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After reporting last week about 

Russellville Electric Board Manager 
Charles Canida hiding records of a 
REB savings account used to make 
more than $8,700 in cash with-
drawals and gift card purchases, the 
Franklin Free Press has now learned 
that  Canida did not disclose  an 
extension to his employment con-
tract in response to the same public 
records request that asked for 
records of the savings account. 

According to multiple sources, the 
Russellville Electric Board approved 
a five-year extension of Canida's 
contract from its original expiration 
date of December 16, 2022.  

Sources familiar with the board's 
action told the FFP the extension 
was approved in a business meeting 
held in August 2020. Additionally, the 
financial terms of the extension were 
to be decided when Canida's con-
tract was originally supposed to end 
in December 2022, one source told 
the FFP.  

On December 22, 2021, the FFP 
served Canida and his Executive 
Assistant Sherry Smith an Alabama 
Open Records Act request to inspect 
and/or copy certain records. 

 Paragraph 1 of the request stated: 
“Please include a copy of Canida's 
current employment contract with the 
Russellville Electric Board.”  

Canida demanded the FFP and 
Russellville City Councilman Darren 
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The 18 employees of the Franklin 

County Jail have gone pink for the 
month of October, with t-shirts that 
promote National Breast Cancer 
Awareness month becoming part of 
their official work uniform. 

And that includes Franklin County 
Jail Administrator Theresa Qualls, 
who wears her pink shirt to work 
each day. For Qualls, though, breast 
cancer awareness is personal, as 
she was diagnosed last year with 
invasive ductal carcinoma, a serious 

form of cancer where cancer cells 
that began forming in the milk ducts 
spread beyond the ducts to other 
parts of the breast tissue, according 
to www.nationalbreastcancer.org. 

Qualls has run the Franklin County 
Jail since 2014. She's been 
employed by the Franklin County 
Sheriff's Office 21 years, so there's 
hardly a face that comes into the jail 
she doesn't recognize.  

Ask those who work under Qualls 
how she runs the jail and you hear 
one consistent answer—firm but fair. 

And as Qualls continues her battle 
with cancer, she's an inspiration to 
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See ‘CONTRACT,’ Page 8

See ‘QUALLS,’ Page 5
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‘Pink Power:’ Jail staff wears 
pink to promote awareness

Canida withholds contract exten-
sion from Open Records response 



“In Memory of our loved ones...” 
brought to you by Atkins Marble and Granite Works 

and Franklin Memory Gardens

For updates on news 
and sports through-
out the week, visit us 

on the web at 
www.franklinfreep-
ress.net! Send your 

guest columns, 
recipes, cartoon pan-
els, letters to the edi-

tor and other cre-
ative submissions to 
franklinfreepress@y

ahoo.com.

 
Frank Hamblen, 70, of Phil Campbell, passed away on 

Sunday, October 23, 2022.  Spry Memorial Chapel assist-
ed the family.  

 
David Norman Bixler, 58, of Russellville, passed away on 

Sunday, October 23, 2022. A memorial service will be 
held in honor of his Life at a later time. Pinkard Funeral 

Home of Russellville assisted the family.  
 

Roger Dale Motes, 69 years old of Phil Campbell, AL. 
passed away October 22, 2022. Akins Funeral Home is 

assisting the family. 
 
 



For updates on 
news and sports 
throughout the 
week, be sure 
and visit us 

online at 
www.franklin-
freepress.net!

113 Washington Ave. NW 
Russellville, AL 35653 

256-332-0255
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The Russellville Street Department is near completion of a road 

improvement project on 
McGee Street that 

should alleviate 
drainage and flooding 

issues in the area. 
Russellville Mayor 

David Grissom 
expressed his apprecia-

tion to the Street 
Department at the coun-

cil's October 17, 2022 
meeting. 

“We want to thank 
Shannon Wilson and 

the Street Department  
for the work they did on 
that project. They have 

done an excellent job 
on a project we wanted 

to do for a long time,” 
Grissom said. 

Shannon Wilson, 
Street Department 
Manager, said his 

employees began demolition of a bridge on McGee Street, just off 
Underwood Road, last Monday. Once the bridge was removed, three 

large pipes were installed under the roadway. This will allow more water 
flow under the road and reduce or eliminate flooding that came during 

heavy rains with the smaller opening through the bridge. 
Engineering for the project was done by the Civil Group. The engineering, 

McGee Street project nears completion 
pipe and materials cost approximately $85,000, Wilson said. With Street 
Department employees doing the labor, the city saved a significant amount 
of expense by not having to employ a contractor. 

