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T
he Almaden Blossom Valley
Chapter of the National Char‐
ity League (NCL) Class of

2023 has chosen the Billy DeFrank
LGBTQ+ Community Center as its
focus for its senior service project
this year. This is the first time the
chapter has worked with this char‐
ity. 

The Billy DeFrank LGBTQ+ Com‐
munity Center, a volunteer‐run
non‐profit, is celebrating its 40th
anniversary a year late because of
the COVID pandemic. All groups
and activities went online: the
eNewsletter, social media, Zoom,
Discord, Meet Up and the website

were ways the community stayed
in touch. 

As the Center is opening up its

doors to bring back community
forums, advocacy, discussions,
Bingo and more fun, there has been

a conscious effort to be more wel‐
coming on the outside as well as
the inside. 

In 2016, Mayor Sam Liccardo
worked with the Billy DeFrank Cen‐
ter to install the first Rainbow
Crosswalk in the South Bay. That
inspired decorating many other
parts around the building, includ‐
ing the parking lot which now has
brightly colored parking stops, and
houses two small and one giant
mural.

The senior class will be respon‐
sible for restoring an entrance of
the Community Center, infusing

See PROJECT, page 3

Our Handwork for
Others Center
Annual Holiday Sale
November 5 at the Almaden
Community Center

O
ur Handwork for Others
Center is having its Annual
Holiday Sale on Saturday,

November 5 starting at 9 a.m. in
the lobby of the Almaden Com‐
munity Center, 6445 Camden
Avenue, San Jose.  

There will be an assortment of
handmade items for all your gift‐
giving needs at fantastic prices.  

“We are looking forward to con‐
tinuing Our Handwork for Others
Sale at the Almaden Community
Center and providing handmade
and monetary donations to local
charities and senior groups,” said
group leader Marilyn Entin. “It will
be good to be back with this live
event.”   

Proceeds from the event go to
the Almaden Senior Association
and the Almaden Advisory Coun‐
cil.  Hats, scarves and blankets are
donated to local charities and vet‐
erans’ groups.

Editor’s note: This event accepts
cash and checks, but no credit cards.

Local National Charity League chooses Billy DeFrank LGBTQ+ for its senior service project 

By Lorraine Gabbert
Senior Staff Writer

F
ollowing the effects of dis‐
tance learning, one elemen‐
tary school principal went

old school to reengage students.
To foster hands‐on learning and

social interaction in third to sixth
grade students, Alex Anderson Ele‐
mentary School Principal Sarah
Kates‐March created a collabora‐
tive design lab. She purchased 10
sewing machines and training in
how to use them with $6,000 of
the school’s Title I funds.

“I felt like kids were engaging
less,” Kates‐March said. “They
weren’t talking with each other.
“It’s about putting concepts into
practice through experience… get‐
ting them out of the classrooms
and off the screens.” 

Recalling how math started mak‐
ing sense to her through measur‐
ing and calculating perimeter and
area in a middle school sewing
class, she wanted to bring the expe‐
rience to her students. She envi‐
sioned them chatting while learn‐
ing to measure and mentoring each
other in sewing techniques.

Kates‐March said with experi‐
ential learning, students interact,
create and grow, leading to aca‐
demic success. In addition to

inspiring cooperation and confi‐
dence, she hopes they gain an
understanding of basic geometry
from creating patterns for their
designs. The program also touch‐
es upon sustainability with stu‐
dents recycling old sheets for fab‐
ric.  

Although some teachers might
be reluctant to take on teaching a

sewing class, the students of those
who do are enjoying it, wanting to
stay when the bell rings rather
than rushing for the door.

“They’re super excited,” Kates‐
March said. “The camaraderie and
connection between students has
been incredibly solid.”

Third grade teacher Katie Pyne,
who brings her class to the design

lab once or twice a week, said it
has reignited her student’s excite‐
ment for school. 

Student Nataly Perez, who is
making a pencil pouch, said she
looks forward to coming to class
and it “helps a lot” with math and
measuring. 

“I feel happy they put a design
See DESIGN LAB, page 3

Alex Anderson principal goes with ‘old school’ learning

Alex Anderson Elementary School Principal Sarah Kates-March created a collaborative design lab with 10 sewing
machines and training in how to use them using $6,000 of the school’s Title I funds.



SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 n ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COMPAGE 2 n ALMADEN TIMES n OCT. 28 – NOV. 10, 2022



ALMADEN TIMES n OCT. 28 – NOV. 10, 2022 n PAGE 3SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 n ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COM

Times Cover Story

Design lab
Continued from page 1
lab in the school,” she said. 

Pynes said students are gaining a sense
of pride through creating and learning.

“They’re able to collaborate with each
other,” she said, “and have conversations
they wouldn’t have in the classroom.”

After learning the basics of sewing, the
students will advance to making pillows
and other items. Pyne is tying Social Stud‐
ies into the class, encouraging students

to create something related to San Jose’s
history.

Student Jeremiah Hernandez, who’s
currently creating a Halloween trick‐or‐
treat bag, likes learning how to make a
variety of items. Student Ciana Khan, who
has sewing experience, said “it’s really
fun” teaching others how to use the
machines. She encourages them to try
their best. 

Jenny Splawn, an elementary school
resource specialist, said it’s an opportu‐
nity for her students to learn in a style
that works well for them.

“The kids love it, especially my kids,”
she said. “They feel successful at learn‐
ing. It’s been wonderful to see. It’s been
really good for their self‐esteem and con‐
fidence.” 

Some of her students have already
made mini pillows. Splawn said the expe‐
rience is one they’ll always remember.

“For them learning has always been
hard,” she said. “To see them take to
something so quickly and so easily, and
to see their faces light up is heartwarm‐
ing. They’re feeling successful.” 

Project
Continued from page 1
color to match the recently installed mural of William
Price aka Billy DeFrank, an African American drag
queen who supported many LGBTQ+ groups dur‐
ing the 1970's. The goal is to create a more wel‐
coming entrance for all members of the LGBTQ+
community and their allies who visit the Center.
The newly installed outdoor LED lighting will make
the entrance as visible and appreciated at night as
it will be by day.

Six different nearby San Jose high schools (Leland,
Pioneer, Leigh, Presentation, Mitty and Valley) are
represented in the 2023 Almaden Blossom Valley
NCL class. The group has spent six years together
developing leadership skills, taking part in cultur‐
al experiences, and performing hundreds of hours
of philanthropy throughout our local community.

Helping others
The class of 2023 has had the opportunity to

become aware and participate in many different
charitable organizations through our greater area.
Each year, they have volunteered in a different focus
area including supporting animals and the envi‐
ronment in the seventh grade, helping families in
need in the eighth grade, assisting children in the
ninth grade, supporting senior care in the tenth
grade, and helping the hungry and homeless in the
eleventh grade. 

The class, together with their families and friends,
are looking forward to a celebration of their years
of working together on March 26, 2023 at the Eagle
Ridge Country Club.

For more information about The Billy DeFrank
LGBTQ+ Community Center, visit www.defrank.org.

After learning the basics of sewing, the students will advance to making pillows and other items. 



By Joseph Geha
San José Spotlight

M
otivated by what they call poor
management and a lack of
accountability, three political

newcomers are challenging
two longstanding incum‐
bents to represent Santa
Clara County’s wholesale
water supplier.

Two seats on the Valley
Water board of directors are
up for grabs in Districts 6 and
7, currently be‐longing to
Tony Estre‐mera, who has
been on the board 26 years,
and Gary Kremen, who is in his eighth
year on the board.

The district manages water for the
county’s roughly two million residents,
has an annual budget of $917 million
and nearly 1,000 employees. In addi‐
tion to contending with a statewide
drought, major infrastructure projects
could shift direction under new lead‐
ership, including $3 billion to build the
Pacheco Dam. 

The project has seen costs soar to
nearly three times original estimates
and is currently facing a lawsuit from
those who oppose it.

Public relations manager Diego Bar‐
ragán and business consultant and San
Jose Planning Commissioner Chuck

Cantrell are both running in Central
and East San Jose’s District 6 against
Estremera, while corporate attorney
Rebecca Eisenberg is facing off with
Kremen in District 7, from Palo Alto

to Los Gatos.
Incumbent John Varela is

running unopposed for
reelection in District 1, and
in District 4, incumbent Linda
LeZotte is retiring. Jim Beall,
the former longtime Silicon
Valley state senator, is run‐
ning for that seat unopposed.

