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Managing Editor

Jenks Garden Club will hold its
20th-annual Herb and Plant
Festival in downtown Jenks,
April 23, 8-4 p.m.

The festival will feature more
than 100 vendors, selling garden
items including plants and out-
door supplies. Master gardeners
and Garden Club members will
also be available at the festival,
which is free to enter, to answer
gardening questions.

Festival organizers are antici-
pating close to 10,000 people
from throughout Oklahoma as
well as surrounding states.

The festival’s food court will be
located on Second Street with
close to 10 food trucks. 

For children’s activities, there
will be a miniature railroad on
display, a children’s activity area
and a special exhibit from the
U.S. Department of Agriculture:
the Food Safety Discovery Zone
is a mobile exhibit that travels
around the country with the
focus of raising awareness of
food borne illnesses.

Instead of featuring a stage
with musical acts as in previous
years, this year festival organiz-
ers chose to feature “roaming”
acoustic musicians who will
move around the festival.

In addition, a Drop and Shop
area will be offered, where
patrons can leave their purchased
items while they continue shop-
ping and receive help transport-
ing their items to their vehicles.

Festival proceeds go toward the
Garden Club’s efforts to beautify
Jenks and to its annual $2,000
scholarship that is awarded to a
graduating high school senior
who will pursue a horticulture-
related college degree.

T-shirts honoring the festival’s
20-year anniversary will be
available for $20 as well as the
opportunity to join the Garden
Club, with a $15 yearly member-
ship cost.

Jenks Herb
Festival Returns
For 20th Year

NATIONAL ACCLAIM: From left, Clifton Raphael, Jenks High School film/screenwriting teacher, stands
with his students and winners in the 2016 C-SPAN StudentCam competition: Ethan Dennis, second prize;
Frank Muller, honorable mention; Olivia Hurd, grand prize; Taylor Millican, second prize; and Brandon
Burnett, second prize. Sara Nell, who won third prize, is not pictured. All six of the students received a cash
prize.
By EMILY RAMSEY
Managing Editor

On March 21, six Jenks High
School students were recog-

nized by C-SPAN for their win-
ning documentaries in the 2016 C-
SPAN StudentCam competition,
including sophomore Olivia Hurd
who was named Grand Prize win-
ner.

Since 2006, C-SPAN has held
an annual documentary competi-
tion for middle school and high
school students addressing an
issue of national importance. This
year, students were asked to
address the theme, “Road to the
White House: what’s the issue
you most want candidates to dis-
cuss during the 2016 presidential
campaign?”

In response, C-SPAN received
2,887 films from close to 6,000
students: the most entries and stu-
dent participation in the twelve
years of the competition. Entries

came from 45 states, as well as
Washington DC, the Virgin
Islands, Taiwan and the United
Arab Emirates. From those 2,887
entries, 150 winning films were
chosen. 

“With only 150 winners, Jenks
High School had six winners.
That’s pretty incredible,” said C-
SPAN Community Relations
Representative Doug Hemmig at
the awards ceremony.

As the Grand Prize winner, Hurd
received a $5,000 cash prize.
Hurd is the second Grand Prize
winner from Jenks High School in
the last eight years, with Jenks
being the only school in the coun-
try with multiple Grand Prize
winners. 

Hurd’s documentary, titled, “Up
To Our Necks,” addressed the fed-
eral national debt.

In the High School Central
Region category, four second
prizes were available, with three
of those prizes being taken by

Jenks High School students. They
received $1,500 in cash. The three
second prize students are:

Brandon Burnett: “The Price Is
Not Right” – regarding the rising
price of prescription drugs.

Ethan Dennis: “Before the Fall:
A Season for Prevention in Mental
Health Care” – about mental
health care.

Taylor Millican: “Talent on the
Table” – about unemployment
among the developmentally dis-
abled.

Sara Nell received third prize
and a $750 cash prize for her doc-
umentary, “A Woman’s Choice,”
addressing the issue of women’s
reproductive rights.

Student Frank Muller received
honorable mention and $250 for
his film “Worth It? The Story of
American Universities,” regarding
the rising cost of college tuition.

More information and winning
documentaries can be found at
studentcam.org.
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E DU CAT I ON
KUDOS OF THE MONTH: Dress For Success

Dress for Success had its start in 1997 and is
currently in nearly 150 cities in 20 countries.
The nonprofit organization opened its Tulsa
affiliate in 2001,
with 2016 marking
its 15-year anniver-
sary.

Dress for Success Tulsa’s motto for its 15-
year anniversary is “I am you: Empowered,”
because “we are all women, we’ve all been
through stages in our lives, and we all need
each other,” says Ronda Adkisson, executive
director of Dress for Success Tulsa.

Dress for Success Tulsa provides career
services to women who are in search of
employment, including employment educa-
tion, tools, resources, support and profession-
al attire.

Women are referred to Dress for Success
Tulsa by more than 140 nonprofit organiza-
tions, agencies, shelters, colleges, and techni-

cal institutes and are
not charged for the
services provided.

At the end of February, Dress for Success
Tulsa moved into a 5,000-square-foot loca-
tion, at 3103 S. Harvard Ave., from its previ-
ous location at 11th Street and Peoria
Avenue.

Construction of the facility was donated by
Simmons Homes and its subcontractor crews.

On April 7, Dress for Success Tulsa will
hold its grand-opening event with a ribbon-
cutting ceremony at 9:30 a.m. The store will
be open 11 a.m.–6 p.m. for public tours.

Read full story on page 23.

JOB SEEKING SUPPORT: A woman shops
for professional attire at Dress for Success
Tulsa’s new location at 3103 S. Harvard Ave.
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By MIKE NEAL 
President and CEO
Tulsa Regional Chamber

On April 5, Tulsans have an
opportunity to do great things for
our community by voting to
renew Vision 2025 funds. The
Vision Tulsa package is a bal-
anced plan that addresses our
public safety and streets needs
while also investing in job oppor-
tunities-without raising taxes. 

Public Safety 
This portion of the Vision plan

will add 160 police officers and
65 firefighters.

It will improve response times
for police, and new street crime
units will focus on serial crimes
like burglary and robbery. A por-
tion of the Vision tax will be
made permanent for an ongoing
investment in our public safety
needs. 

Streets And Transportation 
Streets, traffic and public trans-

portation efforts will improve
throughout the city. Because our
need for well-maintained streets
is ongoing, a portion of the tax
will be made permanent, again
without raising taxes.

Economic Development
We’ll get funding for our city’s

school districts for teacher
recruitment and student safety as
well as new facilities and pro-
grams for higher education.
Another project would bring an
F-35 jet fighter simulator training
center to the Air National Guard.
Numerous other projects would
add jobs and enhance quality of
life in Tulsa.

River Development
This project will result in two

river lakes – an improved Zink
Lake at its existing location and a
new lake in South Tulsa/Jenks.
It’s projected to add $122 million
to the local economy and 1,850
new jobs. 

The plan is a strategic balance
between preserving our parks and
trails and creating zones for
strategic economic development.
The river development will fur-
ther enhance the Gathering Place
and allow our river to be some-
thing Tulsa can really be proud
of.

Tulsa cannot sit back and let
other cities pass us by with their
own economic development
efforts. Vote YES for Vision Tulsa
on April 5th!
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Civic Leaders Continue Campaign
In Final Weeks Before Vision Vote

HIGHLIGHTING PUBLIC SAFETY: Area civic leaders addressed
the importance of the overall Vision Tulsa package highlighting its pub-
lic safety components on March 22.  The event was held near the Tulsa
Police Department Riverside Division at 75th Street and Riverside
Drive. From left are Dewey Bartlett, Tulsa Mayor; Clay Ballenger, Tulsa
Fraternal Order of Police president; Karen Gilbert, Tulsa City Councilor
District 5; Chad Miller, Tulsa International Association of Fire Fighters
president; Anna America, Tulsa City Councilor District 7; and Karen
Keith, Tulsa County Commissioner.

JENKS SUPPORT: The Jenks Chamber of Commerce’s March lunch-
eon featured a discussion of the upcoming Vision for Jenks vote. The
luncheon was held March 16 at the Hive, 115 S. First St. in Jenks. Jenks
Mayor Kelly Dunkerley, right, presented information about the projects
slated for the April 5 ballot, and attendees asked questions about the pro-
posal.  With the mayor are Jenks Chamber President Josh Driskell and
Tulsa County Commissioner Karen Keith. 
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BOOMTOWN: The Rotary Club of Tulsa recently held a showing of filmmaker Russ
Kirkpatrick’s “Boomtown” at the Tulsa Historical Society.  Author Hannibal Johnson, left,
led a discussion after the movie.  Center is Tulsa Historical Society Executive Director
Michelle Place.  At right is Vonnie Graham, M.D.
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CIVICS

TULSA PRESS CLUB PRESIDENTS: The Tulsa Press Club current and several past pres-
idents gathered at the club in the Atlas Life Building on Presidents’Day in February.  From left
are Richard Evans, 2003, AT&T; Dennis Smiley, 1993 and 1994, SW Bell; Mercedes Millberry-
Fowler, 2013, Blue Cross Blue Shield of Oklahoma; Nicole Burgin, 2015, Tulsa Community
College; Rachel Anderson, 2016, Schnake Turnbo Frank; Ashley Parrish, 2011, Tulsa World;
Melani Hamilton, 2001, Gilcrease Museum; and Tom Gilbert, 2014, Tulsa World. 

SUPPORTING VIC REGALADO: A reception was held recently at the Polo Grill in
Utica Square in support of the Sheriff candidacy of Vic Regalado.  From left are Oklahoma
Representative Chris Kannaday, former Speaker of the Oklahoma House of
Representatives  T.W. Shannon,  Regalado, Secretary of State Chris Benge, and Oklahoma
Secretary of Finance Preston Doerflinger.  
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Daniel Regan Talks ‘Street Cred: 66,’Activism

By EMILY RAMSEY
Managing Editor

Editor’s Note: Daniel Regan is
one of Greater Tulsa Reporter’s
“10 People to Watch in 2016,” as
announced in its January 2016
issue. GTR was the first news
group in greater Tulsa to intro-
duce “10 People to Watch,” which
launched in January 2009. 

Throughout the year, GTR will
publish a series of articles featur-
ing each of its “10 People to
Watch,” with next month’s article
to feature Tulsa City Councilor
G.T. Bynum.

Daniel Regan’s interest in
affecting change takes many

forms, whether discussing his
current role as Tulsa’s Young
Professionals’ 2016 board chair,
his political activism, his seat on
local boards of directors or his
role as vice president of down-
town Tulsa’s largest commercial
property management company.

As this year’s TYPros chair,
Regan, who joined TYPros in its
infancy in 2005, is especially
focused on its upcoming Street
Cred event, Street Cred: 66, to be
held April 30.

Street Cred is TYPros’ annual
community redevelopment initia-
tive, with past events taking place
in the Pearl District, downtown
Tulsa, 61st Street and Peoria
Avenue, and along Southwest
Boulevard.

This year, the event will focus
on Route 66, which follows most-
ly along 11th Street through
Tulsa, and will shine a light on

Route 66 and the need for multi-
modal options, says Regan.

Route 66 is the original transit
corridor, and we want to promote
its use by capitalizing on its cur-
rent usage as well as using the
road in new ways, Regan says.

These “new ways” refer to addi-
tional forms of transportation,
namely, transit and bicycles. 

Street Cred will highlight two of
Tulsa’s transportation plans that
are awaiting implementation: the
east-west Bus Rapid Transit
(BRT) line, which will receive
funding if the economic develop-
ment portion of the Vision Tulsa
sales tax renewal package is
approved on April 5, and the GO
Plan, Tulsa’s regional bicycle-
pedestrian master plan. (See full
article about the GO Plan on page
13.)

“We have these two plans
already created,” he says. “This
will show the potential of these
plans, that we could adopt these
plans now.”

TYPros will work with the City
of Tulsa to close the two outer-
most lanes of 11th Street between
Delaware and Peoria avenues for
the week leading up to Street
Cred in order “to show long term
what it would look like with tran-
sit and bike lanes.”

TYPros is also encouraging peo-
ple to use that road to bike to
work during that week.

Street Cred will have a number
of activities going on that day to
engage the neighborhoods, busi-
nesses and organizations that are
located in that area. 

Regan’s other focus as TYPros

chair lies in an interest of his that
first began when he worked on his
uncle’s campaign for lieutenant
governor in 2006. That started
Regan’s interest in politics as he
saw the ability that every individ-
ual has to make an impact.

“I learned from that experience
that when you participate and
show an interest, you can affect
change in a positive way,” he says.

Regan went on to serve as
finance director for Dan Boren’s
campaign for U.S. Congress from
2009-2011 and as finance direc-
tor and deputy political director
for Kathy Taylor’s campaign for
Tulsa mayor in 2013.

Therefore, Regan, who has pre-
viously served as head of
TYPros’ government relations
crew, wishes to use his time as
chair to encourage greater
engagement of young voters
under age 40.

“Unfortunately, a large part of
my generation thinks that they
can’t have an impact, and they are
disillusioned,” says Regan.

By working with universities,
area chambers of commerce and
nonprofit organizations, however,
Regan hopes to have a greater
strategic impact on those who
have, in the past, sat on the side-
lines. Plus, there’s an additional
benefit to engaging younger vot-
ers, he adds.

“When we engage the younger
age group, it has a ripple effect on
older voters, like their family
members.”

Regan currently serves on the
boards of Foundation for Tulsa
Schools, Downtown Coordinating

Council, VisitTulsa, Impact Tulsa
and others. He is also a founding
member and co-chair of the Great
Raft Race, a past Tulsa event that
was re-launched in summer 2015.

He became vice president of
Kanbar Properties in 2014, his
position allowing him to play a
role in developing downtown
Tulsa, another subject close to his
heart, he notes. 

Regan is a fourth generation

Tulsan with a passion for cities’
urban cores. “I’ve always had a
fascination with downtowns, so to
be able to have some impact on
downtown Tulsa is wonderful.” 

And the timing, he admits,
couldn’t be much better.

“I get to help shape the look and
landscape of downtown Tulsa and
at a time when the energy and
vibrance of downtown Tulsa is
coming back to life.”

MAKING A DIFFERENCE: TYPros’ 2016 Chair Daniel Regan is a
fourth generation Tulsan with a passion for downtown Tulsa and com-
munity activism. Regan’s efforts this year as chair revolve around Street
Cred: 66, to be held April 30, and its endorsement of multi-modal trans-
portation, and engaging young voters.

Tulsa’s Young Professionals’ 2016 
Board Chair Focuses on Community 

Courtesy TYPros

costco.com
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By DEWEY F. BARTLETT, JR.
Mayor of Tulsa

In Washington, D.C., there are
numerous memorials, museums
and monuments to American his-
tory. Most of these locations are
grand examples of Classical and
Neoclassical architecture, featur-
ing high ceilings, tall columns
and marble statues. However,
there’s a different kind of memo-
rial in our nation’s capital. 

Just to the north of the Lincoln
Memorial stands the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial. It is a sym-
bol of recognition to the men and

women who served and sacri-
ficed their lives in the Vietnam
War. It is simple in design but
has a powerful impact: two black
granite walls, engraved in
chronological order with the
names of the men and women
who gave their lives in service to
the United States. 

The Vietnam War shaped an
entire generation of Americans
and continues to influence our
national policies today. One of
the lessons of the Vietnam War is
the need to recognize and honor
our veterans. At the time these
veterans came home, they were
not properly thanked or honored.

Those who serve should be rec-
ognized and appreciated for their

service, and as a grateful nation
we have an obligation to do so. 

Last month, I was honored to
attend a special recognition cere-
mony for Vietnam veterans at our
local VFW. As your Mayor, I am
inspired by the heroes who
fought for our freedom and hum-
bled by those missing in action,
held prisoner of war, and the
wounded who still carry the scars
of war, both seen and unseen. 

This past February, I was also
honored to attend the dedication
ceremony for a POW/MIA Chair
of Honor at the BOK Center. The
POW/MIA Chair of Honor
Program reminds us of those still
missing or captured. The chair is
to remain perpetually empty to

help people remember that even
though our soldiers are not here,
there is still a space for them.
This is the second Chair of
Honor in Tulsa. The first Chair of
Honor is located at ONEOK
Field. So the next time you
attend a baseball game there, or
an event at the BOK Center,
please take a moment to remem-
ber those missing or held cap-
tive.

As a city, I hope you’ll join me
in honoring those who answered
the call to service in Vietnam as
well as their families who carried
on here at home. To quote
President Calvin Coolidge, “The
nation which forgets its defend-
ers will itself be forgotten.” 
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For Over 40 Years, a Complete Line of:

• Architectural and
Industrial Paints

• Paint Supplies
• Quality Advice
• Computerized

Color Matching
Made in Tulsa

For More Information, Call:

918-836-4626
www.anchorpaint.com

AWC Announces 2016 Newsmakers Honorees
The Association for Women in

Communications has announced
its 2016 Newsmakers honorees:
Jill Donovan, Leigh Goodson and
Katie L. Plohocky. Each year,
AWC selects a group of outstand-
ing Oklahoma women who have
made positive headlines while
advancing opportunities for
women and improving their local
communities and the state.

Becky Dixon is this year’s recip-
ient of the AWC Saidie Lifetime
Achievement Award, presented in
memory of Oklahoma television
pioneer Saidie Adwon. The acco-
lade celebrates an accomplished
professional in the journalism and
communications field.

AWC members will recognize
the women at a luncheon on May
4 at 11:30 a.m. at Hyatt Regency
Tulsa, 100 E. 2nd St. Tickets are
$55/members and $65/non-mem-
bers. To purchase tickets, please
visit www.awctulsa.org. For spon-
sorship information, contact Ivy
Griffey at ivy_griffey@hcsc.net.

