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Judged - Don Coffin of Berlin has been sworn in as Judge Advo-
cate of the First State Detachment of the Marine Corps League. As 
Judge Advocate, Coffin is responsible for advising the unit on matters of 
rules and regulations. Coffin was installed in the office by Frank Del 
Piano of Ocean aCity, Commandant of the Department of Delaware Ma-
rine Corps League, at the detachment’s monthly meeting held at Ocean 
City American Legion Post 166. 

Above: Right hand raised, Don Coffin takes the oath of office as 
Judge Advocate from Frank Del Piano of the Marine Corps League First 
State Detachment. 
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Meet the Ocean Pines Team  
Jeremy Goetzinger 

By Josh Davis 
Since 2017, Jeremy Goetzinger has 

been a friendly and helpful presence at 
the front desk for Ocean Pines Aquat-
ics. He also happens to be one of the 
top paracycling athletes in the U.S.   

 Goetzinger was born in Washing-
ton, D.C., grew up in Waldorf, Mary-
land and later lived and worked in Las 
Vegas as a project manager and elec-
trician.   

In his 20s, he was diagnosed with 
a rare condition called Buerger’s dis-
ease that affects blood vessels in the 
body, most commonly in the arms and 
legs. That led to the amputation of 
both legs and several fingers.   

“It’s something that only happens 
to one in 800,000 men in their 20s, 
and it basically it cuts the circulation 
off to your fingers and toes,” he said. 
“I went through seven or eight ampu-
tation surgeries and of course it be-
came difficult to maintain the 
construction job, so I kind of did a 180 
with my health.”  

He said that included eating better 
and playing sports.  

 “I started doing some of the things 
that we always say we’re going to do as 
far as my health and athletics,” he said. 
“I played wheelchair basketball for 
three years and won a national cham-
pionship in 2011 for the NWBA (Na-
tional Wheelchair Basketball 
Association), and then right after that 
is when I met Katie.”  

  
Living and working in O 

cean Pines  
 His wife, Katie, also grew up in 

Waldorf and worked as a summer 
camp counselor in Ocean Pines while 
in college. That connection led the 
couple back to the community in 2013. 
They have a 10-year-old daughter, 
Paisley, and another child on the way.   

 “We moved here so Katie could 
work here and so we could raise our 
kids here,” Goetzinger said. “She had 
always wanted to live here, and her old 
boss said she would love to have Katie 
as an employee. We came down, house 
hunted for two weeks and bought a 
house, and she started working right 
away.”  

 Katie became the 
program supervisor 
for the Ocean Pines 
Recreation and Parks 
Department, and 
Goetzinger stayed at 
home with Paisley 
until she was old 
enough for school. He 
worked at the Ocean 
Pines Racquet Sports 
Center for two sum-
mers and then took a 
job with Ocean Pines 
Aquatics, where he’s 
worked for the last 
five years.   

 At Aquatics, Goet-
zinger handles reser-
vations and guest 
check-ins. He’s also been instrumen-
tal in the department’s adoption of the 
Northstar software systems.   

 During the summer, the front desk 
role can be a busy one, with scores of 
swimmers coming to the use the pools. 
Despite the rush, Goetzinger is a de-
pendably calm and smiling face at the 

front desk.   
“The things that I’ve gone through 

with my health and surgeries just gave 
me a love for life,” he said. “I just have 
the attitude that it’s easier to be nice to 
everybody. I love talking to people and 
helping them any way I can.  

please see team on page 14



The goal of any election result count 
is to produce accurate results trusted by 
the electorate. 

With regard to the 2022 OPA Board 
of Directors election results, first, we 
need to examine the facts available re-
garding the original certified and vali-
dated results versus the subsequent 
recount by the Elections Committee. 
Then we can look at some conclusions. 

FACTS 
The original certified and validated 

election results from the Election Com-
mittee told us 9,053 votes were counted 
for all candidates; the recount says 
there were only 8,113 total votes 
counted. 

The original certified and validated 
election result as reported by the Elec-
tion Committee said 2,028 paper bal-
lots were scanned; the recount says 
there were 2,095 paper ballots scanned. 

The election was to fill three open 
seats on the Board of Directors. 

The Election Committee recount in-
dicates only 15 votes separate the third 
and fourth place candidates. 

Even after the recount, the Election 
Committee did not report how many 
lots were included in the counts from 
paper ballots. 

The Election Committee recount re-
port says 811 online ballots were 
counted. 

The Election Committee originally 
reported the number of paper ballots 
and the number of lots counted was the 
same. 

CONCLUSIONS 
What conclusions can be reasonably 

reached as to whether or not the re-
count did “provide the correct results,” 
as now claimed by the Election Com-
mittee? 

First, the Election Committee did 
not count 811 online ballots. It counted 
764 online ballots representing 811 vot-
ing lots. Lots vote in OPA elections, not 
ballots. This year one ballot could rep-
resent multiple lots owned by the same 
entity. The Committee and association 
members must realize that the words 
“ballot” and “lot” are not interchange-
able in this past election. 

Second, the original Election Com-
mittee scan and the hand recount of 
paper ballots resulted in counting votes 
for only a single lot when some paper 
ballots included votes for multiple lots. 
It was impossible to accurately count 
the vote results for paper ballots. 

Third, the original certified and val-
idated total vote count for all candidates 
was incorrect by over 10%. 

Fourth, the number of paper ballots 
and the number of paper-ballot lots 
cannot be the same number this year. 

