
DECEMBER 2022 n VOL. 18, NO. 12

SERVING WILLOW GLEN, SAN JOSE n WWW.WILLOWGLENTIMES.COM

SEE OUR CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS INSIDE THIS ISSUE - PAGE 19

Election 2022
Mayor elect Mahan must work

with an opposing majority
– PAGE 8

Why test 
scores are
plummeting 
at San Jose
schools: PAGE 4

Enchanting 57th
Production of 'Nut-
cracker' is presented
by San Jose Dance
Theatre – PAGE 15

The 1,022 turkey donation 
surpassed last year’s total of 888

P
resentation High School, located in
Willow Glen, conducted its annual
Holiday Drive, Turkey Day, Novem‐

ber. 22, and set a new school record with
1,022 turkeys collected for Sacred Heart
Community Service.

Presentation students, parents, faculty,
staff, alumnae and community members
came together to meet the needs of Sacred

Heart Community Service to set a new
record; an impressive increase from last
year’s drive that brought in 888 turkeys. 

The Presentation High School commu‐
nity has also donated 18,300 hygiene
items, 13,500 cans of food, 9,300 diapers
and 120 canisters of baby formula all dur‐
ing the month of November.  

Presentation High School not only col‐
lected 8‐12 lb. frozen turkeys, but also hams
and chickens at the main entrance of cam‐
pus starting early Tuesday morning. 

Presentation High School collects record 1,022
turkeys for Sacred Heart Community Service

T
he non‐profit Boulevard Bombs Foun‐
dation has provided needed support for
the homeless in San Jose, including Wil‐

low Glen for nearly 25 years.  
Sylvia and Tony Martinez are the founders

of the Blvd Bombs lowrider car club. Every
December, club members and their families
deliver food, blankets and clothing to the
homeless shelter, and toys for needy children
at Christmas in the Park.

Blvd Bombs volunteers respond to get care

packages, sleeping bags, and coats to those
needing support earlier this year to get help
to those in need. They also lend support each
year for veterans including volunteering at
the annual Veteran’s Parade in downtown
San Jose.    

“A special shout out to our amazing DJ Ray‐
mundo Talavera with a kind heart,” said
Sylvia.  “Rain or shine he has been playing
music for our homeless for many years. They
really appreciate it and we do too.” 

“Thank you to everyone that has helped us
in previous years and for your generous
donations, especially our toy drive,” said
Tony.  “Together we can make a difference.”

For information on how you can volunteer,
visit www.blvdbombs.com 

Boulevard Bombs Foundation is a Tax‐
Deductible 501(c)(3) Make checks payable
to: Boulevard Bombs Foundation, P.O. Box
731634, San Jose, CA 95173‐1634

Non-profit Boulevard Bombs 
continues to provide support
for homeless in Willow Glen

“Thank you to 
everyone that has
helped us in previous
years and for your 
generous donations,
especially our toy drive,”
said Tony.  “Together we
can make a difference.”

OpEd

Iran’s crisis 
and what it has
to do with you

By Ava Rejaie

F
or more than forty years,
Iranian citizens have had to
fight to survive. If one were

to speak to any Persian kid with
Iranian‐immigrant parents, they
will say how their parents lived
through bomb threats, beatings,
and have witnessed unspeakable
things. 

To this day, my parents refuse to
go back to Iran to avoid the issues
brought forth by the cruel regime
there. My mom no longer wants to

See IRAN, page 14

Martha's Kitchen
in Willow Glen to
hold Toys for Tots
event for kids
December 17th  

M
arth’s Kitchen will hold a
special Toys for Tots
event for children up to

age 14 in Willow Glen from 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m. on December 17th from
8 a.m. to 4 p.m

Toys will be distributed on a
first come first serve basis. Kids
must be present in the car in
order to receive toys on the day of
the event, limit one toy per child.
Signups for the event are not
required. Martha’s Kitchen is
located at 311 Willow St., SJ.

Editor’s note: This is a toy distri‑
bution based on an honor system
of one toy per child. When you
arrive at Martha's Kitchen you will
turn right to enter our parking lot
from Locust Street. Upon entry a
Martha's Kitchen team member
will direct you along the event
path that will have live music, free
food from 8am to 11am, free hot
chocolate and coffee, and free
Christmas gifts.

Every December, club members and their families deliver food and supplies to the local homeless shelter.
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ValleyCurrents
cur|rent (adj.) Present, topical, timely, newsworthy. (n.) Movement in a definite direction, a flow.
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W
ith deep sorrow, the com‐
munity mourns the loss
of a wonderful husband,

brother, father, grandfather and
friend. 

Born July 28, 1934 in Ro‐
chester, New York, Charles
(Chuck) Joseph Longwello died
peacefully in his home in San
Jose, CA on November 10, 2022
at the age of 88. 

When Chuck was two years
old, the family moved to Willow
Glen. He graduated from Willow
Glen High School as an All‐Amer‐
ican Athlete with a full scholar‐
ship to play baseball for Santa
Clara University. After two years
at Santa Clara, he signed a profes‐
sional baseball contract with the
Philadelphia Phillies. He went to
school during the off‐season. 

The Army got wind of him
playing ball with the Phillies
more often than being a full‐time
University student so they draft‐
ed him. He was commissioned to
play baseball for the Army’s Spe‐
cial Services Division for two
years. During this time, Chuck
travelled extensively throughout
the country playing ball ‐ an
experience of a lifetime for him. 

When he was out of the Army,
he went to Spring Training with
the Phillies and then realized he
could no longer play due to an
injury. Returning from the Army,
Chuck returned to Santa Clara
University from where he gradu‐
ated. He started working in sales
for Proctor & Gamble and soon
realized he had a gift for selling.
He began his career in insurance
in 1962. A few years later, the
insurance agency of Longwello,
Miller and Trapani was estab‐
lished which enjoyed great suc‐
cess. Chuck continued in the
insurance industry throughout

his entire career. 
Chuck’s love for faith and fami‐

ly were paramount, with sports
not too far behind. He coached
baseball and softball when his
kids were young and was an avid
golfer at Almaden Country Club
for more than 30 years where he
hit two hole‐in‐one shots within
the same month. He especially
enjoyed taking money from his
golf buddies during their weekly
card game. Many Sundays were
spent golfing    with his family
which was followed by his
famous pasta and meatball feast. 

Chuck was a caring, respected
and much‐loved man who was
happiest with his family and
friends. He had a great sense of
humor, quick wit and always had
everyone laughing. Chuck is sur‐
vived by his wife of 31 years,
Sharon, his sister Nancy, his chil‐
dren Julie, Joe (Maureen), Gina
(Chip), Charlene (Brett) and Jen‐
nifer; and his grandchildren Ali‐
cia, Denny, Karson, Francesca,
Fiona, Charlie and Brandon. 

A Funeral Mass was celebrated
Nov. 21, at Holy Spirit Church,
1200 Redmond Road, San Jose,
followed by private entomb‐
ment. 

