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After missing the postseason last year, Marcos de 
Niza has a team to be reckoned with after a 5­0 
start to their season.  PAGE 22.

As times change, so do we. Take a closer look at 
how Wrangler News will grow its relationship 
with a broader age demographic. PAGE 3.

DOGGONE 
HAPPY, X2 
A memorable moment at Tempe’s Arts 
in the Parks celebration, taking place 
at locations citywide. Details & more 
photos, Pages 12-13. 

Photo by Billy Hardiman, 
courtesy city of Tempe.
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COVERING TEMPE 

AND WEST CHANDLER 
FOR 30­PLUS YEARS   

Our social media numbers, now in the thousands, head even higher 
Investing more of our energies in Twitter, Facebook . . . and the future

By Don Kirkland 

It’s also what we heard from readers after I 
wrote in an earlier column that we were 
looking for new ways to keep pace with a 
changing information environment. One 
common refrain: “We like knowing that you’re 
thinking about making improvements—but 
please don’t take our newspaper away from 
us.” 

Perhaps it goes without saying that we’ve 
given that sentiment a lot of thought, simply 
because we know it’s important for us to keep 
pace with changing times, at the same time 
making sure we’re appealing to a vast audience 
who don’t need to hold a newspaper in their 
hands to receive enjoyment from it. 

When we’ve asked young people in recent 
months for their view of print versus social 
media, I’m sure you’re not surprised to hear 
their response: “We hardly ever look at the 
paper; we get all of our news from social 

media.” 

Quite a dilemma for people like us—like 
me—who couldn’t start the day without a cup 
of coffee and not one but two printed 
newspapers awaiting my perusal. 

As to that sharing of ideas described earlier, 
one of the decisions emerging from it was what 
I feel is a solution that straddles the best of 
both worlds.  

That is, our ability to remain an all-local 
news and information source that can be 
enjoyed by a wide range of ages and interests—
those who grew up with and still enjoy the 
newspaper that arrives in their driveway 
regularly, along with the group that finds all the 
information they need from the digitized 
content available on such platforms as Twitter 
and Facebook.  

—  FUTURE, Page 4

As you may have read in pre-
vious columns, we spend a lot 
of time brainstorming ways to 

make our paper better. To provide 
stories, photos and advertising that 
appeals to your interests and answers 
your information needs. 

Sharing ideas among 
ourselves is one of the 
processes we enjoy most, 
and something we look 
forward to doing whenever 
time permits between 
deadlines. 

One of the most productive—and 
fun—sessions of recent weeks was one 
in which we targeted our discussion at 
social media approaches, some of which 
we currently use, others that we’d like 
to improve upon or expand. 

Here are the highlights of what we 
shared in our most recent back-and-
forth exchange of ideas: 

Based on what people have told us 
over the years, they “love this little 
paper.” For them, we assume, a 
newspaper is what they have grown up 
with.  

It’s the pleasure they receive from 
seeing it in their driveway, from bringing 
it into their home.  

From holding it in their hands as 
they’ve done for the better part of a 
lifetime. 

— Wrangler News photo



Picture yourself being prepared for financial emergencies  

before they actually happen!  

Whether you are a small business owner or a family, my goal is to create  
a personalized financial strategy that is right for you!

“Building wealth, one generation at a time”

Investing involves risk and you may incur a profit or loss regardless of strategy selected. 

© 2022 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC. Raymond James is a registered trademark of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 22-BR3EB-0064 TA 5/22

PROUD SOUTH TEMPE RESIDENT 

TODD RANDALL HANSEN, J.D., CRPC®, ADPA®, AAMS®

Senior Vice President, Investments

Private Global Wealth Strategies Group of Raymond James

222 S. Mill Ave., Suite 401  //  Tempe, AZ 85281

480.377.2000

Call today to schedule  
an initial consultation. 
480.377.2018

Yes, there are many similar sources out 
there, but our research indicates the ones 
that are most avidly followed by our 
readership are, in fact, those two platforms. 

What finally resulted from our 
brainstorming session was, in my mind, an 
idea that represented one of the most 
exciting new ventures of our entire 30-year 
publishing experience—the decision to 
take even better advantage than we do now 
of both of those seemingly dominant 
online platforms, Facebook and Twitter.  

To expand the energy that we inject into 
producing a dynamic, digital presence, 
complete with regular updates that will 
help longtime Wrangler News followers not 
only feel the same sense of community they 
receive with our print edition but be able 

to tap into what those of us in this industry 
recognize as breaking news—similar to 
how daily newspapers and the electronic 
media do it.  

The difference, of course, is that by 
having established ourselves as a purely 
neighborhood-focused, community-friendly 
news and information source, our focus 
can continue to be on the people and 
places most familiar to all of us. 

Will this newly expanded initiative work? 
Let me share with you what we’ve 
experienced so far and on which we base 
our plans for the future. 

Our staff member Andrew Lwowski, who 
monitors closely the analytics of Wrangler 
News’ impact on its market, tells a truly 
remarkable story.  

For example, in a recent tabulation of 
one of our experimental Twitter posts, only 
slightly fewer than 6,500 impressions were 
recorded within the first 72 hours of their 

posting. That number represents those 
who saw the posts online, a standard 
preliminary step that further resulted in 
more than 500 people who went on to 
view each item in its entirety. 

