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Clean-up - On Saturday, September 24, Worcester 
Preparatory School (WPS) students and volunteers helped 
clean areas of Assateague Island National Seashore. 

Reed and Vivi Grinestaff are ready to take on the sun with 
classmate Isabella Rice during the beach clean. 
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Friday & Saturday 

10:30-5 

Sunday 10:30-3:30

GM reports on bridge, drainage, Racquet Sports, Marina and more
General Manager John Viola dis-

cussed the North Gate Bridge, 
drainage, Racquet Sports, the Marina, 
and more during his monthly report to 
the Board of Directors at their recent 
meeting on September 24.   

Viola said he’s received “a lot of 
positive feedback” on recent improve-
ments to the North Gate Bridge. Those 
include new lights, the removal of old 
lights and light poles, aesthetic re-
pairs, and power washing.  

He said the total cost for the im-
provements was $46,390.65.   

“We are looking at other things as 
far as how we can spruce up that 
bridge,” Viola said. “I’m working with 
the Garden Club, as well as some work 
groups [and] individuals who have 
some ideas.”   

Viola asked homeowners to send 
additional ideas and feedback through 
the info@oceanpines.org email.  

The Board approved new paving 
work and previously approved road 
striping in July. Both are expected to 
start soon, Viola said.   

Paving will include three total 
miles of road on Barnacle Court, 

Beach Court, Birdnest Drive, Fosse 
Grange, Garrett Drive, Ivanhoe Court, 
Liberty Bell Court, Little John Court, 
Moonshell Drive, Rabbit Run Lane, 
Surfers Way, Watergreen Lane and 
Willow Way.  

The Association started using a 
new process to repair drainage pipes 
last year, and Viola said he’s now dou-
bling those efforts, with more than 
$400,000 in improvements in 
progress.   

New cured-in-place pipe (CIPP) 
liners being used are said to give pipes 
a 100-year life expectancy. The instal-
lation involves running a resin lining 
into a pre-existing pipe that, once the 
resin cures, will form a tight-fitting, 
jointless and corrosion-resistant lining 
to the pipe.  

“This is a proven process. We did it 
last year [and] we were very success-
ful, so we doubled it this year,” Viola 
said.   

He added the price of the CIPP lin-
ers was far less expensive than previ-
ous estimates using other materials, 
“And we didn’t have to dig up the 
roads.”  

Work started in August on 
Juneway Lane, Seagrave Lane, Can-
non Drive, Southwind Court, Draw-
bridge Road and Ocean Parkway. 
Phase two of the work will include 
Mumfords Landing Road, Fairway 
Lane, Whisper Court, Newport Drive 
and Beaumont Court.  

“We have done thirty-something 
major pipes under major roads over 
the last two years. It’s a big win,” Viola 
said.    

Viola said pool closures because of 
staff shortages were communicated 
throughout the summer season using 
posted signs, phone messages, weekly 
e-blasts, and the Association website 
and social media.  

Along with the communication ef-
forts, “We made every effort possible 
to hire lifeguards,” Viola said, adding 
that included offering higher pay.  

He said staff would evaluate the sit-
uation further during the next budget 
process, which should start this week.   

“I certainly want to fully staff these 
pools, but please keep in mind [that] 
everybody around the country is going 
through this,” Viola said.  

Viola said the Racquet Sports 
amenity is seeing the same kind of at-
tention the Golf Club saw several years 
ago, when efforts were made to ad-
dress deferred maintenance and move 
the operation in a positive direction.  

He said recent Racquet Sports im-
provements have included the con-
struction of new pickleball courts and 
renovations of existing courts. The en-
tire complex was power washed, and 
crack repairs started on September 20 
and are expected to be finished in 
about two weeks.   

“We want to get the infrastructure 
right, we want to get the maintenance 
right, [and] we want to make this a 
good experience for everybody. That’s 
all on track,” Viola said.   

Viola said the Marina was able to 
meet the demand for fuel all summer, 
despite the shutdown of some gas lines 
early in the season.   

“I don’t believe we lost any cus-
tomers [and] we had a very good year,” 
he said.   

The Board approved the installa-

please see report  on page 14



The Ocean Pines Election Commit-
tee cannot possibly explain the ab-
solutely embarrassing situation 
created by a recount of the votes cast 
in the recent Board of Directors elec-
tion. The manual, hand-recount of the 
paper ballots on Friday 9/30/2022 
shows the originally reported election 
results were incorrect by as many as 
300 or more votes for an individual 
candidate. The difference between the 
third and fourth place candidates now 
sits at only 15 votes, down from an 
originally reported 150 or so votes dif-
ference. 

The Election Committee has yet to 
address the fundamental problem of 
ballots containing votes representing 
more than one lot. One candidate says 
the committee chair is trying to ex-
plain that situation away by saying 
owners of multiple lots could have re-
quested a single ballot for each lot 
after receiving the original ballots in 
the mail. Not all did so. We do not 
know how many multiple-lot ballots 
were counted nor how those owners 
voted. Those multiple-lot owners are 
disenfranchised, for all but one of their 
lots. 

Their votes, properly counted could 
have changed the outcome of the elec-
tion. 

The Election Committee still can 
not tell us how many LOTS voted in 
this election. The Election Committee 
still cannot tell association members 
how many of the paper ballots repre-
sented multiple lots. 

The paper ballots can only be 
counted as single lots because there is 
no way to determine if a ballot, once 
removed from the return envelope, 
represents one or more lots. 

In short, association members will 
NEVER know the true/accurate re-
sults of the election. Had the vote 

count difference between third and 
fourth place been separated by sub-
stantially more than 15 votes, perhaps 
a reasonable person could accept the 
three announced winners. However, 
with a difference of 15 votes and no 
way to know how the owners of multi-
ple lots voted, it is surely reasonable to 
think the third and fourth place results 
might switch if the votes could be 
counted accurately. 

As one association member wrote 
of the recount results: “Jacobs goes up 
1.5% while Wheatley drops by 24%? 
Holy crap.” 