The job was done last week and the road reopened October 17th.  
“We ran into some issues, so it actually took a little longer than I hoped, 

but we did the work as 
quickly as possible to 
reduce the inconvenience 
to the residents in the 
area,” Wilson said. “All the 
work was done by Street 
Department employees. 
We saved the city a lot of 
money in labor.” 

Wilson said the new road 
must settle before it can 
be paved.  Street 
Department employees will 
spread straw, sow the 
sides of the road and pave 
it as the final step. 

In other business at its 
October 17th meeting, the 
council: 

--held a public hearing to receive citizen input regarding rezoning two lots 
owned by Beech  Tree Media, Tracts 36 and 36A, on James N. Hovater 
Road. 

--approved an ordinance to rezone two tracts owned by Beech Tree 
Media, Tracts 36 and 36A, from Multi-Family (R3) to Business General (B-
2). 

--hired Roy Caul and Randal Jacob Vandiver as patrol officers in the  
Russellville Police Department. 

--approved temporary appointments in the Russellville Fire Department, 
retroactively to October 15, 2022, for Mickey Gentry to Lieutenant, Jeremy 
Glenn to Captain and Bryan Sutton to  Fire Fighter II.
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Employees of the Franklin County Sheriff's Office will receive an addition-

al $1/hour raise after the Franklin County Commission approved the 
increase at its October 17th meeting. 

The $1/hour for Franklin County Jail and Sheriff's Office employees will 
take effect on the November 4, 2022, payroll, according to Franklin County 
Administrator Leah Mansell. This is in addition to the $1 across the board 
raises the commission approved last month. 

Franklin County Probate Judge Barry Moore said the additional $1/hour 
will help make the Sheriff's Office and jail jobs more attractive to applicants. 

“The commission feels this will help in recruiting and maintaining employ-
ees and help reduce turnover in the department,” Moore said. 

Commissioner Jason Miller, who did not attend the October 17th meeting, 
said he fully supported the pay increase and believes it was well-deserved. 

In other agenda items, the commission: 
--approved taking bids on a 2007 Nissan Titan and a 2008 Dodge 

Durango, both located in the parking lot behind the Franklin County 
Courthouse. Bids will be accepted until November 14, 2022, at 2 p.m. 

--approved a grant for approximately $8,000 administered through the 
Northwest Alabama Resource Conservation and Development Council, to 
purchase 14 infrared monitors to be distributed to all Franklin County vol-
unteer fire departments and the Russellville Fire Department. The county 
will pay for the monitors and will be fully reimbursed through grant funds. 

--approved a budget amendment of $80,424 for aerial photos to be taken 
out of the Reappraisal budget.   

--approved a contract labor agreement with Charles Michael for court-
house security for a 12-month period. 

--approved the hiring of Andrea Jenkins, David Lang, Michael Harris, 
Anthony Chance Hurts and Amye Clay as Corrections Officers/Dispatchers. 

--approved catastrophic sick leave for Steve Bullion and Theresa Qualls. 
--authorized the continued advertisement for a Heavy Equipment 

Operator with the Franklin County Solid Waste Department.

Sheriff’s employees to get 
second $1/HR. raise

COURTESY PHOTO





many, including her boss, Sheriff Shannon Oliver. 
“Theresa has been strong and a fighter and has not missed lot of work. 

She's been there as much as possible, with a positive attitude. She's well 
respected by everybody.” 

When Qualls felt a lump in her breast last March, she already had a doc-
tor's appointment scheduled. A scan of her right breast showed a cancerous 
tumor. Chemotherapy treatments started soon thereafter, with the goal of 
reducing the 4.3 centimeter tumor as much as possible before it was 
removed seven months later. 

Qualls was optimistic and upbeat after her initial diagnosis. It wasn't until 
doctors told her she was at Stage 4, where the cancer had spread to her 
lymph nodes and lungs, that emotions got the best of her, at least for a short 
time. 

Her husband Zont died in 2019. He passed away from kidney disease but 
had previously gone through cancer treatments. 

Qualls needed to tell her two sons about her Stage 4 diagnosis, and she 
was fighting thoughts of how they would take the news. 