These are the kinds of numbers that 
provide us the encouragement to move 
forward to aggressively expand our social 
media presence.  

Are they comparable to the staggering 
analytics of a huge city- or state-wide 
company? Definitely not.  

But for a small, neighborhood centric  
bi-weekly newspaper, the experts tell us 
they’re quite amazing.  

And, even better, they provide us with 
an eye-opening amount of potential to 
further increase readership—hopefully so 
that even more can honestly tell us:  

“We love your little newspaper.” 

Future 
From Page 3
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Jeff  Lucas 
Broker/Owner 

(480)  598-8800

Erika  Lucas-Goff 
Broker/Owner 

(480)  390-4992

Kathy  Byrnes 
REALTOR® 

(480)  277-5946

Dawn  Norfleet 
REALTOR® 

(480)  518-3163

Ryan  Barmore 
REALTOR® 

(480)  458-7354

DeeDee  Hessler 
REALTOR® 

(480)  310-5555

Kelly  McClain 
REALTOR®   

(541)  254-0339

 

   

 
 

See  Info  and  Video  at  9486LaRosa.com

 

  sold  more  local  homes  in  the  past  29  years  than  anyone.     
No  gimmicks.  No  empty  promises.  In  up  markets  &  down  markets.  

How?  By  providing  exceptional  service  and  rock  solid  expertise,   
earned  from  years  of  experience  and  thousands  of  homes  sold.         

It’s  quite  simple,  when  you  want  the  best,  .  

    
 

    
 

 
Randy  Goff 

Broker/Owner
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NOW WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS! FREE CONSULTATION!

$649
PER UNIT

CROWN
ONE SIMPLE PRICE,
NO SURPRISE HIDDEN FEES!

Call Today!
480-349-1140

www.azcrowncenter.com
2490 W. Ray Road, Suite 2, Chandler, AZ 85224

HAVE A 
BROKEN 
TOOTH OR 
BEEN TOLD 
YOU NEED 
A CROWN?

Come see the experts for quality 
crowns at exceptional prices.  We’ll 
also replace missing teeth with bridges 
and provide cosmetic crowns to create 
you a confident smile you deserve—all 
affordable, just $649 per unit!

*If your insurance covers 50% of the cost of the crown,
your insurance will reimburse you $324.50.

WE WORK WITH ALL INSURANCE 
COMPANIES TO GET YOU 
MAXIMUM REIMBURSEMENT.*

We are open for all of your dental  
emergencies during these trying times!

West Chandler residents are 
being invited to join their 
citywide neighbors for a free 

Fire Department open house from 9 
a.m. to noon on Saturday, Nov. 5 at 
Fire Station No.1, 1491 E. Pecos Road.  

 The whole family can enjoy 
tours of the station and get a close-up 
look at a fire truck and ambulance, as 
well as see apparatus displays and 
demonstrations of emergency medical 
services.  

Free balloons and fire helmets 
will be available for children.  

In addition to the fun, Chandler 
Fire will offer blood pressure checks 
and provide drowning prevention in-
formation.  

In a Fire Safety House display, 
children will get hands-on instruction 
on how to get out of a smoke-filled 
environment.   

 The event will also feature in-
struction on Hands-Only CPR, which 
when performed by a bystander has 
been shown to be as effective as “con-
ventional” CPR in emergencies that 
occur at home, work, or in public.  

In terms of generally accepted 
guidance, there are only two steps to 
remember: call 911 and push hard 
and fast in the center of the chest.  

 For more information, visit the 
event listing for Chandler Fire Station 
No. 1 Open House or call 480-782-
2120.  

Fire up the family for a fun­filled, 
safety­focused Nov. 1 open house

Plenty to learn at fire station get-acquainted event
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If you’ve felt trapped by your body, it might be time 
to make a change. Our team of experts will support 
you through every step from meeting with our 
nutritionist and preoperative care team, through 
surgery, and participating in our peer-based 
support groups.

Learn how weight loss surgery can transform you 
and your life, visit dignityazweightloss.org or  
call 480.757.0292.

Find the new you. 
What will you do when you lose the weight? 
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First Person . . . 
 
A lifetime 
with the 
masters, 
ready for 
sharing 
 

 
 
 
 

 
By Carol Donigan 
Special for Wrangler News 
 

Editor’s note: While we sel-

dom publish reader stories in a 

first-person narrative, the sub-

mission by piano teacher Carol  

Donigan caught our attention as 

one that could be best shared 

with our readers in the writer’s 

own telling.  

Thus follows a piece that we 

felt you’d enjoy reading exactly 

as she wrote it, with few editing 

updates, along with a couple of 

photos she shot of her students 

along the way. We hope you’ll 

find it as enjoyable a tale as we 

did. 
 

It all began when I was 8 
years old and my Uncle Sam 
sent his own recording at the 

piano of “The Poet and the 
Peasant.” I was hooked and 
begged my mother (who played 
the violin) for piano lessons.  

Soon after a fine old oak 
upright appeared in our small 
house and lessons commenced 
with a local teacher who was 
much too lenient. Nothing could 
drag me away from my piano, and 
lessons with more advanced 
teachers continued through high 
school.  

