N » . -
-~

1Y ] Mo . k

A

LOCAL NEWS // LOCAL PEOPLE // FAITH // EVENTS // RECIPES

FRANKLIN COUNTY

Operation
. Christmas
Child

\A A Local shoehoxes

~ Legacy hold hope

Toy drive keeps for the
F memory of o
" Landynand community
: Levi alive

<
NOELIE, AUDREY,
JENNIFER, AND
BRYSON ARNAUD




'« EMERGENCY

Chest Pain Center
4 Main Entrance
4 Outpatient Entrance
<= Visitor Parking
4 Wound Care

4 Receiving
(Cedar Lane)

Vanderbilt physicians
when you need us most.

Vanderbilt Health is closer than ever.

Accidents, sudden illnesses—we're all vulnerable to the unexpected. You can count
on Vanderbilt physicians, nurses and staff at Vanderbilt Tullahoma-Harton Hospital's
emergency department. When you or a loved one needs emergency care, our

exceptional team is here. It's part of our commitment to making health care personal.

Vanderbilt Tullahoma-Harton Hospital

VANDERBILT HEALTH

VanderbiltTullahomaHartonHospital.com

1801 North Jackson Street - Tullahoma, TN 37388 - 931-393-3000




- g7y New Listings Available.

Call Us Today!

r

Pending

Prestige

(931) 967-4321

108 Allen Dr., Winchester, TN 310 4th Ave. NW, Winchester, TN 127 Market St. E, Fayetteville, TN
$197,500 $204,900 $210,000
Call: Pam Peck 931-580-8321 Call: Pam Peck 931-580-8321 Call: Connie Wallace 931-808-0086

Motivated Seller

404 Lynchburg Rd., Winchester, TN 746 Stratton Rd., Huntland, TN 136 Miller Rd., Belvidere, TN 167 Mountain Memories Ln,
$349,999 $379,900 $399,900 Monteagle, TN
Call: Pam Peck 931-580-8321 Call: David Janke 615-473-9518 Call: Pam Peck 931-580-8321

$399,900
Call: Pam Peck 931-580-8321

Lake Views Motivated Seller

- e

306 Eastbrook Rd., Estill Springs, TN 32 Driftwood Ct. Lot 408, 219 0ld Mill Rd., Winchester, TN

$499,700 Winchester, TN $669,900
Call: Victoria Hinson 615-945-6013  $499,900

Call: Pam Peck 931-580-8321

590 Franklin Heights Dr.,

Winchester, TN
Call: Pam Peck 931-580-83211 $999,900

Call: Pam Peck 931-580-8321

We are now Century 21 Prestige

“Our listings are selling FAST!!!
We need more Sellers!!!

P Pect

Managing Agent

1810 Sharp Springs Rd. | Winchester, TN 37398
Office: 931-967-4321 | Pam: 931-580-8321 | pampeckc21@gmail.com

-



BLACK FRIDAY 3

dGOINGIONINOWES

Buy One, Get One 40% Off

of equal or lesser value

Sale Ends November 30*" - Prices subject to change
l}r“ g 7

v

&

Come Shop Our New Christmas Decor

'

DEEP
DISCOUNTS

throughout

| Great Selection of Mattressé;
the store

n Stock With Adjustable Bases l

Don’t miss out on our
LAST CHANCE CLEARANCE ITEMS!

FREg
Delive,y

203 South Main Ave. « Fayetteville, TN | www.Norman-Furniture.com N | (931) 433-2582



Medical School:
Lincoln Memorial University
Harrogate, TN

Residency:
Tripler Army Medical Center
Honolulu, HI

Welcome

Mallory Reeves, DO

Pediatrics

Southern Tennessee Pediatrics
1606 McArthur St.
Manchester, TN 37355

Specializes in:
= School and camp physicals = Acute and chronic illnesses
= Sports physicals = Immunizations and vaccines
= General and pediatric care = Pediatric mental health
= Well and sick child visits

Welcoming new patients

Appointments may be made by calling
931.723.2036

REGIONAL HEALTH SYSTEM
WINCHESTER

\ SOUTHERN TENNESSEE
) -

SouthernTnWinchester.com




IN THIS ISSUE

DECEMBER 2022

CONTENTS

Letter from the Editor: 10
Tis the season

GOOD NEWS

The phase of change 14
FullMoon Healing project
shines the light on trauma.

Testing the limits 18
Eric Taylor challenges local athletes
to become their best,
inside and out.

A chorus of community 22
Winchester Community Choir
welcomes all walks of life.

GOOD LIVING

Legacy in motion 28
Toy drive keeps memory of Landyn
and Levi alive.

The school that helped 34
to build a community
Townsend Cultural Center

remembers its roots.

6 // DECEMBER 2022 GOOD NEWS FRANKLIN COUNTY



The spirit of giving;
the spirit of living
Give the gift of Christmas.

Songs for the season
Annual Festival of Lessons and Carols
brings history to the community.

The first voice and song

over the radio on a Holy Night
brought peace in wartime.
The weary world still rejoices with a
Christmas favorite.

GOOD TIMES

A kickoff to Christmas
The 58th Annual Cowan
Christmas Parade rings in
the holiday season.
Community Events
Events Calender

Advertiser Index

?/Ooa/mémgéf @ sty abeve,

@ é[m&%’% a/ﬁcp&
and love. (7 Blessed

Ohnistoras o you!”

Syg%umwcgp lives,

stories,

& Mﬁﬂgy hearts

one familyat a time.

- - N -

RECOGNIZED AND HONORED AS FRANKLIN COUNTY'S FINEST FUNERAL HOME,
THANK YOU FOR PLACING YOUR TRUST IN US FOR OVER A CENTURY.

;@e%mm%w

Moore—Cortner
Funeral Home

300 First Avenue N.W.
Winchester, Tennessee 37398
www.moorecortner.com 931-967-2222



Quantities are limited.
Grab your copy at
one of these businesses!

1st Choice Loans LLC

Animal Care Center

Badcock Corporation

Barrel House BBQ

Bennetts Pharmacy

Burls Termite & Pest Control
Citizens Community Bank
City of Decherd

Clarks Home Solutions LLC

Danley Heating and Air Conditioning
Elk River Health & Nursing

Estill Monument Company

First Community Bank of Tennessee
First Community Financial Services
Franklin County Paint

Franklin Farmers Coop

Franklin Manor

Grant Funeral Services

Hangers Flooring

Jack Daniel Employees’ Credit Union
LTS Construction LLC

Lynch Rigsby Realty and Auction
Lynchburg Funeral Home

Lynchburg Nursing Center

Moore Cortner Funeral Home
Mountain View Construction Supply
Russell Barnett Automotive Family
Sheriff Tim Fuller

Southern TN Reg Health System
Sunrise

Swann Equipment Co.

Swiss Pantry

Teddy’s Lawnmower Sales and Service
Tims Ford Powersports - 120532
V.R. Williams & Co.

Winchester Family Dentistry
Woodards Market

Exchange



One Click, Best Price
If Anyone Gan, Stan Gan

NEW chevys NEW Jeeps Pre-Owned
L & E! 2 x::@!?:i wiklel
“@"ﬁ‘fw e 2§ Mﬁ i g%g« “{ﬁ
B Sk i

Over 300 Pre-Owned Vehicles Available to View At
stanmcnabbchevy.com and stanmcnabbcdj.com!

CALL US TODAY! %\meb

Chevrolet Buick GMC = 931-325-0025
Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram = 931-928-1800

Due to ad deadline some vehicles may have sold. All prices plus tax, title & license inclu




WELCOME TO GOOD NEWS
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

Tis the season

Like snow and decorative lights, Good News is in the air.

yoooooOOooooOOoouuuUUUuuu.” Can you hear it
already? It’s that time of year once again. A time of year when
a heated blanket feels like a hug. Every inch of the warmth
feels like therapy from head to toe. Marshmallows swirl in
the steaming hot chocolate on the end table. The vintage vinyl
Christmas record is playing on the record player with a nice
backup from the crackling wood fireplace.

Family members fly back to the state of Tennessee from coast
to coast, ready to sit around lights on the Christmas tree. Volun-
teers wrap gifts for the community. Schools release an all-call to
parents letting them know that school is out for the season; then
students (and teachers) get a much-needed break. We may or may
not get snow on Christmas day, but I hope we get the peaceful
solitude and love that it always brings.

This holiday season, we want to highlight those in the com-
munity who help raise the bar for everyone to enjoy Christmas.
They have stories of love, lifting spirits, and second chances. Like

the reds and greens and string lights this season, Good
News is everywhere. If this time of year isn't for you,
it’s okay never to hit play on Mariah Carey. It’s
okay not to spend money on decorations in the
yard. All we ask is that you share love, posi-
tivity, and Good News with our community.
From your editor, Good News magazine,
and Exchange Media Group, we wish you a
Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays. We
hope you have a joyful conclusion to your year,
and we hope you help us spread joy to the world.

Wesley Bryant, ; 5

MANAGING EDITOR
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in Franklin County who would
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Thank you for reading
Good News!

“Love this publication! | learn
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with each issue. [The] magazine
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Share your thoughts on
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It could be featured in the
next issue!

What do you think
about the magazine?

Scan withyour
smartphone’s camera.

Do you enjoy Good News?
Let us know what you think!
Follow us and leave a re-
view on Facebook. Search
Good News Franklin County
or send a letter to the editor:
goodnews@goodnewsmags.com
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The phase of change

FullMoon Healing project shines the light on trauma
By Kali Bates // Photography by Brooke Snyder

HE MOON goes through several different

phases... eight to be exact. During the new moon
phase, it’s almost completely dark due to the illuminated
side facing away from Earth. During the full moon, it
reflects so much light that it can make viewing parts of
the night sky challenging.

Sometimes in life, we go dark. So dark that we hide
our illumination and we cannot be seen. Then there are
other times when we shine so bright that we illuminate
all that is around us. While the moon at times cannot
be seen as a whole, it’s still intact and beautiful, and
important in all its phases just as we are. We just have
to learn to let the light shine in where it can during
these phases.

The FullMoon Healing Project is one group help-
ing others get through dark phases and letting the light
shine through. The group recently launched in March

and, according to its mission statement, is dedicated to
the highest degree of advocating for those trauma sur-
vivors needing a voice. They work to empower the com-
munity with strength, energy, and healing.

A DREAM IN THE MIDST OF SURVIVAL
The founder of the FullMoon Project is Desiree Mullis.
She is a ball of energy who truly illuminates everything
around her. She works tirelessly to be a good wife,

mother, and advocate.

While now seeing her dream become a reality, its be-
ginning takes place during a very dark time for Mullis.
She is a survivor of domestic violence, sexual assault, and
trafficking. As early as the age of 10, she began to endure
the unimaginable that would take her years to overcome.