Fifth, and perhaps most impor-
tantly, the 15-vote difference between 
the third and fourth place candidates, 
down from an originally certified differ-
ence of 152, makes it impossible to 
know with any degree of confidence 
which candidate won that third seat on 
the Board of Directors, given the inabil-
ity to know how many paper lot votes 
were actually counted in the election 
and how those missing votes were cast. 
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Commentary 
By Joe Reynolds 

OceanPinesForum.com

General Robert Edward Lee, the commander of the Confeder-
ate Army of Northern Virginia, died at his home in Lexington, 
Virginia on October 12, 1870. He was 63 years old. 

After Lee surrendered his army at Appomattox Court House, 
Virginia, in 1865, he returned to Richmond, Virginia, and an 
uncertain future. With his military career over, he accepted 
the presidency of Washington College in Lexington, Virginia. 
Under his leadership, the struggling institution’s enrollment 
increased from a few dozen to more than 300 students. He con-
tributed to faculty stability, revamped the curriculum and 
improved the physical condition of the campus. Lee suffered 
a stroke on September 28, 1870, and lingered for two weeks be-
fore passing. The school changed its name to Washington and 
Lee College soon after he died. 

Courier Almanac

Various organizations urge women to familiarize themselves with their breasts and conduct somewhat routine self-exams so they can uncover any lumps or other issues that may warrant further examination by a physician. Though self-exams can lead to discovery of breast cancer when the disease is most treatable, the World Health Organization notes that as many as 90 percent of breast masses are not cancerous. Non-cancerous abnormalities may be benign masses such as fibroadenoma and cysts or indicative of in-fection. It’s also important that women recognize that breast cancer is not always accompanied by a lump. In fact, the Mayo Clinic reports that many women with breast cancer never experience any signs or symptoms of the disease. In such instances, the disease is discovered during screening tests, which include mammograms.  

Did You  

Know...

Election wrap-up 

Vote NO on sports complex question
Editor: 

      We have all heard the expres-
sion, “the devil is in the details”. Now 

and until Novem-
ber 8th Worcester 
County residence 
are going to be 
asked a ballot ques-
tion. Question A 

will appear on the November 8th bal-
lot as well as the mail-in ballots people 
are starting to receive today, Oct. 4th. 
Question A titled “Local Referendum 
by Petition   Bond Issuance for Design 
and Construction Costs of a Worcester 
County Sports Complex.” It will read, 
“The purpose of this question is to de-
termine whether the County Commis-
sioners may finance a portion of the 
costs of designing and constructing a 

Worcester County Sports Complex by 
issuing a bond.”  Then, FOR or 
AGAINST. 

Doesn’t this sound so reasonable? 
Why not some will ask, we need a 
sports complex in our county, a place 
where our children can safely play. 
Well let’s look at some of the details 
surrounding this sports complex. 

1)    Our children will not be al-
lowed to go there to play at will. Its 
purpose is to host teams competing 
from out of town. 

2)    The use of public funds to build 
a fantastically expensive project at the 
northern part of our county is wrong 
headed. The northern part of our 
county is congested enough. It should 

please see letters on page 15 
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Not being able to find what you’re 
looking for can be the peskiest of ex-
periences; uncomfortable like a strand 
of hair upon your cheek that resists 
being brushed away. 

Recently I misplaced a store re-
ceipt.  Usually such a loss is no big 
deal except in this instance it was a re-

ceipt I wanted to keep.  The first 
thought that came to mind when real-
izing it was missing was that I had left 
it in my car.  I have a habit of placing 
receipts in the flip-out compartment 
located just under the stereo console 
on the dash.  It had 
to be there.  It was-
n’t. 

Okay, I was not 
yet alarmed.  It was 
probably in my wal-
let, placed where 
most people keep 
their folding 
money.  Rarely is 
cash a tenant of my 
wallet.  I put every-
thing else, from 
credit cards to busi-
ness cards to coupons, in the fold 
most people place bills.  Hopefully too 
I had placed the receipt.  I hadn’t. 

Although not frantic, I was becom-
ing a little more concerned.  What was 
I doing and where was I when I last 
had the receipt?  I was at my desk jot-
ting down some notes.  That’s it!  It 
was under my computer monitor next 
to the paper clip holder adjacent to the 
combination clock/calendar/ther-
mometer subscription gift I received 
many years ago from the History 
Channel Club.  So confident was I in 
my conclusion I waited until the fol-
lowing morning to prove myself cor-
rect.  The next day what I found was 
disappointment and no receipt. 

What was I wearing when I last 
had the receipt?  Certainly it was 
jammed in a jacket pocket or stuffed 
in the pocket of a pair of jeans which 
had hopefully not yet been washed.  
To the closet I went to search my blaz-
ers.  Nothing!  Spilling out the laundry 
basket on the bedroom floor I checked 

the various pockets of my jeans.  No 
receipt.  But I did find my missing 
pocket knife, a five dollar bill and a 
Phillips head screw.  Before you won-
der too long about why there was a 
screw in my pocket, I have no idea. 

Now what?  Where could that re-
ceipt be?  There was only one thing 

left to do: go through the 
trash.  And so I did.  Coffee 
grounds.  Orange peels.  
Food wrappers.  I dug 
down, examining all that I 
found.  Each newly found 
wad of paper gave me hope 
that lasted only moments 
before quickly being 

smashed upon the rocks of despair.  A 
fast-food restaurant paper cup, not 
quite empty when discarded, had 
overturned spilling soda which made 
much of the contents at the bottom of 
the trash bag simultaneously moist 

and sticky.   When I 
was done scavenging 
the garbage I could 
provide, for anyone 
interested, archeolog-
ical evidence of the 
living and eating 
habits of an empty-
nest couple in the 
early twenty first cen-
tury.  What I could not 
provide was the 
whereabouts of an 
elusive receipt.  Some-

what disappointed I washed my hands 
of the potato peels adhered to my un-
comfortably sticky hands.   

