
E
vergreen Public Library as well as 15 other
public libraries in San Jose are now open
seven days a week.  

Expanding hours of operations means an ex‐
pansion of essential library services available to
San Jose residents every day of the week ‐ includ‐
ing more frequent access to physical materials;
programs and events; technology, such as com‐
puters and printers; and in‐person support for
every member of the community.  

This historic move comes after the City Coun‐
cil approved the Fiscal Year 2022‐2023 Operat‐
ing Budget on June 21, 2022, which included the
library’s expansion of hours, and is in direct re‐
sponse to the community’s request for Sunday
hours at the library.   

“Libraries are critical resources and the
lifeblood of our communities. For the first time in
history, we will expand access to the vital servic‐
es they provide to include Sundays, something
deeply desired by our residents,” said San Jose
Mayor Sam Liccardo. “We know that increasing
availability to our libraries, especially in our low‐
er‐resourced communities, creates a pathway
for success among students, job seekers, fami‐
lies, and community members.” 

In addition to Sunday hours offered at SJPL’s
main location the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Li‐
brary, located in downtown San Jose; SJPL will

pilot Sunday hours from noon‐5 p.m. at the fol‐
lowing branch libraries:  
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Pipeline extension
project will provide
22,000 gallons of
water per minute  
– SEE PAGE 2

Alumnae recall
Presentation High
School's 60-year
history  
SEE PAGE 18

Test results unknown
California is withholding latest 

student school test results
– SEE PAGE 4

Thaniya Shankar 
of Evergreen 
receives Strauss
Foundation Award
$15,000 public service
scholarship to carry out
project in her senior year

Thaniya Shankar of Ever‐
green Valley has recently
been awarded the Donald A.

Strauss Scholarship. 
Shankar was one of 12 selected

scholars among more than 300 ap‐
plicants from across 22 California
schools encouraged to apply to re‐
ceive this public service scholar‐
ship. 

The Strauss scholarships fund
See SCHOLARSHIP, page 2

EVERGREEN PUBLIC LIBRARY NOW OPEN 7 DAYS PER WEEK

More than half of
San Jose Public 
Library branches
now open Sundays

St. Francis of Assisi
of Evergreen  
Stanford Blood
Drive: October 22

S
t. Francis of Assisi of Evergreen is
sponsoring a Stanford Blood Drive
on Saturday, Oct. 22 from 8 a.m. to 2

p.m. at the St. Francis Community Center
located at 5111 San Felipe Rd in Ever‐
green.

The event is open to the public and any
and all eligible donors are encouraged to
come by that Saturday and become a
blood donor. 

Due to the large number of company
sponsors being shut down, there is cur‐
rently a shortage of blood types, so your
donation can make a difference. Please
wear your mask.

Residents are encouraged to sign‐up in
advance in order to minimize wait times.  

To register, call Tom at (408) 476‐6104
or visit:  https://sbcdonor.org/donor/
schedules/drive_schedule/10048

1. Alviso
2. Dr. Roberto Cruz- 

Alum Rock
3. Bascom 
4. Berryessa
5. Biblioteca 

Latinoamericana
6. Cambrian
7. East San Jose Carnegie

8. Edenvale
9. Education Park
10. Evergreen
11. Hillview
12. Joyce Ellington 
13. Seven Trees
14. Tully Community
15. Vineland
16. West Valley

To kick-off SJPL’s new Sunday hours expansion,
Mayor Sam Liccardo and City Librarian Jill Bourne
welcome the community with special remarks and
a community countdown to open the doors of the
Berryessa Branch Library on Sunday Oct. 2.  Mis-
ter Softee served free ice cream sundaes for the
community.  
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Scholarship
Continued from page 1
public‐service projects that the
students have proposed and will
carry out during their junior or
senior year. 

The Donald A. Strauss Public
Service Scholarship Foundation,
established as a memorial to the
late Don Strauss of Newport
Beach, is designed to award
$15,000 scholarships to as many
as 15 California college sopho‐
mores and juniors annually.

Shankar plans to recruit vol‐
unteers from University of Cali‐
fornia Riverside to mentor and
support elementary students on
the autism spectrum at under‐
served schools in San Bernardi‐
no City Unified School District. 

To address the educational
barriers that exist in the Kinder‐
garten to 6th grade public
school educational system for
students with autism spectrum
disorder, Thaniya Shankar pro‐
posed the mentorship program
Project LEAD (Learn, Encour‐
age, Advocate, and Develop) to
allow college students from Uni‐
versity of California, Riverside
to mentor elementary students
on the spectrum in the San
Bernardino City Unified School
District, an under‐resourced

community. 
Students with autism display

their own unique challenges
that can benefit from individual‐
ized support. This program will
not only promote a sense of
community and belonging to
autistic students, but also estab‐
lish and strengthen academic
and social skills that most autis‐
tic students lack. 

By fostering peer mentor rela‐
tionships for students with
autism at the elementary school
age level, there will be an in‐
crease in academic and social
success in their educational
journey and beyond, empower‐
ing the neurodivergent commu‐
nity to pursue postsecondary
education and employment op‐
portunities. 

Project LEAD volunteers will
curate lesson plans that not only
allow autistic students to catch
up to the mainstream academic
curriculum, but also help with
personal development and in‐
terpersonal skills, such as or‐
ganization, abstract thinking,
and communication.

This program will not only
promote a sense of community
and belonging to autistic stu‐
dents, but also establish and
strengthen academic and social
skills that most autistic students
lack.

Valley Water Cross Valley
Pipeline Extension Project
will provide 22,000 gallons
of water per minute   
The water flow will provide benefits
to wildlife and habitat 

Valley Water work at Anderson
Dam is progressing on schedule.

The project will ensure Coyote
Creek and the Coyote Percolation
Pond in South San José have sufficient
water to recharge groundwater and
support the surrounding habitat and
wildlife who depend on it. 

To achieve this, Valley Water is un‐
dertaking the Cross Valley Pipeline Ex‑
tension Project, which will extend an
existing pipeline by about 1.25 miles
so that water will feed into Coyote
Creek near the Coyote Creek Golf
Club. Currently, that water can only be
released into Coyote Creek about one‐quarter mile below
Anderson Dam.

Once completed, Valley Water will be able to provide up
to 22,000 gallons of water a minute directly into Coyote
Creek. 

The water will flow downstream and percolate within
Coyote Creek and the Coyote Percolation Pond just north
of Metcalf Road, replenishing the groundwater aquifer in
Coyote Valley and South San José. 

In addition to the water supply benefit, the flow of water
will provide benefits to wildlife and habitat along Coyote
Creek.

Valley Water is currently working on five projects con‐

nected to the Anderson Dam Seismic Retrofit Project in an
effort to strengthen the existing dam and spillway so it can
safely withstand a large earthquake.

Two of the projects are currently under construction, in‐
cluding our work to build a larger outlet tunnel next to An‐
derson Dam. This larger outlet tunnel will allow Valley Wa‐
ter to release more water safely during major storms or
emergencies.

Valley Water recently completed a milestone on the tun‐
nel project by reinforcing the hillside with steel bars and
concrete. In October, Valley Water’s contractor plans to be‐

gin digging a tunnel roughly 24‐feet in
diameter through the concrete layer
and hillside.

The original Coyote Creek Flood
Protection Project was split into two
projects to accommodate building the
new outlet tunnel at Anderson Dam.
Valley Water is accelerating the design
and construction of the Coyote Creek
Flood Management Measures Project
so that the creek can handle the poten‐
tial release of higher flows from the
larger outlet tunnel at Anderson Dam.

Valley Water anticipates beginning
work to retrofit the dam in 2025, a
project that will last about seven
years. Once completed, Valley Water

will again be able to fill Anderson Reservoir to capacity.
On June 22, 2022, the Department of Water Resources

(DWR) awarded Valley Water $5.8 million to help fund this
vital infrastructure project.

“I would like to thank the California Department of Wa‐
ter Resources for making critical investments in our state’s
water infrastructure,” Valley Water Chair Pro Tem John L.
Varela said. “The southern portions of San Jose and Santa
Clara County primarily rely on groundwater for their wa‐
ter supply. This critical project will help us maintain our
groundwater levels and continue ensuring residents and
businesses have a reliable water supply.”

Coyote Ponds, also known as Metcalf Ponds.
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San Jose
sign thieves
caught in
the act

By Loan‑Anh Pham
San José Spotlight

E
lection signs are disappear‐
ing across San Jose, and local
candidates are asking

would‐be thieves to keep off the
grass.

It’s part of an ongoing trend
that candidates say disrupts the
democratic process.

San Jose Councilmember Matt
Mahan, who is running for mayor,
said hundreds of campaign signs
have disappeared in the span of a
few weeks — and there is video
evidence of some thefts. His cam‐
paign has distributed more than
5,000 signs and replacing missing
ones is costing the campaign
thousands of dollars.

One video obtained by Mahan’s
campaign filmed on Aug. 28
shows home security camera
footage of a car pulling up to a res‐
idence as a passenger runs out
and removes a sign before leav‐
ing. In another video obtained by
the campaign and filmed on Sept.
23, an individual walks up to a
campaign banner outside of a
business, and removes it from a
chain‐link fence. San José Spot‐
light reviewed both videos, one of
which clearly shows Mahan’s
name on the sign being stolen.

