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2023 season kick‑off
meeting Nov. 30

By William Bellou
Publisher 

S
an Jose Composite is San Jose's
first mountain bike team for
high school and middle school

students founded by Eileen Elam
and her son James Thelen, a sen‐
ior at Leland High School.

The team has students from
Leland, Bellarmine, Willow Glen,
Pioneer, and Santa Teresa, and is
open to students that reside in San
Jose. 

“San Jose Composite was found‐

ed to get more kids on bikes in a
fun and supportive environment,”
said James Thelen. “It’s exciting to

see our team grow in a positive
direction with five of our team
members qualifying to compete in

the NorCal Championship race.”   
The mountain bike team holds

practices for experienced riders on
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Satur‐
days January through May. Newer
and younger rider practice takes
place on Wednesdays.  

Since Composite is growing, the
team is striving to attain more
coaches/ride leaders. In order to
hold practice, the league requires
a minimum of two coaches for every
eight   riders. 

2023 kick‑off 
The team's 2023 season kick‐off

meeting and jersey fitting party is
See BIKE TEAM, page 7

Casino Night 
Gala to benefit
Playgarden at
Almaden Lake
Park

By William Bellou
Publisher

T
he Playgarden Task Force
is hosting a Casino Night
benefit at the Almaden Golf

& Country Club, Thursday, Octo‐
ber 20, 5:00 p.m. 

This event is expected to be a
fabulous evening of fun to raise
funds for Phase 2 of the Playgar‐
den at Almaden Lake Park, an all‐
inclusive playground serving peo‐
ple of all ages and all abilities.  

The theme for the evening is
“Roaring 20’s” Casino Night with
hosted wine hour, auction, din‐
ner, and casino games: blackjack,
roulette, craps, and poker.  

This gala evening will be emceed
by Top 100 Women of Influence,
Heather Lerner, and will feature
a keynote by the Voice of San Jose,
and Radio Hall of Famer, Lissa
Kreisler.  

This is for the kids ‐ to build a
more inclusive, just, and healthy
future for everyone.  Seniors can
be included in play with their
grandchildren; Children and
adults with disabilities can be
included in play with family and
friends; Parents of special needs
children can meet each other and
form supportive relationships.

Phase 2 of the project will add
new amenities surrounding the

See PLAYGROUND, page 7

San Jose’s first mountain bike team founded to get more kids on bikes

By Jan Kadah
San José Spotlight

T
he amount of funds flooding
into San Jose’s mayoral race
is breaking the record books

—with almost $2.4 million spent in
special interest money to date.

With a little over a month before
San Jose elects its next mayor, Santa
Clara County Supervisor Cindy
Chavez and San Jose Councilmem‐
ber Matt Mahan are locked in a hotly
contested—and expensive—race.
The two candidates have collec‐
tively raised $1.78 million since June
to fuel their campaigns, with Mayor
Sam Liccardo terming out at the end
of the year.

Six political action committees
(PAC) are pouring money into
Chavez’s fight to be the mayor of
the nation’s 10th largest city. The
PACs—including those backed by
labor and police unions, the San
Francisco 49ers football team and
former Bloom Energy executive
Carl Guardino—show Chavez out‐
pacing Mahan. Collectively, they
have spent more than $563,000 in
the last three months for Chavez—
and more than $1.6 million since
December.

“I have a really strong cross sec‐
tion of the community. I have sup‐
port from the environmental com‐

munity, the labor community, non‐
profit leaders from the business sec‐
tor,” Chavez told San José Spotlight.
“The reason that I’m working so
hard to have all of that varied sup‐
port is because the best way that a
mayor can lead San Jose is with deep
and meaningful relationships across
all spectrums.”

Mahan has the backing of two
PACs—Common Good Silicon Val‐
ley, a PAC formed by outgoing Mayor
Sam Liccardo, and the Silicon Val‐

ley Biz PAC. Both have spent
$358,000 to boost his campaign in
the last three months. In total,
Mahan’s campaign has received
more than $718,000 since Decem‐
ber.

Despite being outspent by spe‐
cial interests, Mahan, for the first
time in this election cycle, has out‐
fundraised Chavez by almost
$150,000. He has raised $969,000
and spent more than $592,000 as
of Sept. 30. Chavez has raised close

to $820,000 and spent more than
$541,000 on her campaign.

Mahan has criticized Chavez for
the big dollars supporting her cam‐
paign—especially from the 49ers
and developer DeBartolo Corpora‐
tion who have funneled $420,000
into a PAC. He also sent an email to
residents arguing the DeBartolo Cor‐
poration is backed by former Pres‐
ident Donald Trump because one
member of the DeBartolo family, 

See CAMPAIGNS, page 19

San Jose mayoral race breaks campaign cash records

San Jose Councilmember Matt Mahan and Santa Clara County Supervisor Cindy Chavez at a candidate forum hosted
by San José Spotlight on Sept. 15, 2022. Photo by Jana Kadah.
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T
o fulfill its obligation to pro‐
tect the public’s privacy, the
Santa Clara County Board of

Supervisors moved forward with
three privacy protection actions at
recent meetings: 

• In response to an earlier pro‐
posal by County Supervisor Joe
Simitian, the Board substantially
updated the County’s privacy ordi‐
nance to protect personal informa‐
tion about the County’s residents
and clients; 

• The Board adopted a detailed
description of the duties of the Coun‐
ty Privacy Office; and,

• The Board also approved a sub‐
sequent proposal from Simitian that
directs County Administration to
begin the process of creating a
secure file transfer system that could
be used across all County depart‐
ments to ensure that the files sub‐
mitted by constituents are secure
and confidential. 

“We gather a lot of information
about our residents, and a lot of it
is incredibly sensitive,” said Simit‐
ian. “While the goal of using these
technologies and systems is to bet‐
ter serve the public, we shouldn’t
be blind to the fact that both new
and existing technologies could be
used improperly–whether inten‐
tionally or unintentionally. We need
to recognize that the County has an
ongoing obligation to protect the
information we collect from our res‐
idents.”

The updates to the County’s Ordi‐
nance Code and Board Policies, first
proposed in April 2022 by Supervi‐
sor Simitian, sought to bring the
County’s “Information Practices and

Individual Privacy” Ordinance and
other County policies up to 21st cen‐
tury standards, amid ever‐evolving
privacy regulations and technolog‐
ical advancements.

The County is responsible for a
number of activities that require the
collection and storage of sensitive
information about its two million
residents. Those activities include
running hospitals and jails, admin‐
istering elections, collecting taxes,
maintaining lists of property own‐
ership and providing social servic‐
es, among many others. At the same
time, the County continually
acquires new technologies and
implements new systems that ana‐
lyze, parse, or leverage that data in
new ways, while hackers and crim‐
inals develop new tools to access
information they shouldn’t. 

In light of recent Supreme Court
decisions and actions by some states,
one of the many pressing privacy
concerns today relates to the use of
information regarding reproductive
health care services. Division A16 of
the County Code, which relates to
information practices and individ‐
ual privacy, was one prominent
example that had not kept up with
the times, as it has not been updat‐
ed since it was originally introduced
in 1979. That ordinance will now be
repealed and replaced with language
that addresses modern day con‐
cerns, including the protection of
information as it relates to provid‐
ing reproductive health care serv‐
ices in the State of California.  

Simitian said, “The fact that our
existing privacy protection ordi‐
nance was more than 40 years old
really left me shaking my head. Back
in 1979 Jimmy Carter was Presi‐
dent, gas was less than a dollar a
gallon and disco was a thing. It
seemed long past time to update our
privacy protections.”

With this new ordinance the Coun‐
ty has reaffirmed its commitment
to protecting our fundamental rights.
The County Ordinance Code explic‐
itly prohibits any County depart‐
ment from “provid[ing] information
or expend[ing] or use time, money,
facilities, property, equipment, per‐
sonnel, or other resources in fur‐
therance of any investigation…by
another governmental entity that
seeks to impose civil or criminal lia‐
bility…for: (1) The provision, secur‐
ing, receiving of, or any inquiry con‐
cerning reproductive health care
services that are legal in the State
of California; or (2) Any assistance
given to any person or entity that
relates to the provision, securing,
receiving of, or any inquiry con‐
cerning reproductive health care
services that are legal in the State
of California.”
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ValleyCurrents
cur|rent (adj.) Present, topical, timely, newsworthy. (n.) Movement in a definite direction, a flow.