This is truly an embarrassment for 
the Ocean Pines Association. 

 
Recount Results Announced 

Today [Sept. 30, 2022] 
Candidate - New Count - (Old 

Count) 
Jacobs - 1894 - (1867) 
Lakernick - 1682 - (1802) 
Rakowski - 1363 - (1603) 
Peck - 1348 - (1451) 
Wheatley - 990 - (1303) 
Gray - 836 - (1027) 
 
As yet there is no official OPA news 

release to explain the crazy recount re-
sults. 
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Commentary 
By Joe Reynolds 

OceanPinesForum.com On October 5, 1919, a young Italian car mechanic and engineer 
named Enzo Ferrari took part in his first car race, a hill 
climb in Parma, Italy. He finished fourth. Ferrari was a good 
driver, but not a great one: In all, he won just 13 of the 47 
races he entered. Many people say that this is because he 
cared too much for the sports cars he drove: He could never 
bring himself to ruin an engine in order to win a race.

Courier Almanac

The percentage of students with disabilities who had a specific 

learning disability declined by a significant margin between the 

2010-11 school year and the 2020-21 school year. Data from 

the National Center for Education Statistics indicates that 32.7 

percent of students with disabilities had a specific learning dis-

ability in 2020-21, which marks a 4 percent decrease from a 

decade prior. That decrease occurred despite a steadily rising 

student-teacher ratio in special education. In fact, the U.S. De-

partment of Education reports that the current student-teacher 

ratio of 17 to 1 in special education is higher than the overall student-

teacher ratio in general education.  

Did You  

Know...

Vote recount an embarrassment 
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Ticky-tacky.  That’s the only way to 
describe what has to be considered a 
landmark by motorists who travels In-
terstate 95, crossing the border from 
North Carolina to South Carolina.  You 
can’t miss it.  Billboards announce 
with varying word play how many 
miles are left until you reach it. 

It’s a visual smorgasbord.  It’s a 
glitzy, over-the-top roadside attraction 
accentuated by a gigantic Pedro wear-
ing a sombrero and holding a placard 
with the name, South of the Boarder.  
We turned in during a recent road trip 
to Florida.  It wasn’t our first time yet 
each time we swear we aren’t going to 
again visit.  We do.    

Pedro and I first 
became ac-
quainted more 
than 40 years 
ago while 
t r a v e l l i n g  
with my 
grandparents 
to Florida.  
We were 
c r u i s i n g  
through Virginia 
when my grandmother 
told me to look for the 
South of the Border signs.  I 
had no idea what she meant.  We 
weren’t heading to Mexico.  She got ex-
cited when we passed the first sign and 
from then on we counted the signs and 
kept track of how many miles until we 
arrived. 

With great anticipation I counted 
along.  And then, Pedro let us know we 
had arrived.  It was an odd place.  If 
memory serves, there was a very large 
bull or cow near the entrance.  After 
getting gas, we went into one of the gift 
shops.  There was a lot of merchandise 
that I couldn’t imagine anyone would 
want.  Pottery.  T shirts.  Sweatshirts.  
Jewelry.  Glassware.  We walked 
around, my grandmother stopping oc-
casionally to inspect something before 
commenting to no one in particular 
where she could find what she was 
looking at cheaper someplace else.  
Gramps and I hung back. 

The only item I came across that 
interested me was, of all things, a dis-
play of coffee mugs emblazoned with a 
line drawing of Johnny Carson.  It 
looked like the mug he kept on his 
“Tonight Show” desk.  I thought long 
and hard about buying one.  Believing 
it was expected that I should a buy a 

mug with Pedro’s likeness 
on the front and the South 
of the Border logo on the 
back, I silently consoled 
myself that I could get the 
Carson mug another time.  
That time never came. 

Silly as it seems, that 
Carson mug has come to 

mind from through the years.  I 
learned a life lesson during that brief 
stop at that tacky roadside attraction: 
not to let what others may think dic-
tate what I want or how I should think.  
I wanted the Carson mug.  I should 
have bought the Carson mug.  Instead, 
I wound up standing in line to pur-

chase a Pedro mug I 
didn’t want.  It 
wouldn’t be the 
last time I stood 
in a line (figura-
tively or literally) 
to purchase 
something I did-
n’t want.   

Since that 
first visit, I’ve 
returned to 
see Pedro 
about a dozen 

times through 
the decades.  

Each time, includ-
ing recently, I whimsically look to see 
if the Carson mug is available.  It never 
has been.  And that’s the lesson.  There 
are times when you get only one 
chance at something and if you let it go 
by it’s likely it won’t come your way 
again.  So, you better be sure the action 
you take in that moment is your deci-
sion, not your decision based on what 
others may think or say.  Otherwise, 
you could wind up with a Pedro mug 
stored in the attic for many years be-
fore being tossed out. 

On this most recent trip, no Pedro 
mug was purchased.  But my wife and 
I did leave with a cheesy, gawdawful 
South of the Border Christmas orna-
ment.  And it’s exactly what we 
wanted.  Well, it’s exactly what I 
wanted.  I think it’s what my wife 
wanted too.     

Roadside attraction life lesson 

It’s All About. . . 
By Chip Bertino

chipbertino@delmarvacourier.com

Available Soon

Each week for more than two decades, 
Chip Bertino has written his column, 
It’s All About... which is published 
weekly in The Courier.   Some of My 
Favorites is a collection of Chip’s        
favorite columns in book form.   
 
This humorous and often poignant 

chronicle contains many of his favorite columns over the 
years.  He regales readers about raising children, getting 
older, being (and staying) married and just living life.   
 
His engaging book will resonate with you and have you 
visualizing your own similar experiences.

Pre-Order
Expected to be released in late October, preorder your    au-

tographed copy now for just $20 plus shipping.   
 