“I have had this dream from about the age of 10,
which is when everything started happening. I started

GOOD NEWS FRANKLIN COUNTY
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GOOD NEWS

dabbling in drugs when I was about 16 years

old. And then it just got worse and worse
and worse. But even during that time, I just
always felt drawn to help people, or to be in
a position to be able to change my outlook.”

Even at a young age, Mullis knew that
someday she would get to the other side. Af-
ter pursuing a career in nursing and criminal
justice, Mullis put things on hold to take
care of her children and remove herself from
the turbulent relationship she was in.

“I filed for divorce and got an or-
der of protection,” she said. “I went
through an entity in town that said
that they would go to court with me to
be what they call a ‘victim’s advocate.’
They helped me fill out the order of
protection. And while that was great, I
just felt like there needed to be more.
We needed to do more for survivors.”

She mentioned the idea of starting a
nonprofit for trauma survivors to her hus-
band Michael. As a survivor and combat
veteran with PTSD, he loved the idea and
wanted to help her get the ball rolling. The
couple came in contact with Alan Burnett
at the Franklin County Prevention Coali-
tion, and she pitched the idea with interest
shown from Burnett. However, two years
would pass before Desiree would run into
Burnett again, but this time the meeting
would be fruitful.

“He told me that he remembered
me and what we talked about,” she ex-
plained. “I didn't hear from him for a
couple of weeks, but then he called me

16 // DECEMBER 2022

and said he had pitched the idea to Eric
Vanzant with Campora. We set up a
meeting to get the ball rolling and met
on March 21 of this year. We have abso-
lutely exploded. It's just grown so much

bigger than I ever imagined.”

GETTING TO WORK
Desiree’s organization provides clothing,
food assistance, gas assistance and trans-

portation, and helps survivors apply for
assistance. Additionally, the organization
assists with interview skills and applying
for work.

“We also do quarterly community heal-
ing days,” she said. “Every service that we
offer at those community healing days is
absolutely free to the community, and you
do not have to be a survivor to attend. It's
just a way for us to bring our community
together and raise awareness for the stigma
that surrounds trauma survivors.”

'The organization has hosted events that
include a walk-a-thon, job fair/skills day,
and gala dinner. Each month, they also
host a number of events that are available
to the community.

Desiree added that she is an in-
mate advocate.

“If they need to facilitate a DCS (De-
partment of Children Services) meeting or
a mental health evaluation, we help them
facilitate that. That way when they get out
we're giving them the tools necessary to live
a healthier and more productive lifestyle,”
she explained.

GOOD NEWS FRANKLIN COUNTY
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Desiree said they also assist in Moral
Reconation Therapy (MRT) therapy. MRT
is an effective systematic, cognitive-behav-
ioral approach that treats a wide range of
issues including substance abuse, domestic
violence, trauma, parenting, job skills, and
other issues.

WE HEAR YOU
Desiree said that the nonprofit would not
be possible without her dedicated board
and staff, along with the community.

“We would not be where we are to-
day without the community's help. They
have stepped up in ways that I never
thought possible,” she said.

While life has not been easy for De-
siree, she knows her dark phases are now
bringing light to not only herself but to
fellow survivors.

“If T had not gone through every-
thing that I have, I may not be able to
help people know that they're not alone,”
she said. “I see you, I hear you, and I am
you’ is our slogan. Our survivors need to
know that there's somebody there that
understands and didn't just read a book
but truly understands. I am thankful for
everything that I've gone through in my
life. I use it to make sure that I can give
back to our communities and to help
people thrive and heal. We're all about
healing... whatever that looks like.” GN

To donate or learn more about the FullMoon
Project, visit thefullmoonhealing. wixsite.com.
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Testing the limits

Eric Taylor challenges local athletes to become their best,
inside and out.

By Kali Bates // Photography by Brooke Snyder

HEY SAY you can take the man out of the small

town, but you can't take the small town out of the
man. This would seem to be the case for Franklin County
native Eric Taylor.

In 2001, Taylor graduated from Franklin County
High School. At the edge of the city limits of Decherd,
the world was eagerly waiting to call Taylor to come out
to be a part of it. And a part of it he was. After a suc-
cessful football career at the University of Memphis, he
would continue to advance with a professional football
career that would span more than a decade.

What would come next for Taylor would be some-
what of a surprise but also a seemingly inevitable next
step after being a professional athlete. He had been
called to return to his small town—the very one he had
been so eager to leave. However predictable or surprising
the outcome, Taylor knew there was a reason.

“Pve always been told [that] you have to leave to be
successful,” he said. “I was fortunate enough to go to
school in Memphis. It was a big culture shock for me,
but it helped me grow as a man. Growing as a person—
you know—ryou have to get away. But if you come back,
that’s ok. I was able to go and play college ball and was
blessed enough to play professionally and then have the
opportunity to come back home. My children were born
my last year in professional sports. I was still playing in
Canada. When I retired, there were different places 1
could have started my businesses, but home kept calling,
and I just felt like I could come home and do something
good for our community.”

GROWING THE DREAM
Upon moving back home, Taylor got his start at Elite

Energy. He went to work helping to shape and condition
student-athletes in the area.

GOOD NEWS FRANKLIN COUNTY
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“Elite served as a home for my facility. They allowed

me to use space in their gym. I focused and continue to
focus on sports performance: speed, agility, strength, and
body movements that every young athlete should have,”
explained Taylor.

Taylor grew his business at Elite Energy, but after
five years he began to see that more space was needed for
his business. He needed a bigger area to train and more
freedom to expand his vision.

“I was at Elite Energy for five and a half years,” he
said. “I am very grateful for those people. They gave me
my first facility, as I used a third of their building. They
allowed me to build my brand. It was a good relation-
ship, but it was time for me to find my own.”

Almost three years later, Taylor said he is finally home
and enjoys working with the athletic youth of Franklin
County, challenging them to be better both physically
and mentally.

“In life, you are going to fall down,” he said. “You've
always got to get back up. In here, you will fail some-
times, but you come in here the next day and try to do
it over. I do use the facility or forum to reach the child
or adult in the aspect of ‘be better’ in life. Be a better
brother, be a better sister, be a better mother, be a better
father—just be a better human being. I work on that ev-
ery single day. 'm not perfect, but I try. What I tell my
kids is that I try to live that every day.”

A NEW AGE OF TRAINING
Looking back fondly on his time as a young athlete, Tay-
lor said he wished he would have had something like this
to help him grow both mentally and physically.

“My friends and I always talk about how much bet-
ter we would have been had we had a place like this,”
he said. "For us, it came from watching television. We
didn’t have YouTube or the internet, so we watched it
live and then watched the highlights on ESPN. I can

remember going out on a gravel basketball court and

saying that I was Chris Webber or Charles Barkley and
then trying to mimic what I saw them doing. That’s
how I learned to play.”

Having the opportunity to provide such a place for
the youth of Franklin county, he hopes to give athletes
the tools they need to grow and succeed.

“I am most proud of being able to help our youth,
guide our youth, and show them a guideline of what they
need to do to be successful,” said Taylor. “I've never taken
credit for a kid going to state or going to college. They
are the ones that put in the work. They sweat. They cry.
But I'm just a guideline.”

He also adds that being this guideline is what has
been his biggest accomplishment and surprise.

“[The biggest surprise] is the impact that I have had
on a lot of children’s lives,” he said. “There have been a
lot of kids who have gone on to the next level, and they
still thank me to this day when they see me. That was the
thing I wanted to do when I first got started, and that
has been the biggest surprise.”

CHALLENGING THE FUTURE
Taylor has plans for growth that include more room, more

athletes, and more involvement from the community.

“I would hope to have a bigger facility as far as a
bigger following and more support from others around
that are interested in doing something like this,” he ex-
plained. “My partner, Jerome Thompson, does baseball.
He did baseball in college. He and his wife moved here
about 10 years ago. We want to grow something special.
We want to keep growing and keep building. We want
to build a spot where people want to come... wheth-
er they are athletes, adults, a teen night, even Monday
night football.”

Taylor welcomes all athletes to come and reach their

full potential at The Academy. GN

For more information, contact Taylor by email at
ericwtaylor81@yahoo.com or by calling (931) 273-6758.
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CUSTOM STEEL BUILDINGS

LIFETIME METAL ROOFING, SHAKE SIDING
VINYL SIDING WINDOWS GARAGE DOORS

Over 30+ Colors Avallable

Financing available! ﬂ
Check us out on Facebook!

Clark's Home Solutions, LLC
792 David Crockett Hwy., Winchester, TN 37398

Easy repayment,
tailored to your budget C

Approval in minutes! Ih] @ I] C @
Loans

nal Loans $100 - #1000

Locally Owned « Manager - Charles Wilhoite « Lori Henley

107 N. Porter St. Suite 7 (Across from Bates Associated Grocery)
www.Istchoiceloansllc.com « 931-327-2117

L0

AND STONEWORK
www.landllandscaping.com

All Things
Landscaping

Tree Trimming
& Removal

Retalnlng Walls

Concrete
Driveways

Flag Stone
Text or Call Decks

GOOD NEWS FRANKLIN COUNTY

Snoring or Sleep Apnea?

Call for an oral appliance solution!

« Implants
- Sedation Dentistr

Most Insurances Accepted

S— 931.967.4143
WINCHESTER 1741 Bypass Road
Family Dentistry Winchester, TN

winchesterfamilydentistrytn.com

Meet Sandra Thomas

I'm your local advertising
representative. I'll help you use
Good News to grow your business.

Call me at (931) 308-7898.
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A chorus of community

Winchester Community Choir welcomes all walks of life.

HAT DO you get when you bring a

group of Presbyterians, Methodists,
Baptists, Nazarenes, and Mennonites
together to sing? A breathtaking group of
voices singing songs of inspiration for all
to hear.

'This variety of denominations are a
part of the Winchester Civic Choir. The
group officially formed last year thanks to a
small group of determined individuals who
wanted to create a musical group that wel-
comed anyone to sing. Fighting through
the uncertainty of COVID, the group has
come out victorious and is now 65 mem-
bers strong and looking to bring the joy of

music to the community.

By Kali Bates // Photos provided by Christopher Smith

WHEN THE GOING
GETS TOUGH...
COVID was an uncertain time for every-

one, but there was still hope. That hope for
the Winchester Civic Choir came in the
form of director Christopher Smith. He
sang in an outdoor performance at the First
United Methodist Church in Winchester.
From that performance, talks began of
starting a community choir.

“Wanda [Spencer] had reached out to
me about singing with a group at an out-
door service,” said Smith. “I came and we
discussed that Tullahoma had a civic choir
that several locals once participated in. We
were really excited about potentially get-

ting past COVID and doing something to
bring people together. Church choirs and
community choirs were almost a thing of
the past at that point. We were really wor-
ried that it wouldn't be pulled off because
COVID showed back up. But we started in
August 2021. We had about 55 members
in the first group. We've grown 15% this
year, and we are just shy of 70 [members],
I believe.”