In lieu of flowers, please con‐
sider making a donation to a
charity that is close to your heart.

IN MEMORY

Charles (Chuck)
Joseph Longwello
July 28, 1934 - November 10, 2022
Resident of Willow Glen

By Loan‑Anh Pham
San José Spotlight

S
anta Clara County test scores
are plummeting, especially for
low‐income students, and the

drop goes beyond the classroom.
The COVID‐19 pandemic laid bare

the disparities across low‐income
households with the digital divide,
disproportionate loss of loved ones
and housing insecurity, all factors in
the state’s drop in standardized test
scores. Recovering from this learn‐
ing loss means tackling the problem
through academics and socioeco‐
nomics, advocates said.

Local school districts including
Alum Rock Union School District and
Franklin‐McKinley Elementary School
District saw test scores drop, accord‐
ing to data from the California De‐
partment of Education.

Alum Rock Union School District,
which serves more than 8,500 stu‐
dents across more than 20 elemen‐
tary and middle schools, saw a 9.9%
decrease in reading and writing
scores, along with a 10.3% dip in
math scores. Franklin‐McKinley Ele‐
mentary School District saw 7.3%
drops in its reading, writing and
math scores across its 16 elemen‐
tary and middle schools. The district
enrolls more than 6,800 students.

San Jose Unified School District,
for comparison, had a 3.6% decline
in reading and writing scores, as well
as a 5% decline in math scores. The
district represents more than
30,000 students across 41 campus‐
es.

A child’s academic performance is
in‐formed by their environment and
circumstances, said Hilaria Bauer,
Alum Rock Union School District
superintendent. Students who are
experiencing housing insecurity and
displacement, or grieving the loss of
a loved one, have more on their
minds than taking tests.

“When we go into the testing con‐
versation, we try to be as neutral as
possible. In reality, that is just not the
case,” Bauer told San José Spotlight.
“These were the families that were
the most affected in our county.”

Testing during the 2021‐22 school
year was different from other
years—while students were back in
person, testing environments
included COVID‐19 precautions like
masks and social distancing, Bauer
said. Addressing pandemic learning

loss will require time, as school dis‐
tricts enter uncharted territory.

Wealth disparity among commu‐
nities is a crucial factor in test per‐
formance, and a nationwide dip in
scores isn’t surprising, said Pedro
Nava, director of educational leader‐
ship at the Santa Clara University
School of Education and Counseling
Psychology. While some families
adapted quickly to virtual learning
during the pandemic, he said, other
families with essential workers dealt
with health concerns, food insecuri‐
ty and job instability—making
online learning another challenge.
The entire landscape changed, with
school districts functioning as com‐
munity hubs to provide basic neces‐
sities like food.

“We can see across San Jose, in Sili‐
con Valley, as well as the larger Bay
Area that we have some really broad
wealth inequities across districts,”
Nava told San José Spotlight. “Some
schools have much greater capacity
to generate resources outside of what
the state and localities provide.”

Funding disparities across school
districts are longstanding. Districts
were able to face the pandemic with
millions in federal funding, but those
funds will run out by 2024. Mean‐
while, families struggle to make a liv‐
ing in a city that’s the most expensive
in the nation for monthly bills, com‐
pounded by costly child care esti‐
mated at $21,900 per year.

Impacts of learning loss
Even in Santa Clara County school

districts that saw test scores rise,
learning loss crept into particular
disciplines like math.

Evergreen School District saw a

0.7% increase in reading and writing
scores and a less than 1% decrease
in math scores across its 16 elemen‐
tary and middle schools that serve
more than 9,900 students. Campbell
Union High School District had a
2.8% increase in reading and writing
scores and a less than 1% decrease
in math scores. The district enrolls
more than 8,900 across eight high
schools and community education
programs.

While Campbell Union High
School District distributed devices to
tackle the digital divide and jumped
straight into teaching new curricu‐
lum at the start of the pandemic, the
achievement gap is still widening,
especially for students of color, said
Superintendent Robert Bravo.

“While the test scores look rela‐
tively strong, we know there were
effects,” Bravo told San José Spot‐
light.

Hikes in scores could also be con‐
nected to the district’s gradual phas‐
ing of in‐person learning through
on‐campus study hubs during the
2020‐21 school year as opposed to
last school year, said Jennifer Orlick,
the district’s director of strategy,
accountability and innovation.

But this has not helped low‐
income students gain ground yet.
Low‐income students are still per‐
forming at lower rates, with 53%
meeting or exceeding reading and
writing standards compared to 70%
of students overall. In terms of math,
21% of the district’s low‐income stu‐
dents met or exceeded standards as
opposed to 47% of students overall.

Addressing learning loss means
acknowledging the ramifications of
Silicon Valley’s high cost of living on
families, Nava said. Evaluating edu‐
cation should also go beyond test
scores and factor in the student’s
emotional and social development.

“The inequities that were exposed
during COVID have always been
there,” Nava told San José Spotlight.
“What it really just shows us is that
some communities have additional
resources to be able to… weather the
storm.”

Alum Rock Union School District, which serves East San Jose families dis-
proportionately impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, is seeing test scores
drop. Photo courtesy of Alum Rock Union School District.

Why test scores 
are plummeting at 
San Jose schools
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Menorahs and Miracles
find its way at Children’s
Discovery Museum of San
Jose December 4 

Take joy in sharing or discovering the tra‐
ditions of Hanukkah with friends and
neighbors at the San Jose Discovery Muse‐
um when Menorahs and Miracles will be
presented December 4. 

Participants can make celebratory can‐
dles, watch a puppet show in Hebrew, Russ‐
ian, and English, and enjoy songs per‐
formed by Yavneh Day School students. 

A miracle scavenger hunt, a glow‐in‐the‐
dark dance party are some of the planned
activities. A traditional Hanukkah treat  will

also be available. 
The museum’s event, in partnership with

JCC Los Gatos, will be presented at 1:30 p.m.
and again at 4:30 p.m. 

Menorahs and Miracles special event is
included in the price of museum admission:
$15 for adults; $14 seniors; infants under 1
and members are free.

Children's Discovery Museum is located
at 180 Woz Way in downtown San Jose.  

A few safety tips for 
driving in rainy weather 

As we are in the midst of the first big
storms of the winter season, we thought we

should pass along some safety tips in case
you find yourself having to drive. 

When roads are wet from rain, water
over the roadway reduces your vehicle’s
tire traction.  Add to that the fact that rain
can reduce or impair a driver’s view of the
road, and it’s easy to see that driving in the
rain needs to be treated with extra precau‐
tion.  

Please use the following safety precau‐
tions to help drive safely, whenever possi‐
ble.