While the thieves are unidenti‐
fied, Mahan said the scale of the
thefts indicate more than random
vandalism.

“San Jose is better than this. We
should embrace debate and dis‐
cussion—not make our politics so
toxic that people feel that theft is
an appropriate response to politi‐
cal disagreement,” Mahan told
San José Spotlight. “I certainly call
upon my opponent Cindy Chavez
to send a clear message to her
supporters that theft and vandal‐
ism are wrong. All campaigns
should do that—and I am certain‐
ly asking my supporters not to re‐
taliate.”

Santa Clara County Supervisor
Cindy Chavez’s mayoral campaign
is facing the same problem, said
Brian Parvizshahi, a spokesper‐
son for her campaign. 

“(Supporters) feel proud to put

(out) a sign to show their support.
And then they feel violated when
it’s stolen from them,” Parvizshahi
told San José Spotlight. “If some‐
one supporting Cindy is taking
down Mahan signs—please stop.
It’s not being helpful. We hope the
Mahan campaign would encour‐
age the same.”

Campaign signs were targets
ahead of the June primary elec‐
tion, which experts said could be
particularly damaging for first‐
time candidates who need to
build name recognition and visi‐
bility. Some candidates have also

faced opposition mailers and digi‐
tal text campaigns, efforts that are
often funded by special interest
groups. It doesn’t stop there: tran‐
sitions of power between succes‐
sors and predecessors of an office
can also be rife with conflict.

Lifting lawn signs
The stolen signs aren’t unique

only to the San Jose mayor’s race.
Irene Smith, a San Jose City

Council District 3 candidate, said
her signs have gone missing too.
She said stolen or vandalized
campaign signs indicate a political

See SIGNS, page 7

By Dan Walters 

T
he California Department of
Education is — for no ra‐
tional reason — refusing to

release results of last spring’s aca‐
demic tests, which are likely to be
negative. 

California’s Department of Edu‐
cation has finally acknowledged
the obvious: It is arbitrarily delay‐
ing the release of results from this
year’s round of academic testing. 

In years past, scores from the
spring Smarter Balanced tests of
academic achievement have been
released in late summer or early
fall, but this year, the department
denied a request for statewide re‐
sults even though it authorized in‐
dividual districts to make their
data available. 

Why? 
Mary Nicely, chief deputy state

superintendent for instruction,
told EdSource, a website devoted
to California education issues,
which had requested the data,
that the numbers would be re‐
leased as part of a “dashboard”
that includes other “metrics” on
how schools are performing. 

“We are on track to release the
data as we did last year. If we can
come out sooner, we will,” she
said. “We are not withholding
anything; people are working
hard to finalize the data.” 

That doesn’t wash. 
There’s absolutely no reason

that data already given to school
districts should not be made pub‐
lic now and included in the “dash‐
board” later. 

It’s likely that the test results
will show a sharp decline in the
abilities of California’s school chil‐
dren in basic skills, such as read‐
ing and math, due to the state’s
shutdowns of schools during the
COVID‐19 pandemic. 

State officials probably want to
sugarcoat the bad news by delay‐
ing it until after the Nov. 3 election
and combining it with other mate‐
rial that would dilute its impor‐
tance. Tony Thurmond, the state
schools superintendent, will be
on the ballot along with Gov.
Gavin Newsom and other Demo‐
cratic officeholders and while all
are favored to win reelection, bad
news on schools would be embar‐
rassing. 

We know that the post‐pan‐
demic test results are likely to be
disappointing. That’s been the
pattern in other states. Los Ange‐
les Unified has already released
its quite negative test results, re‐
versing about five years of grad‐
ual progress in the state’s largest
school system. 

In L.A. Unified, about 72% of
students did not meet state stan‐
dards in math, five percentage
points higher than pre‐pandemic
testing. In English, 58% were sub‐
par, two points higher. 

“The pandemic deeply impact‐
ed the performance of our students,”

See TESTING, page 6
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CosmeCon held at Eastridge Mall 
with VIP Champagne Happy Hour

Eastridge Mall recently held their annual CosmeCon annual beauty conven-
tion.The free event included cosmetics giveaways, speakers, pop-up shops,
raffles, and several other activities.

Headliner LaLa Romero spoke about beauty, women in business, and her
experiences bringing neighborhood styles to the world. 

The event closed with an exclusive Champagne Happy Hour and mixer for
VIP guests.

OP ED

California is withholding latest
student school test results

Lawn signs, long a staple during election season, have been disappearing since
the June primary. Candidates from various campaigns have reported signs as
stolen or missing. Photo by Loan-Anh Pham.
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Testing
Continued from page 4
said L.A. Unified Superintendent Alberto
Carvalho. “Particularly kids who were at
risk, in a fragile condition, prior to the pan‐
demic, as we expected, were the ones who
have lost the most ground.” 

If L.A. Unified had enough guts to tell its
voters and parents the harsh truth, there’s
no valid rationale for Thurmond not to do
so for the entire state. 

After its request for statewide results
was denied, EdSource pressed the issue
with a letter from its attorney requesting
reconsideration. 

“EdSource considers delay tantamount
to denial as it effectively robs the public of
its vital role in overseeing the CDE (Depart‐
ment of Education) and individual districts
and in holding both accountable to its stu‐

dents and the public. This is especially im‐
portant during what continues to be one of
the most challenging and impactful times
to our educational system due to the
COVID pandemic,” EdSource attorney
Duffy Carolan wrote. 

EdSource’s letter told the Department of
Education that it “cannot identify any ‘pub‐
lic’ interest in non‐disclosure that could
justify its denial position, let alone an inter‐
est that ‘clearly outweighs’ the substantial
public interest in access to this informa‐
tion.” 

This is not only a politically tinged edu‐
cation issue but a major test for the state’s
Public Records Act, which allows public
agencies to withhold information only un‐
der extreme circumstances. If records can
be withheld for obvious political purposes
in this case, the Public Records Act might as
well be junked entirely. 

Dan Walters is a CalMatters columnist.

East Side Union
High School District
amends policy for
serving meals

E
ast Side Union High School District to‐
day announced an amendment to its
policy for serving meals to students

under the National School Lunch and
School Breakfast Programs for 2022‐2023
school year.  

East Side Union High School District is
offering breakfast and lunch free for all
students. 

Federal mandated nutrition standards
for school meals are in effect, ensuring
that meals are healthy and well‐balanced,
and providing students all the nutrition
they need to succeed at school.  

School meals offer students milk, fruits
and vegetables, proteins, and grains, and
they must meet strict limits on saturated
fat, sodium, calorie, and portion size re‐
quirements.  School lunches will meet
standards requiring:

• Age‐appropriate calorie limits
• Larger servings of vegetables and

fruits (students must take a least one serv‐
ing of produce)

• A wider variety of vegetables, includ‐
ing dark green and red/orange vegetables
and legumes

• Fat‐free or 1% milk (flavored milk
must be fat‐free)

• All whole grains

• Less sodium
All students will be served lunch and

breakfast at no charge at the following
sites:

• Andrew P Hill High School
• Calero High School
• Foothill High School
• Independence High School
• James Lick High School
• Mt Pleasant High School
• Oak Grove High School
• WC Overfelt High School
• Yerba Buena High School
• Evergreen Valley High School
• Piedmont Hills High School
• Santa Teresa High School
• Silver Creek High School
• Adult Transition Program North
• San Jose Conservation Corp
In accordance with federal civil rights

law and U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) civil rights regulations and poli‐
cies, this institution is prohibited from
discriminating on the basis of race, color,
national origin, sex (including gender
identity and sexual orientation), disabili‐
ty, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior
civil rights activity.

For additional information please con‑
tact: Sonia Vargas, Child Nutrition Services,
830 N Capitol Avenue San Jose, CA 95133,
408‑347‑5191, vargass@esuhsd.org.



Fourteen people
died on San Jose
streets — in one
month

By Tran Nguyen
San José Spotlight

S
anta Clara County might see another
record breaking year in homeless
deaths, with 14 people dying on the

streets in September alone.
As of Sept. 23, 167 unhoused people have

died in Santa Clara County this year—
roughly 73% of them died in San Jose, ac‐
cording to county’s data. The number is fol‐
lowing an alarming trend the region has
seen in the last decade.

“It’s an avalanche,” homeless advocate
Shaunn Cartwright, who also helps organ‐
ize the annual memorial for those who died
on the streets, told San José Spotlight.
“We’re right on track to hit the same num‐
ber from last year again.”

The number of unhoused deaths in the
region has significantly grown in the last
few years. According to a 2017 study done
by the county, homeless deaths in the heart
of Silicon Valley jumped 164% between
2011 and 2016, from 50 deaths to 132. The
number has only grown larger since then—
with 172 deaths in 2019 and 227 deaths in
2020. The county saw a staggering 250
homeless deaths last year—the highest in
the last decade.

The growing number is a sobering re‐
minder of the cruel reality for thousands of
unhoused people, and the failures of local
lawmakers to protect the most vulnerable
in the community. Despite unprecedented
efforts from the county and city to address
the growing homelessness crisis, their
work continues to fall short. Residents are
becoming homeless at a faster rate than
people are being housed. Santa Clara saw

its unhoused population grow 3% during
the pandemic, totaling 10,028 people as of
this February.

