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Everything you need for traveling,
camping, boating and family adventures!
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1139 W. Lennon Dr. Emory, Tx. 75440

B s 903-473-8788
Mon.-Fri. 7 am - 6 pm - Sat. 7 am - 5 pm

www.hootensteel.net

Svlphw Springs, Texas

SATURDAY,
October 15,
2022

501 (C) 3

15th Annual Event For Children )

Hopkins County Regional Civic Center

1200 Houston 5r.

IRA Black FFA
Shop Project Show

AUCTION

For Info Contact:
Michael Bowen 903-335-1650
Wade Bartley 903-348-1878

SuLpHur Sprines, Tx,
Chili - Brisket ++ Pinto Bean

COOKOF ?’

CHIt/ ’ |

For Info Contact:
Ken Sharp 903-440-3238

FAULK COMPANY

Como P|ckton FFA Rafﬂe Item

Contact: Clay Bartley
903-438-3930

CATTLE SHOW

Contact:
Jay Jordan 979-743-6263
Dr. Kevin Gray 903-335-0157

1st Time Event
AG Team Competition

BUILD OFF
Friday, Oct.14, 2022 8 AM

Equine Pavillion 1200 Houston St.

Sulphur Springs, TX.

Contact: Dan Froneberger
903-243-7444

CLYDESDALE CARRIAGE
RIDES & PHOTOS

Llsa AIIen 903-262-0633
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WELCOME TO AUTUMN

Tumbleweed Smith

Some people say autumn means the end of
summer and all the fun, time to get serious and
go back to the ordinary. Others look forward
to fall, saying it’s colorful and energizing and
it’s like starting everything all over again.

Personally I’m with the previous group. I love
spring and summer. I looked up the word
autumn in the dictionary and its second
Tumbleweed Smith meaning is “a period of maturity or insipient
decline.” Another suggests, “the drying up season.” To me fall
is foreboding, dark and mysterious. But I try to be positive
about it, knowing there’s no stopping its annual appearance.
It’s the active time of year when big things happen: the world
series, football, symphony concerts, county fairs, long walks,
evenings around a fire pit, family gatherings, Halloween,
Thanksgiving, the rush toward Christmas. School buses are
everywhere taking kids to school and other events. There seems
to be more traffic, more coming and going, people doing things
and going places.

Nat King Cole’s AUTUMN LEAVES along with Ella
Fitzgerald and Louis Armstrong’s rendition of AUTUMN IN
NEW YORK are the top two songs about fall. They lighten up
the season.

In autumn the days get shorter. The nights get longer. The
sky gets darker and the sun is lower in the sky, creating shadows
in new patterns. At full phase, the fall moon is a big round
orange circle when it rises on the eastern horizon.

There is no doubt that trees are a colorful spectacle in the fall.
It’s kind of nature’s final act of the year, like it’s been saving it
up all year so it could unleash it at the proper time. Someone
said autumn has more gold than any other season.

We look forward to cooler weather and get out grandma’s quilt
anticipating winter’s chill. Light and colorful summer clothing
is replaced with darker, heavier wear. A warm breakfast takes
the place of cold cereals.

Fall is a time of pumpkins, cinnamon, candy corn, pecans and
red apples. It’s a time of serenity, nostalgia, reflection, harvest
and planning. Birds begin their annual migration. Some go
away, others come in. Some just stay.

The puffy white clouds of summer change into long, thin,
wispy streaks. And under that sky, with all the activity of the
season, there is a stillness, a silence, a reverence that makes us
stop and look around and listen to the harmonious rhythm of
the changing season.

The autumn equinox occurs the first day of fall when the sun
crosses the equator and the day and night are of equal length as
autumn moves out summer with a gentle nudge.

Happy fall, y’all
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The Generac PWRcell
solar plus battery stor-
age system. Save mon-
ey, reduce reliance on
grid, prepare for outag-
es & power your home.
Full installation servic-
es. $0 down financing
option. Request free
no obligation quote.