Much to my chagrin I concluded 
that the receipt was lost, never to be 
found.  I also decided I never again 
wanted to go through the garbage.   

Several days later I was putting 
away clothes that my wife had laun-
dered and folded.  When I opened my 
sock drawer, the top drawer of my 
dresser, I found nestled between a 
pair of black socks and a pair of tan 
socks, the receipt for which I had been 
searching.  The sock drawer?  How it 
got there I have no idea.  But there it 
was.   

There’s an old expression that says 
you find what you’re looking for in the 
last place you look.  There’s obvious 
wisdom contained in that adage and a 
lesson to be learned.  When looking 
for something lost, it’s more prudent 
(and less sticky) to check the sock 
drawer before going through the 
garbage.   

Sock drawer, yes.  Garbage, no.

It’s All About. . . 
By Chip Bertino

chipbertino@delmarvacourier.com

Marlene OttAssociate Broker, CRS
www.MarleneOtt.com

C: 410-430-5743  O: 410-208-3500

Marlene@MarleneOtt.com

Coastal contemporary 
directly on the St. Mar-
tins River. 3 bedroom-
2 Primary ones, 1 
down and 1 up- and 3 
full baths. New 30 x 10 
Sunroom with great 
views of the river and 
new Primary bedroom and Bath on 2nd level. Separate office room off the laundry room. 1 car detached 
garage. 30 x 6 dock recently resurfaced. Large Living room with vaulted beamed ceiling. Spacious kitchen 
with bar seating plus desk and pantry cabinets built in. Primary bedroom has 15 x 9 walk-in closet with 
2 doors, bathroom with double sinks and slider to wonderful balcony so you can enjoy the sunsets or your 
morning coffee. 3 sided fenced rear yard with 8 x 10 shed. Septic upgraded 1 1/2 years ago. Metal roof 
on original part of home replaced 12 years ago and new addition done 6 years ago. Vinyl siding. Multi-
zoned HVAC with H/P in 1st level and newer Mini-split for upper level Primary suite. The well is 165' 
deep, installed in 2006. The septic was retro-fitted with the reduced nitrogen system about 9-10 years 
ago. Drain field replaced in 2020.  Public boat ramp just a few miles away.  MLS#MDWO2008188

12295 Dixie Drive    Bishopville 
$799,900 

11001 Manklin Meadows Lane Ocean Pines, MD  21811

New Price

NEW PRICE for 
your dream water-
front 3 bedroom 2 1/2 
bath 1 level contem-
porary home . It 
shows pride of owner-
ship and is ready for 
you to move into now. 
Living room with 
cathedral ceiling, plus a Family room with a gas fireplace AND a delightful Sunroom make to per-
fect package for friends and family to enjoy all that Ocean Pines has to offer. Gourmet kitchen with 
tons of cabinet space, newer appliances and designer tile backsplash. Breakfast area plus a For-
mal Dining room. Hardwood floors thru out the entire home. Huge canal front Sunroom with its own 
HVAC system. Oversized 2 car garage with built in storage closets. 10,000 lb. boat lift on part of 
the large dock. Offered partially furnished, if desired and Inventory list in documents. This home 
combines elegant coastal living with casual resort fun. Wonderful water views. House is larger than 
tax record shows because of 20x12 Sunroom addition. 2014 Sweetwater 22 foot pontoon boat with 
115 HP Yamaha motor with only 130 hrs. and trailer for sale- asking $15,000. Dehumidifier in crawl 
space. Seller has a Sears appliance service warranty in place.  MLS #MDWO2010208

57 Wood Duck   Ocean Pines 
$825,000

A Must See!
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Turning 65?

Making Medicare Easy 
and Affordable

Medicare isn’t one size fits all.  With years of        experience in the Medicare field, we can offer you real solutions and peace of mind.  We can also help you review your current premiums to see if there are more affordable options from numerous companies.
Call Susan Curtis for a personal and profes-sional consultation today!  Of course, the call is  

FREE with NO OBLIGATION.  
Serving MD, DE, VA, PA & FL

8300 Coastal Highway Ocean City, Maryland 21842  
410-973-2182 

MedicareResourceofDelMarVa.com

Medicare helps cover  
medical expenses

Medicare is the country’s health in-
surance program for people age 65 or 
older. Certain people younger than age 
65 can qualify for Medicare too, in-
cluding those with disabilities and 
those who have permanent kidney fai-
lure. 

The program helps with the cost of 
health care, but it does not cover all 
medical expenses or the cost of most 
long-term care. You have choices for 
how you get Medicare coverage. If you 
choose to have Original Medicare 
(Part A and Part B) coverage, you can 
buy a Medicare Supplement Insurance 
(Medigap) policy from a private insur-
ance company. 

Social Security enrolls you in Orig-
inal Medicare (Part A and Part B). 

Medicare Part A (hospital insur-
ance) helps pay for inpatient care in a 
hospital or limited time at a skilled 
nursing facility (following a hospital 
stay). Part A also pays for some home 
health care and hospice care. 

Medicare Part B (medical insur-
ance) helps pay for services from doc-
tors and other health care providers, 
outpatient care, home health care, du-
rable medical equipment, and some 
preventive services. 

Other parts of Medicare are run by 
private insurance companies that fol-
low rules set by Medicare. 