“Even though they're grown, they're still my kids and that got to me,” 
Qualls said. 

When her chemotherapy ended last November, the lumpectomy was per-
formed December 15, 2021. That was followed by 31 days of radiation. 

Qualls continued to come to work, with her only lengthy time off coming 
after surgery.  

A positron emission tomography (PET) scan was done in April and it 
showed the spot in her lungs had returned. 

That meant starting chemotherapy treatments again and returning to the 
arena for another battle with cancer. 

“That was a devastating blow and I felt sorry for myself having to start 
chemotherapy all over again, but that's what I need to do, so I'm doing it,” 
Qualls said. “All this has been made so much easier by my staff and the 
sheriff has been great. He and my staff have taken the load off me while still 
keeping me in the loop.” 

As a testament to the type of person she is, some of the jail's 89 inmates 
made homemade t-shirts showing their support for Qualls. A few artistically 
talented inmates decorated a wall in the hail with a breast cancer ribbon in 
Qualls' honor. 

Several inmates wrote cards and letters of encouragement to her, and 
she's read every one of them. 

“Knowing people are in my corner makes me feel good. Our inmates 
have been so support-
ive. It's important to 
remember they are 
people first, regardless 
of why they are in jail. 
And I've always tried to 
remember that,” Qualls 
said. 

She will undergo a 
second PET scan next 
week that will indicate 
whether the second 
round of chemotherapy 
has been effective. 

Ironically, Qualls has 
wanted to do pink uni-
form shirts for Breast 
Cancer Awareness 
Month for several 
years prior to her diag-
nosis. 

Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month is 
devoted to educating 
everyone about breast cancer and why early detection is so important as 
well as access to timely, quality health care.

‘QUALLS,’ from Page 1

REAL MEN (AND WOMEN) WEAR PINK: Franklin 
County Jail Administrator Theresa Qualls, center with 
black sweater, and her staff are wearing pink shirts 
as part of their work uniforms to promote October as 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month. Qualls is in the 
second year of her battle with breast cancer and 
she's an inspiration to those who work with her



The Russellville Book Lovers will host a "Walk to Wellness" on Saturday, 
October 29th at 9 a.m., at the Russellville High School Field House and 

Track.There will be refreshments and information booths. Registration is $25 and 
comes with a t-shirt. The annual event raises funds for breast cancer awareness. 
Funds will be used to benefit women with breast cancer who are on their "walk to 
wellness." More than $2,400 has been  donated to the Russellville Hospital Cancer 
Fund and cancer survivors.This year is dedicated to  Maudie Bedford who recently 
passed away after an extended bout with cancer. She  is the person who spon-
sored the Book Lovers' first year of Walk to  Wellness. Please make plans to take 
part if you can! 

My Father’s House will host a Family Fun Day on Friday, October 28, 
2022, from 4:30-6:30 p.m. This free event includes roasted hot dogs, 

marshmallows, games, a cake walk, and a hay ride! Everyone is welcome, so 
please join them! 

Join us Sunday, October 30th from 5:00-6:30 for our Trunk or Treat and 
Fall Festival! We will have food, candy, games.  We can't wait to See 

you at Siloam Missionary Baptist Church, 1657 Hwy. 60, Russellville, AL. Across 
from King Drive In. Visit our website at lovedatsiloam.com for all our information or 
our Facebook page. 

THE NACOLG SENIORx MEDICATION ASSITANCE PROGRAM SUP-
PLIES FREE AND LOW COST MEDICATIONS FOR ANYONE IN ALA-

BAMA WITH A DISABILITY OR A CHRONIC ILLNESS REGARDLESS OF AGE 
THAT REQUIRES DAILY MEDICATION. MEDICARE RECIPIENTS MAY ALSO BE 
ELIGIBLE. FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT NACOLG SENIORx TODAY. 
THERE IS NO CHARGE FOR THIS SERVICE.1-800-AGELINE (1-800-243-5463) 
256-389-0530 PAULA PARDUE 256-389-0529 THIS PROGRAM IS IN PARTNER-
SHIP WITH THE STATE OF ALABAMA AND ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF SEN-
IOR  

The Phil Campbell Arts & Historical Society will host its Second Annual 
Christmas Bazaar on Saturday, November 5th from 9 a.m.-4 p.m., at 

the Phil Campbell Community Center, 132 Sherry Bryce Rd., in Phil Campbell. For 
booth information, please call 256-810-4572. There will be Arts & Crafts, 
Homemade Treasures, Scentsy, Christmas Decor, Unique Gifts, Bake Sale and 
Food Truck on site. Proceeds will be applied toward the purchase of a building in 
Phil Campbell. 