District 6 
Estremera and Kremen

are two of four board members who
supported Measure A in the primary
election in June, which many criticized
as deceiving voters into extending term
limits on the board. The measure
enables members to serve four con‐
secutive four‐year terms, increased
from the prior limit of three. The meas‐
ure passed by a razor thin margin, get‐
ting 50.56% support.

That change is what allows
Estremera, who has served three con‐
secutive elected terms for the last 12
years, to run in this November’s elec‐
tion for a fourth term. He was appoint‐
ed to the board in 1996, prior to his
three terms.

A newly released Santa Clara Coun‐
ty Civil Grand Jury report criticized the
measure’s language as a “lie by omis‐
sion,” because it did not clearly explain
that a yes vote would extend the
prior term limits. The board split
over the decision to approve the
unclear language, highlighting an
ongoing rift between the men and
women elected.

Estremera, 72, said the grand jury
report was a “hatchet job,” and was
released outside of its normal sched‐
ule.

“They want to affect the elections.
That’s totally an inappropriate role
for the grand jury,” Estremera told
San José Spotlight. “It should not
have been put out before an elec‐
tion when it relates to election
issues.”

Cantrell, 56, said the ballot meas‐
ure is one of the major reasons he’s
running for the District 6 seat.

“To do this unethically and inten‐
tionally to deceive voters is repre‐
hensible,” Cantrell told San José Spot‐
light. “We have to learn to transition
power, we have to learn to consid‐
er our post a temporary.”

The Santa Clara Valley Water District is located at 5750 Almaden Expressway in San
Jose. Photo by Lorraine Gabbert.

Election 2022: Changes could be
coming to Silicon Valley water agency

Tony Estremera
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N O T E B O O K

By Tran Nguyen
San José Spotlight

S
houting matches at a flag raising ceremony and
a cease‐and‐desist letter. Those are the latest
salvos in a growing fight in the Vietnamese com‐

munity over San Jose’s mayoral election.
Tensions are rising in Vietnamese political circles

as two factions stake out support for their chosen
candidates—Santa Clara County Supervisor Cindy
Chavez or San Jose Councilmember Matt Mahan. 

It started with a cease‐and‐desist letter sent by
Chavez’s campaign last week to
East Side Union High School Dis‐
trict board member Bryan Do. In
the letter, an attorney for the cam‐
paign said Do falsely accused
Chavez of being “a communist and
a member of radical left‐wing com‐
munist organizations” and ordered
him to stop.

Do, a supporter and informal
advisor for Mahan’s campaign,
denied calling Chavez a commu‐
nist. He told San José Spotlight the
letter is an attempt to stop him
from criticizing her.

The issue reached a boiling point
Saturday when Do and his sup‐
porters crashed a flag raising cer‐
emony at the Viet Heritage Garden
to protest Chavez, who was in
attendance. Mahan, her opponent,
was also there. Both candidates reportedly left before
things got ugly.

Attendants of the ceremony described an unruly—
and aggressive—series of events.

The ceremony, a longstanding monthly tradition
to commemorate those who fled Vietnam after the
war, turned chaotic when Do took over the micro‐
phone to say Chavez’s campaign is attempting to

silence his criticism of her track record. His sup‐
porters, standing behind him, held signs that read,
“Cindy Chavez: Stop intimidating (and) silencing our
brother, a Vietnamese‐American voice.”

A video obtained by San José Spotlight shows the
event organizers quickly stopped Do and his sup‐
porters. Organizers took the microphone back from
Do, the video shows, as they ushered his support‐
ers out of the Viet Heritage Garden.

At least one of Do’s supporters resisted, shouting
and reaching across organizers, as they were ordered

to leave. Two people who attend‐
ed the event told San José Spot‐
light the shouting continued for
several minutes, but no physical
fight broke out.

Chavez called the incident
“unconscionable and unfortunate,”
blaming Mahan for pulling the
strings.

“Over the past several weeks, Mr.
Mahan has attempted to divide the
community by running a shadow
campaign through his spokesper‐
son,” Chavez told San José Spot‐
light. “He has allowed (Do) to imply
I am a communist among other
things, prompting me to issue a
cease‐and‐desist letter to his rep‐
resentative.”

Mahan said he left the event
before the tussle began. He referred

questions about Chavez’s claims that his campaign
is behind Do’s statements to Do himself and later
confirmed Do isn’t a spokesperson for his campaign.

“I’m very concerned to hear that Cindy Chavez is
using a lawyer to try to silence her critics in the Viet‐
namese community,” Mahan told San José Spotlight.
“It’s completely inappropriate for an elected official
to try to intimidate community members.”

East Side Union High School District board member Bryan Do and a handful of his supporters crashed a Vietnamese
flag raising ceremony on Oct. 1 to protest Santa Clara County Supervisor Cindy Chavez's campaign to become San
Jose mayor. Photo courtesy of an event attendee.

San Jose mayor’s race boils
over at Vietnamese event

Attendants
of the 
ceremony
described
an unruly—
and aggres‑
sive—series
of events.
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An ominous
warning for
California
economy

By Emily Hoeven 
CalMatters

E
conomic warning signs are mounting in
California — foreshadowing potential‐
ly tough budget decisions for the state

officials and policymakers who emerge vic‐
torious from the Nov. 8 election.

One particularly eye‐popping statistic: Just
nine companies headquartered in the Gold‐
en State went public in the first three quar‐
ters of 2022, compared to 81 during the same
period last year, according to a Bloomberg
News analysis. 

Bloomberg also found that: 
• As of Sept. 30, initial public offerings in

California had raised just $177 million, com‐
pared to an average of $16 billion during the
same period over the past five years. 

• The $177 million figure represents just
2% of funds generated by U.S. companies that
went public through the end of September.
Last year at this time, California accounted
for 39% of funds nationally. 

• If this trend continues, it could spell an
end to the streak California has maintained
since 2003 of generating more IPOs than any
other state. 

“We are already seeing an immediate
effect,” Brian Uhler, deputy legislative ana‐
lyst for the state Legislative Analyst’s Office,
told Bloomberg. “And it does appear to be
significant,” contributing to a 5% decline in
California employers’ income tax withhold‐
ing payments in September compared to last
year. 

Indeed, California collected about $2.8 bil‐
lion less in taxes in September than it thought
it would, marking the third straight month
of revenues coming in below projections,
according to a report released this week by
Gov. Gavin Newsom’s Department of Finance. 

The problem is also pronounced at the local
level. In San Francisco, for example, revenues
from a new business tax have plunged as
companies struggle to emerge from the pan‐
demic, leading to a shortfall of tens of mil‐
lions of dollars for homelessness, mental
health and substance abuse programs, the
San Francisco Chronicle reports. 

In a Monday interview with Bloomberg,
San Francisco Mayor London Breed said the
city needs to become less reliant on tech com‐
panies — some of which have downsized or
left the area altogether as many employees
continue to work from home — in order to
stabilize the economy and avoid losing fur‐
ther tax revenue. 

Breed said she wants to lure more biotech‐
nology and life sciences companies into empty
office buildings downtown, noting that Sales‐
force — the city’s largest private employer
— continues to allow remote work. 

• Breed: Salesforce CEO Marc Benioff is
“very supportive of the city, continues to con‐
tribute that support to schools and to other
great causes, but the building is empty, and
that’s a real problem.” 

• A Salesforce spokesperson declined to
comment to Bloomberg. 

Meanwhile, five of San Francisco’s 11 super‐
visors are calling for changes to a local ordi‐
nance banning city employees from travel‐
ing to or contracting with companies based
in 30 states that have enacted anti‐LGBTQ,
anti‐abortion or anti‐voting‐rights laws,
according to the San Francisco Chronicle. 

• The supervisors: “By prohibiting the city
from doing business with half the nation, this
policy has resulted in significant adminis‐
trative costs and potentially far more signif‐
icant contracting costs by limiting bidder
competition.” 

• The state of California has a similar law

that came under renewed scrutiny after New‐
som took a family vacation to Montana, a
state on the travel ban list. 