• Only travel in heavy rain when neces‐
sary, and always leave extra time to safely
reach your destination

• When getting into the car during rainy
conditions, wet shoes may slide from ped‐
als. Dry soles of shoes on vehicle carpeting
or rubber matting if possible

• Be aware and avoid flooded areas‐‐nev‐
er attempt to cross running or flooded
water

• Buckle up
• Turn on headlights to see and be seen
• Defrost windows if necessary, both

before and while driving
•  Reduce speed. Speed limits are based

on normal road and weather conditions,
not rainy conditions

• Wipers must be on while driving
• Keep additional distance from other vehi‐

cles
• Watch carefully for other vehicles and

pedes‐trians
• Turn off cruise control to reduce hydro‐

planing
• Brake earlier and with less force, and

turn slower, than you would in normal driv‐
ing conditions

• Do not slam on brakes. Apply steady pres‐
sure on ABS‐equipped vehicles and pump the
brakes if necessary on non‐ABS vehicles

• If vehicle begins to skid, steer in direction
of slide and slowly remove foot from acceler‐
ator

• Temporarily pull off the road to a safe
location if you have difficulty seeing the
roadway or other traffic

Be safe!

Winter Holiday Crafts
at Village Square
Branch Library 

Bring the family to Village Square Branch
library to celebrate the Winter Holidays
with a special Winter Holiday Crafts event
on December 16 from 3:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

Fun activities include arts & crafts, prizes,
books giveaway and more!  Snacks will also
be served. 

Times Feature

H O L I D A Y N O T E B O O K
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Times Community Notebook

D
uring its 21st concert sea‐
son, Symphony San Jose will
feature acclaimed solo artists

chosen for their virtuosity and their
singular magic on their instrument.  

Cellist Julian Schwarz, already
near‐legendary in his early 30’s,
marks his second appearance in
San Jose with one of his favorite
works, Lalo’s Concerto in D minor. 

Maestra Falletta opens the con‐
cert with Turina’s infectious Dan‐
zas, filled with Spanish rhythms
and color; and concludes with
Dvorák’s masterful, melody‐rich
Symphony No. 7.

Mighty Cello
Symphony San Jose will present

Mighty Cello, Saturday, December
3, 2022 at 8:00 p.m. and Sunday,
December 4, 2022 at 2:30 p.m. at
the California Theatre, 345 South
First Street, downtown San Jose.

This will mark Julian Schwarz’s
second appearance in San Jose and

features one of his favorite works,
Lalo’s Concerto in D minor. 

Schwarz was born to a multigen‐
erational musical family in 1991. 

Heralded from a young age as a
cellist destined to rank among the
greatest of the 21st century,
Julian’s powerful tone, effortless
virtuosity, and extraordinarily
large color palette are hallmarks of
his style. 

After making his concerto debut
at the age of 11 with the Seattle
Symphony and his father Gerard
Schwarz on the podium, he made
his US touring debut with the
Moscow Radio Symphony Orches‐
tra in 2010. 

Since being awarded first prize
at the inaugural Schoenfeld Inter‐
national String Competition in
2013, Julian has led an active
career as soloist, performing with
the symphony orchestras of
Annapolis, Boise, Bozeman, Buffa‐

lo, Charlotte, Columbus, Des
Moines, Hartford, Jacksonville,
Louisville, Memphis, Modesto,
Omaha, Puerto Rico, Richmond,
Rochester, San Antonio, Sarasota,
Seattle, Syracuse, Toledo, Tucson,
Virginia, West Virginia, Wichita, and
Winston‐Salem, among others. 

The program
Joaquin Turina: 
Danzas fantásticas
Edouard Lalo: Cello Concerto
Antonín Dvořák: Symphony No. 7
Soloist: Julian Schwarz, cello.     
Conductor: JoAnn Falletta.  
Inexpensive parking is available

at the city‐owned garage at San
Carlos Street, with entrance on Sec‐
ond Street and Third Street; .just
one‐and‐a‐half blocks from the the‐
ater.

Tickets: Phone: 408.286.2600
ext. 1; Website: www.sympho‐
nysanjose.org; Email: jmeyers@
symphonysanjose.org

Walk‐Up Box Office: 325 South
First Street, San Jose, 95113. Locat‐
ed between San Carlos and San Sal‐
vador Street next to the California

Theatre. Ticket Office Hours: Mon‐
day through Friday, 10am to 5pm.

Photo: Courtesy of the artists and
Symphony San Jose.

Symphony San Jose presents ‘Mighty Cello’ with
acclaimed soloist Julian Schwarz Dec. 3, 4   



Mayor must work with
an opposing majority

By Tran Nguyen
San José Spotlight

A
fter a hard fought election, San Jose Mayor‐elect Matt
Mahan now faces another daunting task with his new
job: working with people who didn’t think he could

lead.
Mahan, first elected to the council in 2020, won his bid to

become the 66th mayor of San Jose last week after more
than a year of campaigning. He beat out five other candi‐
dates—including Santa Clara County Supervisor Cindy
Chavez in the general election. Chavez conceded defeat last
Wednesday.

Mahan secured the endorsements of four out of five living
San Jose mayors, including outgoing Mayor Sam Liccardo.
But all of his council colleagues voiced their support for
Chavez, his opponent. Even more conservative and busi‐

ness‐leaning officials, such as Councilmembers Dev Davis
and Pam Foley, said they didn’t have confidence in his abili‐
ty as a leader, pointing to his lack of experience and failure
to pass major initiatives during his brief time representing
District 10.

The coalition of nine councilmembers, joined by other
community leaders, hosted an unprecedented news confer‐
ence a week before the election to boost Chavez’s campaign,

further questioning Mahan’s ability to deliver his campaign
promises. Three new councilmembers‐elect in Districts 1, 3
and 5 also endorsed and supported Chavez.

Mahan, who now will have to work with at least seven
councilmembers who question his ability to lead, said he’s
confident he will find common ground with his new col‐
leagues.

“I’ve reached out to each of the councilmembers who will
sit on the dais in January to schedule time together,” Mahan
told San José Spotlight, adding it’s crucial for the council to
work together. “Our residents are not only relying on it, but
will hold us accountable for it.”

In San Jose, the mayor’s power is equal to other coun‐
cilmembers in that they all get one vote, with some excep‐
tions: the mayor nominates a city manager, but a council
majority must approve the selection. On a 11‐member coun‐
cil, Mahan would need at least five allies on the dais to move
any of his policies forward.

Some officials are ready to set the division aside post‐elec‐
tion to work with the new mayor. Councilmember David
Cohen, one of four elected officials who wasn’t up for reelec‐
tion this year, said the turnover on the council will create
huge challenges.

With Mahan leaving his District 10 seat early to be mayor
and Councilmember Sylvia Arenas leaving hers in District 8
early to serve as a county supervisor, San Jose will see a total
of seven new faces on the council next year. The city is work‐
ing on how to find the replacements for Districts 8 and 10.

“When the election is over, our job is to move forward and
think about the areas of commonality where we can work
together,” Cohen, one of the earliest supporters of Chavez,
told San José Spotlight. “Dealing with large amounts of
change and trying to assimilate new people into the council
will be challenging for the entire city.”

