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By Lorraine Gabbert
Senior Staff Writer

O
n Nov. 8, Santa Clara County
will elect a new sheriff for the
first time in more than twen‐

ty years. 
Candidates Kevin Jensen and Bob

Jonsen, who debated at an Almaden
Valley Community Association
forum Sept. 12, spent their careers
in law enforcement. Jensen served
as captain for the Santa Clara Coun‐
ty Sheriff’s Office and worked as
assistant chief in the Department of
Correction. Jonsen served as police
chief in Palo Alto and Menlo Park,

after working with the Los Angeles
County Sheriff’s Department. 

The incoming sheriff faces an
uphill battle to restore public con‐
fidence in an office involved in
alleged corruption and bribery.
Sheriff Laurie Smith faces trial by a
civil grand jury for several charges
of misconduct and perjury.

In the June 7 primary, Jensen
received 30.48% of the vote with Jon‐
sen capturing 31.98%. According to
Voter’s Edge, Jensen strives to trans‐
form the culture of the Sheriff's
Office to excel in public safety and

See CANDIDATES, page 7

SC County
strengthens
fire prevention
efforts

C
ontinuing to bolster fire pre‐
vention and mitigation ef‐
forts, the Santa Clara Coun‐

ty Board of Supervisors is direct‐
ing County staff to identify fund‐
ing necessary to:

• Develop and implement an
aerial fire detection using drones; 

• Upgrade training for the Coun‐
ty’s Central Fire District person‐
nel; and,

• Pursue opportunities to step
up “fuel reduction” efforts in the
County.

In supporting these efforts,
County Supervisor Joe Simitian
said, “Our folks at the Fire District
are working under challenging
and stressful circumstances. If we
can bolster their efforts with
resources like a drone to increase
the department’s ability to detect
and identify complex fires,
upgrade our wildland engine driv‐
er training and add additional
Fuels Crew team members, that’s
all to the good — for our fire‐
fighters and for the safety of our
community.”

In April 2022, at Simitian’s
request, the Board directed Coun‐
ty’s Central Fire Protection Dis‐
trict to expand its Pre‐Fire Man‐
agement and Wildfire Resilience
program, including the addition
of a dedicated crew, called a Fuels
Crew, to clear brush and vegeta‐
tion along evacuation routes and

See FIRES, page 8

Santa Clara County Sheriff candidates face off

(L to R): Retired Santa Clara County Sheriff's Capt. Kevin Jensen and Palo Alto's
police chief Bob Jonsen are vying to be Santa Clara County’s next sheriff. 

After more than
1400 miles, Steve
Dini returns 
Tickets go on sale
October 10th

By Jane Johnson
Special to the Times

Photos by Andrew Stein
It took 1457 miles of solo driv‐

ing to reach his destination. 
Steve Dini, former Pioneer High

School drama teacher, set out
from his new home in Prosper,
Texas at the end of August with
passions as his purpose. His aim?
Return to Pioneer High School in
San Jose out of the goodness of
his heart, giving back to his com‐
munity once more to direct and
star in “The Music Man!”  

Two years ago, The Glue Fac‐
tory, Pioneer’s Drama Depart‐
ment fundraising arm, had
planned a yearly musical. We all
know what two years ago brought,
though. While the world flipped
upside down through the pan‐
demic, the fundraising was placed
on the back‐burner, along with
practically everything else in the
world.  

But you can’t keep a good man,
or musical for that matter, down.
When the coast was clear so to
speak, it was time to unveil a musi‐
cal to match the mood.  “The Music
Man” was unveiled as the choice,
and Dini, who had moved away
in the midst of a pandemic, made
plans to return to both direct and
star in the production.

“The Music Man” is a valentine
to America, an America that no
longer exists. It’s 1910’s America
with characters who are based on
real people with real problems the
playwrights (Meredith Willson &
Franklin Lacey) wrote about.  We
laugh with them, not at them,
because of this.  It’s “Small Town
America” ‐ where everyone knows
everyone, and in the end, every‐
one cares about each other, too.  

“It felt like the perfect selection
to come out of the pandemic,”
reflected Dini. “Where the pan‐
demic was everyone six feet apart
wearing a mask, ‘The Music Man’
was small town America, every‐
body’s together, everybody knows
everybody and they love each
other. It’s red white and blue, it’s
trombones, it’s America as apple
pie.  It says here’s America at its
best.”

See MUSIC MAN, page 18

Pioneer High School presents: The Music Man

Emerson Hill performing in Pioneer High School’s production of “The Music Man.”
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Emergency treatment 
for opioid overdose

T
he Santa Clara County Board of
Supervisors voted September
19 to allocate $135,000 in State

funds toward the distribution of Nar‐
can, an emergency treatment that can
quickly reverse an opioid overdose.

The Narcan distribution effort tar‐
gets local high schools.

“I join Supervisor Chavez in her
sense of urgency,” said County Super‐
visor Joe Simitian, who serves as Chair
of the County’s Health and Hospital
Committee. “We have young people
who are affected by this crisis.”

As a former school board member,
Simitian expressed concern that some
schools have been hesitant to make
Narcan kits accessible on school cam‐
puses. 

‘Problem is pretty pervasive’
“When you say, ‘wouldn’t you like

to have this resource available?’ The
reaction is, ‘well we don't have a prob‐
lem’,” Simitian said. “And maybe some
places don't, but frankly I'm inclined
to think that the problem is pretty
pervasive.”

Fentanyl crisis
In response to the concerns raised

by Simitian and Chavez, the Behavioral
Health Department is working with
various County departments and com‐

munity partners to address the grow‐
ing fentanyl crisis through education
and outreach, in addition to identify‐
ing opportunities to expand the avail‐
ability of Narcan kits and fentanyl test
strips.

Opioid Prevention Project
Through the Santa Clara County Opi‐

oid Overdose Prevention Project
(SCCOOPP), the Behavioral Health
Department has worked with com‐
munity partners since 2015 to help
reduce opioid overdose and deaths in
Santa Clara County. Over the last five
years, this effort has resulted in the
distribution of more than 10,000 Nar‐
can kits to law enforcement agencies,
first responders, the courts, County
contract agencies, businesses, com‐
munity‐based organizations that serve
the unhoused population, schools, and
higher education institutions. 

The County expects several million
dollars in funding from opioid law‐
suits to provide additional funding for
Narcan distribution and outreach.

Logan Mayer of
Almaden named 
to SNHU 
President’s List

L
ogan Mayer of Almaden Valley
has been named to Southern
New Hampshire University's

Summer 2022 President's List. The
summer terms run from May to
August.

Full‐time undergraduate students
who have earned a minimum grade‐
point average of 3.7 and above for the
reporting term are named to the Pres‐
ident's List. Full‐time status is achieved
by earning 12 credits over each 16‐
week term or paired 8‐week terms
grouped in fall, winter/spring, and
summer.

Southern New Hampshire Univer‐
sity (SNHU) is a private, nonprofit
institution with an 89‐year history of
educating traditional‐aged students
and working adults. NHU offers
approximately 200 accredited under‐
graduate, graduate and certificate pro‐
grams, available online and on its 300‐
acre campus in Manchester, NH. Rec‐
ognized as the "Most Innovative"
regional university by U.S. News &
World Report and one of the fastest‐
growing universities in the country.
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ValleyCurrents
cur|rent (adj.) Present, topical, timely, newsworthy. (n.) Movement in a definite direction, a flow.

N O T E B O O K

By Jana Kadah
San José Spotlight

T
he debate between the San Jose mayoral candi‐
dates is more than just business versus labor.
Voters in November will decide if they want a

freshman councilmember looking to shake things up
or a longtime politician with institutional knowledge.