Roughly 60 homeless deaths this year
were drug‐related, and county officials vow
to not let up on finding solutions—such as
temporary shelters, permanent homes and
mental health and substance use services.

“No deaths are acceptable,” Santa Clara
County Supervisor Susan Ellenberg, who
has co‐led efforts to address the mental
health and substance use crisis in the re‐
gion, told San José Spotlight. “We have to
work harder and smarter and faster to get
people into treatment and into stable hous‐
ing so that we can end that circumstance of
people dying on our streets.”

Supervisor Otto Lee, who is also pushing
for more mental health and substance use
services, said the county needs to do more
to prevent these deaths. Lee and Ellenberg
recently demanded county officials take
immediate action on a number of delayed
projects that would help combat the crisis.

"It’s heartbreaking, especially since
many of these deaths could have been pre‐
vented," Lee told San José Spotlight. "We’re
pushing county administration to quicken
the expansion of services, beds, and treat‐
ment, but we also need a more concerted
effort to get more Narcan to our unhoused
residents and encampments. We’re making
progress but not swiftly enough."

San Jose mayoral candidate and Santa
Clara County Supervisor Cindy Chavez said
she's particularly concerned with the num‐
ber of people dying of fentanyl overdoses.

"We need to continue to expand detox
beds, make Narcan readily available to re‐
verse the effects of overdosing on opioids—
including fentanyl—and hire more police
and fire personnel which has been devas‐
tated these past few years," Chavez told San
José Spotlight. "To prevent these needless
deaths, we can’t abide by San Jose’s current
status quo that has governed our city."

San Jose mayoral candidate and Coun‐
cilmember Matt Mahan said building more
temporary, quick‐build housing on public
land such as the county Fairgrounds could

be a solution.
"Our current homeless policies are liter‐

ally a death sentence for many homeless
residents," Mahan told San José Spotlight.
"We need to make sure every city in our
county and every county in California is do‐
ing their fair share, so San Jose is not over‐
burdened as we struggle to solve this hu‐
manitarian crisis."

Six of the 14 homeless deaths this month
happened during the weeklong heatwave
when temperatures hit 109 degrees. Ac‐
cording to the county's data, at least one un‐
housed person died a day between Sept. 5
and Sept. 9. The causes of death in these
cases are still pending, but county officials

confirmed with advocates at least three
homeless people died from the heat.

Todd Langton, an advocate with the
group Agape Silicon Valley, said the county
failed to plan for water needs during the
heatwave. Many local organizations rely on
the county for supplies such as bottled wa‐
ter, but he said supply was limited during
the hottest days of the year.

"It just left me with the impression that
there's a lack of planning, a lack of care and
a lack of concern at the county level," Lang‐
ton told San José Spotlight. "Something has
got to change, and our county and our city
needs to find its soul, because it was lost
long ago."
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Signs
Continued from page 4
climate that is intolerant of other candi‐
dates and viewpoints.

“It’s not so minor because it’s suppress‐
ing the right to free speech in a political
process. It’s a right that we all guarantee,”
Smith told San José Spotlight. “We should
take it more seriously than the Halloween
(toilet papering) of a house.”

Smith said each sign that goes missing
means a volunteer or herself takes extra
time to replace them. Her campaign is us‐
ing cable ties to help residents secure signs
to their homes.

Lawn signs represent a campaign’s fi‐
nancial efforts and should be left alone,
said Omar Torres, also a candidate in the
District 3 race. He said more than 50 signs
have been taken from his campaign.

“I hope that lawn signs are not being tak‐
en out of spite,” Torres told San José Spot‐
light. “Before a supporter of a candidate
steals a lawn sign, they should think of all
the hard work the candidate has done to

get such an expensive lawn sign and invest‐
ment from their donors as well.”

Bien Doan, a San Jose City Council Dis‐
trict 7 candidate, estimated hundreds of
his signs have gone missing from residents’
yards and local businesses. Stealing a sign
can constitute petty theft, a misdemeanor
punishable by imprisonment and/or fines
up to $1,000 in California.

“Stealing signs is a very minor symptom
of the more concerning problems our (Dis‐
trict 7) community faces, such as experi‐
encing the highest violent crime rate in the
city,” Doan told San José Spotlight.

District 7 Councilmember Maya Esparza
felt the stolen sign pain during the June pri‐
mary, a concerning trend that limits civic
engagement, said campaign spokesperson
Nick Kaspar. The campaign has not yet dis‐
tributed signs for the general election.

The consequences of vandalized and
stolen campaign signs go deeper than just
politics, officials like Mahan said.

“It matters because we all want to live in
a city where people obey the law and polit‐
ical differences are addressed with de‐
bate,” Mahan said, “Not theft.”

Rows of makeshift tombstones filled the plaza outside the Santa Clara County Government Center dur-
ing the 2021 homeless deaths memorial. Photo by Tran Nguyen.
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Op-Ed 

The growing 
popularity of 
Pickleball   
P

ickleball has quickly gained popularity
in the U.S. in the past year because of its
ease of entry into the sport and it’s also

fun to play. 
Evergreen community college has eight

nicely built Pickleball courts that attract en‐
thusiastic players every day; it's particularly a
great fortune to residents living in the Ever‐
green area. 

My family began using it a few weeks ago,
mainly as a family/friend activity using the
fields of our Evergreen district schools for
leisure exercise after school hours. 

Unfortunately, I had a not‐that‐good expe‐
rience toward the end when I played Pickle‐
ball with my family and friends last time. So I
decided to share my experience on
Nextdoor.com for the purpose of raising
awareness of the needs of family/friend play‐
ers on the Pickleball court outside the group
of competitive players. 

Briefly, we were told by some seasoned
players that we should play games and keep
scores. If you lose the game, people who put
their racket outside the court will come in and
replace you for the next game. While waiting
outside, someone can even keep the score for
the players using the court, and get in once

their game is finished. 
As I wrote in the original post on Nextdoor.

com, I understand the merits of these rules for
competitive players, yet these rules, by no
means, are incompatible with family/friends
players. I felt extremely uncomfortable when
the seasoned players told me those rules. It's a
family activity for us, and we just picked up
the game a few weeks ago. Also, we waited for
about an hour for another family to finish
their play. We had zero complaints about the
wait time simply because they came first,
"first come, first served." 

After I received various comments on
Nextdoor, I contacted Vincent Cabada, who is
in charge of facilities at Evergreen Valley Col‐
lege. I learned that he has been well aware of
different groups of players using the court,
competitive players and family/friend play‐
ers, and endeavored to issue rules that make
the best use of the court which would work
for everyone. 

In the meantime, I was encouraged through
Nextdoor.com neighbors to reach out about
the tension between competitive players and
family/friends players on EVC Pickleball
court. 

We may need more Pickleball courts avail‐
able given the rising demand in the communi‐
ty and better designed rules about how to use
the court for different purposes. I think it has
significant implications for the welfare of our
community. 

Shaohua Lu
Evergreen Valley

Editor's Note: Played with a special paddle
and a plastic ball with holes in it, Pickleball is a
fun sport with many of the same elements of
tennis, badminton and ping pong.  It uses a bad‑
minton size court and slightly modified net.

Marlene Iwamoto
named Second Deputy
County Librarian 
Marlene Iwamoto will oversee
strategy and staff development

T
he Santa Clara County Library District
(SCCLD) has named Marlene Iwamo‐
to Deputy County Librarian for Strat‐

egy and Staff Development. 
In her role, Iwamoto will

take the lead on imple‐
menting the Library Dis‐
trict’s new strategic plan,
which is intended to en‐
sure that library services
continue to evolve to meet
the ever‐changing needs of
the communities served in
an inclusive way. 

“Marlene brings with her
over two decades of expe‐
rience working for SCCLD,
getting to know the organi‐
zation from the ground up,” said County Li‐
brarian Jennifer Weeks. “She understands
what makes the Library District most effec‐
tive and is ideally equipped to help us adapt
and progress as we strive to best meet the
evolving needs of our patrons.”

Iwamoto began her career with SCCLD in
1997 working as a library page. She credits
her years as a library clerk as the impetus of
her desire to serve the community, as well

as the time when she was able to hone her
customer service skills.  

“Libraries have tremendous potential to
positively affect the lives of our communi‐
ties,” Iwamoto said. “I hope to help improve
the depth and diversity of our offerings in
terms of programs and services, working
closely with library staff to identify new op‐
portunities.”

Iwamoto has worked at every SCCLD li‐
brary and served in both frontline and
management positions. In 2017, she be‐

came the Community Li‐
brarian for Los Altos and
Woodland libraries, where
Iwamoto oversaw expand‐
ed library hours, the intro‐
duction of passport servic‐
es, and launched their Go Go
Biblio outreach service. 

Since 2019, she had served
as a Library Services Man‐
ager for Organizational De‐
velopment, where Iwamoto
oversaw staff development,
system‐wide initiatives, and
partnerships with groups

like the Children’s Advocacy Center and the
Gilroy Strong Resiliency Center to imple‐
ment mini‐library collections at each loca‐
tion. She also was instrumental in obtaining
a California State Library Community Con‐
nections grant to fund a Community Out‐
reach Specialist, connecting patrons with
community resources at the Milpitas Li‐
brary and Ochoa Migrant Center in Gilroy.