Bien Doan, councilmember‐elect in District 7, said the
council needs to focus on solving the most pressing issues
for San Jose.

“At the end of the day, we are all working for our con‐
stituents who elected us to make the right decisions,” Doan
told San José Spotlight. “We should be looking forward to
how to accelerate and do things with effectiveness and effi‐
ciency.”

Councilmember‐elect Rosemary Kamei, who supported
Chavez, said she plans to work with Mahan to serve District
1 residents.

“Mayor‐elect Mahan did reach out and I thought that was
very positive,” Kamei told San José Spotlight. “My own per‐
sonal hope is that we will see a council who will come
together (and) understand the community in a way that has
not been seen in a long time.”

Garrick Percival, a political science professor at San Jose
State University, told San José Spotlight he anticipates
Mahan will work to make quick friends and allies on the
dais—especially those representing East San Jose.

When Mahan faces reelection in two years, he will have to
win over a different electorate than the one this year, Perci‐
val said. In particular, San Jose is bound to see more voters
from the east side casting ballots in 2024, which will be a
presidential election year. The population came out in much
smaller numbers this year compared to communities in
West San Jose, where Mahan won handily.

The reelection in 2024 will happen because San Jose vot‐
ers approved Measure B in June, an initiative to move San
Jose’s mayoral elections to pair with presidential years
knowing voter turnout will be greater.

“He’s gonna have every incentive to try to work with this
new council,” Percival said, adding Mahan and the new coun‐
cilmembers will also have a big learning curve to overcome. “If
there’s any questions leftover from the campaign, (they)
would be putting those aside rather quickly and getting to
work.”  As Mahan starts his untested term in January, he’ll be
busy working to align councilmembers and dealing with post‐
pandemic challenges as well—but he said he’s ready.

“All of us on the council should feel some pressure for
embracing new approaches to street homelessness, crime,
blight and building housing where it makes sense,” Mahan
said.
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San Jose Mayor-elect Matt Mahan speaks to supporters at his
election night party in downtown San Jose. Photo by Tran Nguyen.
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Times Community

By William Bellou
Publisher

S
teinway Society – The Bay Area pres‐
ents Alessandro Deljavan in perform‐
ances of Haydn and Chopin Saturday,

January 21, 2023 starting 7:30 p.m. at
Montgomery Theater, 271 South Market
Street in San Jose.

Born to an Italian mother and Persian
father, Alessandro Deljavan began learn‐
ing to play piano before the age of two and
debuted in concert at age three. He has since
performed extensively across Europe, Asia,
and North and South America.

Alessandro’s prize winnings include
first prize in the 1996 Concours musical de
France, and second prizes at the 2005
Hummel and 2010 Isangyun Competi‐
tions. He also was awarded the jury dis‐
cretionary awards at the 2009 and 2013
Van Cliburn International Piano Competi‐
tions, and fifth prize at the 2005 Gina
Bachauer Young Artist Competition.

Alessandro has an extensive discogra‐
phy of over forty albums. He recently
recorded the complete Chopin waltzes,
etudes, and mazurkas; the complete
piano/string works of Taneyev; and the
complete violin sonatas of Grieg. His most

recent recording of the complete Grieg
Lyric Pieces was streamed over 200,000
times in its first month on Spotify. He has
also released an all‐Liszt album of the
complete Mephisto Waltzes and the
Sonata in B Minor, as well as a recording of
the Bach Goldberg Variations.

Alessandro graduated from the Conser‐
vatorio Statale di Musica Giuseppe Verdi
and the Istituto Gaetano Braga. He is cur‐
rently professor of piano at the U. Gior‐
dano Conservatory of Music in Foggia,
Italy.

The Program 
Haydn, Variations in F Minor, Hob.XVII:6 
Haydn, Piano Sonata in F Major,

Hob.XVI:23 
Haydn, Piano Sonata in E‐Flat Major,

Hob. XVI/52
Chopin, Four Scherzos
1. Scherzo No. 1 in B Minor, Op. 20
2.  Scherzo No. 2 in B‐Flat Minor, Op. 31
3. Scherzo No. 3 in C‐Sharp Minor, Op. 39
4.  Scherzo No. 4 in E Major, Op. 54
About Steinway Society – The Bay

Area   
Steinway Society – The Bay Area is a

non‐profit organization based in Silicon
Valley which presents and promotes excel‐
lence in classical piano music. Now in its
25th season, this dedicated group of musi‐

cians, pianists, teachers and arts lovers
presents a series of classical piano con‐
certs featuring international award‐win‐
ning pianists, as well as a community out‐
reach and in‐school program.

Ticket Prices: $42 to $65 for live per‐
formance. Streaming rickets: $40 per
household. Link is live for 48 hours from
the time of the live concert. Watch with
your whole family whenever you want. 

Purchase Tickets: https://steinwayso‐
ciety.com; Box Office: 408.300.5635

Email: office@steinwaysociety.com

Italian/Persian pianist Alessandro 
Deljavan performs for Steinway Society
Live and LiveStreamed January 21

Alessandro Deljavan will perform Haydn and Chopin, Saturday,  January 21, 2023. Photo by Luca Centola

Alessandro’s prize winnings include first prize in the
1996 Concours musical de France, and second
prizes at the 2005 Hummel and 2010 Isangyun
Competitions. He also was awarded the jury discre‑
tionary awards at the 2009 and 2013 Van Cliburn
International Piano Competitions, and fifth prize at
the 2005 Gina Bachauer Young Artist Competition.
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Report: Most 
Charitable States
predicted for 2023

W
ith Americans having donated
nearly $485 billion in 2021, up
4% from the previous year, the

personal‐finance website WalletHub just
released its report on the Most Charitable
States predicted for 2023. 

WalletHub also released its picks for the
Best Charities for 2023 and a Charity Cal‐
culator to help donors decide where and
how to give.

To determine where the most generous
Americans are inspiring others to be more
selfless, WalletHub compared the 50
states based on 19 key indicators of chari‐
table behavior. 

The data set ranges from the volunteer
rate to the share of income donated to the
share of sheltered homeless.

Most Charitable States 
1. Utah 11. Maine
2. Maryland 12. Alaska
3. Minnesota 13. Colorado
4. North Dakota 14. New Hampshire
5. Oregon 15. Washington
6. Wyoming 16. Texas
7. Pennsylvania 17. North Carolina
8. Delaware 18. Arkansas
9. Ohio 19. New York
10. Virginia 20. Massachusetts

Key Stats 
• The charities with the highest ratings

from WalletHub include the Rotary Foun‐
dation of Rotary International, Animal
Welfare Institute and World Resources
Institute.

• Vermont has the most charities per
capita, 55.07, which is 2.6 times more than
in Utah, the state with the fewest at 21.09.

• Utah has the highest volunteer rate,
51.00 percent, which is 2.2 times higher
than in Florida, the state with the lowest at
22.80 percent.