UNTAPPED TALENT
Smith said that since the group’s beginning,

it has unearthed a wealth of local talent.
“I think the beautiful thing about the
whole group is that there are so many tal-

A Front row kneeling: Jenna Shetler, Sheri Smith, Pam Brown, Bari Beth Lowndes Ashley Perham, Steve Cagley, Mendy Carlson
First row standing: Christopher Smith, Wayne Orr, Ellen Steadman, Patty Whitaker, Helen Stewart, Jennifer Smith, Mary Bennette, Emmogene Alexander, Denise Miller,

Jennifer Jackson, Emily Pickett, Charlotte Miller

Second row: Peggy Flynt, Clara Latham, Lucy Bynum, Jean Reed, Carla Yoder, Chastity Whitmer, Tryphena Beachy, Sarah Parker, Stacie Ruch, Betsy Craig, Maggie Woodall,
Wanda Spencer, Elaine Cagle, Dottie Turner, Suzanne Caldwell, Sandra Holmes, Cindy Callaway, Lila Stubblefield
Third row: Micah Shetler, Ruby Shetler, Kristie Latham, Tina Miller, Lorissa Kennell, Sonda Leonard, Robin Smith, Rebekah Kelly, Bob Zimmerman

Fourth row: Carol Beiler, Chris Beiler, Enos Miller, Terry Ruedger, Phillip McAbee, LaVaugn Miller, Lyle Miller, Isaiah Schrock, John Parker, Lawrence Miller, Carson Beiler,

Joshua O’Mary, Kent Turner



Experienced Attorney
at YOUr Service

o Family Law
« Estate Planning and Probate

o Commercial Business
Transactions

FREE CONSULTATIONS

»

Law Ofﬁcé Of

Greg O’Neal

2 South Jefferson St.
Winchester, TN 37398

(931) 967-9497

gregorymoneal.atty@gmail.com

1927 Decherd Blvd., Decherd, TN
onday - Friday 9 A.m. - 5 P.M. 931-962-1240

NOW AVAILABLE
Custom Length Metal & Trim

D-Riband G-Rib )
Call for quotes T e
17 Color Options Mountalll VleW

CONSTRUCTION, LLC

Open 7:00 A.M. - 4:00 p.M. Monday - Friday « Saturday 9:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M.
8321 David Crockett Pkwy. W., Belvidere, TN » 931-967-8000

www.mtnviewconstruction.com
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Adult & Pediatric Dermatology

Skin Solutions
Dermatology care you can trust!

Take Care of Your SRin
Ashley Messick-Hite

Certified Physician Assistant
Supervised by a Board-Certified Dermatologist

151 Ledford Mill Rd. - Tullahoma, TN 37388

(931) 800-6400

apdskinsolutions.com

FHAVE as PAWsitively
WONDEREUL HOLIDAY Season

Animal Care Center

T George Bowers, DVM « Ashley Bowers, DVM
1626 Sharp Springs Rd., Winchester, TN 37398

931-967-6345 *» www.accvets.net

Merry Christmas & HappyNew.Year!

Holiday Grooming & Boarding ° Pet Stocking Stuffers

Bubbles & Bows pet Spa & Boutique

103 Noles St., Decherd, TN ¢ 931-967-9397 e By Appointment Only
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ented people in this area,” Smith said. “It’s not been touched out-
side of high school, or if they did it in college... and there’s not

a single... and I mean this respectfully—but there’s not a single
person in the group that cannot sing. And I'd say probably 90% of
them can read music. So there’s just a lot of good talent in that area
that we have not tapped into.”

Smith and the group believed there was a musical necessity that
was not yet met in Franklin County.

“[The group] is a mission in a lot of ways,” explained Smith.
“You know, we’re trying to put something back in the commu-
nity. There’s this whole conception in our world that arts of any
kind are failing, and we certainly don’t want to let that happen...
I saw the way that we've rallied [around Hunter Girl]—and any
big event like that in Winchester, and I feel there’s a need and a
hunger for group music in the county.”

'The choir includes members from ages 16 to 90, with a variety of
denominations represented to even those who don't attend church.
Smith said it’s all about coming together and being a family.

“Our number one goal is not necessarily to be a church group,”
he said. “You know, we're faith-based; however, we've created a
family. There have been longtime friendships rekindled through
this group; people that went to high school together.”

MAKING A NAME FOR THEMSELVES

During their short time together, the group has already made a
name for themselves and has just recorded a single, which is cur-
rently streaming on digital media platforms.

“We recorded a single with a Gaither Homecoming artist
and another artist by the name of Rebekah Speer, which is now
streaming. We also shot a music video for it with us in the back-
ground of that. We are also scheduled to record 11 or 12 songs
with well-known musical engineer Tommy Cooper. That album
will be available to the public once it’s completed.”

'The choir is getting ready for their annual Christmas concert
that is set for 7 p.m. on Dec. 10, at the First United Methodist
Church in Winchester. The concert is open to the public.

It will be the premiere event for the choir. They have
worked diligently over the last few months to ensure a most
memorable concert.

For the future, Smith said he hopes to see the choir grow and
be able to minister more in the community.

“Unless something happens, I expect we will grow [by] 5 to 10
people every year,” he said. “I would like to see us get to 100 mem-
bers. We're not going to go year-round; it loses its novelty and peo-
ple will get burnt out. But I would like to see it get to 100 people
and where we will have to be at the high school. I think one thing
that sets us apart is that we are singing things beyond Christmas
and trying to use those things to minister. It seems like we are the
best-kept secret in the county. We're not in it for the glory, but we
just want it to go as far as it can.” GN

For information on  the
christophersmith0711@gmail.com.

more choir, email Smith at
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Best Wlshes for Peace and J oy thlS
Hohday Season anda New Year of Health

4 - Happiness and Prosperlty
L From all of us.at John Smlth Jr Realty and Auctlon LLC

Please give us a call for all your Real Estate needs!

John Smith, Jr. Owner/Broker/Auctioneer - (931) 308-7386
April Smith - (931) 308-7387

A Angie Miller - (931) 224-2838 A
Bonnie Schiffner - (931) 308-3498
A Melissa Nunley - (931) 308-5532 A
Julie Rauch - (931) 408-4592
A Donna Barber - (618) 357-1098 A

Bobbie J. Sabo - (931) 308-8166

JOHN SMITH, JR-

Cabin Socks - Soft Cozy Blankets « Coats
Bags & Backpacks « And More

Realty & Auction, LLC

1024 Dinah Shore Blvd., Wmchester TN

(931) 967-2114

- .
BENNETT S | 1201 Dinah Shore Blvd.

Winchester, TN 37398
PHARMACY | (931) 967-2777

. . bennettspharmacywinchester.com ":
www.JohnSmithJrRealtyandAuctionLLC.com M-F 8am.-8 pm.+Sat8am. -6 p.m.+Sun8am.-11am.&1pm. -6 p.m.

Holiday CASH In A DashI

Loans Up To $2 500

James “Rudy” McConnell, Sr.

January 17, 1946 - October 11, 2022

1945 Decherd Blvd., Decherd, TN
~ 931-962-8617 « 931-691-2696

/ \ A devoted family man and true community servant, Mr. Rudy
. loved hunting, fishing, and Alabama football. He enjoyed over 50
All types of home repair! years at Winchester Ford, served as Police Chief of Estill Springs

« Painting FREE Estimates! Work Guaranteed. and Huntland, and Constable for the Sixth District. He was a
= Pressure devoted thirty-second degree Mason and a Shriner. Mr. Rudy never
Washing 931'636'0728 . : i o

met a stranger, and to all who knew him, he was a cherished friend.
Small Jobs Welcome
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GOOD LIVING

How we live is up to us. Living a good and happy life is
hiding in the way leaves sway in the wind. It’s hiding in the
bright purple sunset every evening. It hides in the heartbeat
of a rabbit racing across your front yard. When we
appreciate every moment as a gift and everything around
us as a once-in-a-lifetime experience, our lives change. It
might even change the lives of those around us.

HERE'S TO A HAPPY LIFE.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY BROOKE SNYDER

SAMARITS

< Bryson, Noelie, Audrey, Jennifer Arnaud, and Tammy Hone
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Legagg
. Motion

Toy drive keeps memory of Landyn and Levi alive.

By Kali Bates

Photography by Kali Bates and provided by
Christmas from Landyn and Levi
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A Dwayne Glasner, Beckye Glasner, Daniel Howard, Amber Howard, Andrea Howard, Carolyn Statham, Ginger Brent, and Jeff Pennington

EGACY. A term that has many definitions. It

I can be one’s money or assets, faith or values, or

what is important to remember about a person’s legacy

reputation. While it can mean so many things,

is that it provides guidance and inspiration for those
who knew them, to live lives that positively impact
their faith, homes, community, and more.

For two little boys, Landyn Statham and Levi
Howard, their legacy is one that is as kind, giving,
and impactful as the boys were. While their time on
Earth was brief, their legacy continues to be shared
by their families and bring a positive impact that has
stretched farther than what their families could have
ever imagined.

The Grace of Tragedy

In December 2013, Ginger Brent and Carolyn Statham
knew that this would be their last Christmas with their
grandson, Landyn Statham. Diagnosed with cancer,
the doctors had shared with Statham’s family that the
4-year-old did not have long to live. Brent said that a
family friend wanted to do something special for him.
That something special turned into over 100 people
showing up at her doorstep in support of Landyn.

GOOD NEWS FRANKLIN COUNTY

“The community came together and brought hun-
dreds of presents, literally hundreds of presents for
Landyn and his little sister Priscilla. Hundreds of
people were in our front yard in support of him,” ex-
plained Brent.

Just weeks before Landyn’s passing, Howard had
passed from a rare lung disease that the 5-year-old had
contracted from his chemotherapy treatment. Howard
was first diagnosed with cancer at just eight days old.

Following the passing of the two boys, the family
was asked if they would like to come together to do
something in memory of Landyn and Howard.

“In the beginning, we connected through the boys,”
explained Howard’s mother, Andrea. “Someone had
brought us together because they knew of another
family who was going through cancer. While the boys
never met, we connected through trying to get an oc-
cupational therapist to come to our homes. After the
passing [of Landyn and Levi], Steve Macon and Jeff
Pennington asked if we wanted to get together. We
didn’t even say a toy drive at the time. We met in a
big room, and then it came together pretty rapidly. We
thought — if we can do a toy drive for the community,
why can’t we do one for the kids in the hospital fighting
cancer? We knew what it was like to be there at Christ-
mas and unable to leave, to shop for gifts.”
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A legacy in Motion

Almost immediately, the plans for what would
become “Christmas for Landyn and Levi” went
into motion. Donation boxes and drive sites
were set up at local businesses. The group hoped
to collect a “few” toys to go to Vanderbilt Hos-
pital and TC Thompson’s Children’s Hospital.
Landyn and Levi had been patients at each of
the hospitals.