Newsmakers:
Jill Donovan, motivational
speaker and founder of Rustic
Cuff

Jill Donovan, a former law pro-
fessor at The University of Tulsa,
used her obsession with cuff
bracelets to teach herself leather-
making and metal design in her
guest bedroom late at night.

Within three years, Donovan
went from being an adjunct law
professor to a nationally known
jewelry designer, turning her part-
time hobby into a full-time busi-
ness. Today, Rustic Cuff jewelry is
sold in more than 175 stores
across the country as well as
select Dillard’s locations and
Nordstrom.com. The brand has
been featured on many national
TV shows including Good
Morning America, The Today
Show, E! News and The View.

In the past year, Donovan has
opened her second Rustic Cuff
retail store and launched another
highly successful line, Kate Forty-
eight, which features semi-pre-
cious and custom necklaces. 

Leigh Goodson, president and
CEO of Tulsa Community
College

As a top official at Tulsa
Community College since July
2014, Goodson has facilitated the
school’s participation in the
national education initiative
Pathways Project. The program
focuses on raising college gradua-
tion rates by building better
bridges for students from high
school graduation to college com-
pletion.

Goodson has led the develop-
ment of TCC’s 2016-2020
Strategic Plan, which was written
and approved after a collaborative
process involving faculty and
staff. She also created new leader-
ship positions through internal
reallocation at TCC to address
critical, underdeveloped college

functions, implement a baseline
budgeting model and establish
“Open Lines” campus forums.

Katie L. Plohocky, principal of
StreetLife, LLC

Katie Plohocky leads a Tulsa
consultancy and real estate firm
specializing in integrated urban
strategies. She uses her 18 years
of experience in commercial real
estate leasing, appraisal, retail
development, and project manage-
ment to specialize in economic
and community development.

Plohocky, a member of many
community boards, serves as an
executive member of several local
health and food initiatives includ-
ing the Tulsa Food Security
Council, Food on the Move,
Edible Tulsa magazine, Pathways
to Health, Tulsa Community
Wellness Partnership and the
Oklahoma Food Policy Council.
She is founder of the Healthy
Community Store Initiative,
which provides a mobile grocery
store including healthy and inex-
pensive food options to residents

living in Tulsa’s food deserts. She
is cofounder and director of the
Annual Taste of North Tulsa
event, regional coordinator for
National Food Day and board
president of the Pearl Farmer’s
Market.

Saidie Lifetime Achievement
Award Winner

Becky Dixon, new media entre-
preneur, community leader and
national pioneer in sports broad-
casting, began her career as a
news and sports anchor at Tulsa’s
KTUL-TV before moving to the
national stage - ABC’s Wide
World of Sports - as the first
woman to host a network sports
show. Her sports acumen took her
to the big events including the
Super Bowl, the Winter Olympics
and the Triple Crown of Horse
Racing. She later transitioned
from sports to statewide televi-
sion. Her show, Oklahomans, fea-
tured profiles on notable state res-
idents. Dixon also anchored
Business Oklahoma, a statewide
OETA broadcast.

In 1994, Dixon joined forces
with Ed Taylor to form Taylor
Communications, a groundbreak-
ing communications company
specializing in Internet-based new
media. As president, Dixon grew
the company into one of the coun-
try’s leaders in webcast technolo-
gy. She recently purchased
Ayerplay Productions Inc., the
parent company of Taylor
Communications.

Dixon’s community involvement
includes cochairing the 2012
Oklahoma Hall of Fame event and
being a member of the Oklahoma
Heritage Association Board of
Directors, the Mayor’s
Commission on the Status of
Women, the Sutton Avian
Research Center Board, RSVP
and the Advisory Board of the
Tulsa Sports Commission. She
has served as president of the TU
Alumni Association and was
inducted into the TU
Communication Hall of Fame.
She was an inaugural honoree of
the Tulsa Business Journal
Women of Distinction Awards.

KATIE PLOHOCKY BECKY DIXON JILL DONOVAN LEIGH GOODSON

Honoring Our Vietnam Veterans and Their Families

CHAIR OF HONOR: Jeff Nickler,
general manager of the BOK
Center, left, and Mayor Bartlett
unveil the POW/MIA Chair of
Honor to serve as a reminder of
those still missing or captured.  The
dedication ceremomy was held at
the BOK Center in February.  

Courtesy photo
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A recent audience survey that
polled 82,000 Tulsa Performing
Arts Center cus-
tomers con-
firmed that the
most popular
form of enter-
tainment at the
Center is musi-
cal theatre. The
usual suspects –
“The Phantom
of the Opera,”
“The Lion
King” and
“Wicked” –
drew the most
p r a i s e .
Audience mem-
bers also let us
know that they
enjoyed “The
Book of
Mormon” and
are longing to see the runaway hit
“Hamilton.” 

Our musical theatre fans will be
delighted with April’s roster of
shows, beginning with Rodgers
and Hammerstein’s “Cinderella.”
This lovely production, with a
most memorable score, plays at
the PAC through April 3, present-
ed by Celebrity Attractions.
Coincidentally, music and film
buffs can settle in for a Rodgers
and Hammerstein sampler Apr. 9
when Tulsa Symphony presents a
Pops evening devoted to this emi-
nent writing team’s music for the
movies. 

More musical theatre is planned
Apr. 15-30 when Theatre Tulsa
stages “Fiddler on the Roof.”
Mark Frie, who was superb in the
lead role for Theatre Tulsa’s “Les
Misérables,” stars as Tevye. I
don’t recall ever seeing a local
theatre production of “Fiddler.” I
know for sure that I have not seen
“Billy Elliot, The Musical” in
Tulsa. Presented by Tulsa Project
Theatre, Apr. 29-May 7, this is the
story of a young boy who aban-
dons boxing for ballet. His true
passion is dance, which doesn’t
make sense to many in the English
mining town where he lives.  

Not all stage events in April are
musicals. “Steel Magnolias,” a
tender story with touches of
humor, is familiar to most of us
because of the hit film. Set in
Truvy’s Beauty salon in the late
1980s, this is a Robert Haring
play about love and friendship
among six women. Playhouse
Tulsa presents, Apr. 1-10.

Enchantment Theatre of
Philadelphia’s “Peter Rabbit
Tales,” hosted Apr. 8 by the PAC
Trust, is perfect for younger fami-
ly members, but not “Why Torture
is Wrong, and the People Who
Love Them,” presented by Theatre

Pops, Apr. 21-24. Any Christopher
Durang play is challenging mate-

rial and totally
suited for
adults. This
black comedy
centers on
“homeland inse-
curity,” with a
cast of dubious
characters and
issues we can
laugh at and
then think about
in-depth later. 

Earlier in the
month, Apr. 6,
Gen. Keith
Alexander, a
retired four-star
Army general,
who was
Commander of
the U.S. Cyber

Command, will give a talk for
OSU Tulsa Business Forum.  And,
historian and author Doris Kearns
Goodwin speaks at the PAC, Apr.
22, for Tulsa Town Hall. Both
events are sold by season sub-
scription.

This mega month of entertain-
ment includes the Jerusalem
Quartet, Apr. 3, presented by
Chamber Music Tulsa, playing
Beethoven, Bartók and
Schumann. Pianist Barron Ryan
performs for Brown Bag It, Apr. 6,
and Jessica Lang Dance is hosted
by Choregus Productions, Apr. 12.
Lang’s work is beautifully crafted
to incorporate a range of inspira-
tions that find artful expression
through dance. 

Trekkies and those who enjoy
orchestral music will want to
check out “Star Trek: The
Ultimate Voyage,” Apr. 23. All the
music from the many Star Trek
films and TV shows, with film
footage beamed in high definition
to a 40-foot-wide screen, are part
of this evening of entertainment
presented by 35 Concerts.  As Mr.
Spock would say, “fascinating.”

Judy Collins, a folk and pop
music singer whose work defined
an era, performs in Chapman
Music Hall, Apr. 24.  I had a
chance to interview the woman
who inspired Stephen Stills to
write “Suite: Judy Blue Eyes.”
Now in her seventies, she stays
active and in demand - selling out
theatre gigs and working on a new
Sondheim PBS Special. Reviews
say her voice is as crystal clear as
ever.  The Woody Guthrie Center
hosts her for a concert that will
include “Both Sides Now,” “Send
in the Clowns,” “Amazing Grace,”
and many more of her hits.

The PAC has an astute “frequent-
flyer” audience that is in touch
with what is playing in theaters

across the country.  We were very
interested in what they had to say
in a recent survey, and we also
want to gather information from
other sources.  We’d like to hear
from people who just occasionally
come to events at the PAC, or
maybe who have never been. If
there are programs, performers,
musicals or other types of enter-
tainment that are on your bucket
list, I hope you will contact me and
share. We want our PAC to reflect
the tastes and interests of our com-
munity, and we invite you to help.

Nancy Hermann is Director of
Marketing at the Tulsa Performing
Arts Center.
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VARIETY

Musical Theatre and More Up Next at the PAC

Show Buzz

By NANCY HERMANN JUDY COLLINS: Singer and
songwriter Judy Collins, whose
career spans five decades, per-
forms an Apr. 24 concert as guest
of the Woody Guthrie Center.

FIDDLER ON THE ROOF: Threatened by Russia’s political climate in
1905, a father, played by Mark Frie, tries to protect his family and stay
true to tradition. Presented by Theatre Tulsa, Apr. 15-30.

JESSICA LANG DANCE: This company’s performances have been
named among the best dance events of the year in Chicago, Boston and
Dallas. The troupe is hosted by Choregus Productions Apr. 12.

STAR TREK, THE ULTIMATE VOYAGE: A multi-media concert cel-
ebrating the 50th anniversary of Star Trek includes a 40-foot-wide HD
screen and a live orchestra, Apr. 23.

JERUSALEM QUARTET: On
Chamber Music Tulsa’s wish list
for many years, the Jerusalem
Quartet performs the music of
Beethoven Bartók and Schumann
Apr. 3.

RODGERS AND HAMMERSTEIN AT THE MOVIES: Movie music
of Rodgers and Hammerstein accompanied by film clips concludes Tulsa
Symphony’s inaugural Pops Series, Apr. 9.

http://www.okmhm.org
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Tulsa Town Hall Presents Presidential
Historian & Author Doris Kearns Goodwin

The Tulsa Town Hall 81st sea-
son concludes with renowned
presidential historian and author
Doris Kearns Goodwin on
Friday, April 22.  Author of six
critically acclaimed New York
Times bestselling books, she
received a Pulitzer Prize in histo-
ry for No Ordinary Time:
Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt.

Other bestsellers are The Bully
Pulpit: Theodore Roosevelt,
Howard Taft, and The Golden
Age of Journalism; Team of
Rivals: The Political Genius of
Abraham Lincoln; The
Fitzgeralds and the Kennedys:
An American Saga; and Lyndon
Johnson and the American
Dream.  Wait Till Next Year is

Doris Kearns Goodwin’s touch-
ing memoir of growing up in
love with her family and base-
ball.

Goodwin is also known for her
historical insight as a news com-
mentator on NBC, CBS, FOX
and CNN. With elections in
2016, her topic is timely with
“Leadership Lessons from the

White House: Doris Kearns
Goodwin on the American
Presidents.” 

Her appearance in Tulsa is
made possible by a generous gift
from The Helmerich Trust.

Tulsa Town Hall’s 2015-16
Speaker Series is sold out. The
2016-17 Speaker Series will be
announced in April. DORIS KEARNS GOODWIN

BTW Class of 1966 to Honor Ten Outstanding Women 
Chuck Cissel, president of the

Booker T. Washington High
School Class of 1966, has
announced that the annual Black
Women Rock Tea Fundraiser will
be held at the Greenwood
Cultural Center on Sunday, May
1 from 4 to 6 p.m.  The tea will
honor 10 accomplished women,
graduates from the 1966 class
and several women who have
been community leaders for
years.

Olympic Gold Medal winner
and ordained minister, Madeline
Manning-Mims, will receive the
SHEro Award for her outstanding
work as an Olympic Chaplain
and as a gold medal winner.
Many will know that she was
awarded her 1968 gold medal in
the 800 meters track race.  In
addition, Mims recently earned
her doctorate from Oral Roberts
University in religion and theol-
ogy.  

Cissel commented when speak-
ing with Dr. Mims, “Since you
now have your doctorate, should
we now refer to you as Dr.
Mims?” and she said politely,
although it is new, “I suppose
that will be the case.”

Others to be honored are

Frances Jordan-Rakestraw, exec-
utive director of the Greenwood
Cultural Center; and Jo Bright,
former director of the Salvation
Army Boys and Girls Club of
Metro Tulsa. Birdie Clifton, a
retired licensed nurse, will
receive the Pioneer Award for her
many years of service as a nurse
and director of the Carver Senior
Center.  Saundra McClelland and
DeArnetta Ward, both from the
BTW Class of 1964, will be hon-
ored for their work, respectively,
in breast cancer and the lives of
our youth in North Tulsa.  

Four Ph.D’s from the Class of
1966, Dr. Sandra Rouce, Dr.
Mildred West, Dr. Patricia Bell
and Dr. Gloria Strassner-Faine
will also be honored. All female
guests are encouraged to wear
hats, pearls and gloves.

According to Carole Andrews,
the chair for the event, “In addi-
tion to the special guests receiv-
ing their awards, there will be
musical entertainment by the
legendary music icon, Ms.
Ernestine Dillard and other
musical guests, sumptuous bak-
ery goods, and delicious teas and
coffees.  The event is to inspire
young women and men in the

community to take action, work
towards higher educational
opportunities and pursue suc-
cessful careers.” 

The BTW Class is celebrating
its 50th class reunion in July and

this event is part of the program-
ming for the year.  Cissel says,
“We have a Golden Oldies but
Goodies Night on Friday, July 29
at the Tulsa Assembly Center and
on Saturday, July 30 the Orange

and Black Ball in the Hyatt
Regency Hotel Ballroom. More
details to come.”

Admission at the door is just
$10 for the tea and all of Tulsa is
invited. 

CELEBRATING ACCOMPLISHMENTS: Ready to celebrate the
accomplishments of Booker T. Washington graduates with Chuck Cissel
are, from left, Sharon Jimmerson, Carole Andrews and Pamela Scott-
Vickers (three of last year’s honorees).

GOLDEN MOMENT: Madeline
Manning-Mims winning the
Olympic Gold Medal in Mexico
City in 1968.

TULSA BALLET STAYS BUSY

HARDESTY CENTER: The Tulsa Ballet’s
Hardesty Center for Dance Education is get-
ting closer to completion in Broken Arrow.
The development of the facilty is part of a
$25 million Integrated Campaign for Tulsa
Ballet, the largest fundraising initiative in the
history of the company.  Construction began
in July 2015, and the building is expected to
open in August. Upcoming Tulsa Ballet per-
formances include the Emerging
Choreographers Showcase, April 22, 24; and
the Signature Series, May 6-8, 13-15. 

Tulsa Ballet will present a series of per-
formances throughout Italy in the spring,

which will be the fourth international tour
for Tulsa Ballet. The Italian tour will begin
on March 30, in the northern city of Trieste
and then continue with performances in
Udine, Mestre, Vicenza, Gorizia and
Perugia, concluding April 8 in Brindisi.

Tulsa Ballet will perform three pieces, cre-
ated by three of the top choreographers in the
world today, to showcase the versatility of
the company and appeal to diverse audi-
ences. The program will include: “Classical
Symphony” by Yuri Possokhov, “Petite
Mort” by Jiri Kylian and “Rooster” by
Christopher Bruce.

Courtesy photos

grandhealthandracquet.com


By BETH TURNER
Tulsa Master Recyclers Association

Early spring, just as the weather
starts to warm before the bugs and
the leaves burst onto the scene, is a
great time to clean up nature. 

Pickin’ Up Trash
More than 120 Turkey Mountain

enthusiasts came to a February
cleanup hosted by Tulsa Urban
Wilderness Coalition. According
to TUWC Media Liaison Laurie
Biby, volunteers picked up trash,
shored up trails, seeded grass and
more. 

Biby says TUWC formed from
people against development of the
mountain after a strip mall was
proposed for the land at 61st Street
and Highway 75.  

Following the public outcry last

year, The George Kaiser Family
Foundation purchased 200 nearby
acres of the area with the goal of
keeping it pristine. 

However, this March, The GKFF
announced their purchase of 60
more acres, including the land of
the proposed strip mall. 

Thank you, GKFF
Please allow me this opportunity

to thank The George Kaiser Family
Foundation for their continuous
vision for Tulsa County. Ever grate-
ful and amazed at your generosity
and thoughtful investments into
enriching our community’s future,
thank you.

Keep an eye on TUWC online for
more clean-up days and trail infor-
mation. 

Nearby Nature Pick-Up
Another annual outdoor cleanup

saw record numbers of volunteers.
Several Tulsans joined more than
200 people at Turner Bend River
Outfitters along the Mulberry River
in Ozark, Arkansas.  Two trailers of
trash, another of metal and a cele-
bration party that ended with only
one kitchen-sized bag of waste. 

A few crazy items found along
the river and highways include a
dozen tires, a car, thousands of beer
cans, two terrariums and a pregnan-
cy test. (It was negative). 

I can’t tell you how satisfying it is
to pick up trash amidst nature’s
beauty. Byrd’s Adventure Center
will host a fall cleanup of the area
Sept. 10. 

Happy Birthday, Earth!
Each April 22, we commemorate

this great planet we all call home.
Earth Day falls this year on a
Friday, so if you want to toast to the
Earth, head to a local brew pub like
Prairie Artisan Ale or Marshall’s
for a beer with a smaller carbon
footprint. 