I paid for my own instruction 
with babysitting money until 
offered a full tuition music 
scholarship from Mt. St. Mary’s 
University in Los Angeles. I was 
thrilled and worked hard to 
advance my repertoire and 
technique.  

After teaching elementary 
school for 13 years I found my 
passion in music, and the won-
derful mentors and teachers who 
put their indelible stamp on my 
heart.  

 
“I will never forget Vladimir 

Horowitz and Alicia de Larrocha 
who dazzled the audience with 
their incredible artistry.  

My first concert artist teacher 
was Leah Effenbach, who shouted 
at me for making six mistakes in 
the Chopin B Major Nocturne 
Op.32, No.1. This was a master-
class with pianists listening with 
scores. I was ‘beyond humiliated.  

“Anyone who plays as well as 
you has no business making that 
many mistakes!!” I’ll never forget 
it and the high standard she set 
for all of us. 

Johanna Graudan, a most 
regal lady, was equally exacting, 
and through the study of all the 
Chopin Etudes I improved my 
technique with quite a small set 
of hands. Illness put an end to 
our weekly studies.  

Then I had a great opportu-
nity to study some 7 years with 
Romania’s leading pianist, Sofia 
Cosma, who escaped a hostile 
country in a clandestine manner.  

A formidable pianist, she re-
ceived much publicity upon her 
arrival in California. We met back-
stage at her performance of Rach-
maninoff ’s 2nd piano Concerto 
and I became her first American 
student.  

 
She had a lot of time then 

and lessons went on for some 3-4 
hours bi-monthly. Her big com-
posers were Chopin, Brahms, 
Rachmaninoff, Liszt. Mine were 
Mozart, Beethoven and Schubert.  

I learned the Chopin 3rd So-
nata in B minor, Schubert A 
Major, D.959, Liszt Etudes and Ve-
nizia e Napoli, Brahms Rhapsody 
Op.79, No.l, Chopin 4 Impromp-
tus and much more.  

She often shouted “Vat are 
you doing there!!?” Ever higher 
standards like climbing a moun-
tain that has no summit.  

After 7 years I needed a 
break and she knew it. “Carol vay 
don’t you go and find fresh inspi-
rations?” What a relief as I had at 
that time 2 young children, aging 
parents and a growing piano stu-
dio. I was performing in recitals 
for local colleges, music clubs 
and gave several recitals at the 
Thousand Oaks Civic Arts Plaza. 
Youth was still on my side and I 
needed to stay close to home.  

Soon I found Eduardo Del-
gado, whose Ambassador Audito-
rium recital made a huge 

— TEACHER, Page 11

— Wrangler News photo by Andrew Lwowski
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Piano student photos shared by Carol Donigan
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Ride with the  
No. 1 car insurer  
in Arizona.

With competitive rates and 
personal service, it’s no 
wonder more drivers trust 
State Farm®. As your local 
agent, I’m here to help life 
go right.®

LET’S TALK TODAY.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
Bloomington, IL1708164

Mary Contreras, Agent
2145 E Warner Road
Tempe, AZ  85284
Bus: 480-775-7788

mary.contreras.gpdf@statefarm.com
Hablamos Español

and I have always strived 

to give my best to each 

and every student. 

 It is a real privilege 

to have a young person 

entrusted to me.  

Many times I have 

taken a student from be-

ginner to advanced, it 

takes about 10 years. I 

taught in my private stu-

dio and for Pasadena 

and Moorpark Com-

munity Colleges.  

In California I be-

longed to the Conejo 

Valley Music Teachers As-

sociation.  

We were some 100 

colleagues teaching var-

ious instruments and to-

gether we planned 

events for our students 

to excel and perform. I 

served as vice president 

for 2 years and as pres-

ident for 4 years.  

So now I am here 

in Arizona near my 

family just starting to 

teach again.  

And I’m confident 

the highlights of years of 

study will inspire others, 

as it did  me for my life-

time.  

impression on me.  

Here was an artist 

with a wide palette of 

colors, nuances so sensi-

tive, volume control so 

fine his artistic expres-

sion was spell binding. 

He answered my letter 

of inquiry inviting me to 

come and visit.  

Thus began 2 years 

of exquisite study. I was 

a more polished musi-

cian by this time and he 

appreciated all the work 

I had done. He ex-

panded my repertoire 

into the Spanish with 

music of Albeniz, Grana-

dos, Turina, de Falla, 

Malat.  

A favorite was Gra-

nados Waltzes Poeticos. 

He was from Argentina, 

world famous, and even-

tually went to Japan to 

teach at one of the Uni-

versities. Of course I was 

disappointed but he had 

worlds to conquer in far 

off places.  

All of these great 

artists had a huge in-

fluence on my teaching 

Teacher 
From Page 9
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Arts in the Parks is a city of Tempe 
program that brings arts-focused events and 
activities to neighborhoods. With 32 events and 
five temporary fence-art installations annually, 
the program activates outdoor community 
spaces, aimed at giving residents an 
opportunity to connect with their neighbors 
and local artists while expressing their own 
creativity. The goal, say planners: To create 
neighborhood programming that reflects the 
identity and values of each park's community. 
The program kicked off in September with 
eight events featuring live music by Tempe  
area artists. Planners asked community 
members what they’d like to see in future  
arts offerings via activities, games, surveys  
and conversations.  
Residents were provided the space to be heard 
and celebrated while connecting, networking 
and creating art.  
 
