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Accomplished – The construction of a gazebo at Most 
Blessed Sacrament school in Berlin was the Eagle Scout project of 
William Kozma who raised more than $10,000 from area businesses, 
organizations and individuals for the effort.  The gazebo was dedicated 
Sunday to the memory of the late Mark Record who was principal of the 
school when Kozma attended.  During remarks at the dedication, Kozma 
said Record was a mentor and inspiration to him.   

Pictured are Julia Kozma, William Kozma, Adrienne Kozma.and 
Dan Kozma.
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D.A. Kozma Jewelry & CoinsSince 

1978

OUR 
44th YEAR

BUYING & SELLING GOLD, SILVER, COINS & CURRENCY
FREE APPRAISALS - 1 COIN OR AN ENTIRE COLLECTION 

BUYING GOLD, SILVER JEWELRY & FLATWARE

D.A. Kozma Jewelry & Coins
9936 STEPHEN DECATUR HWY 

RT 50 & 611 Food Lion Shopping Center WOC 

410-213-7505      410-BUY GOLD (289-4653) 

KOZMAJEWELERS.COM    Lic. No. 2294
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“She’s the only one we 
trust outside of our staff to 
curate a major show at the 
Arts Center.”  

Rina Thaler, executive director of 
the Art League of Ocean City, was 
speaking about artist Deborah Rolig 
during the October First Friday open-
ing of her building-wide exhibition. 
“Deb’s new show is amazing - once 
again.” 

This is the fifth year the Berlin-
based artist has curated a big show for 
the Art League with themes focusing 
on the power and empowerment of 
women. These event-filled exhibitions 
began in 2017 with “The Divine Femi-
nine,” and continued with “She” in 
2018, “Rise” in 2019, and “Vision” in 
2020. “I wanted to give women that 
chance to show their best work and be 
recognized and affirmed,” Rolig said. 

“When I first started curating 
shows at the Art League, I wanted to 
feature female artists only,” she con-
tinued. “Being raised by an artist and 
surrounded by art my entire life, I 
quickly began to notice it was a male 
dominated profession. I always signed 
my work with just my initials, because 
I didn’t want viewers to know I was a 
woman. My father, though, had in-
stilled in me the feisty determination 
that I needed to get recognition, but it 
had to be ‘good,’ meaning ‘show ‘em 
your best!’”  

For 2022, Rolig, along with her sis-
ter and BFF Diane Gray, curated “As-
semblage Required,” two floors of 3D 
works created by an array of artists — 

of both genders — who put together 
found objects in unique ways to make 
something new. Big letters across the 
walls of the Arts Center’s balcony read, 
“One person’s trash is another per-
son’s treasure.” 

“This year my love for assemblage 
came to light, and it seemed like such 
a great challenge for myself and other 
artists to explore a more dimensional 
expression other than painting,” Rolig 
said. “This technique invites the 
viewer to fantasize what the ‘story’ is 
behind the seemingly random objects 
that have come together to create a 
work of art.”  

Both Rolig and Gray created sev-
eral assemblages for the show them-
selves, using unconventional, upcycled 
and found-in-the-dirt objects. The ex-
hibit continues at the Ocean City Cen-
ter for the Arts through October 29, 
and is free and open to the public. 

Born in Baltimore, Rolig and her 
sister had an artistic upbringing. Their 
father, Richard Harryman, was a pro-
fessional artist who founded Maryland 
College of Art and Design, a two- year 
accredited art school then located in 
Silver Spring. “Needless to say, I grew 

up with a traditional foundation in 
art,” she remembered. “I painted in 
oils and then slowly transitioned into 
acrylics. I ended up loving acrylics be-
cause of the quick drying time and the 
ability to incorporate collage.” 

Rolig earned a BFA in drawing and 
painting from the Maryland Institute 
College of Art, and also became a yoga 
instructor. She came to the Eastern 
Shore in 1996 when her husband had 
gotten a job at Clear Channel. “I came 
here from the western shore kicking 
and screaming,” she said. “We were 
close to museums and cultural events, 
and I didn’t want to give that up. We 
had two sons getting ready to go into 
middle school, and we quickly realized 
that our decision was the right one. 
Their school experience was just in-
credible here. We never have regretted 
it.” 

 Sadly, her husband passed away in 
2012. “I continued teaching yoga, 
doing art workshops, and, of course, 
painting.” 

Rolig continues to teach commu-
nity art workshops with her sister, 
Dee. “My sister and I are like peanut 
butter and jelly. We work hand in 

hand to provide our students with a 
quality art experience, skills, tech-
niques, and even a new found dose of 
confidence. We both get great satisfac-
tion in watching people discover their 
inner artist and acknowledging that 
they are truly creative.” 

Five years ago, Rolig was inspired 
to launch the SHEro Awards along 
with the Art League, honoring Del-
marva women who have shown 
courage in facing adversity and turned 
that around into something positive. 
“The SHEro Award winners are grass-
roots givers,” Rolig said, “the kind of 
women who dig-in and make a differ-
ence to help our Delmarva communi-
ties thrive. These are women who have 
selflessly contributed their time and 
service to a group or organization or to 
our community.” 

Rolig, who works from her home 
studio in Berlin, says life alone in-
spires her art. “The need to create is 
unquenchable,” she shared. “I’m so in-
spired by nature, color, the way light 
hits an object, and, of course, other 
artists. Art matters because it brings 
people together. It sparks imagination 
which sometimes gets lost in this crazy 
world. It can invoke feelings, emotions 
and even motivate you.” 

“Art is sharing.”  
 

Rolig believes  
art is sharing 

By Elaine Bean 
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Upper left photo: Sisters Diane Gray and 
Deborah Rolig



Judge Beau H. Oglesby today issued 
an opinion and order (10/14/2022) in 
the case of Thomas Janasek versus 
Ocean Pines Association, Inc., et al. 

The opinion is a major victory for 
Tom Janasek and yet another court win 
for Ocean City attorney Bruce Bright in 
a string of cases filed on behalf of asso-
ciation members against OPA. 