For a more family-friendly flare,
Tulsa Zoo will host Party for the
Planet on Monday, April 18. Bring
an old cell phone to recycle for a
discount at the door. 

TCC Northeast will host EcoFest
Conference and Festival March 28. If
free food, live music and eco-learn-
ing doesn’t entice, just go for the
scenery. That campus is beautiful. 

The M.E.T. hosts Enviro Expo
Saturday, April 21 from 11 a.m. to
2 p.m. The event will be downtown
Tulsa on Main Street. 

If getting out of the house is diffi-
cult, log on for an eco-lesson from
our future leaders. Peters Elementary
Green Team wrote and performed a

play following lessons learned from
school partner Oklahoma Green
Schools. You’ll find the link on
youtube.com/Union Public Schools. 

Quick Eco-Tip
Here’s an easy tip for Earth Day:

Choose dark colored screen savers,
and use Blackle.com as your
search engine online. Blackle is
Google’s eco-friendly cousin.
Same search engine, it just uses a
black background with white let-
tering.  The lighter the picture on
your screen, the more energy it
takes to display it. Plus, the darker
colors are easier on your eyes. 

Stay Engaged
Send in your eco celebration

photo or your best eco-tip in honor
of Earth Day, so that we can com-
memorate together. Tweet about it
@TrashTalkTulsa or email beth-
turner@me.com.

By BLAKE AUSTYN
Contributing Writer

The Rooftop, 214 S. Main St.,
opened in Broken Arrow’s Rose
District in 2014 as the second
restaurant for Jason Scarpa on Main
Street. He first opened Main Street
Tavern, 200 S. Main St., in 2011 and
took ownership of In the Raw
Broken Arrow, 216 S. Main St., in
2015. Scarpa plans to open a Main
Street Tavern location in Claremore
in the early part of this year.

The Rooftop sits on the second
floor, above In the Raw, and fea-
tures semi-outdoor covered and
open-air seating as well as an indoor
area with a bar and seating. The
restaurant has a contemporary,
modern feel but with a value-priced
menu with no dish costing more
than $12. The menu consists of
appetizers, pizzas, sandwiches, sal-
ads, and a few pasta dishes and
desserts.

I visited The Rooftop recently with
my mother. Our waitress was
Summer, a new waitress who was
energetic, informative and very
pleasant.

We started with appetizers. We
were in the mood for bruschetta but
couldn’t decide one which of the
two options to choose, so we
ordered both.

The Traditional Bruschetta comes
with the traditional crusted bread
topped with tomato, pesto, moz-
zarella and parmesan-very fresh and
light. 

The Modern Bruschetta comes
topped with whiskey and balsamic
soaked raisins, gorgonzola, Italian
sausage, and capers. Our waitress
told us that it is “a very unique dish,
and the gorgonzola flavor is strong.” 

She was right.
Fortunately, we love gorgonzola.

It’s a very unique dish; I would
return to the restaurant just for that.

For our entrees, we shared the
Smoky ‘Shroom Pizza and the
Turkey and Mozzarella Sandwich.

The Rooftop’s pizza offerings are

all unique. However, I would argue
that the Smoky ‘Shroom is one of
the more traditional, basic-flavored
pizzas on the menu. No one particu-
lar flavor stood out, but it was still
enjoyable and had an easy flavor that
paired well with beer.

The Turkey and Mozzarella
Sandwich came with sun-dried
tomato aioli, turkey, mozzarella,
olives, bacon and lettuce on ciabatta
bread. Unfortunately, the turkey was
sliced deli meat. I would have pre-
ferred real turkey. I appreciated the
sandwich’s side of cold pasta salad,
with tomatoes, basil pesto and
capers. It was a very fresh addition
to the sandwich.

Mom and I decided to share a
dessert: the Cheesecake, which
Summer told us was New York style.
It was very creamy and very repre-
sentative of a New York style
cheesecake. The dessert can also
come topped with chocolate sauce,
and, upon request, Summer brought
it to us on the side.

The Rooftop offers various events,
such as Trivia Night, throughout the

week. Restaurant hours are
Monday-Sunday 11 a.m. – 2 a.m..

As we move into the warmer
months, Scarpa plans to offer
evenings where customers can
watch movies and live concerts on

the 144-inch HD TV screen that sits
on the outdoor patio.

Plans are currently in the process
to install an elevator in order to pro-
vide access for those unable to walk
stairs.
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Gardner’s 
Used Books & Music, Inc.

Every Fri-Sat-Sun East Annex30,000 Books, CDs, DVDs @ $1 - $2
80,000 Comics @ $1.50 ea
Buy 5 items, 6th item FREE

Find Today’s Best Sellers & Yesterday’s
Favorites at 1/2 off or Better!
Why buy new books when you can trade your 
old books in for our books? 
We have the largest selection of mystery, romance, 
science fiction, religion, fiction, cooking, children’s, 
classics, history books, etc. in Oklahoma

The Largest Used Bookstore in Oklahoma

Señior Fajitas
Voted one of the best new Mexican 

Restaurants by the Tulsa World

20% OFF
Any Dinner Entree

25% OFF
Any Purchase

with coupon

Come Browse!

4419 S. Mingo • 627-READ
www.GardnersUsedBooks.com

Mon.-Sat. 10–8, Sun. 12–6 2,0
00,
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mics

Book Lover’s Paradise
since 1991

Memories that
last forever...

The Rooftop Offers Casual, Outdoor Dining

GOING UP: Patrons walk into The Rooftop, located in Broken Arrow’s
Rose District. The Rooftop is one of three restaurant ventures in Broken
Arrow for Jason Scarpa and Scarpa Restaurant Concepts.

LOCAL DINING

TRASH TALK

Outdoor Spring Cleaning and Earth Day Celebrations

GROUP EFFORT: People from Norman to Skiatook, from troops to
church groups such as this one from Trinity Episcopal Church, joined
together Feb. 27 to clean up the trails on Turkey Mountain. 

BETH TURNER for GTR Newspapers

BLAKE AUSTYN for GTR Newspapers

mailto:beth-turner@me.com
mailto:beth-turner@me.com
http://www.GardnersUsedBooks.com
www.omahasteaks.com/mbfave81
www.gardnertaxservice.com


Donning a heavy beekeeper
suit, I could not help but wonder
why beekeeping tends to incite
so much passion in its supporters
and hobbyists.

Yet, as I contin-
ued in my
research, spoke
to more beekeep-
ers and learned
about not only
the value of bees
to the ecosystem
but also the many
roles that bees
play in their own
society, my atti-
tude went from
dismay to awe. 

Most individu-
als who start to
learn about
honey bees and
beekeeping usu-
ally end up get-
ting involved,
says Neil Van
Dalsem, a local
beekeeper who
took up the
hobby nine years ago after his
wife bought him beekeeping
classes for his birthday. 

“I don’t think she thought that I
would end up buying bees,” he
continues.

But that’s just what happened
after he began learning about
everything going on in that bee
hive.

There are Worker Bees, whose
lives span only six weeks, who
have various tasks inside the hive
such as cleaning it, taking care of
bee larva, guarding the entrance
of the hive from intruders. Some
Worker Bees have the task of
leaving the hive in search of

pollen and nectar to bring back
to the hive.

There are also Drones, which
are male bees with the sole task

of mating with
the Queen Bee.

Only one Queen
lives in each
hive, and her sole
purpose is to lay
fertilized eggs.

Another exam-
ple of bees’ com-
plex behaviors is
referred to as
their “dance lan-
guage,” a special
dance that
Worker Bees
engage in when
they have found a
nectar source.
The dance pro-
vides informa-
tion as to the
exact location
and distance of
the source and
the quality of the
nectar.

In addition to the complexity of
bees and their processes, bees
also play a major role in humans’
lives. 

About one third of the food that
humans consume would not be
available without the help of
bees and their pollination. This
includes many fruits and vegeta-
bles: apples, blueberries, peach-
es, pears, watermelon, cucum-
bers and squash, according to the
Nature Conservancy.

In addition, honey bees produce
honey, pollen, wax, and propolis,
which have nutritional, craft,
manufacturing, and medical
applications.

Something that has been in the
news lately is Colony Collapse
Disorder, in which bees were
found to suddenly disappear
from their hive. This began to
occur in 2006.

Scientists have found that every
few years, they will see a large
die-off of bees, with various fac-
tors to blame, such as pesticide
use, farming practices and infes-
tation of the varroa mite.

Helen Hickey, a 45-year
chemist who has been keeping
beehives for upwards of 16
years, believes that humans are
largely to blame for bees’ disap-
pearance with the widespread
use of pesticides and deforesta-
tion by corporations who don’t
replace what they have destroyed
with the proper plants that bees
need.

“Bees are teaching us lessons:
that we’re destroying our envi-
ronment,” she says. “But I’m
inspired by the new generation of
young ones who are more
focused on sustainability and the
needs of pollinators.”

Van Dalsem encourages indi-
viduals, when determining which
plants and flowers to add to their
gardens, to consider planting
ones that provide pollination for
honey bees. Also, while most
people aren’t keen on allowing
weeds to grow in their lawn,
weeds such as dandelions pro-
vide pollen for bees.

In addition to awareness of
bees’ needs, it’s important that
individuals grow in their under-
standing of bees so as not to kill
them needlessly.

For example, people may see a

large group of bees, called a
swarm. A swarm forms when a
group of bees, including a
Queen, split from the hive in
order to create a new hive. In this
way, the bee colonies grow.

When a hive decides that a
group of its bees will soon
swarm, the bees turn one of the
larvae into a Queen by feeding it
a special diet.

“It’s amazing when you consid-
er that bees have these tiny
brains but such a complex life

cycle and biology,” says Van
Dalsem.

Because swarms tend to occur as
the weather starts to warm, he
encourages individuals to be on the
lookout for swarms around trees,
and if they find a swarm, instead of
spraying it and killing the bees,
they can call a beekeeper who will
retrieve the swarm at no cost. A list
of area beekeepers can be found on
the Northeast Oklahoma
Beekeepers Association’s website:
neoba.org.
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Out & About in
Greater Tulsa

By EMILY RAMSEY
Managing Editor

Honey Bees: Invaluable to the Ecosystem

AN ORGANIZED COMMUNITY: Neil Van Dalsem, a local beekeep-
er who took up the hobby nine years ago, examines one of the beehives
on his property in east Tulsa.

EMILY RAMSEY for GTR Newspapers

germanfest.gastula.org
okmozart.com
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HEALTH & WELLNESS

Senior Resource Website Launches

OSU-CHS Psychologist Honored

Roughnecks, Hillcrest Create 
Partnership for 2016 Season

In an effort to empower older adults and
their families with valuable information on
aging well in a rapidly-growing seniors hous-
ing industry, the American Seniors Housing
Association (ASHA) recently launched a new
website. Devoted to the complex components
of today’s senior living options, www.wherey-
oulivematters.org is part of ASHA’s five-year
strategic plan designed to provide seniors,
adult children and others with meaningful
seniors housing information.  

Alongside other senior living experts from
across the country, Letitia Jackson, with
Senior Star, served on the 11-person commit-
tee which developed and launched the web-
site. As an industry leader, Senior Star endors-

es “Where You Live Matters” content and
encourages all senior living consumers and/or
providers to use this powerful educational
tool.

“Where You Live Matters” provides a one-
stop resource location for a consultative
approach and valuable resource for those
searching for expert advice. Among the help-
ful tools is a 16-page glossary of senior living
terminology, as well as numerous videos, tes-
timonials and editorials from seniors and
industry experts. The site also includes infor-
mational categories such as comparing
lifestyle options, learning about retirement
community living, making family decisions,
and preparing and managing finances.

The Tulsa Roughnecks and Hillcrest
HealthCare System recently announced that
they will continue their partnership for a
second season. Hillcrest HealthCare System
will remain as the official medical provider
of the Roughnecks team as well as the pre-
senting sponsor of the team’s 2016 season.

With the agreement, Hillcrest will contin-
ue to provide day-to-day care and medical
and training treatment to all of the
Roughnecks players.

“We are excited to have the opportunity to
provide high-quality care to the Tulsa
Roughnecks for the second consecutive
year,” says Kevin Gross, Hillcrest
HealthCare System president and chief
executive officer. “Whether we are provid-

ing medical care on the field or encourag-
ing fans to make their health a priority, this
partnership allows Hillcrest to continue to
fulfill our mission of creating a healthier
community.”  

Dr. Jon Orjala, DO, an orthopedic surgeon
with Hillcrest’s Utica Park Clinic, will
serve as the Roughnecks’ official team
doctor.

Hillcrest HealthCare System is a compre-
hensive health system with approximately
5,000 employees that serves the communi-
ties of eastern Oklahoma.

The Roughnecks opened USL regular
season play on March 26 when they hosted
Rio Grande Valley (Houston Dynamo 2) at
ONEOK Field.

Richard Walter, scholar-in-residence of
forensic sciences at Oklahoma State
University Center for Health Sciences and
world-renowned pioneer in crime scene
assessment, has been selected as a recipient
of the Paul W. Kehres Meritorious Service
Award from the American Academy of
Forensic Sciences.

The prestigious award is intended to honor
exceptional service and leadership within
the academy. The multi-disciplinary profes-
sional organization works to advance the
application of science in the legal system
and encourage collaboration in the forensic
sciences. The award was presented during
the group’s 68th annual scientific meeting in
February in Las Vegas.

As an international expert on crime
assessment, profiling and risk evaluation,
Walter created a matrix as a tool for investi-
gation using pre-crime, crime and post-
crime behaviors to aid in identifying sus-
pects. He is noted for providing the psycho-
logical profile of notorious murderer John
List that led to the killer’s capture after 18
years in hiding.

Walter co-founded The Vidocq Society, an
exclusive club of more than 80 forensic spe-
cialists worldwide who assist local criminal
justice agencies in solving cold cases. He
and the society were profiled in the 2010
book “The Murder Room: The Heirs of

Sherlock Holmes Gather to Solve the
World’s Most Perplexing Cold Cases.”

He spent 22 years as a prison psychologist for
the Michigan Department of Corrections and is
an international crime consultant, a fellow of
the American Academy of Forensic Sciences, a
fellow of the Royal Society of Medicine in clin-
ical forensic medicine and an honorary mem-
ber of the Association of Police Surgeons.

RICHARD WALTER

http://www.wherey-oulivematters.org
http://www.wherey-oulivematters.org
http://www.wherey-oulivematters.org
ihloffspa.com
www.covenantplacetulsa.org
insurekidsnow.gov


By EMILY RAMSEY
Managing Editor

It is no secret that Tulsa has a
robust cycling community. The con-
sistent growth of Tulsa Tough alone
has proven that.

However, Tulsa’s group of what is
termed “confident cyclists,” who
are willing to cycle on main roads,
makes up not even 10 percent of the
local community, says James
Wagner, principal transportation
planner for INCOG (Indian Nations
Council of Governments).

“Research shows that two thirds
of community members are inter-
ested in but concerned about the
idea (of traveling on bicycles on
main roads), which tells us that our
infrastructure keeps them from feel-
ing that they can ride safely on
streets.”

So, Tulsa’s potential to increase its
number of cyclists is there.

“It’s not that they don’t have a bike
or that they don’t want to use their
bike. We feel this is an untapped
market,” Wagner continues.

Thus, the GO Plan, a bicycle and
pedestrian regional master plan,
was created. Participating in the
plan’s creation were representa-
tives from Tulsa and 10 surround-
ing cities, including Jenks, Bixby,
Owasso, Broken Arrow, Coweta,
Sand Springs, and Glenpool.

The plan took just under two years
to complete; it was finalized in
December 2015.

The focus of the GO Plan
revolves largely around creating
bike-safe lanes on main roads that
help cyclists to connect to the
area’s existing regional trail net-
work, which runs throughout
Tulsa and beyond to surrounding
cities, and on additional main
roads that allow individuals to
turn their cycling into a daily
function, for example commuting
to and from work or school,
Wagner says.

Now that the plan is completed,
the next step is adoption by each of
the 11 cities.

In the meantime, a portion of the
GO Plan is expected to soon show
up around downtown Tulsa in the
form of Bike Share.

Phase one of Bike Share is expect-
ed to come into effect in 2017, says
Jennifer Haddaway, transportation
resource center coordinator with
INCOG. This will involve installing
12 bicycle stations, for a total of
108 bikes, throughout downtown,
within the IDL.

“The idea for the Bike Share pro-
gram is that it be used for short trips
of about 30 minutes,” she contin-
ues. Haddaway gives the examples
of an out-of-town visitor using a
bike to get around downtown or a
business person needing to quickly
travel from south downtown to the
Brady Arts District.

Various usage options will be
available including a yearly mem-
bership and a 24-hour access pass.

Funding for Bike Share is being
provided partly by a three-year
CMAQ (Congestion Mitigation and
Air Quality) grant, the George
Kaiser Family Foundation and the
City of Tulsa.

Currently, the program is still in
need of private funding assistance.

Phase two of the program would
launch three years after the creation
of phase one and would add 12
additional bicycle stations to areas
outside of the IDL, such as
Brookside, Cherry Street, the
Gathering Place and Kendall-
Whittier.

An additional portion of the GO
Plan coming soon will be to address
two different options for bike lanes,
either on 3rd Street from the

Kendall-Whittier neighborhood
leading into downtown or a bike
track in downtown Tulsa, connect-
ing Boulder Avenue, Elgin Avenue
and 11th Street.

The GO Plan will receive $3.125
million in funding if the economic
development portion of the Vision

Tulsa sales tax renewal package
passes on April 5.

