni-
ture, housewares, electronics, clothing 
and toys. Open your garage door to sell 
it now! Advertise your sale for a mini-
mum of $12 and then sit back and rake 
in the profits! 651-699-1462 ext 10  or 
WantAds@MyVillager.com

FABULOUS ST. MARK’S RUMMAGE 
SALE! Clothes, household items, col-
lectibles, books and so much more! 
9/22 5-7 PM ($5 admission); 9/23 and 
9/24 9-4; 9/25 9-noon. 1983 Dayton 
Avenue, St. Paul.

BIBLE/BOOK REPAIR
40 YEARS’ experience, all kinds of 
books. Bookbinding by Steve. 
Highland Park area. 651-698-1477 for 
appointment or specialbindings.com

WANTED TO BUY
DIAMONDS, fine estate and antique 
jewelry. We know and appreciate the 
value of your jewelry. R. F. Moeller 
Jeweler, 2065 Ford Parkway, 651- 
698-6321. Certified Gemologist.

BEST PAYOUT! Old furniture, advertis-
ing, beer memorabilia, old clothing 
and more. 651-227-2469.

OLD RECORDS, LPs/45s, Rock, Jazz, 
Country, Soul, more. 651-224-4947.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
PATES ROOFING. Finest in residential 
roofing. Local ref erences. License 
#RR155317. Insured. Member BBB. Call 
651-690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

KEVIN’S PAINTING. Interior/Exterior. 
Wood frame, stucco. Pressure wash-
ing, gutter cleaning, snow removal. 
Insured. 651-699-2832.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
PAINTING. WALLPAPER. Patch. Interior. 
Exterior. Small jobs wanted. Jim, 612-
202-5514.

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
PAINTING, WALL-PAPER HANGING, 
CEILING TEXTURING. MODERATE 
PRICES; FREE ESTIMATES. LICENSED, 
BOND ED,  INSURED.  MERRIAM 
PARK PAINTING. ED, 651-224-3660; 
“A NEIGHBOR YOU CAN TRUST.” 
MPPAINTING.COM

*REMODEL-DESIGN-CONSULT*
Kitchens, doors, windows, base-
ments. Additions, decks, fences, 
porches. Reasonable rates. Personal, 
professional, proficient. Free es-
timates. “Building Brocks”, 651- 
285-3237.

ALEXANDER’S PAINTING. High quality 
work at affordable rates. Full service 
interior/exterior. Free estimates. 651-
246-2869; www.painteral.com

STEVE’S PAINTING. Quality Interior/
Exterior; 30+ years; good references. 
651-207-2249. stevepaintsmsp@
gmail.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT
CARPENTRY/SHEETROCK. Framing. 
Remodeling. Tile. Professional. 
Reasonable. Estimates. Frank, 651-
276-7094.

CARPENTRY/REMODELING. Kitchen, 
Bath specialty. 25+ years’ excep-
tional experience. Licensed. Insured. 
Martin, 612-701-5394.

STAIRWAY BALUSTERS and column 
bases replicated plus other wood-
turning and woodworking. 612- 
940-7591 or theturningpointwood 
works.com

*BATHROOM REMODELING*
Low water pressure? Sinks, toilets, 
tubs/surrounds, etc. Ceramic tile. 612-
275-9815. Basement bath?

RUBEN’S CONCRETE. Free estimates. 
Steps, sidewalks, driveways. 30 years’ 
experience. 651-500-0980.

LICENSED PLUMBER available for your 
old home’s remodel and plumbing 
improvements. GC inquiries welcome. 
Paul, 651-263-3623. DannerPlumbing.
com

HOME IMPROVEMENT
*BATHROOMS*

YoungCastle Bathrooms specializing 
in bathroom design, repair, creation 
and remodeling. Great savings! Call 
for free consultation. 651-257-4706; 
www.youngcastlebathrooms.com

EVERYTHING DRYWALL. Sheetrock, 
plaster, textures, skim coating 
and painting. Insured. David, 612- 
554-3028.

MASONRY REPAIR. Brick, foundation, 
stairs, sidewalks, tuckpointing, small 
concrete. Daniel, 612-804-6818.

YOUR LOCAL source for con-
crete work. Driveways, Sidewalks, 
Patios and More. Call 612-930-7071. 
NeighborhoodConcrete.com

MARK’S CONCRETE. Free Estimates. 
New sidewalks, patios, drives, resur-
face walls and floors. 763-607-3941.