Times Community

By Apoorva Panidapu

L
et’s time‐travel back to kindergarten.
You and I have found 4 cute rocks dur‐
ing recess, but we have to split them

between us to take home to our
rock collections. Easy enough,
we each get two rocks–that’s
only fair!

But what if there are five
rocks? Who decides which of us
gets the extra rock and who gets
the short end of the stick (or
should I say rock)? What if I found
more rocks (because I rock) or
you care more about them? If we can’t fig‐
ure this out, we’ll need to battle it out… race
you to the swings! Last one there is a rotten
egg. 

While this decision doesn’t really matter,
we all learn the concept of fair distribution
pretty early on. The same concept comes up
in one of the most important parts of the
United States government: the US House of
Representatives. In the House, there are
435 delegates that must be distributed
amongst 50 states as fairly as possible, so
that the citizens’ votes will be accurately rep‐
resented in the Electoral College to deter‐
mine our president …a decision slightly
more important than sharing rocks. (I want
to quickly note that the Electoral College is a
very flawed system, but that’s beside the
point for right now.)

These representatives are usually elect‐
ed to give a voice to the constituencies in
certain geographic regions. So, we ask the
next question: how do we assign represen‐
tatives to states so that it is proportional to
their respective populations? 

Wait, why do we want it to be propor‐
tional? Well, think about this. California (the
best state) has a population of over 39 mil‐
lion people, whereas Wyoming has a popula‐
tion of around 580,000 people. If California
and Wyoming both got one representative, a
Californian’s vote would be worth like
1/39,000,000 of a vote while a Wyomingite’s
vote would be worth about 1/580,000 of a
vote—about 70 times more! Not super fair

to us Californians.
Unfortunately, it’s impossible to perfectly

distribute delegates proportionally since
that would give most states a non‐integer

number of delegates (and we
can’t exactly have .73 of a per‐
son). So, we have to somehow
decide which states get more or
less delegates than they are
mathematically entitled to. #Fa‐
voritism?

To help us make this decision,
we have a variety of apportion‐
ment methods, which are basi‐
cally just algorithms to decide
where these extra delegates go. 

An example of one of these
methods is Dean’s Method, first
proposed by Professor James
Dean at Dartmouth College in

1832. The basis of this method is
something called the harmonic
mean, which is a popular kind of
numerical average! 

Harmonic mean is one of the three
so‐called Pythagorean means; the other two
means are the more popular arithmetic mean
and geometric mean. For example, the arith‐
metic mean of a and b is just the normal aver‐
age of them: (a+b)/2. The geometric mean is
defined to be √(ab). Fun fact, the value of the
harmonic mean is always smaller than the
other two Pythagorean means!

Harmonic mean is calculated by taking the
reciprocal of the arithmetic mean of the re‐
ciprocals of the given values…phew, that
was a mouthful. Let’s look at an example to
make sense of it!

Say we have two numbers: 4 and 6. The re‐
ciprocals of the 4 and 6 are ¼ and ⅙, by def‐
inition. Then, the arithmetic mean, which is
just the average, of ¼ and ⅙ is (¼ + ⅙)/2 =
(5/12)/2 = 5/24. Finally, the reciprocal of
their arithmetic mean is 1/(5/24) = 24/5 =
4.8. So, the harmonic mean of 4 and 6 is 4.8.
Weird…who even uses this?

Well, this unique numerical average
comes up in situations where we want to
find some sort of average rate. While the
harmonic mean is not as well‐known as
the other Pythagorean means, this unique
numerical average comes up in situations
that have to do with some sort of average
rate. Once again, let’s do an example!

Suppose Rainborca is biking to the ocean
from home. On her way there, she averages 4
miles per hour (mph), and on her way back,
she averages 6 mph. Because we’re nosy, curi‐
ous mathematicians, we ask her what

See GEMS, next page

Like life, distribution ain’t fair

Gems in
STEM

By Apoorva
Panidapu
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IN MEMORY

Valermina Defiesta
June 10, 1936 - August 12, 2022

V
alermina Defiesta, loving wife, moth‐
er, grandmother, great‐grandmother,
aunty and friend passed away peace‐

fully on August 12, 2022. 
Valermina was 86

years old. Valermina was
born in Pepeekeo, Hawaii
on June 10, 1936. She was
raised by her parents, Ce‐
cilia and Leoncio Domin‐
go in Naalehu, Hawaii and
grew up with her siblings
Juanito, Ludy and Pacita.
She moved to Oahu to at‐
tend high school at Mid‐
Pacific Institute. 

After graduation, Valer‐
mina moved to San Jose,
to attend San Jose State University. She re‐
ceived a Bachelors of Science in Occupa‐
tional Therapy in 1957. 

Valermina (Val) and Rosalino (Rosi) met
at a San Jose State University Oriocci dance
in 1956. They dated, were engaged and
married on August 8, 1959 and raised two
children, Valerie and John, in San Jose. 

Val and Rosi celebrated their 63rd Wed‐
ding Anniversary on August 8, 2022. Val
worked for the City of San Jose for many
years and worked for the Mt. Pleasant
School District for more than 15 years and
subsequently retired. 

Val was a cancer survivor and later be‐
came a certified Reach to Recovery Visitor
for the American Cancer Society for 11
years. She and Rosi volunteered every
Tuesday at Martha’s Kitchen in San Jose
prepping meals for the community for over
20 years. Val enjoyed growing orchids,
cooking and quilting. She loved growing an
organic vegetable garden and participated

in Plant an Extra Row for
the homeless program by
taking fruits and vegeta‐
bles to Second Harvest
Food Bank. She competed
in orchid shows and re‐
ceived many honors. She
loved to travel with Rosi
and friends. She has trav‐
eled to the Philippine Is‐
lands, Panama, Caribbean,
Asia and Europe. The fam‐
ily traveled to Dunsmuir,
CA and enjoyed their an‐
nual camping trip. Her fa‐

vorite activity was spending precious time
with her family, especially her grand‐
childen. Val will be dearly missed by her
husband, Rosalino Defiesta, her children
Valerie and Michael Ng and John and Donna
Defiesta, grandchildren Dominic Defiesta,
Hi’ilani and Nathaniel Hadley, Aukai Ng,
Jordan Defiesta, Sherissa Manglona, Lean‐
na Manglona, Teana Manglona and great‐
grandson, Aukanai’i Hadley and great ‐
granddaughters, Shylah Perry and Danni
Perry, her siblings Juanito and Fely Fagara‐
gan and Pacita Fagaragan‐Dean, nephews,
nieces and many friends.

Gems
Continued from previous page
her overall average speed for the entire trip
was! At first, she makes a common mistake
and says her average speed was (4 + 6)/2 = 5
mph, applying the arithmetic mean to this
question. Unfortunately, this doesn’t work
because Rainborca didn’t travel for the same
amount of time on the two trips. 

The correct average speed can be found
using harmonic mean! From before, we know
that the harmonic mean of 4 and 6 is 4.8, so
her average speed is 4.8 miles per hour. 

How can we be sure this is true? Well, we
know the average speed/rate is equal to the
total distance over the total time, using the
common equation distance= rate*time. If we
let the distance between the ocean and her
home be d, the total distance is d+d = 2d, be‐
cause she goes there and back. Since dis‐
tance=rate*time, we have that time = dis‐
tance/rate. So, the time Rainborca takes to
bike to the ocean at 4 mph is d/4 and the time
she takes to bike back home at 6 mph is d/6, so
the total time she took on her trip is d/4 + d/6.
Now, we can calculate that Rainborca’s aver‐
age rate = distance/time = 2d/(d/4 + d/6) =
2/(1/4 + 1/6) = 2/(5/12) = 4.8 miles per hour,
aka the harmonic mean of 4 and 6. Voila! It’s
like magic…or is it just math? <3

The harmonic mean is also often used in
circuit analysis to find the equivalent resist‐
ance of resistors in parallel, capacitors in se‐
ries, or inductors in parallel, to name a few
examples! There are also many applications
for something called the weighted harmonic
mean, which associates corresponding
weights to each value in the mean. However,
since Dean’s Apportionment Method is only
concerned with the standard harmonic mean

(where all weights are equal), we won’t get
into the details of the weighted version.

Speaking of Dean, let’s get back to our orig‐
inal discussion of apportionment! (I guess
the conversation always somehow returns to
politics…)

Dean’s Method shares similarities with the
more popular Webster’s Method and Hill’s
Method, except Dean’s Method uses harmon‐
ic mean as the cutoff for rounding whereas
Webster’s method uses arithmetic mean—
the conventional average—as the cutoff
point and Hill’s Method uses geometric
mean.

Dean’s Method is actually rarely used be‐
cause it tends to favor small states more than
other methods. Remember our fun fact? Let
me remind you: the value of the harmonic
mean is always smaller than the other two
Pythagorean means! So, Dean’s Method low‐
ers the threshold needed for small states to
round up to another delegate, meaning, in
the name of fairness, we can’t use it in real
life. (Turns out, the US uses Hill’s Method to
distribute delegates!)

Okay, enough talk. How do we actually run
Dean’s Apportionment Method? Well, you
better stick around, because we’ll go through
each step of the method next time! I like to
keep y’all on your toes. 

Until next time! If you have any questions
or comments, please email me at apoorvap‐
writes@gmail.com.