The opinion and order mean that 
OPA cannot prevent Janasek from 
using OPA food and beverage ameni-
ties for some period of time, a decision 
made by the prior OPA Board of Direc-
tors based on a verbal altercation at the 
Yacht Club where Janasek confronted 
then board member Josette Wheatley. 
Wheatley subsequently obtained a 
court “Peace Order” against Janasek. 

This court order on the Temporary 
Restraining Order does not end the 
case. However, it is likely that OPA 
and/or Janasek will now seek some 
out-of-court settlement. Look for a po-
tential OPA Board of Directors’ motion 
at some point to pay Tom Janasek’s 
legal fees, and possibly more. There is 
perhaps also the possibility of some 
private monetary settlement. Time will 
tell. 

Based on Oglesby’s opinion, the 
prior OPA Board of Directors either 
acted with bad legal advice or ignored 
good legal advice. Oglesby almost 
seems to lay out just how OPA could or 
should have taken the action against 
Janasek. 

A few key decisions/comments by 
Oglesby: 

Bad faith, yet again, by a second 
judge - “This Court finds that the Board 
acted in bad faith in enacting the ban 
against Plaintiff, and as such, the con-
duct of the Board justifies judicial re-
view of that decision.” 

OPA likely to lose case - “As for the 
likelihood that the plaintiff will succeed 

on the merits, this Court finds the 
scales tip in favor of Mr. Janasek.” 

Different result if handled prop-
erly - “The Board’s hands are not tied 
in addressing conduct at OPA ameni-
ties and facilities. The Board still has an 
avenue of relief in this case even if Mr. 
Janasek succeeds on the merits. There 
is a Board Resolution that specifically 
addresses amenity policies. This Board 
Resolution gives the manager at each 
facility complete control of all activities 
under their supervision. Further, as 
discussed earlier, the Board can direct 
the general manager to address con-
duct issues.” 

Different result if handled prop-
erly - “This Court is not swayed by De-
fendants’ argument ‘that the OPA 
Board was trying to foster a safe, fam-
ily-friendly environment at its restau-
rant amenities, not only for OPA 
members, but also for the general pub-
lic.’ Defendants’ Closing Memoran-
dum, p. 26. The ban enacted by the 
Board related to only three (3) ameni-
ties, the Yacht Club, the Beach Club, 
and the Clubhouse Bar and Grill. It did 
not prevent Plaintiff from being around 
other members of OPA or the general 
public at the remaining OPA facilities 
and amenities. If the Board truly 
wanted to create a safe environment, it 
would logically follow that Plaintiff 
would be banned from all amenities 
and facilities.” 

The Order - “ORDERED, that 
Plaintiff’s ordinary use and presence at 
OPA amenities and facilities (including 
those identified in the Board’s notice of 
the ban) shall not constitute and may 
not be treated by OPA, its Board, its 
employees, or its law enforcement 
agency as a trespass or other criminal 
matter during the pendency of this 
case.” 
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Commentary 
By Joe Reynolds 

OceanPinesForum.com On October 19, 1796, an essay appeared in the Gazette of the 
United States in which a writer, mysteriously named “Phocion,” 
attacks presidential candidate  Thomas Jefferson. Phocion 

turned out to be former Treasury 
Secretary Alexander Hamilton. The essay typ-
ified the nasty, personal nature of political 
attacks in late 18th-century America. 

When the article appeared, Jefferson was 
running against then-Vice President  John 
Adams, in an  acrimonious campaign. The 
highly influential Hamilton, also a Federal-
ist, supported Adams over Jefferson, one of 

Hamilton’s political rivals since the two men served together 
in  George Washington’s first cabinet. According to Hamilton 
biographer Ron Chernow, Hamilton wrote 25 essays under the 
name Phocion for the Gazette between October 15 and November 
24, lambasting Jefferson and Jeffersonian republicanism. On 
October 19, Hamilton went further, accusing Jefferson of car-
rying on an affair with one of his enslaved workers. 

Courier Almanac

Many people are now much more comfortable dining out than they were throughout 

much of the pandemic. All it takes is a look inside establishments across the coun-

try to recognize that dining out is back in a big way. However, 

some experts say the restaurant industry may never truly re-

cover from COVID-19. In March 2022, OpenTable reserva-

tions outpaced pre-pandemic levels, and even the most 

stalwart cities finally lifted most of their pandemic-related re-

strictions on indoor dining and other precautions. But the Na-

tional Restaurant Association says even though the desire to 

dine out has rebounded, worker shortages throughout 2022 

have hampered establishments’ abilities to fully recover. The 

association also points out that just one in four restaurants interviewed 

felt their restaurant will be more profitable this year than last. Rising food costs and 

demands for higher salaries, coupled with continuing safety precautions, which may 

include overhauling expensive HVAC systems to improve indoor air flow, are eating 

into restaurant profits. Only time will tell if the industry can fully bounce back.  

Did You  

Know...

Janasek prevails 

Convenience Center to  
close for renovations 

Beginning November 7, 2022, 
the Snow Hill Home Owner Conven-
ience Center (HOCC) will be closed 
to the public for approximately 90 
days, while repairs and upgrades are 
made to the facility.  

“The center’s existing wooden 
bulkheads have reached the end of 
their useful life and are being re-
placed with concrete bulkheads,” 
Public Works Director Dallas Baker 
said. “The ramp approaches are also 

being repaved. The work will in-
volve heavy equipment, so for safety 
reasons the public will not be per-
mitted to enter the site.  

Alternate refuse collection loca-
tions are available in Pocomoke, 
Berlin, and at the Central Landfill in 
Newark. 

For more information, contact 
Worcester County Recycling Man-
ager Mike McClung at 410-632-
3177. 
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It was just a Thursday.  
My oldest grandchildren, now liv-

ing in Kentucky, made a weeklong 
visit, with my daughter, during a re-
cent fall school break.  My daughter 
made clear she wanted no plans, no 
agenda.  All she wanted was to do 

nothing in particular except spend 
time with her new nephew. 

They stayed at our house. It was 
nice having them with us.  But I do 
need to make this observation.  My 
wife and I are now empty-nesters ac-
customed to a certain way of living.  
Having other people in the house 
skews our routine.  Don’t get me 
wrong, we love having our family with 
us, especially the grandchildren.  Yet, 
the domestic universe is disrupted 
when they’re with us.   Case in point - 
by the end of the first day, the kids had 
constructed a blanket fort in the mid-
dle of the living room using nearly all 
the blankets and pillows in the house 
and had commandeered the dining 
room chairs for support.   

