ATTN: RUSSELLVILLE ELECTRIC BOARD
You are being deceived by your manager.
Stop toeing the line and start working for the

rate payers. CUT THE RATES!.
~ Darren Woodruff, City Council Dist. 2 = "I Am Answering Your Call"

FranklinFreePress.net

Have an opinion?
\ Sfory idea?

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

If Russellville City Schools had a
refrigerator, Superintendent Heath
Grimes could display the system's
Alabama State Report Card right on
front.

The 2021-2022 state report card
scores were released Monday after a
two-year absence due to COVID-19
creating challenges including virtual
learning, excessive absences and
other COVID related factors.

The system received an overall
score of 90, a 'A,' and a spot in the

Fishing Tackle-
Huge Supply in Stock!
15347 Hwy 43 - 256-332-1108

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

In a split vote, the Franklin County
Commission voted 3-1 to table a
request from Franklin County
Revenue Commissioner Stratt Byars
for a $1/hour increase in the pay of
all Revenue Commission Office
employees.

At the commission's November 21,
2022, meeting, Commissioners Chris
Wallace, Joseph Baldwin and David
Hester voted in favor of tabling the
issue until next summer when the
commission begins budget discus-
sions for Fiscal Year 2023-2024.
Commissioner Jason Miller voted
against the measure.

Byars made the request at the

Mitch M. McKinney
Attorney At Law

256.398.6815
102 Jackson Ave S.
Russellville

Norc ade that the quality of the legal s r'ormcd
grea( it i e quality of legal servic: espermrmedby i Wawy

Reaching new heights: RGS
earns ‘A’ on state report card

state's top 20 school system scores.
This is the first time Russellville City
Schools has attained a grade of 'A;'
made all the more impressive by the
fact that fewer school systems
earned an 'A' or 'B' grade this year.

“It's no secret our teachers, stu-
dents and staff have faced many
unprecedented challenges since the
last State Report Card was
released,” Grimes said. “But as they
always do, they have risen to meet
those challenges head-on and have
worked tremendously hard to
account for any gaps in learning that
the pandemic may have caused.

See ‘REPORT CARD,’ Page 4

Commission tahles Byars’ request
for second $1/hr. employee raise

commission's November 14th work
session.

All  Franklin County full-time
employees received a $1/hour raise
that started October 1, 2022, the first
day of the new fiscal year.

Additionally, the commission
approved a $1/hour increase to the
pay scale for the Franklin County
Sheriff's Office in October. At the
time the second $1/hour was
approved, Franklin County Probate
Judge Barry Moore said it was an
effort by commissioners to make law
enforcement jobs in Franklin County
more attractive and competitive with
neighboring jurisdictions.

Byars, who repeatedly said he sup-
ported the second $1/hour increase
for sheriff's employees, also

See ‘COMMISSION,’ Page 8

Our team is ready to serve youl!

SINGING RIVER

D:ENT 1S

\J V
531 St. Clair St., Russellville
Call 256.332.6888 to schedule your appointment today!

SingingRiverDentistry.com
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Up to 75% off storewide!

Ashley Sofa
2-7!17 reg. Top Matiress

699, Res. $777

1 699
Ashley et

Ashley
ls‘gggl]lg:l%% Table-4 chairs

Jackson Furnlture
Franklin Center  Russellville

Taking care of

your family’s
dental needs

— Brett M. Bowen, DDS

Bowen

Family

Dentist
243 Underwood RoaI;Xiussellvule 256 332 4000

5", FAMlLY DENTISTRY
Mike McLeary, DDS |

Mon., Tues, Thu., 8-5, Wed. 8-2 |
256.332.6073 :
510 Engle Dr, » Russellville
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Paparazzi Jewelry
Scentsy Candles
New Christmas Decor
Christmas Gifts & More!
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“Healthy Living JAN ] 74 BN@ ™ Momuments are Designea &
is |
Happy Living!”

Lettered in our local shop.
On-site Engraving & Sandblasting

AR : \ Franklin County’s Home Owned and
Operated Monument Dealer!

D
) Grant & Beverly Atkins

A i 403 East Lawrence Street
Russellville, Alabama

Introducing:
U “In Memory of our loved ones...

Dr. Ch ris tOPh er / brought to you by Atkins Marble and Granite Works
. | and Franklin Memory Gardens
Rankin i

* Primary Care Physician
» Medical Check-Ups & Consultations
Christy Lynn Aycock Darks, 48, of Lebanon,

* Health Screenings Tennessee, passed away Thursday, November 24,

2 5 6 _ 3 3 1 ] 2 7 0 0 2022. Pinkard Funerat;’ I:?’gqnfig/f Russellville assisted
15225 Hwy 43 + Suite |

.. RUSSELLVILLE
l. HOSPITAL
For updates on news
and sports through-
out the week, visit us
xPerienCQ on the web at
5 - www.franklinfreep-
4 ress.net! Send your
/) guest columns, 1 NETAN Illl"'
recipes, cartoon pan- g
P R E D ATO R els, letters to the edi- '
tor and other cre-

P E—‘?e-l,-n gcﬂ,',ﬁlt'}’f’ . ative submissions to Brandon Seay, Owner
Eddie Deaton T 13365 Hwy. 243
(256) 627-1996 Russellville Airport

(662) 862-5631 (662) 840-4055 (256) 436 0465

Apartments & Townhomes
Water included startmg at:

256.383.447 3 Ext 2021
340 Cox Blvd  Sheffield, AL

205.993.5005. « Pike Avenue * Phil Campbell
TDD (Hearing impaired) 800.548.2546




Letter to the Editor: Reader questions
why letter was published

(Editor’s Note: While most of our letters to the editor are written by local res-
idents, we do not require that as a condition to submit a letter. We have run
letters to the editor from statewide political candidates, non-profit organiza-
tions and other individuals. While we may not agree with Ms. Kirkpatrick’s
views, we respect the right of all readers to share their opinions.)

Dear Editor:

In reference to the letter from Lynda Kirkpatrick, Chair Marion County
Democratic Party, | am very disappointed that this feminist which is not even
from Franklin County and lives in Winfield had a article published in your
paper.