As a recap: this column, Gems in STEM, is
a place to learn about various STEM topics
that I find exciting, and that I hope will ex‑
cite you too. It will always be written to be
fairly accessible, so you don’t have to worry
about not having background knowledge.
However, it does occasionally get more ad‑
vanced towards the end.
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Times Notebook

San José Public Library
awarded $8.7 million
for improvements at 9
branch libraries
Largest library system in 
the South Bay to receive 
California State funding

S
an José Public Library (SJPL) was re‐
cently awarded $8.7 million from the
California State Library Building For‐

ward Infrastructure Grant. 
The funding will be used to address capi‐

tal improvement projects at nine SJPL
branch libraries over the course of four
years.

The Budget Act of 2021 (SB 129) allocat‐
ed $439 million in one‐time funds to the
California State Library for the grant pro‐
gram, the largest investment in public li‐
brary infrastructure in over 20 years. The
first round of funding awarded a total of
$254 million and prioritized projects ad‐
dressing life safety, critical maintenance,
and libraries serving high‐poverty areas
of the state. 

The Library applied for funds in the first
round of the program to address critical
building needs, as identified by facilities
condition assessment reports, in branch
libraries that were prioritized using an
Equity Index and the State of California’s
Poverty Measure Index. SJPL received a

partial award of $8.7 million and plans to
submit additional branch library projects
in future rounds of the grant program. 

“This critical investment will ensure
that our libraries will remain safe, accessi‐
ble, and healthy places for another gener‐
ation of San José children and families,”
said Mayor Sam Liccardo. “Thanks to Gov‐
ernor Newson and the California State Li‐
brary for their historic investment in
those places that provide an equalizing
force for so many of our young students
who painstakingly work to overcome the
barriers of poverty and inequitable educa‐
tional opportunity.”

The Biblioteca Latinoamericana and the
Seven Trees Branch libraries received the
largest awards. 

The Biblioteca Latinoamericana
Branch, which opened in 1999, will re‐
ceive $3.6 million to support existing im‐
provement plans. Seven Trees Branch Li‐
brary and Community Center, the City’s
first joint‐use facility received close to
1.5M in future improvements.

SJPL Branch Library 
1. Biblioteca 

Latinoamericana 
2. Seven Trees 
3. Joyce Ellington 
4. East San Jose
Carnegie 
5. Bascom 
6. Alviso 
7. Educational Park 
8. Hillview 
9. Tully Community 

Total Grant Award

$3,625,045
$1,487,606
$705,664
$654,945
$652,746
$614,374
$515,729
$265,021
$147,757
$8,668,887

Concert honors and supports
Ukraine paying homage to
the country’s composers

H
ere’s your chance to enjoy a night of
classical music with a free concert
by the Saratoga Symphony on Sun‐

day, Oct. 23, 3 p.m. at Lincoln Glen Church,
2700 Booksin Ave., San Jose, CA. 

All music program pieces were written
by composers born in Ukraine.  The pieces
are all Bay Area premieres and composed
1910 – 1921.  

This concert honors and supports
Ukraine during its current difficult times.   

Conductor Dr. Jason Klein talks about
each music program piece for the audience
before it is performed.  

Concert program:  “Honor to Ukraine”
Nocturne; Piano Concerto (Ron Brick‐

man, piano soloist); Crimean Sketches; Za‐
porozhian Cossacks

Editor’s note: NO ticket or reservation
needed. (Masks required for those attend‐
ing). Location map: https://saratogasym‐
phony.org/concerts

Saratoga Symphony free concert
slated for Sunday, Oct. 23
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State assembly 
republicans demand
release date of 
2022 student state
test score data

Members of the California State Assem‐
bly Republican Caucus want the 2022 stu‐
dent state test score data to be made pub‐
lic.

The Caucus sent a letter to Superinten‐
dent of California Schools Tony Thurmond
and the California Department of Educa‐
tion on Sept. 28 urging them to provide an
immediate release date and an explanation
for the delay for the results of the "Smarter
Balanced" English, math and science
statewide tests.

"As a mom, educator, and longtime spe‐
cial needs advocate, I know that early de‐
tection and treatment is always the best
approach to addressing learning deficits,”
said Assemblywoman Suzette Valladares.
“I am infuriated at CDE for their irresponsi‐
ble and negligent refusal to release this
data in a timely manner. We all know that
COVID‐19 school closures led to learning
loss. The right thing to do is release the
data so that parents and stakeholders can
better plan interventions to reverse and
improve student outcomes."

Test scores allow parents to make in‑
formed choices

The test scores allow parents to make in‐
formed choices about their child's educa‐

tion, especially after the many COVID
school closures. 

“Preventing the public from seeing these
scores raises questions about just how
poorly students are actually performing
and does nothing to help our declining en‐
rollment problem,” said Assemblymember
James Gallagher. .”Obscuring this informa‐
tion on how students are faring for any rea‐
son is completely unacceptable. "

The California Department of Education

(CDE) has delayed the public release of the
2022 Smarter Balanced scores until an un‐
determined date in the fall, which is a stark
departure from the last seven years of test‐
ing. Preliminary 2022 results from Los An‐
geles Unified School District show a record
decline in scores from before the pandem‐
ic. 

Why the delay?
The CDE has stated they are delaying the

release of these results until they roll out
the California School Dashboard, which
compiles information on student demo‐
graphic data and rates of chronic absen‐
teeism, though in most years, Smarter Bal‐
anced results were released within the first
two months of the student's next grade to
determine their progress. 

“Preventing the public
from seeing the scores
raises questions.” 

– Assemblymember     
James Gallagher 
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Times Community News

By Jann Kadah
San José Spotlight

S
an Jose artists have the opportunity to
receive thousands of dollars to bring
their creative visions to fruition. It’s

the latest effort from City Hall to bring vi‐
brant public art into the community.

The Creative Ambassadors program
gives four San Jose‐based artists $9,500
each to create a community art project that
invites participation from residents and
celebrates the diversity of San Jose’s cul‐
tural communities. Applications for proj‐
ects are due October 10.

“The program is an opportunity to really
build public will for the arts,” Danielle
Siembieda, senior arts manager for the
city, told San José Spotlight. “There is a re‐
ciprocal environment where we are able to
understand and connect more with differ‐
ent communities around San Jose through
these creative ambassadors.”

While the program has been around
since 2018, the investment is the latest in a
string of city initiatives to bolster public art
in San Jose. This year was one of the largest
allocations for public art — toppling even
future investments in the next few years,
according to the city’s proposed budget.

Last year six artists used the money to
create projects exploring body image, tech‐
nology and San Jose’s rich lowrider history.

“The Creative Ambassadors program al‐
lows folks to kind of approach the arts
more outside of like the museum setting,
or the gallery setting which might seem a
little bit maybe elitist at times,” said San
Jose‐based new media artist Ricardo
Cortez, one of the grantees last year.

Cortez applauded the city for investing
in art programs and public art — a recent
phenomenon and the most he’s ever seen
in San Jose.

“It’s adding a different element, a differ‐
ent layer to our cultural fabric,” Cortez
said. “Austin, for example, or other places

where they have a really vibrant artists
culture that is heavily supported, the econ‐
omy in those areas is booming, the nightlife
is like off the hook. And San Jose gets over‐
looked but we could be that too.”

Millions for art
In the last decade, the city has invested

millions to liven its public art scene — es‐
pecially in the downtown core. In 2021,
San Jose allocated $6.9 million for artist
grants, murals and other creative projects
like the Sonic Runway.

That doesn’t include the $2.4 million
from new development taxes that will fund
public arts projects for the next five years.
Some projects that will be completed in the
coming years include the End of Watch Po‐
lice Memorial, a window art display for the
the 4th Street Parking Garage and the Riv‐
er Oaks Pump Station project which could
create an educational artwork/gateway
along the Guadalupe River Trail at City
Hall.

Councilmember Raul Peralez also se‐
cured an additional $250,000 this year to
fund murals across downtown — particu‐
larly in historically underserved parts of
the city.

“Public art does much more than just
beautifying a community,” Peralez told San
José Spotlight. “It may bring pride to a lot of
people. It sparks conversation, it preserves
our history and culture.”

Peralez said in the last five to eight years,
the city really ramped up its investments
and its evident in the city’s streets, espe‐
cially in the SOFA district. There are 250 art
installations including murals managed by
the city.

“We’ve seen a dozen murals go up almost
every single year,” Peralez said. “That was
not like when I took office in 2014. The
commentary I was hearing was that we
were known as ‘Tan Jose’ because every‐
thing was just so tan and bland.”

This San Jose mural on 3rd and Santa Clara streets is one of many art projects that portrays the city's
culture. Photo by Jana Kadah.

San Jose invests big in public art
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East San Jose school nets millions from state
The Cesar Chavez Early Learning Center is receiving $7 million through the California De‐

partment of Education’s State Preschool program. 
The Alum Rock Union School District site will use funding to expand early care and edu‐

cation programs, officials said.
Alum Rock’s school board voted earlier this year to turn Cesar Chavez Elementary School

into an early learning center. 
The funding will significantly improve language development skills, reducing the dis‐

trict’s population of English language learners over the years.