Most mornings I’m up early. But 
the grandkids had me beat, often al-
ready flopped on the couch and re-
cliner watching television by the time I 
ambled down the hall, rubbing 
sleep from my eyes.  

I digress.  Let me tell you 
about my Thursday. It all 
started the Saturday before 
when I asked the kids if they’d 
like to go on a picnic one day.  
They quickly agreed.  For many 
reasons, Thursday was the ideal 
day:  I was able to rearrange my 
schedule; clear weather was 
forecasted; and, the classic car 
show parade was scheduled.  I 
announced the night before 
that departure time was 7 a.m.   

Dawn broke and the kids 
were ready.  We pulled out of 
the driveway and headed for a 
quick breakfast at Decatur 
Diner.  Pancakes all around 
(one stack of chocolate chip; 
one stack of M&M; and, one 

plain stack for Nino). 
We parked in an Ocean City mu-

nicipal parking lot by ten of eight - free 
parking Monday through Thursday.  
Nino was happy.  Once on the board-
walk we joined many others waiting to 
watch the parade.  It was a beautiful 

morning. 
The cars rolled by with 

some drivers throwing 
candy to the kids along the 
route.  I marveled at the 
cars.  Giana and Ben antic-
ipated the cars occupied by 
“Candy Throwers,” posi-
tioning themselves to lunge 

when one was identified.  Their pock-
ets soon bulged.  At one point, Ben of-
fered to “rent” his inner sweatshirt 
pocket to his sister who had run out of 
storage space.  The rent?  A piece of 
candy of Ben’s choosing. 

Following the parade and joined by 
my new grandson Rhys (and his par-
ents), we walked to the Inlet parking 
lot to see the cars up close.  As we 
walked among the cars, I did what all 
grandfathers do –reminisced about 
some of the cars that were there.  For 
instance, there was a ’79 Monte Carlo, 
that back in the day I really wanted for 
my first car.  It didn’t happen.   

Then there was a ’62 Thunderbird 
convertible, a car I nearly bought from 
a friend not long after I was married.  
I didn’t happen.  

Then there was a first-generation 
Plymouth Barracuda, a showroom 
new, parked on the far side of the lot.  

I shared stories about my grandfa-
ther’s Barracuda and how my brother 
and I liked to ride in the compartment 
behind the backseat.   

Whether my reminiscences were 
appreciated by the kids is doubtful but 
I enjoyed the trip down Memory Lane 
in the cars of my youth. 

Rhys and his parents went their 
separate way when the kids and I 
toured the Ocean City Lifesaving Mu-
seum where they enjoyed the scav-
enger hunt activity.  They especially 
liked the aquariums.  Once they circled 
all the items on their lists and received 
their prizes of shark teeth, we were off 
again but not before I purchased a re-
frigerator magnet adorned with the 
museum logo so the kids could add it 
to their refrigerator door collection. 

We picked up sandwiches at Sub-
way and then headed south to Public 
Landing where we sat at the end of the 
pier talking and enjoying lunch.  No 
one else was around.  I enjoy these 
times, the casual conversation, as we 
just talk.  Mostly they talk and I listen. 
They told me about their school 
(which they like), their friends (Ben 
has a girlfriend according to his sister) 
and their track meets (Ben likes to 
run; Giana tolerates it).   At one point, 
Ben asked that I time him running 
from one end of the pier to the other 
(27 seconds). 

Next, we headed to downtown 
Berlin for ice cream at Island Cream-
ery (cherry vanilla, chocolate and 
Oreo).   We also walked around World 
of Toys where each of the kids soft-
sold Nino into getting them something 
(a stuffed animal and a James Bond 
Lego Aston Martin). 

It was late afternoon by the time we 
arrived home.  Rhys (and his parents) 
was there for dinner (homemade fried 
chicken). 

Most evenings I take a walk before 
dinner.  On this Thursday evening, 
Rhys accompanied me.  He and I 
walked the neighborhood.  He was 
sound asleep in his stroller, adorable 
in that way babies are.  Every now and 
then he moved his arms and legs and 
scrunched his face.  I was captivated.  
As we walked, I imagined our future 
times together.  Reading a book.  Boat-
ing.  Watching movies.  Watching him 
play Little League.  Attending his 
school concerts.  Maybe even picking 
him up from school provided I’m 
properly compensated (a hug or two).  
Watching him blow out the candles on 
his birthday cakes.  And just sitting on 
the back deck in the cool of the 
evening sharing time together con-
versing about things important to him. 

Laying in bed that evening I re-
flected on the day that was, very con-
tent and thankful I had the good 
fortune to spend time with my three 
grandchildren.  It’s my hope that far-
ther down the path of life, the kids will 
remember fondly their time with Nino, 
even three-and-a-half-week-old Rhys 
who seemed ambivalent to the whole 
experience.   

It was a just a Thursday.   

Spending a day

It’s All About. . . 
By Chip Bertino

chipbertino@delmarvacourier.com
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Available Soon

Each week for more than two decades, 
Chip Bertino has written his column, 
It’s All About... which is published 
weekly in The Courier.   Some of My 
Favorites is a collection of Chip’s        
favorite columns in book form.   
 
This humorous and often poignant 

chronicle contains many of his favorite columns over the 
years.  He regales readers about raising children, getting 
older, being (and staying) married and just living life.   
 
His engaging book will resonate with you and have you 
visualizing your own similar experiences.

Pre-Order
Expected to be released in late October, preorder your    

autographed copy now for just $20 plus shipping.   
 

Call 410-629-5906 
or email: chipbertino@delmarvacourier.com

Great holiday gift idea
or order on Amazon.com

Ocean Pines retirees  
help at local pools

With a national shortage of life-
guards affecting pool operating hours, 
several local retirees have helped keep 
the pools running in Ocean Pines.  

Dave Blazer has worked as a life-
guard in Ocean Pines for three years. 
Originally from Catonsville, he moved 
to Ocean Pines with his family in 1999 
and served as director of the Maryland 
Coastal Bays Program for nine years.  