People will read and believe her inaccurate information. Very disappointed.
She has no business saying anything to the voters of Franklin County.

Pam Cannon Taylor
Franklin County

Send your guest columns, recipes, cartoon panels,
letters to the editor and other cre-
ative submissions to franklin-
freepress@yahoo.com.

For updates on news and sports
throughout the week, don’t forget to visit us online
at www.franklinfreepress.net!

Franklin
Free Press

113 Washington Ave. NW
Russellville, AL 35653
256-332-0255

The Franklin Free Press is published weekly by Pilati
Investments, Inc.
Our publication is mailed to our readers at no charge.

For updates on
news and sports

Publisher throughout the
John Pilati week, visit us on
Executive Editor the web a?
Michael Rice www.franklin-
E-mail: franklinfreepress@yahoo.com freepress.net!

Sales Representatives
Michael Rice, John Pilati
Content Contributors
Gail Motes, Christian Medina
Graphic Design
Jason Hill

Correction Policy
The Franklin Free Press strives for excellence and accuracy, and we
will be pleased to correct any error in our newspaper. To request a
correction or clarification, call or e-mail our office.

Letters to the editor
The Franklin Free Press is published by
hometown people, for hometown people. We urge contributions of all kinds,
including guest columns, picture submissions, cartoons or letters to the
editor. Send any letters to our office via U.S. Postal Service or e-mail, and we
will gladly publish them. Letters must be signed and contain the
hometown and phone number of the author. The Franklin Free Press reserves
the right to edit letters for style, length and content.

Copyright Information
Published by Pilati Investments, Inc. Copyright 2022
All materials and content are copyrighted by the Publisher
This publication may not be reproduced, in whole or in part, by any method,
without the express written permission of the Publisher.

Send your guest
columns, letters
to the editor and
other creative
submissions to
franklinfreep-
ress@yahoo.com.

Shoals Primary Care
welcomes

Dr. Zaman h@n ',
Shah j? |

to the practice
in Shefhield

Board certified in Internal Medicine,
Dr. Shah is an exceptional physician and
a close family member of Dr. Syed.

He will be continuing Dr. Syed’s legacy
of excellent and compassionate patient
care with Shoals Primary Care.

Monday-Thursday 8am - 5pm
Walk-ins are Welcome

MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED
MEDICARE PATIENTS WELCOME

SHOALS

PRIMARY CARE

342 Cox Boulevard
Shefhield
256-383-4473

shoalsprimarycarellc.com

Aonngel Slcriil

Licensed Massage Therapist LMT #1495
¢ Reiki Practitioner Il

/

256.332.4220

Creative Image Salon
7129 Hwy 43 - Spruce Pine




NOW HIRING

Starting wages of
$17 per hour up to
$22.30 per hour with
incentive!!

Benefits include: Medical, Dental, Vision,
Vacation, Holidays, 401K and Night Shift
Incentive and Opportunities for Advancement!

Join the Pilgrim’s team by
applying in person at our plant on
2045 Hwy. 244 in Russellville,
or online at www.pilgrimsusa.com.
Call 256-768-3707 for more information!

Pilgrim’s is an Equal
Opportunity Employer,

“Eye Care & Eye Wear for
Your Unique Lifestyle”

256-332-5440
15255 Hwy 43
Russellville
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EyeCareProfessionals

Miranda Decker, M.D.
INTERNAL MEDICINE

Comprehensive Adult
Health Care

Rus_se_llville Internal
Medicine, P.C.

535 Gandy Street NE
Russellville, AL 35653

256-332-1120

Mon-Thur
8-5

‘REPORT CARD, from Page 1

“I'm extremely proud of everyone in this district and their determination
and drive. This district grade is something everyone should celebrate
because it is an achievement everyone played a part in,” Grimes added.

There are several criteria used to calculate each school's, and school sys-
tem's, overall grade. Those factors include: academic achievement, aca-
demic growth, college and career readiness, graduation rate, chronic
absenteeism, and progress in English proficiency. The English proficiency
indicator represents five percent of a system's overall score if at least 20 of
its students fall below English proficiency standards.

Additionally, the only students who are included in the English proficiency
score in Alabama are those who have been in the United States six years
or more.

Overall, Russellville City Schools scored extremely well in academic
growth, graduation rate, college and career readiness and chronic absen-
teeism.

In the English proficiency category, most Alabama schools received failing
grades (below 60). In fact, the state average is 43.56. Russellville City
Schools had a score of 57.70, significantly higher than the state average,
but still below a 60. With 56.22% of its students classified as
Hispanic/Latino, Russellville City Schools has one of the state's highest
Hispanic/Latino enroliments. The system has received state acclaim for its
innovation in helping students attain English proficiency.

Even though the system earned its highest score ever, there were two
Russellville City Schools that saw their overall score decrease from three
years ago. Those were Russellville Middle School and Russellville High
School.

RHS' score dropped from a 90 to an 82. But Grimes explained that drop
resulted from a change in the metrics used for grading.

“The state changed the way it scored the 2019 ELA data from using ACT
English to using English, Reading and Writing, which changed the scores
significantly for high schools,” Grimes said. “Also, the cut scores that were
used for academic proficiency in the ACT changed in some categories by
two points. That is a major change in ACT scoring.”

“While the report card score might have changed for RHS, the level of
proficiency really didn't. It's very misleading and shouldn't be reflected as a
drop but rather where RHS stands on a new scoring system,” he added.

RHS excelled in graduation rate and college and career readiness, but
dropped in its academic achievement score.

Russellville Middle School scored an 81 three years ago and saw that
number drop to 79 this year. Even with the two-point drop, RMS remains
among the top half of middle schools in Alabama and scored above the
state average of 77. RMS ranked 121/245 middle and junior high schools.

Russellville Elementary School's overall grade of 86 was boosted by a
100 score in academic growth and a strong score in chronic absenteeism.

West Elementary School also received an 86 and a perfect score of 100
in academic growth.