Those funds would go toward creat-
ing bicycle corridors that would con-
nect with the bus lines that would be
created along Peoria Avenue and 11th
Street if the transportation proposi-
tion of the Vision package passes.
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GO Plan Looks to Increase
Transportation Options

MULTI-MODAL CHOICES: From left, Tulsa City Councilor Blake
Ewing, INCOG Principal Transportation Planner James Wagner and
Tulsa Transit Vice-Chair Marquay Baul stand in front of a Bus Rapid
Transit bus in order to show the type of bus that would operate along
Peoria Avenue and 11th Street if the transportation portion of the Vision
Tulsa sales tax renewal package passes on April 5. 

ROSSY GILLE for GTR Newspapers

renuvacenters.com
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College Fair
The Great Plains Association for

College Admission Counseling will
host the “College Fair” at the
University of Tulsa Reynolds
Center Thursday, April 7, 6 – 7:30
p.m. 

High School students from around
greater Tulsa are invited to the free
event. Students and parents can meet
with representatives from approxi-
mately 50 colleges and universities
to learn more about the schools and
their admission requirements. The
evening will also include three
group presentations: OU (6 p.m.),
TU (6:30 p.m.) and OSU (7 p.m.).

SPARTAN COLLEGE AWARD WINNER: Bruce Blankenship,
center, the student life coordinator for Spartan College in Tulsa, was
recently honored with the Spartan College Skelly Award for
Extraordinary Service to Students during a college awards ceremony.
With Blankenship are, from left, Spartan College of Aeronautics and
Technology CEO and President Jeremy D. Gibson, Blankenship’s
mother and father Joan and David Blankenship, and his sister Karen
Elkins. Bruce Blankenship attended Oklahoma State University,
where he played football as a receiver in the 1970s.  

Eva Campbell, Bree Echevarria,
Emily McCool, Griffin Miller,
Aidan Randle and Zephan Randle,
all of Tulsa, participated in Legacy
Weekend 2016 at Oklahoma State
University on Feb. 6 and 7. 

Legacy Weekend, hosted by the
OSU Alumni Association and the
Student Alumni Board, brought 24
legacies to Stillwater. While at
OSU, legacies and their families
got an up-close view of the campus,
attended an OSU information panel
and showed their orange pride at an
OSU basketball game. 

“Legacy Weekend is a wonderful
opportunity for legacies to experi-
ence OSU in a different setting,”
says Melisa Parkerson, director of
student programs for the OSU
Alumni Association, “It’s also a
great time for them to interact with
current students and gain a per-
spective on why OSU is America’s
brightest orange.” 

Campbell is a freshman at
Holland Hall, Echevarria is a junior
at Cascia Hall, McCool is a junior
at Bishop Kelley, Miller is a junior
at Bixby High School and both
Aidan and Zephan Randle attend
Jenks High School.

Legacy Weekend is open to regis-
tered legacies of OSU Alumni
Association members. The 2016
event hosted participants from four
states. More than 40 SAB members
interacted with the legacies during
the fun-filled weekend on campus. 

“Through this event, legacies get
a better idea of what to expect at
OSU,” says Melanie Jackson, SAB
programming executive, “It’s
important for legacies to stay famil-

iar with all that OSU and the com-
munity of Stillwater have to offer.”

SAB members are a select group
of OSU students chosen for
demonstrating excellence in
scholarship and leadership on the
campus. In addition to planning
and presenting Legacy Weekend,
SAB members serve as liaisons

between OSU alumni and stu-
dents.

The Alumni Association defines a
legacy as a child or grandchild of
an active association member. For
more information about the OSU
Legacy Program or about the OSU
Alumni Association, visit orange-
connection.org.

Six Tulsa Students Attend 
Legacy Weekend at OSU

PISTOLS FIRING: Six Tulsa students attended Legacy Weekend 2016
at Oklahoma State University in February.  Pictured are Aidan Randle,
Bree Echevarria, Eva Campbell, Emily McCool and Zephan Randle.
Not pictured is Griffin Miller.  

AWARD WINNER: St.
Gregory’s University stu-
dent Cindy McAtee was
awarded the Catholic
Business and
Professional Women’s
Scholarship by the
Catholic Business and
Professionals Women’s
(CBPW) Club of Tulsa at
its February meeting
held on St. Gregory’s
Tulsa campus.  

Courtesy St. Gregory’s

GTR Newspapers photo Courtesy photo
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Tulsa Tech’s business manage-
ment/entrepreneurship program
teaches students how to create pow-
erful marketing
and management
plans. Students
develop sales pre-
sentations and
product demon-
strations for a
competitive mar-
ketplace and also
have an opportuni-
ty to network with
many of our com-
munity’s local
business innova-
tors at facilities
such as 36
Degrees North,
Tulsa’s newest
basecamp for
entrepreneurs.

Brenna Palmer, a
junior at Owasso
High School, has
owned and operated her unique
small business for the past six years,
and the management/entrepreneur-
ship program immediately caught
her eye. 

“I found out about Tulsa Tech at
my high school, and noticed the
business management and entrepre-
neurship class right away,” Palmer
says. “Since I already had my own
business, I thought this would be
the perfect fit. 

“I started my business, Brenna’s
Corn Bags, in 2010,” she says.
“Although I had always managed it
by myself, I really felt like this class
would help me improve some of the
things I already knew and teach me
some great new ideas about operat-
ing my own business.”

For the past six years, Palmer’s
small business has produced hun-
dreds of customized, hand-sewn
therapeutic corn bags. The bags
contain corn grain and, when heat-

ed or cooled, provide all-natural
relief for tired, achy muscles and
joints. 

The bags are
available in stan-
dard sizes and
can be cus-
tomized with
various fabrics
and prints.
Palmer also
works with cus-
tomers if they
have a special
print design in
mind.

The 16-year-
old’s main mar-
keting presence
has been online,
at brennascorn-
bags.com and
b r e n n a s c r e -
a t i o n s . c o m ,
although word
of mouth has

also proven to be a helpful source of
sales.

“In the beginning I mostly pro-
duced specialty items for individu-
als,” Palmer says. “Then I began
expanding into the wholesale mar-
ket and providing orders to salons
and pharmacies.”

She credits the business manage-
ment/entrepreneurship program
and her instructor for helping to
refine her existing business model.
“It may sound corny,” laughs
Palmer. “But Mrs. Sexton is
absolutely one of the best instruc-
tors I have ever had. She has helped
me so much, and she is never too
busy to be there for me as a person
and a student.”

Arlynda Sexton, Tulsa Tech’s
business management/entrepre-
neurship instructor, feels Palmer is
the type of student who perfectly
represents the spirit of a small busi-
ness owner.

“There is no better student to
have in class than one who has
dreams,” Sexton says. “They are
striving for a goal, accomplishing
that goal and sharing that spirit
within the class. Brenna is certain-
ly that young lady.”

Palmer is very thankful for both
of her parents, not only for the
sewing machine she received for
Christmas in sixth grade but also
for the guidance and encourage-
ment that they provide. 

“My mom and dad have been the
biggest influence in my life,”
Palmer says. “They encouraged me
to start my own business and told
me this could help accomplish my
goals. So I guess this is where they
get to say, ‘we told you so.’”

Additionally, the Owasso commu-
nity will always remember Brenna
Palmer’s older sister, Haley Palmer,
and the impact she had on so many
lives. Haley died in 2008 at 12
years old from cystic fibrosis but,
during her life, raised thousands of
dollars for cystic fibrosis research.

“My sister will always be an
inspiration to me,” Palmer says.
“I’m proud that I’ve kind of devel-
oped my own identity, but my fam-
ily and I will always be extremely
grateful to our community, and to
Owasso, for honoring my sister in
the way they always have.”

Without a doubt, Haley would be
proud of her younger sister, and for
all of the faculty and staff who
work each day to help students
make their own path, we are proud
of Brenna and wish her the very
best.

If you’re currently looking for
exciting classes for high school and
adult students, quality customized
corporate training, or wish to start a
new career, Tulsa Tech invites you
to visit today.  For more informa-
tion, please call 918-828-5000 or
visit us online at tulsatech.edu.

GTR Newspapers: Oklahoma’s Largest  Monthly News Group

April 2016 GREATER TULSA REPORTER NEWSPAPERS Page 15

News from
Tulsa Tech

By DR. STEVE TIGER
Superintendent

Owasso Student Sews the Seeds of Success

ENTREPRENEURIAL ATTITUDE: Brenna Palmer, a 16-year-old Tulsa
Tech business management/entrepreneurship student, holds her all-natural
therapeutic corn bags. She began her company, Brenna’s Corn Bags, in 2010.

Courtesy Tulsa Tech
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tulsatech.edu
tulsatech.edu/apply
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BY EMILY RAMSEY
Managing Editor

This is the Jenks District
Gazette’s second installment of
Jenks Public Schools’ 2015-16
Teachers of the Year, with our spot-
light this month on teachers Tricia
Harsley, Allison Conch, Veronica
Smith and Lori Bagby.

Jenks East Intermediate librarian
Tricia Harsley is the school’s
Teacher of the Year.

Harsley’s time spent volunteering
with United Cerebral Palsy, where
she worked with children with mul-
tiple handicaps, led her into teach-
ing. “I found that I wanted to work
with that specific population,” she
says. “It was neat to see that spark
when they understood what we had
been working on; it takes a long
time to make progress.”

Harsley worked for six years in
special education before moving
into general education where she
taught third grade. After earning
her master’s degree, she then
taught fifth grade for five years. 

She has spent her last four years
teaching with Jenks Public
Schools, including fourth grade at
West Elementary and fifth grade at
East Intermediate.

Currently, she is in her first year
as East Intermediate’s librarian,
and she has enjoyed every minute
of it, she says.

“Working in a library has always
been a pipe dream of mine,” she
continues. “I came from a family
of readers. Growing up, I loved
going to the bookmobile, and we
would take regular trips to the
library.

“I see it as a personal challenge
to help every student who comes
into the library find something
that they connect with. I want to
help students grow into ones who
read for pleasure.”

Allison Conch, Jenks West
Elementary’s Teacher of the Year,
chose to pursue speech-language
pathology in college in large part
due to personal experiences.

During her college years, she
saw two friends suffer accidents
that resulted in traumatic brain
injuries, which caused them to
exhibit impaired communication.

“Watching these loved ones go
through this trying time and par-
ticipating in rehabilitative therapy
with speech-language patholo-

gists inspired me to look further
into working with people who had
disabilities,” she says.  

Conch, who was originally pur-
suing engineering, earned her
bachelor’s degree from Oklahoma
State University in communica-
tion sciences and disorders and
went on to earn her master’s from
the University of Oklahoma
Health Sciences Center in speech-
language pathology. She is cur-
rently working on her Doctorate
of Education degree from the
University of Oklahoma in
Curriculum and Supervision.

Conch, an Edmond native, spent
two years working in private prac-
tice clinics and hospitals as a
speech-language pathologist
(SLP) in Texas before returning to

Oklahoma and joining Jenks West
Elementary five years ago. 

“I was interested in seeing how
the SLP role was situated within
the educational context and hope-
ful that my job might be better
realized in the student’s natural
environment, the school,” she
says.

“I believe a strong foundation in
communication is a vital compo-
nent of successful learning for all
children, as well as of effective
teaching for educators.”

Conch coaches students
throughout the day as well as
remains in contact with general
education classroom teachers,
curriculum resource instructors,
psychologists, and other related
service providers in order to best

meet students’ needs.
“Working with the selection of

professional educators here at
West Elementary and observing
student growth has only con-
firmed my theory that working in
the schools is the best environ-
ment to make a difference in the
lives of students,” Conch says.   

“Teaching second grade has to
be the best job in the world!” says
Veronica Smith, East
Elementary’s Teacher of the Year.

Smith is in her eighth year of
teaching, after taking a hiatus
from her sales and marketing
career in the corporate world to
stay home with her new son,
Bennett. It was during those years, 

(Continued on page 32)

Jenks Teacher of the Year Spotlight

TRICIA HARSLEY ALLISON CONCH VERONICA SMITH LORI BAGBY

tulsacc.edu/TulsaAchieves
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FlyingTee and Cobra Puma Golf
announced a partnership between
the two companies, naming Cobra
Puma Golf as the official apparel
and equipment partner of
FlyingTee.

“We’ve looked extensively at golf
and clothing manufacturers in the
market,” says FlyingTee CEO John
Vollbrecht. “We’re excited to part-
ner with Cobra Golf and Puma
Golf as we feel strongly they are
the most innovative golf manufac-
turer in the world and have the best
understanding of evolving demo-
graphics in the golf industry.
Combined, we will provide our
customers with the highest quality
golf equipment, as well as show
younger generations how fun and
exhilarating the game of golf can
be for all ages and skills.”

FlyingTee will feature high-end
Cobra Golf clubs for all customers
to use at the facility, at no addition-
al charge. Additionally, FlyingTee
will cross promote the Cobra Puma
Golf brand and employees will be
sporting Puma Golf apparel.

“At Cobra Puma Golf, one of our
goals is to help introduce even
more people to the game of golf
through our mission of game
enjoyment and through our innova-
tive, game-changing products,
which help golfers play and look
their best. Additionally, we do this
through mutually beneficial part-
nerships with companies like
FlyingTee,” says Bob Philion, pres-
ident & CEO of Cobra Puma Golf.
“We believe FlyingTee supports
this same goal and we are excited
to partner with them to introduce
the game to many more people

through their state-of-the-art golf
entertainment facility.”

Cobra Puma Golf is one of the
fastest growing companies in the
industry. Cobra Golf, founded in
1973, has a history of creating
high-quality equipment that uti-
lizes game-changing technologies
to help golfers improve their game,
while Puma Golf delivers comfort,
performance and style through its
footwear, apparel and accessories.
In 2010 Puma acquired Cobra, and
the result is a 360 package of prod-
ucts that help golfers play and look
their best.  Cobra Puma Golf con-
tinues to represent some of the
world’s top golf talent including
Lexi Thompson, Rickie Fowler,
Graham DeLaet, Jonas Blixt, Will
MacKenzie and Greg Norman.

Cobra Puma Golf’s outlook on
golf is colorful, innovative, stylish
and fun. This syncs up perfectly
with FlyingTee’s motto of “Golf -
Food - Fun.”

“Cobra Puma Golf and FlyingTee
have the same desire to draw new
and young golfers to the game and
will work together to do it in a fun
and innovative way,” says
Vollbrecht.  “We are eager to show
why we believe we will be the pre-
mier golf entertainment company
in the world and that it makes sense
to partner with the company we
believe will be the premier golf
manufacturer in the world for years
to come.”

FlyingTee looks forward to host-
ing Cobra Puma events and brand
ambassadors at the facility. Both
companies are looking forward to
the long-tem partnership to grow
the game.

FlyingTee is expected to open this
spring.

About Cobra Puma Golf
Cobra Puma Golf is a corporate

division of Puma SE and combines
two strong brands that provide a full
range of offerings to the golf indus-
try. Cobra Puma Golf is an inclusive
company for golfers of all abilities,
attitudes and styles who enjoy the
game. The portfolio includes Cobra
Golf’s high performance drivers,
fairways, hybrids and irons, as well
as Puma Golf’s SportLifestyle
footwear, apparel and accessories to
help golfers Look Better. Feel
Better. Play Better. Fusing perform-
ance and style, Cobra Puma Golf
brings a focus on innovation, tech-
nology, compelling design and
superior performance with an edge
to the global golf marketplace.
Cobra Puma Golf is a part of Puma
SE, one of the world’s leading
lifestyle companies that designs and
develops footwear, apparel and
accessories.  For more information,
visit cobragolf.com and
cobragolf.com/pumagolf.About

Jenks-Based FlyingTee 
Announces Golf Partnership

southtulsa.org
www.gtrnews.com
visiontulsa.com
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BASSMASTER CHAMPION:
Edwin Evers of Talala, Oklahoma,
celebrates winning this year’s Geico
Bassmaster Classic in March.  His
final catch was a 29-pound, 3-ounce
giant to help him secure the victory in
the 46th year of the event.  The
greater Tulsa community again gave
the Classic tremendous support.

LETTERMEN’S DEDICATION: University of Tulsa lettermen were all
smiles during the dedication of the newly remodeled Lettermen’s Lounge in
the Reynolds Center on the TU campus on March 5.  Past presidents are,
from left with their sport and graduation year, Jim Bishop (men’s basket-
ball/1977), Kate Jones (women’s soccer/1988), Steve Hegdale (foot-
ball/1988), Alicia Conner-Todd (women’s basketball/1980), Jim Yeager
(baseball/1953), Steve August (football/1977), and Mark Wojciehowski (foot-
ball/1976).  The photographic artwork was done by former TU track star
Josh Butts, and former TU football player Brad Grow funded the facility. 

NO LOVE LOST: Or Ram-Harel
of the University of Tulsa tennis team
works hard in vain as Oklahoma
downed Tulsa earlier this season in
the Michael D. Case Tennis Center
on the TU campus.  After the match,
both teams had 6-3 records.  

SENIOR NIGHT: University of Tulsa basketball players say goodbye to
the student body after their final home game March 5.  TU graduates nine
seniors from the team, the most of any team in the nation.  Tulsa won the
game over South Florida then received a play-in game against Michigan in
the NCAA Tournament.

HARRY LENTZ for GTR Newspapers

HARRY LENTZ for GTR Newspapers

DEAN ATCHISON for GTR Newspapers GTR Newspapers photo
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Lacrosse Growing in Popularity
By GLENN HIBDON
GTR Sports Writer

Editor’s note: This is the second
article about the growth of lacrosse
in Greater Tulsa. Last month’s arti-
cle featured the Bishop Kelley pro-
gram.