Safe Step. North Amer-
ica’s #1 Walk-in tub.
Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation
and service. Now fea-
turing our free shower
package & $1600 off -
limited time! Financing

Vivint. Smart secu-
rity. Professionally
installed. One con-
nected system for
total peace of mind.
Free professional in-
stallation! Four free
months of monitor-
ing! Call to custom-

1-877-539-0299

available.
1306

1-855-417-

ize your system.
1-833-841-0737

WORD SEARCH (Afrian Countries)
Find and circle all of the words that are hidden in the grid.

The remaining letters spell a secret message.
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Ol ENCAI HE I MU I WP S EUPU S
Al B MAZMOTAUABTU SMHTTO S
S AERTI RENEUBENTITNWUDASN

VALGERIA EQUATORIAL GUINEA MALAWI SIERRA LEONE
ANGOLA ERITREA MAURITANIA SOMALIA
BENIN ETHIOPIA MAURITIUS SOUTH AFRICA
BOTSWANA GABON MOROCCO SUDAN
BURKINA FASO GAMBIA MOZAMBIQUE SWAZILAND
BURUNDI GHANA NAMIBIA TANZANIA
CAMEROON IVORY COAST NIGER TOGO
CAPE VERDE KENYA REPUBLIC OF THE TUNISIA
CHAD LESOTHO CONGO UGANDA
COMOROS LIBERIA RWANDA ZAMBIA
DJIBOUTI LIBYA SENEGAL ZIMBABWE
EGYPT MADAGASCAR SEYCHELLES

Answers On Page 7
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$3.50 for 15 Words or Less - Call Today 903-885-9966

Have Your Ad Read By 20,000 People

Covers Greenville, C

Mills, C w, C Springs, Winnsboro & Emory

s 8
PETS

FREE: Dogs & Cats: FOR SALE: Sony 65” 8 week old baby kittens
Chiweenies  puppies. projection TV. $100. Call needing good homes.
1 black lab. Black Lab 903-348-5820. Healthy, weined, litter

puppies, 1 Great Dane,
1 Pit Bull. These are all
free to a good home.
Please call 903-431-
4398.

FREE: grown cats. Call

FOR SALE: 4 tires &
wheels. 285/50R20.
Vogue White Walls. 903-
348-4949.

FOR SALE: 2 burial plots

at Restlawn Cemetery.
Priced $1,200 each. Call
903-348-5820.

903-496-2604. Wolfe
City, Texas.

FOR SALE: 4 Michelin

Tires. 255/55R20. $100. FOR SALE: 3 round

Call 903-348-5820. bathroom sinks $25
each.

Call 903-348-
FOR SALE: New Ceram- 5820.
ic tile all sizes, also all -
sizes borders and trims, Attention oxygen ther-
pebbles and stones. 1/2 apy users! Inogen One
Off Retular Price. Call G4 is capable of full 24/7

903-348-5820. oxygen delivery. Only

2.8 pounds. Free info kit.
DONATIONS NEEDED | call 877-929-9587
Bright Star Christian Academy

Band is asking for donations of
playable USED band
instruments. For information
call 832-444-8834 and ask for
Richard. Many Thanks!!!

Call 9038859966

To Place Your Classified Ad!

Prepare for power 4 CoNERAC

outages today

WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

FREE |

7Year Extended
Warranty*

A $695 Value!

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
(866) 643-0438

| e
-

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a fulllst of terms and conditions.

: I R0 o S
— . &,
. Call today and receive a ~“lg,,

|
—— FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
= PLUS $1600 OFF

SAFE&%STEI?

WALK-IN TUB

1-855-517-1892

With purchase ofla new Safe Step Walk-InTub. Not applicable with any previous
walk-in tub purchasg. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present
offer at time of purchase. CSLB|1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445

= 4}“"

box trained. “FREE”
214-226-9981, Farmer-
sville/Merit area.