N O T E B O O K

More than half of San Jose Public
Library branches now open Sundays 

C
ambrian Library as well as 15 other public
libraries in San Jose are now open seven days a
week.  

Expanding hours of operations means an expansion
of essential library services available to San Jose res‐
idents every day of the week ‐ including more frequent
access to physical materials; programs and events;
technology, such as computers and printers; and in‐
person support for every member of the community.  

This historic move comes after City Council approved
the Fiscal Year 2022‐2023 Operating Budget on June
21, 2022, which included the library’s expansion of
hours, and is in direct response to the community’s
request for Sunday hours at the library.   

“Libraries are critical resources and the lifeblood
of our communities. For the first time in history, we
will expand access to the vital services they provide
to include Sundays, something deeply desired by our
residents,” said San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo. “We
know that increasing availability to our libraries, espe‐
cially in our lower‐resourced communities, creates a
pathway for success among students, job seekers, fam‐
ilies, and community members.” 

In addition to Sunday hours offered at SJPL’s main

location the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Library, locat‐
ed in downtown San Jose; SJPL will pilot Sunday hours
from noon‐5 p.m. at the following branch libraries: 

To kick‐off SJPL’s new Sunday hours expansion,
Mayor Sam Liccardo and City Librarian Jill Bourne
welcomed the community with special remarks and
a community countdown to open the doors of the
Berryessa Branch Library on Sunday Oct. 2.  Mister
Softee served free ice cream sundaes for the commu‐
nity.  

16 San Jose Public Libraries
now open 7 days per week 

1. Alviso
2. Dr. Roberto Cruz- 

Alum Rock
3. Bascom 
4. Berryessa
5. Biblioteca 

Latinoamericana
6. Cambrian
7. East San Jose Carnegie

8. Edenvale
9. Education Park
10. Evergreen
11. Hillview
12. Joyce Ellington 
13. Seven Trees
14. Tully Community
15. Vineland
16. West Valley

To kick-off SJPL’s new Sunday hours expansion, Mayor
Sam Liccardo and City Librarian Jill Bourne welcomed
the community with special remarks and a community count-
down to open the doors of the Berryessa Branch Library
on Sunday Oct. 2.  Mister Softee served free ice cream
sundaes for the community.  

Supervisors push for 21st 
century privacy protections
Update: four decades in the making
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Bike team
Continued from page 1
taking place on November 30 at 6 p.m. For
those who would like to attend, visit
https://www.sanjosemtb.org/contact 

The team is seeking corporate sponsors,
used mountain bikes, and financial dona‐
tions in order to grow and to get more impov‐
erished youths on bikes. To donate, visit
https://www.sanjosemtb.org/sponsors‐
donations 

Students that want to ride with the team
and race with NorCal and the National Inter‐
scholastic Cycling Association (NICA) can
sign up for the 2023 season today. 

For more information on San Jose Com‐
posite, visit www.sanjosemtb.org/contact 
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Times Community Notebook

Playground
Continued from page 1
original playground footprint and will trans‐
form weed‐filled, unused space into an excit‐
ing and memorable experience zone, with a
hillside slide, nature play area, and zip lines.
With your generous support of this fundrais‐
ing event, you can help the community reach
their goal of $3.5M.

Ante up and go all in for a night of fun and
games for a great cause!

Editor’s note: The Playgarden Task Force
is comprised of representatives from the
Rotary Club of Almaden Valley‐Willow Glen,
the Kiwanis Club of Almaden Valley, and the
Almaden Senior Association. 

For more information, visit the Playgar‐
den website with details, including spon‐
sorship, tickets, and project information:
www.playgardenalp.org; or email Clay Marr
at claymarr@comcast.net

James Thelen, a senior at Leland High School,
co-founded Composite with a vision of creating
a team that would be fun and supportive. 

Mountain Bike Team
Students that want to ride with the team and race with NorCal and the National Interscholastic Cycling Association (NICA) can sign up for the 2023
season today. For more information on San Jose Composite, visit www.sanjosemtb.org/contact 
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Times News

By Tran Nguyen
San José Spotlight

S
anta Clara County’s health care
system could face a mass exo‐
dus of doctors due to poor

working conditions and lack of
respect from management.

More than 200 out of 288 coun‐
ty‐employed doctors don’t plan to
stay at Santa Clara Valley Medical
Care (VMC)—nearly 69% of whom
plan to exit the system in the next
three years, a survey conducted by
Valley Physician Group shows. The
group is a union representing more
than 450 county‐employed physi‐
cians.

Among those planning to leave,
three out of five physicians cited
not being respected by county man‐
agement as the reason. More than
70% of doctors said they feel worse
about their jobs compared to last
year.

The doctors have been working
without a contract for more than a
year, and the union has been in
negotiations with the county for
more than two years.

Dr. Steve Harris, president of Val‐
ley Physician Group, said the issues
are the direct result of county lead‐
ers failing to listen and address doc‐
tors’ concerns. The county already
lost 65 primary care doctors in the
last five years, and it has not been
able to retain people from its resi‐
dency program over the same peri‐
od, he said.

“These (survey) numbers are
shocking and they should be a wake
up call to the county,” Harris told
San José Spotlight. “This used to be
a place people would come to spend
their careers, and it’s no longer the
case.”

County officials, including Exec‐
utive Jeff Smith, have repeatedly
said the health care system has no

issues, downplaying physicians’
concerns as a tactic to win a favor‐
able contract.

“We are in negotiations with the
physician union right now and have
no comment regarding the union’s
attempts to bring attention to the
negotiations in the press,” Smith
told San José Spotlight, referring to
the survey.

Santa Clara County Supervisor
Cindy Chavez told San José Spot‐
light she can’t comment on ongo‐
ing negotiations. The other super‐
visors did not respond in time for
publication.

The survey came after the union
sounded the alarm on yearslong
problems at VMC, where doctors
said they’re being asked to priori‐
tize quantity over quality health
care. Doctors said they’re pushed to
a breaking point, with some of the
most vulnerable patients in the
region having to wait months for
appointments, crucial scanning and
diagnoses.

Harris said the issue is not sole‐
ly about pay increases, and the union
is considering a strike if Santa Clara
County doesn’t agree on a contract
soon.

“This is about working conditions
and how working conditions are so

tightly linked to patient care, but
the county has no sense of urgency
to address these problems,” Harris
said.

County‐employed physicians in
a number of departments have told
San José Spotlight they’re at their
wits’ end after years of seeing feed‐
back and concerns ignored and min‐
imized.

The issues at VMC, such as ongo‐
ing worker shortages, are not
unique—but physicians said they’re
frustrated with tone‐deaf leader‐
ship. Health care workers said the
yearslong issue is made worse by
COVID‐19, resulting in an average
wait between eight and 14 hours for
emergency services, a backlog of
hundreds of patients and months of
waiting for basic, non‐invasive
screenings. Many health care work‐
ers, including doctors, are doing the
job of two or three people, they said.

More than 76% of surveyed doc‐
tors said VMC is not providing ade‐
quate care to patients and 90% said
the county isn’t providing enough
resources and workers to support
them.

A doctor with about five years of
experience at VMC said they are
contemplating leaving, along with
four other physicians in the same
department. They said they have to
spend their days off catching up on
administrative tasks because of the
large workload. San José Spotlight
is not naming the doctors due to
their fear of retaliation.

“I thought that I had found my
forever job (at VMC), but the more
I think about it, I just feel hopeless,”
the physician told San José Spot‐
light. “What’s crazy to me is the fact
we’re one of the richest counties in
the United States, and this is how
we’re choosing to treat our
patients.”

Steve Harris, chairman of Valley Physician Group, stands with health care workers outside of Santa Clara Valley Med-
ical Center to call attention to workplace issues in July 2022. Photo by Tran Nguyen.

Santa Clara County doctors
ready to quit, survey shows

The doctors have
been working 
without a contract
for more than a
year, and the union
has been in negotia‑
tions with the 
county for more
than two years.