HOME SERVICES    
MYVILLAGER HOME SERVICES category 
offers handyman, moving, window and 
gutter cleaning services, repair and 
clean out services, hauling, demoli-
tion, painting etc. Advertise YOUR 
Home Service in the next MyVillager! 
Call 651-699-1462 ext 10 or email 
WantAds@MyVillager.com 

BURTON’S RAIN Gutter Service. 
GUTTERS CLEANED, repaired. Since 
1973. Insured, bonded. License 
#BC126373; 651-699-8900. (c) 651- 
398-9629

LIGHTHOUSE MOVING. St. Paul busi-
ness since 2004. A+ rating with the 
Minnesota Better Business Bureau. 
Licensed/Insured. 651-387-2955 
LighthouseMoving.com

GUTTER CLEANING & Repair. 29th year 
in Villager area. Fully insured for your 
peace of mind. Call us today. Free 
estimates, 651-287-0970.

CONTINUED  c18

Macalester-Groveland
macgrove.org • 651-695-4000

Citywide drop-off event—A citywide drop-off event 
will be held on Saturday, September 17, at the northeast 
corner of the State Fairgrounds. Visit the city of Saint Paul’s 
website at tinyurl.com/496krere for a list of accepted items 
and fees. Seniors can have their items picked up for free. 
Sign up by emailing mgcc@macgrove.org.

Join the board—The community council has openings 
for Grid 4, Grid 3 and at-large representatives of faith in-
stitutions on its board of directors. For information about 
running for an open seat, visit macgrove.org/about/board.

Highland Park
highlanddistrictcouncil.org • 651-695-4005

Citywide drop-off event—The city of Saint Paul will 
conduct a drop off event at the northeast corner of the 
State Fairgrounds from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday, September 
17. Visit tinyurl.com/496krere for a list of accepted items 
and fees. Seniors can schedule a free pickup of items at 
info@highlanddistrictcouncil.org or 651-695-4005.

Living in Highland—Residents can share their thoughts 
about living in Highland Park at two in-person conversa-
tions: with coffee and donuts from 9:30-11:30 a.m. Satur-
day, September 24, at the Highland Park Pavilion, 1200 

Montreal Ave.; or with happy hour appetizers from 5-7 
p.m. Wednesday, September 28, at Tiffany Sports Lounge, 
2051 Ford Pkwy. Online surveys are also available through 
October 5 at surveymonkey.com/r/HDCfeedback22.

Seeking students—The HDC is seeking students in 
grades 11-12 or in college who live or go to school in High-
land Park to serve as liaisons with the district council. Learn 
more and apply by September 25 on the HDC’s website.

Stop for Me—A Stop for Me event will be held from 
3-4:15 p.m. Tuesday, September 27, at Snelling and Hart-
ford avenues to educate people about pedestrian safety.

Summit Hill
summithillassociation.org • 651-222-1222

SHA Fall Festival—The SHA will host its Fall Festival 
from 1-4 p.m. Saturday, September 17, in Linwood Park. 
Watch the website for upcoming info and contact info@
SummitHillAssociation.org to volunteer.  

Summit-University
summit-university.org • 651-228-1855

Board elections—The annual elections for the Sum-
mit-University Planning Council’s board of directors run 
through September 14. People can learn more about the 
candidates and vote on the SUPC’s website.

Annual block party—The annual Webster Park block 
party and potluck supper will begin at 5 p.m. Saturday, 
September 17, on the 700 block of Ashland Avenue. Partici-
pants are asked to bring a side dish and baked good for the 
cakewalk. The suggested contribution is $10 per family.

Union Park
unionparkdc.org • 651-645-6887

Ice Cream Peanut Butter & Jam—The ninth annual 
Ice Cream, Peanut Butter & Jam will be held from noon-4 
p.m. Saturday, September 17, at the Merriam Park Recre-
ation Center, 2000 Saint Anthony Ave. There will be arts 
and crafts, chalk painting, live bands, dance performances, 
food trucks, a bouncy house and more.

Contact us—The public is invited to “like” the Union 
Park District Council on Facebook, follow it on Twitter at 
@UnionParkDC, and subscribe to its e-newsletter, “Neigh-
borhood Matters,” by emailing Leah@unionparkdc.org.

West Seventh
fortroadfederation.org • 651-298-5599

Upcoming meetings—Community Engagement and 
Outreach Committee, 6:30 p.m. Thursday September 15. 
Meetings are held via Zoom, unless otherwise noted. For 
log-in information, visit fortroadfederation.org/calendar.

There was a lot to be satisfied with in their season-
opening 42-7 win at South Saint Paul on September 1. 
After all, this was a team the Cadets struggled with last 
year before pulling away for an 18-6 victory. When you 
jump out to a 35-0 halftime lead and end up with nearly 
400 yards of offense, it would be logical to think happy 
days are here again in Mendota Heights. 

Indeed, O’Brien found a lot of positives in the opener. 
“We ran the ball well. We threw it well,” he said. “The 
kicking game was very good.” 

Then again, not everything was roses for STA. “We lost 
the turnover battle,” O’Brien said. “There were penalties 
we shouldn’t have taken. We still have a few things to 
clean up.” 