WaterWise

The whim of weeds
By Matthew Frazier

I
n the years I worked as a nursery consult‐
ant and nursery specialist in retail and
wholesale garden centers and nurseries in

San Jose and Santa Clara Valley, I emphasized
the value in letting our turf lawns grow wild
with an abundance of flowering volunteers, or
weeds. 

Many are annoyed at the
prospect of allowing anything
to grow in their lawns that isn’t
pristine and uniform. To this, I
retort: “You will be rewarded
very soon with your passive ef‐
forts.”

Lawn weeds attract benefi‑
cial predatory insects and
pollinators

Many of the flowering wild
weeds which grow in our turf
lawns and throughout our gar‐
dens and landscapes actually
attract beneficial predatory in‐
sects and pollinators. When al‐
lowed to grow and thrive, in conjunction with
planting California‐native and Santa Clara Val‐
ley‐native flowers … We will see that balance
and biodiversity will reign.

Use of potent herbicides has detrimental
effects

The use of potent herbicides has detrimen‐
tal effects on our water bodies as these chemi‐
cals, granular or liquid, combine with irriga‐
tion water from spray heads and sprinklers
and make their way across the landscapes, to
the storm drain inlets, through our sewers,
and eventually to waterbodies where they in‐
jure aquatic life. 

You will be rewarded for your passive ef‑
forts

Many may ask: “Am I supposed to let these
weeds overtake my lawn which I work so hard
to maintain?” To which I respond: “You will be
rewarded for your passive efforts.” One of the
benefits of allowing wild weeds to grow and
flower in our landscapes and lawns is that
their root systems will draw valuable nitrogen
to the upper levels of the soil, where it can ac‐

tually help to nourish the root systems of our
turf lawns and other botanicals.

Wildflower seed mixes on your lawn can
bring about positive things

Our local garden centers and nurseries sell
envelopes of wild flower seed mixes which can
be used to overseed sparse lawns. Many of
these wild flower mixes can thrive in tandem
with wild flowering weeds. Butterflies and
beneficial insects and pollinators will gradual‐
ly make their way to the landscapes and create

and maintain balance. In Santa
Clara Valley and the neighbor‐
ing valleys, we have migratory
and song birds who appreciate
the variety of color and struc‐
ture of native flowers and plants
which can be allowed to grow
free form and wild.

There are seed mixes which
are specifically for butterflies as
well as 1‐gallon native flowers
and plants which can be pur‐
chased from small private nurs‐
eries throughout the Bay Area.
This is also an opportunity to at‐
tract native bees who actually
pollinate more effectively and

efficiently than non‐native bees introduced
long ago. Add some small fountains and water
features and you will more than likely see a
flux of native hummingbirds arrive and con‐
gregate as well.

Doing research on what flowers to seed
is encouraged

I encourage any who are interested and
willing to research the botanical names and
images of native flowers and plants and espe‐
cially those which attract birds, insects, and
butterflies. This creates the foundation for a
healthy ecosystem within our landscapes and
will beget more beneficial natural activity. Al‐
lowing our turf lawns to grow long in the heat
and watering late at night will allow shelter for
visitors as well. Thank you for your time read‐
ing this column. Best with your gardening and
landscaping endeavors!

Matthew Frazier is a retired Nursery Consult‑
ant/Nursery Specialist. He is a Certified Water
Manager, Qualified Water Efficient Landscaper,
and Qualified Stormwater Manager.  You may
contact him at (408) 656‑5622 – Mobile/Text;
or by email: kitchenfrazier@hotmail.com

Water Wise
Matthew Frazier,
Certified Water 

Manager
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Times Community News

World Class Violist 
Timothy Ridout 
featured performer 

S
ymphony San Jose is presenting "la
Grand Viola" Saturday, Oct. 22 at 8
p.m. and Sunday, Oct. 23, at: 2:30

p.m. at the California Theatre, 345 South
First St., San Jose, CA.  

Symphony San Jose is celebrating its
20th Anniversary concert season.

Musical artists with their virtuosity
create magic on instruments

“la Grand Viola” features acclaimed
solo artists chosen for their virtuosity
and their singular magic on their instru‐
ment. From Symphony San Jose: "With
its deep, resonant sound, the viola is
known as the orchestra’s inner voice;
but its solo magic is equally powerful. 

Featuring Europe’s foremost star
Timothy Ridout

"Dazzling English violist Timothy Rid‐
out, one of Europe’s foremost young

stars, performs two contrasting works,
Williams’ Suite for Viola and Paganini’s

Sonata per la Grand Viola."
The program:
• Samuel Coleridge‐Taylor: Ballade in

A minor
• Ralph Vaughan Williams: Suite for

Viola
• Niccolò Paganini: Sonata per la

Grand Viola
• Felix Mendelssohn: Symphony No 4

Italian
Soloist: Timothy Ridout, viola. Con‐

ductor: Tito Muñoz.

From left: Conductor: Tito Muñoz. Soloist: Timo-
thy Ridout, viola. 

Symphony San Jose presents the extraordinary 'la Grand Viola' 



M
ineta San José International Airport
(SJC) recently upgraded to San José
Clean Energy’s (SJCE) TotalGreen

service for all City‐owned buildings at the
Airport. 

TotalGreen provides 100% percent re‐
newable, emission‐free energy from re‐
newable sources such as sunlight and wind,
thus completing one important goal of SJC’s
Sustainability Management Plan. 

SJC Airport Director John Aitken said,
“Partnering with San José Clean Energy to
power Mineta San José International Air‐
port with 100% renewable electricity is
the latest step we are taking to reduce the
Airport’s carbon footprint as part of our
ongoing commitment to sustainability”. 

"We’re thrilled about the Airport’s deci‐
sion to upgrade to our TotalGreen service,"
said Lori Mitchell, Director of the Commu‐
nity Energy Department, which operates
SJCE. “It shows their commitment to a
clean energy future and helps advance the
City’s ambitious goal to be carbon neutral
by 2030.”

Upgrading to SJCE’s TotalGreen service
is part of SJC’s overall Sustainability Man‐
agement Plan, a platform for establishing
SJC as global leader in environmental
stewardship. The plan builds several ini‐
tiatives around eight key dimensions: en‐
ergy, water, waste, ground transportation,
natural resources, social responsibility,
sustainability governance and climate ac‐
tion.

In support of this plan and commitment,
SJC has taken several important steps to‐
wards decarbonizing the future including:

•    When SJC enrolled in SJCE's Green‐
Source service in 2018, the renewable en‐
ergy content in Airport buildings in‐
creased by 12% (33% to 45%) and car‐
bon‐free energy content increased by 11%
(69% to 80%). 

•    In 2019, SJC received a brand‐new
fleet of 10 battery‐electric, zero‐emission
buses that are used to transport passen‐
gers and their luggage between SJC’s park‐
ing lots, rental car center, and terminals.
SJC’s deployment was the first of its kind
for a California airport and among the
largest deployments for a U.S. airport.

•    In January 2020, SJC completed the
first Sustainability Management Plan to
serve as roadmap for reducing resource
consumption, environmental impact,
and greenhouse gas emissions while
promoting social responsibility. One of
the specific goals outlined in the Sustain‐
ability Management Plan was to make
the switch to SJCE’s 100% TotalGreen
option.

•    To stay committed to the goals that
were outlined in the 2020 Sustainability
Management Plan, SJC secured the addi‐
tional funding necessary to make the
switch to SJCE’s TotalGreen service for FY
22‐23.

•    In 2020, SJC helped to setup a Food
Donation Program between a local com‐
munity pantry and Airport concessions. 

In recognition of its sustainable envi‐
ronmental practices, Mineta San José In‐
ternational Airport was awarded the Air‐
port Carbon Accreditation Level 1 Certifi‐
cation in 2021 by ACI‐North America. Air‐

port Carbon Accreditation is the only glob‐
al carbon management certification pro‐
gram for airports, providing a common
framework for active carbon management
with measurable goalposts, and recogniz‐
ing the efforts of airports to reduce their
carbon emissions through six levels of cer‐
tification.  

TotalGreen is verified to be 100% re‐
newable by the Center for Resource Solu‐
tions Green‐e certification program. The
Airport choosing TotalGreen supports
SJCE’s investments in new renewables and
reliability. Visit SanJoseCleanEnergy.org/
TotalGreen for more information. 
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Mineta San José International Airport now powered by 100% renewable eEnergy; switches to TotalGreen service

Upgrading to SJCE’s TotalGreen service is part of SJC’s overall Sustainability Management Plan.
Photo credit: Ken Paul



Alumnae remember
Presentation High
School's history

Presentation High School turns
60 this month!

The Willow Glen private school
has thrived in the community by
changing with the times, making it
one of the top Bay Area all‐girl
schools.

“We’re definitely not your
grandmother’s all‐girls Catholic
high school,” says director Holly
Elkins. “The sewing classroom is
now the leadership room, and our
uniform now includes pants.
There are, however, fewer all‐girl
schools in our region than there
were 60 years ago.”

Kristina Luscher, who recently
joined the school as its new prin‐
cipal, says girls schools are more
important than ever when it
comes to empowering young
women. 