One last financial factoid for the road: Dem‐
ocratic Assemblymember Matt Haney of San
Francisco announced Wednesday that he had
secured $1.7 million in state funds to build a
local public bathroom — though it probably
won’t be completed until 2025. “Why is a
public bathroom so insanely expensive, and
why does it take so long to build?” San Fran‐
cisco Chronicle columnist Heather Knight
asked in exasperation. 

Some things never change: I attempted to
answer that very same question in a 2019
article for the San Francisco Business Times,
headlined: “Building a bathroom cost San
Francisco $2 million. Why does a restroom
cost as much as a luxury condo to construct?” 
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The Financial District in San Francisco as seen from
Treasure Island on Sept. 1, 2022. Photo by Martin
do Nascimento, CalMatters



L & G Verde Vineyard
2143 Buena Vista Avenue

Gilroy, CA 95020
verdevineyards.com

Winter Tasting Room Hours:
Saturdays & Sundays
12:00 pm to 5:00 pm

By Denelle Fedor 

H
istoric wineries in Santa Clara
County have paved the way
for new vineyards to call our

valley home.  
This week we are featuring L & G

Verde Vineyards.  The “L” and “G”
represent the initials of the two own‐
ers Lynda and George and the French
word “Verde” translates to Green in
English, which is Lynda’ and George’s
last name.   The winery is recog‐
nized as “Verde Vineyards,” which
represents a clever and symbolic
way of naming this modern and wel‐
coming winery.  

Lynda and George’s careers are
in the medical field; George is still a
practicing physician and Lynda an
R.N. Although an argument can be
made that wine is medicinal; their
professional background does not
necessarily lend itself to wine pro‐
ducing.  In fact, Verde Vineyards was
created by chance.

Lynda and George purchased 20
acres for their personal home.  They
were originally going to landscape
their acreage, but instead decided
to grow and sell grapes. In 2015,
after further consideration, they
began producing wine with Jeff
Ritchey, a well‐known winemaker
known for his winemaking skills
throughout the Santa Clara County.
The production of their wine led
them to open Verde Tasting Room
in 2017.

Verde Vineyard specializes in
small‐lot, hand‐crafted Bordeaux
varietals from their estate vineyards.

The grapes that are grown onsite at
Verde Vineyard are Rose, Sophia’s
Estate Blend, Estate Merlot, Estate
Cabernet Sauvignon and Cabernet
Franc. The Chardonnay and Sauvi‐
gnon Blanc grapes are grown offsite
in the St. Lucia Mountains. 

A special kind of grape called the
Dornfelder grape – the second most
popular grape grown in Germany ‐
is now grown onsite at Verde Vine‐
yards.  Usually, this grape serves as
part of a blend for Rose’ wines, how‐
ever, in 2019 George wanted to cre‐
ate a Rose’ wine that was made from
100% Dornfedler grapes. This was
a risk due to the strong flavor of the
Dornfelder grape, however, the 2019
Rose’ made of only the Dornfelder
grape won an award at the Orange
County Competition. 

In fact, Verde Vineyard has won
several awards since launching its
winery a decade ago.  Verde took a
Bronze for their Sauvignon Blanc, a
Silver for their Cabernet Sauvignon
and Rose and a Gold medal for
Sophie’s Blend and Merlot at the
Orange County Wine Competition.

Additionally, the Wine Enthusi‐
ast magazine gave Verde’s 2015
Cabernet 91 points, and it won first
place at the CordeValle Vintner’s
Dinner the same year.

It’s no surprise then that in 2021,
Verde was awarded The Best of
Gilroy Award for the Vineyard cat‐
egory.  This award is part of an annu‐
al program honoring the achieve‐
ments and accomplishment of local
businesses through the Gilroy area.

Onsite Wine Tasting Experience
The beautiful wine tasting space

– which is also the crush pad and
barrel room ‐ at Verde Vineyards is
a large built in veranda style area
with a permanent covering with
numerous tables for customers to
sit and sip wine while overlooking
the vast onsite vineyard.  Because

Verde is in the East Foothills, the
sunsets are quite amazing. Verde
encourages customers to bring a
picnic lunch, their dogs and chil‐
dren.   The only exception to bring‐
ing food is when Verde is hosting
food trucks.

Events
Verde Vineyards offers a variety

of events throughout the year –
including free music on the week‐
ends, harvest tours, barrel tastings
to a Wine, Whiskey and Cigar din‐
ner. 

Be sure to check out Verde’s Face‐
book page and website for current
and future events.

Wine Club
Verde offers two different mem‐

bership levels for its Wine Club.
Please see below for overall options
and visit their website for more
information: VerdeVineyards.com

Emerald Wine 
Club Membership
n6 bottles quarterly – must pick

up onsite (Ability to choose Red,
White or a mix)
n25% discount on all bottle pur‐

chases.
n 30% case discount (mix and

match option too).
n 4 complimentary “standard”

tastings per visit.
nMember’s only “Featured Pour

of the Month” when visiting Verde
Tasting Room.
n Access to “Member Happy

Hours” on the 2nd Thursday of the
month.
n Complimentary Annual Har‐

vest Tours for 4 – Vineyard Walk and
Talk, Crush Pad visit, Barrel Tasting
and Q & A.
n Discounts on all general win‐

ery event tickets.
n Early access to new and limit‐

ed wines.
n Exclusive Emerald Club Quar‐

terly Wine Club Pick Up Parties.
n Exclusive Emerald Club mem‐

ber events including dinners, bar‐
rel tastings, etc.

Enthusiast’s Wine 
Club Membership
n 4 bottles quarterly (ability to

choose Red, White or a mix).
n20% discount on all bottle pur‐

chases.
n 25% case discount (mix and

match available).
n 2 complimentary “Standard”

tastings per visit.
nMember’s only “Featured Pour

of the Month” when visiting Verde
Tasting Room.
n Access to “Member Happy

Hour” 2nd Thursday of every month.
n Complimentary Annual Har‐

vest Tours for 2‐ Vineyard Walk &
Talk, Crush Pad visit, Barrel Tasting
and Q & A.
n Discounts on all general win‐

ery events.
n Early access to new and limit‐

ed wines.
Ron Jenson, a previous manager

for the former Joey Franco’s PW
Supermarkets now works at Verde
Vineyard overseeing the tasting
room, sales, and public relations.
“Verde Vineyards is high quality and
provides an overall experience –
people love our outside tasting room,
friendly atmosphere and overall hos‐
pitality,” shared Ron.
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Verde Vineyards represents a clever and symbolic
way of naming this modern and welcoming winery  

Lynda and George Green

Jeff Ritchey, Verde Winemaker

Above: Sunset at Verde Vineyards. Below: a group of winetasters participate in
one of Verde’s winetasting events.
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Holidays at 
the Ainsley
House for the
entire family

T
he Ainsley House is excited to be open
this holiday season with events for
the whole family. This year there is

something to delight everyone! 
You’re invited to Holiday Teas & Tours,

Holiday Boutique, and Evening Open Hous‐
es, as the Ainsley House brings Holiday
Cheer to Campbell. 

The Ainsley House will be decorated in
the theme: Holiday Alphabet. Discover how
each room in the House is inspired by let‐
ters.  You will see find N for nutcracker, and
S for Santa, and E for Elves.  The Ainsley
House will be magical and interactive. 

Tours through the Ainsley House will be
unguided and self‐paced. The Ainsley House
and Boutique will be open November 17
through December 18, Thursdays‐Sundays,
from 11am‐3pm.  The Ainsley House will
be closed on Thanksgiving Day. Tour admis‐
sion is $10 adults (18‐64), seniors (65+)
$8, youth age 7‐17 $6, Museum members
are free. 

The Holiday Boutique is located in the
Carriage House as well as in several rooms

on the first floor of the Ainsley House. In
the Boutique you will find unique season‐
al gifts, ornaments, jewelry, scarves, and
much more. The Boutique will be open dur‐
ing touring hours.