While Grimes continues to take issue with some of the State Department
of Education criteria used to calculate school report card scores, he
remains satisfied with the way Russellville City Schools is educating its chil-
dren.

“Education, especially here at Russellville City Schools, is more than a
score and can't be judged by one single letter grade,” Grimes said. “When
you're at these schools day in and day out, you can see students gaining
confidence in what they're learning; you can see English Language
Learners finally grasping a completely new language that they're expected
to take tests in; you can see students living out the character lessons
they're learning on kindness and respect and responsibility; you see stu-
dents coming out of their shells and making friends or trying new extracur-
ricular activities; you see students persevering and trying their hardest even
though life for them outside of school may be challenging.

“These kinds of things are all important to a child's education as well.
Well-rounded students are well-prepared students, and we believe that's
what we have here at RCS. Our students are seeing growth at all levels,
and that's what we're focused on,” Grimes added.

7~ Letterg

We love to hear from you! Send your guest
columns, recipes, cartoons, letters to the
to the editor and other creative submissions
EdthP to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.
/ For updates on news and sports
throughout the week, don'’t forget to check

&‘

<

us out online at franklinfreepress.net!
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Russellville City Schools
Adminéstuatons, leachers,

Students & Staff!!

Russetlvdlle City Schools
has receired an ovev all guade
of “A” on the Alabama State
Repodt Cared!

o

Only 23 of Alubamda’s 145
Public School Systems veceived

an ovev all guade of “A!”
Once again, i&¢'s GREAL to
be o Golden ligen!




HE NACOLG SENIORx MEDICATION ASSISTANCE PRO-
GRAM SUPPLIES FREE AND LOW COST MEDICATIONS FOR
16 H 2 56.393.8?51 ANYONE IN ALABAMA WITH A DISABILITY OR A CHRONIC ILLNESS

ac iR UG LI REGARDLESS OF AGE THAT REQUIRES DAILY MEDICATION.
MEDICARE RECIPIENTS MAY ALSO BE ELIGIBLE. FOR MORE INFOR-
& Expaciion 55, MATION CONTACT NACOLG SENIORx TODAY. THERE IS NO CHARGE
LI, .~ FOR THIS SERVICE.1-800-AGELINE (1-800-243-5463) 256-389-0530
126,039 miles. PAULA PARDUE 256-389-0529 THIS PROGRAM IS IN PARTNERSHIP
$22,000 ' WITH THE STATE OF ALABAMA AND ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF SEN-
IOR

he Sons of Confederate Veterans, Lt Col John W Harris Jr, Camp
#1833 will meet Thursday, December 1st, at 6:00PM at Russellville
Rec Center on Ash Ave in Russellville. Camp #1833 meets the 1st Thursday of
each month EXCEPT January and July. For more info call 256-324-2317.
Everyone’s welcome!
he Senior Center at Phil Campbell is under new management.
The Town of Phil Campbell would like to invite and encourage
everyone in our area that is 60 years and older to come be a part of the
-y g . group. This is for men and women. They meet at the Phil Campbell
* Buildi ng Supplles for Community Center Monday thru Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00. A delicious

Residential/Commercial 1unch is served around 11:00 a.m. Come on out and join in on the games

“Let us help vou find financing
for YOUR dream car!”

FI"'CliECtS or just sit and have a cup of coffee and socialize!! So if you, your parents,
o - grandparents or your neighbor is 60 or older, pass the word and come out
* Metal Fabrication and enjoy a morning of fun & lunch!
e Custom Hﬂrdscc:lping he Town of Littleville announces a change in its garbage pickup

* P schedule for the upcoming holidays: They will be picking trash
Outdoor Kitchens on November 23rd.-28th and on December 2nd. The mayor and council

M Oon. -Fl‘i - f: 30 -5 = Sat - 8 :00 -1 2 added and extra pickup to give more services to their citizens. They have
also added and extra pickup during Christmas and New Years holidays.

2 5 6 - 3 32 - 8 1 8 1 he annual Russellville Christmas Parade wiII. belThursda_y,

December 1, 2022, at 6 p.m. There are applications available
for participation at the Franklin County Chamber of Commerce. This year’s
HWY 43 L I ttlevl I Ie theme is “Christmas Past.” Line up will be 5:15 p.m., at Big Star parking lot.
: : . Entry deadline is Monday, Nov. 28, at 4 p.m.

on’t miss the 3rd Annual Santa Fly-In and Toy Drive Saturday,

Dec. 3, from 10 a.m.-12 p.m., at the Russellville Municipal
Airport. Come experience the magic of Santa’s arrival with your family!
Bring a toy to donate and your camera for a pic with Santa!

he East Franklin Volunteer Fire Department will be serving

William Earl Bishop’s smoked chicken and pulled barbecue
pork plates from 4-7 p.m ., on Friday, December 2nd. Due to popular
demand, they will be smoking even more chicken this time. Proceeds will
be used to help pay for their new Engine 1 fire truck. Plates available at
EFVFD, 10443 Highway 81, Phil Campbell. Carryout or Dine-In. Plates are
$10 each. Dessert donations appreciated.

. *f :_.
Dr. Kell y's J
U rgent Care New 2023 Medicare Plan Expansion

in Franklin, Marion, and Winston counties

Walk-In visits available.

We are available to screen AY Annual Enrollment Period %
and test for COVID-19. Oej g8  OctlSth-Dec7th s,
Mon.-Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-3, Sun. 1-5 Call us for a Free review 7

13150 Hwy. 43, Suite 10, Russellville of your NEW plan options 9

256-331-2092. MEDICARE
INSURANCE SPECIALISTS
Serving your family for more than 30 years. — Of the Shondy —

Fam”y Practice, Pediatrics, Newborn Care. Conner Sanderson (256) 648-5220 Kay Holland
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iMoo Remember”;
...,‘; “"‘ d :
22" Dc you know a Franklin County family who could use some b
. help this Christmas season? You’re invited to nominate
them to be one of three families chosen to have a ‘Christmas ~ .
to Remember’ this year! Nominations should be emailed to W Syt i)
jfp@franklinmediagroup.net and should not be longer than . —= s \
200 words. All nominations will be kept in confidence and not “‘ii\’ .
‘B published. We will select three families to receive a $500 ‘Christmas to | AR
' Remember’ this year! Tell us about the family you nominate and why
they need help this Christmas season. Include your name and telephone 73 e
number when you submit your nomination. Nominations run through =7
December 14, 2022, at 5 p.m. Franklin County families only, please. We will 77
purchase $500 in necessities and Christmas gifts tailored for each family.
This promotion is sponsored by the Franklin Free Press, the law firm of
Bedford, Rogers, Bowling & McReynolds and El Patron Mexican Restaurant.