“Our first year wasn't the biggest, but it
was one of the biggest drives we've had. We
had between 1600-1700 toys donated and
split between the two,” said Daniel Howard,
Levi’s father.

Volunteer and current vice president of the
drive’s nonprofit organization Jeff Pennington
said that they could see the positive impact
that the drive would have from the beginning.

“Steve and I were talking, and we said, ‘Do
you think we can have 50 toys for each hospi-
tal” And it just started snowballing,” he said.
“Just to show you the impact... The first year
we went to Chattanooga, the collection center
at TC Thompson was empty. They had told us
that it had been a lean year for donations. We
were able to fill that room up with 865 toys.”

Over the past eight years, the drive has de-

livered over 11,000 toys for children from birth
to 20 years old. They have become so big that
they are now a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.

“We began to receive monetary donations
and wanted to make sure that those who do-
nated knew their money was going straight to
the cause,” said Daniel.

Ashley Zani, a child-life specialist with Er-
langer, said that the donations help to make
Christmas brighter for children who are fight-
ing cancer.

“Christmas from Landyn and Levi im-
pacts not just the Winchester community but
[also] the communities of Chattanooga and
Nashville,” she said. “These generous gifts are
donated to appreciative child-life programs.
Child-life specialists make the hospital more
normal and less scary for children. These do-
nations help us do our job and allow us to give
children and families a holiday in the hospital
when they are unable to be at home with their
families. These donations brighten holidays for
children and families, and the donations are so
large that we are able to use them for months
to come, in our playrooms and at bedside with
children in the hospital.
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A Steve Macon, Daniel Howard, Andrea Howard, Jeff Pennigton, Ginger Brent, and Carolyn Statham

Grateful Hearts

For Andrea, she stated that the community
support has been phenomenal.

“I think from the beginning we’ve all
been backed by an amazing community,”
she stated. “Of course, none of it would be
possible without Landyn and Levi, but it
would not be possible without our com-
munity either. Our community, in general,
is an amazing source all the way around.”

As the group gets ready for its ninth
year, they have made the collective deci-
sion that this will be the last for the toy
drive. In a statement made on the drive’s

Facebook page, the group has decided to

conclude the drive, but they are thankful
for the community’s support.

“It is with full heartfelt love and appre-
ciation to you all to say how thankful we
are to each person and organization who
has donated a gift, their time, and their
song to give thousands of toys to the brav-
est kids ever at Vanderbilt and Erlanger
Children’s Hospitals.”

For its final toy drive, Andrea said that
she hopes this will be the biggest one yet
and invites the community to remember
her son and Landyn by giving back to those

who are in need. GN

Donation dates will be as follows: Nov. 26, Dec. 3, and Dec. 10. For

more donation location information, follow their Facebook page at
Christmas from Landyn and Levi or email at cgll.incl@gmail.com.

TIS THE SEASON
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COMMUNITY

YOU'RE MORE THAN A CUSTOMER.
GET MORE THAN AN ACCOUNT.

FB
FitBank

FirstBankOnline.com

2200 Decherd Boulevard
Decherd, TN

931'967'9967 Member
FDIC

T Have a
' ﬂe'/'/y Christnas
£ A Sape

£ Hanpy
Wew Year

'With courage, honor,
and integrity we protect
the rights and dignity of

all citizens. In partner-
ship with our communi-
ties, we strive to preserve
the peace and provide

\ for a safe environment
forall.”

Franklin County Sheriff’s Department

494 George Fraley Pkwy., Winchester, TN - 931-962-0123

32 // DECEMBER 2022

The Sign of Experience

& Results

Check out our current auctions
and listings at lynchrigsby.com

LYNCH-

RIGSBY

Realty & Auction, LLC

Firm Lic #302, Auction Lic #4909

931.967.1672 | 23 S. College St., Winchester, TN 37398
www.LynchRigsby.com

Extraordinary Craftsmanship

Custom Design

« Interior & Exterior Railing « Pool & Yard Fences

a) G « Driveway & Pedestrian Gates « Guard Railing
o \§ « Residential & Light Commercial
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IRON WORKS®

575 Lynchburg Hwy., Mulberry, TN 37359
www.southernironworks.com 931-993-9710
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'IMMEDIATE POSITIONS OPEN‘

for Direct Support professionals, all shifts for Employment
and Community First positions, day services, and supported
living services. Great benefits, health insurance, paid time off,
and holiday pay.

Please apply in person at

(931) 967-0100 702 Hundred Oaks Street, Winchester.

702 Hundred Oaks St. Must have valid driver's license.
Winchester, TN @

Call for more info

o
A
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Try Our New Chicken Bacon Ranch
Loaded Fries

The perfect meal to share -- or keep all to yourself. Enjoy our
famous crinkle cut fries topped with shredded cheese, diced
chicken fingers, bacon pieces, and a drizzle of Ranch sauce.

ZAX FAMILY PACKS

LAXD

CHICKEN FINGER PLATE
Regular: 4ct. *8.69 « 5ct. *9.69 « 6¢ct. $10.69
Buffalo: 4ct. $9.49 « 5ct. $10.69 * 6¢t. $11.89

20 PC. CHICKEN FINGERZ™
FAMILY PACK
Regular: $26.99 « Buffalo: *30.99

DINING ROOM OPEN

FAMOUS MEAL DEALZ

Fried Pickles
Are Back!

BIG ZALADS

THE HOUSE ZALAD®
Fried: *8.69 * Grilled: *8.69 * Garden: *6.59

ZAXBY'S® SIGNATURE SANDWICH
Meal: #7.79 * Sandwich only: $4.99

THE COBB ZALAD® ZAXBY'S® SPICY
30 PC. BONELESS WINGS TRADITIONAL WINGS & THINGS Fried: *8.99 ¢ Grilled: *8.99 « Garden: *6.89 SIGNATURE SANDWICH
FAMILY PACK Regular: #11.99 ¢ Buffalo: $12.09 Meal: $7.79 « Sandwich only: $4.99
Regular: #26.99

BONELESS WINGS & THINGS
Regular: #10.29 ¢ Buffalo: *10.89

FAMOUS FINGERZ
& WINGS

BIG ZAX SNAK® MEAL
Regular: $7.19

BUFFALO BIG ZAX SNAK® MEAL
Regular: #7.69

GREAT 8 BONELESS WINGS MEAL
Regular: $7.99

BONELESS WINGS MEAL
Regular: 7.19

BONELESS WINGS
5ct. $5.19  10ct. 8.89 * 20ct. $16.49

TRADITIONAL WINGS MEAL
Regular: *9.59

TRADITIONAL WINGS

5¢t. $6.99 « 10ct. $12.19 « 20ct. $22.79

DRINKS

SHAREABLES & SIDES

=g

FRIED WHITE CHEDDAR BITES
£3:99

FRIED PICKLES
$3.99

CRINKLE FRIES
Regular: $1.89 « Large: $2.19

COLESLAW - CUP

KICKIN CHICKEN SANDWICH
Meal: #7.19 * Sandwich only: *5.19

GRILLED CHICKEN SANDWICH
Meal: #7.19 « Sandwich only: $4.99

3 NIBBLERZ® SANDWICH
Meal: #7.99 « Sandwich only: $5.99

ZAXBY'S SIGNATURE SANDWICH
Sandwich only: *6.69

SAUCES

Zax Sauce’, Spicy Zax Sauce™, Ranch,
Honey Mustard, Wimpy™, Tongue
Torch®, Nuclear™, Hot Honey Mustard,
Sweet & Spicy, Teriyaki, BBQ,

Buffalo Garlic Blaze

CHICKEN FINGERZ™ 99¢ 25°
5ct. $6.19  10ct. $11.99 » 20ct. $22.99

BASKET OF TEXAS TOAST
BUFFALO CHICKEN FINGERZ™ $1.79

5ct. $7.19 « 10ct. $13.99 * 20ct. $26.99

DESSERTS

GALLON OF SWEET OR UNSWEET TEA

EXTRA CHICKEN FINGER
Regular: #1.39 ¢ Buffalo: *1.59

X = : THE NIBBLER
i - DRINK $1.76
Small: $1.99 « Medium: $2.19 « Large: $2.49
ZAX KIDZ® MEALS

$4.99 Served with Crinkle Fries, Kidz® Drink, and a Treat.
KIDZ® DRINK KIDDIE FINGER
T 89t $4.79
CHOCOLATE CHIP COOKIE
One 99¢ ¢ Three $1.79 MILK KIDDIE CHEESE

Regular: *1.09 < Chocolate: *1.09

APPLE JUICE
$1.09

$4.79

www.zaxbys.com

931-967-2527

2909 Decherd Blvd., Winchester, TN
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THE SCHOOL THAT HELPED T0

UILD A COMMUNITY

TOWNSEND CULTURAL CENTER REMEMBERS IT5 ROOTS

By Kali Bates // Photography by Brooke Snyder

NE MILE south of the square, along South
Shepherd Street in Winchester, stands one
of the most historic buildings in the county.
What is known to many as Townsend
School was first constructed in the 1930s.
After some additions over the years, the

school acted as an elementary school and high school
for African American students, served as a community
hub for the African American community, and also
housed the county’s board of education.

Today, the building continues to serve the
community and offer a wealth of African American
history in the form of the Townsend Cultural Center.

In 2018, Townsend alumni and Franklin County
resident Ed Hill was made aware that the school
building was potentially going to be sold. Taking
notice of the historical significance of the building,
Hill made contact with former Townsend students
and informed them of the possible sale of the
building. A few of the contacts were former students
and local residents, Karen Morris, Patricia Nimox, and
Sylvia Hill. Morris stated that when Hill contacted

them, a group of former students came together and

GOOD NEWS FRANKLIN COUNTY

set the wheels in motion to preserve the building that
meant so much to them.

“He began to call people and build interest to
see what we could do about saving the building,”
explained Morris. “So we came up with the Townsend
Cultural Center. The information we found on
Anderson Townsend and the history of this school
was amazing. We were looking to procure and preserve
the rich history of not only Townsend school, but the
educational process that black children went through in
Franklin County. We felt that it was worth saving.”

A board of directors was also formed, and the group
put out the word to former students to submit any
photos or documents they had of Townsend School
over the years. They also teamed up with the Middle
Tennessee State University (MTSU) Center for
Historic Preservation.