O’Brien often emphasizes that just about every game 
the Cadets play is a rivalry of sorts. On September 16, 
Cretin-Derham Hall comes to the STA campus for the first 
time in two decades. “It’ll be wild,” O’Brien conceded 
of the longstanding rivalry between the Cadets and the 
Raiders. “I’ll have to remind the kids it’s just one game. It 
helps that we played them last year (a 41-14 STA win).”

Local lad makes it to the Big Show
Mark McKenzie was Louie Varland’s baseball coach 

for four seasons at Concordia University-Saint Paul. 

Varland’s older brother, Gus, was already a pitcher at CSP 
when Louie was a senior pitcher at North Saint Paul and 
looking at colleges.

“He actually wanted to go somewhere else to compete 
against Gus,” McKenzie recalled. “When Louie decided 
to come here, I was told he had a better arm than his 
brother, but he didn’t throw strikes.”

McKenzie and his staff went to work on the mechanics 
for both hurlers. By the time the Varlands were done, CSP 
had advanced to two NSIC championship games. 

Gus was drafted by the Los Angeles Dodgers and has 
worked his way up the chain to AA ball. Unfortunately for 
Gus, the Dodgers’ system is loaded with great arms and 
he may need to look elsewhere to break into the majors. 

Louie was drafted by the Twins in 2019. The 24-year-
old Saint Paul native overcame an arm issue and worked 
his way up the minor league ladder to CHS Field this 
summer to hurl for the AAA Saints. On September 7, he 
took a bigger step, taking the mound at Yankee Stadium 
against the powerful Bronx Bombers.

Before the game, McKenzie checked in with an old pal, 
Kent Hrbek, to see if he had any words of advice for Louie. 
“Herbie said to tell him it’s just baseball,” McKenzie said. 
“Just enjoy it.” 

As it developed, Varland made his MLB debut in front 
of a mostly empty Yankee Stadium. Thanks to a rainout 
the night before, Varland went to work at 3 p.m. in the 

first game of a doubleheader. He struck out Aaron Judge 
in the first inning and worked as if he was still hurling 
at Concordia’s Barnes Field. “He looked very loose and 
relaxed out there,” McKenzie said.

Varland’s second encounter with Judge didn’t go 
so well when Judge hit his 55th home run of the year. 
Undeterred, Varland went to 3-0 on the next batter, but 
responded with seven strikes in a row to end the inning. 

What was noticeable was there was no dawdling on 
the mound. “He was used to the 20-second clock in the 
minors,” McKenzie said. “It was fun to watch.”

Minnesota had a 3-1 lead when Varland went out to the 
mound for the sixth inning. After giving up a single, he 
struck out Oswaldo Cabrera, his seventh victim of the day. 

What happened next was predictable. Varland wasn’t 
given a third shot at Judge, giving way to reliever Griffin 
Jax. Two batters later, Gleyber Torres hit a laser shot for a 
home run to tie the game, thus ruining Varland’s chance 
for a win in his debut. The Twins eventually lost 5-4 in 12 
innings, but it didn’t matter. For Varland, it was a day to 
remember. 

“I’m glad it’s over because there was a lot of anxiety, but 
it all worked out,” he told reporters afterward. “I couldn’t 
really feel my legs against the first batter. After that first 
out, though, things kind of went back to normal.”

Dave Wright can be reached at dwright53@msn.com.
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SERVICE DIRECTORY
HOME SERVICES   

ALL AMERICAN One, LLC. Bonded, li-
censed, insured. MN. License 
#BC635082. Big or small. Everything 
from chimneys to basements. Stop 
leaks. All jobs done. Free estimates. 
BBB. Angie’s. Jeff, 651-285-1937.

WINDOW CLEANING. 29th year in 
Villager area. Fully insured for your 
peace of mind. Call us today. Free 
estimates. Call 651-287-0970.

HANDYMAN FROM A-Z. Quality work, 
30 years’ experience. 651-483-8581, 
Jerry.

*RELIABLEMAINTENANCE
ANDREPAIR.COM*

Remodeling and Handyman Services. 
MN License #BC665235. 651-262-9765.

CLEAN OUT accumulated, stored 
junk/debris. Hauling. Reasonable. 
Frank, 651-276-7094.

*CILEK FURNITURE REPAIR*
Complete chair re-glue since 1960. 
651-699-4022.

*GUTTER CLEANING*
It’s that time of the year again! 
Protect your roof and have your gut-
ters cleaned today. Call Ryan, 651-
690-3956. PatesRoofing.com

F R E D D I E ’ S  J U N K  R e m o v a l . 
Commercial. Residential. Low rates. 
Free estimates. 651-442-0993.

WOOD DECKS/Wood Fences. License 
#BC581059. Troy’s Decks & Wood 
Fences, 651-210-1387.

GUTTER CLEANING! $99 1 Story - 
$125 2 Story. Call Today. 612-
432-1473. Harris Cleaning.