-

—

Sponsored by:

FRANKLINFREEPRESS.NET

Y o VW o VW o VY o YV VY Y Y

¢ 5 EL PATROR

(MEXICAN RESTAURANT)

FE

13655 Hwy 43 * Russellville

Walmart Shopping Center
altata’aa'a'a’a’a

- Bedtord
ogers
8. Bowling,pc.
303 N. Jackson
L. qjussellulle

256.332.2880

No representatio made that the quality of the legal services to be performed is
greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers

| l |




John Almirol, M.D.

Internal Medicine

“Over 22 Years Caring
for Franklin County.”
Mon-Thur: 8:30-5:00

\

XTI, Friday: 8:30-12:00
Medicare, Medicaid, Viva, BCBS, Humana,

and United Healthcare insurances accepted.

Specializing in preventing, diagnosing
and treating a wide variety of diseases
and health issues affecting adults.

Accepting new patients
256.331.1900

)
i\

4

| ext t

i -

ussellville Hospital

Tombighee Communications is
building in Franklin County!

We are offering the fastest
internet speeds in Alabama
and superior HD phone
services at affordable prices.

Ready to sign up?

www.freedomfiber.com
205-921-6712

‘GOMMISSION, Trom Page 1

requested the same $1/hour additional raise for his office staff, saying he
believed any raise should have been across the board for all county employ-
ees.

After commissioners tabled the request until budget consideration time,
Byars asked for the issue to be placed on the December 2022 meeting
agenda, but Moore said the commission's action meant the request would
not be discussed until summer 2023.

The Sheriff's Office sees more employer turnover than any other county
department, so Franklin County Sheriff Shannon Oliver came to commis-
sioners this summer and asked for the $1/hour pay scale increase as a way
to bring hourly wages to the level of Colbert and Lawrence Counties, as well
as the Russellville Police Department.

According to Moore,
the commission sup-
ported the request, °
which was independent
of the $1/hour across PeSt SOlUtlonS
the board raises for all ,
county employees, but / , , :
the State of Alabama e
Auditors said the com- .
mission could not :
include the $1/hour pay
scale increase for one |—
department in its budg-
et.

Auditors said the com-
mission would have to
do it at a business
meeting after the FY
2022-23 budget was
approved, so that's
what happened in
October, he explained.

Oliver, who rarely

Pest & osquito

Control
swservecany | 150-332-4008

the November 21st meeting to clear up what he called 'some issues and
misconceptions' about his department.

“During the budget process in August, | asked for a raise for my employees
and ultimately, | asked for a change in the pay scale,” Oliver said. “We were
so far off other pay scales. And the men and women in our department do
a lot for the people of Franklin County.

“What ended up happening is they got a $1/hour raise that all employees
got and the pay scale change of $1/hour, and I'm here to say | appreciate it.
Right now, my employees feel like they are being attacked and feel like peo-
ple don't think they deserve (the raise). We did a lot of research to see what
similar departments are paying and | appreciate what you have done. But |
wanted to publicly clear this up and clarify exactly what was done,” he
added.

The Sheriff's Office has a pay scale that's different from other departments
because of the unique hierarchy of the department, with sergeants, cap-
tains, etc.

Oliver also said there were some reductions in other areas of his office
budget to help compensate for the $1/hour pay scale increase. With the total
of a $2/hour increase, Oliver said the pay is now competitive with neighbor-
ing departments.

“Our biggest turnover now is in jail staff. It's not the most ideal work envi-
ronment, and it's not a job everyone can do,” Oliver said. “Our training for a
new deputy is about eight months before he completes it and gets on the
road by himself.”

In other agenda items, the commission:

--accepted a $500 bid from Taylor Weclowski for the purchase of a 2007
Nissan Titan and $451 from Jamie Medley on a 2008 Dodge Durango. Both
vehicles had been declared surplus property.

--accepted the retirement of Steve Pounders from the Franklin County
Highway Department, and approved the hiring of Mickey Montgomery to fill
the Certified Construction Manager position.

--approved the termination of Michael Harris from a Corrections
Officer/Dispatcher position, approved the promotion of Brent Wells to
deputy and the employment of Samuel Allen Cosby as Sheriff's Office Clerk.

--approved an allocation for $7,250 for gutter repairs and wood work at the
Franklin County Department of Human Resources building.

--set Friday, Dec. 23 and Monday, Dec. 26, as holidays for Christmas. The
courthouse will be closed both dates.

--appointed Commissioner Joseph Baldwin as Chairman Pro Tem of the
Franklin County Commission.




)  FRANKLIN DISCOUNT
OBEN DRUGS

In Phil Gamphell! 205-993-4554

Free|localDelivery!
convenientibriv

Mon.-Fri. 9-6
3145 Hwy 237
Phil Campbeli

Next to Phil Campbell
High School

Owner/Pharmacist
Wes Mayfield

For updates on news and sports throughout the week, don’t
forget to check us out on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!

08 Ford Edge
$1500 Down
06 Lincoln Town Car
$1000 Down
08 Chevy Trailblazer
$1500 Down
07 Toyota Camry | 02 Ford Explorer Sport

$1500 Down $800 Down
elledge.jeff@gmail.com

2506 Woodward Ave * Muscle Shoals
256.383.7979 » 256.710.3711

03 Chevy Tahoe
$1200 Down
02 Lexus ES
$1200 Down
02 Ford Expedition
$1200 Down

GIty of Russeliviiie targets Oct. 2023 start for

commercial solid waste operations
John Pilati
Franklin Freee Press

The Russellville City Council approved the purchase of more than $1
million in vehicles and dumpsters that will allow the city to begin commer-
cial solid waste
operations next
year.