Call 410-629-5906 
or email: chipbertino@delmarvacourier.com

Great holiday gift idea
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Board of Elections releases voting information
The Maryland State Board of Elec-

tions (SBE) announced last week that 
mail-in ballot packets were transmitted 
to requesting military and overseas 
voters by the federally mandated Sep-
tember 24 deadline and that mailing of 
ballot packets to other requesting voters 
will began September 29. The rollout of 
ballot packet mailings to domestic 
voters will be conducted by Maryland 
jurisdiction as follows: 

-September 29: Allegany, Caroline, 
Carroll, Dorchester, Somerset and Wor-
cester counties 

-September 30: Anne Arundel, Cal-
vert, Cecil and Charles counties  

-October 1: Frederick, Garrett and 
Montgomery counties 

-October 3: Harford, Howard, Kent, 
Queen Anne’s and Prince George’s 
counties 

-October 4: Baltimore City and St. 
Mary’s, Talbot, Washington and Wi-
comico counties 

-October 5: Baltimore County  
 
Voters who have already requested a 

mail-in ballot should review the above 
mailing schedule and anticipate it will 
take up to five days for the U.S. Postal 
Service to deliver their ballots. 

On September 29, SBE began send-
ing the first round of emails with unique 
ballot links to U.S.-based voters who 
have requested their ballots electroni-
cally. 

 
Ballot Drop Boxes 
In addition, SBE began the process 

of delivering and installing official ballot 
drop boxes across the state. SBE antici-
pates it will take five days to deliver and 
install all 281 ballot drop boxes.  

Voters who choose to utilize ballot 
drop boxes may submit their properly 
completed mail-in ballots at any official 
drop box in their county of residence. 
Ballots may be submitted from the time 

a ballot box is installed and opened until 
November 8 at 8 p.m. Ballot boxes will 
be locked promptly at 8 p.m. on No-
vember 8. 

 
Important Deadlines 
Eligible Marylanders may register to 

vote in advance of the November 8 elec-
tion using SBE’s online application page 
or completing an application in-person 
at their local board of elections office. 
The advance deadline to register to vote 
is October 18. 

Voters should also ensure their reg-
istration information is up to date by Oc-
tober 18. Voters can review and update 
their registration information online or 
by visiting their local board of elections 
office. 

The deadline to request a mail-in 
ballot sent by the U.S. Postal Service is 
November 1. The deadline to request a 
link to a mail-in ballot is November 4. 

 
Early Voting and Election Day 

Voting Locations 
SBE encourages voters to review the 

final list of early voting centers, which is 
posted online.  Some of the early voting 
center locations changed following 
July’s Primary Election. Early voting will 

be held from Thursday, October 27 
through Thursday, Novrmber 3. Early 
voting centers will be open each day 
during that window from 7 a.m. to 8 
p.m. 

The complete list of Election Day 
polling locations is posted toward the 
bottom of the 2022 Elections landing 
page under “Polling Place and Precinct 
Reports.” The best option for individual 
voters to identify their polling place is to 
use the Voter Look-Up website. Election 
Day polling places will be open No-
vember 8 from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

SBE intends to add online maps dis-
playing early voting centers, election day 
polling places and ballot drop box loca-
tions to the Voter Look-Up site soon. 
Voters are encouraged to check the page 
in coming days to take advantage of the 
mapping features. 

 
Election Judges 
Marylanders interested in serving as 

election judges can complete SBE’s on-
line interest form to be considered for 
this important civic role. Residents can 
also contact their local board of elections 
for more information on serving as an 
election judge. 
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Southgate - Ocean Pines 
(Manklin Creek & Ocean Pkwy)

Serving Breakfast and Lunch

Free  

Wireless  

Internet

  410-208-0707

Boar’s Head Meats 

Open 6 a.m. - 2 p.m.  
Wednesday - Sunday 

Pastries and Cookie Trays

Worcester County to host  
low-cost rabies clinic  

Worcester County Animal Control 
(WCAC) and the Worcester County 
Health Department (WCHD) are part-
nering to offer a low-cost rabies clinic on 
October 12 from 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. at 

WCAC, which is located at 6207 Tim-
mons Road in Snow Hill. 

 Maryland law requires all owners of 
dogs, cats, and ferrets over four months 
of age to have their pets adequately vac-
cinated against rabies. The cost is $5.00 
per vaccination for Worcester County 
residents who provide proof of residency, 
and $10.00 per vaccination for non-res-
idents. Those with unvaccinated pets, or 
pets whose vaccinations have lapsed and 
need a booster, are encouraged to take 
part in the clinic and to avoid contact with 
wild animals, particularly those acting 
sick or in an unusual manner.  

If this is not your pet’s first rabies vac-
cination, the previous vaccination certif-
icate must be provided in order to receive 
a 3-year shot. Otherwise, a one-year shot 
will be given. At the clinic, all dogs must 
be leashed and under the control of an 
adult, while all cats and ferrets must be in 
a carrier or box with air holes. 

Rabies clinic vaccinations are avail-
able by appointment only, and limited 
space is available. To reserve an ap-
pointment, contact the WCHD at 410-
352-3234. 

Expires 10-15-22

https://voterservices.elections.maryland.gov/OnlineVoterRegistration/InstructionsStep1
https://elections.maryland.gov/about/county_boards.html
https://voterservices.elections.maryland.gov/OnlineVoterRegistration/InstructionsStep1
https://elections.maryland.gov/about/county_boards.html
https://elections.maryland.gov/about/county_boards.html
https://elections.maryland.gov/about/county_boards.html
https://elections.maryland.gov/elections/2022/index.html#dropbox_location
https://elections.maryland.gov/elections/2022/index.html#dropbox_location
https://elections.maryland.gov/elections/2022/index.html#dropbox_location
https://voterservices.elections.maryland.gov/VoterSearch
https://elections.maryland.gov/get_involved/election_judges_form.html
https://elections.maryland.gov/get_involved/election_judges_form.html
https://elections.maryland.gov/about/county_boards.html
https://elections.maryland.gov/about/county_boards.html
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The Veterans Memorial Foundation recognizes the following  

organizations, businesses & individuals for their contributions

MAJOR SPONSORS 
THE PARKER FOUNDATION  
AMERICAN LEGION POST 166 
FSD MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 
i.g. BURTON 
CHOPTANK ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 
AMERICAN GRANITE & TILE  
OCEAN DOWNS CASINO 
O. C. ELKS 
AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY UNIT 166  
MATT ORTT COMPANIES 
VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA 1091 
 