Continued

Total Lawn Maintenance
Landscaping Projects
Shrub Maintenance

kernlawnservice.com
In business since 1984

Major Credit Cards aCCepted
651.207.5396

LAWN SERVICE

LANdSCApINg

HOME SERVICES   
URBANSCAPES YARD&GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE SERVICES-WEEDING, 
SHRUB & SMALL TREE PRUNING & 
WINTER SNOW SHOVELING. ASK FOR 
MARTEY 651-917-7982.

HOUSECLEANING
EXCELLENT CLEANING, reasonable 
rates, reliable, experienced. Estimates 
available. Ann, 651-776-7834.

NICCI MAIDS. Professional House    
cleaning Services. Bonded and in-
sured. References. 651-253-5561.

MB’S CLEANING SERVICE. 28 years in 
business. Seasonal cleaning specials. 
$50 off 1st cleaning. Gift certificates. 
651-225-1960. mbscleaning.com

L + A CLEAN MACHINE. Quality service. 
Good pricing. Residential and com-
mercial cleaning. 770-837-1333.

QUALITY CLEANING you can depend 
on. 20+ years’ experience. Rita’s 
Cleaning, 612-414-9241.

*SPARKLING CLEANING*
Reliable, great references, and hon-
est. Call/Text: Maria, 651-245-9027.

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNOW
FEW THINGS ADD more curb appeal 
than a thick, healthy lawn showcasing 
your beautifully landscaped property. 
Advertise your business in the Lawn 
and Landscape Classifieds in upcom-
ing MyVillagers. Call 651-699-1462 ext 
10 or email WantAds@MyVillager.com

*P.H.M. INC.*
MURPHY’S LAWN & LANDSCAPE. 
pat@PHMincorporated.com or
w w w. P H M i n co r p o ra te d .co m .
651-231-7748.

LAWN SERVICE. Spring cleanups. 
Gutter cleaning/repair; dethatch-
ing, tree/bush service. Insured. 651-
699-2832. 

LAWN/LANDSCAPE/SNOW
THE BEST Landscaping Services. 
Bluhm Brothers Landscaping. Design. 
Tree, shrub and plant knowledge, in-
stallation, grading, sodding, beds and 
gardens. Paver patios, walks, drives. 
Versa-Lok retaining walls. 651-227-
2584; www.bluhmbrothers.com

CREATIVE DESIGNS. I can help 
you install. Horticulture Degree, 
U of MN. Certified Nursery and 
Landscape Professional. Living Space 
Landscapes. Scott Solomonson, 612-
868-7787; LandscapesByScott.com

CNT LAWN CARE and Snow Removal. 
Hedge trimming. Highland resident. 
Chris, 651-757-6339.

TREE SERVICE. Local Tree Tech, li-
censed, insured, clean, efficient.  
Dean, 651-298-0781.

*HIGHLAND TREE CARE, LLC.*
Certified Arborist. Licensed. Insured. 
Free estimates. Removals, pruning, 
stumps. Brian, 612-735-9110. 

SEASONAL CLEANUP. Brush removal, 
light tree trimming, rototilling, haul-
ing. Jud, 651-230-2354.

SNOW SHOVELING. Snelling/Selby 
Area. Jim. 612-202-5514.

SNOW REMOVAL, Lawn Service. 
Contracts from $160. Gutter cleaning, 
Fall cleanups. Insured. 651-699-2832.

COMPUTER/INTERNET/TV
HIGHLAND COMPUTERS. Full service 
Mac & PC repair. 474 Hamline. 651-
207-8276.

EXPERT COMPUTER REPAIR - Windows 
and Mac, Desktops and Laptops, 
Hardware and Software. $15 off labor 
when ad mentioned (Services over 
$79, parts not included). HACKER 
ATTACKERS - 1606 Randolph Ave. 651-
414-0017.

OFFICE/PROOFREADING
WRITE AWAY CREATIVE. Transcription. 
Typing. Copy Editing. Legal, academic, 
memoirs. 651-690-4779.

SEWING/TAILORING
HIGHLAND TAILORS. Alterations. 
Tailoring. Women. Men. Mon-Fri 10-6, 
Sat 9-3.  712 South Cleveland. 651-
698-6117. HighlandTailors.com

ENTERTAINMENT
SINGER-GUITARIST. Popular songs 
from across the decades; weddings, 
private parties; listen at www.john
mischke.com. Call 651-647-0659.

MUSIC INSTRUCTION
PIANO. Ph.D. Music Indiana University. 
Lawrence Wilson, 651-699-0812.

GUITAR/UKULELE Lessons. Suzuki/
Traditional. Classical/Popular. All 
Ages. In-person/online lessons avail-
able. Gene Swanson, 651-269-6983.