• Utah has the most volunteer hours per
capita, 57.59, which is 3.3 times more than in
Mississippi, the state with the fewest at 17.27. 

Expert Commentary
What are the biggest challenges facing

US‐based charities in the current econom‐
ic environment?

“The covid pandemic has been posing a
series of severe challenges for U.S. chari‐
ties, including but not limited to increased
demand for (health and human) services,
revenue loss from multiple sources, staff
and volunteer unavailability due to labor
shortages, and unstable financial condi‐
tions. The current economic environment
is making things even worse. It is impor‐
tant to note that although every charity is
being affected, some charities, especially
small, grassroots ones, are hit harder than
others.”

— Jiahuan Lu, Ph.D. – Associate Prof. & MPA
Program Director, Rutgers University, Newark

“Some evidence suggests that donors/
donations are pretty resilient to inflation
and we’ve seen lots of positive, charitable

responses to the needs raised by the pan‐
demic. That said, donations are somewhat
sensitive to the strength of the stock mar‐
ket. General economic confidence is an
important factor that US‐based charities
should consider in predicting donations.
Another important consideration for US‐
based charities is to realize that while dona‐
tions have remained high, the average donor
profile continues to shift away from the mid‐
dle class. Fewer, larger gifts from more
wealthy donors have become the norm.
Charities that have typically relied on more,
smaller gifts from less‐wealthy donors will
need to account for this trend, which seems
to have some permanence.”

–Robert K. Christensen, Ph.D. – Professor
and Research Fellow, Brigham Young Uni‑
versity

What advice do you have for choosing
the right charity?

“The right charity is the charity that res‐
onates with a donor’s values, stewards
their money well, and demonstrates
impact or the ability to impact the world
through its mission. Of course, you want to
be a wise steward of your funds, so check
the organization’s financial outlook
through annual or financial reports that
transparent organizations will have access
to on their websites or you can find finan‐
cial documents for many charities on Can‐
did, formerly GuideStar. I encourage folks
to look across three to five years for a
stronger understanding of your charity’s
financial health than just a one‐year snap‐
shot. Also, some watchdog charities such
as the Better Business Bureau’s Wise Giv‐

ing Alliance or Charity Navigator rate
organizations and can offer additional
information about an organization’s
adherence to best practices regarding
board governance or financial reporting,
but donors should also know these ratings
do not tell much, if any, of the story about
an organization’s impact.”

—Margaret F. Sloan, Ph.D. – Director,
Professor and Advisor, Nonprofit and Com‑
munity Leadership Concentration, James
Madison University

What percentage of income should
households donate to charity?

“In short, greater than zero. The benefits
of including charitable donations in one’s
budget are fairly well documented.
Beyond the financial benefits of reducing
tax burdens, charitable giving promotes
deeper feelings of personal satisfaction,
higher morale, and lower stress. Identify‐
ing the specific proportion of one’s budget
that should be dedicated to charitable
donation should, like other budget deci‐
sions, be systematically reviewed. As par‐
ticular needs arise, e.g., the pandemic, or
as a household’s financial capacity
increases, having an up‐to‐date giving
plan is key. Including other members of
the household and, when helpful, a finan‐
cial planner, is a smart approach. Much
like planning and budgeting for a vacation,
planning and budgeting for giving can be a
very rewarding process in and of itself.”
—Robert K. Christensen, Ph.D. – Professor
and Research Fellow, Brigham Young Uni‑
versity
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Times Arts

San Jose Museum
of Art announces
new acquisitions
by 27 artists

T
he San José Museum of Art (SJMA) has
announced the acquisition of 41
works by a diverse roster of 27 artists

for its permanent collection. 
Acquired through purchase and gifts

from generous donors from July 2021 to
June 2022, SJMA continues to build
momentum in its collecting strategy focus‐
ing on gender parity, cultural diversity,
and artistic innovation, while proactively
acquiring socially relevant contemporary
art.

“We are incredibly thrilled with these
new additions to the permanent collec‐
tion and this year’s acquisitions are
exceptionally timely and monumental,”
said S. Sayre Batton, Oshman Executive
Director, SJMA. “I thank the Acquisitions
Committee and curatorial team for their
thoughtful strategy and their dedication
to the Museum’s mission. I am especially
grateful for our supporters and donors

who entrust SJMA to care for and present
these works to the people of San José and
Silicon Valley.” 

This year’s acquisitions include a signifi‐
cant representation of California artists,
especially from the Bay Area.  Many of these
artists’ homegrown works address recent

national and global events. 
Significant large‐scale works include

Felipe Baeza’s Emerging in difference (2022),
currently on view in The Milk of Dreams, the
59th International Art Exhibition of La Bien‑
nale di Venezia; Huma Bhabha’s Receiver
(2019), a towering 8‐foot sculpture; Mag‐

dalena Abakanowicz’s Crowd No. 2 (1988);
Sam Durant’s Proposal #2 for Monument at
Altamont Raceway, Tracy, CA, (2003); and
Tom Friedman’s F_ _ _ k It (2002). 

A list of recent acquisitions is available on
SJMA's collection database at sjmusart.
org/embark.

At left: Felipe Baeza, Emerging in difference, 2022. Ink, graphite, glitter, interference powder, twine,
acrylic and cut paper collage on paper, Museum purchase with funds provided by Kimberly and
Patrick Lin, Geraldine and Marco Magarelli, and Yvonne and Mike Nevens, 2022.11. © Felipe Baeza.
Courtesy Maureen Paley, London. Above: Patricia Piccinini, Cleaner, 2019 Fiberglass, auto paint, sil-
icone, and human hair, 11 3/4 x 27 1/2 x 35 3/8 inches Gift of the Lipman Family Foundation in hon-
or of the 25th anniversary of Hosfelt Gallery, 2022.02. Courtesy of the artist and Hosfelt Gallery.
Photo: Miles Petersen.
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Times OpEd

Iran
Continued from page 1
face cruelty for wearing her hijab incorrectly,
nor does she want me to experience the same
struggles as someone who the government
would recognize as female. As much as I
would love to revel in Iran’s rich history, it is
unrealistic for me to return because of the
after‐effects of the 1979 Revolution. Now,
there’s a new revolution on the rise, one that
feels different to those who lived through it
the first time. Why? What’s the difference
between now and then? Well that, my friend,
is what I’m planning to explore.

The first thing one must understand is that
this war on women is not new. It all truly
began in 1979, when suddenly hijabs were
being forced on young girls as they were
being beaten in the streets for wearing them
incorrectly. They were no longer allowed to
leave the country without the permission of a
male counterpart. Even before the Shah
(king) left Iran at the start of the Revolution,
the difficulties of the newfound govern‐
ment’s regime was being set in stone. A cru‐
el, merciless dictator took over and the lives
of Iranians, especially women, changed for‐
ever. Fast forward to today, and things have
only gotten worse.