San Jose Councilmember Matt Mahan and Santa
Clara County Supervisor Cindy Chavez are battling it
out for the top seat at City Hall. Mahan, with one and
a half years of experience as a councilmember, is look‐
ing to use his tech executive experience to restructure
City Hall and foster greater accountability. Chavez is
a longtime politico who knows how the underpinnings
of intergovernmental agencies work to address com‐
plex projects.

At the Thursday mayoral debate hosted by San José
Spotlight, both pointed the finger at their rival’s respec‐
tive backgrounds as reasons for why they are the right
choice, and their opponent is not. The biggest issues
were homelessness and housing.

Mahan said while the county’s budget has risen in
the past few years, supervisors like Chavez failed to
utilize the money properly to address the mental health
crises and build more housing, exacerbating the region’s
homeless problem which has increased in San Jose by
11% since 2019.

“I haven’t seen that kind of urgency and focus on
scaling up solutions that get to the root causes and
give us a shot at the history of homelessness in our

lifetimes,” Mahan said. “We have people walking down
the street in downtown, scaring our residents and
you’ve been sitting with the county for 10 years now
basically making excuses for why we can’t solve it.”

Chavez responded that the councilmember’s accu‐
sations were “disingenuous” and uninformed.

“Part of the reason you haven’t known what’s hap‐
pened in the last 10 years is because you have been
in office a year and a half,” Chavez said in response. 

“You keep acting like the county’s budget just bal‐
looned on accident. Part of the reason our budget has
grown so dramatically is we saved O’Connor and St.
Louise hospitals—141 beds and two emergency rooms.
And yes, I did that.”

Restructuring City Hall
Mahan wants to set measurable goals and use data

to ensure the city is meeting those targets. One of his
main initiatives is to tie pay raises of elected officials
and city department heads to reaching those goals, and
hold them accountable if the work isn’t completed as
expected. Changing the pay of city employees is a dif‐
ficult, if not impossible task because salaries are decid‐
ed by union‐negotiated contracts and council salaries
by an independent salary‐setting commission. The city
also has its own salary‐based tier system.

He said housing and commercial construction are
moving painstakingly slow, in part because there is a
26% vacancy in the city’s planning department. To
solve the housing shortage he wants to reform the
planning and building department. Mahan also said

the city should be building all
types of homes and not focus‐
ing only on the number of
affordable housing options.

“We should be significant‐
ly overbuilding market rate
and medium income because
low income housing (which)
we desperately need (has) lim‐
ited public funds to subsidize,”
Mahan said. “The reality is
most of the more affordable
housing stock was market rate

See DEBATE, page 11

San Jose Councilmember Matt Mahan and Santa Clara County Supervisor Cindy Chavez at a candidate forum hosted
by San José Spotlight on Sept. 15, 2022. Photo by Jana Kadah.

San Jose mayoral candidates 
spar over policies, vie for top seat

San Jose Councilmember and mayoral candidates Matt Mahan and Cindy Chavez.
Photo by Jana Kadah.

Supervisors approve Narcan 
distribution for local schools
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Candidates
Continued from page 1
regain community trust. He wants to
improve issues facing inmates in jails, includ‐
ing mental health and addiction. Jonsen’s
priorities include partnering mental health
clinicians with police officers to respond to
mental health emergencies. He wants to
ensure the sheriff's department is account‐
able and create safer communities through
strategic community policing.

At the forum, Jensen said he worked his
way up through the ranks including run‐
ning patrols, detectives and internal affairs.
He said he is fighting for reform and is call‐
ing for transparency, openness and trust.

“My life’s blood, sweat and tears literally
have gone into this organization and into
this community,” he said. 

Jonsen said he brings proven leadership
and experience to the job. He said he imple‐
mented reform as chief. He wants to address
mental health conditions in jail, including
hiring additional mental health interns to
work with clinicians. 

Crime Fighting
Regarding fighting crime, Jonsen said

regional collaboration is needed, especial‐
ly for property‐related crimes like grab and
runs. He said agencies need to be unified
with strategies in place. 

Jensen said to avoid repeat offenders,
accountability and consequences are need‐
ed as well as treatment and rehabilitation.
He said vocational training is essential in cre‐
ating change.

“We can take this place to a whole new
level of trust,” he said, “and bring recidi‐
vism down.” 

Jensen said he is in favor of license plate
readers as they can help catch criminals but
protecting personal identify information is
critical. 

“I believe we can do it safely,” he said.
“But we have to protect people…and get rid
of the information when it’s no longer nec‐
essary.”

Jonson said technology can be advanta‐
geous but must have accountability. 

“Of concern to people is private informa‐
tion getting released,” he said. 

Regarding equality, Jonson said he was
engaged in police reform and put account‐
ability in place in regards to Black Lives Mat‐
ter. He said the department adopted modi‐
fied use of force protocols and expanded
accountability to their independent auditor.

“I’m proud of the work that we did in Palo
Alto,” he said. “It’s become a model for other
cities, and I think it will be a model for the
sheriff’s office.” 

Jensen said he was raised in a culturally
diverse area and taught courses in it. These
goals are personal to him and what he fights
for, he said. 

“We have to do it, not just say it,” he said. 
Jonson said multiple issues have been fac‐

ing Santa Clara County sheriff’s office for
years. He said he can change the culture,
bring back trust and integrity and move it
forward.

“It’s time for change,” he said. “They need
somebody with a fresh perspective…who
has verifiable experience.”

Jensen said law enforcement has been
there for him since he was 19 and he’s never
stopped giving back.
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Times Community Notebook

$4.3M in funding now available for Santa
Clara County small business owners 

T
hanks to the Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors, local small
business owners have a new resource available to them. More
than $4 million is being made available from the California

Rebuilding Fund, which offers low‐interest, fixed‐rate loans up to
$100,000 and free business coaching to businesses with 50 or fewer
full‐time equivalent employees.

Santa Clara County is well‐known for ingenuity and entrepre‐
neurship, but with interest rates up, and small business assistance
winding down, a lot of our small business owners are struggling to
find the funds they need to keep the doors open,” said Santa Clara
County Supervisor Joe Simitian. “This $4.3 million in funding for the
California Rebuilding Fund is a big boost for our small businesses

and the folks they employ.”
A public‐private partnership created in 2020 to help the smallest

of California’s small businesses build back from the pandemic, the
California Rebuilding Fund has distributed nearly $80 million in
funding to approximately 1,300 small businesses around the state
– with a particular focus on reaching small businesses that are unable
to access traditional bank loans. In Santa Clara County, 98 small busi‐
nesses have received $6.1 million in loans.

While the statewide fund has been nearly exhausted due to high
demand, Santa Clara County’s $4.3 million offers an additional chance
at funding for local small business owners. Funds will be available
until the closing of the California Rebuilding Fund on Nov. 30 or
when funds run out, whichever comes first.  

Small business owners can view full loan terms, see if they are
eligible, and apply at https://www.caloanfund.org. 
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Fires
Continued from page 1
roads. The addition of yet anoth‐
er Fuels Crew would allow the
District to start reducing haz‐
ardous wildland fuels, which
increases public safety by
reducing wildfire ignitions and
spread. 

The Central Fire Protection
District’s boundaries include
the West Valley cities of Cuper‐
tino, Los Gatos, Monte Sereno
and a portion of Saratoga, and
unincorporated lands in west‐
ern Santa Clara County, an area
largely contained in Simitian’s
District Five. “This is a plus for
the entire County, but particu‐
larly for the folks I represent. I
was pleased to see this proposal
from my colleagues Supervi‐
sors Lee and Chavez.”