ALMADEN TIMES n SEPT. 30 – OCT. 13, 2022 n PAGE 9SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 n ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COM



SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 n ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COMPAGE 10 n ALMADEN TIMES n SEPT. 30 – OCT. 13, 2022

Times Arts

San Jose Chamber
Orchestra presents
‘Ourland: A 
Dystopian State’

S
an José Chamber Orchestra (SJCO) will
present Ourland: A Dystopian State on
Saturday, Oct. 22 at 7:30 pm. 

"I'm thrilled to announce our 2022‐2023
season of musical renewal”, said San José
Chamber Orchestra Founder and Music Direc‐
tor Barbara Day Turner. “These past two years
have re‐confirmed my long‐held belief that
live music, with its sense of involvement and
exchange of energy between performers and
audience, is a completely different art form
than any other. We hope to see many new
faces at our concerts and make many new
friends during this upcoming season of cre‐
ative programming of known repertoire and
world premieres."

Ourland: A Dystopian State
Saturday, October 22 | 7:30 pm   and Sun‐

day, October 23 | 7:30 pm   
3Below Theaters & Café, 288 South Second

Street, San José 95113

World Premiere Opera
Winter's Gifts: Peace
• Friday December 16, 2022 | 8 pm   
• Mission Santa Clara at Santa Clara Uni‐

versity. 500 El Camino Real, Santa Clara, 95053
• Saturday December 17, 2022| 8 pm   
• First United Methodist Church. 625 Hamil‐

ton Avenue, Palo Alto, 94301
Conductors Barbara Day Turner and Daniel

Hughes 
SJCO’s annual winter holiday celebration

with The Choral Project.
The Program
Selections reflecting the winter season hol‐

idays and the yearning for peace. Includes
Rene Clausen’s In Pace, Across the Calm
Waters by Ahmed Alabaca, Pacem: Find Love
from Ben Allaway’s Heaven & Earth: A Celtic
Mass, and the premiere of “Molytva Pro
Protsvitannya” (“A prayer for prosperity”)
written by the Choral Project’s director Daniel
Hughes.

Celebration
Saturday December 31, 2022 | 7 pm    
St Francis Episcopal, 1205 Avenue, San José
Conductor Barbara Day Turner/ Guest

artists pianist Jon Nakamatsu and clarinetists
Jon and Alec Manasse.

Glorious works to welcome the changing
of the year.

The Program
• Serge Prokofiev: Overture on Hebrew

Themes
• Jessie Montgomery: Strum for string

orchestra
• W. A. Mozart: Larghetto from Clarinet

Quintet
•  Frederic Chopin: Romanze from Piano

Concerto in e minor
• Franz Krommer: Allegro from Concerto

for two Clarinets, opus 35
• George Gershwin: I Got Rhythm (arr.

Michael Touchi)
• Michael Touchi: Fantasia on Klezmer

SJCO CHAMBER MUSIC
Sunday February 12, 2023 | 7 pm   
St Francis Episcopal, 1205 Avenue, San José
SJCO string quartet and the Dallas‐based

Julius string quartet featuring the famed Octet
by Felix Mendelssohn.

The Program
• Fanny Mendelssohn: String Quartet in Eb

Major
•  Viktor Ullman: String Quartet String Quar‐

tet No. 3
•  Felix Mendelssohn: String Octet in Eb

Major

NEW SOUNDS
Sunday April 2, 2023 | 7 pm     
St Francis Episcopal, 1205 Avenue, San José
Trumpet Soloist Mary Elizabeth Bowden 
The Program
Three fabulous new works by American

Composers
• Timothy Adams, Jr: Harriet: Journey to

Freedom
•  Vivian Fung: Trumpet Concerto (co‐com‐

missioned by SJCO), 
• Durwynne Hsieh: Symphony#1 for Cham‐

ber Orchestra
World Premiere, climate change inspired

work (commissioned by SJCO)

CONCERTO NIGHT
Sunday May 14, 2023 | 7 pm     
St Francis Episcopal, 1205 Avenue, San José
Soloists ZOFO piano duo Eva‐Maria Zim‐

mermann and Keisuke Nakagoshi and vio‐
linist Jaewon Wee (Klein competition laure‐
ate 2022)

The Program
• J.S. Bach: Concerto in a minor for violin 
• Pablo Ortiz: ZOFO ENCAJONADO (A con‐

certino in three movements for piano four
hands, cajon, and strings (World Premiere)

• Elizabeth Jonasson: Wind Through the
Poplar Trees (World Premiere)

• Franz Schubert: Fantasie in f minor
(arranged for string orchestra by Dobrinka
Tabakova)

TICKETS
Subscriptions on sale now
$293 to $338. Discounts for seniors and

students. 
Single Tickets for concerts on sale now
Tickets $65 to $75
Seniors 62+ $55 to $65
Ages 22 and under $15/$25
For more information, visit www.sjco.org; or

call (408) 295‑4416; email sjcorch@gmail.com

visit
PlaygardenALP.org



Community 
Organization: 
Pi & World

By Khedaar Kashyap
Special to the Times

T
he famous saying by Eric Hoffer goes,
“In times of change, learners inherit
the earth, while the learned find them‐

selves beautifully equipped to deal with a
world that no longer exists.” 

The discoveries of a decade ago have lost
their novelty and headlines are quickly mov‐
ing onto the next breakthrough in all walks
of life. From the wheel to cars to planes and
rocket ships, the world has brought end‐
less possibilities. 

The number pi, or 𝝅 is an irrational num‐
ber, one that follows no pattern and is end‐
less. While there are patterns inside of pi,
the number as a whole is just as unpre‐
dictable as our world.

Pi & World is a non‐profit organization
that is dedicated to teaching the youth and
educating the world about technology, sci‐
ence, and current events. The organization
aims to spread knowledge to those who are
curious for knowledge, especially in an ever‐
changing world. The organization holds
monthly, free classes which are dedicated
to teaching the youth about computer sci‐
ence, machine learning, robotics, and imag‐
ing, already hosted several workshops and
received over 75 signups. 

Pi & World inspires students to take action
and continue their journey to learning new
techniques. The transformation to a digital
world demands the skills to handle tech‐
nology, a key that Pi & World provides.

Pi & World also publishes monthly news‐
papers which write about current news,
focusing on breakthroughs in law, tech‐

nology, and science. As California gears up
for its general election this November, many
propositions have been displayed on ads and
campaigned for in the general public. 

Pi & World uncovered a recent propos‐
al, Proposition 26, and did an in‐depth analy‐
sis looking at both sides of the argument.
Over time, mainstream media has gone away
from long, content‐filed articles to shorter,
straight‐to‐the‐point content. 

In the future, Pi & World looks to expand

their newsletters and workshops to a larg‐
er audience, recruiting instructors from
across the state and more outlets to teach
the fruits of technology.

About Pi & World 
Pi & World is a 501c3 nonprofit organi‐

zation founded by Sucheer Maddury, a jun‐
ior at Leland High School.  

For more information about Pi & World,
a  501(c)(3), visit www.piandworld.org
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Anjali Govindaraj of
Almaden Valley
named to Linfield
University's Summer
2022 Dean's List

Anjali Govindaraj of Almaden Valley has
been named to Linfield University’s Dean's
List during the spring 2022 semester.

Govindaraj is a nursing major at the Lin‐
field University Portland Campus.

The Dean's List identifies undergraduate
students who have earned a term GPA at
least equivalent to a cum laude (at least 3.650
GPA) for a given semester. It is computed fol‐
lowing the posting of grades at the end of
each semester.

Linfield University is an independent, non‐
profit university with two physical campus‐
es in McMinnville and Portland, Oregon, and
an eCampus. Since 1858, Linfield has con‐
nected a traditional liberal arts experience
with practical education through 57 majors,
including wine studies, sport management
and nursing.
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Times Feature

Your Realtor
Ad Here: 
Just $89!