Learn more: www.tempe.gov/ArtsintheParks 
 

Photos by Billy Hardiman 
Courtesy city of Tempe 
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More than 100 guests and sup-
porters generated at least 
$26,000 in donations at 

Tempe Community Action Agency’s 
Good Neighbor Breakfast fundraiser, 
aimed at supporting the organiza-
tion’s senior independence programs.  

The funding, which serves eco-
nomically vulnerable residents, was 
encouraged through the words of 
such program recipients as Angela, 
who told of the impact TCAA has had 
not only on her but on volunteers as 
well. 

“The breakfast is important be-
cause it makes a difference in my life 
as well as others,” she said. 

According to TCAA director of 
philanthropy Joe Rivera, social isola-
tion and sustained loneliness among 
older adults can create barriers to in-
dividual and community well-being.   

TCAA’s 40-plus years of experi-
ence in delivering programs and serv-
ices that enhance the quality of life for 
seniors helps those community 
members maintain their independ-

ence and dignity.  
The organization began to offer 

senior center-based activities in 1976 
and added a variety of nutrition serv-
ices for seniors in 1981.   

Said Rivera: 
“TCAA works to prevent seniors 

from experiencing isolation, loneli-
ness and serious health risks, so that 
they can age safely in their homes and 
within their community of choice. Our 
senior independence focus combines 
the best of our senior services experi-
ence with our expansive knowledge of 
the target population and the impor-
tance of nutritious, reliable food and 
social connections for healthy aging. 

With help from volunteers and 
donors, Rivera noted, TCAA provides a 
continuum of services to older adults 
including access to lunchtime meals 
and activities at Tempe and Scottsdale 
Senior Centers, transportation, food, 
case management, home-based sup-
port, as well as opportunities to be of 
service. More than 1,000 area seniors 
benefit from these services each year, 
said Rivera.

Group gathers as part of a fundraising event to generate support Tempe Commu-
nity Action Agency’s efforts on behalf of independent living for seniors.

TCAA breakfast raises $26,000 to 
support seniors’ independent living
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Law Offices of

Glynn W.
Gilcrease, JR., P.C.

Certified Specialist
in Injury and

Wrongful Death
Litigation

By the Arizona
Board of Legal
Specialization

I will fight for the
justice you deserve

Glynn W.
Gilcrease, JR., P.C.

288 North Ironwood Drive, Suite 102,
Apache Junction, Arizona 85120

(480) 897-0990

Professional - Efficient - Knowledgeable

4500 S. Lakeshore Drive 
Suite 368 

Tempe, AZ 85282 
480-897-0990
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W. Chandler dog lovers 
invited to join other area 
residents at popular  
Woofstock event 

 
For West Chandler residents who’ve been 

hounding city officials for another run of the pop-
ular Woofstock event, their efforts pay off on Sat-
urday, Nov. 19 at Tumbleweed Park.    

Dog lovers and their well-mannered, leashed 
pups are invited to partake in festivities from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. It promises to be a ‘fur-filled’ day of free 
family fun for all.  

Owners and their pooch can visit the pet-re-
lated vendors and participate in activities that are 
sure to have him (and you) begging to come out 
and play. Activities include:   

• Pet Adoptions are available through local 
non-profit agencies including Maricopa County Ani-
mal Care & Control.  

• Low-Cost Vaccinations are available for pur-
chase through Dignity Veterinary Hospital.  

• Canine Sporting Demonstrations at various 
times throughout the day exhibited by Dog Training 
Elite and the Chandler Police K9 unit.   

• Pet Caricature Drawings & Portraits created 
by local paparazzi.   

• Pet Psychic Readings as told by Terrie Wal-
lace.  

• Puparazzi Photo Contest Voting cast your 

vote for Chandler’s most adorable pups.   
If you think your furry friend is top dog, be 

sure to enter the Puparazzi Photo Contest. Entries 
will be accepted now through Nov. 4.  

Finalists’ photos will be displayed at Woof-
stock, where patrons can vote for the “Pet Lovers 
Choice” Award.  

The cutest pup will win a paw-some gift basket 
valued at $75.  

The contest is open to residents and non-res-
idents of Chandler.   

 In addition to the dog-related fun, pets and 
people alike can enjoy a variety of food and bever-
ages throughout the park. There are no ATMs on 
site; some vendors may accept credit cards.    

Tumbleweed Park is located at 2250 S. 
McQueen Road.



Exceptional care

Breakthrough caring 
Introducing Evernorth Care Group. Our doctors and staff are talented 

medical professionals who keep you healthy with best practices  

and clinical expertise. They also know your kids’ and your pets’ name.  

That’s the reason 9 out of 10 patients recommend us.

It’s how we treat you better. 