“This proposal comes at a
time when the Bay Area has
experienced a record‐breaking
heat wave, and really put our
energy grid to the test,” said
Simitian. “That kind of heat just
aggravates the dry conditions
on the ground, increasing fire
risk day after day. We have to
keep pushing for the resources
and support that will give Coun‐
ty Fire the best possible chance
of success when fighting fires.” 

V
alley Water’s board of direc‐
tors unanimously voted to
strengthen existing rules

aimed at reducing outdoor water‐
ing.

The Board amended the exist‐
ing outdoor watering ordinance
to allow Valley Water to enforce
the State of California’s ban against
watering decorative lawns on
commercial, industrial and insti‐
tutional properties Sept 13. 

Valley Water also streamlined
its coordination with water retail‐
ers to speed up the time it takes
to address water waste cases in
Santa Clara County and avoid
duplication of enforcement pro‐
cesses.

“The Valley Water Board of
Directors will consider every
option available to help protect
our county’s water supply,” Val‐
ley Water Chair Pro Tem John L.
Varela said. “We must all work
together so we can protect our
current and future water supply.”

The updated outdoor water‑
ing ordinance goes into effect
immediately. The following
restrictions previously ap‑

proved by the Board of Direc‑
tors on April 12, 2022, remain
in place:

• Watering ornamental lawns

no more than two days a week
• Watering any outdoor land‐

scape between 9 a.m. and 6 p.m.
• Any outdoor watering that

results in runoff
• Watering outdoors during and

within 48 hours of rainfall
In June 2021, the Valley Water

Board of Directors established a
15% water use reduction goal for
Santa Clara County compared to
2019. After months of steady
progress, Santa Clara County
reached this goal in July, saving
16% compared to July 2019.

Santa Clara County also exceed‐
ed Gov. Gavin Newsom’s call for a
reduction of 15% compared to
2020. Santa Clara used 19% less
water in July when compared to
July 2020, well above the
statewide average of a 10% sav‐
ings.

“I’d like to thank everyone who
has taken steps to reduce their
water use during this drought and
encourage you to keep up the great
work” Chair Pro Tem Varela said.
“We don’t know how much rain
and snow this winter will bring
us. We must continue to reduce our
water use, especially if this
drought carries into 2023. We owe
it to our kids, family and commu‐
nity not to waste water.

Amended water ordinance to include ban on watering
of commercial, industrial and institutional lawns
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Times In Memory

IN MEMORY

Stanley 
M. Bellow
April 24, 1924 - Sept. 7, 2022

S
tanley M. Bellow, 98, passed away on
September 7, 2022 at his home in the
Villages Golf and Country Club, San Jose,

CA. His passing was peaceful and of natural
causes. He was surrounded by family and
friends.

Stan  was a fifth generation San Jose native.
He served in the Marine Corps in WWII as a
Sergeant, enlisting at 17 years old. He was
a music major at San Jose State. Stan was hired
by Richmond‐Chase Cannery Company as
weigh master and retired after more than
40 years.

Stan’s last job was as account manager at
Geiger Bros., an advertising specialty com‐
pany and was named “Salesman of the Year”
numerous times. He served in the Vestry as
Senior Warden at Trinity Cathedral in San
Jose for 8 years and donated funds to acquire
a bell for the bell tower.

Stan was known to be an avid swimmer
and swam laps daily to stay in shape. He was
also a music lover, supporting Symphony
San Jose through donations and annual mem‐
berships since 1955. Stan loved playing the
piano, especially music by composers
Debussy and Rachmaninoff.

If you knew Stan, you knew you were loved.
His life will be forever cherished by his fam‐
ily and friends. He is survived by his beloved
Kay Pexton, his son William Bellou and
daughter‐in‐law Sandy Bellou; his daughter
Nancy Smith and son‐in‐law Paul Smith;
grandchildren Tami Ozubko and her hus‐
band Ryan Ozubko; Kimberly Escobedo,
Brandon Klitz, Jason Smith, Jennifer Kohler
and her husband Jeffery Kohler; great grand‐
children Zachary Ozubko, Nathan Ozubko,
Alina Kyle Smith, Wesley Kohler, Harrison
Kohler, Danielle Escobedo and, proudly serv‐
ing in the Marine Corps, PFC Michael Escobe‐
do. He also leaves behind numerous extend‐
ed family and a wealth of friends.

A private memorial service will take place
in October at Oak Hill Memorial Park.

Stan was a generous man until the end. In
lieu of flowers, donations may be made to
Symphony San Jose or the Marine Memori‐
al Club.

Stan  was a fifth 
generation San Jose
native. He served in
the Marine Corps in
WWII as a Sergeant,
enlisting at 17 
years old. 

S
everal thousand people turned out for
the 14th annual Hot San Jose Nights 2022
at Reid‐Hillview Airport Sept. 3.

Hot San Jose nights is the region’s huge fam‐
ily fun classic car show and airplane show.  

The annual event brings together static air‐
plane displays with an incredible array of
classic cars from vintage custom hot rods,
muscle cars, sleek sports cars, survivors, new
special interest cars as well as military tanks
for a fun day in the sun! Thousands of event
goers listened to live music at the fun all day
event.  

The very talented Lauren Halliwell sang a
very beautiful and emotional rendition of the
National Anthem while the Civil Air Patrol
presented the Color Guard.  

Baylands RC Group dazzled the crowd with
a radio control prop airplane show with jets
and a helicopter commentary.  

The fabulous Eagles tribute band, Lyin’ I’s
entertained everyone for several hours.

Don’t miss out on next year’s 15th annual
Hot Summer Nights at Reid‐Hillview airport.
The price is free!

Several thousand attend Hot San Jose Nights 2022 

Color guard processional
REACH helicopter team



Debate
Continued from page 4
housing built a long time ago that got old.”

Chavez said she has the know‐how to get the
county and city to work together to solve the
city’s biggest woes. During her time on the city
council the city permitted 7,000 homes  in
downtown through state tax funds and rezoned
lands to encourage development where there
was none. As a county supervisor, she worked
with VTA to get 200 acres of transit agency
land to be used for housing or safe parking
sites.

“We need to look at the funding we have
available and be as strategic as we can now,”
Chavez said. “We need a public‐private part‐
nership to get the backlog filled for the (plan‐
ning and building) department.”

Chavez’s campaign has also focused on pub‐
lic safety and staffing up the San Jose Police
Department which has suffered from vacancies
in recent years. She said the city needs to look
at SJPD overtime and allocate that money
toward recruiting officers who represent the
community—particularly more women offi‐
cers.

Mahan said the problem with SJPD is retain‐
ing officers and ensuring the city has enough
money to be competitive with pay.

Transparency and accountability 
The debate also focused on political action

committee (PAC) spending on candidates and
how they will not be beholden to special inter‐
ests; and if they will be transparent and pub‐
lic with media. During the primaries, this news
organization asked mayoral candidates if they
would commit to not deleting emails for at least
two years, not using a private email to conduct
public business and if they do, to copy a gov‐
ernment server.

Before the debate, Chavez was the only one
who had not made the commitment, but when
asked on Thursday, she said yes.

San José Spotlight and the First Amendment
Coalition are suing the city and Mayor Sam Lic‐
cardo for improperly withholding emails, in an
effort to change how government conducts pub‐
lic business.