PIANO TUNING/ REPAIR
GAVINPIANO.COM. Registered piano 
tuner/technician. See website for 
coupon. 651-644-3111.

TIME TO Tune? Sticky Keys? Excellent 
Service. Call/Text Torger, 651-
230-0193.

TUNING SPECIAL Evening and 
weekend appointments available. 
Outstanding service and experience 
since 2005. Jim Gardner, 612 327-6698.

HELP WANTED
This newspaper will not knowingly 
 accept any advertising which is in 
violation of the law. No attention to 
race, color, religion, sex, sexual ori-
entation, gender identity, national 
origin, veteran or disability status 
will be allowed. Equal employment 
opportunity.

Fabulous Customer Reviews!
Experts specializing in…

Patching Window/Stucco Repairs Stone—New & Repair
New Stucco Re-Stucco Sandblasting

BUILDING THE FUTURE —
RESTORING THE PAST

Aaron Cole

Lance SmithSMITHCOLE.COM

651-497-9891

Exterior/Interior
Home Painting

Exterior Home Painting • Wall & Ceiling Repair
Spray Texture • Fine Enameling • Home Repairs

651-497-9891

HigHland Park
 P A I N T E R S

Nilles
Builders, Inc.

525 Ohio St.
• Additions
• Roofing
• Siding
• Remodeling
• Concrete
• Garages

 222-8701

MN Lic.
#4690

6
5
1

www.nillesbuilders.com

Plaster Repair • Drywall Taping
Texture Ceilings • Painting

612-272-3697
Insured  Specializing since 1992  Free Estimates

VISIONS TREE SERVICE
24 Hour Emergency Storm Service
                      Expert Climbers • Professional Service

                        Tree Trimming & Removal • Stump Removal

 651-464-3317
  All Major Credit Cards Accepted

LOCALLY OWNED
& OPERATED

Residential
Commercial
FREE ESTIMATES

651-373-1264

Small Concrete Jobs
Bobcat & Dump Truck
PanianConstruction.com

#BC319518Est. 1976

Tuckpointing
Chimneys

Stone & Brick Work
Foundation Repair

RUG
CLEANING

Free pick up & delivery
Ask about our

Pet Urine Removal Treatment
Cleaned with non-toxic products

NatureWise ChemDry
651-341-0933 Text or Call

naturewisechemdry.com
West 7th ~ Locally Owned

HELP WANTED
PART-TIME MAINTENANCE/Custodial 
help needed for Condominium build-
ing in Highland Park. Call for more 
details, 651-690-3400. 

Routing Specialist/Fleet Mgr  FT or PT.  
Seeking enthusiastic, hard-working 
routing specialist for a local flower 
shop. Specialist will ensure timely, 
safe and efficient deliveries and work 
at least 3 days per week, including 
Saturday.  Knowledge of transporta-
tion and logistics is highly desired, 
college degree is preferred. Apply in 
person to:  Ann at A. Johnson & Sons 
Florist, 1738 Grand Ave., St. Paul 651-
695-3225.

FOR RENT - RESIDENTIAL
All real estate or rental advertising 
in this newspaper is subject to the 
Fair Housing Act. This newspaper will 
not knowingly  accept any advertising 
which is in violation of the law. Equal 
housing opportunity.

710 LINCOLN AVENUE. Third floor in 
elegant home. Separate entrance. 
2 bedroom, 1 bath. $1500 includes 
utilities.  Craigslist.com 7517768751
651-227-3916. 

Roof
RepaiRs

Save Thousands
Over Replacement!
Complete Roofing Services

Since 1972

VB, inc.
Vern Buckman

612-599-8200 cell
651-731-1291 office

Lic.#20216197

ConCrete
Sidewalks & Steps

glass bloCk
windows

(Good for basements, etc.)
BRICK, BLOCK

& stuCCO RepaIR
Over 25 yrs. Experience

Lic • Bonded • Ins
Call Mark Larson
651-642-5090

FOR RENT - RESIDENTIAL
SPACIOUS 1 & 2 BEDROOM Apartment 
Homes available in the Highland Park 
and Crocus Hill areas. Call 651-698-
6111 today for rental information on 
several communities professionally 
managed by  Mid  Cont inent 
Management Corp. 

ROOM FOR RENT in Highland Park, 
1561 Scheffer Ave. $650/Mo. 651-
202-3070, 701-260-9969.

FOR RENT - COMMERCIAL
300 S/F SUITE. Upper level, gross 
rent, call for showing and additional 
details. Premier office location, 241 
South Cleveland Ave. (corner of 
Cleveland and St. Clair). 651-602-7095.

ROOMMATE WANTED
ROOMMATE WANTED. 2-bedroom, 
2-bath, furnished. Washer/dryer in 
unit. Pool/exercise room controlled 
entry/bbq pits/jacuzzi/fireplace. No 
smoking, pet friendly. $800 per 
month. Available immediately. 
Located: River Crossing Apartments, 
1730 Graham Avenue West, Highland 
Park. Contact Joanne; 651-398-3753.