Supplemental (Medigap) policies 
help pay Medicare out-of-pocket co-
payments, coinsurance, and deduct-
ible expenses. 

Medicare Advantage Plan (pre-
viously known as Part C) includes all 

benefits and services covered under 
Part A and Part B — prescription drugs 
and additional benefits such as vision, 
hearing, and dental — bundled to-
gether in one plan. 

Medicare Part D (Medicare pre-
scription drug coverage) helps cover 
the cost of prescription drugs. 

Most people age 65 or older are eli-
gible for free Medicare hospital insur-
ance (Part A) if they have worked and 
paid Medicare taxes long enough. You 
can sign up for Medicare medical in-
surance (Part B) by paying a monthly 
premium. Some beneficiaries with 
higher incomes will pay a higher 
monthly Part B premium.  

Through the online application 
process, you can sign up for Medicare 
Part A and Part B. Because you must 
pay a premium for Part B coverage, 
you can turn it down. 

If you’re eligible at age 65, your Ini-
tial Enrollment Period (IEP) begins 
three months before your 65th birth-
day, includes the month you turn age 
65, and ends three months after that 
birthday. 

Important Upcoming Change – 
Rules for 2023 and later: If you accept 
the automatic enrollment in Medicare 
Part B or if you sign up during the first 
three months of your IEP, your cover-
age will start the month you’re first eli-
gible. Beginning January 1, 2023, if 
you sign up during the month you turn 
65 or during the last three months of 
your IEP, your coverage starts the first 
day of the month after you sign up. 

If you choose not to sign up for 
Medicare Part B but then decide to do 
so later, your coverage could be de-
layed. You may have to pay a higher 
monthly premium for as long as you 
have Part B. Your monthly premium 
will go up 10% for each 12-month 
period you were eligible for Part B, 
but didn’t sign up for it. This does not 
apply if you qualify for a “Special En-
rollment Period” (SEP). 

If you don’t sign up for Medicare 
Part B during your IEP, you have 
another chance each year to sign up 
during the “General Enrollment 
Period” (GEP) from January 1 
through March 31. Your coverage 
starts the first day of the month after 
you sign up.  

For more detailed information 
you can visit www.medicare.gov or 
call 1-800-633-4227.
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https://www.ssa.gov/hlp/isba/10/hlp-med003-partb2.htm
https://www.ssa.gov/hlp/isba/10/hlp-med003-partb2.htm
https://secure.ssa.gov/poms.nsf/lnx/0600805025#:~:text=SMI%20entitlement%20based%20on%20a,the%20GEP%20enrollment%20took%20place.
https://secure.ssa.gov/poms.nsf/lnx/0600805025#:~:text=SMI%20entitlement%20based%20on%20a,the%20GEP%20enrollment%20took%20place.
https://secure.ssa.gov/poms.nsf/lnx/0600805025#:~:text=SMI%20entitlement%20based%20on%20a,the%20GEP%20enrollment%20took%20place.
http://www.medicare.gov
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Donations needed to support blood centers impacted by Ian
Blood Bank of Delmarva (BBD) is 

calling on Delmarva residents to do-
nate blood amid a catastrophic hur-
ricane hitting the coast of Florida. 
Donations are needed locally and in 
anticipation of humanitarian efforts 
that will be necessary to support our 
southern neighbors. These donations 
are essential to maintaining a stable 
supply of blood and platelets in im-
pacted regions, which can help save 
lives and ensure patient needs con-
tinue to be met throughout this diffi-

cult time. 
Blood is perishable and according 

to AABB, blood collection organiza-
tions nationwide on average had only 
1-2 days’ blood supply heading into 
the storm. At BBD, the inventory as 
of Thursday morning was three days 
whereas the goal is to ideally have a 
seven-day supply. Anticipated dis-
ruptions in blood collections and 
transportation challenges in Florida 
and the Southeast throughout the 
next several days are likely to exacer-

bate already low inventories, particu-
larly in the affected areas.  

“Delmarva residents always step 
up for each other and now we must 
help Florida and the Southeast, a re-
gion that desperately needs our sup-
port,” said Patricia Killeen, Senior 
Vice President at Blood Bank of Del-
marva. “Now is a critical time to help 
those in need by making a blood do-

nation. It’s easy and only takes one 
hour. This is a dire situation and 
every donation counts.” 

To make an appointment at a 
nearby blood drive, donors can call 1-
888-8-BLOOD-8 or visit www.Del-
marvaBlood.org. Can’t donate blood? 
You can still support BBD’s mission 
by texting BBD to 20222 to give $25. 
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Southgate - Ocean Pines 
(Manklin Creek & Ocean Pkwy)

Serving Breakfast and Lunch

Free  

Wireless  

Internet

  410-208-0707

Boar’s Head Meats 

Open 6 a.m. - 2 p.m.  
Wednesday - Sunday 

Pastries and Cookie Trays

BJ’s Wholesale Club  
membership offer returns  

BJ’s Wholesale Club is once again 
partnering with the Ocean Pines Associ-
ation to bring a special membership offer, 
effective October 14 to 28, to benefit the 
Worcester County Veterans Memorial at 
Ocean Pines Foundation. 

With this offer, new members receive 
a 12-month BJ’s Inner Circle Member-
ship for $25 and $10 in cash awards to be 
used at the register, or a BJ’s Perks Re-
wards Membership, which earns 2% cash 
back on most BJ’s purchases, for $75 and 
$20 in cash awards, with BJ’s Easy Re-
newal.  

Existing Inner Circle members can 

purchase a 12-month renewal for $55 
and receive $10 in cash awards to be used 
at the register. Existing Perks Rewards 
members can purchase a 12-month re-
newal for $110 and receive $20 in cash 
awards, with BJ’s Easy Renewal.  