During the primaries, Chavez received more
than $1 million in PAC spending from groups
like the South Bay Labor Council, the San
Francisco 49ers and the San Jose Police Offi‐
cers’ Association. In comparison, Mahan
received nearly $300,000 from the Common
Good Silicon Valley PAC that was supported
by Mayor Sam Liccardo—who personally
helped fundraise for him.

Chavez said she has a proven track record
of “doing the right thing,” regardless of who helps
fund her campaign, and PAC funding won’t
sway her.

Mahan said the PAC money to Chavez does‐
n’t bode well, and that he would much rather
have the support of an outgoing mayor, who
will not have much power after this year,
rather than special interest groups with deep
pockets.

Residents will have the opportunity to make
their voices heard on November 8.
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AlmadenValleyRealEstate.com

DRE:  01355719
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SHAWN ANSARI
& SAHAR BINESH

(408) 529-4574
shawn.ansari@compass.com

(408) 348-9197
sahar.binesh@compass.com

DEE RAMIREZ
Realtor Lic. #00683945

(408) 440-7617
Dee@DeeRamirez.com
www.DeeRamirez.com

Times Feature

Your Realtor
Ad Here: 
Just $89!

Call now to place your ad 
by phone: (408) 494-7000

ASK THE DMV
The California DMV offers
specialized options for
seniors over 70 years’ old
Temporary renewal option
expires at the end of this year

T
he Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV)
wants to help you maintain your driving
independence for as long as you can drive

safely. 
The DMV offers resources to help you take

care of your DMV tasks from the comfort of your

home or at your local field office. 
California drivers, aged 70 years or older,

have until the end of 2022 to take advantage
of a temporary rule that offers driver’s license
or identification (ID) card renewal online or by
mail, even if a renewal notice states that the
driver is required to visit a DMV field office. If
you still need to apply for your REAL ID for
the first time you will still need to visit a DMV
field office to complete the application
process. 

You can shorten your in‐person visit at the
DMV by starting the REAL ID application
online and uploading the required documents
before making an appointment at a field office. 

Q1: Are there other alternatives for DMV
services besides online or in‑person? 

A1: The DMV continues to develop inno‐
vative approaches to streamline processes
and limit the time customers spend in field
offices by offering many services online that
used to require an office visit. In many
instances, the customer starts the process
online and then is contacted later by a DMV
representative through email to complete
the transaction. The DMV also increased the
number of items that can be taken care of at
a kiosk as well as increased kiosk language
options. 

Q2: I am 70 years old and need to renew
my license, but do not feel safe coming to
a DMV office. What can I do? 

A2: Until the end of 2022, eligible senior
drivers and REAL ID cardholders can renew

noncommercial driver’s license and ID cards
at dmv.ca.gov/online or by mail, even if your
renewal notice states a visit to a DMV office
is required.  

Q3: Once I receive my renewal notice
in the mail, how long should I wait to
renew my driver’s license or ID card? 

A3: If you choose to take advantage of the
DMV’s online services to renew, you should
try to do so upon receiving your renewal
notice in the mail. Keep in mind that driver’s
licenses and ID cards generally arrive in the
mail within two to four weeks following
renewal. 

For more information or answers to ques‐
tions not listed here, one can  visit
www.dmv.ca.gov.
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OP-ED
When will Cindy
Chavez tell the truth?
By Ann Ravel and Michelle Glogovac

These are ominous times in America for
those who have lost their fundamental right
to make decisions about their own body in
many states—although thankfully not here
in California where our rights will remain
protected—and because of the threats to our
democracy.

In these serious times, we need our lead‐
ers to take our issues seriously, and to fight
for our rights and on behalf of the public, and
not just their own political careers.

Sadly, Santa Clara County Supervisor Cindy
Chavez has been putting her political self‐
interest above our vital cause and above the
urgent importance of truth in political dis‐
course to protect our democracy.

Her opponent in the race for San Jose
mayor, Councilmember Matt Mahan, is 100%
pro‐choice. He is a steadfast ally. But you
would not conclude that if you have seen one
of Chavez’s many attack ads that imply Mahan
is not pro‐choice.

The ads are purposely constructed to mis‐
lead. This is always a red flag. If a candidate
needs to lie about their opponent to seek polit‐
ical victory, it is a sign their own record is
far less than stellar. In this important moment
in our country, when our movement for
reproductive freedom needs to unite all of
our allies and to focus on facts and truth, a
politician exploiting this cause for their own

gain is deeply troubling.
The irony is she is attacking Mahan for

something she does for her campaign every
day—supporting “content neutral” platforms
like Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and oth‐
ers. If you have seen the Chavez attack ad
on YouTube—or via an email or text mes‐
sage she sent you—she is using platforms
that don’t censor anti‐choice messages. When
she mails you a “hit piece” on this topic, she
will use a platform like the USPS that does
not censor this or other topics.

The whole basis of the Chavez attack—not
just on choice but on other issues—is the
fact that Mahan started a technology com‐
pany that did not censor protected political
speech. This company was meant to encour‐
age the critically needed civic engagement
of all Americans, not to censor protected
speech.

In normal times, the hypocrisy being dis‐
played by Chavez would be seen as just pol‐
itics as usual. But these are not normal times.
It is imperative that our leaders understand
they must put toxic politics aside and refuse
to diminish the importance of a cause by
exploiting it for their own purposes, and by
not spreading more falsehoods to the pub‐
lic that can undermine our political process.

We need the truth from our leaders. On
the vital topic of a woman’s right to choose,
we are still waiting for Cindy Chavez to tell
the truth.

Ann Ravel is a former commissioner and
chair of the Federal Election Commission and
CA Fair Political Practices Commission.
Michelle Glogovac is a community advocate
who volunteers with Moms Demand Action.
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By Apoorva Panidapu

L
et’s time‐travel back to kindergarten.
You and I have found 4 cute rocks dur‐
ing recess, but we have to split them

between us to take home to our
rock collections. Easy enough, we
each get two rocks–that’s only
fair!

But what if there are five rocks?
Who decides which of us gets the
extra rock and who gets the short
end of the stick (or should I say
rock)? What if I found more rocks
(because I rock) or you care more
about them? If we can’t figure this
out, we’ll need to battle it out… race you to
the swings! Last one there is a rotten egg. 

While this decision doesn’t really matter,
we all learn the concept of fair distribution
pretty early on. The same concept comes up
in one of the most important parts of the
United States government: the US House of
Representatives. In the House, there are 435
delegates that must be distributed amongst
50 states as fairly as possible, so that the cit‐
izens’ votes will be accurately represented in
the Electoral College to determine our pres‐
ident …a decision slightly more important than
sharing rocks. (I want to quickly note that the
Electoral College is a very flawed system, but
that’s beside the point for right now.)

These representatives are usually elected
to give a voice to the constituencies in cer‐
tain geographic regions. So, we ask the next
question: how do we assign representatives
to states so that it is proportional to their
respective populations? 

Wait, why do we want it to be propor‐
tional? Well, think about this. California (the
best state) has a population of over 39 mil‐
lion people, whereas Wyoming has a popu‐
lation of around 580,000 people. If Califor‐
nia and Wyoming both got one representa‐
tive, a Californian’s vote would be worth like
1/39,000,000 of a vote while a Wyomingite’s
vote would be worth about 1/580,000 of a
vote—about 70 times more! Not super fair
to us Californians.

Unfortunately, it’s impossible to perfect‐
ly distribute delegates proportionally since
that would give most states a non‐integer
number of delegates (and we can’t exactly

have .73 of a person). So, we have
to somehow decide which states
get more or less delegates than
they are mathematically entitled
to. #Favoritism?

To help us make this decision,
we have a variety of apportion‐
ment methods, which are basi‐
cally just algorithms to decide
where these extra delegates go. 