 

CONTEST SPONSORS 
KEY ADVISORS GROUP  
HOME INSTEAD 
CAROUSEL HOTELS GROUP  
VACASA 
THE TREASURE CHEST, BERLIN 
 
 

TEE SIGN + AD 
R.W. NOCK INSURANCE AGENCY  
DELMARVA TWO-WAY RADIO  
DEELEY INSURANCE GROUP 
OLD PRO GOLF 
SEA FLOOR CARPETS 
BERGEY & COMPANY P.A.  
TAYLOR BANK 
 
 

TEE SIGNS 
AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS CHAPTER #166  
BANK OF OCEAN CITY  
BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY, PENFED REALTY 
BOB AND MELANIE MOULDEN  
CHEERS BERLIN  
CLAUDIA NICHOLS STATE FARM  
COMMISSIONER CHIP BERTINO 
CYNTHIA MALAMENT 
DELMARVA VETERAN BUILDERS  
DEPALMA DENTAL  
DON McMULLEN  

EASTERN SHORE PHYSICAL THERAPY  
ED LITTLE  
ELLIOTT’S SEAFOOD  
J.T. NOVAK, LLC  
JAMES GILMORE  
JENNIFER CROPPER RINES/GEORGE RINES  
JOHN VIOLA  
LINDA McCURRY  
MARC & PATTI GRIMES  
MARLENE OTT  
MARY ADAIR  
MARY MAC FOUNDATION 
MIKE’S CARPET & FLOOR DESIGN  
O’HARE TEAM  
OCEAN PINES ASSOCIATION 
OCEAN PINES CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  
OCEAN PINES MENS GOLF ASSOC. 
OceanPinesForum.com 
PARK PLACE JEWELERS  
PEDAR B. DIDRIKSEN DDS  
RAVENS ROOST #44  
SENATOR MARY BETH CAROZZA  
SOUTHSIDE DELI  
STEVE HOWSE  
THE BURBAGE FUNERAL HOME  
 

OUR GENEROUS DONORS 
A Bagel And…. 
A Perfect Face Day Spa  
Adcock Studio 
American Engineering Solutions  
American Legion Post 16, Crisfield MD  
Anita Roberts 
Art League of Ocean City  
Assateague Greens  
Ayers Creek Adventures  
Barbara Ferger 
Bayside Golf Club, The Carl Freeman Co.  
Berlin Auto Wash 
Bill and Donna Hickey 
Blu Restaurant/Embers/Pier 23  
Bluebird Farms 
Bob & Marie Rose  
Carrabbas Italian Grill 
Community Foundation of the Eastern Shore 
Copy Central 
Crabs to Go 
D.A. Kozma Jewelers  

Dick’s Sporting Goods  
Donna and Bill Hickey 
Donna Frankowski- ERA Realty  
Donna’s Family Cut and Curl Inc, Selbyville 
Doug Eiseman 
Eagles Landing Golf Course  
Ed Kelly & Martha Arthur  
Fisher’s Popcorn 
George Rines & Jennifer Cropper-Rines  
Green Turtle West 
Greene Turtle  
Hilton Suites O.C.  
Home Depot 
J. Crew, Ocean City 
Jiffy Lube - Ocean Lube Incorporated  
John Talbott 
Ken and Lois Ingram  
Kim & Larry Perrone  
Kitty’s Flowers  
Laura Seigel Powell  
Lisa Schwartz 
Marie & Bob Gilmore  
Marina Deck Restaurant  
Maryland Title Services 
Mike’s Flooring & Design Center  
Minuteman Press 
Mug and Mallet  
My Backyard  
Nutters Crossing 
Ocean City Golf Club  
Ocean Pines Golf Club  
Ocean Resorts Golf Club 
Pepsi Bottling Ventures, Salisbury  
Phillips Family Trust 
Pines Public House  
Pop’s Kitchen 
River Run Golf Club  
Ruark Golf 
Ruddo’s Golf 
Ruth’s Chris Steak House  
Senor Cigars 
Sharyn O’Hare 
Sherri Lassahn & Peggy Davis  
Sterling Tavern 
Steve and Nikki Zangwill  
Stuarts Antiques 
Sunset Grill 
Susan & Joe Pantone 
The Peninsula Golf and Country Club  
Vernon Powell Shoes

The Worcester County Veterans Memorial at Ocean Pines 15th  Annual Golf Tournament  
held September 21 at Ocean Pines Golf Club, was a marvelous success because of the   

generosity  of many community individuals and businesses. 



World Singing Day is October 15.  
The Delmarva Chorus of Sweet Ade-
lines International, along with event 
sponsor Ocean Pines Recreation 
and Parks, invites singers of any age to 
gather at noon in the White Horse 
Park pavilion to just sing.  World Sing-

ing Day is a joyful community experi-
ence for musicians and non-musicians 
alike, from shower singers to celebri-
ties, as they gather in their com-
munities and sing together without the 
pressure of performing.  

World Singing Day is not a compe-
tition, and no rehearsals are re-
quired. Anyone can join in the fun. For 
more information and to learn the 
WSD theme song, visit: World Singing 
Day | Uniting the world by singing to-
gether. 

Explore the Sing tab and you learn 
the Chorus SATB version, in whatever 
voice part you choose.  Lyric sheets for 
at least six popular and familiar songs 
will be provided on site.  This will be a 
fun day to visit the outdoor Farmers 
Market and the inside Quilters by The 
Sea Show. Visit oceanpines.org to view 
all their events. For more information 
about the Delmarva Chorus, visit del-
marvachorus.org. 
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Ocean Pines welcomes new Golf pro
Ocean Pines Association has an-

nounced the hiring of Bob Beckelman 
as the new Golf pro 
for the Ocean Pines 
Golf Club.  