FOR SALE: CzZ 223
Rifle, 99% condition.
3 pt 9x40 Buckmaster
Nikon Scope. $600.
Call 903-732-9159.

Dental insurance - Phy-
sicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Covers
350 procedures. Real
insurance - not a dis-
count plan. Get your
free dental info Kkit!
1-855-526-1060 www.
dental50plus.com/ads
#6258
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Employment Yard Sale

EMPLOYMENT: House
leveling. Mobile home
releveling, foundation
repair. Call 903-456-
6927.

Miscellaneous

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter,
the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule
free LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire
Purchase. 10% Senior
& Military Discounts.
Call 1-833-610-1936

AT&T Internet. Start-

ing at $40/month w/12-
mo agmt. 1 TB of data/
mo. Ask how to bundle
& SAVE! Geo & svc re-
strictions apply. 1-855-
364-3948

Attention oxygen ther-
apy users! Inogen One
G4 is capable of full
24/7 oxygen delivery.
Only 2.8 pounds. Free
info kit. Call 877-929-
9587

Prepare for power out-
ages today with a GEN-
ERAC home standby
generator $0 Down +
Low Monthly Pmt Re-
quest a free Quote. Call
before the next power
outage: 1-855-948-6176

IT'S TIME T0 STOCK =
YOUR POND!!
Delivery Will Be ‘
FRIDAY, October 14

EMORY 2:45-3:30

@ Potts Feed Store
GREENVILLE 4:15-5:00
@ NE TX Farmers Co-op
SATURDAY, October 22

QUITMAN 8:45-9:30
@ Potts Feed Store
SULPHUR SPRINGS 10:15-11:00
@ NE TX Farmers Co-op

“LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK!!!
FISH WAGON

To Place An Order Call Toll Free
1-800-643-8439

www.fishwagon.com

FOR SALE:
OAK FINISH
2 end tables,

coffee table, sofa table

%150
903-348-5820

YARD SALE: Friday
& Saturday, 1625 CR
1785, Yantis, TX., (Birch
Creek on Lake Fork).
Outdoor furniture, ceil-
ing fans, beach chairs,
housewares, miscella-
neous items too many
to list.

HughesNet - Finally,
super-fast internet no
matter where you live.
25 Mbps just $59.99/
mo! Unlimited Data is

Paying top cash for
men’s sportwatches!
Rolex, Breitling, Ome-
ga, Patek Philippe,
Heuer, Daytona, GMT,
Submariner and
Speedmaster. Call 833-
603-3236

Put on your TV Ears &
hear TV w/unmatched
clarity. TV Ears Origi-
nal - originally $129.95
- now wi/this special
offer only $59.95 w/

code MCB59! 1-888-
805-0840

/%

BB Boatman

Here. Stream Video.
Bundle TV & Internet.
Free Installation. Call
866-499-0141

Become a published

author. We want to read [ | ] |

your book! Dorrance || ] Garage
Publishing trusted Doors
since 1920. Consulta- Sales ¢ Service
tion, production, pro- Installation
motion & distribution. Doors ¢ Electric Door
Call for free author’s 0

guide 1-877-729-4998 peners

903-438-1970
903-348-6170

or visit dorranceinfo.
com/ads

Clyde W Cosper

Texas State
Veterans Home

New Competitive
Shift Differences

NOW HIRING

RN Staff Development - Day Shift
RN Supervisor
Speech Therapist SLP

Apply online at:
hmrveteranservices.com

EEO
1300 Seven Oaks Rd.,Bonham, TX 75418
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GOBER Post Frame Buildings

T \ d Shops, Garages, Houses, Agriculture, Commercial
Millenni opper.com 1-405-595-0770
FREE weekly shopper published on Wednesdays reaching over 15,000
readers in Hunt, Hopkins, Rains, Franklin, and Wood Counties. — With 4" Concrete
Racks in Sulphur Springs, Greenville, Commerce, Lone Oak, Emory, 30’X40’X 1 0’ - $20 ,400 Fully Insulated, ’
l(’zu‘intla\l’lt;igla::ltazgg {V:IE:: ?ﬁ?ﬂksor:f{tgﬂ‘& (153}1312:24 i'lllfé ey R 30'x40'x12" $2 2 60 0 1 Commercial Overhead

oini i ville. )

: g b XaUXlZ - ’ 1EntryD
y Door, #1 29 Ga.