An example of one of these
methods is Dean’s Method, first
proposed by Professor James
Dean at Dartmouth College in
1832. The basis of this method
is something called the harmon‐

ic mean, which is a popular kind of
numerical average! 

Harmonic mean is one of the
three so‐called Pythagorean
means; the other two means are
the more popular arithmetic mean

and geometric mean. For example, the arith‐
metic mean of a and b is just the normal
average of them: (a+b)/2. The geometric
mean is defined to be √(ab). Fun fact, the
value of the harmonic mean is always small‐
er than the other two Pythagorean means!

Harmonic mean is calculated by taking
the reciprocal of the arithmetic mean of the
reciprocals of the given values…phew, that
was a mouthful. Let’s look at an example to
make sense of it!

Say we have two numbers: 4 and 6. The
reciprocals of the 4 and 6 are ¼ and ⅙, by
definition. Then, the arithmetic mean, which
is just the average, of ¼ and ⅙ is (¼ + ⅙)/2
= (5/12)/2 = 5/24. Finally, the reciprocal
of their arithmetic mean is 1/(5/24) = 24/5
= 4.8. So, the harmonic mean of 4 and 6 is
4.8. Weird…who even uses this?

Well, this unique numerical average
comes up in situations where we want to
find some sort of average rate. While the
harmonic mean is not as well‐known as the
other Pythagorean means, this unique
numerical average comes up in situations
that have to do with some sort of average
rate. Once again, let’s do an example!

Suppose Rainborca is biking to the ocean
from home. On her way there, she averages
4 miles per hour (mph), and on her way back,
she averages 6 mph. Because we’re nosy,
curious mathematicians, we ask her what

See GEMS, next page

Like life, distribution ain’t fair

Gems in
STEM

By Apoorva
Panidapu
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Gems
Continued
her overall average speed for the entire trip
was! At first, she makes a common mistake
and says her average speed was (4 + 6)/2
= 5 mph, applying the arithmetic mean to
this question. Unfortunately, this doesn’t
work because Rainborca didn’t travel for
the same amount of time on the two trips. 

The correct average speed can be found
using harmonic mean! From before, we
know that the harmonic mean of 4 and 6 is
4.8, so her average speed is 4.8 miles per
hour. 

How can we be sure this is true? Well, we
know the average speed/rate is equal to the
total distance over the total time, using the
common equation distance=rate*time. If
we let the distance between the ocean and
her home be d, the total distance is d+d =
2d, because she goes there and back. Since
distance=rate*time, we have that time =
distance/rate. So, the time Rainborca takes
to bike to the ocean at 4 mph is d/4 and the
time she takes to bike back home at 6 mph
is d/6, so the total time she took on her trip
is d/4 + d/6. Now, we can calculate that Rain‐
borca’s average rate = distance/time =
2d/(d/4 + d/6) = 2/(1/4 + 1/6) = 2/(5/12)
= 4.8 miles per hour, aka the harmonic mean
of 4 and 6. Voila! It’s like magic…or is it just
math? <3

The harmonic mean is also often used in
circuit analysis to find the equivalent resist‐
ance of resistors in parallel, capacitors in
series, or inductors in parallel, to name a
few examples! There are also many appli‐
cations for something called the weighted
harmonic mean, which associates corre‐
sponding weights to each value in the mean.
However, since Dean’s Apportionment
Method is only concerned with the standard
harmonic mean (where all weights are
equal), we won’t get into the details of the
weighted version.

Speaking of Dean, let’s get back to our orig‐
inal discussion of apportionment! (I guess

the conversation always somehow returns
to politics…)

Dean’s Method shares similarities with
the more popular Webster’s Method and
Hill’s Method, except Dean’s Method uses
harmonic mean as the cutoff for rounding
whereas Webster’s method uses arithmetic
mean—the conventional average—as the
cutoff point and Hill’s Method uses geo‐
metric mean.

Dean’s Method is actually rarely used
because it tends to favor small states more
than other methods. Remember our fun
fact? Let me remind you: the value of the
harmonic mean is always smaller than the
other two Pythagorean means! So, Dean’s
Method lowers the threshold needed for
small states to round up to another dele‐
gate, meaning, in the name of fairness, we
can’t use it in real life. (Turns out, the US
uses Hill’s Method to distribute delegates!)

Okay, enough talk. How do we actually
run Dean’s Apportionment Method? Well,
you better stick around, because we’ll go
through each step of the method next time!
I like to keep y’all on your toes. 

Until next time! If you have any questions
or comments, please email me at apoor‐
vapwrites@gmail.com.

As a recap: this column, Gems in STEM, is
a place to learn about various STEM topics
that I find exciting, and that I hope will excite
you too. It will always be written to be fair‑
ly accessible, so you don’t have to worry about
not having background knowledge. Howev‑
er, it does occasionally get more advanced
towards the end.

“So, how do we 
assign representatives
to states so that it is 
proportional to 
their respective 
populations?” 
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Crypto get-rich-
quick scam
moves to TikTok

By Steve McFarland
President, Better Business Bureau

Money‐flipping cons have long been pop‐
ular on Instagram and Twitter. 

But as TikTok’s popularity grows, so do
the con artists. 

The newest TikTok scam promises to
turn a few hundred dollars’ worth of cryp‐
tocurrency into thousands in no time at all. 

How this scam works
You are scrolling through TikTok when

you come across a video showing a pile of
cash. The creator says they earned the stack
of money in just a few days by investing in
cryptocurrency. You may not know much
about cryptocurrency, but this “investor”
can help you get the same kind of return
for a modest fee. Better yet, they have a
100% guarantee that they can triple your
money in less than a week.

When you contact the supposed investor,
likely through WhatsApp, Telegram, or
another messaging app, they will be polite
and professional. They will ask you to send
money – usually, a few hundred dollars to
start – through a digital wallet service like
PayPal, Zelle or Venmo. They may even ask
you to purchase the cryptocurrency your‐
self and send it to them. Then, they “invest”

your money in the stock market, where it
allegedly starts multiplying right away.

As always, the scam isn’t what it seems.
When you try to get your money back, the
scammer will claim you need to pay fees.
At first, these amounts may seem harm‐
less. Since your few hundred dollars now
turned into a few thousand, what’s the harm
in spending a couple hundred in fees, right?

Scammers try to extend this con for as
long as possible to get as much money as
they can. They may ask for fees several
times, always promising you will get much
more back than what you are spending. If
you question them, they may resort to scare
tactics, telling you that if you don’t pay,
you’ll miss out on the giant return or that
they can take legal action. Unfortunately,
any money you send will end up in the
scammer’s pockets. You won’t be getting a
return on your investment, and you won’t
be getting your initial deposit back either. 

If you've been the victim of a TikTok,
report it to BBB Scam Tracker. By report‐
ing your experience, you can help others
avoid falling for the same scam.
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Music Man
Continued from page 1

Dini inspires!
The night he appeared in person for

rehearsal, Dini launched into “Ya Got Trou‐
ble” ‐ all recited by memory in perfect tempo
with the musical track, leaving the cast so
spellbound they missed their own cue to
join the chorus.  Dini stood as a role model
of what it means to know your lines, know
your cues, and be beyond believable. The
cast actually had fallen into the spell he and
“The Music Man” were beginning to weave.
“I do that for two reasons:  1) Fear ‐ fear of
not being any good, and 2) I have to know
it because if I’m struggling, I can’t block the
show. So, it has to be locked in before I get
here.  And, I want to set a good example, I
want people to think, ‘Ok, this guy, he’s walk‐
ing the walk and talking the talk.  He’s not
mailing it in, or sleep walking or faking it.
He’s put in the time to learn it.’  I can’t rag
on someone who doesn’t know their lines if
I don’t know mine.  So that’s the philosophy.
I also listened all the way here from Texas;
more than 100 times while on the road.  I
go over it still every day in the truck listen‐
ing to the recorded tracks, you can’t let them
get away.”