Hop on board the Haunted Hay Ride, Friday, Oct. 28, Saturday, Oct. 29, 
Sunday, Oct. 30 and Monday, Oct. 31, starting at 7 p.m., each night. 

Location is the end of Maddox Road in Phil Campbell. All proceeds go to the 
Ashridge Volunteer Fire Department in Haleyville. Admission is $10 per person. 

First United Methodist Church will hold a Rummage Sale for Missions, 
Friday/Saturday, November 4/5. Friday hours 7-5, Saturday 7-11. 

There will be furniture, kitchen items, household goods, jewelry, books, baked 
goods and more! Sale will be at the church, located on North Jackson Ave in down-
town Russellville. 

Don’t miss ‘Sheffield Remembers,’ Saturday, November 5 from 10 
a.m.-10 p.m., at the Clarion Hotel, 4900 Hatch Blvd. You’ve seen the 

movie—now comes the MUSIC! Multiple performers for one price. Two meal breaks 
and free Friday night Fun! Free Breakfast for hotel guests. $20 admission. “Musical 
Meet and Greet” in the Lobby as part of the November 4th Free Friday Evening. 
The Elvis Tribute Artists will sing and anyone else who would like to sign up is also 
welcome! Visit Sheffield Remembers on Facebook for more information. Special 
event rate for hotel guests. Ask for the $82 plus tax per night. 

Littleville First Baptist Church Presents The Kent Curtis Family from 
McEwen Tn..for a night of Gospel Music. Sat. NOV. 5th, 6pm 

until..LFBC is located on Hwy. 43 Littleville Al. Going North toward the Shoals the 
Church is located on the Left coming South from the Shoals, Church located on the 
Right. LOOKING FORWARD TO A GREAT NIGHT OF WORSHIP. 





‘CONTRACT,’ from Page 1
These meeting minutes were not supplied to the FFP by Canida. 
So the question remains whether a revised contract that runs through 

December 2027, approved by the board in August 2020, was actually 
drafted at the time of the extension, or any time thereafter. If no such 
revised contract exists, did the REB approve a contract extension without 
reviewing a draft of the contract before voting on it? 

One source told the FFP they were sure a revised contract was done but 
the source did not have a copy of the contract reflecting the revised dates.  

Another unanswered question is why Canida did not disclose the five-
year contract extension as part of the Open Records Act response that he 
prepared. 

Canida was contacted for comment on this article but failed to respond.

Woodruff (who also made a similar Open Records Request) pay  more 
than $1,000 in advance of receiving any response to the Open Records Act 
request. The charge was based on a per hour rate for Canida's time, along 
with a per hour rate for Smith and REB Accountant Tiffany Holt. 

The initial invoice did not include the names of REB employees whose 
time went into preparing the requested records. Canida later acknowledged 
who the three employees were before the invoice was paid. Woodruff made 
this information a specific prerequisite to his paying for the records search. 

Canida produced a document entitled “Revised and Renewed 
Employment Agreement,” which was approved by the REB on April 24, 
2018. This agreement extended Canida's original contract through 
December 16, 2022, with annual five percent raises from his 2018 base 
salary of $135,000.  

Canida's W-2 for 2021 showed wages of $177,736.85. 
Canida's response to the Open Records Act request from December 2021 

did not include any documentation, whether in the form of an extended con-
tract, a revised contract, a new contract or minutes from any meeting when 
his contract was extended, and to date, the only contract provided by 
Canida and/or the REB is one that expires December 16, 2022. 

At the time of the August 2020 meeting, the REB  consisted of James 
McDuffa, Bill Jackson, Nick Willis and Joan Pace. Pace is no longer on the 
board. There was no  fifth REB member at the time due to former board 
member Dexter Hamilton's resignation earlier in the year. 

The FFP's request for Canida's current employment contract continues to 
remain unanswered as to any extension or modification beyond December 
2022,  almost one year after it was requested.  

If the contract was extended five years, the current employment contract 
would seemingly reflect that it runs through December 2027.  