30'x50'x10’ - $24 600 40yr. Painted Metal,

Built on Your Level Site,

30'x50'x12’ - $26 700 Additional Sizes Available

Mileage or Higher Concrete

Protect Your Home And Property!!l  Prices May Apply -
Make Sure Your Contractor is Following The Law. u - e rVI c e

Ask For General Liability and Workers Comp. Insurance

Joy Wilson, Owner
115 Jefferson, P.O. Box 1037
Sul. Spgs, Tx. 75482
903-885-9966, 903-348-3546

ads@m{llenn{umshopper.com "
www.millenniumshopper.com WWW.!IIIIIBI‘(:I)IISII‘IIGIIOII.GOm P ro p a n e
Need New Business Cards? Siand out from the crowd!! Provi d er

Come in and let us show you the new Trifecta card! It is triple
layered paper and comes with green, red, black and

s blue edges. You will love it!

R i 115 Jefferson St. e

Sulphur Springs, Tx. |Jl"||'|t||'|g 319 State HWy 24
Shop Campbell, Tx.

Where 903-454-6565

b www.GasAndSupply.com

Trailer Sevuices

We, Work, On, AU Wakes & Models

- Dumps - Air Rides
- Cattle Trailers - Equipment
* Trailers - RV’s - Campers

SUPPLIES
LAWY & CARDEN . FARM ,,., fonaaamy 41998
o SrOs FET=Oe

Fishing - Deer, Duck & Hog Hunting - Recreatlon

(I'IOOTEN’S I-IAS WHAT YOU NEEID

NEED TRAILER PARTS?
- Axles - Lights - Hitches

ALL youm TR ER e s 1-2 Day Services In Many Circumstances

I-IOOTEN’S I-IARDWARE I.I.C
1139 W. Lennon Dr. % Emory,TX 75440
www.hootensteel.net
903-473-8788

DON’T FORGET YOUR HUNTING AND FISHING LICENSE!!!!

Call or Text Like Us On

9203-989-5000 (LN
12643 Hwy. 121 - TRENTON, TX.

HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 9:00 am - 6:00 pm Sat. - 9:00 -12:00
www. thetrailerguys.com




THE MILLENNIUM SHOPPER September 28, 2022

TS

903-473-8788

VISA

hootensteel.netf

W. Lennon Dr. Emory, Tx. 75440
Mon.-Fri. 7 am - 6 pm - Sat. 7 am - 5 pm
www.hootensteel.net
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“Star Eagle 2010
GolfCar

G SEATER:

Like new, good tires, lift kit,

chrome wheels, 48 volts &
built in charger.

4,300
Call 903-348-5820

Polaris Sportsman 500
LIKE NEW!
With new tires, battery,

starter, belt and ignition.
4,500
Call 903-348-5820

Tribal Employment
& Training Program

Looking for Native American
Indians, Alaskan Natives, or Native
Hawaiians needing assistance
finding employment or vocational
training.

Must be a member of a U.S.

g Federally recognized tribe with a
supporting document from a U.S.
Federally recognized Tribe's Tribal
Rolls and Records office & reside

within our designated service

areainTX.

Workforce Innovation
and Opportunity Act
Section 166, 20 CFR
684.300(a) (1) An
Indian, as determined

by a policy of the INA
program grantee; or

(2) An Alaska Native;

or (3) A Native
Hawaiian.