Blazer worked for Ocean City 
Beach Patrol while in college and had 
experience before that 
lifeguarding for the 
YMCA and the Forest 
Hills Swimming Club 
in Ellicott City.   

“I always loved 
lifeguarding. To this 
day, when I go to the 
beach, I still have to 
watch the water and 
watch people there. 
It’s just something 
that’s ingrained,” he 
said.   

At 62, Blazer still 
competes in triathlons 
and open water 
events.   

“I swam across the 
Chesapeake Bay one 
year in the Great Chesapeake Bay 
Swim, and I’ve been doing the Chop-
tank River Swim every year in May. So, 
I just love swimming and I love being 
in the pool,” he said. “Pools have been 
a very integral part of my life, ever 
since I was little.”  

After retiring a few years ago, 
Blazer said he decided to fill some of 
his free time by working as a lifeguard. 
He became recertified and approached 
Ocean Pines Aquatics Director Kath-
leen Cook about a part-time position.   

“Aquatics is a great group of 
people,” he said. “I work two days a 
week, I open the pool up, and then I’m 
done at 1 o’clock and I get the rest of 
the afternoon to do other things.”  

Blazer has also worked to recruit 
other potential lifeguards. He encour-
aged anyone who is a strong swimmer 
to consider taking a job.   

“If you can swim 300 yards, the 
rest of it we can train and help them 
pass their certification,” he said. “And 
it’s a great job. You get to meet a lot of 
people, and if you love being in the 
water it’s a lot of fun and it’s a great ex-

perience.”  
Mike Castoro started working at 

the Sports Core Pool just this week.  
He’s originally from Ocean Port, 

New Jersey and spent 35 years in the 
IT sector working for companies like 
Microsoft. At age 50, he retired, went 
back to school and earned a master’s 
degree, and became a special educa-
tion teacher.   

Castoro and his family moved to 
Ocean Pines in 2017. More recently, he 

was among the active swimmers at the 
Sports Core Pool who Blazer tried to 
enlist.   

“I’ve been a swimmer all my life, 
and I had been taking advantage of 
swimming at the Sports Core Pool 
since we moved down here,” he said. 
“Coincidentally, my oldest daughter is 
the director of a YMCA in New Jersey 
and she had been talking about the 
complete lack of lifeguards and how 
she couldn’t hire anybody. Keeping her 
pools staffed was difficult.   

“It’s a nationwide problem and it’s 
just everywhere,” Castoro continued. 
“We were just out in California, and it 
was the same issue – they’re all look-
ing for lifeguards.”  

When Castoro saw issues in Ocean 
Pines he thought, “Gee whiz, maybe I 
could help with this.”  

“I talked to some of the lifeguards 
at the Sports Core Pool and they said, 
‘Give it a shot.’ So, I did,” he said.   

Castoro took a precertification test 
in Ocean Pines, and then became cer-
tified through a Red Cross program in 

Mike Castoro and Dave Blazer

please see pools on page 14
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Coffee & Donuts scandal rocks OPA
By Joe Reynolds  
OceanPinesForum.com 
 

While fictional, the following is 
based on some actual events. 

 
OPA board member Tom Tyrone 

Wilson had the best of intentions. 
Little did Tom know he was about to 
embroil himself in a scandal threat-
ening to rock the very foundation of 
the Ocean Pines Association. Sorry, 
no illicit affairs, just improper use of 
association money, abuse of OPA 
employees, and hazardous waste. 

Where to begin with this tale of 
intrigue, deception, malfeasance, 
and gross incompetence? It began 
with the best of intentions. Tom 
thought a social meet and greet for 
association members and board 
members prior to board meetings 
would be a great idea. The crucial 
error in judgment came with a deci-
sion to provide coffee and donuts 
for those social gatherings. Was the 
decision made in bad faith? 

Things quickly spiraled out of 
control. The director of Public 
Works was tasked to put a crew of 
employees together who would pro-
vide valet parking for those attend-
ing the Saturday morning meetings. 
UberEats was hired to make home 
delivery of coffee and donuts for 
those attending the hybrid board 
meetings via computer from home. 

The enraged outcry from some 
association members was instanta-
neous. “If the board wants to have a 
coffee and donuts social with people 
attending board meetings, let the 
board pay for it,” was one constant 
refrain. Not only was the cost an 
outrage, but even greater outrage 
arose when it was discovered board 
members did not personally bring 
and set up the coffee and donuts 
and then clean up afterward. 

Some variation exists in the com-
munity’s collective outrage. One as-
sociation member clarified with an 
important distinction: “I said the 
board members themselves should 
pick up the donuts and coffee. 
Board members should set it up and 
take it down themselves, not an 
Ocean Pines employee. I didn’t say 
anything about the cost.” 

Several petitions are circulating 
in an attempt to take this to the At-
torney General of Maryland. A Go-

FundMe page has already raised 
over $200,000 with the end goal of 
hiring some crack HOA law attor-
neys and taking this to the Maryland 
Court of Appeals, if necessary. 

“No expense is too great to stop 
this scandalous use of OPA funds 
and employees,” one anti-coffee-
and-donuts individual said. 

As the political and possibly 
criminal issues escalate, another 
group entered the fray after hearing 
the coffee was served in styrofoam 
cups. A group spokesperson said, 
“Polystyrene is slow to degrade, and 
if disposed of improperly, the foam 
can leach chemicals into the envi-
ronment, harming water sources. 
Polystyrene manufacturing is an 
enormous creator of hazardous 
waste. Furthermore, polystyrene 
manufacturing greatly contributes 
to global warming.” 

More and more law firms are be-
coming involved. Rumor has it a 
hotel is proposed on land next to the 
Veterans Memorial to house all the 
Philadelphia lawyers due to arrive 
for cases likely to last a decade or 
more. 

For the less outraged association 
members, show up a half hour be-
fore every regularly scheduled board 
meeting and enjoy some coffee and 
donuts, along with the company of 
your elected board members. For 
hybrid attendees, OPA will soon an-
nounce a hotline number to reserve 
scheduled delivery via UberEats. 
This service is free for association 
members. Friends and relatives tun-
ing in at home for the entertainment 
must pay a $10 non-member fee. 