On Monday, the FFP received a copy of REB  meeting minutes from 
August 17, 2020, that indicate McDuffa made a motion to “extend the con-
tract of General Manager Charles Canida for an additional five years after 
his current contract expires. Wages will be addressed at the end of the cur-
rent contract that ends December 31, 2022. (REB Minutes from August 17, 
2020 meeting).” 

The minutes reflect Willis seconded the motion and all board members 
approved with none opposed. 

Hour-long, full-body massages
Half-hour massages

10-minute chair massages
Reiki, Hot Stone and Salt Glow treatment

Available Tues. night and all day Fri. and Sat.

Call 256-332-4220
Angel Leathers

Licensed Massage 
Therapist & Reiki

Practitioner II
Services done by appointment

at Creative Image Salon on
Hwy. 43 in Spruce Pine



AND THE WINNERS ARE...The Franklin Free Press announces the winners of the 
2022 Hallo-Win Pet Costume Contest. Each winner (and their pet) will receive a good-

ie basket filled with treats for them and their pet, and our Grand Prize winner also 
receives a $100 prize! Congratulations to our Grand Prize Winning Entry, Amy 

McLemore and her dog Tucker! Our Silliest Costume Winner is Kayla Cochran and her 
dog Miss Dollie! Our Best Pet/Owner Matching Costume Winner is Gabby Clark and 
her dog Bellatrix! And our Winner of the Not a Dog or Cat  Category is our only entry, 

Dorothy Waldrep Myrick and her Pet Goat! All prizes will be ready for pickup on 
Wednesday, October 26th. Congratulations to our winners and thanks to everyone 
who entered! Clockwise, from right: Gabby and Bellatrix, Myrick’s goat, Cochran’s 

Miss Dollie and our Grand Prize Winner, Tucker!



Lost/Found 
 

I lost a 
Walmart bag 
w/ necklaces, 

phone charger.  
Lost near 

24/Lawrence 
Int. Reward 

(256)291-5293 

FOR SALE 
25 HP Kubota 

4X4 Hydro-
Static w/6ft fin-
ishing motor.  

8x16 dual axle 
trailer w/ slide 

out ramps. 
REDUCED. 

(256)436-4622 

Land for Sale. 
8.5 Acres in 
Russellville. 

Price 
Reduced! 256-

436-4622. 
(1) 

 
Mums, 

Pumpkins, Hay 
Bales, Corn 

Stalks 
(256)668-3893 

(2) 
 

Fresh Chicken 
Eggs for sale. 
$2.50/dozen. 
Fresh Duck 

Eggs for sale. 
$3.50/dozen. 
Call 256-324-

2407. (6) 
 

Yard Sale 
 

Ongoing Yard 
Sale through 

Nov. 2 

485 McClung 
St. 

Phil Campbell  
Boys clothes, 
toys, glass-

ware, cabinets 
 

Oct 27,28,29 
115 

Wedgewood 
Dr., 

Russellville, 8-
3 

Wrought iron 
table and 4 
chairs, lift 
chair, cos-
tumes and 

jewelry. 
 

Multi-family 
yard sale 

October 28th 
and 29th  

5926 Highway 
48  

Russellville 7-4 
 
 
 

Multi-Family  
Oct. 28th and 

29th 
Trailer park 
behind Seal 
Tax Service. 

Furniture, 
glassware and 
home interior. 

 
October 28th 

and 29th 
25750 Hwy. 24 

West 8-2  
Dishes, 

clothes and 
other items  

 
Garage Sale 

Oct. 28th, 29th 
13640 Hwy. 

243 7-3 
Furniture and 
more items.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Services 
 

Wanting to 
Buy Firewood. 

Please call 
Tom at 256-
332-4037 

(3) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For daily 
updates on 
news and 

sports, visit us 
online at 

www.franklin
freepress.net!

Vehicle Title Problem? 
We have a Solution!

Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicles, Mobile Homes & Surety Bonds
  

 
!

We can help with most Titled Vehicles in Alabama, including Cars, 
Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailers.  Stop in, by phone or online!
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Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailers.  Stop in, by phone or online!
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C a l l  1 - 2 5 6 - 8 5 0 - 0 5 2 7
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Camp Lejeune
 Toxic Water Claims

If you  or  a loved one lived or worked at 
Camp LeJuene between 1953 - 1987 and 
suffered a serious health problem or death, 

you may be entitled to compensation. 