Call now to place your ad 
by phone: (408) 494-7000

TECH JARGON OF THE WEEK

Turing Test

H
ave you ever stumbled into a conversa‐
tion where everyone is speaking around
this “techie” word – and even after you’ve

broken in, it is difficult to understand the unfa‐
miliar jargon and acronyms? Well, there’s no
need to sweat it. Let me teach you the mean‐
ing of some commonly used tech words:

Turing Test
A Turing Test is a method of inquiry in arti‐

ficial intelligence for determining whether a
computer is capable of thinking like a human
being. The test is named after Alan Turing, the
founder of the Turing Test and an English com‐

puter scientist, cryptanalyst, mathematician,
and theoretical biologist.

Turing proposed that a computer can be said
to possess artificial intelligence if it can mimic
human responses under specific conditions. The
original Turing Test requires three terminals,
each of which is physically separated from the
other two. One terminal is operated by a com‐
puter, while the other two are operated by
humans.

During the test, one of the human functions
as the questioner, while the second human and
the computer function as respondents. The
questioner interrogates the respondents with‐
in a specific subject area, using a specified for‐
mat and context. After a preset length of time
or number of questions, the questioner is then
asked to decide which respondent was human

and which was a computer.
The test is repeated many times. If the ques‐

tioner makes the correct determination in half
of the test runs or less, the computer is con‐
sidered to have artificial intelligence because
the questioner regards it as "just as human" as
the human respondent.

The Turing Test has been criticized over the
years, because historically, the nature of the
questioning had to be limited in order for a
computer to exhibit human‐like intelligence. For
many years, a computer might only score high
if the questioner formulated the queries, so
they had "Yes" or "No" answers or pertained
to a narrow field of knowledge. When ques‐
tions were open‐ended and required conver‐
sational answers, it was less likely that the com‐
puter program could successfully fool the ques‐

tioner.
In addition, a program such as ELIZA could

pass the Turing Test by manipulating symbols
it does not understand fully. In the year 1980,
John Searle argued that this does not deter‐
mine intelligence comparable to humans.

To many researchers, the question of whether
a computer can pass a Turing Test has become
irrelevant. Instead of focusing on how to con‐
vince someone they are conversing with a human
and not a computer program, the real focus
should be on how to make a human‐machine
interaction more intuitive and efficient. 

Do you enjoy reading this column?  Send in
your comments or feedback to the author at
shub.saxen@gmail.com. Shubhi Asthana works
as a Research Senior Software Engineer at the
IBM Almaden Research Center, San Jose.



MONEY TIPS FOR STUDENTS

College students living
off campus need
renters insurance

By Erin Klaer

C
ollege students who rent
an apartment or house,
should consider purchas‐

ing renters insurance, according
to Kentucky Higher Education
Assistance Authority (KHEAA).

The KHEAA insurance provides coverage if
their belongings get stolen, burned in a fire or
destroyed by a natural disaster.

Their parents’ homeowners insurance may
cover any losses experienced by students who
live in a dorm, but this won’t be the case for stu‐
dents renting a house or apartment. Students

should check with their insurance agent to make
sure they know what’s covered and what the
deductible is if they file a claim.

Some colleges offer dorm insurance as part
of their enrollment package. Such policies often
have a low monthly cost and a small deductible,
unlike many homeowners policies.

When buying renters insurance, students
should consider replacement versus actual cash
value. Replacement means they’ll get a new ver‐
sion of the same item; actual cash value will give
them an amount based on the item’s used value.

KHEAA is a public, non‐profit agency and was
established in 1966 to improve students’ access
to college. It provides information about finan‐
cial aid and financial literacy at no cost to stu‐
dents and parents. The non‐profit also helps
colleges manage their student loan default rates
and verify information submitted on the FAFSA.
For more information about those services, visit
kheaa.com.

For more information, visit advantageeduca‑
tionloan.com.
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$15,000 public service
scholarship to carry out
project in her senior year

Thaniya Shankar of Evergreen
Valley has recently been award‐
ed the Donald A. Strauss Schol‐

arship. 
Shankar was one of 12 selected

scholars among more than 300 appli‐
cants from across 22 California schools
encouraged to apply to receive this
public service scholarship. 

The Strauss scholarships fund pub‐
lic‐service projects that the students
have proposed and will carry out dur‐
ing their junior or senior year. 

The Donald A. Strauss Public Service Scholar‐
ship Foundation, established as a memorial to the
late Don Strauss of Newport Beach, is designed to
award $15,000 scholarships to as many as 15 Cal‐
ifornia college sophomores and juniors annually.

Shankar plans to recruit volunteers from Uni‐
versity of California Riverside to mentor and sup‐
port elementary students on the autism spectrum
at underserved schools in San Bernardino City Uni‐
fied School District. 

To address the educational barriers that exist in
the Kindergarten to 6th grade public school edu‐
cational system for students with autism spectrum
disorder, Thaniya Shankar proposed the mentor‐

ship program Project LEAD (Learn, Encourage,
Advocate, and Develop) to allow college students
from University of California, Riverside to mentor
elementary students on the spectrum in the San
Bernardino City Unified School District, an under‐
resourced community. 

Students with autism display their
own unique challenges that can ben‐
efit from individualized support. This
program will not only promote a
sense of community and belonging
to autistic students, but also estab‐
lish and strengthen academic and
social skills that most autistic students
lack. 

By fostering peer mentor rela‐
tionships for students with autism
at the elementary school age level,

there will be an increase in academic and social
success in their educational journey and beyond,
empowering the neurodivergent community to
pursue postsecondary education and employment
opportunities. 

Project LEAD volunteers will curate lesson plans
that not only allow autistic students to catch up to
the mainstream academic curriculum, but also help
with personal development and interpersonal skills,
such as organization, abstract thinking, and com‐
munication.

This program will not only promote a sense of
community and belonging to autistic students, but
also establish and strengthen academic and social
skills that most autistic students lack.

Thaniya Shankar of Evergreen
receives Strauss Foundation Award



By Lorraine Gabbert
Senior Staff Writer

S
tate Assembly candidates recently
sparred over policies ranging from
abortion to education ahead of the Nov.

8 election.
Liz Lawler (R) and Gail Pellerin (D) who

are vying for a seat in the 28th Assembly
District, debated issues on Oct. 10, during
an Almaden Valley Community Association
forum.

Lawler, who served on the Monte Sereno
City Council for four years, said she has a
proven track record of working collabora‐
tively to find common sense solutions, con‐
stituent responsiveness and budget trans‐
parency. Lawler said she has addressed dif‐
ficult land use decisions amicably and has
a plan to resurface all the roads in the state. 

“It was clear to me that we needed com‐
mon sense legislators in Sacramento to effec‐
tively address the issues facing our state,”
she said. 

In a statement, Lawler said leaders are
needed who are fiscally responsible and
dedicated to representing constituents. She
said a lack of transparency and accounta‐
bility in Sacramento and divisive rhetoric
has eroded faith in government.

“Our K‐12 public schools are failing our
children, especially our most vulnerable,”
she said in a statement. “We have a hous‐
ing crisis that continues to grow…Our res‐
idents need to feel safe in our communities,
but recent reforms have led to sharp rises
in crime.”

At the forum, Lawler said she seeks to
restore needed balance, accountability and
cooperation in the State Assembly. She said
state schools have plummeted to 44th in
the nation and California is ranked last in
business climate and 47th in taxpayer
returns on investment. 

“Yet, Sacramento continues business as
usual, ramming through policies that do not
benefit from robust debate, success meas‐
ures or accountability,” she said, adding she
would ensure policies are vetted, measured
and delivered on what was promised.

Pellerin said she stands for equity, digni‐

ty and integrity. She worked for 27 years in
the State Assembly as chief elections offi‐
cial before serving as Santa Cruz County
Clerk. 

In a statement, Pellerin said democracy
can only thrive if elected officials involve the
community in solving problems regarding
affordable housing, affordable and equitable
health care and mental health care servic‐
es. She said California must remain a safe
state for reproductive services and a world
leader in addressing climate change.

At the debate, Pellerin said she’s ready to
return to Sacramento to help to solve the
challenges facing Assembly District 28. 

“After 35 years in public service at both
the local and state levels,” she said, “I am
ready to make a bigger impact driven by my
passion for connection with the communi‐
ty and my desire to shape policy around
mental health, affordable housing, health
care, education, climate change and public
safety.”