Cash awards will be added to the 
member’s primary membership account 
24 hours after enrollment and must be 
used within 30 days from the member-
ship enrollment date.  

In addition to offering special mem-
bership benefits, BJ’s will donate $5 of 
each Inner Circle membership fee and 
$10 of each Perks Rewards membership 
fee to the Worcester County Veterans 
Memorial at Ocean Pines Foundation.  

This offer is not available online, at 
any BJ’s location or for any current Easy 
Renewal members. Members can check 
their Easy Renewal status and opt out by 
calling 1-800-257-2582 prior to submit-
ting an application.  

This special promotion is only offered 
through Ocean Pines two times a year. 
Current BJ’s members whose member-
ships will expire before then are encour-
aged to renew during the fall offer. 
Members can check their current expira-
tion dates by checking their BJ’s receipts 
or the BJ’s app, or by calling 1-800-257-
2582. 

BJ’s membership applications are 
available at the Ocean Pines Association 
Administration Building at 239 Ocean 
Parkway and online at oceanpines.org. 
Applications must be returned with pay-
ment by Oct. 28. Check and credit card 
payments will be accepted.  

Applications may be placed in the 
drop box in the administration building 
outer lobby, dropped off at the admin-
istration building front desk or mailed to 
Ocean Pines Association, Attn: Market-
ing, 239 Ocean Parkway, Ocean Pines, 
MD 21811. 

For more information, call 410-641-
7717 ext. 3014. 

http://www.delmarvablood.org/
http://www.delmarvablood.org/
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D.A. Kozma Jewelry & CoinsSince 

1978

OUR 
44th YEAR

BUYING & SELLING GOLD, SILVER, COINS & CURRENCY
FREE APPRAISALS - 1 COIN OR AN ENTIRE COLLECTION BUYING GOLD, SILVER JEWELRY & FLATWARE

D.A. Kozma Jewelry & Coins
9936 STEPHEN DECATUR HWY RT 50 & 611 Food Lion Shopping Center WOC 410-213-7505      410-BUY GOLD (289-4653) KOZMAJEWELERS.COM    Lic. No. 2294
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Knots & Knots by Dan CollinsKnots & Knots by Dan Collins

Answers for October 5

Fishing
To say I’m a neophyte to fishing is 

an overstatement.  I don’t know any-
thing about fishing.  Growing up in 
South Philly, I thought all fish were 
named Mrs. Paul’s, rectangular 
shaped, and had bread crumbs for 
scales. 

Don’t get me wrong.  I love fish.  I 
could live on Dover sole, escargot, 
scallops, clams-on-the-half-shell, 
rockfish, crab cakes, anchovies, stuffed 
flounder, blackened salmon, and an 
occasional lobster tail on anniversaries 
and frozen fish sticks the week before 
payday. 

I have never taken the time to 
grasp the serenity of staring at a line in 
the water for hours or the satisfaction, 
if not the thrill, of catch and release 
which has become far more prevalent 
in recent decades as pollution and 
overfishing has taken its toll.  But then 
again, I don’t golf either – hit the ball, 
go find it, hit it again, go find it, hit the 
…. 

No wonder there are 19th holes at 
golf courses and well stocked ice chests 
on fishing boats.  However, it has to be 
a rush when you do make that hole-in-
one or land that 393-pound Maryland 
record swordfish as the Ro Sham Bo 
crew did last month. 

I was given the honor to address 
the Ocean Pines Anglers Club a couple 
times this summer to discuss boat 
safety – not fishing.  I have the two 
honorarium coffee mugs to prove it 
and no healing tar and feather wombs.  
While listening to the other speakers, 
it occurred to me that the old market-
ing adage that says ‘Better mouse traps 
do not catch better mice’ doesn’t apply 
to fishing.  Better fish are caught with 
better gear and proven techniques. 

The OP Anglers Club’s monthly 
meeting is a wealth of fishing knowl-
edge for the rookie and uninformed.  
The size and shape of the hooks, the 
choice of bait or lures, the location, the 
season, the temperature and clarity of 
the water and the tides are all factors 
that I can recognize but don’t fully un-
derstand nor will probably ever fully 
appreciate. 

For example, the consensus wis-

dom was that the best fishing occurred 
one hour before and after high tide if 
the tide swing is about two feet be-
cause of water clarity.  Apparently, fish 
like to see what they are eating.  The 
optimum fishing window can be less 
than two hours when the tide swings 
are greater – say six or seven feet – be-
cause so much water is rushing in and 
out. 

Likewise, the anglers in the room 
all nodded approval when the sage 
speaker pronounced that flounder like 
clear water and the best hooks are “3-
0” circle hooks versus “J” hooks (what-
ever that means) and October is good 
flounder fishing time in the bays and 
good tuna and marlin fishing off shore. 

And another tidbit: I thought that 
all sinkers got the job done.  If they 
were heavy enough to overwhelm the 
buoyancy of the bait, it would sink to 
the bottom.  Not so.  A lite weight 
sinker will bounce along the bottom.  
If you are fishing off a party/head 
boat, your line can become entangled 
with other fisherman’s lines so you 
should use a heavier sinker that will 
keep your hook in one place.  I think 
you are supposed to use lite weight 
sinkers when you are drift fishing or 
trolling and you want the hook to stay 
near the bottom but still move. 

Bait is yet another mystery to me.  
There is live bait and then there are 
plastic thingies that seduced fish to 
bite.  I’m guessing that the plastic thin-
gies – called lures - work better in 
clear water.  Otherwise, why would a 
fish want to eat plastic? 