The council Py
unanimously
oo | ST QOIUTIONS
chases at its
November 21st { L Y 4
meeting. ' R -

There will be two s % i
2024 Mack TE64 ' ]
Heil Front Loader N’
garbage trucks
purchased from
Ingram Equipment
for $686,376.34,
one 2023
International
CV515 Galbreath
CHB800 Container
Handler truck pur-
chased for $106,
988.23, also from
Ingram Equipment.

The city council

Pest & osquito

Control
o] 236-332-4008

commercial front load garbage dumpsters, not to exceed $214,550.
Russellville Mayor David Grissom said there is a possibility the city may
purchase used dumpsters from the Franklin County Solid Waste
Department at a later time.

With order delays on the vehicles, it is not expected that the city will begin
commercial solid waste operations until October 2023.

In other agenda items, the council:

--awarded a bank bid for financing four 2023 Kenworth T880 dump trucks
for the Russellville Street Department, in the amount of $900,226.16, to be
used for paving jobs.

--authorized City Clerk Belinda Miller to open a bank account for the city's
Opioid Settlement Funds.

--accepted a letter of resignation from Officer Kyle Knight in the
Russellville Police Department and declared a vacancy for Patrol Officer.

--corrected the pay scale for Randall Jacob Vandiver, hired October 17,
2022, in the RPD to Grade 6, Step 2, based on experience.

The next regular meeting of the Russellville City Council will be December
5, 2022, with work session at 6 p.m., and meeting to follow.

VILLAGE SQUARE
APARTMENTS

Discover Russellville’s Best In Senior Living

“Get a Keurig coffee maker & $100 Gift Card”

50 years of age & Disabled, or
62 years of age or older, or
Mobility Impaired

Rent is based on income

No deposit required

Call 256.332.4620

TTY 800-676-3777

Ask about
our $250
Referral Fee!

Village Square Apartments
100 Village Square | Russellville, AL 35654

Office Hours: Mon. = Fri. 8am-5pm » Closed Sat. & Sun.




assifieds;

256.332.0255

.m ESS « LOST & FOUND * GARAGE SALES * PETS * APPLIANCES « HELP WANTED « SERVICES « APPLIANCES « CLOTHING * FURNITURE
FOR SALE Two pairs of Golden

Steel Toed Retriever Pure
Sofa, Work Boots. Bred Puppies
love seat, and Size 12. For Sale.
four chairs, McRae. Brand Vaccinated. N
and throw pil- New, in box. Ready for new i
lows. Make an $150 for both homes! Male
offer. pairs. Call and Female Elder Abuse’
Call (256)412-  256-324-2407 available.
8247 (2) 3) From $350. N eg lect &
Located in

Don Enrique’ ciﬁ‘zc";:"zg;?f-
Agent “ KARLRAGAN 256.332.9064

L UCRCI Trimming ¢ Topping ¢ Removal
e r e Bucket Work ¢ Stump Grinding

Exploitation

ennqueshomes(@yahoo.com

Rent Cattle
Pasture in For Rent 1 BR
HP Russellville. Furnished
sewlcmﬁ GE‘“EHIEE Please call 2BR/2BA Apartment in
R 256-627-9691. Apartment in Russellville.
de segurﬂs }‘ulvlenda (5) Russellville. Patio nery ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF

Porch. Call decorated. Call @ 1-800-458-7214
256-332-5081.  256-332-5081

" @) RESOURCES

& aps@dhr.alabama.gov

256-740-2356

BOOK YOUR
NEXT HUNT'
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Send your guest columns, letters to the editor and other
creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

Check us out online at www.franklinfreepress.net!
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an easy test.
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find out if you have the virus.
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effective at identifying COVID-19.
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Find testing near you at
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John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

When acclaimed Shoals songwriter/musician Earl 'Peanutt’' Montgomery began a 25-minute music set Sunday evening at the Alabama Music Hall
of Fame, the capacity crowd not only enjoyed his music, but also the legendary songwriter's sto- _ &5 e taes e
res. & jit! ] ‘,.’t' HA‘.\ yr:,;’ 2t :i i:vl(lI:T\l"‘J;"”” Area

Montgomery penned 73 songs recorded by George Jones, 31 recorded by Tammy Wynette LB
and 44 released by his sister, Melba Montgomery. ; rvo. vears: 1ater, bhsi bréhestEs

He's shared the stage with musical legends including Etta James and Patsy Cline, and il ‘ ber formed its first concert in the
Montgomery had a lengthy stint as lead guitar player at Fame Recording Studio in Muscle : - Alys Stephens Performing Alis
Shoals. |

But as talented as Montgomery is, the more than 200 in attendance weren't there just to
hear his music and stories. The star of the night was Montgomery's great nephew, Luke 'L.A." o= =
Shepherd, who debuted his new EP Blue Collar at the November 20th event. AU CLE

Shepherd, a Russellville High School alumnus, hosted an evening of music that included
the six songs off his new EP and a steady diet of cover songs that kept the crowd engaged
during his two sets.

Blue Collar was recorded at City Lights Studio in Decatur. It includes six original songs, sev-
eral written by Shepherd, including Cold Like Home, an emotional ballad about moving on,
quite literally, from a lost love.

“In a beat up Dodge Durango, I'll be heading out for Colorado.

Ever since she called it quits, | need somewhere | know nobody will follow.

Cause if | have to live this life alone, I'm gonna hit the highway.

And do my best to find somewhere out there for this old heart to break.”

Shepherd's Alabamer Queen, the song he is promoting for his first radio release, tells the
story of a 'Birmingham princess, makin' me speechless, every time she walks in a room...She
ain't afraid to raise a little cain on a weekday. She ain't ashamed if her twang is a little too yee-
hah! She can handle a shotgun, shotgun a cold one, hotter than the cotton pickin' heat. She
gets it good and honest from her momma's daddy's momma. She's a home sweet
Rammerjammer, Yellowhammer, Alabama queen.”