Pellerin said she is running for State
Assembly to create a more sustainable, equi‐
table and healthier community and improve
government access, especially for those most
in need of vital services. She said she has
been a fighter for democracy, protecting
voting rights, reproductive rights, LGBTQ
rights and the right to live in safe, afford‐
able communities. 

“I believe that democracy can only thrive
if elected officials involve the community in
solving the problems we face,” she said.

Pellerin said she is a dedicated, tenacious
and creative problem solver and her expe‐
rience in Sacramento means she can lead
on day one. 

“Make no mistake,” she said, “democra‐
cy is on the ballot in November.”

Rising gas prices
Pellerin said working families shouldn’t

have to pay more at the pump while oil com‐
panies make record profits. She said there
is a mystery surcharge beyond what other
states pay. We need to look at the rebates
and why the oil industry charges more in
California than any other state, she said,
adding sound policy is needed to protect

SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 n ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COMPAGE 14 n ALMADEN TIMES n SEPT. 30 – OCT. 13, 2022

Times Community

Gail Pellerin and Liz Lawler, who are vying for a seat in the 28th Assembly District, debated
issues at an Almaden Valley Community Association forum. Photo by Lorraine Gabbert.

State Assembly candidates
debate wide range of issues

Almaden’s 15th Annual 
Harvest Festival is Oct. 15
T

he Almaden 15th Annual Harvest Festival will be
held on Oct. 15, 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. in‐person
at Almaden Community Center. The Center is locat‐

ed at 6445 Camden Ave, San Jose.
Join the community in celebrating local vendors, tasty

treats, and lots of fun for all ages! 
Swing by the pumpkin patch; get spooked in the haunt‐

ed house and more! Children are encouraged to come
in costume! General admission and parking are free! 

The annual event is sponsored by the San José Parks,
Recreation and Neighborhood Services.

For more information on the Almaden Harvest Fes‐
tival, call (408) 268‐1133 or check out the Facebook
page at www.facebook.com/Almadenccsj
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consumers.
Rather than gas rebates, Lawler said she

is in favor of tax relief. She agreed Califor‐
nians pay more at the pump but said if gas
companies are charged more, the consumer
will end up paying for it. She said extending
the gas tax would have given relief to state
residents, especially those struggling eco‐
nomically. Lawler said better accountabili‐
ty measures are needed to understand where
tax dollars are going. 

Balancing state finances
Lawler said budget hawks like her are

needed to remove wasteful spending. 
“We need to tighten our belts and that will

also address inflation,” she said. “We have
to stop spending so much money.”

Lawler said the state government needs
to ensure funding isn’t put into programs
requiring long‐term funding that can’t be
supported. She would conduct widespread
audits in the state.

Pellerin said the state was fiscally prudent
in using its $100 billion surplus by estab‐
lishing rainy day and reserve funds and
investing in per‐pupil spending and infra‐
structure. She said California per‐pupil spend‐
ing raised it from ranking 48th to the top ten
in the nation. About $14.8 billion was invest‐
ed in infrastructure for railroads, highways,
walking and bicycle paths, she added. 

Pellerin believes the state is financially
prepared for dark days, including an emer‐
gency due to having sound fiscal policies in
place.  

Energy policy
Both candidates favor investment in pub‐

lic transportation, but Lawler does not sup‐
port High Speed Rail to the Central Valley. 

Pellerin said climate change is impacting
everything, and energy policies need to look
at a sustainable, clean energy future for Cal‐
ifornia to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
She said work is needed to address the
drought, capture and store rainwater and
improve the state’s energy grid to meet
demand. She said investment is needed in
clean energy solutions such as solar and wind
energy.  

Lawler acknowledged climate change and
suggested using additional options such as
natural gas and nuclear energy. 

“Natural gas is clean,” she said. “…We can‐
not just stop the use of oil and gas and expect
everybody to be okay. We have to have a
thoughtful transition plan.”

She said the United States imports “dirty”
oil from Venezuela but has much cleaner oil
and gas production in the United States. 

“Let’s use what we have until we can get
to the point where our electric grid is fully
reliable,” she said.

Abortion
Lawler said she believes in a woman’s right

to choose. She favors 15 weeks for fetal via‐
bility. She said Prop 1 is so poorly written it
opens the door for late term partial birth
abortion. She said a Berkeley study said the
proposition could endanger a woman’s right
to choose in California.  

Pellerin said abortion should be a per‐
sonal, rather a government decision. She
denounces the Supreme Court overturning
Roe v. Wade, revoking the constitutional
right to abortion.

“This decision of our highest court is an
assault on individuals to control their own
bodies,” she said.

She said Proposition 1 ensures all indi‐
viduals have reproductive freedom. She said
Gov. Gavin Newsom also signed bills ensur‐
ing California will be a sanctuary state for
those seeking reproductive services. 

Education
Lawler said school choice is essential to

provide the best education for all students.
Also, charter schools raise test scores. 

Pellerin said new per‐pupil spending will
elevate education in public schools. She said
investments in early childhood education,
childcare, English as a second language and
after‐school programs improve outcomes in
students. 

In closing, Pellerin said public service is
in her blood. 

“I will never lose sight that I work for you,”
she said, adding she will be a caretaker for
resident’s rights for representation in Sacra‐
mento.

Lawler said leaders are needed who con‐
sider the long‐term impacts of policies on
residents and businesses.

“Do you want more of the same,” she said,
“or do you want a commonsense leader who
will bring a fresh perspective and rational
problem solving?” 

California ready
to distribute new
stimulus checks   

T
he first round of one‐time payment
stimulus checks for Californians are
in process of being distributed, most‐

ly by direct deposit.
The checks are designed to assist mil‐

lions of Californians to balance increasing
inflation especially to offset gas prices at
the pump.

Eligible individuals earning up to
$250,000 and couples earning up to
$500,000 in 2020 adjusted gross income will
receive payments ranging from $200 to
$1,050, depending on their income, tax fil‐
ing status, and the number of dependents.

The one‐time payment is referred to as
a “Middle‐Class Tax Refund.” Governor New‐
som had in the spring suggested distribut‐
ing $400 debit cards to automobile own‐
ers, but that idea did not catch on as infla‐
tion for food and other items have been on
the increase. 

The payments will be made from Cali‐
fornia’s $97.5 billion surplus, which makes
this year’s budget a record $300 billion. 

In order to be eligible for a payment, you
must have submitted your 2020 California
tax return before the due date. Depending
on how they paid their taxes in 2020, the
Franchise Tax Board will distribute the pay‐
ments to qualified Californians either via
direct deposit or a postal debit card.
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Do less, not more
By Angela Copeland

H
ow do you react
when you're behind
at work, or at home?

So often, when this hap‐
pens, it feels like the
answer is to do more. Roll
your sleeves up, work
harder, and push through it. Stay up late, and
get up early. 

This can be an effective strategy if you're
doing something mindless, such as unpack‐
ing boxes after a move. But, if you're doing
work that requires thought and concentra‐
tion, doing more may not actually work. In
fact, it could have the opposite effect. 

Over‐working yourself will wear you out.
It will zap your creativity and your mental
energy. Your work will take longer, and it is
more likely that you'll make mistakes. Push‐
ing yourself too much is one of the behav‐
iors that can ultimately lead to burnout. And,
burnout can take quite a lot of time and ener‐
gy to recover from. 

Don't get me wrong. I'm not suggesting
that we all begin checking out. It's also not
an effective strategy to do nothing. 

But, when you're tight on time, or your to
do list seems to be way too long, take the
time to reprioritize. Rather than try to accom‐
plish everything, decide which of your long
list of things is the most important. A great
exercise is to try cutting your to do list in
half. If you could only accomplish half of the
things on your list, which tasks would you

begin with? Which tasks must be complet‐
ed now versus later? Which tasks are quick,
and which are long? 

Focusing in on fewer things allows us to
do those things better. It allows us to clear
our minds of the worry of having to com‐
plete too many tasks. For the items you do
complete, you'll have the time to do the best
possible job on each task. Of the tasks you
focus on, you'll actually complete them. And,
you'll do a better job. 