Beckelman grew 
up in Annapolis, 
Maryland and West 
Chester, Pennsylva-
nia, and studied 
aerospace engineer-
ing at Penn State 
University. He’s been 

a Professional Golfers’ Association 
member for 25 years and has lived on 
the Eastern Shore for the last 35 years.   

Beckelman started his professional 
golf career at the Ocean Pines Golf 
Club, first from 1992 to 1997, and then 
returning from 2000 to 2007.  

“I was hired here originally as an 
assistant under Buddy Sass, and then 
left to help build the Deer Run Golf 
Club, and then came back as the head 
golf professional in Ocean Pines,” he 
said.   

Beckelman said “a phone call” 
brought him back to Ocean Pines for a 
third time.   

“Honestly, when I first got into the 
golf business, I loved it and I enjoyed 
it so much,” he said. “I had been 
around Ocean Pines for a while al-
ready. When I was in college, I was 
working summers at the club, and 
waited tables and I bartended. I just 
got to know the people and really 
loved the community, and I had a lot 
of friends and built a lot of relation-
ships here.  

“Once I started at the Ocean Pines 
Golf Club, I enjoyed the golf com-
munity so much, I planned on working 
my way up the ladder and eventually 
finishing my career here,” Beckelman 

continued. “There’s been some 
changes along the way, but it’s still my 
plan – I started here, and I want to fin-
ish here.”  

Ocean Pines General Manager 
John Viola said he’s happy to have 
Beckelman back.  

“I reached out to the Golf Advisory 
Committee and the golf community, 
and they all told me this was the right 
guy for the job,” Viola said. “He ob-
viously, knows the club and he knows 
the community. We’re happy to wel-
come him back and I think he’s going 
to be a great addition to the team.”  

For more information on the 
Ocean Pines Golf Club, visit 
www.oceanpinesgolf.org.  

Bob Beckelman

Sing a song with the world

https://worldsingingday.org/
https://worldsingingday.org/
https://worldsingingday.org/
https://worldsingingday.org/
http://oceanpines.org/
http://delmarvachorus.org/
http://delmarvachorus.org/
http://www.oceanpinesgolf.org
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My Backyard...  sponsored by Maureen Kennedy

Answers for September 28

Crows
Crows are common, widespread 

birds found in a number of different 
continents and countries. They are 
commonly used as symbols in mythol-
ogy, religion, and pop culture – fre-
quently in association with death. 
These misunderstood birds are actu-
ally extremely intelligent.  

There are a wide variety of crow 
species, all members of the taxonomi-
cal genus Corvus. For the most part, 
crows have black-colored feath-
ers, commonly with an irides-
cent shine to them. Some crow 
species also have other colors, 
like white patches, on their 
feathers. Crows also have 
relatively thick beaks, 
known as “bills.” 

These seemingly mundane 
birds are actually incredibly 
smart and charismatic. Crows are 
some of the smartest birds in the 
world, and can rival parrots in 
their intellect. 

Quoth the Raven, Never-
more – The famous poem by Edgar 
Allen Poe wasn’t that far off of the 
mark. Many different crow species, in-
cluding ravens, are capable of mimick-
ing human speech quite well. 

Never Forget a Face – Scientists in 
Seattle performed an experiment with 
wild crows on a college campus, and 
discovered something astounding. The 
scientists would capture and tag crows 
wearing masks, and in later instances 
the crows would dive bomb the scien-
tists with masks while letting college 
students walk by peacefully. The crows 
were able to successfully identify dif-
ferent faces as a threat, and others as 
harmless. 

Corvid Communication – In the 
above experiment, another phenome-
non began to occur in addition to the 
facial recognition. Birds that were 

never associated with the original cap-
tures began to also dive bomb scien-
tists wearing masks. This means that 
the crows were able to successfully 
communicate to naïve individuals that 
the masks were a danger! 

Problem Solving Skills – Another 
unrelated study of rooks (members of 
the crow family) found that crows are 
extremely capable problem solvers. 
Scientists took four separate birds and 

conducted an experiment with a 
tube of water, worms, and a 

pile of pebbles. The premise? 
The tube of 
water con-
tained worms 
just out of 
reach, but 
when pebbles 
are added to 
the water in 
enough quan-

tity the worms 
be easily accessi-

ble. All 
four rooks solved the prob-

lem and got the worms, and 
half of them did it on their first 

try! 
 
Crows are distributed across the 

planet in virtually every environment. 
These extremely adaptable birds can 
be found in urban environments as 
well, utilizing every habitat possible. 
They can be found in forests, grass-
lands, agricultural areas and farmland, 
mountains, deserts, arctic tundra, and 
rocky cliffs. 

Not only are there many different 
species that utilize these various habi-
tats, but individual species can also 
adapt to a number of different envi-
ronments as well. 

please see crows on page 14

South Gate Ocean Pines   11312 Manklin Creek Rd 
410-208-1479

Follow us on facebook @ mybackyard.oceanpines

OPEN  
Tuesday - Saturday  10 am - 5 pm

We’re all about the birds and more!
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D.A. Kozma Jewelry & CoinsSince 

1978

OUR 
44th YEAR

BUYING & SELLING GOLD, SILVER, COINS & CURRENCY
FREE APPRAISALS - 1 COIN OR AN ENTIRE COLLECTION 

BUYING GOLD, SILVER JEWELRY & FLATWARE

D.A. Kozma Jewelry & Coins
9936 STEPHEN DECATUR HWY 

RT 50 & 611 Food Lion Shopping Center WOC 

410-213-7505      410-BUY GOLD (289-4653) 

KOZMAJEWELERS.COM    Lic. No. 2294
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Some things to  
think about