Shepherd's EP is available on iTunes for $4.99. Spiked by downloads from those in atten-
dance at his album release party, Blue Collar soared to the #72 most downloaded country
album the day after his show.

When you reserve the Alabama Music Hall of Fame for your debut album release party, it

can be a roll of the Shepherd, left, with Earl “Peanutt” Montgomery.
dice to see how

many folks show
up. By all accounts, though, Shepherd could never have envisioned the
turnout.

“I didn't know tonight if this place would be near empty or near full, so |
really appreciate y'all being here tonight,” Shepherd said.

As the 81-year-old Montgomery concluded his set, he had some words
of praise and encouragement for his great nephew.

“I think Luke, if he stays on the right road and the straight and narrow,
and keeps on pushing, working together with honest people, | believe this
boy will be a star one day,” Montgomery said. “I wish him the best and |
may even put him in my will a little.”

Shepherd promised to 'work til | get this right or it will all be for naught,’
saying that's something 'Peanutt' taught him.

As he neared the end of his final set, Shepherd sang his favorite
George Jones song, Loving You Could Never Be Better, written by Uncle
'Peanutt,’ his wife Charlene and Betty Tate.

He followed with a tribute to his father, Paul Shepherd, who also plays
keyboard in Shepherd's band, his mother, Debbie Nale and his grand-
of Dillon Carmichael's Son of A.
I'm a son of a momma, a son of a dad,
‘ And giving me everything they have.
,”S”MM Let me tell you that | get it now, I'll admit it now,
m” o I'm the son of a momma, a son of a dad who give a damn.
ﬂ ‘ Before finishing with Amazing Grace, Shepherd talked about the past
personal struggles the 29-year-old has faced recently.
I've recently rededicated my life to the Lord and I'm thankful for his
130 North Jackson Ave « Russellville
Mon-Tug-Thu-Fri. 8:5 + Wed. 8-noon * Sat. 3-noon

mother, Carol Frederick. Shepherd then performed an emotional tribute
’ lidille Who will never stop loving me and being there
Why | am the man | am.
| 12 months, a period he described as 'a long hard year,' and some of the
WOOd'ThOmpson lnsurance Amazing Grace,?Shepherd said.
|
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Auto, Home, Life Insurance
English and Spanish

Real deal with a local feel,
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.

Fast start has Golden
Tiger varsity girls off
to 4-2 record

Michael Rice
Franklin Free Press

The Russellville High School varsity girls bas-
ketball team has started the year 4-2 after beat-
ing Central and Tharptown for their first two
wins.

Head RHS girls basketball coach Jermaine
Groce is entering his fourth year as coach and is
looking to see progress after rebuilding the
school's girls varsity basketball program.

“We’re establishing a winning culture,” Groce
said.

The Russellville Golden Tigers' main objective
this season is to remain competitive and stay
free of any injuries, Groce said.

The Golden Tigers are returning their top five
scorers from last season to ?

The top scorer from last season was a three-
way split among Ella Copeland, Jenna Whitfield
and Jacey Moore, who all averaged 10 points
per game.

Copeland started the year off strong and was a
candidate for the Times Daily Player of the
Week. She scored 24 points in the Golden
Tigers' win over Central.

“Moore has always been tough and is great at
figuring out how to score inside. She also led the
team in rebounds last season,” Groce said.

The Golden Tigers return Anna Beth Oliver
and Avery Watts who can each score 10 points
on any given night.

Russellville will compete in 5A Area 15 this
season and next. Lawrence County and West
Point both return to Area 15 and Brewer High
School is the lone newcomer in the four-team

group.

Vargas Roofing &
Home Rgquelmg

>

Shingle & Metal Roofs,
Vinyl Siding, Drywall
and Much More.
Freddy Vargas
256.668.7715

Licensed ¢ Insured * Jeremiah 29:11

Scotty Wood, Agent
137680 Highway 43 Ste 6, Russallville, AL 336353
296-332-0052
scotiy@agantscotty, com
agentscotty . com

o StateFarm
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Golden Tigers loaded with experienced
junior talent for 2022-2023 campaign

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

With five seniors on the roster, Russellville High
School boys varsity basketball coach Patrick
Odom would seem to have a team loaded with
experience. And he does, but not in the way you
might think.

“It's a little misleading in that we really have
only two seniors with varsity experience,” Odom
said. “For Randall (Johnson), it's his first time
playing basketball. Conner (Warhurst) and
Tilman (Baker are our main experienced guys
among that senior group. Our juniors as a whole
have more experience as far as playing on the
varsity.”

That group of six juniors is expected to con-
tribute heavily this season. And in the Golden
Tigers' season opener, junior Amir Williams led
the team with 21 points as Russellville rolled
over Central, 73-51.

With eight of his 12 players playing varsity foot-
ball, it wasn't until last week that Odom had the
entire group together for practice. But that's not a
problem at all, he explained.

“That's pretty common to have guys playing
football as well as basketball, and that's the way
| like it,” Odom said. “I love our guys being out
there helping us win in football.”

In addition to Warhurst, Johnson and Baker, the
other seniors include EJ Jones and Malachi

-
ODOM
Gholston. Juniors include Williams, Mike Young,
KJ Murray, Gavin Hyde, Braylin Vincent and
Malachi Duncan. The lone sophomore is Jai
Williams.
The Golden Tigers improved to 2-0 November

See, ‘RHS,’ page 15

Bohcats off and running to 9-1 start

Michael Rice
Franklin Free Press

Now into his fourth year as the Phil Campbell
Bobcats' boys varsity basketball coach, Shane
Clay has seen his team start fast with a 5-1
record.

After last season’s playoff loss to Danville, Clay
immediately began focusing on this season.

The Bobcats will miss last year’s leading scorer,
Cam Habada, due to surgery he recently under-
went, as well as two senior players who were key
contributors in 2021.

“We're losing Blaine Goodson, a three-year
starter, and Seth Hutcheson, who both graduated
last year,” Clay said.

“Blaine did well for us and Seth was more of a
role player that we could play anywhere we need-
ed him.”