Stump Grinding &
Ash Tree Injection
 ISA Certified Arborist
Dave  651 492 5216

      HYDEAND
     HARMSEN
 C O N S T R U C T I O N

Rotten Wood?

Window sills, casings & trim
replaced, storm windows

Andy  651-698-3156
www.harmsenoberg.com

SERVICE DIRECTORY

TM

www.landscapesbyscott.com

Scott Solomonson’s cell:
   612.868.7787

InterConnect
Landscaping LLC

Family Owned

651-925-7356
No project too small.
• Lawn care   • Snow removal

• All landscaping projects
• Junk removal

interconnectlandscaping.com

New CoNstruCtioN 
decks, doors, porches,

restoration & more

JL
OF

serViCes

651-276-8233

Remodel
Renovate
RestoRe

Join the more than 7,000
people who follow

on Facebook.

Facebook.com/MyVillager/
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SERVICE DIRECTORY

Lic. #RR155317Licensed • Bonded • Insured
PatesRoofing.com

Serving the Community and
Metro area for over 25 years

Finest in Residential Roofing

651-690-3956

  Weaver Electric
Residential and Commercial Wiring

Low Rates  - Immediate Response  - Troubleshooting
 Office: 651 644-6551 Mobile: 612 599-7353

Licensed Master Electrician Over 30 Years Experience SpieSS
    lumbingi

Repair • Remodeling
RPZ Testing & Water Heaters

Scott Spiess
651-248-3853

Lic. • Bonded • Insured    Lic.# 059373-pm

ROOFING
     NILLES

        Builders, Inc.                 651 222-8701
   Full Warranty   MN Lic. #4690

www.nillesbuilders.com

Steigauf Brothers
~ Since 1980 ~  COMPLETE

Landscaping, Lawn
& snow pLowing services

residential & commercial

Mark steigauf   651-698-0395

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

F loo r  Sand ing

612-290-1533

Free estimates!
�Sanding         �Install
�Refinishing    �Repair
 �Dustless Recoating

8-Time Super Service Award Winner
www.earlsfloorsanding.com

Sanding    Install    Refinishing
Repair    Maintenance

F loor  Sanding

(651) 699-6140 or (612) 827-6140 
www.PaintingByJerryWind.com

FREE ESTIMATES

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Wallpaper Stripping/
    Skim Coating
• Wood Stripping & Refinishing
• Plaster/Sheetrock Repair

ExteriorsbyDesignExteriorsbyDesign

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Interior & Exterior

• Free Estimates • References

                  Call Jesse 651-206-2454
#BC738852 ExteriorsByDesignLLC.com

Helping your home since 1977.

525 Ohio Street
St. Paul, MN 55107
651-222-8701 #EA761612

INSURED•BONDED•LICENSED nillesbuilders.com

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
& RENOVATIONS

• Additions
• Roofi ng
• Siding

• Remodeling
• Concrete
• Garages

ROGERS MaSOnRy
651224-6985

www.Rogers–Masonry.com
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

• Stone Foundation Repair
• Brick/Stone Building Restoration

All Repair/Restoration done to Heritage
Preservation Commission (HPC) specifications

Chimney RepaiR
& TuCkpoinTing

Schedule Your Fall & Winter  
Tree Trimming and Shrub Prunning.

Roger Gatz    651  699-7022
  rogertree.com  Trimming • STump removal • removalS 

Your Neighborhood Certified Arborist

Roger’s
Tree

Service

24 HR EmERgEncy SERvicE
Tree Removal/Tree & 

Shrub Pruning & More
★ ★ 32 Years Exp ★ ★ 651.690.3200

allseasonstreemn.com

ALL SEASONSALL SEASONSALL SEASONS
T R E E  S E R V I C E

ALL SEASONSALL SEASONS
T R E E  S E R V I C E
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Burton’s Rain
Gutter Service

 • Clean • Repair • Install
    www.burtonsraingutter.comwww.burtonsraingutter.com
Licensed • Bonded • Insured                

Burton R. Johnson    
1864 Grand Ave. MN ID#BC126373 

(C) 651-398-9629

651699-8900

Quality brush &
stump removal
• Small Tree Removal  • Tree Prunning
• Hedge/Shrub Removal & Trimming

                   612-369-1987No Job too Small  
Call Mike Arborist

Landscape

jeffmenard.mn@gmail.com
651•436•6568

Jeff Menard

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Drainage Problems?
Retaining Walls

patios – steps – Walks
      

ABEL’S CONCRETE

CELL: 651263-6572
FREE ESTIMATES

New & Repair • Foundation Repair
Brick • Tuckpointing • Concrete
Chimney Repair • Glass Block
Windows • Sidewalks & Steps

Remodeling • Painting • Roofing

LICENSED
INSURED

LOCKSMITH
Fast Mobile Service

                           716 So. Cleveland
               651690-4443

We cut Keys and
install Deadbolt Locks

PR
OFESSIONAL 

LOCKSMITHS 

Babcock & Son
S E C U R I T Y  C O R P O R AT I O N

Peter Wilson DryWall
& Plaster rePair

95% Dust-Free 
Vacuum Sanding!