Call: 1-877-717-6101 or

apply online: at www.acwia.org
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< SR B 1500]Hillcrest{DrSulphurSpringsiTx75482 http://wwwiwestoaksfuneralnome'com

—

1 Irene Theresa Smith Clayton
J‘” Irene Theresa Smith Clayton was born in Winnsboro, Texas, on July 20, 1931, to the parentage of Willie Smith and Creogia Newton
~'¢ Smith. She entered into eternal rest on September 21, 2022, at her residence surrounded by her family.

She accepted Christ at an early age and was a faithful member of the St. Luke Missionary Baptist Church as well as an honorary
member and faithful usher to all surrounding churches.

She married Sidney “Junior” Clayton on January 9, 1949. To this union 6 children were born. Two daughters, Jan Robinson and
Felecia Taylor; Four sons, Larry Clayton, Tommy Clayton, Dennis Clayton and Curtis Clayton.

Irene was a homemaker and known as “Mother” to all. She said what she meant and meant what she said!! Her love and devotion
was felt by her family and so many others. Despite her large family, Mother always made time for everyone. She always provided
support and love for her entire community, she never met a stranger.

She leaves to mourn her passing and cherish her precious memories daughter Felecia (Ken) Taylor, sons Tommy (Marilyn) Clayton,
Dennis (Demetra) Clayton all of Sulphur Springs, Texas, and Curtis (Michelle) Clayton of Tyler, Texas; 19 grandchildren; 32 great-
grandchildren; 25 great-great-grandchildren; and a host of nieces, nephews, cousins, other relatives and friends.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Willie and Creogia Smith; husband, Sidney “Junior” Clayton; daughter, Jan Robinson; son, Larry Clayton; two
sisters, Evelyn Dial and Shirley Franklin; one brother, Willie Smith Jr.; three grandchildren; and one great-great-grandchild.

A funeral service was held at Morning Chapel Missionary Baptist Church on Monday, September 26, 2022, at 1 p.m. Interment followed at St. Luke
Cemetery. Visitation was held Sunday, September 25, 2022, from 5 to 7 p.m.

Arrangements were under the direction of West Oaks Funeral Home. www.westoaksfuneralhome.com

Jim Bob Bishop

| Jim Bob Bishop, 75, of Miller Grove, Texas, went to be with the Lord on September 20, 2022, at his home in Colorado, after a
courageous battle with cancer.

| He was born in Commerce, Texas, in 1947, and grew up in Miller Grove, Texas. He was the son of Jim Bone Bishop and Jennie
Maud Bishop, who preceded him in death. He was a 1965 graduate of Miller Grove High School. He was a proud veteran and served
in the National Guard. During his career, he was a builder and a truck driver. One of his greatest talents was the ability to build or
fix anything.

He spent many years of his adult life on the family farm in Miller Grove. Ultimately, he found his love for Colorado during his
.| travels on vacations and as a truck driver. He found the perfect spot in the mountains and built his retirement home. He had a love
‘ for traveling, camping, motorcycles, the snow, cutting firewood, sitting on the porch in the sunshine and fixing things that no one
else would bother with. His greatest love was for the Lord, and the family and friends He blessed him with.

His loving and adventurous life will be forever cherished in the lives of his family and friends. He is survived by his wife, Kathy
Bishop of Colorado; sister, Ruby Ann Ross, and brother-in-law, Norman Ross, of Miller Grove; daughter, Jana Bishop and son-in-
law Tracy Blankenship of Miller Grove; son, Casey Boyd of Colorado; daughter, Billie Jo Boyd-Lewis, and son-in-law, Jerod Lewis
of Colorado; son, Jesse Boyd, and daughter-in-law, Jocelyn Boyd of Colorado; Grandchildren, Andrew Bishop, Krystal Alsobrook,
Tamra Nowak, Hunter Lewis, Alexis Durham, Savanah Joblinske, Aubrie Schulte, Jacob Lewis, Kelsey Boyd, Elizabeth Boyd, Wyatt Boyd, Gauge Lewis,
Lydia Boyd and Izzy Boyd; Great-Grandchildren, Rylan Alsobrook, Raegan Alsobrook, Aylee Boyd, William Durham, Leif Boyd, Weston Schulte, Blayne
Nowak, Jeremiah Joblinske, Kamryn Boyd and Waylon Durham; and a host of nieces, nephews, cousins and friends.