The Bobcats' roster might look a little strange to
most, with 10 seniors and two juniors.

“This senior class | have now was 9th graders
when | got here. They’ve improved tremendously
over the years and are bought into my system,”
Clay said.

Last week, the Bobcats had the opportunity to
play a 6A team and a 7A team in a Thanksgiving
tournament.

“We had a surprising amount of success against
the larger schools,” Clay said.

The Bobcats played Lamar County first and
Bryant Hyde and Canaan Clay both scored 16
points each.

“We did a great job finding out their shooters
early and putting pressure on their shots and box-
ing out well,” Clay said.

In the second round of the tournament, the
Bobcats faced a well coached and very athletic
Addison team.

“We ended up playing zone because a lot of
their guys were tall and lanky and | didn’t think we
matched up with them well if we played

See, ‘PC,’ page 16
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Russellville Dental Care is now
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honoring all “Smile With Us”
plans purchased through
Russellville Dental Care.
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‘RHS, from Page 13

21st with a 67-58 road win at Colbert County. Russellville traveled to
Jasper the next night, and returned home with a 84-52 loss, to fall to 2-
1.

Russellville
returns from a
Thanksgiving

= | Pest Solutions

road game at
Deshler, followed
by a home con-
test the next day
as the Florence
Falcons come to
town.

The Golden
Tigers will take
part in the Times
Daily Tournament

e s | PoSt & Mosquito

the annual Bracy
Invitational after
Christmas. contr0|

The lone
Franklin County 256-332-4008
opponent on this

year's schedule
is Red Bay. Russellville will travel to Red Bay on December 10th and
the Tigers will come to Russellville on January 30, 2023.

So far, so good, Odom said. He likes his team's toughness and inten-
sity, but that's tempered by the need for improvement in other areas.

“I thought we got off to a good start, but we're nowhere where we need
to be overall,” Odom said. “But we've played really hard and that will be
the identity of this group. If you play hard and with a lot of toughness,
those two things take care of a lot of mistakes.

“We're playing well defensively and we hang our hat on that every
night,” he added.

With a full-court pressure defense from start to finish, the team must
rely on every player to contribute, and Odom said his team realizes that
defensive intensity allows each of them to have their opportunity on the
court.

“It's a full-court 100 percent pressure defense with all kinds of varia-
tions where we pick you up all 94 feet,” Odom said. “We've got a lot of
guys with experience who can play and all 12 played in our first game.
We'll rotate nine or 10 guys pretty consistently and that's a benefit to
have that experience.

“We've got a lot of guys with interchangeable parts and it's probably the
deepest roster I've had since I've been at Russellville,” he added.

Odom's style of play turns pressure defense into offensive opportuni-
ties.

“Turnovers can create easy baskets at the other end so we try to play
with an uptempo pace and force the other team to run with us,” Odom
said. “Our motto is 'relentless.’ If you're on the floor, we expect a relent-
less effort and it's each player's job to bring that energy.”

In his 8th season as boys varsity basketball coach, Odom's teams have
excelled in area play. This year's 5A Area 15 includes Russellville,
Lawrence County, West Point and Brewer, the one newcomer.

The Golden Tigers finished last year with a 16-11 record and a second
consecutive area title.

4

We love to hear from you! Send your guest
columns, recipes, cartoons, letters to the
editor and other creative submissions
to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

For updates on news and sports
throughout the week, don’t forget to check
us out online at franklinfreepress.net!
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man defense,” Clay said.

The Bobcats beat Addison 60-44.

In the championship game, the Bobcats faced the Shoals Christian Flames
and lost 51-49 in a last second battle where the Flames shot two free throws
in a row with 10 seconds left on the clock.

“It was a very back and forth game where neither team had a lead greater
than five points,” Clay said.

The Bobcats' area changed this year and they picked up Colbert Heights
and Colbert County in area play.

“Both Colbert Heights and Colbert County are on our radar this year. Both
schools have great teams and always have an athletic bunch,” Clay said.

The Bobcats' point guard is Bryant Hyde who was injured last year after
Christmas.

“Hyde is really athletic and gets down the court as fast as you can. He's
the guy who takes control of the game for us,” Clay said.

Guard Gage Baker averages eight points a game and is a big help on
defense.

“We ask Baker to do a lot. He was very instrumental on defense in our win
over Bear Creek this year,” Clay said.

Top Scorer Kyle Pace is a two-year starter and is a big guard standing 6'2”.

Pace handles the ball well and is the third best shooter on the team aver-
aging 11 points a game, Clay said.

“Pace is by far our best player when it comes to driving the ball to the bas-
ket,” Clay said.

Canaan Clay is a three-year starter and has committed to Welch College
in Gallatin, Tenn.

“I’'m excited for my son and he’s really come along developing his handling
skills, driving to the inside and in his shooting ability,” Clay said.

Clay is the Bobcats' leading scorer averaging 15 points a game and lead-
ing rebounder with eight a game.

Quentin Hyde is a first year starter who worked hard in the off season to
earn a starting position this year.

“He’s a 6’5 outside shooter and that creates a problem for a lot of defenses
because who are you going to put to defend him? Bigger guys he can drive
in around and smaller guys he can shoot over.

“We’re improving each game and | really like specifically the areas in which
we have improved, but we have a whole season to go,” Clay said.

\

DISTINCTIVE
DESIGNS

Distinctive Designs is closing business after 46 years!

Besides the hand-crafted Holiday decorations and award-winning

florals, plants and trees we're renowned for, we're liquidating

hundreds of additional furniture and décor items through our

Factory Showroom in the Russellville Industrial Park:
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Vintage Furniture, Farmhouse Tables, Trunks
Architectural Decor, Framed Artwork & Mirrors
High-Style Lamps, Sconces,
Containers: Glassware, Pottery, Urns, Basketry
Hutches, Sideboards, Buffets
Indoor & Outdoor Planters
Plant Stands, Pedestals
all at closeout prices!