Evernorth Care Group is the medical practice division of Cigna HealthCare of Arizona, Inc. All Evernorth Care Group 
services are provided exclusively by or through Cigna HealthCare of Arizona, Inc. and not by Cigna Corporation. The 
Evernorth name, logo and other Evernorth marks are owned by Express Scripts Strategic Development, Inc. © 2022 Evernorth

KASurcouf.com

Kathy Surcouf

480.650.5018
kathysurcouf@gmail.com

Real Estate Consultant, ABR, CRS, GRI
Certifi ed Luxury Home Marketing Specialist

5 T East Valley
An Independent Member Broker

Circle G Ranches Tempe
Beautiful home nestled in the 

heart of the neighborhood
4,185 sqft with 4/4 and a 3/4 acre lot

Off ered at $1,850,000
Trust Your Local Professional



480 687 3505480 687 3505 Leave detailed message Leave detailed message

Private lessons

Dedicated and 
experienced

Enjoys working with 
children

Beginners to 
advanced

New to Chandler

Near to Ray & Rural

PIANO TEACHERPIANO TEACHER

 LA  CASA DE JUANA 

1805 E Elliot Road, Tempe  • Pollack Cinemas Center  •  480-820-0837

DELIVERS A KNOCKOUT WITH 
ITS FRESH AUTHENTIC AND 
MOUTHWATERING FOOD  

If you think you have been to a Mexican 
restaurant lately you probably need to 
reconsider and visit La Casa de Juana. 

The fare is authentic Mexican, and 
when we say authentic, we mean it! 
Upon entering, you’ll be dazzled by the 
colorful décor, beautiful tables and 
chairs, Mexican painted murals, 
colorful banners hanging from the 
ceiling and beautiful art.   

Warm orange and yellow tones echoing 
throughout the eatery will make this 
your favorite Mexican restaurant. Give 
La Casa De Juana a try and enjoy great 
food, awesome salsa,  great service and 
amazing . Don’t forget happy 
hour from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. every  day 
with $  beer (domestic and imports) 
and $3 margaritas. 

This place is a must. The flavorful salsa, 
the delicious margaritas, the 
extraordinary and well-priced food will 
definitely keep you coming back. 

Check out our menu or order online at 
juanashouse.com  
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Screen Service Repair

Follow us on Facebook  -   
facebook.com/mckaystruevalue

McKay’s True Value
480.686.8064
4939 W. Ray Rd. 

Ray & Rural Rd. in Chandler AZ.

McKay’s True Value® is the place for screen 

repair and replacement! The weather is getting 

nice and it’s time to open the windows! You’ll 

get expert service at a fair price on repair 

or replacement of a window, patio and door 

screens. Refresh your old screens–and your 

home– with help from your local True Value.

Feel Better Today! 
Experience the healing power of acupuncture

6101 S Rural Rd Suite 112Tempe, AZ 85284

info@yinrising.com 

(480) 206-6199

Anna Lunaria, 
Ms.Ac. L.Ac. 
CMT CYT CHT

30 years of experience, Specializing in relief from chronic pain 
with Orthopedic, Neurological and Sports Medicine Acupuncture.

$10.00
Off First Visit 

with this ad

“EXCELLENT CARE. EXCELLENT RECOVERY. 
I have had no need for chiropractic service. 
I’ve had no surgeries. I’ve had no pain meds 
in 5 years. I have healing and recovery beyond 
my expectations. I’ve required no PT or other 
methods of injections or nerve burning practices 
since joining Yin Rising.  

amazing.”
 - Google Review

Friendships 
By Glynn Gilcrease 

As we age in life, it seems more 
important than ever to cherish 
and nourish our friendships.  

As the years fly by and we get 
caught up raising families and suc-
ceeding in businesses, we realize that 
friendships are something to be treas-
ured. Abraham Lincoln said that the 
quality of a man’s life can be meas-
ured by the quality of his friendships. 
Lincoln’s words ring so true.  

Everyone is encouraged to reach 
out and connect with a friend. Some-
times we are hesitant when we haven’t 
communicated with a friend for some 
time, but it only takes a minute to 
write and mail a card or a note.  

The response is ususally “Thank 
you, I’ve been thinking about you.” 

Too often we get blocked in com-
municating with friends because we 
want to use “the right words.”  

The right words aren’t fancy, and 
as long as they are heartfelt, there are 
no wrong words. 

Our commuication with friends 
today is made both easier and in some 
ways difficult by modern high tech 
Facebook and Instagram tools, which 
can seem less private and personal.  

The key is to get rid of any fear 
and reach out, whatever the method. 
It’s really special when a friendship 
from the past is rekindled and when a 
current friendship flourishes because 
of communication.  

Reach out! Communicate with a 
friend.  

—  Glynn Gilcrease is a longtime 
Tempe attorney who contributes  
regularly to Wrangler News

BU

COMMENTARY



Sports Notebook . . . with Alex Zener 
    Restrictions lessened, team also celebrates ‘Tac’ Smith’s 25th year

Corona’s cross-country teams are happy to be 
able to compete normally once again after 
dealing with the COVID restrictions, espe-

cially the seniors who have just this one season left 
in their high school career. 

This season is also a big one for head coach 
Patrick “Tac” Smith who will have been Corona’s 
boys cross-country head coach for 25 years. Over 
the years he has had an impact on hundreds of 
student athletes. 

There are eight senior athletes on the boys team 
and two seniors on the girls team who are part of 
Corona’s cross-country team that competed every 

weekend in September. 