The Campbell Museum Foundation’s
annual Holiday fundraiser: Holiday Teas
and Tours will take place December 2, 3, 4,
9, 10, & 11. Seating will take place at 12pm.
The tea menu includes finger sandwiches,
champagne, a special Ainsley blend tea, and
tasty treats in the Carriage House, followed
by a self‐guided led tour of the Ainsley
House. Admission is $60/ General Public and
$55/ Museum Member. Admission proceeds
go toward supporting education programs
and preservation efforts at the Campbell
Historical Museum and Ainsley House.

Reservations are required for the teas and
can be made at www.campbellmuseums.
com. Reservations for the Holiday Teas and
Tours are open now.

Santa Claus will
make a special ap‐
pearance at the
Ainsley House on
Saturday, Decem‐
ber 10 from 9am‐
12pm.  He will greet
families and kids on
the West Patio  sur‐
rounded by a deco‐
rated Holiday scene.
Reservations to
take photos with
Santa will be 9am‐

10am, 10am‐11am, and 11am‐12pm. While
families wait to see Santa, there will be
hot chocolate and crafts set up. Santa reser‐
vations can be made at www.campbell‐
museums.com and admission is $10 per
family. 

One of the best ways to see the Ainsley
House decorated for the Holidays is to attend
one of two evening Open House events. The
Open House events at the Ainsley House
offer the public an opportunity to enjoy the
holiday decorations at night, with live music
in the Ainsley living room and light refresh‐
ments in the Carriage House. The Open
House events take place 5:30 – 8:00 pm on
Thursday, December 15 and Sunday, Decem‐
ber 18, 2022. Admission is $15, $10 for
Museum members; children 17 years old
and under are free. Tickets can be purchased
at the Carriage House the evening of each
event.

Additional details will be available at
www.campbellmuseums.com.



Hacienda and Deep Gulch
Calcines Remediation
Project begins at Almaden 
Quicksilver County Park

I
n October, the County Parks and Recre‐
ation Department began implementation
of the Hacienda and Deep Gulch Calcines

Remediation Project near the Hacienda
entrance to Almaden Quicksilver (AQ) Coun‐
ty Park. 

This project is next in a series of remedi‐
ation efforts undertaken since the early 1990s
by County Parks to mitigate environmental
impacts of calcine material entering the creek
system and causing impact to fish and other
wildlife.

The Project will remove calcines along the
steep banks and slopes above Alamitos Creek
and Deep Gulch in the Hacienda area of the
park, providing a long‐term sustainable creek
system and reducing the risk of calcine
impacts. 

The first part of the project requires the
removal of selected trees within the reme‐
diation area through November of this year
and will recommence in the spring of 2023
with implementation of calcine removal and
stabilization activities, slope stability
improvements, and habitat enhancement
and restoration.

Trees growing on calcines must be
removed before the material can be excavated
as the calcine material is intermingled
throughout the soil and root systems of the
trees. The County is removing many of the
trees in the Fall to limit the potential impact
on nesting birds and roosting bats in the
upcoming season. 

The total number of trees being removed
is 140, with over 30% of these trees being
less than 6 inches in diameter, and less than
15% being over 24 inches in diameter. All
trees removed will be replaced as required
by the California Department of Fish and
Wildlife.

The remediation work is mandated by the
legal framework of a Consent Decree signed
in 2005 by Santa Clara County with the Unit‐
ed States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
and the California Department of Fish and
Wildlife (CDFW).

Almaden Quicksilver County Park was once
the site of extensive quicksilver (mercury)
mining spanning over 135 years. The cal‐
cine material (rocks and sediment) is the
biproduct of this former mining activity.  Over
time, exposed calcines in the park may dis‐
lodge during storm events and be trans‐
ported through the Guadalupe River system
and into San Francisco Bay where the mer‐
cury in the calcines may be converted into
methyl mercury by naturally occurring bac‐
teria and absorbed by aquatic plants and
fish.

For more information visit https://
parks.sccgov.org/hacienda‐and‐deep‐gulch‐
remediation‐project.

San José buttresses 
budget ahead of looming
economic downturn
Fiscal Year 2021‑2022 ends with 
largest reserves in two decades

S
an Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo announced
that the city’s general purpose reserve
will reflect 8% of the general fund oper‐

ating expenses, representing the largest
reserve in at least two decades. 

As the Mayor underscored in his June budg‐
et message, for the first time in decades pro‐
jections for San José’s general fund reflect a
very modest surplus over the next five years,
primarily attributable to reductions in retire‐
ment costs and rising revenues. Mayor Lic‐
cardo urges caution as he pushes to bolster

the city’s fiscal condition amid a looming
national economic downturn.

“As we see the clouds gathering, it’s time
to tighten our belts and bolster our City’s

reserves to weather the economic storms
ahead,” said San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo.
“Recessions have deep and difficult impacts,
but good preparation and fiscal discipline
can soften the blow.”

By comparison, the city’s reserves repre‐
sented only 5% of the general fund prior to
the last great recession in 2007‐2008.   

The City of San Jose will experience a long‐
term decline in the cost for retirement ben‐
efits for the next decade, as a result of our
longstanding efforts to implement pension
reform. 

“The dividend of these many years of sac‐
rifice and belt‐tightening today provides the
resources that are helping us to get home‐
less residents housed, expand our police
department, expand library hours, and
restore other essential services,” Liccardo
said.
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CAREER CORNER

Do less, not more
By Angela Copeland

H
ow do you react when you're
behind at work, or at home?
So often, when this happens,

it feels like the answer is to do more.
Roll your sleeves up, work harder,
and push through it. Stay up late, and get up early.
This can be an effective strategy if you're doing
something mindless, such as unpacking boxes after
a move. But, if you're doing work that requires
thought and concentration, doing more may not
actually work. In fact, it could have the opposite
effect. 

Over‐working yourself will wear you out. It
will zap your creativity and your mental energy.
Your work will take longer, and it is more likely
that you'll make mistakes. Pushing yourself too

much is one of the behaviors that can ulti‐
mately lead to burnout. And, burnout can take
quite a lot of time and energy to recover from. 

Don't get me wrong. I'm not suggesting that
we all begin checking out. It's also not an effec‐
tive strategy to do nothing. 

But, when you're tight on time, or your to do
list seems to be way too long, take the time to
reprioritize. Rather than try to accomplish every‐
thing, decide which of your long list of things is
the most important. A great exercise is to try cut‐
ting your to do list in half. If you could only accom‐
plish half of the things on your list, which tasks

would you begin with? Which tasks must com‐
pleted now versus later? Which tasks are quick,
and which are long? 

Focusing in on fewer things allows us to do those
things better. It allows us to clear our minds of
the worry of having to complete too many tasks.
For the items you do complete, you'll have the
time to do the best possible job on each task. Of
the tasks you focus on, you'll actually complete
them. And, you'll do a better job. 

If you're squeezed at work, you'll probably find
this advice is the opposite of the way many lead‐
ers think of getting things done. So often, prior‐
itizing what is important seems like an impossi‐
ble task. In fact, everything is important. How can
we possibly pick specific tasks over others? 

But again, trying to accomplish too much is not

a good long term strategy. It can work once in a
while, but not normally. There's a saying that if
everything is important, nothing is important.
And, this is true. When you try to do too much,
you may find yourself completing very little of
your list. 

Both at work and at home, make your goal to
do fewer things better. You'll find that this strat‐
egy will improve your mood. You will ultimate‐
ly accomplish more. And, your quality of work
will improve overall. At work, this strategy will
force you to have tough conversations about
which projects take priority. But over time, the
process of reprioritizing your work will become
easier. And, you'll get more done. 

Angela Copeland, a leadership and career
expert, can be reached at copelandcoaching.com.

SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 n ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COMPAGE 12 n ALMADEN TIMES n OCT. 28 – NOV. 10, 2022

A
lm

adenTim
esReal Estate

THERESE 
SWAN

tswan@tswan.com
AlmadenValleyRealEstate.com

DRE:  01355719

(408) 656-8240

JACKIE 
JONES

(408) 315-6186
www.jackiejonessells.com

jjones@cbnorcal.com

A
lm

ad
en
Ti
m
es

Re
al

 Es
ta

te

SHAWN ANSARI
& SAHAR BINESH

(408) 529-4574
shawn.ansari@compass.com

(408) 348-9197
sahar.binesh@compass.com

DEE RAMIREZ
Realtor Lic. #00683945

(408) 440-7617
Dee@DeeRamirez.com
www.DeeRamirez.com

Times Feature

Your Realtor
Ad Here: 
Just $89!