This is, of course, subject to a 
pending decision from the Internal 
Revenue Service as applies to OPA’s 
non-profit status. You may recall, 
however, OPA lost a similar case, 
IRS v OPA, over the general public’s 
access to Beach Club parking. 

One potential future hurdle in-
volves the donuts. Local bakeries 
are now considering an OPA donuts 
boycott based on complaints from 
association members. Tom Wilson 
is optimistic the stores will continue 
to sell donuts to OPA. “We have a 
backup plan prepared, but I cannot 
publicly discuss the details at this 
time.” 

Meantime, opponents have 
formed 17 Facebook groups. 
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Artists sought 
The Worcester County Arts Council invites all interested artists to participate 

in a juried art show: “Small Treasures” to be exhibited during the months of No-
vember and December at the Arts Council’s Gallery located at 6 Jefferson Street 
in Berlin. 

This miniature art exhibition is open to estab-
lished and emerging artists with work in all media.  

 All work must be original and completed within 
the last three years. Work must be delivered to the 
Arts Council between October 26 and 28, 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m. to be accepted. 

Artwork will be judged for the competition by 
local artist, Martha Graham. 

 Monetary prizes will be awarded for first, sec-
ond, and third place during an open to the public 
reception on November 11 from 5 p.m.to 7 p.m. Artwork will be available for 
purchase. 

Guidelines for the competition are available on the Arts Council’s 
website: www.worcestercountyartscouncil.org 

For more information, please call the Arts Council’s office: 410-641-0809 or 
email: curator@worcestercountyartscouncil.org. 

 

Gift card raffle underway 
Are you looking for ideas for your holiday gift-giving? Or maybe a little some-

thing for yourself? The Church of the Holy Spirit can help. They are raffling off 
three small artificial trees covered with gift cards. There is a tree with cards 
worth $500, one with cards worth $300 and one with cards worth $200. Give 
some, keep some; it’s up to you! 

Tickets are $5 each or three for $10. They are available now from Monica at 
443-235-8942. The drawing will be December 4; you do not need to be present 
to win. 

http://www.worcestercountyartscouncil.org/
mailto:curator@worcestercountyartscouncil.org
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Captain Ron’s

By Ron Fisher

Fish Tales

Answers for October 12

Fall striper fishing
Fishing Report: After the wind 

and rain with the recent storm fish-
ing is really picking up. Some nice 
keeper flounder, stripers, 
sheepshead and tog are being caught 
in the South Jetty, back bays and 
around the Rte. 50 Bridge. Offshore 
big catches of sea bass and flounder 
at the wrecks. This is the time to go 
fishing! 

Fall Rock or Striper fishing:  
This is the time of year to begin look-
ing forward to when the water cools 
that Rock fishing improves with the 
fall migration.  They are not a diffi-
cult fish to catch but you need to 
know what equipment is used, when 
and where to fish, baits and how to 
fish for Rock.  Rock can be caught 
from a boat, bridge, surf or bulk-
head. For the purpose of this col-
umn, I am going to focus on fishing 
from a boat. Also, don’t forget to 
check the DNR website for current 
regulations. 

Equipment:  A medium action 
spinning or conventional rod & reel 
are required but one that has enough 
backbone to set the hook.  I person-
ally prefer a conventional rod and 
reel because I find it easier to use 
particularly when bottom fishing.  
For Rock I will use 15 or 17 lb. 
monofilament line with a three-way 
swivel tied to the end to which I at-
tach approximately 30 inches of 
40lb. test Fluorocarbon or Monofila-
ment leader material and a 2.5 or 3 
oz weight depending on the tidal 
flow.  At the business end of the 
leader attach either a circle hook in 
the range of #4/0 to #6/0. At times I 
will also use a fish finder rig.  If fish-
ing plugs or other artificial baits sim-
ply attach a swivel at the business 
end of the line to attach the lures.  

Where and when to fish:  
Rock fishing by boat is best in deeper 
water such as the East Channel, Har-
bor Island, the inlet along the North 
and South Jetty.  Off shore in loca-
tions such as Gull Shoal or just off 
the Coast Guard Station but remem-

ber to stay within the three-mile 
limit.  I prefer to fish the incoming 
tide and the first two hours of the 
outgoing tide early in the morning or 
at night are the best times. 

Baits and how to fish:  When 
fishing from a boat and fish are in 
the area two deadly baits are live 
spot and live eels fished close to the 
bottom on the rig I described earlier. 
Spot should be hooked through the 
upper lip and out the hard tissue 
next to the nostril. Eels should be 
hooked through the eyes or lips then 
simply drop your rig to the bottom 
and drift with the tide.  Be certain 
you have enough weight to hold bot-
tom.  Other options are to cast plugs, 
lures, or bucktail jigs with a worm at-
tached along the bulkhead in the 
East Channel or along the Jetty’s in 
the Inlet. Some popular lures are soft 
body worms & shad, Got-cha plugs, 
Rattletrap, Zoom flukes and Mirror 
lures are also popular. Also, don’t 
overlook trying peelers and blood-
worms.  

Fishing with eels:  Although 
eels are excellent bait for rock fish-
ing, they are difficult to handle and 
will frequently twist up you line if 
not handled properly.  I keep my eels 
on ice which reduces their activity 
and will retrieve them from the 
bucket with a paper towel or glove. A 
helpful hint once hooked, keep their 
tail in the water and they will not 
twist your line. 

Did you know?  
Oysters have been around for ap-

proximately 15 million years? Or that 
they can change their gender? In 
fact, often more than once. 

Your next raw oyster may still be 
alive as you eat it. The next time 
someone shucks you a fresh oyster, 
its likely breathing. Give it a poke 
with a fork to see if it moves. 

 
Until next time remember to 

take a kid fishing, 
Capt. Ron 



                         October 19, 2022  The Courier  Page 11

Don’t overlook  
importance of cash
Submitted by John Bennish 
Financial Advisor, Edward Jones 

If you’re an investor, you no doubt 
pay a great deal of attention to your 

stocks, bonds and 
mutual funds. But you 
shouldn’t forget 
another key element 
of your financial 
strategy: cash.  