Senior Gabriel 
Gonzales was the top 
finisher for the Aztecs in 
three of those four races. 
His best time of 16:27 was 
at the Oja Rojo Invitational 
held Sept. 17 at his favorite 
place to compete, 
Tumbleweed Park.  

“Gabe, in only his 
second year running cross 

country, has become one of 
our top runners,” said Smith. 

“He is an extremely hard worker, following the 
mantra of business before pleasure. He is a potential 
state medalist and is also a varsity wrestler at 
Corona.” 

Gonzales hopes to continue running for a 
community college after graduation. 

Senior Tyler Tisinger, who has been running for 
Corona since he was a freshman, can usually be 
found running neck and neck with Gonzales at 
some point in a race and sometimes finishes either 
right in front of Gonzales or right behind him.  

For instance, Tisinger finished ahead of Gonzales 
to take 10th place at the Fountain Hills Invitational 
held Sept. 10 at Fountain Hills Park with a time of 
16:38.15, his fastest time in September. 

“Tyler is one of the top runners in the state,” said 
Smith. “He was a state medalist last year, took 
fourth place in the state track meet in the 800 his 

junior year and was fourth in the 1600 his 
sophomore year.”  

“He’s a super student who will go to college for 
running and academics.” 

Grant Murad has consistently been the third or 
fourth runner to cross the finish line for Corona this 
season. He was the third runner at the Chandler 
Invitational held Sept. 3 at Tumbleweed Park, taking 
66th place out of 164 racers with a time of 18:59.6 
early in the season. 

Murad was also the third Corona runner at the 
Desert Twilight XC Festival help Sept. 30 at Coyote 
Run Golf Course with an improved time of 17:37.9. 

“Grant is a four-year runner for Corona with 
three varsity letters. He unfortunately spent last year 
injured, but is now healthy and making a big 
comeback,” said Smith. “We are looking for big 
things for him by the end of the year.”  

Senior Andrew Davis-Boerner is another one of 
Corona’s top runner consistently finishing as the 
third for fourth runner from Corona. 

For instance, Davis-Boerner, was the fourth 
runner taking 73rd place out of 164 racers at the 
Chandler Invitational and was second at the Oja 
Rojo Invitational taking 66th place out of 294 
runner on Sept. 17 with a time of 17:31.4.  

“Andrew is another one of our athletes who has 
run cross-country all four years despite also being 
one of Corona’s best soccer players. He is becoming 
an outstanding runner who has shown huge 
improvement this year,” said Smith. “ 

Ben Brower has been part of Corona’s cross-
country team for three years. His best time this 
season was 20:32 at the Chandler Invitational. 

“Ben has improved tremendously this year after 
missing a year due to COVID,” said Smith. “He is 
also an outstanding member of the Corona Choir.”  

Logan Sywak has run cross country for the 
Aztecs all four years. His best time was 21:31.6 at 
the Chandler Invitational, while senior Adam 
Soussi has been running cross country for Corona 
for three years.  

“Logan is another one of our runners who has 
vastly improved this year, and Adam has also shown 

big improvement as well,” said Smith. “Logan is the 
best pacer on the team and Adam is our big kicker 
in races.” 

Diego Frausto is another one of Corona’s 
seniors who has been runninf on the cross-country 
team all four years of his high school career. 

Brian Crane, in his sixth year as Corona’s girls 
head coach, has two seniors on his cross-country 
team this fall, Taylor McClane and Kelsey 
Gunning. 

This year is McClane’s first on Corona’s cross-
country team but she did compete at her old school 
before transferring to Corona. 

“We are lucky to have Taylor,” said Crane. “Taylor 
is a hard worker who is involved in many activities 
other than cross-country, including R.O.T.C, which 
she plans to continue when she studies business at 
ASU next year.”  

“Taylor is our seventh runner on varsity, plus she 
also plans on running track and field this spring.” 

Gunning runs both cross-country and track for 
Corona. 

“Kelsey took last season off but is now back 
running XC for her third season at Corona,” said 
Crane. “I am so happy to have Kelsey back. She is a 
natural leader who I can count on to finish 
workouts strong and motivate the younger athletes. 
Last track season, Kelsey made state in the 300m 
hurdles.” 

The Aztecs have one more meet, the Titan 
Invitational coming Oct. 13 to Crossroads Park, 
before the sectionals and state tournament which 
starts Nov. 2. 

The Southeast Section is to be held at 
Crossroads, with the Girls Division 1 Southeast 
starting at 10:45 a.m. and Boys Division I Southeast 
at 11:15 a.m. 

The Division I Cross Country State 
Championships will be Nov. 12 at Cave Creek Golf 
Course. 

The Aztecs’ last event will be the NXR Southwest 
Regional Championships on Nov. 19, scheduled to 
be held at Coyote Run Golf Course at Leisure World. 
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Alex Zener



Back row: Diego Frausto, Andrew Davies-Boerner, Logan Sywak, Taylor McClane, Tyler Tisinger, Kelsey Gunning, Grant Murad, Adam Soussi; Front row: Gabriel Gonzales, Ben Brower. 
       — Photo courtesy Janell Davies 
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Marcos de Niza football fans showed up Friday 
night as the team blew out Tucson Amphithe-
ater High School, 55-7. The stout Padres gave 
up only seven points, they improved their 
record to 4-0 on the season. As stated prior to 
the start of the season, coach Anthony Figue-
roa said the team never wanted to experience 
what they went through last year. And now 
sitting at 4-0 with no signs of slowing down, the 
Padres have a promising look at a deep post-
season run.  