Gathered from the internet by Jack Barnes

John Bennish, Financial Advisor  
11200 Racetrack Road 
Suite A102  The Pavilions 
Ocean Pines, MD  21811 
410-208-9083

3.7 4.0

Tides for Ocean City Inlet  
 

Day        High      Tide   
              /Low      Time  

 
Th   6     High   5:34 AM      

     6      Low  11:26 AM      

     6     High   6:06 PM      

 

F    7      Low  12:17 AM      

     7     High   6:29 AM      

     7      Low  12:26 PM      

     7     High   6:56 PM      

 

Sa   8      Low   1:04 AM      

     8     High   7:18 AM      

     8      Low   1:21 PM     

     8     High   7:43 PM      

 

Su   9      Low   1:46 AM     

     9     High   8:05 AM      

     9      Low   2:10 PM     

     9     High   8:28 PM      

 

M   10      Low   2:26 AM     

    10     High   8:49 AM      

    10      Low   2:56 PM     

    10     High   9:10 PM      

 

Tu  11      Low   3:04 AM     

    11     High   9:32 AM      

    11      Low   3:41 PM      

    11     High   9:52 PM      

 

W   12      Low   3:43 AM      

    12     High  10:15 AM      

    12      Low   4:26 PM      

    12     High  10:34 PM      

 

 A distraught senior citizen phoned 
her doctor’s office. 

“Is it true,” she wanted to know, 
“that the medication you prescribed 
has to be taken for the rest of my life?” 

“‘Yes, I’m afraid so,”‘ the doctor 
told her. 

There was a moment of silence 
before the senior lady replied, “I’m 
wondering, then, just how serious is 
my condition because this prescription 
is marked ‘NO REFILLS’.” 

_____ 

An older gentleman was on the op-
erating table awaiting surgery and he 
insisted that his son, a renowned sur-
geon, perform the operation. 
As he was about to get the anesthe-
sia, he asked to speak to his son. 

 
“Yes, Dad, what is it?” 

“Don’t be nervous, son; do your 
best, and just remember, if it doesn’t 
go well, if something happens to me, 
your mother is going to come and 
live with you and your wife...” 

____ 

Eventually you will reach a point 
when you stop lying about your age, 
and start bragging about it. 

 
This is so true. I love to hear them 

say “You don’t look that old.” 
____ 

 
Some people try to turn back their 

odometers. Not me! I want people to 
know why I look this way. 

____ 
 
I’ve traveled a long way and 

some of the roads weren’t paved. 
____ 
 
Two guys, one old, one young, are 

pushing their carts around Wal-Mart 
when they collide. The old guy says to 
the young guy, “Sorry about that. I’m 
looking for my wife, and I guess I was-
n’t paying attention to where I was 
going.” 

The young guy says, “That’s OK, it’s 
a coincidence. I’m looking for my wife, 
too... I can’t find her and I’m getting a 
little desperate.”  

The old guy says, “Well, maybe I 
can help you find her... what does she 
look like?”  

The young guy says, “Well, she is 
27 yrs. old, tall, with red hair, blue 
eyes, is buxom... long legs, and is 
wearing short shorts. What does your 
wife look like?’  

To which the old guy says, “Doesn’t 
matter, —- let’s look for yours.” 

Getting Older 

Anglers to meet 
The Ocean Pines Anglers Club 

will meet on Saturday, October 8, 
9:30 a.m. in the Ocean Pines library. 
Fall is the perfect time for kayak 
fishing. Come and hear Dean Lokey 
from OC Kayak who will talk about 
the kayak lifestyle and its endless 
bounties. Club members will pro-
vide updates on fishing regulations, 
charter trips and more. All are wel-
come.

$130 OFF whole house water  
conditioner through 10/15/22
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Marlene Ott
Associate Broker, CRS

www.MarleneOtt.com

C: 410-430-5743  O: 410-208-3500

Marlene@MarleneOtt.com

Coastal contemporary 
directly on the St. Mar-
tins River. 3 bedroom-
2 Primary ones, 1 
down and 1 up- and 3 
full baths. New 30 x 10 
Sunroom with great 
views of the river and 
new Primary bedroom and Bath on 2nd level. Separate office room off the laundry room. 1 car detached 
garage. 30 x 6 dock recently resurfaced. Large Living room with vaulted beamed ceiling. Spacious kitchen 
with bar seating plus desk and pantry cabinets built in. Primary bedroom has 15 x 9 walk-in closet with 
2 doors, bathroom with double sinks and slider to wonderful balcony so you can enjoy the sunsets or 
your morning coffee. 3 sided fenced rear yard with 8 x 10 shed. Septic upgraded 1 1/2 years ago. Metal 
roof on original part of home replaced 12 years ago and new addition done 6 years ago. Vinyl siding. 
Multi-zoned HVAC with H/P in 1st level and newer Mini-split for upper level Primary suite. The well is 
165' deep, installed in 2006. The septic was retro-fitted with the reduced nitrogen system about 9-10 
years ago. Drain field replaced in 2020.  Public boat ramp just a few miles away.  MLS#MDWO2008188

12295 Dixie Drive    Bishopville 
$799,900 

11001 Manklin Meadows Lane 

Ocean Pines, MD  21811

New Price

NEW PRICE for 
your dream water-
front 3 bedroom 2 1/2 
bath 1 level contem-
porary home . It 
shows pride of own-
ership and is ready 
for you to move into 
now. Living room with 
cathedral ceiling, plus a Family room with a gas fireplace AND a delightful Sunroom make to perfect 
package for friends and family to enjoy all that Ocean Pines has to offer. Gourmet kitchen with tons 
of cabinet space, newer appliances and designer tile backsplash. Breakfast area plus a Formal 
Dining room. Hardwood floors thru out the entire home. Huge canal front Sunroom with its own 
HVAC system. Oversized 2 car garage with built in storage closets. 10,000 lb. boat lift on part of 
the large dock. Offered partially furnished, if desired and Inventory list in documents. This home 
combines elegant coastal living with casual resort fun. Wonderful water views. House is larger than 
tax record shows because of 20x12 Sunroom addition. 2014 Sweetwater 22 foot pontoon boat with 
115 HP Yamaha motor with only 130 hrs. and trailer for sale- asking $15,000. Dehumidifier in crawl 
space. Seller has a Sears appliance service warranty in place.  MLS #MDWO2010208

57 Wood Duck   Ocean Pines 
$825,000

A Must See!