Cash is part of any 
financial strategy and 
investment portfolio, 
but how much have 
you thought about the 

different uses of cash, and how much you 
really need? Consider these four key 
purposes:   

• Unexpected expenses and 
emergencies – If you face an interruption 
in employment, you need an extensive 
home repair or you encounter an 
unplanned medical expense, you may 
need access to cash. If you’re not retired, 
it’s a good idea to have three to six 
months of living expenses in cash, 
possibly supplemented by access to a line 
of credit. If you’re already retired, keeping 
up to three months of living expenses in 
cash, possibly supplemented by a credit 
line, is a good rule of thumb.  

• Specific short-term savings goals – 
You may have some goals you want to 
meet within the next year or two, such as 
a wedding, a vacation or the purchase of 
a new car. And since you have a little 
more time to meet these needs than you 
would for an emergency, you might 
consider using a money market account 
or a short-term certificate of deposit 
(CD), in addition to your other savings 
vehicles.  

• Everyday spending – You’ll always 
need cash to provide for your day-to-day 
spending needs, such as your mortgage, 
other debts, groceries, utilities, 
entertainment and so on. If you haven’t 
already done so, you might want to create 
a budget, which could help highlight 
areas in which you can reduce spending 
to free up funds for investing in long-term 
goals. If you’re still working, keeping one 
to two months’ worth of living expenses 
in a liquid account may be sufficient, but 
if you’re retired, you may need up to 12 
months of living expenses, which you can 
adjust to accommodate outside sources, 
such as Social Security or a pension. 

• Source of investment – You can look 
at cash as an investment source in two 
different ways. First, cash can be 
considered its own distinct asset class, 
and because it typically behaves 
differently from other asset classes, it can 

provide some diversification to a portfolio 
containing stocks and bonds. (Keep in 
mind, though, that diversification can’t 
guarantee profits or protect against all 
losses.) And second, the cash in your 
portfolio could be used as part of a 
systematic investing strategy in which 
you put set amounts of money at regular 
intervals into  investment vehicles that 
are appropriate for your goals and risk 
tolerance. 

Clearly, cash is an important part of 
planning for the future, but there can be 
too much of a good thing. While cash may 
seem like a perpetual safe harbor from 
the stormy investment seas, it is not 
without risk. If you hold too much cash, 
you could underfund your longer-term 
investments — the ones with the growth 
potential you need to reach some of your 
most important goals, such as a 
comfortable retirement. 

Put your cash to work. By using it 
wisely, you can add a valuable element to 
your financial picture.   

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by 
your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor John Bennish, 
Ocean Pines.  He can be reached at 410-208-9083. 
Edward Jones, Member SIPC.

Tides for Ocean City Inlet  
 

Day        High      Tide   
              /Low      Time  

 
Th  20     High   4:43 AM      

    20      Low  10:28 AM      

    20     High   5:10 PM      

    20      Low  11:16 PM      

 

F   21     High   5:32 AM      

    21      Low  11:21 AM      

    21     High   5:55 PM      

    21      Low  11:58 PM      

 

Sa  22     High   6:16 AM      

    22      Low  12:12 PM      

    22     High   6:37 PM      

 

Su  23      Low  12:37 AM      

    23     High   6:59 AM      

    23      Low  12:59 PM      

    23     High   7:18 PM      

 

M   24      Low   1:16 AM      

    24     High   7:40 AM      

    24      Low   1:45 PM      

    24     High   8:00 PM      

 

Tu  25      Low   1:55 AM      

    25     High   8:23 AM      

    25      Low   2:30 PM      

    25     High   8:43 PM      

 

W   26      Low   2:34 AM      

    26     High   9:07 AM      

    26      Low   3:16 PM      

    26     High   9:27 PM   

 

John Bennish
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Some things to  
think about

Gathered from the internet by Jack Barnes

Pickleball raises funds  
for cancer research 

The Ocean Pines Pickleball Club 
raised more than $17,660 for the 
American Cancer Society during the 
fifth annual Pickleball Pink Ribbon 
Classic, held October 7 at the Ocean 
Pines Racquet Center.   

All proceeds will go to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society’s (ACS) Making 
Strides Against Breast Cancer cam-
paign, which has been active since 
1993.  

Event Director Chris Shook said the 
Pickleball Pink Ribbon Classic is espe-
cially meaningful to her. This is her 
third year directing the tournament.   

“It touches home,” she said. “I’m a 
two-time breast cancer survivor, and a 
lot of people here are survivors.   

“It’s also just a fun time for every-
body to come out and play some pick-
leball,” she continued. “The turnout 
was great, and we’re very happy with 
the new courts and the court repairs by 
Ocean Pines.”  
�Event organizer Julie Woulfe 

said 128 players competed on 16 
courts, and 29 volunteers helped serv-
ice the event. Thirty-one sponsors sup-

ported the tournament.   
“Volunteers make these types of 

things happen,” Woulfe said. “Our 
wonderful volunteers planned the 
tournament, solicited sponsors and 
donations, baked cookies, put together 
lunches, set up and took down tables 
and accessories, monitored courts and 
scores, put together raffle items, gath-
ered snacks and medals, coordinated 
with ACS, and helped clean up.”  

Gold, silver and bronze medals 
were given to the top players.  

According to ACS, Making Strides 
Against Breast Cancer events “have 
collectively grown into the nation’s 
largest and most impactful breast can-
cer movement providing a supportive 
community for courageous breast can-
cer survivors and metastatic breast 
cancer thrivers, including caregivers, 
and families alike.”  

That has translated into more than 
$71 million invested in breast cancer 
research grants.   

For more information on the Amer-
ican Cancer Society, visit www.can-
cer.org.  
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Mary Ferry 

Mary (Ortwein) Ferry of Ocean 
Pines passed away September 28, 

2022, at the age of 
87. Born in Bethle-
hem, PA, she was the 
loving wife of John 
Ferry, Sr., with whom 
she shared 68 years 
of marriage.  

Mary worked at 
Millcrest Manufactur-
ing in Fountain Hill, 
PA, as the office 

manager from 1968-1986. Upon mov-
ing to Chadds Ford, PA, she worked as 
the office manager at the Dupont 
Foundation in Wilmington, DE, from 
1986 until she retired in 1999.  