“We started out by contacting the MTSU Center
for Historic Preservation, and they worked with us
helping to delve into the history of the school. The
response from former students was also good. We were
told that it would take five to six years to get it going,
but once we got it started and people trusted us enough
to copy photos and get them back to them, we began to
take off.”
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| WANT PEOPLE T0 SEE IT AS AN INTEGRAL PART OF
FRANKLIN COUNTY’S HISTORY. | HOPE THAT PEOPLE
WHO NEVER KNEW WHERE TOWNSEND WAS WILL
COME THROUGH HERE AND BE SLIGHTLY AMAZED BY
ALL THE HISTORY THAT 15 HERE.

-Karen Morris

"The most important character in this whole story of Townsend
school is its namesake, “Doc” Anderson Townsend.

According to MTSU Center for Historic Preservation,
Anderson was a United States veteran of the Civil War,
educator, and local preacher who lived much of his life in
Winchester. He had a huge impact on Winchester and
Franklin County’s education system. Commonly referred
to as “Doc” or D.A. Townsend, he was born enslaved in
Franklin County in September 1848.

According to the preservation center, Townsend
ran away and enlisted in the United States Army in
Huntsville. At the time of his discharge in 1866, he'd been
promoted to 1st Sgt.15. After his discharge, Townsend
entered the Nashville Normal and Bible/Theological
Institute. He returned to Winchester in 1869 and began
teaching. Townsend taught school throughout the county
until he retired in 1919. During his nearly 50-year tenure
as an educator, Townsend taught hundreds of students
and also advocated for better education and better school
facilities for African American children in Franklin
County. As a local education leader, he also played a major
role in county institutes for African American teachers
where they obtained training, certification, and networked
with other educators.

After his retirement, he played a large role, along with
other local African American leaders, in securing support
for the construction of what would become Townsend.
The building was finished about one year before Townsend
passed in December 1927, according to The Center.

The Center houses pictures, documents, and other
historical memorabilia of the school that has been
donated from the public. The museum leads you
through the history of the school with displays
of the state championship football team, women’s
and men’s basketball teams, and the school’s all-
female drum corps that Morris said drew attention
wherever they played.

The museum also displays items from a period
of time that the school was used as a training school
where students were taught to quilt, use farm tools,
and more. Also, as a training school, the MTSU
Center for Historic Preservation stated that, as was
the tradition with African American school buildings,
the school also served as a community building where
plays, fundraisers, and even funerals were held.”
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THE FUTURE

'The building continues to serve as a hub for the
community, offering a variety of services and
activities just as it has in the past.

“The cafeteria is used as a multipurpose room
where conferences, birthday parties, anniversaries,
and various other get-togethers are held,” said
Morris. “We hosted a STEM program over the
summer. We also held an ‘Art for the Sake of the
Community’ event where children were able to
come in and paint Christmas ornaments. It’s really
taken off.”

'The Center has also received grants that will
help them to expand their offering to the public.

“It’s growing, and we’re loving this Townsend
Cultural Center,” said Morris. “I hope that it will
thrive, and people will continue to use The Center
for events. I hope that one day we will sponsor
the chamber mixer that the city has. I want people
to see it as an integral part of Franklin County’s
history. I hope that people who never knew where
Townsend was will come through here and be
slightly amazed by all the history that is here.” GN

GOOD NEWS FRANKLIN COUNTY

To keep up with The Center and it’s growth,
you can follow them on Facebook at Townsend
Cultural Center. For more information on The
Center, email them at townsendcc@yahoo.com.
The Townsend Cultural Center is located at
910 S. Shepherd Street.
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On behalf of everyone at First Vision Bank, we
send our heartfelt wishes for a blessed and healthy
holiday season to you and your loved ones. We look
forward to serving you and the community in 2023.

First Vision

Local Partners, Personal Solutions. o

uuuuuuuuu

e o .
www.firstvisionbank.com
FDIC
Tullahoma Office  Franklin County Office Manchester Office Murfreesboro Office
1401 North Jackson St. 2165 Decherd Blvd.
Tullahoma, TN 37388  Decherd, TN 37324 Manchester, TN 37355 Murfreesboro, TN 37129
(931) 454-0500 (931) 968-0065 (931) 723-3224 (615) 494-5950

2134 Hillshoro Blvd. 372 West Northfield Blvd.

GET MORE THAN A STOCKING FULL!

HONDA
PGLARIS
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- 2
P
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Pioneer Motorcycles

931-967-2219 | 962 AEDC Rd. | Winchester, TN
www.pioneermotorcycles.com

DEDICATED WORKFORCE
SUCCESS

- Temp-to-Hire Staffing - On-site Supervisor «3PQl Services
- Direct Hire Recruitment - 3PL Services Quality inspection Nation Wide
- On-Boarding Services Travel employees Nation Wide

741 Dinah Shore Blvd.
Winchester, TN 37398 - (931) 967.0017

2081 Hillsboro Blvd.
Manchester, TN 37355 - (931) 723.7810

metro | SERVICES

VA & CHOICES
Approved Care

FRANKLIN MANOR

AN INSPIRIT SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY

3619 Cowan Hwy., Winchester, TN 37398 - (931) 967-9765
inspiritseniorliving.com/franklinmanor
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%ﬁ GABRIEL& CO.
Visit our website for great gift ideas
and Holiday store hours!

Planning a Holiday Party?

4 Cakes & Pies 4 Cheese Balls 4 Breads &Rolls
4 Fruit Cakes 4 Candy Trays 4 Red Velvet Rolls
4 Gift Baskets 4 Cookie Trays

Donut Saturdays: November 19th, December 3rd & 17th

Amish Country Spiral Sliced Ham Place Your Orders Now:
Limited Supply! Order Yours Today! 931-962-0567

Swiss Pantry

Hwy. 64 West ® Belvidere, TN
Open Mon. - Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

chGY Care, Boai !‘;‘@

Call For Appointment

1660 Decherd Estill Rd., Winchester, TN

wagsandwigglestn.com

Truman RECLINING SOFA
119965 $888

— cnmliCaens

1 Discount taken on select items, before tax and delivery.

Badcock®& maia

HOME FURNITURE

Fayetteville Jasper
1416 Huntsville Hwy. 3600 Main St.
931-297-2391 423-939-0530

McMinnville Pulaski

.- 200 Hobson St. #39 1676 W College St.

931-473-3804 931-292-6464

Shelbyville Tullahoma
761 Madison St. 375 W Lincoln St.
931-685-9644 931-222-4353

Winchester
405 Bypass Rd.
931-962-4991




The spirit of giving;
the spirit of living

Give the gift of Christmas.

by Jinci Ww@




(44 ND WHAT happened,
then? Well in Whoville
they say — that the Grinch’s

small heart grew three sizes that day. And
then — the true meaning of Christmas came
through, and the Grinch found the strength
of 10 Grinches, plus two!” — Dr. Suess

You're a mean one, Mr. Grinch, but we
return to you year after year to remind us
of what’s most important. Sixty-five years
after we first looked over your green, boney
shoulder down at the Whos in Whoville,
we still want to stop you from stealing
Christmas. For a moment, we believe you
can ruin it for them.

But then you remind us that the spirit
of Christmas cannot be measured by lit-
tle or much. It lies not in the gift, but the
giving; not in Christmas decorations or
dinners, but the fellowship and memories
created around them. We gather around
our trees and tables, happy to see the lights
sparkle in our children’s eyes and hear the
delightful conversations around tradition-
al dishes. The gifts we’ll open again and
again can’t be held in our hands; they’re
held in our hearts.

The season stirs appreciation magnified
through the lens of Christmas cheer for
those around us. Even the needs of strang-
ers are on our hearts’ radars. Every effort
increases our well-being and the well-be-
ing of others, from an extra tip for a fa-
vorite restaurant worker to home-baked
goodies for delivery persons working over-
time to bring our gifts to our doorsteps.
'The gratitude of Thanksgiving slides like a
slow-motion instant replay into the home
base of Christmas.

Helping make Christmas brighter for
a child in need and involving our children
and grandchildren, teaches kindness and
compassion and fosters an appreciation for
their quality of life. Whether in our gifts
to family or friends or in volunteering and
joining others in reaching out to offer a

holiday meal or other assistance, it’s a two-
fold blessing. Adding our efforts to those
of others compounds the reach of the gifts.
Our little becomes much when we put our
loaves and fish in one basket.

And while we all experience our sea-
sons of Christmas drear, it is then that we
can borrow from the spirit of those around
us. As friends, family, and strangers go out
of their way to remind us of their love and
support, pride may say retreat. Moving
from giver to recipient can be uncomfort-
able, but it is community at its finest, step-
ping up and stepping in to say, “We care.”

The gift of time and presence fits every
budget. Perhaps the absence of the pres-
ence of others had atrophied the Grinch’s
heart. Confused by what he didn't feel, he
attempted to steal what he thought he saw
bringing Christmas to the happy Whos.
What would water his hard, little heart,
though, was what he couldn’t see.

“Then the Grinch thought of some-
thing he hadn't before! ‘Maybe Christmas,’

he thought, ‘doesnt come from a store.

Maybe Christmas ... perhaps ... means a
little bit more!”

In the spirit of giving, in the spirit of
living, we give the gift of Christmas. GN

TIS THE SEASON

December 2022 // 41



More than toys,
school supplies, and
hyglene products

Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes hold hope.

Photography by Brooke Snyder
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s you put on your next new pair of shoes, hold
A that empty box a few minutes longer. Look in-

side at what it holds. What do you see? Pack-
ing paper? Cardboard? Look again. That empty box has the
potential to change the lives of children and adults around
the world.

You may not be a stranger to packing shoeboxes for Op-
eration Christmas Child (OCC) ahead of the holidays. It
may be a tradition. You may shop year-round for items to
fill the boxes. You may know their mission and donate your
time and money regularly, but there may be more ways to
partner than you realize.

According to the website, OCC is a Samaritan’s Purse
project — a hands-on way to bless children in need world-
wide by filling shoeboxes with toys, hygiene items, school
supplies, and fun gifts. That’s what’s inside the boxes, and it’s
priceless to a child in impoverished villages and remote lo-
cations. But the box itself is a wrapping of hope, encourage-
ment, and the gospel of Jesus. Inside and out, that shoebox
can change a life for eternity.

Southern Middle Tennessee’s OCC area coordinator,
Tammy Hone, began packing shoeboxes about 15 years ago.
She progressed from project leader to year-round OCC vol-
unteer and has been area coordinator for more than two years.

Hone said, “Because Samaritan’s Purse serves around
the world and has established ministry partners worldwide,
it allows them to get into areas more quickly than other
organizations. For example, when the war in Ukraine broke
out, Samaritan’s Purse was one of the first boots on the
ground and took shoeboxes with them. Can you imagine
that child sitting in their home while the area around them
is bombed? They’re scared... they’re terrified, but they come
and learn about Jesus. Imagine the encouragement that
brings to a child!”

Children who receive the shoeboxes are invited to return
and participate in a 12-lesson discipleship program called
'The Greatest Journey. The OCC website is filled with stories
of lives changed through the ministry — not just children but
families and entire villages — as the gospel is shared. Some
children are inspired to pursue higher education and careers
that continue to give back to their communities. Churches
have opened where there were no churches before.