Chemicals found in the water supply at the 
base 

have been linked to many cancers, ALS, 
birth defects and other illnesses.

Call now for a free case review.

1 (334)315-2859
gldavis@gregdavislaw.com

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than 
the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.
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The Red Bay Tigers took a Region 8 road trip 

Friday night to Hatton, but came up short, falling 
to the Hornets 38-22. 

The Hornets started the season with no idea 
what their season would be like  after a slew of 
new faces moved in from R.A. Hubbard High 
School, which closed its doors permanently last 
spring. 

With the win, the Hornets (7-2, 4-2) earned the 
three seed in the region, right behind the 
Lexington Bears at one and the Falkville Blue 
Devils at two. The Tigers (6-3, 3-3) clinched the 
fourth spot, as the top four Region 8 finishers 
advance to the playoffs. 

“The Hornets did a great job planning for us by 
taking Brady Hardin out of the ball game. Hardin 
collectively had 74 yards rushing when he nor-
mally rushes for 200+,” Red Bay  Coach Heath 
Childers said. 

Red Bay had 249 total yards to Hatton’s 299. 
The real difference was in the rushing yards with 
the Tigers rushing for only 133 yards and the 
Hornets rushing for 254. 

“We played hard, but didn’t always play smart,” 
Childers said. 

The second half is where the Hornets pulled 
away, outscoring the Tigers 24-8. The teams 
went into halftime tied 14-14. 

“We didn’t take advantage of all the opportuni-
ties we had and it caught up to us in the fourth 
quarter,” Childers said. 

The Tigers will host the Phil Campbell Bobcats 
(6-3, 3-3 in 3A Region 8) Friday in the regular 
season finale for both teams. 

Childers said the Bobcats are an all around 
solid team who can run the ball when they want 
and sneak in a pass when they need to. 

“Phil Campbell is a very physical team and well 
coached. It’s going to be a real tough ballgame,” 
Childers said.  

The Tigers and the Bobcats will be a game won 
in the trenches, Childers said. 
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FranklinFreePress.net        10.26.22SPORTS
Red Bay, PC to clash in 

playoff tune up
RHS pounds Fairview to secure region title

Colts buck early, but Bobcats roar in the end 
spot as the fourth-place finisher in the region. 

Phil Campbell, 6-3 (3-3 in Region 8) will travel to 
Red Bay Friday to close out the regular season.  

The other 3A Region 8 playoff  teams are Mars 
Hill (1st), Lauderdale County (2nd) and Colbert 
County (3rd). 

Clements outgained Phil Campbell in total offen-
sive yards, 427-350, and ran more than twice the 
number of plays as the Bobcats (75-34). 

John Pilati 
Franklin Free Press 

 
At 2-7 (1-4 in Class 3A, Region 8), the Clements 

Colts didn't appear to be a major obstacle stand-
ing in the way of the Phil Campbell Bobcats' pur-
suit of a playoff berth. 

But football isn't played based on appearances. 
On Senior Night in Athens, a gamely Clements 

team battled Phil Campbell touchdown for touch-
down, until a key fourth down stop late in the third 
quarter by the Bobcat defense gave Coach Kevin 
Barnwell's team the opportunity to go up by two 
scores. 

The defense swarmed Clements quarterback 
Brady Moore on fourth down near midfield and 
came up with a game-changing sack. 

“That play was huge for us,” Barnwell said. 
“Clements gave us a good test. They have a four-
year starter at quarterback/linebacker and an out-
standing back who's a great athlete and very fast.” 

Leading 30-24 at the time, the Bobcats scored 
quickly, with Gage Baker's six-yard touchdown fin-
ishing the drive. The two-point try failed, but Phil 
Campbell led 36-24 with :49 left in the third. 

Jayden Gilbert's 19-yard touchdown with 8:33 
left pushed Clements closer, to 36-30. But Baker's 
24-yard touchdown, followed by a two-point con-
version run by Hayston Scott was enough for the 
Bobcats to secure a 44-32 win and clinch a playoff 

See, ‘BOBCATS,’ page 13

See, ‘RHS,’ page 12

Friday Night Football 
Schedule  

October 28, 2022 
 

Russellville vs. Athens 
 

Phil Campbell vs. Red Bay 
 

Tharptown vs. Whitesburg 
Christian 

 
Vina vs.Waterloo 

 

Michael Rice 
Franklin Free Press 

 
With the Region 8 

championship on the line, 
the Russellville Golden  
Tigers didn't waste their 
road trip to Fairview. 