Lacrosse is the new soccer in
Tulsa. Fifty years ago, soccer began
a rise in popularity in Oklahoma
and across the United States. Jeff
English and Tracy Isbell are hoping
it’s now lacrosse’s turn.

“It’s developing a large presence
at the youth level,’’ says English,
lacrosse conference commissioner
for Indian Nations Youth Sports
(INYS). “We have 13 different pro-
grams and 840 male players. There
are high school teams now, and for
the first time this spring we have a
girl’s program.’’

English oversees boy’s teams
ranging in ages from kindergarten
through eighth grade. There are
also teams in Tulsa who play indoor
summer league box lacrosse at
Soccer City in Broken Arrow.
Men’s teams were started last fall
in divisions of under 40 and over
40.

Isbell, director of girl’s lacrosse
for INYS, says that females will
join the boys when youth play
begins on March 26 at Neinhuis
Park in Broken Arrow.

“Five years from now we will
probably have a women’s league,’’
says Isbell. “There will be women
who played in the youth leagues
and in high school going to college
and then coming back around.
Eventually, I know we will have
women’s lacrosse.’’

Tulsa’s discovery of the sport
began more than 10 years ago when
Dusty Booth arrived in town. Booth
grew up in Wichita playing in high
school and on a club team. After
coming to Oklahoma, Booth
coached a high school team and
then was instrumental in forming
the Tulsa Youth Lacrosse
Association and the Bulldogs, a
squad comprised of players without
a team.

“Dusty Booth is the man who
made it go,’’ English says.  

Today, there are high school club
teams at Owasso, Jenks,  Union,
Cascia Hall and Bishop Kelley
schools. They all play in the
Heartland Conference, consisting
of 16 teams in Oklahoma,
Arkansas, Missouri and Kansas.
English says Muskogee, Sapulpa,
Bartlesville and other Green
Country schools have expressed
interest in organizing teams.

“We’ve had 17 percent growth
over last year and 150 percent
growth in Owasso,’’ says English,
who played lacrosse at
Southwestern University in Texas

and now has an eighth grade son
playing.     

Lacrosse features the use of sticks
with netting on the end so a ball can
be passed back and forth between
players. Just like in hockey, the aim
is to fire the ball into a net for a
point. The sport originated from
stick ball, played by Native
Americans. Unknown to most,
lacrosse is the national sport of
Canada.

“We have a large Indian popula-
tion here, and stick ball is similar to
lacrosse,’’ says English, explaining
why he thinks the sport has gained
such a foothold in Tulsa. 

“It’s one of the fastest growing
sports in the U.S. over the last 10
years. It’s a small sport, but it’s
gaining momentum and has had
double digit growth every year.’’

Unlike English, Isbell says she
was “sucked in’’ to lacrosse when
her son starting playing in the sixth
grade. She never played or coached,
but she sees many physical and
health benefits from the sport.

“You don’t have to have size or a
big body build. Anybody can play,’’
she says. “It’s a fun sport, and it’s
enjoyable to watch for spectators
and fans.’’

English says that lacrosse is less
physical than football and players
need stick skills in catching and
throwing. While speed is an asset,
it’s not always essential.

“It’s a great cross-fit sport. It com-
plements agility, foot work, athleti-
cism and hand-eye coordination,’’
English says.

“It’s a great off season sport for
football,’’ says Isbell. “You’re using
different muscles, and both sports
are played in different seasons.’’

There are those who see lacrosse
as an elite prep school sport played
back east and others who believe
the cost of equipment is prohibitive.
English says that his group has a
working arrangement with Dick’s
Sporting Goods for discounts.

“Lacrosse is big on the east and
west coasts and in the Denver area,
but we’re starting to see some of
our kids playing college lacrosse
in (NCAA) Division III,’’ says
English. “It’s an alternative spring
sport. In football, you have stop-
pages after every down, and
lacrosse is more nonstop like bas-
ketball.

“All youth sports are based on
volunteers; the best reason to get
involved is that not a lot of parents
know much about lacrosse. There
is a lot less coaching from the
stands. The biggest part is teach-
ing kids how to catch and throw,
and the offense and defense is
similar to basketball.’’

If interested spectators want a
look at the sport, English and
Isbell recommend the Oklahoma
event on June 11-12 at Mohawk
Park. Over 60 teams and 1,200
players will come from all across
the United States to participate in
the tournament.

English’s group is currently in
discussions with Tulsa’s Parks and
Recreation Department about hav-
ing a lacrosse complex being built.

“I do this for my son’s interest,
and I think it’s a great sport for
kids who may not want to play tra-
ditional sports but still want to
have fun being a part of a team,’’
English says. 

“I don’t have a daughter, and
there are only so many slots avail-
able for girls to play soccer or
softball at schools like Jenks,’’
Isbell says. “With lacrosse, they
have an opportunity to play a
sport for a big school. I want to
see the joy on their faces when
they see they are going to play a
big sport for their school in a big
stadium.’’

The INYS lacrosse season runs
from March 26 until May 21.
Inquiries can be directed to
www.inyouthlacrosse.com or indi-
annationslacrosse@gmail.com.

A NEW SPORT: Members of Indian Nations Youth Sports (INYS) lacrosse
teams pose for a photo with their sports gear. Lacrosse has seen large
growth across the U.S. in the past 10 years, and local teams are growing. 

Courtesy photo

http://www.inyouthlacrosse.com
mailto:indi-annationslacrosse@gmail.com
mailto:indi-annationslacrosse@gmail.com
http://www.operationaware.org/events.aspx
tulsaroughnecksfc.com
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By GLENN HIBDON
GTR Sports Writer

Dallas beckoned the Tulsa Shock.
The 66ers departed for Oklahoma
City. Mike Melega is banking on
Tulsa’s Drillers and Roughnecks
sticking around for a long, long
time.

Thus far, the marriage of the Texas
League baseball team and the
United Soccer League franchise has
been one made in sports heaven.
And the honeymoon continues.

“I feel like we had a very good
year (in 2015),’’ says Melega, presi-
dent and general manager of both
the Drillers and Roughnecks. 

Both teams are housed at down-
town Tulsa’s ONEOK Field. 

“We were fifth in attendance
among 24 (USL) teams with 4,700
fans per game, and I think the
league regards us as one of its most
professional operations.

“Tulsa has struggled with some
pro sports teams, but the Drillers
are starting its 40th season, and we
want to make sure the Roughnecks
are here 20, 30, 40 years. The
lifeblood of any team is season tick-
et sales, and the Roughnecks’
growth is 40 percent this season.’’

Melega says the soccer team turned
a profit in its maiden voyage last
year, and the future appears bright. 

Ownership of dual sports fran-
chises seems to be the latest trend
among both minor and major
league teams. Tulsa Baseball Inc.
owns the Drillers, and Tulsa Pro
Soccer is the majority owner of the
Roughnecks. The teams have the

same staffs running day-to-day
operations.

“Just as SMG operates the BOK
Center, we operate ONEOK Field.
We’re the tenant and operate the
facility,” says Melega. “Without our
management, it would have been
more difficult to start (the
Roughnecks) from scratch.’’

Melega points out that Reno will
enter the USL next year and owner-
ship of the team already fields a
minor league baseball franchise. He
says the NBA San Antonio Spurs
have purchased a USL team and the
movement is taking root.

“You see NBA teams owning
WNBA or D-League teams. A lot of
the MLS teams operate USL
teams,’’ says Melega. “Eleven of
them operate USL teams.

“The only negative for us last year
was falling one week short of mak-
ing the playoffs. I do think every-
body grew to enjoy the energy of
the Roughnecks, and we built a
close relationship with our players.
They are our players, while the
Drillers are Dodgers players.’’

Maybe so, but when it comes to a
playing surface, Melega says his
organization must take care of both
teams. Starting out, he had concerns
about the transition from baseball
field to soccer pitch.

“We have an obligation to have a
great surface for the Dodgers play-
ers and a great pitch for the
Roughnecks,’’ he says. 

Jonesplan of Tulsa oversees the
transition from baseball to soccer,
and Gary Shepherd, head
groundskeeper, oversees the entire
makeover. Sod is moved in from
Leonard, Oklahoma, laid down, and
then Shepherd mows it, lines it, and
top dresses it with sand to give it
weight for firm footing. Melega
says MLS team NYC FC, owned by
the Yankees and Manchester City,

has the exact same field configura-
tion. 

There will be 10 transitions this
season for the Drillers/Roughnecks.

“Tulsa has a great tradition in soc-
cer, and the guys who stayed around
the area still come to the games,’’ he
continues.

Melega says that someday his
organization would like to have a
soccer-only stadium, but the
Roughnecks must learn to run
before they gallop. The team is off
to a promising start entering the
2016 season, which started March
26.

“All our suites are sold out, and
that’s a good sign,’’ Melega says.
“Last year, we played 14 home
games, and his year we have 15. Of
our 14 games last season, eight
were played on Fridays or Saturdays
and six on workdays. This year we
only have two games on week

nights and the rest on weekends and
holidays.

“We will have soccer fireworks six
times, and we will carry over a lot
of marketing strategies with the
Drillers,” he says.

While the Roughnecks continue to
rise in attendance, Melega wants the
same for the Drillers. Due to rain-
outs last season, overall attendance
slipped under 400,000 after topping
that mark in 2014. 

Tulsa became the first team in
Texas League history to soar over
400,000 in 2010 and the first to sur-
pass it again after dropping under
that total.

“There is much more opportunity
to grow our Roughnecks tickets
from the Drillers fans. For the
Roughnecks, we see a lot of millen-
nials, people in their 20s and 30s. In
baseball, there are more families
and kids,’’Melega says.

Yes, the romance between base-
ball and soccer in Tulsa is bloom-
ing, and Melega is hoping it never
ends. He’s already making plans for
the future.

“We could have the opportunity
to hire Roughneck specific
employees,’’ he says. “This season,
we want to grow our attendance
and make the playoffs (in soccer).
Fans would love to see us get to the
playoffs.

“In soccer there is a little more
interest in winning and losing
than in baseball. It would translate
a little more like the Tulsa Shock
or TU basketball. When those
teams are doing well, you see
more tickets sold. When the
Drillers are not doing well, it
doesn’t hurt us terribly. Making
the playoffs would be a wonderful
thing and that’s definitely our
goal.’’
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ULTIMATE TRAINING FACILITY

OFF OF HWY 169 and 61st ST.
(918) 459-0399 allstarsportscomplex.com

• Baseball Camps
• Batting Cages

• Miniature Golf
• Video Arcade

Roughnecks, Drillers Look Forward to Season

OIL-E COYOTE: Mary Ann Odell, who helped to name the Tulsa
Roughnecks mascot, Oil-E Coyote, stands with her daughter and Oil-E
Coyote at ONEOK Field’s fan fest, held March 12.  

HORNSBY: Tulsa Drillers mascot
Hornsby eagerly anticipates the
upcoming baseball season. 
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www.windor.com
iliftfoundationrepair.com
scogginsroofinginc.com
www.hummingbirdelectric.com


Page 22 GREATER TULSA REPORTER NEWSPAPERS April 2016

CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION

THE ECONOMY

C&J School Uniforms has kept
things uniform for Tulsa area
schools since the store opened in
1996. Having met when their
children were young and in uni-
forms, co-owners Joyce Fuller
and Chari Edwards shared the
desire of providing affordable but
quality school uniforms. Their
desire became a reality and C&J
opened its doors in the Fontana
Shopping Center at 51st Street
and Memorial Drive. 

Business growth over the past
20 years has required the store to
move four times, all within the
Fontana complex. Presently, C&J
sits facing Memorial Drive next
to Lenny’s Subs.

C&J School Uniforms focus is
on outfitting private, public and
parochial schools while provid-
ing outstanding customer service.
The staff is focused on helping
families with their back-to-
school needs. The store is Tulsa’s
premiere one-stop shop for
school uniforms from head to
toe. The shelves at C&J are
stocked with quality brand mer-
chandise. Garments are made of
durable, easy-to-care-for fabric. 

To ensure a student is appropri-
ately dressed, each school’s indi-
vidual updated dress code is

available. In-house alterations are
provided for the customer’s con-
venience. Customers will also
find unique items such as teddy
bears dressed in uniforms, back-
packs, headbands and bows, all to
match students’ uniforms. 

Annually, C&J offers a month-
long sale in June to begin the
Back to School season. This year,
June 6 – 11, C&J is having its
customer appreciation week. The
20-year celebration will include
additional discounts, drawings
for prizes, balloons, goodies and
more.

After years of experience in this
industry, Fuller and Edwards rec-
ommend parents begin their
shopping early in the summer in
order to beat the back-to-school
rush. 

C&J School Uniforms is open
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday
through Thursday and 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. on Friday and Saturday.
During the month of August, the
store has extended hours. 

Fuller and Edwards want to
thank all of their customers for

their trust and confidence in their
small local business for the past
20 years. They invite customers
to see them for all uniform needs
and  accessories. 

For more information, visit
www.cjschooluniforms.com or
call 918-610-7470.

C&J School Uniforms Celebrates 20 Years
Customer

Appreciation
Week:

June 6-11

WELL DRESSED TEAM: Celebrating 20 successful years of C&J
School Uniforms at the Fontana Shopping Center in Tulsa are, front row
from left, Garland Fuller, Joyce Fuller, Deanna Whitham, Chari
Edwards and Alan Edwards, and back row from left, Princeton Donald,
Kareen Ramsey, Chris Brownell, TJ Bannon, Eytan Kaiser, Sarah
Bannon, Allison Griffith and Josiah Donald.

BMX VISIONARIES: John
David, third from left, was the
speaker at the March 21 Rotary
Club of Tulsa luncheon meeting.
David is the chief operating offi-
cer of USA BMX, the World’s
largest sanctioning Body for the
Olympic sport of bicycle
motocross racing (BMX). If the
Vision Tulsa proposal is
approved April 5, the BMX head-
quarters would move from
Phoenix, Arizona, to 15th and
Yale in Tulsa, bringing 50 to 75
jobs.  With David are, from left,
Tulsa City Councilor Phil Lakin,
Tulsa Sports Commission
Executive Director Vince
Trinidad, and Rotary President
and Tulsa attorney Jeff Hassell.  
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Kim Coon 
611 E Main St.

Jenks OK 74037
918-299-1745

Joseph Kidwell
5314 S. Yale Ave., Ste. 415

Tulsa, OK 74135
918-477-7787

David H. McCollum
5801 E 41st St., Ste. 800

Tulsa, OK 74135
918-660-0639

Bill Gordon
4252 S Peoria Ave, 
Tulsa, OK 74105

918-712-9717

David Fleske
12338 E. 86th St. N.
Owasso, OK 74055
918-272-7301

Caroline M. Adams
5327 S. Sheridan Rd.

Tulsa, OK 74145
918-622-2207

Tammy Stead
7147 S Yale Ave

Tulsa, OK 74136
918-488-8999

Stephanie Pollard
4621 W. Kenosha St.

Broken Arrow, Ok 74012
918-294-0030

Leland Nissley
8116 S. Harvard Ave.

Tulsa, OK 74137
918-481-3401

Craig Dietert
6528-G E. 101st St. S.

Tulsa, OK 74133
918-298-2439

Lance Lively
100 N. Main St., 

Sand Springs, Ok 74063
918-245-3796

Cody Callaway
115 W. Broadway Ave.
Broken Arrow, OK 74012

918-251-5558

Cinamon Demuth 
9309 S Toledo Ave, Ste B

Tulsa, OK 74137
918-794-1404

Organization Helps Women Find Job Success
By EMILY RAMSEY
Managing Editor

It has been said, in reference to
a well-known fairy tale, that one
shoe can change a person’s life. 

That is not far off from the
motto of Dress for Success, an
international nonprofit organiza-
tion that provides clothing and
career services for women in
search of employment.

It is those services that helped
to put Nancy Sposato on a new
life and career path eight years
ago. 

In 2007, Sposato was holding
three part-time jobs and looking
for a fresh start and employment
that would provide health bene-
fits. She approached Dress for
Success Tulsa after learning
about it through the YWCA.

“Dress for Success helped me
build self-esteem and self-confi-
dence,” says Sposato. “It helped
me build a strong foundation and
to set realistic goals going for-
ward.”

In May 2008, she was hired as a
medical transcriptionist by St.

John Health System, where she
remains presently employed. 

Dress for Success began in
1997 with the Tulsa aff iliate
opening in 2001.

Women receive one outfit for
their job search and then can
return to the store for additional
outfits once they have obtained a
job position.

“Our goal is to provide them up
to a week’s worth of clothing,”
says Dress for Success Tulsa
Executive Director Ronda
Adkisson.

The organization also offers
career services including the
Going Places Network, a seven-
week course for unemployed and
underemployed women, where
they gain job searching and pro-
fessional skills. “Our goal is to
have clients employed in seven
weeks,” Adkisson says.

The second offering is the
Professional Women’s Group
(PWG), which is available for
women who have found employ-
ment. The group provides ongo-
ing support and guidance regard-
ing various areas of life, includ-

ing work/life balance, health and
wellness, and civic leadership.
“When women realize that they
can give back, that starts to
increase their value because,
many times, in the past they did
not felt like they had anything to
offer,” she says.

Women are referred to Dress for
Success Tulsa by more than 140
nonprofit organizations, agen-
cies, shelters, colleges, and tech-
nical institutes and are not
charged for the services provid-
ed. Additionally, on occasion
women will walk into the shop on
their own, looking for guidance.

In addition to improving women
professionally in local communi-
ties, Dress for Success is serving
a much larger purpose of champi-
oning women’s rights, Adkisson
says.

For example, she mentions a
woman whom she knows who
lives in Poland and spent two
years waiting for her government
to approve her application to
open a Dress for Success affiliate
location in her country.