Hone said, “Last year, OCC collected and distributed
over 10.5 million shoeboxes around the world, each shoebox
representing a child who heard the gospel of Jesus Christ.”

It all starts with a simple shoebox.
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Last year, OCC
collected and
distributed over 105
million shoeboxes
around the world,
each shoebox
representing a child
who heard the gospel
of Jesugs Christ.
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“We encourage people to pack
a ‘wow’ item in each box. It’s that
gift that when the child opens the
box, they find a stuffed animal or
something they’ve never had before.
We want to make the shoeboxes
fun with toys like a slinky, yo-yos,
or jacks — not just toys, but quali-
ty toys. People often think if they
make it as cheap as possible, they
can pack more shoeboxes. But for
every child who gets a shoebox, they
only get one in their lifetime, so we
want those toys to be something
that’s going to last. We try to stress
the importance of making the box
fun. Make it quality, and don’t pack
it with air. We want that box so full
that when you shake it, it doesn’t
make a noise,” Hone explained.

Your area OCC invites you to
partner with them in spreading the
gospel. Here’s how Hone shared
these partnership opportunities:

“We need a team of prayer war-
riors who believe in the power of
prayer and want to get involved.
Their sole role is to pray for OCC,
the ministry, the child who will re-
ceive the shoebox, the family of the
child, the community, and the vil-
lage. We need prayers for transpor-
tation, [and] for places to process
these shoeboxes—things like that
need to be prayed over.”

“We are praying for team mem-
bers who will connect with local
churches. The church relations
team reaches out to churches in
their community to tell them about
OCC, [and] to walk alongside the
project leaders at churches already
participating, asking what resourc-

44 /l December 2022

es they need. We need church relations teams because

without them we can’t reach the churches who don’t know
what OCC is.”

“A shoebox is more than just a toy; it’s a gospel oppor-
tunity. My goal is to involve organizations, sports teams,
and groups like National Beta Clubs at the schools. Most
students in Beta Clubs have to complete some type of
community service, and OCC qualifies. It also qualifies
for Tennessee Promise community service hours.”

“The urgency of the gospel is great. The children of the
world need to hear the love and hope of Jesus Christ. The
cool thing about OCC is that it’s nondenominational. You
don't have to be Methodist, Baptist, or Church of Christ.
You don’t even have to be associated with a church.”

Never underestimate the impact of your gift, your
time, and your prayers.

May every shoebox you see spark hope for Operation
Christmas Child! GN
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Contact Tammy Hone at (931) 625-1144 or tammy.hone@yahoo.com
to volunteer. For more information on Operation Christmas Child,
visit samaritanspurse.org.
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through a colorful light display.

Photography by Brooke Snyder and
provided by Jason Daugherty
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The Daugherty family shares the love of Christmas
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Daugherty explained that he first got the idea to display
Christmas lights to music after watching videos on YouTube.
“One of the videos was a guy from Ohio who had lights

synced to the ‘Wizards in Winter’ song by the Trans Siberi-
an Orchestra. I was impressed and thought that I could do
something like that,” he said.

Daugherty added that he started doing some research
and got the ball rolling. What he found was that the whole
system of a light show is very intricate.

“For one controller, there are 16 channels. In a chan-
nel, there is just basically one string or line, or one plug of
lights,” he explained. “You put however many lines you can
fit on that plug and all those lines will act as one channel.
Basically, it looks like an Excel spreadsheet. You've got time
slices going [one] way and your channels [one] way. You
go through it, and you're basically turning cells on and off,
which means that light comes on for that same amount of
time at that exact point in the song. And you can listen to
your song and figure out where you want to put the lights in
the song. That’s basically how it works.”

Daugherty said that the first few were all about experi-
menting and working to add more lights each year.

“Over the years, I've added more channels and control-
lers and spent more time on the computer, and the show has
gotten bigger and bigger,” he said.

A Jason, Jennifer, and Natalie Daugherty While the show only runs a few months out of the year,

Daugherty is always working on it in one way or another.
“I'm always listening for new upbeat songs that would

ASON DAUGHERTY is a lover of Christmas. He be good for the light show,” he explained. “T'll try to find

J enjoys the time of year when the family gets together new songs and talk to my wife and two daughters about if
and shares gifts and fellowship, along with the birth of they would be a good fit. Once I have figured out a song,

his Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. He not only enjoys sharing it goes into the computer where I begin to program the se-
the holiday with his family but the community as well. quence. It can take an hour to two hours to just do about 30
One way he shares his love of Christmas is through his seconds worth of music. It’s a slow process. I start putting

annual light show that he displays at his home in Winchester. up lights maybe the week after Halloween. The setup of the

Since 2008, Daugherty has presented a light show of epic yard is the same as the previous year. I might have to tweak
proportions that brings people from other neighborhoods and a few things, but they are basically the same sequences I can
counties to come and see his colorful show. use from one year to the next.”

TIS THE SEASON December 2022 // 47



n-llhwl

£

Hobu

TIS THE SEASON

43 /l December 2022



o leyal fellewing

at FCHS (Franklin County High School),

programmed one of the sequences in last

While he initially set out just to put out
lights for the family, Daugherty said the
light show has gained a lot of followers
over the years.

“I knew a lot of my church family were
coming by and seeing the lights. I go to the
Winchester United Methodist Church,
and they would ask me each year if I had
my lights up yet. We sit downstairs, so we
don’t really get a good view of the road at
nighttime, but a lot of times we kind of
hear traffic. And while we’re walking by the
windows, I glance out and see a car parked
out there. Over the last several years, I've
come across more people that say ‘we love
your lights,”and they make a plan to come
by the house. I enjoy the compliments peo-
ple give, and it seems like it does bring a lot
of enjoyment. So that’s part of the reason
why I do it every year.”

Daugherty said that over the years his
family has helped out, with his daughters
pitching in to help program or set up lights.

“My daughter, Natalie, who’s a senior

year’s show,” he said. “She spent proba-
bly 20 hours on the computer. My other
daughter, Nora, who is a freshman at [the
University of] Tennessee, did several of
the trees in the front yard, and I didn’t have
to go back and redo it!”

Daugherty said that he is proud of how
far the light show has come and where it’s
going and hopes to enjoy sharing his love
of Christmas with all of those who drive by.

“Sometimes we’ll be sitting downstairs
watching TV, and we’ll hear through the
window, little kids laughing and yelling
at the lights. It’s great just to hear joyous
sounds coming from outside, and that al-
ways really makes us all grin. As long as
I'm physically able to keep doing it, I'm
going to.”

For the latest updates on the show, you
can follow them on Facebook at Daugherty
Christmas Lights. The light show is located
at 169 Brandi Way in Winchester. GN
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Songs tor
the Season

Annual Festival of Lessons and Carols brings history to the community.

Photography by Brooke Snyder and provided by Geoffrey Ward
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VER A century ago, the Festival of Lessons
O and Carols was introduced by the King’s Col-

lege Chapel In Cambridge, England. According
to the college’s website, the event was introduced in 1918 to
bring a “more imaginative approach to worship.” It was first
broadcast in 1928 and is now broadcast to millions of people
around the world. The service was also adopted by churches
all over the world and takes place each Christmas season.

Adopted by All Saints Chapel at the University of the
South in Sewanee, the church will hold its 63rd Annual
Festival Service of Lessons and Carols on Saturday and
Sunday, Dec. 3 and 4, at the chapel. According to The Uni-
versity Choir director, Geoftery Ward, the event is a festive
gathering of university students, staff, and faculty, along
with the community.

“It’s one of the signature events for the university,” he
said. “Essentially, it is nine lessons that are read by mem-
bers of the university community and the community of
Sewanee. The lessons that are read are telling of the birth
of Christ, the incarnation of the Messiah. The anthems and
hymns are led by The University Choir. It’s really a gorgeous
service. It starts with candlelight, and the choir sings some
acapella anthems from the back of the chapel, then they
precede with just candles. As they move toward the front,
a little bit of light comes on from above the chapel. Then
there is the opening where the prayers are read, and we all
say the Lord’s Prayer. It launches into a hymn, and then all
the lights come up. It’s quite a dramatic effect and helps set
the tone for the service and for the season.”

According to Ward, The University Choir that leads
the service is made up of 50 members from a variety of
different majors.

“The University Choir is the choir that leads all of the
liturgical services and all things chapel,” he said. “The choir
is made up of 50 students from the college that are studying
pretty much everything, not just students who have a music
major. It’s a wonderful cross section into the variety of ma-
jors and minors.”

Preparation for the event began right after the students
returned from fall break in October. For this season, there
are 20 freshman members that are new to the choir. Ward
said that they are excited to perform for such an honored
and long-held tradition at the university.

“The thing that’s really cool is that they don't really know
what’s going to happen because it’s so special. The students
always say that once you go through it, it just really hits you,
and it’s very inspiring,” he said.
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The thing that's really
cool is that they don't
really know what's
going to happen
becauseit’'s so
special The students
always say that once
you go through it, it
Just really hits you,
and it's very inspiring

- Geffery Ward
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Ward has been a part of the
event for the past seven years as the
university choirmaster and organist.
He also helps with recruitment, or-
ganizing tours, and fundraising for
the choir, along with teaching at the
college in the music department.

Ward said what is so special for
him about the event is the magic that
is unleashed in the form of atmo-
sphere and bringing people together.

“It’s just the coming together of
so many different people, and the
magic of singing hymns,” he said.
“Hymns that we have all known our
whole lives, in that setting, led by
brass and organ. It’s just kind of in-
describable. It’s very mysterious in a
way because it elicits a lot of emo-
tion and a lot of memories of one’s
past with not only the season of
Christmas, but also just being able
to be part of something special that
is bigger than oneself. It’s some-
thing that you're involved with. It’s
that you're part of a community that

is really creating a work of art that
is inspiring to thousands of people.”

Wiard said he hopes those that at-
tend are able to experience the magic
of the season and of coming together.

“I hope that they have that same
inspiration,” he said. “They hear the

' ?iﬂ?ﬂi ki

word and then they hear the music il 5
il

in response to the word and also ac-

centuating the word. And just being
able to be there for that is really not
only important to the choir and all
the work that we do there, but also
to the chapel and the greater uni-
versity community.” GN
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A Derby Carlson, Sophia Higgs, Theo Maedgen, Anderson Corley, Walker McKay, Shelton Griffith, Natalie Huckabay

g

Two services are open to the community and will take place on
Saturday, Dec. 3, at 7 p.m., and Sunday, Dec. 4, at 4 p.m. Doors will
open one hour prior to the service. For more information, visit The
University Choir online at www.sewanee.edu/university-choir. All
Saints Chapel is located at 735 University Ave. in Sewanee.
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CITIZENS TRI-COUNTY BANK W[WOWF”AM%WOWMW

WE CAN HELP WITH YOUR
NEW HOME DREAMS!