Call now to place your ad 
by phone: (408) 494-7000



A
historical performance of world
acclaimed 17‐year‐old female composer
Alma Deutscher and all kids who attend

on a special performance called Cinderella
Day can pay to get in by matching their age
for ticket price!  Made possible by those who
care about the arts.

Opera San José will host the international
operatic conducting debut of prodigy com‐
poser/musician Alma Deutscher, who will
take the podium for a lavish production of
her landmark opera, Cinderella November
12‐27 at the California Theater in San Jose.

Based on the classic fairytale, this family‐
friendly work is reset at an opera company
run by a scheming stepmother, in which the
title character is a brilliant composer labor‐
ing as a lowly copyist. In this production,
Cinderella is united with her prince not
because a glass slipper fits, but with the
beginning of a melody only she knows how
to continue. 

Internationally acclaimed production
In 2017, California Theatre audiences

watched the sold‐out American premiere of
the already internationally acclaimed Cin‐
derella by the then 13‐year‐old composer, in
a production supported by the Packard
Humanities Institute (PHI). Opera San José and
PHI again join forces to welcome Deutscher
back, with the now 17‐year‐old taking the
baton in this pivotal moment in her career.

Director Brad Dalton will return to revive his
stunning original production. 

Kids can pay their age
Opera San José will be presenting a Cin‐

derella Family Day* for the performance 2:00
p.m., Saturday, November 19, for which chil‐
dren’s tickets are “Pay Their Age.” Casting
includes Natalia Santaliz as Cinderella, Joey
Hammod‐Leppek as The Prince, Ben Brady
as The King, Stacey Tappan as Griselda, Julia
Dawson as Zibaldona, Rena Harms as The
Stepmother, Megan Esther Grey as Fairy, and
Lance LaShelle as The Minister. 

Cinderella will be sung in English, with Eng‐
lish supertitles, with performances from
November 12‐27, 2022 (dates/times below)
at the California Theatre, 345 South 1st Street,
San Jose. For more information or to pur‐
chase tickets* ($55–$195), the public can visit
operasj.org or call (408) 437‐4450 (open
Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.).
*Must be purchased in advance online, one
adult ticket must accompany the order and
children’s tickets are “Pay Their Age” (mini‐
mum $5).

Tickets: $55‐$195, with a Cinderella Fam‐
ily Day for the performance 2:00 p.m., Satur‐
day, November 19.

For more information or to purchase tick‐
ets, the public can visit operasj.org or call
(408) 437‐4450 (open Monday through Fri‐
day, 9:00 a.m. –5:00 p.m. ).
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Stacey Tappan (left), Vanessa Becerra and Karin Mushegain in Alma Deutscher’s “Cinderella” at Opera
San José in 2017. Photo: Robert Shomler

Opera San José presents 
Alma Deutscher’s ‘Cinderella’
Nov. 12-27 at California Theater
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Local author 
announces ‘I Can’ 
contest for her new
children’s book: 
Oh No, Riley!
Getting Rid Of The Four 
Letter Word, I “CAN’T!”

A
uthor Valerie Whetstone of Evergreen
Valley is holding a contest for her upcom‐
ing children’s book called, Oh No, Riley!

Whetstone is on a mission to promote pos‐
itive mental health by empowering more than
100,000 children worldwide that if you believe
in yourself anything is POSSIBLE!  She is part‐
nered with the Unstoppable Foundation, which
is near and dear to her heart, to make a larg‐
er impact and help change the future.
https://donate.unstoppablefoundation.org/Oh
NoRiley

“I’m teaching children how to break through
their limiting beliefs by letting go of the four
letter word, I ‘CAN’T’ and re‐pattern their
thoughts to live with a positive growth mind‐

set and become more confident,” Whetstone
said.

Whetstone is inviting you to send in a 10
second or less video clip of your child/ grand‐
child that shows them doing something they
“CAN” do, showing a “Yes, I can!” mindset.

Contest 
To participate in the contest, parents record

their child saying the words, “When I believe
in myself I can”... (Fill in the blank).  Here are
some examples: “I can ride my bike; I can hit
a baseball over the fence; I can tie my shoelaces;
I can do my homework; I can brush my teeth;
I can smile every day; I can be a good friend.

When I believe in myself I can
__________________________________________ .

The top winners will be featured in Whet‐
stone’s upcoming book trailer for her book
launch of Oh No, RIley! 

Please send your video clip of your
child/grandchild to Val@doorwaytotransfor‐
mation.com

Oh No, Riley! is available on Amazon Octo‑
ber 20. It is also available at Ohnoriley.org.

S
an José City Councilmembers Sylvia Are‐
nas and Magdalena Carrasco joined child
advocacy leaders at City Hall Oct. 5 to

rally support for a proposal, which was then
unanimously adopted at Council.

The new policy brings the City of San Jose
into full compliance with San José’s updated
Bill of Rights for Children and Youth (Bill of
Rights).  

The adopted proposal – written by Coun‐
cilmembers Sylvia Arenas, Raul Peralez, Mag‐
dalena Carrasco, and Pam Foley – calls for the
formalization of an Office of Family Friendly
Policy to implement the Bill of Rights, the audit
recommendations and to unify the City’s fam‐
ily friendly initiatives and policies. 

“Today is a critical next step in making the
Bill of Rights for Children and Youth real.
Together, we have issued a bold statement
that San José will ensure the fundamental
rights of the children that live in our city. Our
children,” Councilmember Arenas said. “Now,
we will move forward with a plan, a team to
execute the plan, and the ability to track our
investments.”  

In April 2021, the City of San José adopted
a revised Bill of Rights. Shortly after, Coun‐
cilmember Arenas asked the City Auditor to
investigate how the City was adhering and
upholding the Bill of Rights. 

The City Auditor’s recently released Bill of

Rights for Children and Youth Audit Report
showed that there is still no comprehensive
plan to ensure the city is upholding the rights
it has declared that all San José children have.
The joint memorandum aims to formalize an
Office of Family Friendly Policy to implement
the audit report recommendations and unify
the City’s existing children, youth and family
policy and Family Friendly Initiative work cur‐
rently underway.   

“Children have a right to up‐to‐date educa‐
tional resources that promote success in life,
in future careers, and a love of life‐long learn‐
ing. We believe that this right is for every child
at every stage of their education and that learn‐
ing begins at birth and happens everywhere
not just in schools,” said Dr. Mary Ann Dewan,
Santa Clara County Superintendent of Schools. 

Councilmembers Sylvia Arenas and Magdalena
Carrasco rally Oct. 5 to support updated Bill of
Rights for Children and Youth.

San José adopts proposal to create 
Office of Family Friendly Policy to fully
implement Children’s Bill of Rights  
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Symphony San Jose
presents ‘Mighty Cello’
with acclaimed soloist
Julian Schwarz Dec. 3, 4

D
uring its 21st concert season, Sympho‐
ny San Jose will feature acclaimed solo
artists chosen for their virtuosity and

their singular magic on their instrument.  
Cellist Julian Schwarz, already near‐legendary

in his early 30’s, marks his second appearance
in San Jose with one of his favorite works, Lalo’s
Concerto in D minor. 

Maestra Falletta opens the concert with Turi‐
na’s infectious Danzas, filled with Spanish
rhythms and color; and concludes with Dvorák’s
masterful, melody‐rich Symphony No. 7.

Mighty Cello
Symphony San Jose will present Mighty Cello,

Saturday, December 3, 2022 at 8:00 p.m. and
Sunday, December 4, 2022 at 2:30 p.m. at the
California Theatre, 345 South First Street, down‐
town San Jose.

This will mark Julian Schwarz’s second
appearance in San Jose and features one of his
favorite works, Lalo’s Concerto in D minor. 

Schwarz was born to a multigenerational
musical family in 1991. 

Heralded from a young age as a cellist des‐
tined to rank among the greatest of the 21st
century, Julian’s powerful tone, effortless vir‐
tuosity, and extraordinarily large color palette
are hallmarks of his style. 