Speaking of bait, I had no idea how 
you can bait a hook with a sand flea.  
That “3-0” circle hook must be really 
small, I thought, and, clear water or 
not, fish would need great eye sight to 
see a flea I thought.  So when I got 
home, I googled sand flea.  Surprise!  
They’re not the same as dog fleas.  
They‘re little crabs about 1” long that 
borrow into the beach. 

Finally, when the fishing is done, 
anglers are not supposed to contribute 
their unused, store bought bait to the 

please see knots on page 11
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OCT 15 - DEC 7

NOV 1 - JAN 15

Tides for Ocean City Inlet   
Day        High      Tide   
              /Low      Time  

 Th  13      Low   4:22 AM          13     High  10:57 AM          13      Low   5:12 PM          13     High  11:16 PM       F   14      Low   5:03 AM          14     High  11:41 AM          14      Low   6:00 PM       Sa  15     High  12:00 AM          15      Low   5:48 AM          15     High  12:28 PM          15      Low   6:52 PM       Su  16     High  12:47 AM          16      Low   6:38 AM          16     High   1:19 PM          16      Low   7:48 PM       M   17     High   1:41 AM          17      Low   7:33 AM          17     High   2:17 PM          17      Low   8:45 PM       Tu  18     High   2:42 AM          18      Low   8:31 AM          18     High   3:19 PM          18      Low   9:40 PM       W   19     High   3:46 AM          19      Low   9:30 AM          19     High   4:18 PM          19      Low  10:31 PM       

Arts Council features new exhibits
During the month of October, the 

Worcester County Arts Council will 
present an exhibit featuring artwork 
by two Gallery Co-Op Artists: Judy 
Benton, acrylic and oil paintings, and 
Jason Giusti, glass sculptures. 

The opening reception of this ex-
hibit will be held on Friday, October 
14, from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. Come meet 
the artists and enjoy complimentary 
refreshments. Exhibit on display 
through October 30. 

Selected pieces of artwork, donated 
by featured artists, are available for 
bidding during the silent auction to 

benefit the Arts Council’s Arts Schol-
arship program. 

Visit the Arts Council’s Gallery, lo-
cated at 6 Jefferson Street in Berlin, 
Tuesday through Sunday, 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. to view the exhibits and place 
your bid. 

In addition to the featured artists’ 
exhibit, new artwork created by thirty 
artists and members of the Co-Op 
Gallery are on display and available for 
purchase. 

 For more information, please 
visit: www.worcestercountyartscoun-
cil.org 

knots 
from page 10 
 
local habitat.  Bait of foreign origin can 
introduce unwanted bacteria into the 
water or the local Sushi bar. 

If you really want to get into fishing 
or really want to know the subtitles of 
the sport beyond choosing a fishing 
rod, you ought to visit the Ocean Pines 
Anglers Club’s monthly meeting in the 
OP library on the second Saturday of 
the month.  It’s more informative than 
reading Ernest Hemmingway’s Old 
Man and the Sea and the coffee and 

donuts are free. 
Stay safe.  Stay dry. 
Dan Collins can be reached for 

comment at dancollins.ocean-
pines@gmail.com.

Convenience Center to close for renovations 
Beginning November 7, 2022, the 

Snow Hill Home Owner Convenience 
Center (HOCC) will be closed to the 
public for approximately 90 days, 
while repairs and upgrades are made 
to the facility.  

“The center’s existing wooden 
bulkheads have reached the end of 
their useful life and are being replaced 
with concrete bulkheads,” Public 
Works Director Dallas Baker said. 
“The ramp approaches are also being 
repaved. The work will involve heavy 
equipment, so for safety reasons the 
public will not be permitted to enter 
the site.  

Alternate refuse collection loca-
tions are available in Pocomoke, 
Berlin, and at the Central Landfill in 
Newark. 

For more information, contact 
Worcester County Recycling Manager 
Mike McClung at 410-632-3177. 

 

Gift card raffle underway 
Are you looking for ideas for your hol-

iday gift-giving? Or maybe a little some-
thing for yourself? The Church of the 
Holy Spirit can help. They are raffling off 
three small artificial trees covered with 
gift cards. There is a tree with cards worth 
$500, one with cards worth $300 and 
one with cards worth $200. Give some, 
keep some; it’s up to you! 

Tickets are $5 each or three for $10. 
They are available now from Monica at 
443-235-8942. The drawing will be De-
cember 4; you do not need to be present 
to win. 



Page 12  The Courier  October 12, 2022

Some things to  
think about

Gathered from the internet by Jack Barnes
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Observing - Students in Kelly Upchurch’ s Enrichment class at Berlin Intermediate 
School used microscopes to look at a sample of pond water. Students observed many 
different microorganisms. Pictured below are Gavin Jadwin and Ronan Keller. 

Scholarships awarded to three students 
An Ocean City student and two young women from Berlin each have been 

awarded $1,750 college scholarships from the Ocean City chapter of the Sons 
and Daughters of Italy. All three graduated this year from Steven Decatur High 
School. 

Receiving the awards were Danielle Consigli of Ocean City, a nursing student 
at the University of South Carolina; Emma Sperry of Berlin, now studying ac-
tuarial science at North Carolina State University; and Ashten Snelsire of Berlin, 
who is attending the University of Richmond, studying economics, finance, and 
marketing. 

The Sons and Daughters of Italy is accepting new members. For information 
on how to join and our membership application, visit our website at sonsofita-
lyoceancity.com. 