The Morality Police has an iron grip over
the women of Iran – imprisoning them for
showing their hair, dancing, even going on
the internet to communicate with family out‐
side the Middle East. Protests and outrage
have overwhelmed the streets over the
unjust death of Mahsah Amini, a 22‐year‐old
wrongfully imprisoned citizen killed by the
Morality Police for having a mere few strands
out of her hijab, despite her trying to comply
with the rules of the country. Now, this story
is nothing new. Persians have been hearing
of more and more women dying like this for
decades. The primary reason for such a pub‐
lic reaction to Amini’s death is because it was
incredibly random. Amini wasn’t trying to
make any form of a political statement, but
simply trying to visit her brother in Tehran.
The fact is, she died for simply having hair. In
Iran, simple things such as hair, music, and
going online have become so politicized that
those who participate face the possibility of
death row. No one is safe. 

This massive wake‐up call brought atten‐
tion to all kinds of social justice issues in Iran
all over the globe. Amini’s death revealed
how corrupt the government truly is, abus‐
ing religion to cover up their own mistakes.
The very same politicians who intensely
enforce the laws against women have Amer‐
ican children, free from the stereotypes they
enforce. Previous acts of money laundering
and environmental wreckage have since
been revealed. Social media has been having
a field day with the amount of shocking, hyp‐
ocritical acts performed by government offi‐

cials, which is great for two reasons; 1) It
finally brings global attention to the situation
in Iran, and 2) The officials have no choice
but to face the humiliation and wreckage
brought about by their actions. As much as
they try to deny it, their corruption is looking
them in the eye as its being immortalized
online.

Part of the reason for the extreme online
presence is because the idea of free speech
was stolen from the innocent citizens of Iran.
The government posts mass amounts of
propaganda, such as when the singer of the
viral song “Baraye” (translating to “for you”),
which grew to become a song of hope and
freedom, was imprisoned. His social media
was revoked and hacked, riddled with a post
regarding how the song was not intended for
what it is used for (obviously fake based on
the lyrics). We as Iranian‐Americans have the
privilege of being able to receive direct news
regarding the uproar with the benefit of
being able to post whatever we want on our
various platforms, despite the possibility of
not being allowed back into Iran. This is why
Instagram infographics and Twitter threads
have been circulating so much – it is our
form of protest in the best way we know
how.

Now one may be wondering, “What does
this have to do with refugees? After all, this
is a refugee nonprofit.” As one may well
know, after the 1979 Revolution, there was
a large boom of Iranian immigrants and
refugees, especially students. As conditions
grew more and more dangerous in Iran, the
younger, more independent generation
tried to seek refuge in the US. Currently,
celebrities and those with a positive influ‐
ence are unable to leave or enter Iran –
those who have not been imprisoned have

had their passports taken away. Based on
the current state of the protests, it is safe to
assume that if this current revolution fails, a
similar surge will occur. 

One of the most important points to note,
however, are the economic differences
between then and now. We have all heard
the various jokes regarding how rich LA Ira‐
nians are, however today’s economy has
reached a pitfall while rates in the US have
only increased. The money that should be
going back to the citizens has been spent on
military control all across the Middle East,
preventing citizens from leaving the coun‐
try. This leads to the nightmare that is Iran’s
current economy. Since the start of June,
2022, the value of a rial (Iran’s currency)
has dropped 4.4%, making it 0.000024 per
US dollar. If today’s younger generation
decides to leave once they are able to, they
will be starving students struggling to pay
for their school and reach a steady income.
Many students will risk anything and every‐
thing to leave the Middle East, and they are
willing to take the risk of not being able to
pay for their basic needs if it means they are
able to receive their rights as human beings.

As the Revolution continues to grow and
reach global recognition, the government’s
hold over women becomes stronger. Many
protests have been shut down, with thou‐
sands either imprisoned or dead. Children
as young as middle schoolers have been put
in jail for using their voices, high schools all
across the country have been raided to cap‐
ture random students. The reality is, it is
incredibly difficult for women to exist in
Iran. As long as the regime remains the same,
Iranian citizens cannot live peacefully. For
now, the fight goes on.

OpEd

The growing
problem of 
violence in 
our schools

By Lucille Carr‑Kaffashan, Ph.D.

S
ince the fall of 2021, when most dis‐
tricts around the country had fully
returned to in‐person learning, edu‐

cators have been sounding the alarm
about an uptick in school‐based violence. 

This violence has taken many forms and
has affected all members of the school
community: students and their families,
teachers, support staff, administrators,
and school board members. 

A handful of schools have experienced
the unthinkable, a school‐shooting inci‐
dent. Many others have reported frequent
brawls, physical bullying, and other forms
of student‐on‐student aggression, includ‐
ing verbal and sexual intimidation and
cyber‐bullying. An alarming number of
students have been caught with guns and
other weapons on school grounds.

Teachers and other staff have also been
targeted, either directly or because of
their efforts to break up fights or other‐
wise de‐escalate tense situations. Teach‐
ers, administrators, and board members
have been subjected to verbal abuse, and
sometimes to threats of physical violence.

According to a survey of 15,000 school
personnel conducted by the American
Psychological Association from July 2020
to June 2021, 59% of teachers, 58% of
administrators, 48% of support staff, and
38% of school psychologists and social
workers have reported being victimized
in some way while at work. Support staff,
e.g., school resource officers, aides, and
bus drivers, were the most likely to report
physical aggression, with more than 99%
of the aggressors being students.

As reported by The Psychiatric Times,
“The nation’s public school system is now
in a fragile and precarious position.
Although every profession suffered dur‐
ing the pandemic, teachers are confronted
daily with the threat of school shootings,
lagging student performance, political
agendas, curriculum wars, book bans, and
more. In many ways, these are not new
problems, but they do appear to be com‐
pounding.”
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Times Arts

Experience the magic of this Bay
Area tradition starting Dec 9‑18

By Cathe Huynh‑Sison
Special to the Times

A
udiences across San Jose will be
swept up in the magic of the season as
San Jose Dance Theatre returns to

live performances this December, with the
57th annual classic Christmas favorite: The
Nutcracker, performing at The San Jose
Center for the Performing Arts.

The longest‐running live production of
The Nutcracker in San Jose, celebrating its
57th year, has been a Bay Area family tradi‐
tion since 1964. The company is very excit‐
ed to perform once again with the Cambri‐
an Symphony, with musical direction by
Scott Krijnen.

San Jose Dance Theatre has created
countless family memories and holiday tra‐
ditions with the magical production of their
Nutcracker! Step into an enchanting world
of elegant sugarplums, a thrilling battle
between brave soldiers and menacing mice,
waltzing flowers, and a new extra‐large
Christmas Tree that grows to more than
200 feet tall.  

This year features San Jose Dance The‐
atre’s professional ballet company and
youth ensemble – choreographed by Mark
Foehringer, Mariana Zschoerper and
accompanied by a live orchestra, the Cam‐
brian Symphony. 