Mary always put others before her-
self. You would think raising six kids 
while working full and part time jobs 
would be enough for anyone, but Mary 
was always very active in the com-
munity. In Fountain Hill, as the library 
representative, she went door-to door 

seeking support to ensure all children 
had library access. In Hazleton, PA, 
she was a strong supporter and vol-
unteer for United Rehabilitation Serv-
ices, which provided programs for 
adults with intellectual disabilities. In 
Wilmington, she volunteered with the 
Franciscans supporting their chari-
table causes. Upon becoming an 
Ocean Pines resident, she became a 
member of the Clubs committee. She 
also started and managed the thrift 
store for Diakonia and was an active 
volunteer and auxiliary officer at the 
Worcester County Developmental 
Center.  

Along with her husband Jack, she 
was The Maryland AARP Volunteer of 
the year while serving the Ocean 
Pines AARP, and Maryland Knights of 
Columbus Citizen of the Year with the 
Ocean City Knights. 

In her spare time, Mary enjoyed 
playing the piano, reading, gardening 
and baking. Her cheesecakes and 
pumpkin rolls were sought after and 
enjoyed by all.  

Mary was an active Catholic pa-
rishioner and member of St. John 
Neuman’s Church. Mary’s faith and 
her family were the two most impor-
tant things in her life.  

Mary was baptized at Holy Ghost 
Church in Bethlehem, PA, went to 
grade school at Holy Ghost, was mar-
ried in the Holy Ghost Church, and her 
life came full circle when she had her 
mass of Christian burial at Holy 
Ghost.  

In addition to her loving husband 
Jack, she is survived by her children 
Jack, Jr (Cathy Gallagher) with whom 
she lived, Kathleen, Karen (the late 

Frank Neglia), Jeffrey (Carmen Da-
vila), Marguerite (Michael Picucci) 
and Patrick (Colette Gaughan), 
siblings Catherine McShane and Wil-
liam Ortwein, 12 grandchildren and 
eight great-grandchildren. 

A celebration of life for Mary will 
be held in the near future in Ocean 
Pines. 

Donations in memory of Mary’s 
many years of volunteering may be 
sent to: 

Diakonia 12747 Old Bridge Road 
Ocean City MD 21842 

Worcester County Developmental 
Center P.O. Box 70 Newark MD 21841
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Southgate - Ocean Pines 
(Manklin Creek & Ocean Pkwy)

Serving Breakfast and Lunch

Free  

Wireless  

Internet

  410-208-0707

Boar’s Head Meats 

Open 6 a.m. - 2 p.m.  
Wednesday - Sunday 

Pastries and Cookie Trays

Obituary

Flannel Formal  
returns 

Tickets are now available for the Flan-
nel Formal, the annual celebration of land 
conservation held each year to benefit the 
Lower Shore Land Trust. Join us Sat-
urday, November 12, from 3 p.m. to 6 
p.m. for a pig roast, oysters on the half 
shell and other delicacies as well as beer, 
wine, a Bloody Mary bar, and live music 
from Margot Resto & Fil Rhythm Band.  
Don’t forget to wear your best flannel to 
celebrate the season! Tickets are $75 and 
are available online at LowerShoreLand-
Trust.org. 

The Stephen N. Parker Conservation 
Legacy Award will be awarded at the 
Flannel Formal as well.  This award is to 
be given in honor of renowned conserva-
tionist, Stephen N. Parker, to recognize a 
landowner or conservation practitioner 
for their contributions to private land 
conservation on the Lower Eastern Shore. 

The event will occur at Brooklyn 
Meadows, 10442 Brooklyn Lane (also 
known as Katelyn Lane) in Berlin.  

Tickets for the Flannel Formal can be 
purchased at https://lower-shore-land-
trust.networkforgood.com/events/45623
-2022-flannel-formal 

For more information or to RSVP, 
please contact info@lowershoreland-
trust.org 
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To place your business card call  

410-629-5906Support Local Businesses

B O A T  L I F T S

B A N K I N G D E N T I S T R Y

Gerard Ott, D.M.D., PA 

Jeremy Masenior, D.D.S. 
Family Dentistry  

1 Pitts Street 
Berlin, Maryland 21811 

 
(410) 641-3490 

ott.masenior@gmail.com 

Jessica Short 
12010 Industrial Park Road Unit 11 
Bishopville, MD 21813

oceancitylifts@aol.com 

410-352-5095 
MHIC 133392

F I N A N C I A L  C O N S U L T I N G

434-382-8920

Bookkeeping 
Payroll 
Tax Prep 

Credit Repair 
Lien Removal 
Tax Resolution

amaconsulting@gmail.com 
amaconsultingbusiness.com

Credit Trade Lines

D A N C E

443-994-8561

Private Dance Studio in South Point
Jean Marie OC Dance Studio

www.jeanmariedancestudio.com

Ballet   Pointe   Jazz   Hip Hop   Lyrical   
Contemporary    Senior Moves 

Wedding & Partner Moves    Small Group 
Private Lessons

F I N A N C I A L  S E R V I C E S

F L O O R I N G

410-208-3879 
(c) 443-944-5362 
ahtiffer@seafloorcarpets.com 

www.seafloorcarpets.com

11308 Manklin Creek Road, Ocean Pines

I N V E S T M E N T S

MANAGE  YOUR  RETIREMENT GAINS 
AMERICA’S  FIXED  ANNUITY   

* LIFETIME   INCOME * 
14%  INTEREST GROWTH FOR 10 FULL YEARS  

INSURANCE Co. FOUNDED IN 1851 
 

FOR   FREE   INFORMATION:  410-641-0378

Leaf Protection   Gutter Installation & Repairs

443-880-4813
Ocean Pines

THEGUTTERPROS.COM INFO@THEGUTTERPROS.NET

G U T T E R S

pools 
from page 6 
 
Salisbury.   

A 70-year-old, Castoro said the 
test was strenuous, but he had no 
more trouble passing than some of 
the other candidates who were 17 or 
18.   

“If you can pass a prequalifica-
tion test, you’re strong enough to do 
what has to be done,” he said.   

Castoro said the prequalification 
process includes swimming 300 
yards – roughly 12 lengths of the 
Sports Core Pool – and treading 
water for two minutes.   