Graveside services will be held at the Miller Grove Cemetery on a date to be announced.

Frances “Fran” Rowena Watkins Beers

Frances “Fran” Rowena Watkins was born at home in Venango, Nebraska, to Ross and Lillie Watkins. She is survived by her be-
loved husband of seventy years, Bernie Beers; son, Brad Beers (his wife, Kylene Neal); daughter, Ellie Beers Moore (her husband
Mark); her grandchildren, who she always said were grand — Meredith Beers, Baker Beers, and John Moore; her sister, BJ Weath-
erby and BJ’s husband Verne Nielson; five nephews; three nieces; and numerous great-nieces and great-nephews. She is preceded
in death by her parents; and her older siblings, Martha Jeanne and Barbara, Bill, and their spouses. She is also reuniting with her
children, Bentley Beers and Shari Beers; two nephews; and multiple cousins.

She grew up in Grant, Nebraska. She and Bernie met in Grant at the Juke Box Cafe, which Fran’s parents owned. They were mar-
ried on May 17, 1952, shortly after Fran graduated from high school. In 1981, Fran graduated from East Texas State University
(now Texas A&M — Commerce) with a Bachelor of Science degree with a major in business education. Fran wrote once that she
enjoyed attending summer college classes with her daughters Ellie and Shari. She was devoted to her children and grandchildren —
saving almost every letter and email they ever sent her — and loved time with family. Fran, Bernie, and their four children moved to
Sulphur Springs, Texas, in 1967. While Fran’s first job was always raising her children, she also found time to work at her church,
First United Methodist Church (FUMC), for many years.

For the past three and a half years, Fran was a resident at Wesley Oaks Memory Care. The family is grateful to the staff for their devoted and thoughtful care
of her, along with her Hospice team. Fran’s wonderful life, which began August 19, 1934, and ended September 21, 2022, will be celebrated at First United
Methodist Church on Saturday, October 22, 2022, at 3 p.m., with a reception immediately following. The family asks that in lieu of flowers, contributions
be made in Fran’s name to FUMC or to the Hopkins County Museum and Heritage Park.




Miscellaneous

Aloe Care Health med-
ical alert system. Most
advanced medical
alert product on the
market. Voice-activat-
ed! No wi-fi needed!
Special offer w/code
CARE20 for $20 off
Mobile  Companion.
1-855-341-5862

DISH TV $64.99 For
190 Channels + $14.95
High Speed Inter-
net. Free |Installa-
tion, Smart HD DVR
Included, Free Voice
Remote. Some restric-
tions apply. Promo
Expires 1/21/23. 1-866-
479-1516

Protect your home
from pests safely and
affordably. Pest, ro-
dent, termite and mos-
quito control. Call for
a quote or inspection
today 844-394-9278
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Discount air travel. Call
Flight Services for best
pricing on domestic &
international flights
inside & from the US.
Serving United, Delta,
American & Southwest
& many more. Free
quote! Have travel
dates ready! 844-951-
2014

Millenni

oppe.com
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Hidden Countries: CENTRAL AFRICA REPUBLIC, GUINEA, GUINEA-
BISSAU, MALI, NIGERIA, SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE, SOUTH SUDAN

Forest

Amariean Actor!