The Golden Tigers kept 
the game close in the first 
quarter, but then pulled 
away by halftime. 
Russellville came home 
with a Region 8 champi-
onship clinching 41-14 
victory. 

The Aggies scored first 
with a three-yard touch-
down run by  quarterback 
Barrett York and the extra 
point made it 7-0 with 
three minutes remaining 
in the first quarter. 

The Golden Tigers 
caught up the next drive 
with a Conner Warhurst 
65-yard touchdown run. 
Manny Martinez's PAT 
made it 7-7. 

The Aggies responded 
with a 35-yard touchdown 

pass and an extra point 
to make it 14-7. 

After an Aggies' 
turnover, Russellville 
cashed in when 
Harrison Burch found 
Randall Johnson for a 
68-yard touchdown 

pass. The Martinez 
PAT tied it 14-14 with 
nine minutes left in the 
second quarter.   

 Burch then found TJ 
King on the Golden 

Tigers' next drive for a 
58-yard touchdown 

pass. Russellville led 21-
14 with four minutes 

remaining in the half. 
Taylor Crumpton recov-

ered a  fumble on the 
ensuing kickoff that 

allowed Warhurst to add 
a seven-yard touchdown 

run to his total, making 
the score 28-14. 

Warhurst then punched 
in his third touchdown of 

the night after a bad 
snap on a punt by the 

Aggies and Russellville 
led 34-14 at halftime. 

In the second half, the 
Golden Tigers held the 

Aggies scoreless and 
added one more touch-

down in the middle of the 
fourth quarter to make it 

41-14. 
“We played extremely 

well, extremely physical. 
We dominated Fairview 
on all three phases,” RHS 
Coach John Ritter said. 

Burch completed 8 of 11 
passes for 183 passing 
yards and two touch-

TJ King had 91 yds. receiving and one TD. 



downs. 
Warhurst had 22 carries for 193 yards and three touchdowns. Cam 

Phinzee had 10 carries for 77 yards and a TD. 
TJ King had four receptions for 91 yards and one touchdown and 

Randall Johnson had two 
catches for 77 yards and 
a touchdown. 

Defensively, Javonte Hill 
led Russellville with 12 
tackles. 

This Friday night, the 
Golden Tigers renew an 
old rivalry against the 
Athens Golden Eagles. 

“This is a game for all 
the old school Russellville 
fans,’ Ritter said. 

The Golden Eagles are 
4-5 on their season in 
Class 6A play. 

This Friday is also 
Senior Night where the 
program will honor its 
seniors. 

Before the game, 
Russellville will also honor 
former Colbert County 

High School Head Football Coach Don Creasy before the game. Creasy 
tragically passed away in a car accident earlier this month. Creasy was a 
two-time state champion coach at Colbert County and a 2003 Alabama 
High School Hall of Fame inductee. 

“This is a great opportunity not only to celebrate our seniors, but also to 
honor the Creasy family with a plaque for all that Don Creasy has done 
in his lifetime,” Ritter said. 

‘RHS,’ from Page 11



The difference was production per play, as Phil Campbell netted 10.3 
yards per snap to Clements' 5.7. The Bobcats amassed 246 yards rushing 
on 27 attempts for a lofty 9.1 yards per rush. 

The Colts were aided by seven Bobcat penalties, including several 
unsportsmanlike 
conduct calls that 
Barnwell 
addressed in the 
locker room at half-
time. 

“We shot our-
selves in the foot in 
the first half with 
penalties. We had 
a spirited discus-
sion at halftime 
about that,” 
Barnwell said. “It's 
been a problem for 
us all year and 
there comes a 
point in time when 
I got blunt with 
them and tell them 
you're being selfish 
when you say 
something that 
draws a flag. I love 
the competitive 
spirit but you have 
to keep your mouth 
closed.” 

Pace finished 4-7 passing for 104 yards and a touchdown. Gage Baker 
ran for 130 yards on 14 carries and had three touchdowns. 

Phil Campbell will be without Braxten Goodson and Noah Raper for its 
playoff run, as Barnwell said both players had knee surgeries last week.  