In the final test, “they drop a 
brick in the deep end of the pool, 
you swim the length of the pool, 
dive down to the bottom, pick the 
brick up, come up to the surface, 
and then swim with the brick on 
your back the length of the pool,” he 
said.  

“That’s the physical strength, 
stamina and duration required to 
take the course. The bottom line is, 
you need to be a strong swimmer,” 
Castoro said.   

He encouraged others to take the 
plunge and join the team at Ocean 
Pines Aquatics.   

“If you’ve got the idea, you 
should go forward with it,” he said. 
“You’re helping the community and 
giving back, besides picking up 
some great skills for yourself in 
terms of being able to swim better. 
And you have the capability of sav-
ing somebody’s life.  

“I would say to anybody who is 
considering it, that it’s a worthwhile 
endeavor that will build your own 
self-esteem, your own skills, and 
allow you to give back to the com-
munity,” he added.   

For more information on becom-
ing a lifeguard in Ocean Pines, con-
tact Kathleen Cook at 
443-299-9949.  

Spring lifeguard certification 
classes are scheduled April 21-23 in 
Ocean Pines. The Association will 
waive the class fee for anyone hired 
as an Ocean Pines lifeguard. Appli-
cants must be 15 by the date of the 
last class.  

Certifications are also available 
through the YMCA in Salisbury.   

Farm to library event scheduled
The Friends of the Ocean Pines Li-

brary announced they will present a 
Farm-To-Library event as part of the 
organization’s semi-annual member-
ship meeting on Thursday, October 
20. Local farmers will share their sto-
ries: how they got started farming, 
what products they sell, and the chal-
lenges and benefits of operating their 
own farm. 

This event is open to the public and 
refreshments will be served. The mem-
bership meeting begins at 10 a.m., fol-
lowed by the Farm-To-Library event at 
11 a.m. The general public is welcome 
and there is no charge. 

Guest speakers include: Matthew 
Harhai of Goat Plum Tree Farm, Nan-
cie Corbett of Bluebird Farms and 
Carol Cross of Cross Farms. 

Worcester County Library is host-
ing several programs related to nutri-
tion and wellness as part of its 
Farm-To-Library series. More details 
are available at worcesterlibrary.org. 
The initiative is in partnership with the 
Worcester County Health Department, 

a recipient of a grant from CareFirst 
Blue Cross Blue Shield to launch a di-
abetes prevention program for the 
community. 

 

Parke garage  
sale to return 

The Parke at Ocean Pines is hold-
ing its community sale on Saturday, 
October 29 (rain date is Sunday, Octo-
ber 30) from 7:30 a.m. to noon in the 
driveways of our residents.  The Parke 
is an active 55+ Adult community of 
503 homes.  Parke residents are sell-
ing their treasures for others to enjoy.  
There are clothes, lamps, artwork, 
household items, electronics, furniture 
and more. 

On October 29, maps will be avail-
able at the main entrance of the Parke 
located at Central Parke West, located 
off Ocean Parkway at the south en-
trance of Ocean Pines.   

For additional information, contact 
the Parke Clubhouse Staff at 410-208-
4994. 
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S I D I N G

To place your business card call  

410-629-5906

T I T L E  S E R V I C E S

N A T U R A L  F O O D S

Support Local Businesses

9240 Peerless Rd. 
Bishopville, MD 21813

410-629-1573 
Fax: 410-629-1946

L A W N  M A I N T E N A N C E

W A T E R

REAL ESTATE PURCHASE & REFINANCE SETTLEMENTS 
INDEPENDENCE SPECIAL 25% DISCOUNT 

Active Duty & Veterans - US Armed Forces, Law Enforcement, 
EMT & Firefighters 

 
410-213-7741 / 410-213-7742 fax 

AcquestTitle@comcast.net / Acquest-Title.com

Place your 
business card here ! 
Call Linda Knight 

443-366-4184  

P A T I O

PAVER PATIOS
Brick Paver Patios    Retaining Walls   Fire Pits   Decks

410-390-1499
Decks, Patios & Improvements - Family Owned & Operated

Call for a FREE ESTIMATE

SUPPLEMENT SATURDAY!  15% off All Supplements 
(First Saturday of Every Month)

Natural Health Food Store

Place your 
business card here ! 
Call Linda Knight 

443-366-4184  

P R O P E R T Y  C L E A N  O U T

T H E R A P YL A N D S C A P I N G

P R O P E R T Y  S E R V I C E S

Mobile, In-Home Physical, Occupational and Speech Therapy Services 
 

Lisa M. Clifford, PT, DPT, MBA, CWT 

Owner/Physical Therapist 

443-228-6040 

www.ShoreTherapySolutions.com

Atlantic Landscaping & More

410-713-9159 
Call or text for free estimates 

Property Management, Lawn Care, Gutter Cleaning,  

Power Washing, Window Cleaning, Leaf Removal,  

Painting, Stone, Gravel, Mulching, Cleaning,  

Hauling Services, Stump Grinding, Shed Demolition, 

House, Shed & Garage Clean Outs & More

Recognized  
Six women, recognized for their 
volunteer efforts and community 
involvement, were honored Sun-
day afternoon by the Worcester 
County Women’s Commission 
(WCWC) during the organization’s 
Gems Tea held at the Worcester 
Technical High School.   

Those honored were (left to 
right) Beth Rodier, Michele 
Bruder, Andrea Lilly, Rebecca 
Payne and Sherri Lassahn.  
Michelle Fager was unable to at-
tend.

Families invited to Track or Treat 
Worcester County Recreation & Parks invites youth and 

families for a night of safe Trick or Treating. Track or Treat 
will take place at the Worcester County Recreation Center in 
Snow Hill on Friday, October 28, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

This family-fun event is open to youth ages 12 and under.  
Local vendors will hand out goodies to the kids. Children 
should come dressed in their Halloween costumes and bring 
their bags to collect goodies.   

There is no admission fee for this event, but children must 
be accompanied by an adult. All guests must sign in at the 
main entrance.  

For more information about Track or Treat or to partici-
pate as a vendor, contact Tyler Keiser at 410-632-2144, ext. 
2505 or tkeiser@marylandscoast.org. Visit www.playmary-
landscoast.org to learn about other special events happening 
in Worcester County.   
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