Astronomy &  
Spaceflight

By Douglas Hemmick, Ph.D.

Why return to the Moon?
This month’s column examines the 

topic: why should NASA undertake 
missions to study the moon and return 
astronauts there?  

One of main reasons is that lunar 
exploration technologies will be the 
proving ground for future trips into 
deeper space, including Mars.  The 
same skills and equipment that allow 
living and working on the moon will be 

essential for missions to explore the 
“red planet”.   

Last month, the NASA admin-
istrator said “It’s a future where ... ... 
astronauts will live and work in deep 
space and will develop the science and 
technology to send the first humans to 
Mars.”    

Beginning in the 1990s NASA’s 
space probes conducted detailed 
studies of the lunar surface surpris-
ingly indicating the presence of water. 
This startling new discovery over-
turned decades of thinking in which 
the moon was regarded as barren and 
bleak.  The important scientific ques-
tions then became: how and where can 
this lunar water be found and how is it 
distributed on the surface?  

While scientists had long regarded 
Mars, Jupiter and other planets as 
worthy of careful study, the moon was 
now shown to be an arena with its own 
scientific questions demanding atten-
tion.   

The landmark discovery of lunar 
water is of obvious interest to NASA as 
well, offering an indispensable re-

source for the Artemis astronauts. In 
December 2020 NASA published a 
188-page report defining a number of 
science priorities for the Artemis-3 
moon landing and including goals ex-
tending to future efforts.  Aiming for 
landing sites in the moon’s south polar 
region will enable astronauts to ex-
plore and test new technologies using 
the moon’s water-ice, located in its 

deeply shadowed craters.   
Not only is water essen-

tial for human consump-
tion, but its elements, 
hydrogen and oxygen, are 
also extremely valuable.  
Oxygen will re-supply the 
astronauts with a breath-
able atmosphere. In ad-
dition, the oxygen and 
hydrogen components can 
be used for rocket fuel.  

When choosing their 
possible landing sites, 
another important crite-

rium is persistent sunlight to provide 
solar energy to power the base camp.  
For example, among the mountainous 
peaks surrounding the rim of the 
Shackleton Crater, near the moon’s 
south pole, there are three peaks 
that remain sunlit for more than 90% 
of the year.  

On August 19, NASA announced 13 
potential landing regions for its Arte-
mis-3 mission.  All the candidate re-
gions are clustered near the south pole 
of the moon.  Each of these is located 
within six degrees of latitude from the 
pole.  

The lunar water-ice with its poten-
tial for oxygen and hydrogen also 
make the moon an attractive site for a 
potential “way station.” A spaceship 
enroute to further destinations could 
make a stop at the moon to resupply 
their tanks before continuing the space 
journey. 

Another scientific goal is to better 
understand how to protect astronauts 
from the effects of radiation.  Without 

please see moon on page 15
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To place your business card call  

410-629-5906Support Local Businesses

B O A T  L I F T S

B A N K I N G D E N T I S T R Y

Gerard Ott, D.M.D., PA 

Jeremy Masenior, D.D.S. 
Family Dentistry  

1 Pitts Street 
Berlin, Maryland 21811 

 
(410) 641-3490 

ott.masenior@gmail.com 

Jessica Short 
12010 Industrial Park Road Unit 11 
Bishopville, MD 21813

oceancitylifts@aol.com 

410-352-5095 
MHIC 133392

F I N A N C I A L  C O N S U L T I N G

434-382-8920

Bookkeeping 
Payroll 
Tax Prep 

Credit Repair 
Lien Removal 
Tax Resolution

amaconsulting@gmail.com amaconsultingbusiness.com

Credit Trade Lines

D A N C E

443-994-8561

Private Dance Studio in South Point
Jean Marie OC Dance Studio

www.jeanmariedancestudio.com

Ballet   Pointe   Jazz   Hip Hop   Lyrical   
Contemporary    Senior Moves 

Wedding & Partner Moves    Small Group 
Private Lessons

F I N A N C I A L  S E R V I C E S

F L O O R I N G

410-208-3879 
(c) 443-944-5362 
ahtiffer@seafloorcarpets.com 

www.seafloorcarpets.com

11308 Manklin Creek Road, Ocean Pines

I N V E S T M E N T S

MANAGE  YOUR  RETIREMENT GAINS 
AMERICA’S  FIXED  ANNUITY   

* LIFETIME   INCOME * 
14%  INTEREST GROWTH FOR 10 FULL YEARS  

INSURANCE Co. FOUNDED IN 1851 
 

FOR   FREE   INFORMATION:  410-641-0378

Leaf Protection   Gutter Installation & Repairs

443-880-4813
Ocean Pines

THEGUTTERPROS.COM INFO@THEGUTTERPROS.NET

G U T T E R S

crows 
from page 10 

 
Humans commonly view crows, 

of any species, as pests or even bad 
omens. We have even invented 
scarecrows with the intention of 
scaring crows away from our crops! 
Farmers frequently shoot and kill 
crows for eating their crops. While 
crows will take advantage of free 
food, they often become the victims 
of false accusations. 

Mice and rats will nibble at or eat 
crops, leading crows to take the 
blame, and the brunt of the farmers’ 
anger. Large congregations of crows 

can also present the problem of 
damage in the form of poop. Large 
flocks of birds in and near cities can 
rain feces down in addition to dam-
aging crops. Oftentimes these birds 
have been killed in mass numbers to 
solve this problem. 