“These women are changing

mentalities in their countries,
changing the way people look at
women’s opportunities,” says
Adkisson, who has been with the
organization for eight years as its
executive director.

Dress for Success Tulsa will

hold a grand-opening event to
celebrate the move to its new
location at 3103 S. Harvard Ave.
on April 7 with a ribbon-cutting
ceremony at 9:30 a.m., followed
by tours of the store that will be
open to the public.

BUSINESS ATTIRE: From left, Dress for Success Tulsa Board President
Katherine Skorvaga, Executive Director Ronda Adkisson and Board Vice
President Kuma Roberts stand in Dress For Success Tulsa’s new location at
3103 S. Harvard Ave. in Tulsa.

EMILY RAMSEY for GTR Newspapers

Will Rogers H.S. Hall of Fame Announces 5 Inductees
The Will Rogers High School

Community Foundation recently
announced the Will Rogers High
School Hall of Fame Inductees for
2016.

“The Will Rogers High School
Hall of Fame is a stellar group of
graduates who have achieved fame
or extraordinary success in their
chosen careers and are a positive
influence on tomorrow’s leaders,”
says David Rader, chairman of the
Hall of Fame committee.  “This

year the Hall of Fame Ceremonies
will be held on Friday, April 1, with
an induction presented in the Will
Rogers High School Auditorium
for the students and guests in the
morning, followed by a dinner and
celebration that evening at
Southern Hills Country Club.”

The 2016 Hall of Fame members
are: Frank Pitezel, Class of 1942; J.
David Nunneley, Class of 1954;
Charlotte Wilson Heth, Ph.D.,
Class of 1955; Charles Kimball,

Ph.D., Class of 1968; Dick Risk,
J.D., Class of 1959.

For more information concerning
the Hall of Fame induction activi-
ties, visit www.willrogersfounda-
tion.net. 

To make reservations for the Hall
of Fame Induction dinner at
Southern Hills Country Club,
please call Iris Warlick Studenny at
918-625-1533. Tickets are $75 per
person. Advance reservations are
required.

Induction Ceremony To Be Held April 1

CHARLOTTE WILSON
HETH, PH.D. DICK RISK, J.D.

http://www.willrogersfounda-tion.net
http://www.willrogersfounda-tion.net
http://www.willrogersfounda-tion.net
www.edwardjones.com
www.hmigliore.com
mailto:hmigliore@aol.com
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GTR CLASSIFIEDS

ADOPTION

PREGNANT? - Adoption is a loving
choice for Unplanned Pregnancy. Call
Andrea 866-236-7638 (24/7) for adop-
tion information/profile; view loving
couples at www.ANAadoptions.com.
Financial Assistance Available.

Auto Sales or Donations
Donate Your Car to Veterans Today!
Help and Support our Veterans. Fast -
FREE pick up. 100% tax deductible.
Call 1-800-245-0398

AUTOS WANTED

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 2002
and Newer! Any Condition. Running
or Not. Competitive Offer! Free
Towing! We’re Nationwide! Call for
Quote: 1-888-416-2330.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

$500-$1000 Daily Returning Phone
Calls! No Selling, No Explaining! Not
MLM! Call 1-800-886-0214

Get $500-$5000+ Daily! Return Phone
Calls and Get Daily Cash Flow! Not
MLM. No Investments, No Risk, No
selling. SHORT  OVERVIEW: 1-888-
812-1214

Seeking accredited Investors for
Independent film. ROI first year prin-
cipal + 20%. Oscar nominee producer.
Low budget=high ROI. Call 800-737-
6045

WANTED: Representatives for new
brain health product. $2800 to
$3100/month potential, 8 income
streams. Call for info & sample: 1-
888-524-7982. CODE: BBRP1

BUSINESS SERVICES

1000 FULL COLOR BUSINESS
CARDS, 2-SIDED, UV-High Gloss,
16-PT Stock, $19.99, +S&H, Limited
Time Offer, Go-2: www.IBPRINT-
ERS.COM

EDUCATION/ CAREER
TRAINING

25 DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED!
Become a driver for Stevens Transport!
NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! New
drivers earn $800+ per week! PAID CDL
TRAINING! Stevens covers all costs! 1-
888-734-6714 drive4stevens.com

ACCOUNTING TRAINEES NEED-
ED! Online career training can get you
job ready now!! NO EXPERIENCE
NEEDED! Financial aid if qualified!
HS Diploma/GED required. 1-877-
253-6495

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES
NEEDED! Train at home to process
Medical Billing & Insurance! NO
EXPERIENCE NEEDED! Online
training at Bryan University! HS
Diploma/GED & Computer/Internet
needed. 1-888-734-6711

NEW YEAR, NEW AIRLINE
CAREER. Get FAA approved certifi-
cation at campuses coast to coast. Job
placement assistance. Financial Aid for
qualifying students. Call AIM 888-
686-1704

AIRLINE CAREERS. Get FAA
approved maintenance training at cam-
puses coast to coast. Job placement
assistance. Financial Aid for qualifying
students. Military friendly. Call AIM
888-686-1704

EMPLOYMENT

Make $1,000 Weekly! Paid in
Advance! Mailing Brochures at Home.
East Pleasant work. Begin
Immediately. Age Unimportant.
www.MyHomeIncomeNow55.com

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

$90 Laptops, $30 TV’s, $8 Smart
Phones, $4 Jeans, $1 DVD’s. Brand
Name Electronics, Apparel,
Furniture, Toys, Cosmetics from over
200 leading liquidators. Visit:
Webcloseout.com

HEALTH

**NEW YEAR’S SPECIAL** VIA-
GRA 60x (100 mg) +20 “Bonus”
PILLS for ONLY $114.00 plus ship-
ing. NO PRESCRIPTION Needed!
VISA/ MC payment. 1-888-386-8074
w w w . n e w h e a l t h y m a n . c o m
Satisfaction Guaranteed!!

**SPRING SPECIAL** VIAGRA
60x (100 mg) +20 “Bonus” PILLS for
ONLY $114.00 plus shipping. NO
PRESCRIPTION Needed!  VISA/ MC
payment. 1-888-386-8074
w w w . n e w h e a l t h y m a n . c o m
Satisfaction Guaranteed!!

HEALTH & FITNESS

VIAGRA 100MG and CIALIS 20mg!
50 Pills $99.00 FREE Shipping!
100% guaranteed. CALL NOW! 1-
866-312-6061

VIAGRA 100MG and CIALIS 20mg!
40 Pills + 10 FREE. SPECIAL
$99.00 100% guaranteed. FREE
Shipping! 24/7 CALL NOW! 1-888-
223-8818

VIAGRA 100mg, CIALIS 20mg. 50
tabs $90 includes FREE SHIPPING.
1-888-836-0780 or
www.metromeds.online

Lung Cancer?  And Age 60+?  You
And Your Family May Be Entitled To
Significant Cash Award.  Call 877-
265-1956 for Information.  No Risk.
No Money Out Of Pocket

HEALTH & FITNESS

**SPRING SPECIAL** VIAGRA
60x (100 mg)   +20 “Bonus” PILLS
for ONLY $114.00 plus shipping.
NO PRESCRIPTION Needed!
VISA/ MC payment.   1-888-386-
8074www.newhea l t hyman . com
Satisfaction Guaranteed!

Viagra!!   52 Pills for Only $99.00!
Your #1 trusted provider for 10 years.
Call 1-888-797-9024

HEALTH & MEDICAL

WOW! 10-60% OFF Dental
Procedures. $7 month 15% off any
Plan + 1 FREE Month. 1-844-694-
0252 Promo DENTAL642.
Dentalplans.com for details.

VIAGRA! 52 Pills for only $99.00!
The Original Blue Pill. Insured and
Guaranteed Delivery Call 1-888-410-
0514

HELP WANTED

WANTED: Click Agents! NO experi-
ence necessary. Cash-in from the
huge demand for quality Internet
leads. Everything provided.
www.GetAllTheSecrets.com/click

HOME RENTALS

STOP RENTING! Option To Buy!
Rent To Own. No Money Down! No
Credit Check! Call Now 1-877-395-
1291

MEDICAL

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 50 pills for
$95. 100 pills for $150 FREE ship-
ping. NO prescriptions needed.
Money back guaranteed! 1-877-743-
5419

MISCELLANEOUS

DISH Promotion! 35th Anniversary!
Save up to $720 with our 3 Year Price
Lock- Lock in your Discounts now!
Call now for this Special Promotion!
855-590-3207

TOP CASH PAID FOR OLD GUITARS!
1920’s thru 1980’s. Gibson, Martin,
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild,
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State,
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And Gibson
Mandolins/Banjos.\1-800-401-0440

To place a GTR Classified, please email advertising@gtrnews.com, or call 918-254-1515

http://www.ANAadoptions.com
http://www.IBPRINT-ERS.COM
http://www.IBPRINT-ERS.COM
http://www.IBPRINT-ERS.COM
http://www.MyHomeIncomeNow55.com
http://www.metromeds.online
http://www.GetAllTheSecrets.com/click
mailto:advertising@gtrnews.com
cashforcars.com
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MISCELLANEOUS

CHILDREN’S BOOK - Looking for
some wholesome reading material for
your young reader? Check out Richard
the Donkey and His LOUD, LOUD
Voice at www.RichardTheDonkey.com

Lower Your TV, Internet & Phone Bill!!!
Get Fast Internet from $15/mo - qualify-
ing service.   Limited Time Offer.   Plus,
get a FREE $300 Gift Card.   Call 855-
407-0796 Today! 

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any
Condition Vehicle, 2002 and Newer.
Competitive Offer! Nationwide Free
Pick Up! Call Now: 1-800-864-5960.

CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed DIA-
BETIC TEST STRIPS! 1 DAY PAY-
MENT & PREPAID shipping. HIGH-
EST PRICES! Call 1-888-776-7771.
www.Cash4DiabeticSupplies.com

Lower Your TV, Internet & Phone Bill!!!
Get Fast Internet from $15/mo - qualify-
ing service. Limited Time Offer. Plus,
get a FREE $300 Gift Card. Call 855-
693-1333 Today!

TOP CASH PAID FOR OLD GUI-
TARS! 1920’s thru 1980’s. Gibson,
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone,
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie
State, D’Angelico, Stromberg. And
Gibson Mandolins/Banjos.1-800-401-
0440

Make a Connection. Real People, Flirty
Chat. Meet singles right now! Call
LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call NOW:
Call 1-877-737-9447 18+

Make a Connection. Real People, Flirty
Chat. Meet singles right now!   Call
LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call NOW: 1-
888-909-9905 18+. 

SUPPORT our service members, veter-
ans and their families in their time of
need. For more information visit the
Fisher House website at www.fisher-
house.org

AVIATION Grads work with JetBlue,
Boeing, Delta and others- start here with
hands on training for FAA certification.
Financial aid if qualified. Call Aviation
Institute of Maintenance 866-453-6204

Struggling with DRUGS or ALCO-
HOL? Addicted to PILLS? Talk to
someone who cares. Call The Addiction
Hope & Help Line for a free assessment.
(800) 768-9180

MISCELLANEOUS

!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!!
Gibson,Martin,Fender,Gretsch. 1930-
1980. Top Dollar paid!! Call Toll Free 1-
866-433-8277

VIAGRA! 52 Pills for only $99.00! The
Original Blue Pill. Insured and Guaranteed
Delivery Call 1-888-410-0514

HOTELS FOR HEROES - to find out
more about how you can help our serv-
ice members, veterans and their fami-
lies in their time of need, visit the
Fisher House website at www.fisher-
house.org

Get the IRS off your back! They do not
give up until you pay. Tax Solutions
Now will get you the best deal. Call 1-
800-764-3066

MISC. FOR SALE

KILL BED BUGS! Buy Harris Bed
Bug Killers/KIT. Hardware Stores, The
Home Depot, homedepot.com  

SATELLITE TV

Lower Your TV, Internet & Phone
Bill!!! Fast Internet from $15/mo -
qualifying service. Limited Time
Offer. Plus, FREE $300 GiftCard. Call
855-693-1333

TRAVEL

Considering an all-inclusive vacation?  -
Mexico, Jamaica, Dominican Republic
and more! It’s not too late to book! Visit
NCPtravel.com or call 877-270-7260 for
more information.

EUROPEAN RIVER CRUISES - the
ultimate vacation! See Europe from
the comfort of a Viking or Avalon
luxury cruise ship. For the experience
of a lifetime, call 877-270-7260 or go
to NCPtravel.com for more informa-
tion. 

ALL INCLUSIVE CRUISE package
on the Norwegian Sky out of Miami to
the Bahamas. Pricing as low as $299
pp for 3 Day or $349 pp for 4 Day
(double occupancy) - ALL beverages
included! For more info. call 877-270-
7260 or go to NCPtravel.com

MOTORCYCLES

WANTED OLD JAPANESE
MOTORCYCLES KAWASAKI Z1-
900 (1972-75), KZ900, KZ1000
(1976-1982), Z1R, KZ 1000MK2
(1979,80), W1-650, H1-500 (1969-
72), H2-750 (1972-1975), S1-250,
S2-350, S3-400, KH250, KH400,
SUZUKI-GS400, GT380, HONDA-
CB750K (1969-1976), CBX1000
(1979,80) CASH!! 1-800-772-1142
1-310-721-0726 usa@classicrun-
ners.com

MONEY TO LEND

ACCESS YOUR LAWSUIT CASH!
In an Injury Lawsuit? Need Cash
Now? Low Rates. No Credit
Checks/Monthly Payments. Call Now
1-800-568-8321.

WANTED TO BUY

CASH PAID- up to $25/Box for unex-
pired, sealed DIABETIC TEST
STRIPS. 1-DAYPAYMENT.1-800-
371-1136

Wants to purchase minerals and other
oil and gas interests. Send details to
P.O. Box 13557 Denver, Co. 80201

WANT CASH FOR EXTRA DIA-
BETIC TEST STRIPS? I Pay Top
Dollar Since 2005! 1 Day Fast
Payment Guaranteed Up To $60 Per
Box! Free Shipping.
www.Cashnowoffer.com or 888-210-
5233. Get Extra $10: Use Offer Code:
Cashnow!

EXTRA DIABETIC STRIPS? Sell
with us! DTSbuyers.com 1-866-446-
3009 Most brands accepted!

Cash for unexpired DIABETIC TEST
STRIPS or STOP SMOKING PROD-
UCTS! Free Shipping, Best Prices &
24 hr payment! Call 1-855-440-4001
www.TestStripSearch.com. Habla
Espanol.

WANTED TO BUY

EXTRA DIABETIC TEST STRIPS? I
Pay Top Dollar! 1-Day Fast Payment
Guaranteed Up To $60/Box! FREE
Shipping! www.CashNowOffer.com 1-
888-210-5233 Use Code: CashNOW!

ADVERTISE to 10 Million Homes
across the USA! Place your ad in over
140 community newspapers, with cir-
culation totaling over 10 million
homes. Contact Independent Free
Papers of America IFPA at daniellebur-
nett-ifpa@live.com or visit our website
cadnetads.com for more information

Reader Advisory: The National Trade Association we belong
to has purchased the above classifieds. Determining the value
of their service or product is advised by this publication. In
order to avoid misunderstandings, some advertisers do not
offer employment but rather supply the readers with manuals,
directories and other materials designed to help their clients
establish mail order selling and other businesses at home.
Under NO circumstance should you send any money in
advance or give the client your checking, license ID, or cred-
it card numbers. Also beware of ads that claim to guarantee
loans regardless of credit and note that if a credit repair com-
pany does business only over the phone it is illegal to request
any money before delivering its service. All funds are based in
US dollars. Toll free numbers may or may not reach Canada.

GTR CLASSIFIEDS
To place a GTR Classified, please email advertising@gtrnews.com, or call 918-254-1515

IN SEARCH OF LICENSED
PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL,
AND HVAC TECHNICIANS.

PLEASE SEND RESUMES TO:
humanresources@mastertech-ar.com.

MASTER TECHNICIANS AND
MECHANICIALS, LLC

http://www.RichardTheDonkey.com
http://www.Cash4DiabeticSupplies.com
http://www.fisher-house.org
http://www.fisher-house.org
http://www.fisher-house.org
http://www.fisher-house.org
http://www.fisher-house.org
http://www.fisher-house.org
mailto:usa@classicrun-ners.com
mailto:usa@classicrun-ners.com
mailto:usa@classicrun-ners.com
http://www.Cashnowoffer.com
http://www.TestStripSearch.com
http://www.CashNowOffer.com
mailto:daniellebur-nett-ifpa@live.com
mailto:daniellebur-nett-ifpa@live.com
mailto:advertising@gtrnews.com
mailto:humanresources@mastertech-ar.com


The April 19, 1995, bombing of
the Alfred P. Murrah federal
building in Oklahoma City
changed everything.

For Oklahoma author
Christopher Metcalf, the
Oklahoma City Bombing holds a
permanent place in his memory.
He can recall clearly the moment
he heard about the bombing on
his car radio as he drove to an
interview. He was a writer at the
Tulsa Business Journal at the
time.

“At first, they didn’t know what
had happened. The radio news
people reported there had been
an explosion and a rising tower
of smoke was visible from miles

away,” Metcalf recalls. “They
turned the television on outside
the office. I was interviewing
someone for an article and we
could see the damage the bomb
had done. It was sickening.”

That terrible event and the
questions around how and why
and most of all ‘who could do
this?’ were the source for
Metcalf ’s latest novel - The
Perfect Patriot. This is the fifth
book in the Lance Priest /
Preacher series.