This production offers an unforgettable
experience. San Jose Dance Theatre is excit‐
ed to present this year’s production back in
the theater at the San Jose Center for the
Performing Arts in downtown San Jose,
December 9 ‐ 18. Audiences will be awed by
the grace and talent of exquisite performers
from our professional company.

This year you will again be able to pur‐
chase The Nutcracker VIP package. See
more than just the show, experience it!

VIP ticket holders will take a behind‐the‐
scenes look at the production with a pre‐
show discussion. Meet and greet with the
costumed cast members at the exclusive
Candy Kingdom party held in the Ridder
Lounge, all while enjoying delicious holiday

treats. VIP ticket holders also skip the
crowds by using a special entrance into the
theater and have use of the Ridder Lounge
restrooms during intermission.

“We are very excited to be back in the the‐
ater this year, and with our professional
ballet company performing in the original
San Jose Nutcracker,” Foehringer said. “I’m
so excited to be able to share this Christmas
tradition with the community again this
year.”  

Performances
● Fri., December 9, 2022 @ 7:30pm
● Sat., December 10, 2022 @ 2pm 
& 7:30pm
● Sun., December 11, 2022 @ 2pm
● Fri., December 16, 2022 @ 7:30pm
● Sat., December 17, 2022 @ 2pm 
& 7:30pm
● Sun., December 18, 2022 @ 2pm 
Editor’s note: Looking for a shorter pro‑

duction of The Nutcracker for young chil‑
dren? On December 9 and 16 @ 10:30am,
SJDT will present Once Upon a Nutcracker, a
condensed, 45‑minute version of The Nut‑
cracker at a reduced ticket price.

Tickets and more information are avail‑
able at sjnutcracker.com.

Clara with her Nutcracker in a scene from the 2018 production of “The Nutcracker.”

57th Production of San Jose
Dance Theatre's The Nutcracker
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The Almaden Senior Association mem‑
bers are a diverse group of enthusiastic,
active, 50+ adults who enjoy new learn‑
ing opportunities, new experiences, and
new adventures. 

Membership in the Almaden Senior Asso‑
ciation offers discounts and opportunities
to enjoy . . . 

•  exercise classes for all levels of ability;
•  lunches and other social programs

organized and run by members of the Associ‐
ation;

•  book clubs, cooking, computer and photography classes;
•  trips to local and not so local places of interest such as the Steinbeck Museum

in Salinas, Whale Watching in Monterey, casino trips and more.

As a member you’re encouraged to help plan these activities and suggest new ones
to enjoy. The Senior Association Philanthropy Program set up a process to donate
funds to other non‐profit organizations that reflect our mission.

Connected
We enjoy meeting new people, making new connections and getting involved. All
volunteer opportunities are based on your time and energy commitment. Fees for
classes, trips and social events are kept low because of senior volunteer participa‐
tion and membership strength.

Stop by the main desk at the Almaden Community Center and ask for an applica‐
tion today. Yearly dues of $10 are returned to you by discounts to most of the pro‐
grams  you participate in.

Join us today, meet new people and get involved with classes and programs that
will enhance your life  and open new doors.

For more information, go to www.almadenseniors.org
Contact via email: alamadenseniors1@gmail.com

BBB scam of the week

Watch for these
scam posts in your
local Facebook 
buy-and-sell group

T
he Better Business Bureau (BBB) is
warning Facebook users that sharing
a certain kind of attention‐grabbing

post might put their friends at risk of falling
victim to a scam.

How this scam works
You are scrolling through Facebook, and a

gut‐wrenching post about an injured, lost
pet, or a missing child grabs your attention.
You want to help, so you share the post on
your own profile.

After you share the post, a scammer changes
the original post to a deceptive rental ad or a link
to a survey that "guarantees" a cash prize.
Now, your friends think you have recom‐
mended that content. These bait‐and‐switch
ads aim to either get a deposit for a rental
property before the user gets a chance to see
the home ‐‐ or get your personal information,
which could lead to identity theft.

BBB has seen multiple variations of these
shared on local buy‐and‐sell Facebook
groups across Canada, and USA Today also
reported about it in October. The common‐
ality is the emotionality or urgency of the
message, which encourages concerned peo‐
ple to share the news with their friends. 

These posts are shared in local buy‐and‐
sell groups because there is already a sense
of community and trust within these
crowds. Scammers sometimes also turn
comments off on the posts so other group
members can't oust them. 

Tips for avoid a bait‐and‐switch social
media scam:

• Do a bit of digging before re‐sharing a
post on your profile. Read the information
carefully and look at the profile of the per‐
son who created and shared the original
post. If the profile is from Florida but shared
the post in a Canadian group, it may be a red
flag of a bait‐and‐switch publication.

• Find out when the poster created the
Facebook profile. Scammers always create
profiles when their old one gets banned. If
you click on their profile, it will tell you how
long they have been a member of the group.
You can also find additional information on
their public profile.

• You should see it in the news. If a child goes
missing or a tragedy occurs, you'll most likely see
it on different news outlets or shared by law
enforcement, not on a random post.

• Identify phony posts. First, do a reverse
image search on Google. That will allow you
to find out if the pictures you saw were used
on other ads or websites in different cities.
Then, find similar posts by pasting the text
from the post into Facebook's search tool to
see if other posts with the same text and dif‐
ferent pictures show up.

Editor’s note: If you've been the victim of a
scam, report it to BBB Scam Tracker. By
reporting your experience, you can help oth‑
ers avoid falling for the same scam.

Times Feature
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T
he Thanksgiving season is
one of the busiest travel
times of the year. 

The DMV wants to make sure
that you are prepared for busy air‐
ports so you can catch your flight
with ease. Your travels will be eas‐
ier when you take advantage of
DMV online services to get your
REAL ID.

Q1: I am planning to fly home
to visit my family this holiday
season. Do I need a REAL ID to
board domestic flights? 

A1: While you will not need a
REAL ID to board domestic flights
or to enter federal facilities this
holiday season, you will next year.
The enforcement date is May 3,
2023. We highly encourage all Cal‐
ifornians to give themselves the
gift of a REAL ID this holiday sea‐
son! REAL ID appointments are
available, and you can also check
DMV Office wait times online if
you do not have an appointment.
Before you go, complete your
REAL ID application online and
simply finish the transaction in
person at a DMV Office. 

Q2: I lost my driver’s license
and need to replace it before
flying home for Thanksgiving.
Can I request a replacement
online?

A2: Yes, if your driver’s license
(DL) has been lost, stolen, dam‐
aged or mutilated, a replacement
DL can be requested online by fol‐
lowing these steps: 

• Create an online account (if
you haven’t previously).

• If you’ve submitted a Change of
Address (COA) confirm that the
change has been processed and
wait 14 days before requesting a
replacement DL. (Confirmation
can be done in the COA system.)

• Be prepared to pay a fee for
your replacement driver’s license.

You should receive your new DL
card in the mail within two to four
weeks. If you have not received
your DL card after 60 days, call 1‐
800‐777‐0133 to check the status.