“Research shows that girls at
single‐gender high schools per‐
form better and gain greater self‐
confidence; they become more in‐
volved in activities, develop high‐
er self‐esteem and assume more

leadership positions.”
Sciences and the arts
Presentation High School is cur‐

rently devoting a lot of its re‐
sources on both the sciences and
the arts. The investment is paying
off, as Presentation recently won
the 2022 Outstanding School
Award at the Synopsys Science &
Technology Champion‐ship, the
first all‐girls school to do so. Nine
students won awards at the com‐
petition, including one teacher.
The school’s robotics team won
the 2021 CalGames and competes
at the national level. 

Showing compassion to the
poor and vulnerable

“We emphasize showing compas‐
sion to the poor and vulnerable,”
says Grace Bernal, the teacher in
charge of service and immersion at
Presentation.

Every holiday season, Presenta‐
tion students and their families sup‐
port Sacred Heart Community Serv‐
ice by providing food items, coats,
blankets, hygiene products, toys and

diapers for clients served by the
downtown San Jose nonprofit.

“We collected 888 Thanksgiving
turkeys last year alone,” Bernal says.

The bonds formed at Presenta‐
tion extend beyond graduation.

“The most important thing I
gained from Presentation is the sis‐
terhood,” says alumna Ellen Kamei,
a Mountain View City Council mem‐
ber. “We formed a strong network,
and I still stay in touch with my

classmates.”
Soma Sengupta recalls that her

daughter Shrobana, currently a stu‐
dent at UC Berkeley, thrived at Pres‐
entation. “She loved the emphasis
on creativity and the opportunities
for leadership. She found the teach‐
ers and college counselors to be
very supportive.”

History
Presentation High School was

founded by Nano Nagle, who was
born to a wealthy family in Ireland.
Nagle was educated in France,
where she later entered a religious
order. Eventually, she returned to
her homeland, where she devoted
her time to helping the destitute and
infirm. She founded the first Presen‐
tation Convent in Cork, Ireland, in
1775.

Presentation Alumnae re‑
members school’s history

When Presentation opened in the
Fall of 1962, it was a time when
President John F. Kennedy and Sovi‐
et Premier Nikita Khrush‐chev were
squaring off over Russia’s installa‐
tion of missiles in Cuba, the death of
Marilyn Monroe, and the Beatles’
first hit, “Love Me Do” was released.

That same year in San Jose,
where a large cherry orchard on
Plummer Avenue in Willow Glen
had been cleared, a new girls’
Catholic high school opened–Pre‐
sentation High School, taking its

Continued, next page
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Presentation High School turns 60

Members of the Presentation Ambassadors Club welcome students to Club Day
at the Willow Glen private school. Presentation High School is turns 60 on Oct. 1,
but director Holly Elkins says, “We’re definitely not your grandmother’s all-girls
Catholic high school.” 

Nano Nagle 
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Presentation High School’s freshman’s class of 1962.  

name from the Sisters of Presentation reli‐
gious order that was staffing the school.

Presentation’s main building had not been
completed and classes had to be conducted
in the St. Christopher’s Gym, said Karen Shea
Duncan, class of ’66 which consisted of just
73 students. 

“Leading up to the move‐in day, students
were excited to get out of St. Christopher’s
Gymnasium which was set up as a tempo‐
rary school, Duncan said.  “The students who
rode the bus home every day would cheer
for the workers as we passed by our future
school. The workers would wave back! I
guess we felt we were doing our part to
speed things up!”

Move in day finally arrived on October 1,
1962. The Class of 1966 was happy to go to
classes in the partially finished Presentation
High School Main Building.  

Here are some memories of that first day
from the Class of 1966:

“I remember there were three classrooms
and a restroom open near the bookstore and
that the office was open in the Main Build‐
ing.  There were workmen in the halls and
building supplies to step over.  I don't even
recall whether there were benches outside.
The student center was a hollow shell with
pipes sticking up out of the floor, and it
stayed that way for quite a while.  The statue
of the Blessed Mother was an empty
pedestal, and there wasn't much in the way
of landscaping.  We worked alongside our
parents in the evenings and on the week‐
ends assembling lockers.  It wasn't third
world, but it was definitely 'roughing it' for
many months.  It certainly was better than
one class in each corner of the St. Christo‐
pher's Gym!” (Maureen Curran ‘66 Clark)

"I was a new freshman in a new school and
in a new building. I was experiencing a 'first'
each step of the way.  This was the beginning
of the history of Presentation High School! It

was a once in a lifetime honor!”  (Nadine Du‐
tra ‘66 Dell Bittain) 

“The first day of class on campus was
unique in that there was still ongoing con‐
struction.  I'm not sure if all the buildings
even had roofing yet.  Workers were every‐
where.  It must have been a challenge for the
sisters.  I do remember that on one of those
first days, the sisters and most of the stu‐
dents did the "bunny hop" down the middle
of the hallway!  That was pretty neat since
the sisters were still wearing full habits!  The
scene would have made a great YouTube
video!“ (Kathy Swift  ‘66 Ronan)

“Presentation was a big empty space!
There were 62 girls and 3 teachers using 6
finished classrooms. Two classrooms were
used for lunch rooms. One classroom was
used for music and to practice our calypso
moves. We wore our PE uniforms but Ms.
Heller, the PE teacher, never suited up! She
just stood on the sidelines with her clip‐
board! She did have us do drill team exercis‐
es, and we performed at volleyball games.
Sister Gregory always had a tape measure
and was always checking building progress.
The nuns did their best to keep us out of the
workmen’s way. One whole wing was still
under construction as well as the Center.
That was a pivotal year for us as a class. We
endured a lot, and we became quite full of
ourselves. We were essentially seniors for
four years and did not conform or take di‐
rection well. I believe everyone gave a sigh
of relief when we graduated!"  (Linda Della
Maggiore ‘66 Christensen) 

"We began our classes in Healy Hall at St.
Christopher's.  I believe there were 80 of us.
When we moved into Presentation, there
were workmen on the roof.  Sister Gregory
had our dads assembling lockers after
school, and she would walk down the hall in
case one of the dads needed to swear.  Sister

See PRESENTATION, page 21



SERVING EVERGREEN & SILVER CREEK VALLEY SINCE 1982 n ONLINE: EVERGREENTIMES.COMPAGE 20 n EVERGREEN TIMES n OCT. 7 – OCT. 20, 2022

CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418
Pastor: Rev. Naomi
Schulz
No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You
Are Welcome Here!
We are an Open and Af-
firming Congregation, and
celebrate members of the
LGBTQ+ Community.
Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM,
with communion open to
all.
Join Pastor Naomi for
tea/coffee at Orchard Val-
ley cafe in Campbell dur-
ing community drop-in
office hours from 11 AM
to 1 PM on most Tues-
days.
Our ministries/activities
include:
• Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednes-
day of every month, at
6PM.
• A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open Tu/
Th/ Sa 10:00 AM to
Noon.
• Lighted Window Pro-
ductions featuring uplift-
ing concerts, thought-
provoking theater produc-

tions, informative lec-
tures, and even an occa-
sional karaoke night--all
in a wholesome environ-
ment.  
Our activities flow from
our core values:
• Extravagant Joy
• Passionate Faith
• Loving Respect
• Deep Connectedness 
• Intentional Growth 
• Shared Laughter 
Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.or
g or better yet, visit us at
our worship services on
Sundays at 10:00 AM.
Coffee, refreshments, and
conversation always,
right after service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, wor-
ship and giving to our lo-
cal community. We are
proud to be UCC, Open
and Affirming (O&A) and
welcome members of the
LGBT community. We
support local LifeMoves
(formerly InnVision) Shel-
ter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco

Night Ministry, Second
Harvest Food Bank,
Church World Service,
and Communities Re-
sponding to End Poverty.
Worship Sunday, 9:00
AM followed by fellow-
ship and refreshments.
1st Sunday in Worship:
Holy Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck
Sunday.
Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives.
We assemble each Sun-
day to encourage each
other through singing,
studying, praying and
sharing in the Lord’s sup-
per. Simple—just like
what one reads about in
the New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San
Jose near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club). Come make new
Christian friends!

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120.  The
Rev. Shelley Booth Den-
ney, Rector Phone:408-
268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church
in Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nur-
ture and grow a strong
faith community of be-
lievers, a family of all
ages, where each mem-
ber feels welcomed,
loved, valued and em-
powered to serve. Chil-
dren are especially wel-
comed and cherished as
an important part of
God's family. All junior
high and senior high stu-
dents are welcome to
participate in our Youth
Groups. During the
school year we have joint
Sunday School with our
sister church, the Congre-
gational Church of Almaden
Valley, UCC. The Episcopal
Church in Almaden offers
the following regular oppor-
tunities for worship: Sun-
day at 7:30AM and
10:45AM, Holy Commun-
ion service. Each Sunday
service is followed by a
coffee hour for friendship
and conversation.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsanjose.org
2486 Ruby Ave, 
San Jose, CA 95148.
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum" the
English meaning is "Peace
be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who are
Muslims, and what is the
Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and way
of life. Islam began in the
7th century. People who
follow Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is the
Divine holy book that
guides Muslims to prac-
tice Islam. 
Please visit our website to
learn more. 
Jazāk Allāhu Khayran!