651-246-4758
Peterwilsondrywall.com

Since 1986N M
ConCrete & 

Masonry
new, repair & replace

step repair
Bobcat • Dump Truck

Demolition • Landscaping
Gary 651-423-6666

Chad Arneson

Rating

HageConcrete.com

BBBSM

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

ESCOBAR 
HARDWOOD FLOORS, LLC
• Installation  • Repair  • Refinishing
• Sanding (Dust Free)  • 18 yrs exp

Free Estimates
 651-230-7232    952-292-2349
 escobarflooring@gmail.com

Odis quia volor magnist, velique et quam quam, unt adit ab init ommod quam et eat 
volupta quiate la cus, sequi repro expelique et que elis quias magnate laut moluptati cor 
alibusc iatium aut estotas mi, odit, sam fugias ut fugit, odigent oressequi num sitae nul-
lantem quia nonse oditioresto que vendemp orectem porate vidionsequis dolore pressim 
non consecaboria sim sit apiet quundam, qui re eosa intur. Buy it from Merriam Park 
Repair, 444 N. Prior, Saint Paul. 651-645-1443. www.YourWebSiteHere.com

Merriam Park Repair

Merriam Park Repair
444 N. Prior • St. Paul, MN  55104 • 651-645-1443

Visit our website: merriamparkrepair.com

We service most makes and sell NEW!

ROAD WORK SUMMER OF 2022
Now Taking in mowers and Equip. tune up now!
Avoid the road repair! OPEN FOR BUSSINESS

Pickup & Delivery
• Established 1989 •

444 N. Prior • St. Paul  55104 • 651-645-1443
Visit our website: www.merriamparkrepair.com

Mike

Mohs
ConstruCtion

3 Generations of Craftsmanship ★ Since 1963
www.mikemohsconstruction.com

Call Scott Mohs   612-701-2209

Roofing – All Types • Flat Roofing – Rubber or Tin
Windows & Skylights • Decks & Porches

Siding & Exterior Wood • Gutters
                                                                                                              MN Lic. BC005456

BBB®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Honesty & Integrity for 50 Years

You need 
a patio or 
landscape 
update! 

❖
 C

H
I L

E

EN  PA I N

T
I N

G
❖

Serving Lakes Area Since
 1

95
2

Chileen
Painting

   greg@chileen.com      

612-850-0325

• Interior Painting   • Exterior Painting
• Wood Finishing   • Water Damage Repair

• Patching   • Enameling   • Insurance Claims

YOUR LOCAL
WINDOW

REPLACEMENT
EXPERTS

Register Now for our
Quarterly Window Webinar

Replace Your
Storm Windows

See your ad in our E-Editions
https://myvillager.com/e-editions/

PLUMBING • REPAIR • REMODELING

All Star-Blue
    Star & Rounded reverse red

Master Plumber
Serving Highland Since 1984

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Free Estimates • 1 yr. warranty

Cell (612) 865-2369
~ No overtime charges ~
Angie’s Preferred List

Jack Stodola       MN #003414 PM

WROUGHT IRON
PAINTING
Free Est imates

Mark 651.253.1436



    

DO IT
RIGHT WITH OUR  HOME

IMPROVEMENT
ISSUE

September 28
                               DEADLINE: Aug 25

     gball@myvillager.com  |  651-699-1462PRINT • DIGITAL • BOTH

COLIN VOERDING
651-357-3667

KRISTA WOLTER
612-247-5106

LOLLY MCNEELY
SALMEN

612-810-4138

PHILIP M. WAHLBERG
651-336-2410

BRIAN WAGNER, M.ED.
651-497-4387

MICHAELA TOOHEY
651-253-6830

DEB SOUCHERAY
651-263-0552

TOM EDELSTEIN, CRS
HENRY EDELSTEIN, CRS

651-695-4300

SARAH KINNEY
MATCHMAKER
651-231-2211

TJ PIERRET
651-755-6669

MORAGHAN DeROSIA
952-486-3697

CLAIRE BISANZ DISTAD
651-307-7260

GARY FABEL
651-334-3659

MIKE JAMBOR
612-889-9773

MYA HONEYWELL
THE HIVE

651-329-3619

ROBBIE GROSSMAN
651-434-7887

MARY KNUDSEN
651-335-6619

JIM BURTON
651-690-8556

PETER DONOVAN
651-336-8050

  DAVID NOVAK, B.Geo.E
612-282-2168

DAVID NOYES, JR.
651-233-0748

                    