If you're squeezed at work, you'll proba‐
bly find this advice is the opposite of the way
many leaders think of getting things done.
So often, prioritizing what is important seems
like an impossible task. In fact, everything is
important. How can we possibly pick spe‐
cific tasks over others? 

But again, trying to accomplish too much
is not a good long term strategy. It can work
once in a while, but not normally. There's a
saying that if everything is important, noth‐
ing is important. And, this is true. When you
try to do too much, you may find yourself
completing very little of your list. 

Both at work and at home, make your goal
to do fewer things better. You'll find that this
strategy will improve your mood. You will
ultimately accomplish more. And, your qual‐
ity of work will improve overall. At work, this
strategy will force you to have tough con‐
versations about which projects take prior‐
ity. But over time, the process of repriori‐
tizing your work will become easier. And,
you'll get more done. 

Angela Copeland, a leadership and career
expert, can be reached at copelandcoach‑
ing.com.
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Much like life, 
distribution ain’t
fair (Part 2)
By Apoorva Panidapu

L
ast time, we talked about
how we have these things
called apportionment

methods to divide things fair‐
ly, like distributing the 435 del‐
egates in the House of Repre‐
sentatives to all the states. Turns
out that it’s not the easiest thing
to do! We learned what the har‐
monic mean is and how it plays
into Dean’s Apportionment
Method…but we never actual‐
ly saw how it works. Well, the
wait is finally over…let the appor‐
tioning begin!

To run Dean’s Apportionment
Method, we first need a few defi‐
nitions. (Heads up, things might
get a little more detailed/techni‐
cal, so hang in there!)

We say that the standard divisor of a
population is the fraction of the total pop‐
ulation divided by the number of repre‐
sentatives, which gives the number of peo‐
ple represented by the average represen‐
tative. Then, a state’s standard quota is the
population of the state divided by the stan‐

dard divisor.
The first step of Dean’s method is to cal‐

culate the standard quota for each state.
This number is almost definitely not going
to be an integer (AKA whole number). So,
we calculate the harmonic mean of the two
closest integers to the standard quote and
round it according to this mean. If the stan‐

dard quota is above the har‐
monic mean, round up by one,
and if the standard quota is
below the harmonic mean,
round down by one. To make
this more clear, let’s do a quick
example! Say the standard
quota is 5.37. Then, the two clos‐
est integers are 5 and 6 and the
harmonic mean of 5 and 6 is
1/((⅕ + ⅙)/2) = 60/11 = 5.45.
Since 5.37 is less than 5.45, we
round down to 5, and that is the
number of delegates for the
state!

Cool, so let’s just do this for
every state. Easy, right? Nope.
When has politics ever been easy?
In this case, when we sum up the
delegates for each state, it should
come out to a total of 435, but it
doesn’t always. If it sums up to

less than 435, that means there are sur‐
plus delegates, i.e., extra delegates that
aren’t assigned to any state. To fix this, we
need to decrease the standard divisor to
modify all the quotas until it totals up to
435. On the flip side, if the total number of

See GEMS, page 21

Gems in
STEM

By Apoorva
Panidapu
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Campaigns
Continued from page 1

Eddie DeBartolo Jr., the former owner of
the 49ers, was pardoned by Trump for a
bribery scandal.

“What concerns me is the last minute flood
of special interest money going to my oppo‐
nent. I think it distorts the democratic process,”
Mahan told San José Spotlight. “I don’t think
that billion dollar companies write $400,000
checks just because they feel like it. I think
they think they’re getting something in return.
That’s the kind of pay‐to‐play politics that
erodes public trust in our system.”

Chavez responded that Mahan is making
this claim to distract voters from the right‐
wing support his campaign has received, not‐
ing his endorsement from the Silicon Valley
Association of Republican Women. Mahan
said he never sought out the endorsement,
so it’s not a fair comparison.

Chavez supported by 49ers, labor and
mystery PACs

There is no denying Chavez’s campaign has
received the lion’s share of PAC spending. In
the primary season alone, $1.1 million went
toward supporting Chavez. That has only gone
up since June.

The heavy hitter is the PAC backed by the
49ers football team and developer DeBarto‐
lo Corporation, which hashed out $420,000
in TV ads to support Chavez—and spent it all
on Thursday.

“We’re proud to continue our support of
Supervisor Chavez, and are confident in her
unwavering leadership on pressing issues
like housing affordability and public safety that
will put San Jose, and the greater South Bay,
in a position to succeed for years to come,”
Rahul Chandhok, spokesman for the team,
told San José Spotlight.

The South Bay Labor Council also doled out
a notable amount to support Chavez’s cam‐
paign. It has spent more than $48,000 on mail‐
ers, phone banking and field expenses since
December.

“A Better Way San Jose, sponsored by San
Jose Police Officers’ Association” PAC has
spent more than $24,500 on mailers and
polling to support Chavez. The PAC, formed
in May, is funded by San Jose’s police union,
the Santa Clara County Government Attor‐
neys’ Association and the Association of
Retired San Jose Police Officers and Fire‐
fighters PAC.

In the last three months, a new PAC has
formed to support her campaign called
“Neighbors for a Diverse Community Sup‐
porting Cindy Chavez for San Jose Mayor
2022.” It’s unclear who is behind the PAC
which has only one contribution—a $50,000
donation from Assemblymember Evan Low.
He told San José Spotlight he is not involved
with the PAC, nor does he know who formed
it. He was simply asked to donate and so he
did.

“(I supported because) it’s been 24 years
since we’ve had a female mayor in the city of
San Jose,” Low told San José Spotlight. “Cindy
has always been a champion in ensuring that
the city has an opportunity to uplift voices
for all people from Asia Pacific Islanders, Lati‐
nos and the Chinese community, the Black com‐
munity, every single community.”

Low also donated $25,000 to another PAC,
called “San Jose Together, Supporting Cindy

Chavez for Mayor 2022,” which doled out a
little more than $38,000 in total.

It’s also unclear who runs the PAC called
“Neighbors Together Supporting Cindy Chavez
for Mayor 2022,” though it lists the same offi‐
cer as the South Bay Labor Council PAC. It
spent $32,000 in support of Chavez’s cam‐
paign.

Mahan backed by developers, tech execs
and investors

The two PACs supporting Mahan’s cam‐
paign have taken a different approach than
the ones behind Chavez. They have spent
more than $358,000 collectively to conduct
opposition research and polls against Chavez.

The Silicon Valley Biz PAC, which did not
spend money in the primary election, dished
out $108,000 this year. About $2,000 was
spent to create a website filled with infor‐
mation about Chavez’s campaign filings, vot‐
ing record, personal history and more. The
PAC also spent $20,000 on digital ads to
oppose Chavez.

“We’re gonna continue that,” Silicon Valley
Biz PAC’s Victor Gomez told San José Spot‐
light. “This is a critical race for the city of San
Jose. You have a choice between someone
new with fresh new ideas, and then you have
somebody that essentially you’re living her

results right now.”
The Silicon Valley Biz PAC also received a

$70,000 in‐kind donation from Common Good
with polling and opposition information.

“Our policy is to generally share resources
with partners who have common goals, and
that’s what we shared—polling and research
(not cash) that we were going to pay for our‐
selves anyway,” said Jim Reed, Liccardo’s chief
of staff who manages the Common Good PAC.
“With this approach, they don’t have to rein‐
vent the wheel.”

Common Good Silicon Valley, formed last
year, has also been racing to spend the money
Liccardo helped raise. The PAC, which is entan‐
gled in legal questions after a formal complaint
questioned the impropriety of the funds, has
spent $550,000 as of Sept. 30.

“Matt Mahan had a fantastic showing in
June despite an avalanche of special interest
money against him,” Reed told San José Spot‐
light. “We expect the same efforts from the
status quo in November as well, and will be
doing our best to ensure a level playing field.”

Contributors to the PAC include real estate
billionaire George Marcus, venture capitalist
Ron Conway’s family trust, former tech exec‐
utive turned investor Michael Stoppelman,
entrepreneur Joseph Green, Meta executives
Monika Bickert and David Wehner and Lyft
executive Tali Rapaport. Each has donated at
least $20,000, campaign filings show.