Forest Steven Whitaker was born on July 15, 1961, in Longview, Texas, the son of Laura
Francis, a special education teacher who put herself through college and earned two master's
degrees while raising her children, and Forest E. Whitaker Jr., an insurance salesman. A
DNA test has shown that his mother had Akan ancestry, while his father was of Igbo descent.
When Whitaker was in elementary school, his family moved to Carson, California. He has
two younger brothers and an older sister. His first role as an actor was the lead in Dylan
Thomas's play Under Milk Wood.

Forest Steven Whitaker (born July 15, 1961) is an American actor. He is the recipient of
various accolades, including an Academy Award, a Golden Globe Award, a British Academy
Film Award, and two Screen Actors Guild Awards.

After making his film debut in Fast Times at Ridgemont High (1982), Whitaker went on to
earn a reputation for intensive character study work for films, such as Platoon (1986), Good
Morning, Vietnam (1987), Bird (1988), The Crying Game (1992), Phenomenon (1996),
Ghost Dog: The Way of the Samurai (1999), The Great Debaters (2007), The Butler (2013),
Arrival (2016), and Respect (2021). He has also appeared in blockbusters, such as Panic
Room (2002), Rogue One: A Star Wars Story (2016) as Saw Gerrera, and Black Panther
(2018) as Zuri. For his portrayal of Ugandan dictator Idi Amin in the British historical drama
film The Last King of Scotland (2006), Whitaker won the Academy Award for Best Actor.
Whitaker made his directorial debut with the television film Strapped (1993), and directed
the films Waiting to Exhale (1995), Hope Floats (1998), and First Daughter (2004). Since
2019, he has starred as Bumpy Johnson in the Epix crime drama series Godfather of Harlem
Apart from his acting career, Whitaker is also known for his humanitarian work and activism.
In 2011, he was inducted as a UNESCO Goodwill Ambassador, later receiving a promotion
to Special Envoy for Peace and Reconciliation, and serves as the CEO of Whitaker Peace
and Development Initiative (WPDI), a non-profit outreach program.

In 1996, Whitaker married actress Keisha Nash, whom he met on the set of Blown Away.
They have four children: two daughters together (Sonnet and True), and his son (Ocean
Alexander) and her daughter (Autumn) from their previous relationships. In December 2018,
Whitaker filed for divorce from Nash, citing irreconcilable differences.

Whitaker studies yoga, has a black belt in kenpo and is a vegetarian. He also trains in
eskrima, originally under Dan Inosanto and currently with Joe Jackson. In 2021, it was
announced that he had joined NBA Africa as a minority owner and strategic investor.
Whitaker's left eye ptosis has been called "intriguing" by the critic Susan Wloszczyna, with
the writer Stephanie Zacharek maintaining that it gives him "a sleepy, contemplative look".
Whitaker has explained that the condition is hereditary and that he has considered having
surgery to correct it, not for cosmetic reasons but because it affects his vision.

His ancestry has been traced to Nkwerre in Imo State of Nigeria, where he was made an
honorary titled chief on April 5, 2009.

Over the past decade, Whitaker has spent much of his time dedicated to humanitarian work.
These pursuits were partially motivated by a core lesson his mother taught him: “You don’t
have to believe what I believe, but you have to believe in something,” which Whitaker has
discussed giving structure to much of his life.

He founded the Whitaker Peace & Development Initiative, a non-governmental
organization, in 2012. WPDI implements peace-building programs in conflict affected
communities throughout the world, which are focused on training youths in conflict
resolution and developing businesses in areas of conflict. WPDI's programs are currently
operating throughout Africa, Mexico, and the United States.

Whitaker was inducted as a UNESCO Goodwill Ambassador for Peace and Reconciliation.
As Goodwill Ambassador, Whitaker worked with UNESCO to support and develop
initiatives that empower youths and keep them from entering or remaining in cycles of
violence. At the induction ceremony, U.S. Ambassador to UNESCO David Killion described
Whitaker as a "perfect choice as a Goodwill Ambassador... he has exemplified compassion in
every area of his life, with humility and grace. He does this because it's the right thing to do."
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