 
Pullin recognized   

The Pine’eer Craft Club of Ocean Pines announced Jo Ann Pullin as the Oc-
tober Crafter of the Month.   

Pullin is the proud owner of NeiShell’s Coastal Crafts. 
She enjoys creating one-of-a-kind pieces using found ob-
jects.   

As a child, Pullin and her father would collect seashells 
on the beach, as a special activity. Today, she gathers sim-
ilar objects and, with help from her husband, Kevin, adds 
hardware to make beautiful gifts.   

If Pullin is not on the beach or in the studio, she is 
making memories.   

View Pullin’s projects and other handmade items at 
the Artisan Gift Shop in White Horse Park, on 239 Ocean 
Parkway in Ocean Pines. The shop is open every Saturday from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. For more information, 
visit https://www.oceanpines.org/web/pages/artisan-gift-shop.  

https://www.oceanpines.org/web/pages/artisan-gift-shop
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To place your business card call  

410-629-5906Support Local Businesses

B O A T  L I F T S

B A N K I N G D E N T I S T R Y

Gerard Ott, D.M.D., PA 

Jeremy Masenior, D.D.S. 
Family Dentistry  

1 Pitts Street 
Berlin, Maryland 21811 

 
(410) 641-3490 

ott.masenior@gmail.com 

Jessica Short 
12010 Industrial Park Road Unit 11 
Bishopville, MD 21813

oceancitylifts@aol.com 

410-352-5095 
MHIC 133392

F I N A N C I A L  C O N S U L T I N G

434-382-8920

Bookkeeping 
Payroll 
Tax Prep 

Credit Repair 
Lien Removal 
Tax Resolution

amaconsulting@gmail.com 
amaconsultingbusiness.com

Credit Trade Lines

D A N C E

443-994-8561

Private Dance Studio in South Point
Jean Marie OC Dance Studio

www.jeanmariedancestudio.com

Ballet   Pointe   Jazz   Hip Hop   Lyrical   
Contemporary    Senior Moves 

Wedding & Partner Moves    Small Group 
Private Lessons

F I N A N C I A L  S E R V I C E S

F L O O R I N G

410-208-3879 
(c) 443-944-5362 
ahtiffer@seafloorcarpets.com www.seafloorcarpets.com

11308 Manklin Creek Road, Ocean Pines

I N V E S T M E N T S

MANAGE  YOUR  RETIREMENT GAINS 
AMERICA’S  FIXED  ANNUITY   

* LIFETIME   INCOME * 
14%  INTEREST GROWTH FOR 10 FULL YEARS  

INSURANCE Co. FOUNDED IN 1851 
 

FOR   FREE   INFORMATION:  410-641-0378

Leaf Protection   Gutter Installation & Repairs

443-880-4813
Ocean Pines

THEGUTTERPROS.COM INFO@THEGUTTERPROS.NET

G U T T E R S

team 
from page 3 

 
“I also just love Ocean Pines,” he 

continued. “Even today, I spent my 
whole morning running from place to 
place in Ocean Pines helping people.”  

  
New athletic heights and  

nonprofit work  
 Goetzinger said there aren’t 

enough people in the area to play 
adaptive team sports, so he switched 
to handcycling, essentially a three-
wheeled bicycle powered by the arms 
rather than the legs.   

 He also became involved in non-
profit work with Achilles Interna-
tional of Maryland, an organization 
that promotes disabled athletes.  

“I just knew that there was a need 
on the shore to help people with dis-
abilities get out there and partici-
pate,” he said. “We basically helped 
anyone with any physical disability 
participate in mainstream sports.”  

 For two years, funds from the 
Freedom 5K event hosted by Ocean 
Pines Recreation and Parks helped to 
sponsor food and snacks for the 

roughly 100 paracyclists who partici-
pated in the annual Marine Corps 
Marathon.  

“For almost 100 people, Ocean 
Pines basically sponsored their pizza 
parties and all of their Gatorades and 
peanuts,” he said.   

Because of his involvement in vet-
erans’ groups, Goetzinger also 
worked with the late Anna Foultz and 
her Star Charities nonprofit. Foultz 
presented a $1,500 check to Goet-
zinger and Achillies International in 
October 2019, one month before she 
passed away.   

 “Her charity helped us out and, 
me not being a veteran, I took all that 
money and we sponsored another 
dinner at the Marine Corps 
Marathon, and then we helped two 
local veterans buy equipment,” Goet-
zinger said.  

 Goetzinger said his Achilles Inter-
national chapter closed during the 
pandemic, in part because there just 
were not enough local people taking 
advantage of the funding.   

 “It was hard to get that handful of 
people out of the house to participate, 
and I didn’t want to collect funds 

through a nonprofit just for myself,” 
he said. “But we would always do it 
again if we could.”  

Goetzinger, however, continues to 
compete and excel in both regional 
and national competitions.   

He finished second in the Mid-At-
lantic Para-Cycling Series in 2018, 
and first in 2019, 2021 and 2022. He’s 
also placed near the top in the New 
York City Marathon and the Marine 
Corps Marathon.   

 “Next year, the goal is to try to 
win the Mid-Atlantic region again, 
and that has six-to-eight races each 
year. I also hope to win the New York 
City Marathon,” he said. “I’ve gotten 
as high as fifth place in that event.”  

Goetzinger started a GoFundMe to 
raise money for entry fees and related 
expenses. For more information or to 
donate, visit https://www.go-
fundme.com/f/2023-race-season.   

  
Loving the community  

 Goetzinger credited the Aquatics 
Department’s recent financial success 
to the management of Aquatics Di-
rector Kathleen Cook.   