* Home Oxygen Concentrators
* Portable Oxygen Tanks

Middle Tennessee Respiratory

W 2866 Decherd Blvd. | Decherd, TN'| 931-962-0234

Serving Bedford, Cannon, Coffee, Franklin, Grundy, Lincoln, Marion, Moore, and Warren Counties

COWAN DECHERD
105 South Front St. | 2030 Decherd Blvd
931-967-2900 931-968-3282

TULLAHOMA KINGS LANE
701 Kings Lane
(931) 455-5227

TULLAHOMA DOWNTOWN
201 North Jackson St
(931) 455-3488

www.citizenstricounty.com
The Only Community Bank You’ll Ever Need!

- Parts = Lawn & Garden
- -Service  -Farm

3 . 2 - Swany
Eranklinjcounty/Paint; . QUIPMENT €0. T2y
93112962:4 3008 S
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We Love Our
Residents
and Families!

We have been going to the fair every year to watch the horse
races, it's our tradition and we feared this year it would not
happen. Mom fell in July and has been at Lynchburg Nursing
Center, but we found out they planned a trip to the fair with
some residents. Mom was so excited! We got to go, we got
to continue our tradition and enjoy it together because of the
thoughtful, wonderful staff at Lynchburg.
Lynchburg Nursing Center has been a blessing! This facility
is wonderful, they make Mom feel at home.

- Hilda Woodard

931.759.6000
40 Nursing Home Rd. LynCl‘lbur ﬁ
Lynchburg, TN 37352

LynchburgNursingCenter.com NUI'SI ng Center

Experience the
Al White Ford Lincoln
Difference!

“Don’t take it from us,
look at what our customers say...”

Rob and Tiffany Clutter - Manchester
Over the last 18 years we, our companies, and our kids have
purchased over 15 vehicles from Rob.

Rob has demonstrated a lot of knowledge about any vehicle we
have expressed interest in buying. Given the range of used cars
we have inquired about, this is impressive. Yet, his greatest quality
is being the most down-to-earth individual. Rob Thompson is fun,
easygoing and makes the car buying process - just better. There’s
never any pressure. He’s shown great integrity, always telling us
straight-up about pros and cons concerning a particular vehicle.
He’s our go-to guy. Every time!

SQmHHﬂﬂG IF@H EUIEFW@HE

WALNUT HILL 900 A N

Winchester, TN 37398
Mon.-Sat. 7am-3pm F

(931) 313-5472 = www.walnuthillcoffeeco.com

COFFEE CO-

Our Office Is NOW OPEN

- Diabetic Foot Care - Ingrown Toenails - Bunions
- Sports Injuries - Hammertoes - Warts
- Heel & Arch Pain - Foot & Ankle Care

Winchester Podiatry

Charles D. Ganime, DPM, FACFAS

155 Hospital Rd. Suite 1 « Anderton/Smith
Building at the hospital in Winchester.

(931) 968-9191 = www.winchesterpodiatry.com

Emily Dailey - Fayetteville
Rob was referred to me in 2012,
since then | have bought 4
vehicles from him.

| have never been treated so
well by a car salesman, he will
go the extra mile in order to
figure out issues that arise, he

is very trustworthy, he calls
periodically to check in and see
how things are going and if there is anything | need. When trading
my last vehicle, Rob sent people to come pick up my truck from me
in Fayetteville because it was such a long drive. Rob is simply like
family and if and when | need a new car ,| will always call Rob!

Married with 2 kids, wife Samantha daughter 14 Lilly,
son 7 Holt. When I’'m not selling cars | raise cattle,
hunt, fish and play with my kids. | started at Al White,
July of 20009. | love working for Al White because it’s
a great family friendly business that allows us to take
care of our customers before and after the sale. | do 4
everything | can to take care of my customers the way |
would want to be treated.
- Rob Thompson

Sales Representative - Al White
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FORD-LINCOLN

2002 Hillsboro Blvd., Manchester, TN

931-728-2402

www.alwhitemotors.net




GOOD LIVING

FAITH

The first voice and song over the radio
on a Holy Night brought peace in wartime.

The weary world still rejoices with a Christmas favorite.

By Tina Neeley

S THE melody begins before the first words are

sung, “O, Holy Night”is unmistakable. Its roots are
in France, but it soon spread to America and worldwide,
encased in story and legend.

Originally titled “Cantique de Noel,” the song was
written in 1847 by Placide Cappeau and set to music
composed by his friend, Adolphe Charles Adams. It was
well received in the Christmas mass for which it was
written. Before long, the song was banned for almost
two decades from French Catholic services after it was
discovered that Adams was of Jewish heritage, and Cap-
peau had left the church to join a socialist movement.
But it couldn’t be silenced. It still rang out within the
walls of French homes.

About 10 years after it was written, the hymn came
to America thanks to a Unitarian priest and abolition-
ist, John Sullivan Dwight, who identified with the third
verse, especially “chains shall he break, for the slave is our
brother.” He translated the song to English, changing
some of the lyrics slightly, giving us what we sing today,
“O Holy Night.” It quickly became a favorite, especially
in the North among those supporting the end of slavery.

On Christmas Eve 1871, German and French armies
were engaged in battle during the Franco-Prussian War.

Legend says that while troops huddled in their muddy

trenches, a French soldier stepped out, raised his eyes to-
ward the heavens, and began to sing “Cantique de Noel.”
It’s said that a German soldier next walked out and an-
swered with Martin Luther’s “From Heaven Above to
Earth I Come.” Fighting stopped for 24 hours bringing
temporary peace and honoring Christmas Day.

On Christmas Eve 1906, crew members aboard
ships and wireless owners at newspaper companies
who tapped out coded impulses heard over tiny speak-
ers were astonished by a different message. Reginald
Fessenden, a 33-year-old university professor and for-
mer chief chemist for Thomas Edison spoke into a mi-
crophone using a new type of generator, transmitting
a man’s voice over the airwaves for what is believed to
te the first time in history. After reading the Christ-
mas story from the book of Luke, he played “O, Holy
Night” on his violin; the first song ever sent through
the air over radio waves.

'The song reminds us, the weary world, that His birth
brought the light of a savior to Earth. Whatever bears
on us and enslaves us can no longer hold us prisoner, and
His law of love and His Gospel of peace teaches us to
love one ancther.

It’s a timeless message of aa eternal redeemer.

O, Holy Night! GN




AMY ANDREOLA

A Fresh Approach
to Real Estate in
Franklin County

amyekinser@gmail.com

(615) 807-0269
(615) 263-4800

fridrichandclark.com
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Call 931-967-3342 or visit ccbank.net
to start your journey today!
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Underground Ut|||ty Constructlon
Gas, Water & Sewer Line Installation
Pipe Bursting = Directional Drilling = Slip Lining = Land Clearing

104 Kenmore Ave., Winchester, TN = 931-968-9303

atson
Buildings & Carports

We have carports available for
install in as little as 4 - 6 weeks!

rnrentals.com
/atsoncarports.com
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$3,000 Sign On Bonus

Nursing positions require a
Tennessee certification.
Long-term care experience a plus.

Apply in person at:
32 Memorial Dr. Winchester, TN
or online at: EIkRiverHRofWinchester.com

32 Memorial Drive
Winchester, TN 37398

(931) 967-0200
elkriverhrofwinchester.com

EYF1k RIVER
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GOOD TIMES

“There’s nothing to do in a small town.” We hear it often,
but is it true? There are Good Times every weekend in our
community. It doesn’t matter if it’s a §’more at a bonfire, a
lazy day with a book by the window, or exploring the town
with the people you love most—there is something to do.

ALL WE HAVE TO DO IS SAY YES.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY BROOKE SNYDER'
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The 581h Annual Cowan
Chrisimas Parade rings in
ihe holiday season.

By Kali Bales // Pholos provided by (he Cily of Cowan

T’S AN annual event that’s
circled on calendars. Plans
are put on hold or moved
to another day. Phone calls
are made for carpool arrangements,
and getting a good seat is of the
utmost importance.
No, it’s not a wedding or a
funeral. It’s a family gathering of
sorts that has been taking place for

more than half a century and requires

the attendance of the entire town

of Cowan, along with neighboring
towns and counties. For the citizens
of Cowan, it’s the official kickoff to
the Christmas season and what both
locals and visitors alike know as the
Cowan Christmas Parade.

'This is the 58th year for the parade
to roll through downtown Cowan. For
parade coordinator Chuck Stines, the
parade has become an integral part of
this small Southern town.

“It’s always been a big tradition,”
he said. “It’s the symbolic kickoff
of Christmas, especially for Cowan
and Franklin County. It’s been

running for 58 years, and it’s a point

of our identity.”




Fellow parade coordinator Mary
Pearson added that both she and Stines
have been attending since childhood, and

the event is considered a family get-
together of sorts.

“It's something you have to be at,” she
said. “It’s like weddings and funerals; you
have to be there. We always have a crowd.
'The weather usually dictates just how
large. But no matter what, people come
out. Everybody has [had] their favorite
thing since they were a kid, and we try to
keep some of those things in the parade.”

Favorites include Shriners and their
miniature cars, the color guard being carried
in by horse and, of course, Santa Clause.

Santa might in fact be the most
important part of the parade. Pearson
said that while they are pretty lax when it
comes to rules about the parade, Santa and
his presentation is a well-known rule and
respected by parade participants.

“Santa is always at the end riding on a
fire truck,” she said. “We ask people not to
have a Santa on their floats or to dress like
him. They can have depictions of Santa,
but we want Santa to be the main event
for the parade.”

THE MORE, THE MERRIER
While there is a protocol about Santa, it’s
not all rules and regulations. Stines said

that they welcome any and all to come and
participate in the parade.

“We typically have over 100 entries,” he
explained. “We have different categories,
but we don't specify any certain things.
Once we set a certain theme, it has to be

“Il’s always been a big (radilion.
II’s the symbolic kickolfl of Chrisimas,
especially for Cowan and Franklin Counly.”

-Chuck Slines

decorated, and there are certain rules you
have to follow. But if you want to decorate
your car you can as long as it fits the rules
and theme. Children can even decorate a
wagon and pull it if they like. We want as
much participation as we can have and for
the parade to be as big as it can.”

Stines also added that the parade
committee welcomes ideas and themes
from the community in regards to the
parade so that it can continue moving
forward for the future.

“We welcome the community to bring
ideas, donations, and participation,” he said.
Donations are also a big part of the
success of the parade, according to Stines.
Candy donations help exponentially when
it comes time for Santa to make his big

trip down Main Street.