Turns out “'The Music Man'” was Dini’s
first exposure to musical theater via his long‐
ago friend, Dennis Hunter, a musical come‐
dy buff who’d suggested Dini take a listen
to the album.  15‐year‐old Dini was hooked.
Back then, Robert Preston was famous the
world over, and his portrayal of Harold Hill
was a crowning achievement.  Radio sta‐
tions played songs from the musical like pop
hits crossing Xfinity or DirecTV music chan‐
nels today.  The songs were catchy and fun,
many you’d recognize today.  Fast forward
from that first listen years ago to today when
Dini could share his passion with an entire
new Glue Factory cast.

How the Glue Factory came about
One of the unique attributes of the fundrais‐

ing effort concerns the cast itself.  The Glue
Factory was begun years ago when Drama
student parents suggested an idea different
than the traditional bake sales or car wash‐
es.  Instead, parents suggested they and other
adults could perform and bring together the
community for fun and entertainment all
while supporting the program; it was a hit!
Continuing for almost 20 years (with the
hiccup in between from Covid‐19), an
enhancement was made in 2018 where a

melding of both adults and students was cre‐
ated for “Annie” and “Mamma Mia.”

“It’s a big production, definitely.  It’s real‐
ly cool seeing everyone combining togeth‐
er, students and adults from outside of high
school” Abby Del Corso, PHS Sr., who plays
“Amaryllis,” shared.  “I did tech for ‘Mamma
Mia’ and I got to sit  way in the back and
watch with my friend and sing along.  Now
it’s even more fun because I get to be on the
stage and sing along, too. It’s especially fun
to see people bond and connect while doing
this.”

A huge cast of over 100 actors
Dini marveled at the size of the cast:  64

adults and 55 kids, “It’s a huge cast and will
be fun to bring everyone together on the
stage.  The audience will have their socks
blown off by the level of the performance.”

High school senior, Emerson Hill, sum‐
marized “The show is about a narcissist who
needs to learn to value more than money.
(The show) is a good time, it will take you
away from the stress you have for daily life
for a couple of hours.  It’s very energetic, I
love the energy you get when you feel every‐
one around you getting into it and it’s just a
nice bonding experience; a sense of satis‐
faction.  Life can be very unsatisfying a lot
of the time, you don’t get the ending that you
want, you don’t get a lot of things that you
want, and I feel at the end of this musical
they (the audience) should feel, “I’ve got clo‐
sure on this, this was good.”

Parents participate
“I’m so lucky to have a part, I never expect‐

ed this, even if I was in the ensemble, I’d be

Abigail Kaufman

Dini marveled at the
size of the cast:  64
adults and 55 kids,
“It’s a huge cast and
will be fun to bring
everyone together on
the stage.  The audi‑
ence will have their
socks blown off by 
the level of the 
performance.”



ALMADEN TIMES n SEPT. 30 – OCT. 13, 2022 n PAGE 19SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 n ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COM

Please support our 
advertisers! They make the
ALMADEN TIMES possible.

ADT
Almaden Law

Almaden Senior Association
Anderson’s Windows

Atria Senior Living - Almaden
Shawn Ansari – Compass Real Estate

Guaranteed Life Insurance
Inogen

Jackie Jones – Coldwell Banker
Kindercare
Leaf Filter

Minetta San Jose International Airport
Silver Creek Academy

Joe Simitian
SOS Auto Repair

Therese Swan – Compass Real Estate
Donna Tam Real Estate

Valley Transportation Authority
Valley Water 

Times Arts

having fun, the songs are fun.  It’s a very com‐
munity‐based show and I really like that
aspect of it, that you’re always in communi‐
ty.  Most of us are there at night to support
our parents.  It’s fun to get on stage and get
to know all of the others (in the show),”
shared PHS Jr, Sofia Chichizola, who plays “Gra‐
cie Shinn”.

Dini shows love to the school
Dini has uprooted himself for two months

this end of summer/beginning of fall to con‐
tribute to the musical without pay. As much
as he loves to do this, to give back to the pro‐
gram and bring joy to the students, parents,
adults and community, it is taxing for him to
completely uproot himself leaving family and
extended family behind in Texas.  Although
still, his love for the students and program
compel him forward.  

‘I’m smart enough to know I’m not very
smart’

“All of these years it’s been ‘our program’
‐ not ‘Dini’s program’,” said Dini. “It takes
parents and adults from the community get‐
ting involved and surrounding themselves
with good people to make this happen.  I’m
smart enough to know that I’m not very smart.
I put good people around me, and then let
them do their jobs.  Sound people, technical
people, costume people, set people and musi‐
cal people.  I don’t meddle.  But the key is
you have to find someone you can trust, and
then let them do what they do best.  The
other thing is we used a lot of parents, any‐
one who volunteered got a job. So eventual‐
ly they all were part owners of the program,
no matter how small or large their contri‐
bution.”

Many fine individuals have been with Dini
over the past 20+ years, including:

Diane Zlotziver, who wears many hats for
this production, plays “Eulalie Mackecknie
Shinn.” She is the Assistant Director, overall
period setting mistress, and also assists Head
of Costuming, Kyla Blili.   

Marissa Bacon both stars in the show as
“Marian,” and also serves as Vocal/Musi‐
cal/Technical Director, assisted by student
volunteer, Andrew Stein.  Lorie Biviano
returns with her set magic once again, pro‐
ducing beautiful scenery and coordinating
props down to the minutiae.  

Jim Wolk, a licensed contractor constructs
stage set pieces handily and professionally
that are built to last.  Leslie Hanlon both por‐
trays "Ethel Toffelmier" and is Lead Chore‐
ographer.  And Sara Hanlon both acts in the
production and serves as Stage Director to

keep everyone in line.  Beyond these key peo‐
ple, there is an army of volunteers in every
capacity to make this happen.

Ashley Coleman, Pioneer Drama’s current
teacher and Drama Program Director, has
immersed herself in ensuring the fundrais‐
er is a success to the best of her ability.  Not
only has she coached her students by day and
even secured a few key roles to additional‐
ly rehearse with the adult cast at night, she
also carries a role herself.  Portraying “Edith
Dunlop,” a female take on the traditional
“Ewart Dunlop” character, Ashley is part of
the quartet.  Beyond this, she is carrying her
full cast load and about to audition and begin
rehearsals for the students’ “Arsenic and Old
Lace” production.

Don’t miss out on this once‑a‑year pro‑
duction

The Glue Factory, and their once‐a‐year
production, fills a huge void.  Without The
Glue Factory, Pioneer Drama would be chal‐
lenged to stage such fantastic productions.  

“The Pioneer Drama Department is a self‐
sustaining program. We receive no state fund‐
ing or otherwise, so productions like those
given by The Glue Factory keep the theatre
experience free for hundreds of students
every year since 1997.  As a former student,
I was a fortunate recipient of The Glue Fac‐
tory’s support.  The theatre experience given
to me under the direction of Mr. Dini is where
I found my passion.  It gives me great privi‐
lege to pay it forward and do what I can to
keep this invaluable program going from the
other side,” Mrs. Coleman shared.