Individual crow behavior varies 
based on the species. Many different 
species of crows are solitary, but 
roost in groups. Some species will 
create small groups including a 

mated pair and their offspring. 
Younger animals tend to forage and 
roost together in large groups. 

A group of crows is called a 
“murder,” and if a member of the 
murder is murdered, the crows will 
group around the individual. They 
perform this behavior to determine 
what killed the crow, and to mob the 
attacker and chase it away. 

Crows are very commonly 
viewed as a bad omen. They are 

seen as a harbinger of death, partic-
ularly around wars. This unfortu-
nate image possibly originated as a 
result of crows feeding on those 
killed in battle during wars. They 
followed the troops in anticipation 
of further meals, and became asso-
ciated with death. Unfortunately for 
crows this association has stuck, 
leading to general ill-will towards 
this “pest” of a bird. 

-animals network 

report 
from page 3 
 
tion of new gas lines and fuel dis-
pensers, which Viola said would 
have been required anyway be-
cause of new environmental stan-
dards.   

Viola said a work group, led by 
former Board member Ted Mo-
roney, has prepared a request for 
proposals to hire a consultant to do 
a feasibility study related to the 
proposed new South Fire Station. 
The study will determine the Asso-
ciation’s capacity for a capital cam-
paign to raise funds for the new 

station, and Viola said the group 
has met with several regional con-
sultants as a preliminary step.  

He said the RFP would be is-
sued on September 26 and re-
sponses are due by October 31. If 
approved by the Board, work 
would start in November and finish 
by the end of February.   

The workgroup also produced 
an FAQ on the project, which is 
available on the Association web-
site at 
https://www.oceanpines.org/web/
pages/news_content?announce-
mentId=1520&backURL=/web/pa

ges/opa-news.  
“I believe the team has done an 

excellent job responding to all the 
questions,” Viola said, adding ad-
ditional questions should be sent 
to info@oceanpines.org.  

On the financial side, Viola said 
the Association was favorable to 
budget by more than $160,000 in 
August, and favorable year-to-date 
by almost $700,000.   

To view slides from the GM re-
port, visit https://www.ocean-
pines.org/documents/10184/21773
8 / 9 - 2 4 -
22+Meeting+Power+Point.pptx.  

If you live in Ocean Pines, 
be sure to contact  The Courier 

 if you want the paper 
each week in  
your driveway.  

  
Call 410-629-5906
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S I D I N G

To place your business card call  

410-629-5906

T I T L E  S E R V I C E S

N A T U R A L  F O O D S

Support Local Businesses

9240 Peerless Rd. 
Bishopville, MD 21813

410-629-1573 
Fax: 410-629-1946

L A W N  M A I N T E N A N C E

W A T E R

REAL ESTATE PURCHASE & REFINANCE SETTLEMENTS 
INDEPENDENCE SPECIAL 25% DISCOUNT 

Active Duty & Veterans - US Armed Forces, Law Enforcement, 
EMT & Firefighters 

 
410-213-7741 / 410-213-7742 fax 

AcquestTitle@comcast.net / Acquest-Title.com

Place your 
business card here ! 
Call Linda Knight 

443-366-4184  

P A T I O

PAVER PATIOS
Brick Paver Patios    Retaining Walls   Fire Pits   Decks

410-390-1499
Decks, Patios & Improvements - Family Owned & Operated

Call for a FREE ESTIMATE

SUPPLEMENT SATURDAY!  15% off All Supplements 
(First Saturday of Every Month)

Natural Health Food Store

Place your 
business card here ! 
Call Linda Knight 

443-366-4184  

P R O P E R T Y  C L E A N  O U T

T H E R A P YL A N D S C A P I N G

P R O P E R T Y  S E R V I C E S

Mobile, In-Home Physical, Occupational and Speech Therapy Services 
 

Lisa M. Clifford, PT, DPT, MBA, CWT 

Owner/Physical Therapist 

443-228-6040 

www.ShoreTherapySolutions.com

Atlantic Landscaping & More

410-713-9159 
Call or text for free estimates 

Property Management, Lawn Care, Gutter Cleaning,  

Power Washing, Window Cleaning, Leaf Removal,  

Painting, Stone, Gravel, Mulching, Cleaning,  

Hauling Services, Stump Grinding,  

Shed Demolition & More

moon 
from page 13 
 
protection from the Earth’s atmos-
phere and magnetic field, a substitute 
shielding becomes important for space 
journeys well away from Earth, for ex-
ample to Mars. 

Experimental lunar habitats are 
being designed to accommodate sus-
tained living on the moon, and to help 
protect astronauts from the effects of 
space radiation.  The first prototypes 
of lunar habitats have been con-
structed to demonstrate the use of 3D 
printing technology.  Readers may re-
call that lunar habitats were previously 
discussed. 

On September 7, NASA announced 
that it has selected the Houston com-

pany Axiom Space to build the lunar 
spacesuits for Artemis-3.   The newest 
designs for spacesuits are expected to 
include built-in radiation protection. 

Future plans for an Artemis base 
camp, when fully equipped, include: a 
pressurized rover with living accom-
modations, 3D construction equip-
ment to help build habitat units, 
spacecraft landing pads, communica-
tions, and energy gear.    

As the October skies grow fully 
dark, after about 7:30 p.m., the 
“teapot” of Sagittarius appears near 
the southern horizon.  Flying high 
overhead is Cygnus the Swan (North-
ern Cross).  

The Great Square of Pegasus is also 
prominent high in the eastern sky. 
Sports fans may proclaim that its 

square shape out-
lines a baseball 
diamond in the 
sky, celebrating 
the champi-
onship season. 

Look for the 
planet Saturn 
eastwards from 
Sagittarius, and 
later joined by 
Jupiter, which 
becomes visible 
after about 8:30 
p.m. On October 
5 the moon will 
rendezvous with 
Saturn, and then 
on October 8, will dance with the king 
of planets, Jupiter. 

Wishing good luck and clear skies 
to all stargazers. 
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