Russellville Industrial Park « 120 Sibley Drive, Russellville, AL

Monday - Friday - 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

256-332-7390 - www.DistinctiveDesigns.com
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John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

After receiving a bill from the Russellville Electric Board demanding pay-
ment of more than $25,000 in additional deposits, the Franklin County
Commission approved a letter of credit to be submitted in lieu of an actual
cash payment for the deposits.

In recent months, the REB has sent out letters (in some cases) demanding
an additional deposit or proof of payment of a deposit, to numerous busi-
nesses and non-profit groups, including churches.

In the case of the Franklin County Commission, which has 10 accounts
with the REB, no letter was ever received making the request for additional
deposit payments. Instead, deposit amounts demanded by the REB were
added to the commission's November 2022 utility bills.

Those deposit charges totaled $25,125.

Franklin County Administrator Leah Mansell confirmed that the county
never received a letter explaining REB's actions or reasons for the large
deposits. Mansell said the $25,125 letter of credit cost county taxpayers
$451.25 this year and an additional $325/year moving forward.

The Russellville Electric Board's 'Rules and Regulations' expressly state
that no account will be opened until a deposit has been paid, so the question
of why an additional deposit was required did not escape Commissioner
Chris Wallace.

“Did we look to see if we paid deposits on these accounts or is it too far
back to check the records? | know deposits had to be paid on these
accounts. It's kind of ridiculous to have to pay that again out of public funds,”
Wallace said.

Some of those accounts in the name of the Franklin County Commission
are for the Franklin County Courthouse, Courthouse Annex, Solid Waste
Shop, Highway Department, Franklin County Jail and Franklin County
Archives. An unannounced deposit was added to each of the county's 10
electric bills.

Submitted

The City of Red Bay will host a Christmas Open House Sunday Dec 4,
2022, from 1:00-4:00. \ ; g

Before that, the Senior Citizens will be having aig
soup lunch starting at 11 in the Senior Citizens
Building. The cost is $5 per person and includes
homemade soup, crackers or cornbread, dessert and 4
a drink. Music will be provided by Joe King. The
Senior Center is located at 115 5th Ave SE.

All proceeds will help fund activities at the Senior|
Center. Come out and enjoy good food, music and
fellowship! Local businesses will be open that afternoon also.

At 5:00 there will be a Christmas Tree Lighting in Bay Tree Park with a new
large tree and live music. For more information on the open house, you can
contact the Red Bay City Hall at 256-356-4473.

The Red Bay Museum will be open that day also with no admission
charge. Exhibits consists of recreations of Red Bay Landmarks with the
actual items including the Hotel Red Bay Lobby, soda fountain, dry good
stores, Bay Theater, farm and country store display, old bank cashier win-
dows and vault door from the Bank of Red Bay, medical from medical clinic
and hospital, church, Native American, Red Bay City Hall, military, homelife,
depot, Red Bay Schools, Red Bay Hotel room, small businesses and ends
with a display on Tammy Wynette. This is the largest display on Tammy
Wynette at this time.

Born, raised and schooled in Itawamba County half way between Red
Bay, and Tremont, MS, Tammy would refer to Red Bay as her hometown,
as this is where she went to shop, to the doctor, to the movies, visit friends
and family. She also performed at 5 benefit concerts that benefited Red Bay
School, as well as the Grand Marshall for the Christmas Parades in the
1980s. A television series based on the book by Georgette Jones will pre-
miere on Sunday December 4, 2022, on Showtime, starring Jessica
Chastain and Michael Shannon. Some items used in the series were loaned
to the museum by Georgette Jones and are now on display.

The museum also has many items for sale that make perfect
Christmas gifts including the Red Bay History Book, ornaments of local land-
marks, biography of Tammy Wynette, Tragic Country Queen, pottery, books
by local authors, Alabama Dirt Shirts dyed with red clay, Tammy Wynette
Tee shirts, Hatch Print celebrating 80 years of Tammy Wynette and more.

(For more information on the Red Bay Museum contact Scotty Kennedy at
256-356-8758.)




Briseida Quijada, escorted Danielle Duncan, escorted Katie Cooper, escorted
by Michael Enrlquez by Allen Dean by Carlos Garcia

Nicki Arnett, escorted Noelle Willingham, escorted Sydnee West, escorted
by Doug Tompkins by Peyton Turbyfill by Landen Etherington

Congratulntions, Belyreen FHomecoming Count and Escoits!
Phom Supetintendnt Crog Hamillon
andthe Franklin County Board of Education




Sponsored by
Bedford, Rogers,
Bowling &
McReynolds P.C.

Congratulations to Carol Bolton, our Week 13 winner! Carol predicted 6 of 9
games to take this week’s title!

Submit your picks to us each week in one of two ways: Fill out the entry form on this
page and mail it to us at 113 Washington Ave. NW, Russellville, AL 35653, or email
your picks to us along with your name and number at franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.
Picks sent in by mail for Week 13 must be postmarked by Friday, December 2nd and
picks submitted by email for Week 13 must be received by Saturday, Saturday
December 3rd, at 10 a.m. Each week, the contestant who correctly picks the most
games will win a free T-shirt and the chance to pick in the grand-prize final-week con-
test. If multiple contestants correctly pick the same number of games in a given week,
the tiebreaker score will be used to determine a winner. Contestants are only eligible
to win the weekly contest once. No multiple winners allowed. ONE entry per tele-
phone number.

Week ‘IM. 3r

Kansas St. vs.

SECsEootballiContest

a‘%ys Pick.  Your Pick

Your Name:

T
TCU cu
Coastal Carolina
vs. Troy Troy
LSU vs. .
. Georgia
Georgia
Central Fla. Tulane
vs. Tulane
Fresno St. vs. -
B .
Boise St. oise St
Clemson vs. North Clemson
Car.
Purdue vs. Michigan
Michigan
Toledo vs. Ohio Rhie
NFL Tennessee Philadelphia
at Philadelphia
NFL Pittsburgh Atlanta
at Atlanta
Tiebreaker Score: LSU —— Georgia _____

Phone number:

Brent Hurd, DO
OBGYN

Brandie Garner, CRNP
Women'’s Health
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