How did it all start?  
Dini reflects on the early days: “Our kids

went to school here at Pioneer.  The Princi‐
pal at the time, Sal Cesario, called me up and
said, ‘Hey we really want to do a musical.  I
really think that would help pull this school
together. So come over and meet the choir guy.’
I thought, I don’t know anything about doing
musicals!  So we did “Bye Bye Birdie” with
25 people in the cast, and I paid my son $10
per night to be in the cast because we didn’t
have any boys.  And it grew from there. Then
in 1999, I got laid off from Channel 36, and I
called then Principal Ardie Heinrich, because
she’d been badgering me to be a teacher, and
asked what I’d need to do to be a teacher.  She
told me I needed to get the certification.  Lit‐
tle did I know it would be $20,000 and six
years later ‐ every summer I’d take two class‐
es. So, I got my credential in English single
subject.  And she said, ‘Ok you’re going to start

See MUSIC MAN, page 21

Alexander Wiklund and the 
troupe rehearse.
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Music Man
Continued from page 19
next Fall teaching Drama.’  And I go, well
what am I going to do? And she said, ‘there’s
no drama program here, so whatever you
want to do you do.’  So I sat down and wrote
my own curriculum:  Beginning Drama,
Advanced Drama, Film Studies, Creative Writ‐
ing, and walked into the classroom in Sep‐
tember of 1999 and had absolutely no idea
what I was doing.  And 30 years later they
are naming the stage after me!”  

Closing night honors
To honor his vast contributions to the pro‐

gram, SJUSD has deemed an appropriate ges‐
ture.  The stage dedication takes place right
after closing night’s show on Saturday, Octo‐
ber 29th.

In the end, Dini wants to be remembered
for “I don’t want good, I want great.” and
also on his dedication plaque it will say “I
think we have a hit on our hands!”  “I hope
every time they see someone throw a chair,
they think about me,” Dini said with a smile.

“The Music Man” tickets go on sale Mon‐
day, October 10th.  Visit: phsdrama.ludus.com
to order tickets online, or in person starting
at 6:00 p.m. each evening at the door.  The
show runs Wednesday through Saturday,
October 26, 27 & 28 at 7 p.m., and a special
earlier performance at 6:30 p.m. on Saturday
the 29th to accommodate the stage dedica‐
tion immediately following the performance. 

Editor’s note: The location of all perform‑
ances: Performing Arts Center, 1290 Blossom
Hill Road, San Jose.
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Symphony San
Jose presents 
the extraordinary
'la Grand Viola' 
World Class Violist Timothy
Ridout featured performer 

S
ymphony San Jose is presenting "la
Grand Viola" Saturday, Oct. 22 at 8 p.m.
and Sunday, Oct. 23, at: 2:30 p.m. at the

California Theatre, 345 South First St., San
Jose, CA.  

Symphony San Jose is celebrating its 20th
Anniversary concert season.

Musical artists with their virtuosity cre‑
ate magic on instruments

“la Grand Viola” features acclaimed solo
artists chosen for their virtuosity and their
singular magic on their instrument. From
Symphony San Jose: "With its deep, resonant
sound, the viola is known as the orchestra’s
inner voice; but its solo magic is equally
powerful. 

Featuring Europe’s foremost star Tim‑
othy Ridout

"Dazzling English violist Timothy Ridout,
one of Europe’s foremost young stars, per‐
forms two contrasting works, Williams’ Suite
for Viola and Paganini’s Sonata per la Grand
Viola."

The program:
• Samuel Coleridge‐Taylor: Ballade in A

minor
• Ralph Vaughan Williams: Suite for Viola
• Niccolò Paganini: Sonata per la Grand

Viola
• Felix Mendelssohn: Symphony No 4 Ital‐

ian
Soloist: Timothy Ridout, viola. Conductor:

Tito Muñoz.

From left: Conductor: Tito Muñoz. Soloist: Tim-
othy Ridout, viola. 

Steve Dini and Ashley Coleman during a rehearsal of “The Music Man.”
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CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418
Pastor: Rev. Naomi
Schulz
No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You
Are Welcome Here!
We are an Open and
Affirming Congregation,
and celebrate members of
the LGBTQ+ Community.
Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM, with
communion open to all.
Join Pastor Naomi for
tea/coffee at Orchard Val-
ley cafe in Campbell dur-
ing community drop-in
office hours from 11 AM
to 1 PM on most Tues-
days.
Our ministries/activities
include:
• Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednes-
day of every month, at
6PM.
• A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open Tu/
Th/ Sa 10:00 AM to
Noon.
• Lighted Window Pro-
ductions featuring uplift-
ing concerts, thought-
provoking theater produc-
tions, informative lec-

tures, and even an occa-
sional karaoke night--all in
a wholesome environ-
ment.  
Our activities flow from
our core values:
• Extravagant Joy
• Passionate Faith
• Loving Respect
• Deep Connectedness 
• Intentional Growth 
• Shared Laughter 
Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.org
or better yet, visit us at
our worship services on
Sundays at 10:00 AM.
Coffee, refreshments, and
conversation always, right
after service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, worship
and giving to our local
community. We are proud
to be UCC, Open and
Affirming (O&A) and wel-
come members of the
LGBT community. We
support local LifeMoves
(formerly InnVision) Shel-
ter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco
Night Ministry, Second

Harvest Food Bank,
Church World Service,
and Communities
Responding to End Pover-
ty.
Worship Sunday, 9:00 AM
followed by fellowship
and refreshments. 1st
Sunday in Worship: Holy
Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck
Sunday.
Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives.
We assemble each Sun-
day to encourage each
other through singing,
studying, praying and
sharing in the Lord’s sup-
per. Simple—just like
what one reads about in
the New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San
Jose near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club). Come make new
Christian friends!

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120.  The
Rev. Shelley Booth Den-
ney, Rector Phone:408-
268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church
in Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nur-
ture and grow a strong
faith community of believ-
ers, a family of all ages,
where each member feels
welcomed, loved, valued
and empowered to serve.
Children are especially
welcomed and cherished
as an important part of
God's family. All junior
high and senior high stu-
dents are welcome to
participate in our Youth
Groups. During the
school year we have joint
Sunday School with our
sister church, the Con-
gregational Church of
Almaden Valley, UCC. The
Episcopal Church in
Almaden offers the fol-
lowing regular opportuni-
ties for worship: Sunday
at 7:30AM and 10:45AM,
Holy Communion service.
Each Sunday service is
followed by a coffee hour
for friendship and conver-
sation.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsanjose.org
2486 Ruby Ave,
San Jose CA 95148. 
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum" the
English meaning is "Peace
be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who are
Muslims, and what is the
Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and way
of life. Islam began in the
7th century. People who
follow Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is the
Divine book that guides
Muslims to practice Islam. 
"Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
latak"" the English mean-
ing is " May Allah (swt)
protect you and your family".
Please visit our website to
learn more.

FIRST CHURCH 
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San
Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a
community serving the
Christ from the heart of
the City, working to know
Jesus and make Jesus
known by serving, wor-
shipping, and learning
together.  Worship servic-
es are at 10:00 AM at the
Horace Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa
Clara Streets). Worship
includes both contempo-
rary and traditional music,
a message that is relevant
to real life, based in the
Bible, and meaningful to
people of all ages and
backgrounds.  We work in
our community to provide
real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counsel-
ing, and spiritual direction.
Our children's & families'
ministries include Sunday
classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike
rides and fishing trips.
Come, Make a Difference
and feel the difference
God can make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchSJ.net
See you on Facebook
2650 ABORN ROAD at
Kettmann, across from
Evergreen Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 50 Years. John S
Goldstein, Pastor
Christian Worship every

Sunday at 11.00 am
Together let us build lives
toward excellence!
Music Institute
(408) 791-7772
After School lessons on
Piano, Violin, Viola, Flute
PreSchool, Age 2-6
years. Caring for your
child with God’s love and
affection.