Q3: My car registration is out
of date, and I don’t have time to
visit the DMV before the holi‑
days. Can I renew my registra‑
tion online?

A3: Yes! Skip the line this holi‐
day season and renew your vehi‐
cle registration online. The DMV
offers a variety of online services
that make completing your DMV
business easy and efficient, from
renewing vehicle registration to
changing your address, or driver’s
license renewal – and much more!
You can find a list of online servic‐
es at dmv.ca.gov/portal/dmv‐
online/.

In addition to online services,
the DMV offers other methods for
completing select transactions to
help reduce your trips to the DMV
and save you time this holiday
season, including DMV kiosks and
Business Partner Automation
(BPA) locations.

DMV kiosks are freestanding

self‐service touchscreen devices
that guide you through various
DMV transactions, from registra‐
tion renewal and payment to sub‐
mitting proof of insurance. You
can find a list of DMV kiosk loca‐
tions at https://www.dmv.ca.
gov/portal/locations/kiosks/.

Our Business Partner Automa‐
tion (BPA) program authorizes
qualified partners to process vehi‐
cle related transactions, including
vehicle registration and titling,
from their remote locations. Learn
more about our BPA program and

what transactions can be pro‐
cessed at https://www.dmv.ca.
gov/portal/vehicle‐industry‐ser‐
vices/business‐partner‐automa‐
tion‐program/.

For more information or
answers to questions not listed
here, please visit www.dmv.
ca.gov.

All DMV offices will be closed on
Monday, December 26 – Christmas
Day (Observed)*

* Note: When a holiday falls on a
Sunday, the holiday is observed on
the following Monday.

Times Feature

Ask the DMV 

Expedite your holiday travels with
DMV’s online services and more
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SWAN

tswan@tswan.com
AlmadenValleyRealEstate.com

DRE:  01355719

(408) 656-8240
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www.jackiejonessells.com
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SHAWN ANSARI
& SAHAR BINESH

(408) 529-4574
shawn.ansari@compass.com

(408) 348-9197
sahar.binesh@compass.com

DEE RAMIREZ
Realtor Lic. #00683945

(408) 440-7617
Dee@DeeRamirez.com
www.DeeRamirez.com

Your Realtor
Ad Here: 
Just $89!

Call now to place your ad 
by phone: (408) 494-7000

Times Community News

Tech Jargon of the week:

Open Source

H
ave you ever stumbled into a conversa‐
tion where everyone is speaking around
this “techie” word – and even after

you’ve broken in, it is difficult to understand
the unfamiliar jargon and acronyms? Well,
there’s no need to sweat it. Let me teach you the
meaning of some commonly used tech words:

Open Source
If you keep a tab on the latest news from tech

industry, you may have heard or read about
this word “open source” multiple times. But do
you really know what that means? If not, then

you’ve come to the right place! Let’s go over what
makes the code behind the curtain “open source.”

Most software that you buy or download
only comes in the compiled ready‐to‐run ver‐
sion. Compiled means that the actual program
code that the developer created, known as the
source code, has run through a special program
called a compiler that translates the source
code into a form that the computer can under‐
stand. It is extremely difficult to modify the
compiled version of most applications and
nearly impossible to see exactly how the devel‐
oper created different parts of the program.
Most commercial software manufacturers see
this as an advantage that keeps other compa‐
nies from copying their code and using it in a
competing product. It also gives them control

over the quality and features found in a partic‐
ular product.

Open‐source software is at the opposite end of
the spectrum. The source code is included with
the compiled version and modification, or cus‐
tomization is encouraged. The software develop‐
ers who support the open‐source concept
believe that by allowing anyone who's interested
to modify the source code, the application will be
more useful and error‐free over the long term.

Firefox, Chrome, OpenOffice, Linux, and
Android are some popular examples of open‐
source software, while Microsoft Windows is
probably the most popular piece of closed‐
source software out there.

One of the main advantages of open‐source
software is the cost; however, the term “free”

refers to the freedom from restrictions and not
so much its price. If a business (or even you)
has the in‐house capabilities and technical
expertise to maintain the software and
resources to implement, train and provide sup‐
port to staff, then open source may turn out to
be the most cost‐effective solution.

Open‐source code is one of the largest cata‐
lysts of broad programming innovation. By col‐
laborating on accessible code, programmers
can create communities of innovators who can
make programs that we benefit from.

Do you enjoy reading
this column?  Send in your
comments or feedback to
the author at shub.sax‑
en@gmail.com. 
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Shoe Repair Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern Califor-
nia. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some
supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the

school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great 
combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices! 

Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 
Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:

info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

Call to place your 
ad today!  

408-494-7000

Employment

JewelryClocks

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On-
Demand On All Your Favorite Screens.
CHOICE Package, $64.99/mo plus tax-
es for 12months. Premium Channels at
No Charge for One Year! Anytime, any-
where. Some restrictions apply. W/ 24-
mo. agmt TV price higher in 2nd year.
Regional Sports Fee up to $8.49/mo. is
extra & applies. Call IVS 1-408-688-
5490

The bathroom of your dreams for as lit-
tle as $149/month! BCI Bath & Shower.
Many options available. Quality materi-
als & professional installation. Senior &
Military Discounts Available. Limited
Time Offer - FREE virtual in-home con-
sultation now and SAVE 15%! Call
Today! 1-844-988-1663

Become a Published Author. We want
to Read Your Book! Dorrance Publish-
ing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript submissions current-
ly being reviewed. Comprehensive
Services: Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution. Call for
Your Free Author`s Guide 1-866-603-
1640 or visit http://dorranceinfo.com/
evergreen

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus bat-
tery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid, pre-
pare for power outages and power your
home. Full installation services avail-
able. $0 Down Financing Option.
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote
today. Call 1-877-920-0653

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call
855-977-5344

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED
Life Insurance! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay
funeral and other final expenses.Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company-
877-864-3769 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/almaden

The COVID crisis has cost us all some-
thing. Many have lost jobs and finan-
cial security. Have $10K In Debt? Cred-
it Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans. Call
NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF! We can help!
Get a FREE debt relief quote: Call 1-
650-383-1785

Employment

Publishing

TimesClassifieds

Cost Estimator
Prepare cost estimates for construction projects. 

Master's in civil engineering. 

JKL Construction Services, Inc. 
751 S. Bascom Ave, San Jose, CA 95128

Lead Database Administrator
Sify Technologies North America Corporation seeks Lead Database
Administrator in Santa Clara, CA and Philadelphia, PA. Partner with
architects of different engineering/application teams to engineer com‐
plex technical product in order to provide business solutions to various
business divisions as a part of DBA Engineering project activities.
Implement and administer Oracle streams for live reporting server,
database consolidation, zero downtime migration. Travel lo unantici‐
pated client sites within the US. May need to relocate. Work from home
is an option.   Send resume to: katta.reddy@sifycorp.com

Notices
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