“Matt Mahan had a 
fantastic showing in
June despite an ava‑
lanche of special inter‑
est money against him,”
Reed said. “We expect
the same efforts from
the status quo in
November as well."
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Gems
Continued from page 18
delegates is over 435, we increase the divi‐
sor to modify the quotas until the total goes
down to 435. 

Weird. Why are we doing this? Does it
actually fix things?

Well, the reason this works is because if
we go back to our definitions at the begin‐
ning, we can see that the standard divisor
is the denominator of the standard quota.
This means that as its value increases, the
fraction decreases, and vice versa. (For
example, 2/5  < 2/4 < 2/3.)  So, using trial
and error, we adjust the standard divisor
until we reach the correct total of 435 del‐
egates, then use those delegate numbers as
the apportionment. Ta‐da!

To see Dean’s Method in action, let’s look
at an example! Boy, do we love examples
around here. 

Suppose we have 20 new students to
apportion to four houses Gryffindor,
Slytherin, Hufflepuff, and Ravenclaw. (I’m
going to pretend I’m one of these students
to fulfill my childhood dream of going to Hog‐
warts.) Now, Gryffindor has a population
of 2,964 people, Slytherin has a population
of 3,220 people, Hufflepuff has a popula‐
tion of 829 people, and Ravenclaw has a pop‐
ulation of 4,987 people. So, the total num‐
ber of students in the 4 houses is 12,000,
and the standard divisor is 12000/20 = 600. 

Recall that the house’s standard quota is
the population of the house divided by the
standard divisor. So, we calculate that the
standard quota is 2,964/600 = 4.94 for
Gryffindor, 3,220/600 = 5.37 for Slytherin,
829/600 = 1.38 for Hufflepuff, and
4,987/600 = 8.31 for Ravenclaw.

Now, using Dean’s Apportionment
Method, the harmonic mean cutoffs are 4.44
(the harmonic mean of 4 and 5) for Gryffind‐
or, 5.45 (the harmonic mean of 5 and 6) for
Slytherin, 1.33 (the harmonic mean of 1 and
2) for Hufflepuff, and 8.47 (the harmonic
mean of 8 and 9) for Ravenclaw. This means
the final apportionment of the twenty stu‐
dents is 5 students for Gryffindor (because
4.94 > 4.44), 5 students for Slytherine (since
5.37 < 5.45), 2 students for Hufflepuff (since
1.38 > 1.33), and 8 students for Ravenclaw
(because 8.31 < 8.47). Since 5+5+2+8 = 20
students, we don’t have to make any adjust‐
ments to the divisor—hallelujah! Our twen‐
ty students have found a house (and I hope
I’m one of the Slytherin five). 

The rounding step is where the divisor
apportionment methods vary, depending
on which kind of rounding they use. In
Dean’s Method, we’re using the harmonic
mean to round, whereas Webster’s Method
uses conventional rounding, i.e., rounding
using the arithmetic mean and Hill’s Method
uses geometric mean as the rounding cut‐
off.  So, since harmonic mean is always less
than or equal to arithmetic mean (as we
talked about in last week’s article), Dean’s
Method favors smaller states with harmonic
mean while Webster’s method is neutral to
state size. 

Dean’s Apportionment Method, like other
divisor methods, has the advantage of avoid‐
ing typical paradoxes that apportionment
methods run into, but it’s not perfect. Dean’s
Method violates something called the quota

rule. The quota rule states that each state
should get the number of representatives
that is a rounding up or down of their quota.
But, when using a divisor method like Dean’s
Method, some states can get more delegates
than their quota while others get less as the
standard divisor is modified. In fact, Dean’s
Method often violates this rule in favor of
smaller states since the harmonic mean cut‐
off is lower when the standard quota is
smaller, which explains why it is not used
in real life.

In fact, it is proven that no apportion‐
ment method is without its problems. The
Balinsky‐Young Theorem says that no
apportionment method can satisfy the quota
rule and avoid paradoxes. That’s kind of
interestingly disheartening, isn’t it? There

is no perfect method. So, all we can do is
weigh the consequences of each method
and choose one with the least drawbacks.

Turns out the consensus is that avoiding
paradoxes is more important than violat‐
ing the quota rule. So, the United States gov‐
ernment uses a divisor method, the Hunt‐
ington‐Hill Method, to officially apportion
the House of Representatives, using geo‐
metric mean as the rounding convention.
This method, along with Webster’s Method,
are neutral, while Dean’s Method is not. 

Though Dean’s Method has its flaws like
any other apportionment method, it’s an
interesting example of how divisor meth‐
ods can be created simply by finding a new
measure for rounding. This idea of trying
to find a fair distribution when no objec‐

tively perfect one exists is a crucial ques‐
tion to ask, for government, politics, and
life now and in the future.

Before you go, I have one last question
for you: Are you Dean’s Apportionment
Method? Because it isn’t fair how amazing
you are.

Until next time! If you have any questions
or comments, please email me at apoor‐
vapwrites@gmail.com.

As a recap: this column, Gems in STEM, is
a place to learn about various STEM topics
that I find exciting, and that I hope will excite
you too. It will always be written to be fair‑
ly accessible, so you don’t have to worry about
not having background knowledge. Howev‑
er, it does occasionally get more advanced
towards the end.
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CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418
Pastor: Rev. Naomi
Schulz
No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You
Are Welcome Here!
We are an Open and
Affirming Congregation,
and celebrate members of
the LGBTQ+ Community.
Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM, with
communion open to all.
Join Pastor Naomi for
tea/coffee at Orchard Val-
ley cafe in Campbell dur-
ing community drop-in
office hours from 11 AM
to 1 PM on most Tues-
days.
Our ministries/activities
include:
• Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednes-
day of every month, at
6PM.
• A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open Tu/
Th/ Sa 10:00 AM to
Noon.
• Lighted Window Pro-
ductions featuring uplift-
ing concerts, thought-
provoking theater produc-
tions, informative lec-

tures, and even an occa-
sional karaoke night--all in
a wholesome environ-
ment.  
Our activities flow from
our core values:
• Extravagant Joy
• Passionate Faith
• Loving Respect
• Deep Connectedness 
• Intentional Growth 
• Shared Laughter 
Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.org
or better yet, visit us at
our worship services on
Sundays at 10:00 AM.
Coffee, refreshments, and
conversation always, right
after service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, worship
and giving to our local
community. We are proud
to be UCC, Open and
Affirming (O&A) and wel-
come members of the
LGBT community. We
support local LifeMoves
(formerly InnVision) Shel-
ter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco
Night Ministry, Second

Harvest Food Bank,
Church World Service,
and Communities
Responding to End Pover-
ty.
Worship Sunday, 9:00 AM
followed by fellowship
and refreshments. 1st
Sunday in Worship: Holy
Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck
Sunday.
Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives.
We assemble each Sun-
day to encourage each
other through singing,
studying, praying and
sharing in the Lord’s sup-
per. Simple—just like
what one reads about in
the New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San
Jose near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club). Come make new
Christian friends!

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120.  The
Rev. Shelley Booth Den-
ney, Rector Phone:408-
268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church
in Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nur-
ture and grow a strong
faith community of believ-
ers, a family of all ages,
where each member feels
welcomed, loved, valued
and empowered to serve.
Children are especially
welcomed and cherished
as an important part of
God's family. All junior
high and senior high stu-
dents are welcome to
participate in our Youth
Groups. During the
school year we have joint
Sunday School with our
sister church, the Con-
gregational Church of
Almaden Valley, UCC. The
Episcopal Church in
Almaden offers the fol-
lowing regular opportuni-
ties for worship: Sunday
at 7:30AM and 10:45AM,
Holy Communion service.
Each Sunday service is
followed by a coffee hour
for friendship and conver-
sation.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsanjose.org
2486 Ruby Ave,
San Jose CA 95148. 
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum" the
English meaning is "Peace
be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who are
Muslims, and what is the
Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and way
of life. Islam began in the
7th century. People who
follow Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is the
Divine book that guides
Muslims to practice Islam. 
"Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
latak"" the English mean-
ing is " May Allah (swt)
protect you and your family".
Please visit our website to
learn more.