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our members.
If you are looking for an
active Christian faith
community, we invite
you to experience Holy
Spirit Parish Community.
All are welcome! We are
located at 1200 Red-
mond Avenue, San Jose,
CA 95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m. Mon-
day - Friday. Our week-
end Mass schedule is
Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish
Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or
408-997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. Information
on Faith Formation for
children and adults can
be obtained by calling
our Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in
the loop with our 3sixty
High School Youth Min-
istry by calling 408-997-
5106. Holy Spirit School
serves grades Pre-K
through 8th, and is locat-
ed at 1198 Redmond
Avenue. You can reach
the school office at 408-
268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 &
11:00 AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,
intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-

nity, promoting spiritual
growth, reaching out to
people in need and
whereyou get to know
peopleby name. We
offer children's religious
education (CREATE);
Youth Ministry (BLAST
& X-STATIC); Scripture
Study (day & evening);
Senior's Group and
many other adult min-
istries as well. Saint
Anthony parish is locat-
ed in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120. Our
weekend Masses are at
4 p.m. on Saturday at
our historic church at
21800 Bertram Road in
New Almaden, CA
95042 and on Sunday at
8:30 a.m.,10:30 a.m.,
and 5:30 p.m. at the
McKean Road location.
Our Parish Office is open
Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and Tuesday thru Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and
1 - 4 p.m. For more infor-
mation, stop by the
Parish Office or call
(408) 997-4800, or visit
our website at www.
churchstanthony.com.
Fr. Larry Hendel, Pastor.

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh) means
"disciple" or "student." A
Sikh is a practitioner of the
faith founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak in
Punjab of old British India.
A Guru who is a "teacher"
or "enlightener" completes
the relationship of teach-
ing and learning.  Sikhism
is monotheistic and
stresses the equality of all
men and women. Sikhs
believe in three basic prin-
ciples; meditating on the
name of God (praying),
earning a living by honest
means and sharing the
fruits of one's labor with
others. Currently there  are
close to one million Sikhs
living in the USA and
Canada and 25 million
Sikhs living around the
world. Sikhism is the 5th
largest religion in the
world.  At the Gurdwara
(House of God) in San
Jose we welcome all. We
pray daily for peace and
prosperity for everybody
in the world.  Come to
visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365 days of
the year and serves com-
plementary vegetarian
meals.  We also encour-
age you to enter our histo-
ry room on site and walk

the beautiful grounds.
Learn more about us and
community events we
sponsor by visiting our
website; http://www. San-
JoseGurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofassisi.com
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an
inclusive diverse commu-
nity striving to serve as
Disciples of Jesus Christ
in the footsteps of St.
Francis, offering prayerful
and joyful liturgies; evan-
gelization, fellowship, and
service opportunities to
the community. We offer
spiritual opportunities for
all ages, including chil-
dren's liturgy, dynamic
E.C.H.O - Jr. High, IGNITE
- High School and North
Star -Young Adult Min-
istries, along with small
faith communities and
opportunities to help the
poor and marginalized of
San Jose. Our Preschool
is the only Catholic Pre-
school offering quality
family oriented service in
the Evergreen and Silver
Creek areas. Our Chapel,
Gathering Hall, Parish
Office, Mission Center,
Parish Gift Shop, Memori-
al Garden and Preschool
are all located at 5111
San Felipe Rd. Please
come join us to worship
at one of the following
times and locations: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday 5:00PM,
Sunday 8:30 AM, 10:30
AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese),
6:00 PM Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gath-
ering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo Mass -
Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Com-
munity (Cribari Auditori-
um) Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Come join us and share
your presence with us so
that together we may grow
and share our gifts to help
build God's Kingdom!

For Worship
listing 

ads, call
408.483-5458

The Almaden Senior Association mem‑
bers are a diverse group of enthusiastic,
active, 50+ adults who enjoy new learn‑
ing opportunities, new experiences, and
new adventures. 

Membership in the Almaden Senior Asso‑
ciation offers discounts and opportunities
to enjoy . . . 

•  exercise classes for all levels of ability;
•  lunches and other social programs

organized and run by members of the Associ‐
ation;

•  book clubs, cooking, computer and photography classes;
•  trips to local and not so local places of interest such as the Steinbeck Muse‐

um in Salinas, Whale Watching in Monterey, casino trips and more.

As a member you’re encouraged to help plan these activities and suggest new
ones to enjoy. The Senior Association Philanthropy Program set up a process to
donate funds to other non‐profit organizations that reflect our mission.

Connected
We enjoy meeting new people, making new connections and getting involved. All
volunteer opportunities are based on your time and energy commitment. Fees for
classes, trips and social events are kept low because of senior volunteer participa‐
tion and membership strength.

Stop by the main desk at the Almaden Community Center and ask for an applica‐
tion today. Yearly dues of $10 are returned to you by discounts to most of the pro‐
grams  you participate in.

Join us today, meet new people and get involved with classes and programs that
will enhance your life  and open new doors.

For more information, go to www.almadenseniors.org
Contact via email: alamadenseniors1@gmail.com
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Shoe Repair Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern Califor-
nia. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some

supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the
school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great 

combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices! 
Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 

Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:
info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

Call to place your 
ad today!  

408-494-7000

Employment

JewelryClocks

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On-
Demand On All Your Favorite Screens.
CHOICE Package, $64.99/mo plus
taxes for 12months. Premium Chan-
nels at No Charge for One Year! Any-
time, anywhere. Some restrictions
apply. W/ 24-mo. agmt TV price higher
in 2nd year. Regional Sports Fee up to
$8.49/mo. is extra & applies. Call IVS
1-408-688-5490

The bathroom of your dreams for as
little as $149/month! BCI Bath &
Shower. Many options available. Quali-
ty materials & professional installation.
Senior & Military Discounts Available.
Limited Time Offer - FREE virtual in-
home consultation now and SAVE
15%! Call Today! 1-844-988-1663

Become a Published Author. We want
to Read Your Book! Dorrance Publish-
ing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript submissions current-
ly being reviewed. Comprehensive
Services: Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution. Call for
Your Free Author`s Guide 1-866-603-
1640 or visit http://dorranceinfo.com/
evergreen

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid, pre-
pare for power outages and power
your home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down Financing Option.
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote
today. Call 1-877-920-0653

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call
855-977-5344

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED
Life Insurance! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay
funeral and other final expenses.Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company-
877-864-3769 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/almaden

The COVID crisis has cost us all
something. Many have lost jobs and
financial security. Have $10K In Debt?
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans.
Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF! We can
help! Get a FREE debt relief quote: Call
1-650-383-1785

Employment

Publishing

TimesClassifieds

Cost Estimator
Prepare cost estimates for construction projects. 

Master's in civil engineering. 
JKL Construction Services, Inc. 

751 S. Bascom Ave, San Jose, CA 95128

Lead Database Administrator
Sify Technologies North America Corporation seeks Lead Database
Administrator in Santa Clara, CA and Philadelphia, PA. Partner with
architects of different engineering/application teams to engineer com‐
plex technical product in order to provide business solutions to various
business divisions as a part of DBA Engineering project activities. Imple‐
ment and administer Oracle streams for live reporting server, database
consolidation, zero downtime migration. Travel lo unanticipated client
sites within the US. May need to relocate. Work from home is an option.
Send resume to: katta.reddy@sifycorp.com

Notices
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