 “Kathleen has used the staff in a 

more meaningful way than in years 
past, and that helped minimize some 
of the expenses that weren’t creating 
great revenue,” he said. “It’s really 
worked out in the department’s favor. 
She has Michelle [Hitchens] that’s 
handling all the classes and swim les-
sons, and then she’s used myself and 
another front desk staff member to 
help keep things running smoothly.”  

 Goetzinger said both he and Katie 
“just love working for Ocean Pines.”  

 “I look forward to every summer 
and offseason to seeing two groups of 
Aquatics members and guests. I also 
love working the birthday parties 
there and going the extra mile to 
make sure all the residents and guests 
that come there are happy,” he said. 
“I think Katie takes the same ap-
proach to her job and her programs.   

 “We love it here, and we plan to 
be here for as long as Ocean Pines will 
have us. We always just try to be pos-
itive, and to encourage people to 
come and participate in all the things 
that we have,” he continued. “And, of 
course, we’re both really looking for-
ward to welcoming the new baby in 
April.”  
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S I D I N G

To place your business card call  

410-629-5906

T I T L E  S E R V I C E S

N A T U R A L  F O O D S

Support Local Businesses

9240 Peerless Rd. Bishopville, MD 21813 410-629-1573 Fax: 410-629-1946

L A W N  M A I N T E N A N C E

W A T E R

REAL ESTATE PURCHASE & REFINANCE SETTLEMENTS 
INDEPENDENCE SPECIAL 25% DISCOUNT 

Active Duty & Veterans - US Armed Forces, Law Enforcement, 
EMT & Firefighters  

410-213-7741 / 410-213-7742 fax 

AcquestTitle@comcast.net / Acquest-Title.com

Place your 
business card here ! 
Call Linda Knight 

443-366-4184  

P A T I O

PAVER PATIOS
Brick Paver Patios    Retaining Walls   Fire Pits   Decks

410-390-1499
Decks, Patios & Improvements - Family Owned & Operated

Call for a FREE ESTIMATE

SUPPLEMENT SATURDAY!  15% off All Supplements 
(First Saturday of Every Month)

Natural Health Food Store

Place your 
business card here ! 
Call Linda Knight 

443-366-4184  

P R O P E R T Y  C L E A N  O U T

T H E R A P YL A N D S C A P I N G

P R O P E R T Y  S E R V I C E S

Mobile, In-Home Physical, Occupational and Speech Therapy Services  Lisa M. Clifford, PT, DPT, MBA, CWT Owner/Physical Therapist 443-228-6040 www.ShoreTherapySolutions.com

Atlantic Landscaping & More

410-713-9159 
Call or text for free estimates 

Property Management, Lawn Care, Gutter Cleaning,  Power Washing, Window Cleaning, Leaf Removal,  Painting, Stone, Gravel, Mulching, Cleaning,  Hauling Services, Stump Grinding, Shed Demolition, House, Shed & Garage Clean Outs & More

letters 
from page 4 
 
be built in the southern end whose econ-
omy needs a boost. 

3)    The 95 acres just off Flower 
Street will cost tax payers $75,000 an 
acre or $7.1 million. Land is available in 
other parts of the county far, far cheaper. 

4)    This sports complex located next 
to the high school will benefit the hotels 
and restaurants in Ocean City and West 
Ocean City greatly. 

5)    Once again, a project being con-
sidered and approved by the same 4 
commissioners with no business plan, 
no total transparency reminiscent of the 
Black-Eyed Susan River Boat fiasco in 
Snow Hill.  

6)    It is estimated that a government 

owned sports complex requires approx-
imately 25% subsidy to operate, not in-
cluding debt service & capital reserve 
funding. Where is that money coming 
from?? A tax hike will be probable. 

7)    Efforts to obtain total costs for a 
sports complex from our County Com-
missioners have been unsuccessful. 
Why, could it be they do not know?? 

 8)    This is a fast tracked sports com-
plex that never appeared in our County 
Capital Improvement Plan until less 
than a year ago. 

9)    Given the current economic sit-
uation, is this the right time to be build-
ing a major capital project? Vote against 
or “NO” on question A. 

 Dennis W Evans  
Berlin 

Vote against Question A
Editor: 

Worcester County voters who have 
requested mail-in ballots may start to re-
ceive them any day. I encourage all 
those voting by mail, as well as those vot-
ing in person and by absentee ballot to 
Vote AGAINST Question A. 

Vote AGAINST: 
- The use of public funds for the con-

struction and operation of a Sports Com-
plex in the north end of the County 

- Traffic congestion. 
- A facility with no business plan. 
- The disrespect conveyed to the peo-

ple of Berlin. 
- The oversaturation of sports facili-

ties in the mid-Atlantic region. 

- A project in which participation 
rates in most sports have shown a de-
cline. 

- A fast tracked sports complex that 
never appeared in our County Capital 
Improvement Plan until less than a year 
ago.  

Vote AGAINST Question A! Thank 
you. 

Vincent dePaul Gisriel, Jr. 
Ocean City 



Page 16  The Courier  October 12, 2022

 

Enjoy Game Day on Sundays with 
Food Specials &  

NFL Sunday Ticket  
for all games. 

 
Monday is BURGER NIGHT 

 
Tuesday Trivia with  

DJ Bigler 7-9 
 

Thursday Tapas  
small plate menus 

 
Friday & Saturday 

Live Entertainment 4-7 
 

Lunch Specials Everyday!

Open 7 days a week by 11:30ish 
 

12513 Ocean Gateway - West Ocean City 
410-390-5998
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