FIRST CHURCH 
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San
Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a
community serving the
Christ from the heart of
the City, working to know
Jesus and make Jesus
known by serving, wor-
shipping, and learning to-
gether.  Worship services
are at 10:00 AM at the Ho-
race Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa
Clara Streets). Worship in-
cludes both contemporary
and traditional music, a
message that is relevant
to real life, based in the
Bible, and meaningful to
people of all ages and
backgrounds.  We work in
our community to provide
real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counseling,
and spiritual direction.
Our children's & families'
ministries include Sunday
classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike
rides and fishing trips.
Come, Make a Difference
and feel the difference
God can make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchSJ.net
See you on Facebook
2650 ABORN ROAD at
Kettmann, across from
Evergreen Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 50 Years. John S
Goldstein, Pastor
Christian Worship every
Sunday at 11.00 am

Together let us build lives
toward excellence!
Music Institute
(408) 791-7772
After School lessons on
Piano, Violin, Viola, Flute
PreSchool, Age 2-6
years. Caring for your
child with God’s love and
affection.

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our members.
If you are looking for an
active Christian faith
community, we invite
you to experience Holy
Spirit Parish Community.
All are welcome! We are
located at 1200 Red-
mond Avenue, San Jose,
CA 95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m. Mon-
day - Friday. Our week-
end Mass schedule is
Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish
Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or
408-997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. Information
on Faith Formation for
children and adults can
be obtained by calling
our Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in
the loop with our 3sixty
High School Youth Min-
istry by calling 408-997-
5106. Holy Spirit School
serves grades Pre-K
through 8th, and is locat-
ed at 1198 Redmond Av-
enue. You can reach the
school office at 408-
268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 & 11:00
AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,
intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-
nity, promoting spiritual

growth, reaching out to
people in need and
whereyou get to know
peopleby name. We offer
children's religious edu-
cation (CREATE); Youth
Ministry (BLAST & X-
STATIC); Scripture Study
(day & evening); Se-
nior's Group and many
other adult ministries as
well. Saint Anthony
parish is located
in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120. Our
weekend Masses are at
4 p.m. on Saturday at
our historic church at
21800 Bertram Road in
New Almaden, CA
95042 and on Sunday at
8:30 a.m.,10:30 a.m.,
and 5:30 p.m. at the
McKean Road location.
Our Parish Office is open
Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and Tuesday thru Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and 1 - 4 p.m. For more
information, stop by the
Parish Office or call
(408) 997-4800, or visit
our website at www.
churchstanthony.com.
Fr. Larry Hendel, Pastor.

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh)
means "disciple" or "stu-
dent." A Sikh is a practi-
tioner of the faith founded
in the 15th century by
Guru Nanak in Punjab of
old British India.  A Guru
who is a "teacher" or "en-
lightener" completes the
relationship of teaching
and learning.  Sikhism is
monotheistic and stresses
the equality of all men and
women. Sikhs believe in
three basic principles;
meditating on the name of
God (praying), earning a
living by honest means
and sharing the fruits of
one's labor with others.
Currently there  are close
to one million Sikhs living
in the USA and Canada
and 25 million Sikhs living
around the world. Sikhism
is the 5th largest religion
in the world.  At the Gurd-
wara (House of God) in
San Jose we welcome all.
We pray daily for peace
and prosperity for every-
body in the world.  Come
to visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365 days
of the year and serves
complementary vegetari-
an meals.  We also en-
courage you to enter our
history room on site and
walk the beautiful

grounds. Learn more
about us and community
events we sponsor by vis-
iting our website;
http://www. SanJoseGur-
dwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofassisi.com 
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an in-
clusive diverse communi-
ty striving to serve as Dis-
ciples of Jesus Christ in
the footsteps of St. Fran-
cis, offering prayerful and
joyful liturgies; evangeliza-
tion, fellowship, and serv-
ice opportunities to the
community. We offer spiri-
tual opportunities for all
ages, including children's
liturgy, dynamic E.C.H.O -
Jr. High, IGNITE - High
School and North Star -
Young Adult Ministries,
along with small faith
communities and opportu-
nities to help the poor and
marginalized of San Jose.
Our Preschool is the only
Catholic Preschool offer-
ing quality family oriented
service in the Evergreen
and Silver Creek areas.
Our Chapel, Gathering
Hall, Parish Office, Mis-
sion Center, Parish Gift
Shop, Memorial Garden
and Preschool are all lo-
cated at 5111 San Felipe
Rd. Please come join us
to worship at one of the
following times and loca-
tions: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday 5:00PM,
Sunday 8:30 AM, 10:30
AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese),
6:00 PM Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gath-
ering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo Mass -
Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Com-
munity (Cribari Auditori-
um) Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Come join us and share
your presence with us so
that together we may
grow and share our gifts
to help build God's Kingdom!
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Presentation
Continued from page 19
Fidelmia, Sister Gregory, and
Sister Raphael were our three
instructors." (Genevieve Phillips
‘66 Pereira)

“Memories of our eventful
first day at Presentation are
sparse, but I do recall excite‐
ment and anxiety entering the
St. Christopher’s Gym shyly
embracing the 60+ girls of our
freshman class.  The school
was not finished, so long rows
of tables in the Gym would suf‐
fice as desks for the class of
’66.  We took a walk to view
the new school, which would
not be completed for three
months.  Walking around the
unfinished campus was won‐
derfully fun and exciting.  Dur‐
ing those first three months
we would become part of the
work crew for the school.  Un‐
der the direction of our bril‐
liant school architect, Sr. Gre‐
gory, we did a variety of work
around the unfinished build‐
ings. We wielded screw‐
drivers, hammers and pliers
putting together desks, chairs,
and the lockers that still line
both wings of the main hall‐
ways.  Physically helping to
build lockers bonded life‐long

friendships and Presenta‐
tion's legacy for over 50
years!” (Sally DiSalvo ‘66
Longinetti)

“Foremost in my mind
about the first day of classes
was the location. We were
seated at tables (u‐shaped in
placement if I recall correctly)
in St. Christopher's Gym!  The
school was not yet ready.  Sis‐
ter Fidelmia, Sister Gregory,
and Sister Rafael team‐taught
the class of '66 in the gym for
several days before we moved
to the school’s classrooms.
When we did move to the
school, the carpenters were
still working.  I remember be‐
ing distracted by a burly con‐
struction worker, several
long, 2x4s propped on his
shoulder, walking down the
hallway!  It was pretty unique!
To a 15‐year‐old, such whim‐
sical sights were way more in‐
teresting than Latin verbs!”
(Kathy Swift ‘66 Ronan) 

To celebrate its 60th an‐
niversary, Presentation held a
free community carnival on
Oct. 2 on the campus at 2281
Plummer Ave., San Jose. 

For more information, visit
https://www.presentationhs.
org/support‐pres/60th‐an‐
niversary.

“When we did move to the school, the carpenters were still working.  
I remember being distracted by a burly construction worker, several long,

2x4s propped on his shoulder, walking down the hallway!  
It was pretty unique!”
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Shoe Repair Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern Califor-
nia. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some
supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the

school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great 
combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices! 

Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 
Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:

info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

Call to place your 
ad today!  

408-494-7000

Employment

JewelryClocks

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On-De-
mand On All Your Favorite Screens.
CHOICE Package, $64.99/mo plus tax-
es for 12months. Premium Channels at
No Charge for One Year! Anytime, any-
where. Some restrictions apply. W/ 24-
mo. agmt TV price higher in 2nd year.
Regional Sports Fee up to $8.49/mo. is
extra & applies. Call IVS 1-408-688-
5490

The bathroom of your dreams for as lit-
tle as $149/month! BCI Bath & Shower.
Many options available. Quality materi-
als & professional installation. Senior &
Military Discounts Available. Limited
Time Offer - FREE virtual in-home con-
sultation now and SAVE 15%! Call To-
day! 1-844-988-1663

Become a Published Author. We want
to Read Your Book! Dorrance Publish-
ing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript submissions current-
ly being reviewed. Comprehensive
Services: Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution. Call for
Your Free Author`s Guide 1-866-603-
1640 or visit http://dorranceinfo.com/
evergreen

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus bat-
tery storage system. SAVE money, re-
duce your reliance on the grid, prepare
for power outages and power your
home. Full installation services avail-
able. $0 Down Financing Option. Re-
quest a FREE, no obligation, quote to-
day. Call 1-877-920-0653

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call
855-977-5344

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED
Life Insurance! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay fu-
neral and other final expenses.Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company-
877-864-3769 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/almaden

The COVID crisis has cost us all some-
thing. Many have lost jobs and financial
security. Have $10K In Debt? Credit
Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans. Call
NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF! We can help!
Get a FREE debt relief quote: Call 1-
650-383-1785

Employment

Publishing

TimesClassifieds

Cost Estimator
Prepare cost estimates for construction projects. 

Master's in civil engineering. 
JKL Construction Services, Inc. 

751 S. Bascom Ave, San Jose, CA 95128

Lead Database Administrator
Sify Technologies North America Corporation seeks Lead Database Ad‐
ministrator in Santa Clara, CA and Philadelphia, PA. Partner with archi‐
tects of different engineering/application teams to engineer complex
technical product in order to provide business solutions to various
business divisions as a part of DBA Engineering project activities. Im‐
plement and administer Oracle streams for live reporting server, data‐
base consolidation, zero downtime migration. Travel lo unanticipated
client sites within the US. May need to relocate. Work from home is an
option.   Send resume to: katta.reddy@sifycorp.com

Notices
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