“Even back in 2011 when I
wrote The Perfect Candidate, the
first book in the series, I knew I
would write one of these about
the Oklahoma City Bombing,”

Metcalf adds. “Lance, the main
character in my books, was liv-
ing in Oklahoma and going to
college in 1987 when he was
recruited into the CIA. The OKC
bombing was always going to
find its way into a storyline.”

For this book, Metcalf puts his
main character, a deadly rogue
CIA operative, in Oklahoma City
days after the bombing. He
works to determine who commit-
ted this mass murder and how he
can prevent it from happening
again. The book begins with the
birth of Lance and his partner’s,
former KGB spy Marta Sidorova,
f irst baby. But the bombing
immediately changes everything
for them, as it did for so many.

“Lance is ice-cold. He is a
killer, a liar, a chameleon, a
human tornado. But the bombing
hits him at a personal level. He
feels the need to get involved.
And that takes him from
Colorado to Oklahoma and into
great danger as he digs into the
underbelly of the anti-govern-
ment militia movement,” Metcalf
says. “Lance, or Preacher his
alter-ego, has a knack for finding
his way into incredibly danger-
ous situations that end with
incredibly violent results. It is
definitely fun stuff.”

Five novels in, Metcalf is enjoy-
ing the continuing process of self-
publishing. The writing is the fun
part. The rest – editing, marketing,
more editing, advertising, and yet
more editing, is the real work. “It
definitely takes dedication and
determination and some thick skin.
But it is really cool to have people

out there that I may never meet
email to ask ‘when is the next
Preacher book coming out?’ That
never gets old.”

For more information, visit
www.christophermetcalf.com. The
Perfect Patriot is available at
Amazon.
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• Full Service BBQ, Cooked Fresh Daily
• Old Fashioned Grilled Hamburgers
• Nine Daily Specials
• Six Economical Family Packages
• Variety of Catering Packages

And Cindy’s on the Window

BBQ Meats, Pork Ribs, Grilled Burgers

To All Our Loyal Customers
Happy New Year

2016!
We are at your service.

Open Tuesday thru Saturday.

Want to Purchase
Mineral & Other 
Oil/Gas Interests.

Send details to:
PO Box 13557

Denver, CO 80201

Having met all the necessary
requirements and having been
qualified, Vicki Cunningham,
owner of Cunningham Jewelry and
Appraisal Services, has been
granted accreditation with the
National Association of Jewelry
appraisers and has been conferred
the professional designation of
Certified Master Appraiser.
Founded in 1981, the National
Association of Jewelry Appraisers
(NAJA) states as its purpose, “to
recognize, and make available, the
services of highly qualified,
informed, experienced, independ-
ent and professional appraisers of
gems and jewelry to those mem-
bers of the public requiring such
expertise.” It is the only appraisal
association in the United States
devoted solely to the appraisal of
gems and jewelry. With a member-
ship of over 650 and Ms.
Cunningham is only the seventh
member to achieve the highest

designation of Certified Master
Appraiser.

As a Graduate Gemologist
(Gemological Institute of America)
and Certified Master Appraiser
with the National Association of
Jewelry Appraisers (NAJA),
Cunningham is dedicated to provid-
ing expert appraisal services while
strictly adhering to the highest pro-
fessional and ethical standards.

Cunningham has over 25 years of
experience in the jewelry industry,
ranging from retail to design to
appraisal. Her work in the appraisal
field spans countless assignments
for retail and private clients, as well
as estates and consulting.

Cunningham is a member of the
following organizations: National
Association of Jewelry,  Appraisers
(JAJA), Gemological Institute of
America (GIA), Jewelers of
America, Oklahoma Jewelers
Association, Diamond Council of
America and Jewelers for Children.

Cunningham Jewelry
Granted Accreditation

Greater Tulsa Author Christopher Metcalf 
Releases Fifth Novel: The Perfect Patriot

CANDELIGHT COUPLE:
Cari and Gordon Marshall,
strong supporters of the Child
Abuse Network in Tulsa, are
looking forward to this year’s
CANdelight Ball, to be held
April 23 at the historic Mayo
Hotel. This year marks the 5th
anniversary of the event, which
will open with cocktails in the
Grand Hall, followed by an ele-
gant dinner and live auction in
the Crystal Ballroom, and con-
clude with a 16-piece band and
dancing.  Rachel Hunsucker is
this year’s event chair.  For
more information, visit
www.childabusenetwork,org.  

Courtesy photo

http://www.christophermetcalf.com
http://www.childabusenetwork
mailto:clsquiers@gmail.com
www.isthywilldone.com
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BUSINESS & PEOPLE NOTES
Schnake Turnbo

Frank announces
Isaac Rocha, past
TYPros chair and
chair-elect of
Mosaic, has joined
the firm as an
associate for inclu-
sion and diversity,
bringing to the
firm years of corporate and com-
munity leadership and business and
board management. 

Rocha will consult clients in
inclusion and diversity efforts,
including organizational assess-
ments, research, scoring and
change implementation. He also
currently works for The Bama
Companies, Inc., as the community
relations and development officer
where he helps strategically align
the company’s philanthropic giv-
ing, government affairs, inclusion
initiatives and community impact. 

Rocha serves on the boards of the
national Multicultural Foodservice
& Hospitality Alliance, Oklahoma
State Chamber, Oklahoma
Educated Workforce Initiative,
Tulsa Regional Chamber, and
Workforce Tulsa and serves on the
advisory board of the YWCA-
Tulsa. He also serves as an appoint-
ed commissioner to the Greater
Tulsa Area Hispanic Affairs
Commission. 

He received a bachelor’s degree in
management and marketing from
Oklahoma State University and a
Family Office Executive
Certification from Pepperdine
University. 

The Schemmer
Associates Inc.
(Schemmer), a
national full-serv-
ice architecture,
engineering and
planning firm,
announces that
Kyle Williams,
P.E., transportation
engineer, has received his profes-
sional engineering license in the
state of Oklahoma. 

Williams has been in the trans-
portation group at Schemmer for
two years in the Tulsa office. He
specializes in municipal, local gov-
ernment and Oklahoma
Department of Transportation
(ODOT) design work. In addition,
he has project experience with the
Oklahoma Turnpike Authority.

Williams has a Bachelor of
Science in Civil Engineering from
the University of Arkansas. He is a
member of the American Society of
Civil Engineers (ASCE) and the
Civil Engineering Honor Society,
Chi Epsilon, as well as an elected
trustee for the Tulsa Engineering
Foundation.

For more information, visit
www.schemmer.com.

Tulsa Route 66 Main Street has
selected Jessica
Brent to serve as
executive director.

Brent is a former
mobility manage-
ment coordinator
at INCOG and
earned a master’s
degree in archi-
tectural urban
studies from the
University of Oklahoma-Tulsa.
She is a skilled community organ-
izer and communicator with a pas-
sion for event planning and visual
media. Some of her previous proj-
ects, such as Sidewalk Stories,
have helped bring awareness and
action to urban design issues in
Tulsa.

Brent says she is excited to har-
ness the enthusiasm locals have for
Tulsa’s westside to continue grow-
ing the Route 66 corridor.  The
president of Tulsa Route 66 Main
Street is Andrew Haar.

SMG Tulsa, the
m a n a g e m e n t
company of BOK
Center and Cox
Business Center,
named Allie
Thomas 2015
Employee of the
Year. Thomas
serves as an event
coordinator in the Event Services
Department. 

Thomas was recognized for her
dedication to the success of events
at Cox Business Center, including
her work coordinating the 2015
Painted Pony Gala, which is one of
the largest events in the facility
and also the largest fundraiser of
the year for the client, Saint
Francis. Additionally, she took the
initiative to help start a wellness
committee for SMG Tulsa staff
and organized a bike ride across
Oklahoma on stationary bikes to
help spread awareness for Mental
Health suicide-prevention day.

“Allie embodies our SMG Tulsa
mission of being ‘Outrageously
Excellent’ as we relentlessly pur-
sue superior experiences for our
clients, guests and staff. In the past
year she has played an integral role
in the success of events at Cox
Business Center,” says SMG Tulsa
General Manager Jeff Nickler.

The SMG Tulsa Employee of the
Year is voted on by an internal
committee of coworkers who rec-
ognize and award the efforts of
staff members who go above and
beyond the scope of their positions
for clients, guests and vendors. 

The Oklahoma
B u s i n e s s
R o u n d t a b l e
announces that
Ann Ackerman,
Ph.D. is its new
president/CEO.
A c k e r m a n
r e p l a c e s
Oklahoma City
business and com-
munity leader Carl Edwards who
had held the position since
October 2012. 

Ackerman was also a long-term
educator and college administra-
tor. She currently serves on the
boards of the Oklahoma Health
Center Foundation, Annie Oakley
Society, Children’s Hospital Board
of Advocacy, and UCO’s Advisory
Board. Ackerman belongs to
Rotary Club 29 and is past secre-
tary and director. She has served
on the Governor’s Council of
Science and Technology and
chaired the Governor’s Youth
Council and chaired the board of
the American Red Cross of Central
Oklahoma. Her accomplishments
include American Council on
Education Fellow, Leadership
Oklahoma City’s Paragon Award,
The Journal Record’s WOY Circle
of Excellence, and OCCC
Employee Award for Excellence.
She was named one of 50 Most
Powerful Women in Oklahoma for
2012-2014 by Friday, and was one
of The Journal Record’s 2014
Most Admired CEOs.

The Oklahoma Business
Roundtable was founded in 1991
and serves as the state’s key eco-
nomic development support
organization. 

Flintco, LLC,
one of the nation’s
largest commer-
cial construction
companies, is
consolidating the
leadership for its
Oklahoma offices,
naming Dave
Kollmann as the
Central Region
president. In his
new role,
Kollmann will
oversee Flintco’s
Tulsa and
Oklahoma City
offices as well as
Oakridge Builders
and Oakridge
Constructors.

Kollmann has been with Flintco for
23 years, serving as the Tulsa divi-
sion president since 2006. Under his
leadership, the Tulsa office has
grown to one of the company’s
largest and most profitable offices.  

Flintco has also named Richard
Jaggers as the company’s new chief
administrative officer and Trent
Gudgel as in-house general counsel. 

Previously, Jaggers spent 14
years with Balfour Beatty PLC,
most recently serving as senior
vice president and chief financial
officer for Balfour Beatty
Construction U.S. In his new role,
Jaggers will oversee the compa-
ny’s finance, accounting, legal
and risk management teams. He
brings over 25 years of experience
in global, publicly traded con-
struction and manufacturing com-
panies. 

Gudgel brings extensive construc-
tion, commercial, business and real
estate experience to his role as gen-
eral council. He was previously an
attorney and shareholder with Hall,
Estill, Hardwick, Gable, Golden &
Nelson, P.C. in Tulsa.

A graduate of the University of
Oklahoma’s College of Law, Gudgel
is a member of the Oklahoma Bar
Association, the State Bar of Texas,
the American Inns of Court and the
Defense Research Institute. 

Tyler Spradlin, relationship
manager at Yorktown Bank, Matt
Webb, AVP/private banking at
Valley National Bank, and Cody
Wilson, credit risk officer at Valley
National Bank, all in Tulsa, com-
pleted the Oklahoma Bankers
Association Commercial Lending
School in Oklahoma City.

Spradlin, Webb and Wilson were
among 43 graduates of the school,
which was held Feb. 28-Mar. 4 at
the OBA Harris Event Center in
Oklahoma City. 

The OBA Commercial Lending
School, conducted annually, is
designed to prepare bankers to
serve effectively as commercial
loan officers. Students learn about
steps they should take in evaluat-
ing business loan requests, how
businesses are structured and how
to evaluate the management of
business borrowers. 

ROCHA THOMAS KOLLMANN

GUDGEL

ACKERMANWILLIAMS

BRENT

BURNETT INC.:  The Greater Tulsa Home & Garden Show, held
March 10-13 at the River Spirit Expo at Expo Square, was another suc-
cess with more than 500 exhibitors.  Among the exhibitors was Burnett
Inc., a greater Tulsa leader in windows and siding. From left are Scott
Burnett, Kat Davis, Nancy Rardin, Jim Rardin and Ray Duffy.  

GTR Newspapers photo

AIRCO SERVICE, INC.: Jamie Dwyer, left, and Chase Boyce were
among the representatives of Airco, Inc. at the Home and Garden
Show.  Airco is a leader in heating, plumbing, cooling and electrical.

GTR Newspapers photo

HOME AND GARDEN SHOW
REVISITED AT EXPO SQUARE

http://www.schemmer.com
mailto:wyntercalison@cox.net
www.gtrnews.com
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Will Rogers High a One-of-a-Kind Treasure

In a previous column, I discussed
the architecture of Daniel Webster
High School. But
Webster was not
Tulsa’s first sub-
urban high
school. That
a c k n ow l e d g e -
ment belongs to
Will Rogers High
School, 3909 E.
5th Pl., which
opened on Sept.
11, 1939. The
school is now
known as Will
Rogers College
Junior High and
High School.

The site for
Will Rogers was
a rural setting of
32 acres of
grassy cow pas-
ture. (Cattle
grazed in the
immediate area
during construction.) Designed by
architects Joseph Koberling and
Leon B. Senter, the school, at
200,000 square feet, had a capaci-
ty of 1,500 students. It was the
first PWA (Public Works
Administration) project in
Oklahoma and the pride of WPA
(Work Progress Administration).
These two FDR agencies estab-
lished in the depression years of
the 1930s paid 45 percent of the
substantial cost; 55 percent was
paid by our local school district.

The building’s exterior is buff
brick with polished limestone and
terra cotta accents.  Towards the
west end of the front (south) eleva-

tion, the building rises three sto-
ries above the main floor, forming

a small tower.
Below, bronze
lanterns flank the
main entrance
doors while terra
cotta spandrels
interrupt bands of
what were origi-
nally steel win-
dows. Terra cotta
plaques above
these doors are
sculptured in bas
relief. Those on the
west depict Will
Rogers in early and
later life. Those on
the east feature a
boy and a girl
learning.

Upon entering
the main vestibule,
handsome bronze
radiator grills
occur on the left

and right. The main hall of the
school is treated as a fine office
building with terra cotta sheathed
walls, and terrazzo floors.
Ornamental plaster work borders
the ceiling, installed by Percy
Prosser, a well-known sculptor of
the day. Decorating the two main
hallways were 50 giant sepia-
toned prints depicting seven phas-
es of Will Rogers’ life from boy-
hood through his movie career to
his role as ambassador of good
will.

The psychology of color was
incorporated into the interior color
scheme.  Originally classrooms
were all painted in pastels, color-

keyed to learning. Colors were
used to produce moods. Bright
hues were incorporated in science
and math classrooms, and quiet
colors were used for the library. A
five color palate made up the color
scheme which was eventually
adopted as a standard for the whole
school system.

Will Rogers had all the special
spaces deemed important for a
high school in the 1930s.  These
included an indoor pool, metal and
wood shops, various gymnasiums
with spectator seating, a cafeteria
and full kitchen, a spacious
library, and, last but not least, a

vast auditorium complete with bal-
cony and a large lobby with ticket
booth.

The auditorium resembles a lux-
ury theatre. The elaborate stage is
curved and fluted with brass insets
of a fan and floral design in tan
and gold leaf. The proscenium
arch is a rich mixture of floral and
classic figure design and fans and
fountains in gold leaf, terra cotta
red and brass.  Elaborate brass
light fixtures and false balconies
add to a performance atmosphere.
The plaster ceiling is ornate with
painted and stenciled cast plaster
beams.  Dominating the west wall
is a mural by Alex Rindskopf, a
Chicago artist. The James
Greenleaf Wittier verse about
westward expansion is illustrated

with figures of pioneers and
Indians.

Over the years, Rogers has
received various remodels. A free-
standing adult education building
was added at the southeast corner
of the site. Most recently, an ath-
letic field house has been added to
the northwest end of the original
building. But most of the original
building, listed on the National
Register of Historic Places,
appears as originally built
although not without some layers
of wear and repair from 77 years
of hard use. With money for edu-
cation in short supply, Will Rogers
High School in design and detail
will remain a one-of-a-kind archi-
tectural treasure never to be dupli-
cated.

On Architecture

By ROGER COFFEY, AIA

LONG-STANDING SCHOOL: The exterior of Will Rogers College
Junior High and High School, 3909 E. 5th Pl. The 200,000-square-foot
high school was designed by architects Joseph Koberling and Leon B.
Senter, and while the school has undergone renovations and additions
over the years, much of its original structure and features remain intact.

STUNNING AUDITORIUM:
Will Rogers College Junior High
and High School teacher Karen
Miller points out the old-time
organ and architectural features
found in the school’s auditorium.
The high school opened in 1939
and remains a premier example of
art deco architecture at its finest.

EMILY RAMSEY for GTR Newspapers ROSSY GILLE for GTR Newspapers

High School Was First Public Works
Administration Project in Oklahoma

www.cajuned.com
www.whosdrivingyou.org
hardestycde.org


Brookside can be called quintessen-
tially Tulsa with its early Creek
Nation history in the 1800s, then a
landing place for early oil boom town
growth in the early 1900s and finally
becoming a shopping area for gener-
ations of enthusiastic people from the
mid-1900s through today.

The Brookside area began as a part
of the Creek Indian land just south of
Tulsa. This land was granted to the
Creek Nation in 1824. They were
removed from Alabama to Indian
Territory in about 1836. The mixed
blood Creek Nation Perryman family
was one of the first families to settle
in this area and operated the first post
office in 1882 at the home of George
Perryman near what is now 41st and
Trenton. (A marker stands at this site
today.)