FIRST CHURCH 
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San
Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a
community serving the
Christ from the heart of
the City, working to know
Jesus and make Jesus
known by serving, wor-
shipping, and learning
together.  Worship servic-
es are at 10:00 AM at the
Horace Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa
Clara Streets). Worship
includes both contempo-
rary and traditional music,
a message that is relevant
to real life, based in the
Bible, and meaningful to
people of all ages and
backgrounds.  We work in
our community to provide
real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counsel-
ing, and spiritual direction.
Our children's & families'
ministries include Sunday
classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike
rides and fishing trips.
Come, Make a Difference
and feel the difference
God can make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchEver-
green.Com
408 274 1200 
See you on Facebook.
2650 Aborn Rd at
Kettmann, across from
the Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 55 years. 
John Goldstein Pastor.
john@GraceChurchEver-
green.com. Christian

worship every Sunday at
11am. Together we build
better lives and a better
community.
Music Institute (408)791
7772. After School
Piano, Violin, Other clas-
sical Instruments.
PreSchool, Ages 2-6
Caring for your child with
God’s love and affection.
Check our website for
current activities.

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our members.
If you are looking for an
active Christian faith
community, we invite
you to experience Holy
Spirit Parish Community.
All are welcome! We are
located at 1200 Red-
mond Avenue, San Jose,
CA 95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m. Mon-
day - Friday. Our week-
end Mass schedule is
Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish
Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or
408-997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. Information
on Faith Formation for
children and adults can
be obtained by calling
our Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in
the loop with our 3sixty
High School Youth Min-
istry by calling 408-997-
5106. Holy Spirit School
serves grades Pre-K
through 8th, and is locat-
ed at 1198 Redmond
Avenue. You can reach
the school office at 408-
268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 &
11:00 AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,

intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-
nity, promoting spiritual
growth, reaching out to
people in need and
whereyou get to know
peopleby name. We
offer children's religious
education (CREATE);
Youth Ministry (BLAST
& X-STATIC); Scripture
Study (day & evening);
Senior's Group and
many other adult min-
istries as well. Saint
Anthony parish is locat-
ed in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120. Our
weekend Masses are at
4 p.m. on Saturday at
our historic church at
21800 Bertram Road in
New Almaden, CA
95042 and on Sunday at
8:30 a.m.,10:30 a.m.,
and 5:30 p.m. at the
McKean Road location.
Our Parish Office is open
Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and Tuesday thru Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and
1 - 4 p.m. For more infor-
mation, stop by the
Parish Office or call
(408) 997-4800, or visit
our website at www.
churchstanthony.com.
Fr. Larry Hendel, Pastor.

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh) means
"disciple" or "student." A
Sikh is a practitioner of the
faith founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak in
Punjab of old British India.
A Guru who is a "teacher"
or "enlightener" completes
the relationship of teach-
ing and learning.  Sikhism
is monotheistic and
stresses the equality of all
men and women. Sikhs
believe in three basic prin-
ciples; meditating on the
name of God (praying),
earning a living by honest
means and sharing the
fruits of one's labor with
others. Currently there  are
close to one million Sikhs
living in the USA and
Canada and 25 million
Sikhs living around the
world. Sikhism is the 5th
largest religion in the
world.  At the Gurdwara
(House of God) in San
Jose we welcome all. We
pray daily for peace and
prosperity for everybody
in the world.  Come to
visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365 days of
the year and serves com-
plementary vegetarian
meals.  We also encour-

age you to enter our histo-
ry room on site and walk
the beautiful grounds.
Learn more about us and
community events we
sponsor by visiting our
website; http://www. San-
JoseGurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofassisi.com
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an
inclusive diverse commu-
nity striving to serve as
Disciples of Jesus Christ
in the footsteps of St.
Francis, offering prayerful
and joyful liturgies; evan-
gelization, fellowship, and
service opportunities to
the community. We offer
spiritual opportunities for
all ages, including chil-
dren's liturgy, dynamic
E.C.H.O - Jr. High, IGNITE
- High School and North
Star -Young Adult Min-
istries, along with small
faith communities and
opportunities to help the
poor and marginalized of
San Jose. Our Preschool
is the only Catholic Pre-
school offering quality
family oriented service in
the Evergreen and Silver
Creek areas. Our Chapel,
Gathering Hall, Parish
Office, Mission Center,
Parish Gift Shop, Memori-
al Garden and Preschool
are all located at 5111
San Felipe Rd. Please
come join us to worship
at one of the following
times and locations: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday 5:00PM,
Sunday 8:30 AM, 10:30
AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese),
6:00 PM Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gath-
ering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo Mass -
Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Com-
munity (Cribari Auditori-
um) Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Come join us and share
your presence with us so
that together we may grow
and share our gifts to help
build God's Kingdom!

For Worship
listing 

ads, call
408.483-5458

The Almaden Senior Association mem‑
bers are a diverse group of enthusiastic,
active, 50+ adults who enjoy new learn‑
ing opportunities, new experiences, and
new adventures. 

Membership in the Almaden Senior Asso‑
ciation offers discounts and opportunities
to enjoy . . . 

•  exercise classes for all levels of ability;
•  lunches and other social programs

organized and run by members of the Associ‐
ation;

•  book clubs, cooking, computer and photography classes;
•  trips to local and not so local places of interest such as the Steinbeck Muse‐

um in Salinas, Whale Watching in Monterey, casino trips and more.

As a member you’re encouraged to help plan these activities and suggest new
ones to enjoy. The Senior Association Philanthropy Program set up a process to
donate funds to other non‐profit organizations that reflect our mission.

Connected
We enjoy meeting new people, making new connections and getting involved. All
volunteer opportunities are based on your time and energy commitment. Fees for
classes, trips and social events are kept low because of senior volunteer participa‐
tion and membership strength.

Stop by the main desk at the Almaden Community Center and ask for an applica‐
tion today. Yearly dues of $10 are returned to you by discounts to most of the pro‐
grams  you participate in.

Join us today, meet new people and get involved with classes and programs that
will enhance your life  and open new doors.

For more information, go to www.almadenseniors.org
Contact via email: alamadenseniors1@gmail.com
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Shoe Repair Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern Califor-
nia. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some

supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the
school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great 

combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices! 
Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 

Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:
info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

Call to place your 
ad today!  

408-494-7000

Employment

JewelryClocks

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On-
Demand On All Your Favorite Screens.
CHOICE Package, $64.99/mo plus
taxes for 12months. Premium Chan-
nels at No Charge for One Year! Any-
time, anywhere. Some restrictions
apply. W/ 24-mo. agmt TV price higher
in 2nd year. Regional Sports Fee up to
$8.49/mo. is extra & applies. Call IVS
1-408-688-5490

The bathroom of your dreams for as
little as $149/month! BCI Bath &
Shower. Many options available. Quali-
ty materials & professional installation.
Senior & Military Discounts Available.
Limited Time Offer - FREE virtual in-
home consultation now and SAVE
15%! Call Today! 1-844-988-1663

Become a Published Author. We want
to Read Your Book! Dorrance Publish-
ing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript submissions current-
ly being reviewed. Comprehensive
Services: Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution. Call for
Your Free Author`s Guide 1-866-603-
1640 or visit http://dorranceinfo.com/
evergreen

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid, pre-
pare for power outages and power
your home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down Financing Option.
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote
today. Call 1-877-920-0653

Employment

Publishing

TimesClassifieds

Cost Estimator
Prepare cost estimates for construction projects. 

Master's in civil engineering. 

JKL Construction Services, Inc. 
751 S. Bascom Ave, San Jose, CA 95128

Lead Database Administrator
Sify Technologies North America Corporation seeks Lead Database
Administrator in Santa Clara, CA and Philadelphia, PA. Partner with
architects of different engineering/application teams to engineer com‐
plex technical product in order to provide business solutions to various
business divisions as a part of DBA Engineering project activities. Imple‐
ment and administer Oracle streams for live reporting server, database
consolidation, zero downtime migration. Travel lo unanticipated client
sites within the US. May need to relocate. Work from home is an option.
Send resume to: katta.reddy@sifycorp.com

Notices
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