After making his concerto debut at the age
of 11 with the Seattle Symphony and his father
Gerard Schwarz on the podium, he made his

US touring debut with the Moscow Radio Sym‐
phony Orchestra in 2010. 

Since being awarded first prize at the inau‐
gural Schoenfeld International String Compe‐
tition in 2013, Julian has led an active career
as soloist, performing with the symphony
orchestras of Annapolis, Boise, Bozeman, Buf‐
falo, Charlotte, Columbus, Des Moines, Hart‐
ford, Jacksonville, Louisville, Memphis, Modesto,
Omaha, Puerto Rico, Richmond, Rochester, San
Antonio, Sarasota, Seattle, Syracuse, Toledo,
Tucson, Virginia, West Virginia, Wichita, and
Winston‐Salem, among others. 

Internationally, Julian made his Australian
debut with the Queensland Symphony, his Mex‐
ican debuts with the Boca del Rio Philharmonic
in Veracruz and the Mexico City Philharmon‐
ic with frequent collaborator Jorge Mester, and
his Hong Kong debut at the Intimacy of Cre‐
ativity Festival. He has also appeared at the
Salzburg Mozarteum, and the Verbier festival
in Switzerland. 

THE PROGRAM:
Joaquin Turina: Danzas fantásticas
Edouard Lalo: Cello Concerto
Antonín Dvořák: Symphony No. 7
Soloist: Julian Schwarz, cello.     
Conductor: JoAnn Falletta.  
Inexpensive parking is available at the city‐

owned garage at San Carlos Street, with
entrance on Second Street and Third Street...just
one‐and‐a‐half block from the theater.

Tickets: : Phone: 408.286.2600 ext. 1; Web‐
site: www.symphonysanjose.org  Email: jmey‐
ers@symphonysanjose.org

Walk‐Up Box Office: 325 South First Street,
San Jose, 95113. Located between San Carlos
and San Salvador Street next to the California
Theatre. Ticket Office Hours: Monday through
Friday, 10am to 5pm.
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The 16% water savings
exceeds Governor Newsom’s
call for conservation

F
or the second month in a row, Santa
Clara County exceeded the call by the
Valley Water Board of Directors to

reduce water use by 15% compared to 2019.
In August 2022, countywide water use
dropped 16% compared to the same time
in 2019. 

“It’s encouraging to see local residents
and businesses taking action during this
severe drought emergency,” said John L.
Varela, Valley Water Chair Pro Tem. “We
must all work together and continue to
make a difference in our communities by
saving water.”

Santa Clara County residents are doing
their part to conserve. Landscape Rebate
Program applications are up over 250%
since 2020. To help residents save water,
Valley Water is enforcing restrictions on
outdoor water runoff, midday watering,
watering after rainfall, and a limit of two
days a week of watering for non‐function‐
al turf. In addition to residential watering
restrictions, Valley Water is enforcing the
State of California’s ban on watering com‐
mercial, industrial and institutional non‐
functional turf. Since the residents and com‐

mercial restrictions were put into effect,
Valley Water has received over 1,500 total
water waste reports.

Valley Water continues to encourage res‐
idents, businesses, farms, and others to fol‐
low watering restrictions and take actions,
both large and small, to increase water sav‐
ings. 

Visit watersavings.org for the latest con‐
servation information.

Santa Clara County reaches conservation
goal for the second month in a row
Countywide water savings was 16% in August 2022 compared to August 2019
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By Loan‑Anh Pham
San José Spotlight

U
niversal child care in Santa Clara Coun‐
ty could be a game changer for fami‐
lies trying to improve their quality of

life and help level wealth disparity for thou‐
sands.

A report released by Joint Venture Silicon
Valley today shows free, public child care
from birth through age 5 equals money in
families’ pockets. The report estimates uni‐
versal child care programs could allow more
than 31,000 people, or 7,000 households, the
ability to afford basic needs without aid in

Santa Clara County.
Expanding all‐day services for child care

is crucial for families, said Santa Clara Coun‐
ty Supervisor Susan Ellenberg, whose office
funded the study. She said although Califor‐
nia is phasing in free and public universal
transitional kindergarten programs for all 4‐
year‐old students, these programs do not
provide the after‐school care that families
need.

“Let’s distinguish child care from preschool
and after‐school programs because neither
of those cover the entire workday… My focus

Continued, next page
Yolanda Valadez enjoys working with children and looks forward to opening her own day care.
She lost her job working in child care during the COVID-19 pandemic. Photo by Lorraine Gabbert.

Santa Clara County families lack
critical child care, report says

Report: Cities with 
the Highest increase 
in Homicide Rates

W
ith the homicide rate having spiked
by an average of nearly 10% in 50
of the biggest U.S. cities between

Q3 2021 and Q3 2022, WalletHub has
released its report on the Cities With the High‐
est Increase in Homicide Rates..

In order to determine which cities have
the biggest homicide problems, WalletHub
compared 50 of the largest U.S. cities based
on per capita homicides in Q3 2022 as well
as per capita homicides in Q3 2022 vs. Q3
2021 and Q3 2020. 

Cities with Highest Increase 
in Homicide Rates
1. Kansas City, MO
2. Detroit, MI
3. St. Louis, MO
4. New Orleans, LA
5. Milwaukee, WI
6. Albuquerque, NM
7. Philadelphia, PA
8. Norfolk, VA
9. Nashville, TN
10. Oakland, CA
Note: Rankings are based on data avail‐

able as of 12:30 p.m. ET on October 17, 2022.
To view the full report and your city’s

rank, visit: https://wallethub.com/edu
/cities‐homicide‐rate/94070
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Child care, continued
is on the full‐day program for 0‐5 year‐olds,”
Ellenberg told San José Spotlight. “This mat‐
ters to Santa Clara County because every one
of our nearly 2 million residents deserves
the opportunity to live a self sufficient life,
one where they can build opportunity and
wealth for their children.”

County efforts are focusing on infrastruc‐
ture for child care, Ellenberg said, which
includes building a child care workforce,
upgrading facilities and scouting new child
care locations.

Currently, California ranks as the least
affordable state in the nation for infant care.
A family living in Silicon Valley needs to pay
an average of $26,450 per year for infant
care and $21,900 for a preschooler’s child
care, data from the report shows.

A previous Joint Venture study revealed
nearly half of all children, or 46%, across
Santa Clara and San Mateo counties live in
households that struggle to earn enough to
afford basic needs. The COVID‐19 pandem‐
ic decimated the child care sector, increas‐
ing difficulties for families scraping by. More
than 300 day care centers closed in Santa Clara
County alone. Meanwhile, residents are fac‐
ing the highest levels of inflation in decades,
adding to their budgeting woes.

Unreliable, expensive child care can leave
already struggling families stranded, said
Heidi Emberling, interim chief program offi‐
cer of FIRST 5, an early childhood group.

“This is a high cost county to live in,” Ember‐
ling told San José Spotlight. “Child care is
extremely expensive, and families in low
income households don’t have the resources
to pay for highest quality care.”

The financial burden of child care has hit
minority families especially hard. More than
22,000 Santa Clara County children ages 3
to 5 are not enrolled in any early child care
or education program, the report reveals.
This continues to disproportionately impact
a child’s ability to attend preschool: only 46%
of Hispanic or Latino students are enrolled

in preschool programs compared to 60% of
white students.

Ellenberg said increasing subsidized pre‐
school slots is a county goal. Her office is
working alongside the Santa Clara County
Office of Education to expand access to pre‐
school. Data from the report shows that only
23% of eligible students had access to sub‐
sidized preschool slots in 2020.

No‐cost child care not only benefits fami‐
lies with children, but the community over‐
all, said Rachel Massaro, vice president and
director of research at Joint Venture Silicon
Valley. Money saved means money that could
be spent on other industries, like small busi‐
nesses.

“The implementation of a universal (child
care) program is certainly something which
would have a ripple effect throughout our
economy,” Massaro told San José Spotlight. 

“When families struggle, when children
struggle, there are health outcomes or edu‐
cational outcomes, but there’s also huge
impact on the well being of our community.”

Free child care also allows families to go
to work without worrying about leaving to
pick up their child, said Mary Ann Dewan,
Santa Clara County superintendent of schools
and San José Spotlight columnist.