— Wrangler News photos by Billy Hardiman 
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Local artists 
take the stage 
at Tempe Jam 

on Oct. 21 

Tempe Veterans Day 
Parade is Nov. 11 
 

Tempe will continue its 
annual tradition of honoring 
military veterans with a Veterans 
Day parade on Friday, Nov. 11. 
The parade will begin at 10 a.m. 
at ASU Gammage and proceed 
north on Mill Avenue, conclud-
ing at Tempe Beach Park at Mill 

Avenue and Rio Salado 
Parkway.   

Veterans Day Parade 
participants include 
members of the Tempe City 
Council, Boy Scout and Girl 
Scout troops, local school 
marching bands, community 

members, veterans’ groups 
and many more.  

Join in the patriotic fun 
of this hometown tradition! 

For more information on 
the Tempe Veterans Day 
Parade or to register your 
group to participate, visit 
downtowntempe.com.  

Shape the 
Tempe of 
tomorrow

October 2022

Show us what you’d like 
Tempe to be in 2050 at the 
Tempe Tomorrow General 
Plan 2050 Public Meeting.  

Share your ideas for 
development, land use, 
transportation, historic 
preservation, neighbor- 
hoods, art, open space and 
everything else that makes 
Tempe unique.  

This event is intended 
for everyone who lives or 
works in Tempe to come 
and learn about the plan 
and ask questions while 
enjoying free refreshments, 
music and entertainment. 
Join us Wednesday, Oct. 26, 
from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at 
LEGOLAND Discovery 
Center at Arizona Mills Mall, 
5000 Arizona Mills Circle. 
Admission is free. Get 
details at tempe.gov/ 2050 
or email 2050@tempe.gov. 

Take in the local vibe 
at Tempe Jam, a free 
music celebration 
featuring local bands 
The Stakes, Paper Foxes 
and Banana Gun with 
performances by local 
dance crew The Sacred 
G’s.  

Tie dye your own free 
event shirt, check out 
the food trucks and grab 
a beverage from the beer 
and wine garden run by 
Tempe Diablos.  

There’s something for 
every musical palette. 
The event is 7-10 p.m. at 
the Tempe Sports 
Complex, 8401 S. Hardy 
Drive. 

The showcase will 
launch the next Tempe 
Playlist, a Tempe 
Community Arts 
program that brings 
songs together from 
local musicians – a 
uniquely Tempe 
experience.  

Learn more at tempe. 
gov/TempePlaylist. 

Fall family fun at Tempe golf courses  — As the temperatures drop, bring the whole family for some 
fun at Sunday Family Days. Every Sunday starting at noon, families get a free youth green fee with each paying adult 
at Ken McDonald and Rolling Hills golf courses. Enjoy gorgeous views, excellent course conditions and affordable 
rates. Visit tempe.gov/golf to book your tee times and view current promotions. 
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For Sale 
 

Former B&B in Mancos, CO—  Historic 5 

bedroom former B&B with separate 2 bed-

room carriage house on .83 acres in the 

heart of beautiful Mancos, Colorado. Of-

fered at $849,000 Photos and more infor-
mation at www.mancosrealestate.com 

Wanted 

 
Great Harvest Bread Co. is looking for 
customer svc and baking team members. 
Pay is DOE. Call 480-777-1141 or stop in 
& apply at 1730 E. Warner Rd, Tempe. 
 

Services 
Spanish Tutoring (Grades 6-12) Virtual or 
In-Person — Does your child need 
support with Spanish? I am an AZ certified 
Spanish teacher with 15 yrs. of experi-
ence. I hold a B.A. and M.Ed. Email me at 
wellsd59@gmail.com  or call 602-525-
0634. 

Concrete — All your concrete needs. 
Quality concrete work, slabs, footings , 
pavers , re-route sprinklers, hard 
landscaping. Tempe based since 
1996.nice guys. tel, text 480 215 3373 e 
mail rchildcustomcarpentry@cox.net. Lic, 
bonded and Ins.  
Contracting — Triple G Contracting, your 
contractor for life: concrete, tile, roofing, 
painting inside & out, laminate flooring, 

electrical, garage floor epoxy, block. 480-
787-8455  
Garage Door — Garage Door Service, 
Broken Springs Replaced.  Prompt 
professional service, Repair & Installation, 
no extra charge for evenings and 
weekends. Not a licensed contractor. 480-
251-8610.  Handyman — Honey-Do 
Handyman – General Repair and 
Maintenance. Electrical, home 
entertainment hookups, plumbing, install 
ceiling fans, fixtures, phone jacks and 
most repair jobs. Clean, neat and 
dependable. 25 years’ experience. Not a 
licensed contractor - Make your list and 
call Ron 480-233-1834 or 480-736-1599.  
House Cleaning — PERSONAL TOUCH 
CLEANING - Serving the Valley for Over 25 
Years. Affordable Service with Quality and  

Reliability. All Supplies Furnished. 
Excellent references. 480-838-4066 or 
602-481-7000  
Painting — Village Painting – 
Interior/Exterior painting, drywall repair 
with texture matching, custom faux 
finishes, and cabinets. Small jobs also 
welcome. (ROC#069679) CALL  (480) 
814-1588. 10/21 

Pool Equipment repair/replacement—

Weekly Service, GREEN pool Clean-ups , 

the only company where the owner has a 

degree in hydrology! Insured, Certified 

Pool Operator, Arizona Oasis Pool Service 

& Repair, 480-694-1158.   