“It takes a lot of candy,” said Stines. “If
people or organizations want to donate
we are glad to take it. You can donate
[leftover] Halloween candy or stop and
grab a bag or two at the store. As long as it
is individually wrapped we will take it. We
will also make sure you get recognized.”

While there is no parade entry
fee, Stines said they are happy to take
donations of canned goods that will go to
food donation centers to help feed locals
who are in need.

“[We] don’t charge an entry fee, but
we ask if you can, to bring donations of
food that will go into food boxes for the
community,” he said.

For the future, Stines said the parade
committee hopes to achieve a 501(c)(3)

GOOD NEWS FRANKLIN COUNTY

status that will aid in helping to fund
the parade.

“One of our goals is to get to being
2 501(c)(3) to help us ensure more
donations. If we put a number on it,
it takes us about $5,000 to put on the
parade,” he explained.

Stines said the parade committee works
diligently to give back to the community
while encouraging everyone to participate
in this long held community tradition.

“We always try to pick a project to
give back to, such as the Shriners and the
local schools,” he said. “The last few years
have been rebuilding due to Covid, but
I think that people are starting to come
back out like they used to. There’s just
so much tradition. It’s about community
and community identity. I think that’s
why people love it so much. We invite the
community and surrounding communities
to come and be a part of it in whatever
way they can.” GN

For latest parade news, follow the
parade on Facebook at Cowan
Christmas Parade and Market.

The (MNonket

Joining in with the weekend’s feslivilies,
the Cowan Chrisimas Markel will be held
on Friday and Salurday, Dec. 2 and 3.

Hours for the markel are 4 (0 9 p.m. on
Friday, and 10 a.m. (0 4 p.m. on Salurday.
The even! will fealure a hosl of local
businesses and vendors [0 assis! palrons
with their holiday shoppina.
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COMMUNITY
EVENTS

Score one for the fight against cancer

Photography by Brooke Snyder

'The second annual Touchdowns Against Cancer car, truck, motorcycle
show, and barbecue fundraiser was recently held at Russell Barnett
Chevy. The event featured a car show, raffle, appearances by the
Franklin County High School Rebel football players, and, of course,
delicious barbecue. A live DJ was also on hand to keep all the
festivities lively. All proceeds from the event benefited St. Jude’s
Hospital and the Franklin County football team.

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC You can 'elv on NAT“BAI. GAS.

Sometimes the best things in life are the simplest ones - reliable
home and water heating, lower monthly utility bills, and a home
that can keep up with the hustle and bustle year-round.

Merry Christmas
Elk River Public Utility District

217 S. Jackson St., Tullahoma « 931-455-9311
1524 Hillsboro Blvd., Manchester « 931-728-3332
Marshall C. Casper, CFP®, AAMS™ 635 Dinah Shore Blvd., Winchester « 931-967-3642

Financial Advisor “Your Hometown Natural Gas Provider Since 1955”

1805 Bypass Road
i ERPUD WWW.ERPUD.COM

Winchester, TN 37398
931-967-8003

Pack, Ship, Fax, Scan, Email, Copy,
Laminating, Mailbox Suite Rental,

Tree Free Greeting Cards
& matching envelope,
USA made - °3.99

Conditivging e . f X“/ MR. POSTMAN

Authorized Shipping Center

209 S. Jefferson St., Winchester, TN
(931) 967-5777 » www.shipwithmrpostman.com
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Celebration of life
in the foothills of the plateau!

Photography by Brooke Snyder

'The annual Fall Heritage Festival was held in the small and bustling
town of Cowan. The annual three-day festival drew large crowds with
arts and crafts vendors, food, music, and more. Attendees were also
able to enjoy a fireworks display on Friday and Saturday. The festival
is a fundraiser for the Cowan Railroad Museum to engage regional
communities through the educational and inspirational experience of
history, music, arts, and civic involvement.

A TR OR e | e
g{ It's a season of gratitude o y Need concrete work?

> All Types:
Let's take time to appreciate the big and little blessings we have. N 1 &% - Driveways - Sidewalks

Now ex \ L - Patios - & More
SHOWING! REALTY p i \
5 bedl candice.haddon@exprealty.com
: 2.5 bath | www.candicehaddon.exprealty.com
i Huntland, TN Beect: S31676-9121
$489.900 HADDON | office: 888-519-5113 x393

’ﬁ%@m

&

ROOMS X a2 A &R:fhﬁrdaon V\\Ileste Rgrrlloval
e BTy ichardson Waste Solution
AVAILABLE B33} S\ [t o

Residential « Commercial * Industrial

Ages 55+, 1,600 52,000 Month K - Roll-Off Containers |
. .. onstruction * Demo Debris + Commercia b I \
« Meals « 24/7 Staff Laurel Oaks Assisted |.IVII'Ig Industrial « General Clean-Up cALL TODAY
+ Medical Supervision  Home Atmosphere | 4884 Old Tullahoma Road, Winchester
« Personal Care « Rural Setting (931)967-9567 or 931-967-9061
« Laundry .
rubyweller886@gmail.com (£]

= ]

- Quality service since 1963 Our Business is Picking Up!

931-433-6634
< Ask about easy bill pay!

’ .
————— —= = -~

www.laureloaksassistedlivingfacili.com
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EVENTS

CALENDAR

November 16

November 22

10:00 am Weekly Storytime
Franklin County
Public Library

Bring the kids to engage
their imagination with
fun, adventurous stories.

November 19

9:30am Cozy Christmas
Craft Fair 2022
Capitol Hill
Community Center
5631 AEDC Rd.
Winchester

Visit and shop with
local crafters and
product vendors.

November 20

5:00 pm Community
Thanksgiving Service
Cowan Cumberland
Presbyterian Church
206 W. Cowan St.

The speaker will be
Reverend Dr. Linda
Hutton, Supply Priest

at St. Agnes’ Episcopal
Church. The host church
and choir will lead in
music and song.

10:00 am Franklin County
Library STREAM
Franklin County
Public Library

Join us to have fun

with STREAM — science,
technology, reading,
engineering, arts,

and math.

November 24

11:00 am 931 Cares
Winchester First United
Methodist Church

We will be providing a
community Thanksgiving
dinner from 11 a.m. until

2 p.m. Everyone in the
community is invited. We
will be delivering meals to
those who can't attend

in person.



December 3

1:.00pm Cowan Christmas

Parade & Market
Begins at Cookie’s
Market and continues
through town, ending
at Cowan Elementary
School.

Parade will be held rain
or shine. Line up is at
noon. The deadline for
submitting parade entry
forms is December 2

at noon.

December 9

3:00 pm A Merry Little

Downtown Christmas
Winchester
Town Square

Activities will include a
free photo with Santa,
a chance to win a bike/
gift, pancake breakfast
by Rotary, vendors,
crafts, and merchant
specials.

December 10

7:30am Rudolph Run 5K

Downtown Winchester

The race will start

and end in downtown
Winchester. Early bird
registration is $25. After
that, general registration
will increase to $35.

Race proceeds benefit
Campora Family
Resource Center’s
Angel Tree Program.

For more events

and to submit
an event visit:

www.GoodNewsMags.com/events

or call (800) 247-7318
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ADVERTISER INDEX

We can spread Good News because of our generous
S l P P () R I E R S advertisers. They help make our world a little brighter.
We encourage you to do business with them.

1st Choice Loans LLC 21 Metro Industrial Manchester 38

Adult & Pediatric Dermatology Skin Solutions PLLC..........ccurinnenn. 23 Mid-Town Loans 23

Al White Motors 55 Middle Tennessee Respiratory 54

Amy Andreola Fridrich & Clark Realty 57 Money Cash House, LLC 25

Animal Care Center 23 Moore Cortner Funeral Home 7

Badcock Corporation 39 Mountain View Construction Supply 23

Bennett's Pharmacy 25 Mr Postman 62

Berzett Excavating 17 New Life TN 32

Century 21 Prestige 3 Norman Furniture 4

Champs Septic Tank LLC 54 Pioneer Motorcycles 38

Citizens Community Bank 57 Professional Health Service 17

Citizens Tri-County Bank 54 Rainey Donny 25

Clark’'s Home Solutions LLC 21 Richardson Waste Removal / Richardson Waste Solutions..........ccccuceuu. 63

Clayton's Shoes 17 Russell Barnett Ford of Winchester 68

Danley Heating and Air Conditioning 62 Sheriff Tim Fuller 32

Edward Jones Investments - Marshall C. Casper 62 Southern Iron Works 32 '
Elk River Health & Nursing of Winchester 57 Southern TN Regional Health System 5 |
Elk River Public Utility District 62 Stan McNabb Chevrolet Buick GMC 9

EXP Realty Candice Haddon 63 Swafford's Property Shop 19

First Bank Decherd 32 Swann Equipment Co. 54 i
First Community Financial Services 19 Swiss Pantry 39 I
First Vision Bank Tullahoma 38 Teddy's Lawnmower Sales and Service 15 |
Franklin County Paint 54 Traders Bank Tullahoma 15 [
Franklin Manor 38 Troy Gifford 63

Grant Funeral Services 19 Vanderbilt Tullahoma Harton Hospital 2 !
Gregory M. O'Neal, Attorney at Law 23 Wags & Wiggles LLC 39
John Smith, Jr. Realty and Auction Co 25 Walnut Hill Coffee Co. 55 |
Kay Caldwell Real Estate 15 Water's Edge Chocolates 67 |
Keith's Tank Service 19 Watson Barn Rentals LLC 57

L & L Landscaping 21 Winchester Family Dentistry 21

Laurel Oaks Inc. 63 Winchester Podiatry 55

LTS Construction LLC 57 Woodard's Diamonds & Design 39

Lynch-Rigsby Realty and Auction 17,32 Zaxby's Winchester 33

Lynchburg Nursing Center 55
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MOUTH. WATERING. TREATS.

QUALITY CHOCOLATE. HANDCRAFTED TO PERFECTION EVERY DAY.
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Place an order today
for yourself or a friend at:

WATERSEDGECHOCOLATES.COM

EDGECHOCO,
7-

S EDH

206 S. ANDERSON ST.
TULLAHOMA, TN 37388

Mon. - Thurs. 10AM - 8PM « Fri & Sat. 10AM - 9PM



Kws e W—i‘ C‘;:jf‘:g g
Barriett ouone
FAMILY

“May this Holiday Season
sparkle and shine and may
all your wishes and dreams
come true, Merry Christmas
from our Family to Yours!”
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H. Russell Barnett =iB= |
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View Our Inventory or Schedule Service Appointments Online

Russell Barnett Ford | Russell Barnett Chevy GMC
Ask Us About Our

DISCOVER THE 931-967-2277 | 931-967-4513
NETT
T v 4055 Tullahoma Hwy. | 1981 Cowan Hwy. LIFETIME
. POWERTRAIN WARRANTY

Winchester, TN | Winchester, TN

www.RussellBarnett.com