“For working parents, they’re able to par‐
ticipate more in the workforce and earn high‐
er incomes,” Dewan told San José Spotlight.
“We also see that there would be decreased
absenteeism and less staff turnover for
employers when their employees have access
to sustained, free or low cost child care pro‐
grams.”

Free child care and education creates a pos‐
itive cycle where students are more prepared
for school and the workforce, while also ben‐
efiting the entire region, Massaro said.

“Silicon Valley is becoming a less conducive
place to raising a family,” Massaro told San
José Spotlight. “We wanted to show that there
are additional holistic benefits to imple‐
menting universal preschool for our com‐
munity health and greater economic health.”

Santa Clara
County sends
ballots to 
non-citizens

F
our San Jose non‐citizen permanent res‐
idents received Santa Clara County 2022
election ballots last week. Copies of the

documents were reviewed by San Jose Inside
last week.

They received election ballots in the mail
even though it is illegal for non‐citizen per‐
manent residents to vote in U.S. elections.

The Santa Clara County Registrar of Vot‐
ers confirmed that the four individuals sub‐
mitted registration forms through the Cali‐
fornia Department of Motor Vehicles and
“information was included in transmissions
from the DMV to the ROV.”

“Our office sends ballots to all individuals
who are listed as active voters in our voter
registration database. The ROV receives voter

registration information from several sources
including the DMV,” said Evelyn Mendez, Pub‐
lic and Legislative Affairs Manager for the
Santa Clara County Registrar of Voters. “As
to these individuals, their information was
included in transmissions from the DMV to
the ROV. It is our understanding that the DMV
screens people that obtain drivers licenses
or state IDs to verify that they are citizens,”
Mendez said. 
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Why San
Jose air is
worse than
other cities

By Brian Howey
San José Spotlight

A
ir quality in the South Bay is worse
than neighboring parts of the San
Francisco Bay Area—and it hits

underserved communities hardest.
According to data compiled by the Bay

Area Air Quality Management District, ozone
levels are consistently higher in the San
Jose area because of traffic congestion,
weather and topography. Local studies show
air pollution causes health issues like asth‐
ma, and communities of color and low‐
income neighborhoods tend to see higher
levels of pollution than wealthier, whiter
neighborhoods due to their proximity to
highways and industrial areas.

Since May, ozone levels in the Santa Clara
Valley have been worse on average than
any other region monitored by the district,
out‐smogging even the refinery‐laden North
Bay, which includes San Rafael and Valle‐
jo. Levels are similar to the traffic‐clogged
Eastern Zone, which incorporates Fairfield,
Livermore and San Ramon.

“The Santa Clara Valley has consistently
worse air quality (compared to other
zones),” said Richard Lam, a district mete‐
orologist.

Conditions in the Santa Clara Valley are
perfect for creating and trapping ozone,
Lam told San José Spotlight. The valley’s
warmth and sun turn traffic emissions into
the smoggy gas, and the mountains bor‐
dering Santa Clara County trap it there.

Average ozone levels in the valley tend
to remain below the federal Environmen‐
tal Protection Agency’s safety threshold,
and they’ve only spiked to unsafe levels
three times this year in Santa Clara Valley.
But local studies show long‐term exposure
to air pollution in congested areas like San
Jose can cause significant health impacts.

In an air pollution study published in May,
San Francisco‐based tech company Aclima
collected air quality data block‐to‐block
across 5,000 square miles and 101 Bay Area
cities.

Across the region, communities of color
and low‐income neighborhoods are often
closer to congested highways and emission‐
spewing factories where air quality is worse,
the study found. For instance, 81.2% of
Santa Clara County residents of color live
in areas with unsafe levels of nitrogen diox‐
ide, a harmful gas found in fuel exhaust.
Nearly 95% breathe harmful particles in
their neighborhoods, the study found.

Nonprofit air monitor Sustainable Silicon
Valley, which studies air pollution in East
Palo Alto, found child asthma cases are 2.5
times higher than the national rate in the
traffic‐clogged city, which borders a free‐
way and sits at the west end of the Dumb‐

arton Bridge.
“There are pockets in all these commu‐

nities that have worse air pollution than
others,” Sustainable Silicon Valley Chief Sci‐
entist Anthony Strawa told San José Spot‑
light, “I think that if you did the same kind
of study (in San Jose) those values would

hold.”
Strawa is doing just that. His organ‐

ization recently launched an air qual‐
ity study and community outreach
program, installing air monitors at
10 East San Jose high schools and
working with students to research
air quality in those communities. The
study is already collecting data.

Wildfire and ozone
Smoke can push ozone and other

harmful pollutants to unsafe levels, and as
California nears the supposed end of an
ever‐expanding wildfire season, experts
have advised residents to be mindful of
ozone and other pollutants in their neigh‐
borhoods.

“Ozone can damage and inflame the lin‐

ing in our lungs similar to how sun causes
a sunburn on our skin,” air district
spokesperson Erin Demerritt told San José
Spotlight, noting it’s particularly harmful to
pregnant women, the elderly and young
children who breathe more rapidly than
adults.

When pollution levels get too high, the
district issues spare the air alerts so resi‐
dents know when to cut back on driving and
other polluting activities. The best way to
cut back on air pollutants is for local resi‐
dents to drive gasoline‐powered cars less
and use public transportation more, Demer‐
ritt said.

To check current air pollution levels in
your area, visit https://gispub.epa.gov/
airnow/?showgreencontours=false
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CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418
Pastor: Rev. Naomi
Schulz
No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You
Are Welcome Here!
We are an Open and
Affirming Congregation,
and celebrate members of
the LGBTQ+ Community.
Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM, with
communion open to all.
Join Pastor Naomi for
tea/coffee at Orchard Val-
ley cafe in Campbell dur-
ing community drop-in
office hours from 11 AM
to 1 PM on most Tues-
days.
Our ministries/activities
include:
• Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednes-
day of every month, at
6PM.
• A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open Tu/
Th/ Sa 10:00 AM to
Noon.
• Lighted Window Pro-
ductions featuring uplift-
ing concerts, thought-
provoking theater produc-
tions, informative lec-

tures, and even an occa-
sional karaoke night--all in
a wholesome environ-
ment.  
Our activities flow from
our core values:
• Extravagant Joy
• Passionate Faith
• Loving Respect
• Deep Connectedness 
• Intentional Growth 
• Shared Laughter 
Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.org
or better yet, visit us at
our worship services on
Sundays at 10:00 AM.
Coffee, refreshments, and
conversation always, right
after service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, worship
and giving to our local
community. We are proud
to be UCC, Open and
Affirming (O&A) and wel-
come members of the
LGBT community. We
support local LifeMoves
(formerly InnVision) Shel-
ter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco
Night Ministry, Second

Harvest Food Bank,
Church World Service,
and Communities
Responding to End Pover-
ty.
Worship Sunday, 9:00 AM
followed by fellowship
and refreshments. 1st
Sunday in Worship: Holy
Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck
Sunday.
Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives.
We assemble each Sun-
day to encourage each
other through singing,
studying, praying and
sharing in the Lord’s sup-
per. Simple—just like
what one reads about in
the New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San
Jose near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club). Come make new
Christian friends!

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120.  The
Rev. Shelley Booth Den-
ney, Rector Phone:408-
268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church
in Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nur-
ture and grow a strong
faith community of believ-
ers, a family of all ages,
where each member feels
welcomed, loved, valued
and empowered to serve.
Children are especially
welcomed and cherished
as an important part of
God's family. All junior
high and senior high stu-
dents are welcome to
participate in our Youth
Groups. During the
school year we have joint
Sunday School with our
sister church, the Con-
gregational Church of
Almaden Valley, UCC. The
Episcopal Church in
Almaden offers the fol-
lowing regular opportuni-
ties for worship: Sunday
at 7:30AM and 10:45AM,
Holy Communion service.
Each Sunday service is
followed by a coffee hour
for friendship and conver-
sation.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsanjose.org
2486 Ruby Ave,
San Jose CA 95148. 
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum" the
English meaning is "Peace
be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who are
Muslims, and what is the
Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and way
of life. Islam began in the
7th century. People who
follow Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is the
Divine book that guides
Muslims to practice Islam. 
"Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
latak"" the English mean-
ing is " May Allah (swt)
protect you and your family".
Please visit our website to
learn more.