DARE TO DREAM!    
Glorious 2012 built 4BR, 4BA masterpiece 
boasts classic appeal combined with open & 
bright modern design. Gorgeous kitchen, for-
mal dining, main floor family room, 
private owner’s suite. Steps to 
the river! 449 Woodlawn Ave.
*click on www.teamedelstein.com  

HENRY EDELSTEIN CRS
651-270-1667

WALK TO THE VILLAGE!    
Charm-filled 2BR, 3BA gem is accented with 
gleaming hardwood floors, fireplace, updated 
kitchen with dining room. Upper level owner’s 
suite with vaulted ceiling, sky-
lights, private bath. New roof in 
2022! 858 Kenneth St. *click on
www.teamedelstein.com  

HENRY EDELSTEIN CRS
651-270-1667

DOWNTOWN MINNEAPOLIS    
Enjoy city living in The Crossings condo.  Three 
bedrooms, many association amenities including, 
heated underground parking, outdoor pool, 24 
hour security and concierge ser-
vice! All connected to the skyway! 
121 Washington Ave S #517.
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

SUE JOHNSON CRS, GRI
651-329-1264 • $349,900

2301 BREWSTER    
Ideally located in N. St. Anthony Park in a charming 
tuck-away neighborhood. GREAT layout & flow, & just 
blocks to award-winning elementary school, middle school, 
library, grocery store, shops, rec cen-
ter. U of M St Paul campus is nearby. 
Larger lot with beautiful landscaping, 
new fencing & new back yard deck!
GoodCompanyRealtyGroup.com

SUE JOHNSON CRS, GRI
651-329-1264 • $329,900
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4121 OAKBROOKE TRAIL, EAGAN MN
Ideal Eagan one story detached townhome 
in the sought after Oakbrooke neighbor-
hood! This home offers the privacy of a 
single family home but all of the 
conveniences(exterior mainte-
nance, lawn and snow care, 
etc.,) of having a townhome.

MIKE DISTAD
612-275-1343 • $424,900

8951 15TH AVENUE, SAINT PAUL
Gorgeous Bloomington one story home 
on an oversized 1/3rd+ acre lot complete 
with privacy fence! This 3 bedroom, 2 
bath home has been lovingly 
updated and maintained over 
the years and is truly move 
in ready!

MIKE DISTAD
612-275-1343 • $349,900

1830 LINCOLN AVENUE, SAINT PAUL
Well appointed two story home in the heart of 
Mac-Grove!  This home has been meticulous-
ly updated with some major improvements 
such as new boiler, appliances, 
and a brand new sewer line 
and is perfect for any owner 
occupant or investor!

MIKE DISTAD
612-275-1343 • $299,900

SUMMIT HILL HISTORIC BEAUTY!
Stunning woodwork, floors, and original 
details in this stately home on oversized lot 
at 911 Lincoln Ave. 4,700 sq ft, 2 car garage, 
plus charming 2 BR carriage house. 911 
Lincoln Ave.  www.wahlbergtoohey.com  
MICHAELA TOOHEY 
PHILIP WAHLBERG 
651-336-2410

SPECTACULAR SETTING!!!
12160 Upper Heather Ave N: Stunning 
4-bedroom, 5 bath set on a beautifully 
landscaped and wooded 5 acre lot. 
Gleaming hardwood floors, 
entertainment sized rooms, 
king sized owners suite.   

         JIM BURTON
  651-690-8556 • $1,100,000

SOLD IN 2 DAYS • $33,000 OVER LIST!
Todays market requires thoughtful and 
knowledgeable pricing to get the most out 
of your home sale. Call me for a personal and 
thoughtful review to get your 
home ready for market. 1013 
Como Place. Call TJ for details.
TJ@cbrealty.com  

TJ PIERRET
651-755-6669 • $283,500

ONLY SECOND OWNER……989 ENGLEWOOD!
For this vintage bungalow with all its origi-
nal charm, beautiful woods and staircase, 
3 plus bedrooms on a lot and half - oppor-
tunity knocks!! Call Lolly for 
details!

LOLLY MCNEELY SALMEN
612-810-4138 • $199,900

518 MONTROSE LANE - PREMIER LIST
Exceptional 3BR, 3BA Highland bungalow with 
all the bells & whistles. Gorgeous chef’s kitchen 
w/Subzero & Wolf. Formal and informal flex fam-
ily space, private patio walks out 
to backyard oasis just 2 blocks to 
the River & Highland Village. Call 
Lolly with questions!

LOLLY MCNEELY SALMEN
612-810-4138 • $675,000

ANITA C. HILL
651-707-6408

coldwellbankerhomes.com

Crocus Hill 821 Grand Ave. 
651-227-9144

Highland Park 1991 Ford Pkwy. 
651-698-2481
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