Early Brookside was considered to
be along the river from 32nd to 38th
streets and over to Peoria Avenue. Its
boundaries have changed many times
and have settled today on the main
strip along Peoria from 31st to 51st
and from the Arkansas River to
Lewis Ave. The “village” area is con-
centrated along Peoria from 32nd to
41st streets.

Early Development
The “Brookside” name was first

used by Guy Scroggs when he named
his store Brookside Drug in 1940.
The “brook” was presumed to be
Crow Creek named for an early rail-
road president. Scroggs is also credit-
ed with beginning the “friendly
neighborhood atmosphere” prevail-
ing in this area with his policy of
awarding free ice cream to good stu-
dents from nearby Eliot Elementary
School.

City Veterinary Hospital was built
in the Streamline style of Art Deco
architecture in 1942.

Following the end of the Second
World War, another building boom
began which brought a new genera-
tion to the area. 

In this post war era, Brookside
added new businesses:

Dunwell Cleaners, Ralph E.
Johnson was founder, and four gener-
ations of this family operated the
cleaners until the late 1990s when it
was transformed into a restaurant.

Brookside State Bank, the fifth
state bank chartered in Tulsa whose
chairman was Howard G. Barnett.
Today, this is the home of a branch of
the Bank of Oklahoma.

Brookside Yesterday
Brook Theater, a 600-seat movie

theater was famous for its
“Saturday afternoon matinees.”
Since that time, it has served as the
home of the American Theater
Company and then became The
Brook restaurant and bar.

Van’s Hamburgers, opened in the
1950s in the same site as Claude’s
Hamburgers is today.

Lewis Meyer Book Store, a very
favorite place for book lovers locat-
ed north of the Brook Theater; this
space is now incorporated into The
Brook.

Rich’s Furniture Store was at 34th
and Peoria and was a favorite place
to find home furnishings.

During the heyday of the 1950s,
Brookside became a place for high
school students to gather with
friends. This led to the “Restless
Ribbon” where cars packed with

students cruised up and down
Peoria, especially through
Pennington’s Drive-In. Besides see-
ing friends, Pennington’s was
famous for its fried shrimp, French
fries and black bottom pie.

Brookside Today
Today, Brookside provides excel-

lent establishments such as Elmer’s
BBQ, Poseidon Adventures,
Millinda’s Merle Norman,
Sharkey’s Billiards and Bar, and
Cunningham Jewelry and
Appraisals.  (See page 26 for an
article about Cunningham Jewelry.)

Brookside hosts several festivals
throughout the year. Herb Day will
be held Saturday, April 9 and
Brookside Rumble & Roll on
Thursday, June 2.
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Brookside Continues as a Tulsa Destination

BROOKSIDE BUSINESS: Son Jeff and father Jim Stunkard, business
partners with Purple Glaze, sit inside their Brookside location, 3303 S.
Peoria Ave.   The business caters to a wide range of customers, ages and
levels of artistic ability.

EMILY RAMSEY for GTR Newspapers

scubatulsa.com
elmersbbq.com
www.sharkysonbrookside.com
www.cunninghamfinejewelry.com


www.shopsofsevilletulsa.com
mailto:j.don.ross@raymondjames.com
raymondjames.com/jdrossfinancialservices
ymcatulsa.org
mailto:eatingetc@yahoo.com
www.cafesevilletulsa.com
winkoptique.com
www.spiffyscleaners.com
www.donnasfashions.com
aaa.com
www.thebistroatseville.com
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CENTRAL BANK GTR COMMUNITY CALENDAR•MARCH 27 TO APRIL 30

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

27 28 3029 1 231

5 7

14

Tulsa Drillers, Roughnecks Return to ONEOK Field In April

20 2319

March April

17 18

3 4 6

12

2625

15

2221

10

27 3024

TULSA OILERS
vs. Colorado
7 p.m.
For more info.,
visit tulsaoilers.com

TULSA OILERS
vs. Colorado
7 p.m.
For more info.,
visit tulsaoilers.com

TULSA OILERS
vs.Wichita
7 p.m.
For more info.,
visit tulsaoilers.com

9

We offer Health 
Savings Accounts

More Bank for your Buck.

New Name. Same Bank

28

13

29

8

11 16

RODGERS AND
HAMMERSTEIN’S
CINDERELLA
Celebrity Attractions
March 29 – April 3 
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

STEEL MAGNOLIAS
The Playhouse Tulsa

7:30 p.m. • April 1-2
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

7:30 p.m. • April 1-2
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

STEEL MAGNOLIAS
The Playhouse Tulsa
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.myticketoffice.com for tickets.

STEEL MAGNOLIAS
The Playhouse Tulsa
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.myticketoffice.com for tickets.

JESSICA LANG DANCE
Choregus Productions
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

ANCE

yticketoffice.com for tickets.

GEN. KEITH
ALEXANDER
OSU Tulsa Business Forum
10 a.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

ulsa Business Forum

FIDDLER ON THE ROOF
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

OOF

yticketoffice.com for tickets.

FIDDLER ON THE ROOF
Theatre Tulsa
2 & 8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

OOF

yticketoffice.com for tickets.

FIDDLER ON THE ROOF
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

OOF

myticketoffice.com for tickets.

FIDDLER ON THE ROOF
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

OOF

myticketoffice.com for tickets.

WHY TORTURE IS
WRONG, AND THE PEOPLE
WHO LOVE THEM
Theatre Pops
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

EOPLE
WHY TORTURE IS
WRONG, AND THE PEOPLE
WHO LOVE THEM
Theatre Pops
8 p.m. • April 22-23
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

EOPLE
STAR TREK: THE
ULTIMATE VOYAGE
35 Concerts
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

WHY TORTURE IS
WRONG, AND THE PEOPLE
WHO LOVE THEM
Theatre Pops
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

EOPLE FIDDLER ON THE ROOF
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

OOF

yticketoffice.com for tickets.

FIDDLER ON THE ROOF
Theatre Tulsa
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

OOF

myticketoffice.com for tickets.

JUDY COLLINS IN CONCERT
Woody Guthrie Center
7 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

ONCERT

myticketoffice.com for tickets.

FIDDLER ON THE ROOF
Theatre Tulsa
2 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

OOF

myticketoffice.com for tickets.

FIDDLER ON THE ROOF
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

OOF

myticketoffice.com for tickets.

FIDDLER ON THE ROOF
Theatre Tulsa
8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

OOF

myticketoffice.com for tickets.

BILLY ELLIOT: THE
MUSICAL
Theatre Tulsa
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

BILLY ELLIOT: THE
MUSICAL
Theatre Tulsa
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

FIDDLER ON THE ROOF
Theatre Tulsa
2 & 8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

OOF

myticketoffice.com for tickets.

FIDDLER ON THE ROOF
Theatre Tulsa
2 & 8 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

OOF

myticketoffice.com for tickets.

BROWN BAG IT: BARRON
RYAN
PAC Trust
12:10 p.m.
This event is FREE.

RODGERS AND
HAMMERSTEIN AT THE
MOVIES
Tulsa Symphony
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

AMMERSTEIN AT THE

DREAMS WORLD
Oklahoma Performing Arts
7:30 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

Oklahoma Performing Arts

JOHN MELENCAMP
Brady Theater
7 p.m.
Visit bradytheater.com for more
information.

TORI KELLY
Brady Theater
7 p.m.
Visit bradytheater.com for info.

HALESTORM
Brady Theater
7 p.m.
Visit bradytheater.com for more
information.

SUNDAY CONCERT
SERIES
Oklahoma Jazz Hall of Fame
5 p.m.
Visit okjazz.org for
more information. SESAME STREET LIVE:

MAKE A NEW FRIEND
BOK Center
10:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.
Visit bokcenter.com for more
information. SESAME STREET LIVE:

MAKE A NEW FRIEND
BOK Center
10:30 a.m., 2 & 5:30 p.m.
Visit bokcenter.com for more
information.

CIRQUE DU
SOLEIL
BOK Center
1:30 & 5
p.m.
Visit bokcenter.com for
more information.

SESAME STREET LIVE:
MAKE A NEW FRIEND
BOK Center
10:30 a.m.
Visit bokcenter.com for more
information.

ZACH BROWN BAND
BOK Center
7 p.m.
Visit bokcenter.com for more
information.

COMEDY’S BEST KEPT
SECRET TOUR
The Shrine
7 p.m.
Visit comedysbestkeptsecret.com
for more information.

BROWNIES 5K/ FUN
ROOT BEER RUN
Cascia Hall West Field
12:30 – 3:30 p.m.
Call 918-906-4430 for info.

JUSTIN BIEBER
BOK Center
7 p.m.
Visit bokcenter.com for more
information.

COLLEGE FAIR
University of Tulsa Reynolds
Center
6 – 7:30 p.m.
Call 918-481-1111 for more
information.

MUSEUM BABIES
Gilcrease Museum
10:30 – 11:30 a.m.
Visit gilcrease.org for more
information.

OIL & GAS IN THE 21ST
CENTURY CONFERENCE
Gilcrease Museum
8:30 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Visit gilcrease.org for more
information.

OUTCRY
BOK Center
6:30 p.m.
Visit bokcenter.com for more

information. BARRY MANILOW
BOK Center
7:30 p.m.
Visit bokcenter.com for more
information.
TULSA’S BEST
STORYTELLER FINALS
IDL Ballroom
7 p.m.
Call 918-551-7447 for more
information.

CARRIE UNDERWOOD
BOK Center
7 p.m.
Visit bokcenter.com for more
information. SPRING ARTS & CRAFTS

AND BUSINESS EXPO
St. Augustine Catholic Church
11 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Visit staugustine-tulsa.org for
more information.

AMY SCHUMER
BOK Center
8 p.m.
Visit bokcenter.com for more
information.
GEORGE GERSHWIN'S
“PORGY AND BESS”
TCC Van Trease PACE
7:30 p.m.
Visit tulsacc.edu for more
information.

POWERSHARES
SERIES TENNIS

BOK Center
7 p.m.

Visit bokcenter.com for
more information.

YONDER MOUNTAIN
STRING BAND
Cains Ballroom
8 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.com for
more information.

DR. DOG
Cains Ballroom
8 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.com for
more information.

DRIVE BY TRUCKERS
Cains Ballroom
7 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.com for
more information.

MELANIE MARTINEZ:
CRY BABY TOUR
Cains Ballroom
7:30 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.com for
more information.

BLACKBERRY SMOKE
Cains Ballroom
8:30 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.com for
more information.

THE DEL MCCOURY
BAND
Cains Ballroom
8:30 p.m.
Visit cainsballroom.com for
more information.

RATTLESNAKE ROUNDUP
Okeene, Oklahoma
April 21-24
Visit okeenesnakehunt.com for
more information.

LILY TOMLIN
Broken Arrow PAC
7:30 p.m.
Visit brokenarrowpac.com for
more information.

GERMANFEST
German-American
Society of Tulsa
April 29 – May 1
Visit gastulsa.org for more
information.

CRAFT CIRCLE
Martin Regional Library
10 – 11 a.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more
information.

BOOKS SANDWICHED IN
Oklahoma Methodist Manor
10 – 11 a.m.
Georgia Snoke reviews "The 
Traitor's Wife" by Allison Pataki.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more
information.

MAD SCIENCE
MONDAY

Schusterman-Benson
Library

4 – 4:45 p.m.
Visit
tulsalibrary.org
for more

information.

GREAT DECISIONS: THE
UNITED NATIONS
Broken Arrow South Library
12:30 – 2:30 p.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for more
information.

MS PUBLISHER 101
Hardesty Regional Library
6 – 8 p.m.
This class is for adults.Visit
tulsalibrary.org for more
information.

KNITWITS KNITTING
GROUP
Librarium
10 – 11 a.m.
Visit tulsalibrary.org for info.

ZACH: ZARROW ART
CLASSES FOR
HOMESCHOOL
Zarrow Center
for Art &
Education
10 – 11:30
a.m.
Visit gilcrease.org
for more information.

UNION GOLF BOOSTER
CLUB TOURNAMENT
The Club at Indian Springs
11:30 a.m.
Contact brettrehorn@gmail.com
for more information or to
register.

I CAN’T DANCE WITH
TULSA BALLET
Thomas K. McKeon Center for
Creativity, TCC
12 – 12:45 p.m.
Visit tulsacc.edu for info.

DIE LAUGHING
IMPROVISATION
Thomas K. McKeon Center for
Creativity, TCC
8 – 9:30 p.m.
Visit tulsacc.edu for more
information.

BRYAN ADAMS
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
8 p.m.
Visit hardrockcasinotulsa.com
for more information.

FILM
SCREENING
WITH
DIRECTOR
SONJA
SCHENK
Thomas K. McKeon Center for
Creativity, TCC
12 – 12:45 p.m.
Visit tulsacc.edu for more
information.

Q&A WITH A
NATUROPATHIC
PROVIDER AND
ACUPUNCTURIST
Cancer Treatment Centers of
America, Tulsa 
6 – 7 p.m.
Visit cancercenter.com for more
information.

TULSA GARDEN CLUB
MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Tulsa Garden Center 
10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Visit tulsagardenclub.org for info.

Ask us about ID
Fraud Protection

PETER RABBIT TALES
PAC Trust
7 p.m.
myticketoffice.com for tickets.

ALES

myticketoffice.com for tickets.

SANDI PATTY: THE
FAREWELL TOUR
Mabee Center
7 – 9 p.m.
Visit mabeecenter.com for more
information.

ART EXPLORATIONS
Gilcrease Museum
10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Visit gilcrease.org for more
information.

MUSEUM BABIES
Gilcrease Museum
10:30 – 11:30 a.m.
Visit gilcrease.org for

more information.

DRAWING ON MEMORIES
Gilcrease Museum
10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Visit www.alz.org/oklahoma for
more information.

TU PAUL BUCK
MEMORIAL LECTURE:
RESEARCH ON NATIVE
MEDICINAL PLANTS
Lorton Performance Center
7 – 8:30 p.m.
Visit utulsa.edu for more
information.

WOMEN OF TOMORROW
Greenwood Cultural Center
4:45 – 6 p.m.
Visit greenwoodculturalcenter.com
for more information.

MUMFORD & SONS
BOK Center
7 p.m.
Visit bokcenter.com for more
information.

Free small business checking

TULSA ROUGHNECKS
vs. Swope Park Rangers
7 p.m.
For more information,
visit tulsaroughnecksfc.com

TULSA DRILLERS
vs. Corpus Christi
7:05 p.m. • April 14-16
Visit www.tulsadrillers.com
for more information

TULSA DRILLERS
vs. San Antonio
1:05 p.m.
Visit www.tulsadrillers.com
for more information

TULSA DRILLERS
vs. San Antonio
7:05 p.m.
Visit www.tulsadrillers.com
for more information

TULSA DRILLERS
vs. Arkansas
7:05 p.m.
Visit www.tulsadrillers.com
for more information

TULSA DRILLERS
vs.Arkansas • April 26-28
7:05 p.m.
Visit www.tulsadrillers.com
for more information

mailto:brettrehorn@gmail.com
http://www.alz.org/oklahoma
http://www.tulsadrillers.com
http://www.tulsadrillers.com
http://www.tulsadrillers.com
http://www.tulsadrillers.com
http://www.tulsadrillers.com
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REGIONAL NEWS

Recognizing Jenks Teachers of the Year
(Continued from page 16)

when Bennett was in preschool, that the
school’s director asked Smith to serve as a
substitute teacher. 

“This, to me, was an incredibly frighten-
ing thought. How would I do with a room
full of kids?” she says. “Well, it was then
and there that I found my love for teaching.
It felt so natural, as if it was what I was
meant to do.”

Smith then returned to school and earned
her bachelor’s degree in early childhood
education from Northeastern State
University. All of her teaching years have
been spent at Jenks East Elementary and all
of her years have been spent teaching second
grade, with her last four years in the school’s
second grade Dual Language program.

“These kids are inquisitive, creative and
imaginative,” she says of her second grade
students. “They are risk takers, problem
solvers and are becoming lifelong learners.

“It is my privilege to witness this taking
place in my classroom every day, and it is
my obligation as an educator to continue to
facilitate and foster that.”

Jenks Southeast Elementary’s Teacher of
the Year Lori Bagby believes that teaching
was the path that she was always meant to
take.

A 37-year teacher, Bagby got an early
start playing “teacher” in her family’s
basement, using stuffed animals as her stu-
dents.

She recognized early on her love for

teaching – a love that was only reinforced
throughout her school years with a number
of “favorite teachers who encouraged me
to follow my dreams,” she says. “The
teachers that I found memorable were the
ones that made learning fun and believed
in me.”

Bagby has taught both first and second
grade with Jenks Public Schools since
1987 and currently teaches second grade.

With her many years in the school dis-
trict, she has also had occasions where she
has taught the children of her former stu-
dents, and currently in a classroom next

door to hers is a teacher who is a former
first grade student of Bagby’s. 

Bagby recognizes the importance of
embracing her students and their unique
assets as well as fostering communication
with parents in order to best affect her stu-
dents.

“My classroom has a  warmth that gen-
erates from encouragement, mutual
respect and positivity,” Bagby says. “I
want to give my students the skills and
tools they need to succeed and the confi-
dence to embrace their own dreams in the
future.”

STUDENT SAVES FATHER’S LIFE

QUICK THINKING: Jenks West Elementary student Ayden Mitchell holds the “Special
Hero Award” that he received in March from the Tulsa Police Department. Corporal
Andrew MacKenzie presented the award to Mitchell, who is nine years old, because of
this quick thinking in calling 911 and family members when his father, Dennis Mitchell,
left, suffered a brain aneurysm in November at AMC Southroads 20 theater.

ROSSY GILLE for GTR Newspapers

shouterspirit.com
southwoodgardencenter.com
osuintulsa.com
osuintulsa.com