FIRST CHURCH 
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San
Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a
community serving the
Christ from the heart of
the City, working to know
Jesus and make Jesus
known by serving, wor-
shipping, and learning
together.  Worship servic-
es are at 10:00 AM at the
Horace Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa
Clara Streets). Worship
includes both contempo-
rary and traditional music,
a message that is relevant
to real life, based in the
Bible, and meaningful to
people of all ages and
backgrounds.  We work in
our community to provide
real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counsel-
ing, and spiritual direction.
Our children's & families'
ministries include Sunday
classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike
rides and fishing trips.
Come, Make a Difference
and feel the difference
God can make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchEver-
green.Com
408 274 1200 
See you on Facebook.
2650 Aborn Rd at
Kettmann, across from
the Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 55 years. 
John Goldstein Pastor.
john@GraceChurchEver-
green.com. Christian

worship every Sunday at
11am. Together we build
better lives and a better
community.
Music Institute (408)791
7772. After School
Piano, Violin, Other clas-
sical Instruments.
PreSchool, Ages 2-6
Caring for your child with
God’s love and affection.
Check our website for
current activities.

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our members.
If you are looking for an
active Christian faith
community, we invite
you to experience Holy
Spirit Parish Community.
All are welcome! We are
located at 1200 Red-
mond Avenue, San Jose,
CA 95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m. Mon-
day - Friday. Our week-
end Mass schedule is
Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish
Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or
408-997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. Information
on Faith Formation for
children and adults can
be obtained by calling
our Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in
the loop with our 3sixty
High School Youth Min-
istry by calling 408-997-
5106. Holy Spirit School
serves grades Pre-K
through 8th, and is locat-
ed at 1198 Redmond
Avenue. You can reach
the school office at 408-
268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 &
11:00 AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,

intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-
nity, promoting spiritual
growth, reaching out to
people in need and
whereyou get to know
peopleby name. We
offer children's religious
education (CREATE);
Youth Ministry (BLAST
& X-STATIC); Scripture
Study (day & evening);
Senior's Group and
many other adult min-
istries as well. Saint
Anthony parish is locat-
ed in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120. Our
weekend Masses are at
4 p.m. on Saturday at
our historic church at
21800 Bertram Road in
New Almaden, CA
95042 and on Sunday at
8:30 a.m.,10:30 a.m.,
and 5:30 p.m. at the
McKean Road location.
Our Parish Office is open
Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and Tuesday thru Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and
1 - 4 p.m. For more infor-
mation, stop by the
Parish Office or call
(408) 997-4800, or visit
our website at www.
churchstanthony.com.
Fr. Larry Hendel, Pastor.

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh) means
"disciple" or "student." A
Sikh is a practitioner of the
faith founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak in
Punjab of old British India.
A Guru who is a "teacher"
or "enlightener" completes
the relationship of teach-
ing and learning.  Sikhism
is monotheistic and
stresses the equality of all
men and women. Sikhs
believe in three basic prin-
ciples; meditating on the
name of God (praying),
earning a living by honest
means and sharing the
fruits of one's labor with
others. Currently there  are
close to one million Sikhs
living in the USA and
Canada and 25 million
Sikhs living around the
world. Sikhism is the 5th
largest religion in the
world.  At the Gurdwara
(House of God) in San
Jose we welcome all. We
pray daily for peace and
prosperity for everybody
in the world.  Come to
visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365 days of
the year and serves com-
plementary vegetarian
meals.  We also encour-

age you to enter our histo-
ry room on site and walk
the beautiful grounds.
Learn more about us and
community events we
sponsor by visiting our
website; http://www. San-
JoseGurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofassisi.com
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an
inclusive diverse commu-
nity striving to serve as
Disciples of Jesus Christ
in the footsteps of St.
Francis, offering prayerful
and joyful liturgies; evan-
gelization, fellowship, and
service opportunities to
the community. We offer
spiritual opportunities for
all ages, including chil-
dren's liturgy, dynamic
E.C.H.O - Jr. High, IGNITE
- High School and North
Star -Young Adult Min-
istries, along with small
faith communities and
opportunities to help the
poor and marginalized of
San Jose. Our Preschool
is the only Catholic Pre-
school offering quality
family oriented service in
the Evergreen and Silver
Creek areas. Our Chapel,
Gathering Hall, Parish
Office, Mission Center,
Parish Gift Shop, Memori-
al Garden and Preschool
are all located at 5111
San Felipe Rd. Please
come join us to worship
at one of the following
times and locations: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday 5:00PM,
Sunday 8:30 AM, 10:30
AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese),
6:00 PM Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gath-
ering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo Mass -
Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Com-
munity (Cribari Auditori-
um) Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Come join us and share
your presence with us so
that together we may grow
and share our gifts to help
build God's Kingdom!

For Worship
listing 

ads, call
408.483-5458

The Almaden Senior Association mem‑
bers are a diverse group of enthusiastic,
active, 50+ adults who enjoy new learn‑
ing opportunities, new experiences, and
new adventures. 

Membership in the Almaden Senior Asso‑
ciation offers discounts and opportunities
to enjoy . . . 

•  exercise classes for all levels of ability;
•  lunches and other social programs

organized and run by members of the Associ‐
ation;

•  book clubs, cooking, computer and photography classes;
•  trips to local and not so local places of interest such as the Steinbeck Muse‐

um in Salinas, Whale Watching in Monterey, casino trips and more.

As a member you’re encouraged to help plan these activities and suggest new
ones to enjoy. The Senior Association Philanthropy Program set up a process to
donate funds to other non‐profit organizations that reflect our mission.

Connected
We enjoy meeting new people, making new connections and getting involved. All
volunteer opportunities are based on your time and energy commitment. Fees for
classes, trips and social events are kept low because of senior volunteer participa‐
tion and membership strength.

Stop by the main desk at the Almaden Community Center and ask for an applica‐
tion today. Yearly dues of $10 are returned to you by discounts to most of the pro‐
grams  you participate in.

Join us today, meet new people and get involved with classes and programs that
will enhance your life  and open new doors.

For more information, go to www.almadenseniors.org
Contact via email: alamadenseniors1@gmail.com
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Shoe Repair Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern Califor-
nia. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some

supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the
school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great 

combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices! 
Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 

Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:
info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

Call to place your 
ad today!  

408-494-7000

Employment

JewelryClocks

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On-
Demand On All Your Favorite Screens.
CHOICE Package, $64.99/mo plus
taxes for 12months. Premium Chan-
nels at No Charge for One Year! Any-
time, anywhere. Some restrictions
apply. W/ 24-mo. agmt TV price higher
in 2nd year. Regional Sports Fee up to
$8.49/mo. is extra & applies. Call IVS
1-408-688-5490

The bathroom of your dreams for as
little as $149/month! BCI Bath &
Shower. Many options available. Quali-
ty materials & professional installation.
Senior & Military Discounts Available.
Limited Time Offer - FREE virtual in-
home consultation now and SAVE
15%! Call Today! 1-844-988-1663

Become a Published Author. We want
to Read Your Book! Dorrance Publish-
ing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript submissions current-
ly being reviewed. Comprehensive
Services: Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution. Call for
Your Free Author`s Guide 1-866-603-
1640 or visit http://dorranceinfo.com/
evergreen

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid, pre-
pare for power outages and power
your home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down Financing Option.
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote
today. Call 1-877-920-0653

Employment

Publishing

TimesClassifieds

Cost Estimator
Prepare cost estimates for construction projects. 

Master's in civil engineering. 

JKL Construction Services, Inc. 
751 S. Bascom Ave, San Jose, CA 95128

Lead Database Administrator
Sify Technologies North America Corporation seeks Lead Database
Administrator in Santa Clara, CA and Philadelphia, PA. Partner with
architects of different engineering/application teams to engineer com‐
plex technical product in order to provide business solutions to various
business divisions as a part of DBA Engineering project activities. Imple‐
ment and administer Oracle streams for live reporting server, database
consolidation, zero downtime migration. Travel lo unanticipated client
sites within the US. May need to relocate. Work from home is an option.
Send resume to: katta.reddy@sifycorp.com

Notices
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