Jett Traywick led the defense with 11 tackles. Mason Weeks and Cole 
Pace had 10 apiece.

‘BOBCATS,’ from Page 11

JOB OPPORTUNITY 
 
 

The Franklin County Commission is accept-
ing applications for the following position: 

Office Clerk at Sheriff's Office 
Applications will be accepted in the Franklin 
County Commission office until the position 

has been filled. 
An application and job description may be 
picked up, faxed or emailed upon request 

from the Franklin County Commission Office, 
405 N. Jackson Avenue, Monday-Friday, 8 

a.m.-5 p.m., or applications are available at 
www.franklincountyal.org under the Careers 

tab. 
Franklin County is an equal opportunity 

employer and does not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, sex, reli-
gion, age or disability in the employment or 

provision of services.



We love to hear from you! Please send your guest 
columns, cartoon panels, letters to the editor, recipes and 

other creative submissions to 
franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

Michael Rice 
Franklin Free Press 

 
Hispanic Heritage Month is celebrated typically from September 

15th through October 15th. It recognizes the contributions and 
influences of Hispanic Americans to the history, culture, and 
achievements of the United States of America. 

Belgreen School has been underway teaching and celebrating 
H ispan ic 
He r i t age 
m o n t h 
with activi-
ties such 
as danc-
ing to 
H ispan ic 
music and 
e a t i n g 
food from 
H ispan ic 
n a t i o n s . 
This is 
Belgreen’s 
s e c o n d 
year cele-
b r a t i n g 
H ispan ic 
He r i t age 
Month. 

As part 
of a daylong celebration of Hispanic Heritage Month, students 
were served empanadas from El Buen Sabor, a Russellville 
restaurant. 

Belgreen intervention  teacher Isabel Makepeace helped stu-
dents understand the importance of  embracing Hispanic 
Heritage and what it means to the  community. 

Makepeace is originally from Guatemala and moved to the 
United States and started first grade at Red Bay School.. 
Makepeace then attended Northeast-Mississippi Community 
College and later transferred to the University of North Alabama. 

“Heritage is a special possession, and we all grab things from 
different areas and traditions. I think those traditions are worth 
sharing. I think each of us are special and our differences should 
be celebrated,” Makepeace said. 

From coloring to breaking pinatas, the Belgreen student body  
experienced multiple Hispanic cultural activities.  

Along with English Second Language teachers, other Belgreen 
instructors have received Hispanic teaching materials from the 
school  to help educate students about Hispanic culture in each 
subject. 

Belgreen celebrates Hispanic 
Heritage Month



Visit us on the 
web at 

www.franklin-
freepress.net!

Congratulations to Hayes Holladay, who correctly picked 10 of 10 games last 
weekend! Even Bailey (8-2) couldn’t match Hayes! 
 
Submit your picks to us each week in one of two ways: Fill out the entry form on this 
page and mail it to us at 113 Washington Ave. NW, Russellville, AL 35653, or email 
your picks to us along with your name and number at franklinfreepress@yahoo.com. 
Picks sent in by mail for Week 9 must be postmarked by Friday, October 28th and 
picks submitted by email for Week 9 must be received by Saturday, October 29th, at 
10 a.m. Each week, the contestant who correctly picks the most games will win a free 
T-shirt and the chance to pick in the grand-prize final-week contest. If multiple con-
testants correctly pick the same number of games in a given week, the tiebreaker 
score will be used to determine a winner. Contestants are only eligible to win the 
weekly contest once. No multiple winners allowed. ONE entry per telephone number. 

 Week 9 Oct. 29nd        Bailey’s Pick.             Your Pick
 

Ohio State
 

Syracuse

Auburn
 

Iowa State

Virginia

Oklahoma State

 
South Carolina

Cincinnati

Tennessee

Ole Miss

 
Arkansas Auburn

Sponsored by 
Bedford, Rogers, 
Bowling & 
McReynolds P.C.

Ohio State at 
Penn State

Notre Dame at 
Syracuse

Arkansas at 
Auburn

Oklahoma at 
Iowa State
Miami at 
Virginia

Oklahoma State 
at Kansas State

Missouri at 
South Carolina

Cincinnati at 
Central Florida
Kentucky at 
Tennessee 
Ole Miss at 
Texas A&M
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