Remodeling — JAK Construction Inc. – 

Specializing in all phases of construction. 

Rain gutters, Downspouts, Aluminum and 

Vinyl siding, AZ rooms, replacement 

windows & doors, overhang trims/eaves. 

We love small jobs! Call (480) 820-8711. 

Licensed, bonded and insured. ROC  

#112275.  

 
Personal services — Do you feel like you 
need to detoxify your body? Self-Centered 
Detox & Rejuvenation is a brand-new 
boutique spa that recently opened in 
McClintock Fountains. Our services 
support your body's natural ability to 
detoxify and enhance your immune 
system.Contact 
manager@self-centeredspa.com  

 

Wrangler News Classifieds • Place your ad at wranglernews.com/classifieds
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REMODEL CONTRACTOR
Do it right the first time, 

hire a quality, licensed contractor with 
30 years experience.  
Tempe Specialist

FREE ESTIMATES
R. Child Custom Carpentry

480.215.3373
RChildCustomCarpentry@cox.net

Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Announcements appearing in our 
Neighborhood Services section are placed by 
local business owners who want to be a reliable 
go-to source that you can trust now and in the 
future. Ads in this section appear in 6 
consecutive issues at a cost of $150, plus tax, 
which includes an accompanying classified ad  
at no additional charge. Call 480-966-0837 for 
information. Note that ads appearing on this page 
expire with the date shown on your invoice. Please 
call 10 days in advance to ensure no lapse in your 
ad’s appearance. 

 

J.A.K. 
CONSTRUCTION INC.

SPECIALIZING IN 

480-820-8711

SEAMLESS 
RAIN GUTTERS

ALUM. SIDING • WINDOWS  
TRIM • AZ ROOMS

kjelandscape.com • ROC#281191

480-586-8445

• One Month Free Service

• Licensed, Bonded Insured
for your protection.

• Call or Text for a Free Quote

Complete Lawn Service 
& Weed Control

$60/Month!

Your Honey-Do
HANDYMAN

GENERAL REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE
ELECTRICAL
HOME ENTERTAINMENT HOOKUPS
FAN INSTALLATIONS
PLUMBING
CARPENTRY

RON MINER
480-233-1834

Not a licensed contractor

D
Paint, Drywall & 
Wall Covering

Commercial & Residential

480-326-0851
Licensed & Bonded • ROC#240852

Whether it’s your 
home or your office, 

you name it,
we’ll paint it.

Call 480-233-6561 
Contactless quoting and cleaning
www.extrememediablast.com

We clean pool tile, fountains and 
water features by removing calcium 

and other build-ups, restoring 
surfaces to like-new condition!

TILE/STONE
Lukert Tile Inc.

Serving the Valley since 1974
• Lic # ROC137050• Lic # ROC137050
• Bonded and Insured• Bonded and Insured
• Tile and stone installations  • Tile and stone installations  

  

• FREE ESTIMATES• FREE ESTIMATES
Call Bob Lukert 480-510-4650Call Bob Lukert 480-510-4650

Discounts to Wrangler ReadersDiscounts to Wrangler Readers480-694-1158

Weekly Service. Equipment Repair/ 
Replacement GREEN Pool Clean-Ups

CALL TODAY  
for a free water quality assessment
10% off all drains
No worries 
Just jump in!

ARIZONA OASIS  
Pool Service & Repair

Your Contractor for Life
ROC# 322729 | Licensed & Bonded

Concrete
Tile

Inside/Outside Paint
Pavers

Electrical

Block

  480-787-8455480-787-8455

This space 
now 

open.  
Call for 
details.
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Wrangler News is distributed every 
other Saturday throughout the year to 20,000 
homes & rack locations in Tempe & Chandler 

 

Founder/Publisher: Don Kirkland 

Lead Photographer: Billy Hardiman 

Content Development: Andrew Lowowski 

 
 

Contributors: 
Alex Zener,  M.V. Moorhead, Janie Magruder, 

Sally Mesarosh, Nicole Greason, 

Meghann Sepulveda, Cliff Summerhill 
 
 

The Valley’s Best 
Community Newspaper’ 

            — Phoenix magazine 

 

Published since 1991 by Newslink LLC 
Offices: Warner Century Plaza 

2145 E. Warner Road, Ste. 102 Tempe, AZ 85284 

(480) 966-0845 

Press Option 1 for your call to be directed 

 

CALL US TO LEARN HOW WE CAN HELP 

YOU PROMOTE YOUR TEMPE AND 

WEST CHANDLER ENDEAVORS 

 

Articles appearing in this publication represent the 
opinion of the writer and not necessarily that of 
Wrangler News or Newslink LLC. Acceptance of 

advertising does not constitute an endorsement of the 
described products or services. We reserve the right to 

reject advertising or other content we feel does not 
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