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Second Story
Duo shares their 
latest release 
‘I’m Letting Go’
SEE PAGE 4

San Jose Museum
of Art announces
new acquisitions
by 27 artists
SEE PAGE 10

Heart of the Holidays
The true spirit of  the holidays

involves giving, not getting
SEE PAGE 11

SEE OUR LISTINGS OF LOCAL REALTORS, CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING AND HOME IMPROVEMENT ADVERTISEMENTS INSIDE THE BACK COVER

Ninth Circuit Court of
Appeals rules Pioneer
High violated FCA’s right
to religious freedom;
case could reach the 
US Supreme Court

Nowhere is the stalemate’s 
impact felt more than at
Leland High School

By Claire Chen
Contributing writer 

A
n extracurricular club is many
things — a community, a mis‐
sion, a chance to learn — so

what happens when they no longer
exist? 

This is the question that students
across the San José Unified School
District have been attempting to
answer for the last four months of
the 2022‐23 school year with the
district club approval process stalled
due to the repercussions of a law‐
suit currently underway: Fellow‐
ship of Christian Athletes v. San José
Unified Board of Education. 

A question of discrimination
The Fellowship of Christian Ath‐

letes (FCA) is, according to their
own website, an organization
“working to see the world trans‐
formed by Jesus Christ through the

influence of coaches and athletes.”
Particular clauses in the FCA’s
Statement of Faith, which all club
leaders are required to sign and
agree to, state that “God institut‐
ed marriage between one man and
one woman as… the basic struc‐
ture of human society. For this rea‐
son, we believe that marriage is
exclusively the union of one man
and one woman.” 

The FCA has chapters at many of

our local schools, but it was the one
at Pioneer High School that raised
the question of LGBTQ+ discrim‐
ination within the club beginning
April 2019. Their Statement of
Faith was posted on U.S. History
teacher Peter Glasser’s whiteboard
during class on April 23, under‐
neath which he wrote, “I am deeply
saddened that a club on Pioneer’s
campus asks its members to affirm
these statements. How do you

feel?” — a decision which started
the controversy.

As a result, at least one student
protest was held on campus at Pio‐
neer against the FCA, where stu‐
dents holding signs with messages
like “Hate is Not a Religious Belief”
assembled outside an FCA meeting
on Dec. 4. 

Official complaint
An official complaint filed by Reed

See CLUBS, page 9

All extracurricular clubs (except one) on hold at SJUSD schools due to pending lawsuit

SJPD cracks
down on
sideshows

By Lorraine Gabbert
Senior staff writer

M
uch to the relief of local
residents, the San Jose
Police Department recent‐

ly cracked down on an enormous
sideshow.

In November, police respond‐
ed to a sideshow occurring at Mon‐
terey Highway and Branham Lane.
In a coordinated effort involving
50 to 70 officers, several super‐
visors and two command officers,
police blocked about 500 cars,
issued 720 citations and 82 juve‐
nile contact reports and impound‐
ed 17 cars. Two stolen vehicles
and a handgun were recovered at
the scene. 

Police Captain Brian Matchett,
Southern division commander,
said this kind of illegal event has
no place in the community. 

“This is not the type of activity
we tolerate in the City of San Jose,”
he said. “There’s a likelihood that
when you come down here and
participate in this kind of activi‐
ty, you’re going to be caught and
you’re going to be issued a cita‐
tion, specifically for just watching
the event, which we have a law
against.”

Councilmember Sergio Jimenez
said the sideshow blockade sent
a clear message to residents that
the city is trying to solve the prob‐
lem and told participants to go
elsewhere.

“Don’t come and do this here
See SIDESHOWS, page 8

Senior Citizen Care Club passes out snacks during Club Rush. Photo Credit: Alexander Le

By William Bellou
Publisher

A
fter five hours of impassioned
public comment from 500
people Monday night at San

Jose City Hall, councilmembers voted
7‐4 to fill two City Council vacan‐
cies through an appointment pro‐
cess by the end of January. 

Residents spoke in favor of
special election

Hundreds of residents expressed
their desire to move forward with
a special election to replace Almaden
District 10 Councilmember Matt

Mahan and Evergreen District 8
Councilmember Sylvia Arenas, both
moving on to new roles as San Jose
mayor and Santa Clara County
supervisor, respectively. 

Those in favor of the appoint‐
ments believe the cost of a special
election, estimated to be more than
$7 million, is too high. Mayor Sam
Liccardo, Vice Mayor Chappie Jones
and Councilmembers Pam Foley and
Matt Mahan voted in opposition. 

“This is a clear break from prece‐
dent,” Liccardo said. “I think it brings
shame to our city.”

District 10 
Leadership 
Coalition 
empowers 
residents
San Jose City 
Council votes 7 to
4 appointing 2
councilmembers to
the vacant seats in
Districts 8 and 10
after hundreds of
people requesting
a special election 

By Lorraine Gabbert
Senior Staff Writer

T
he District 10
Leadership Coali‐
tion aims to em‐

power local residents by
working together on
issues.

Chair David Heindel
said the organization

strives to enable people
to have a voice in the
community, organize
neighborhoods and build
community. He said it
can also help residents
be more impactful at
City Hall. 

“They come and tell
See COALITION, page 9

Photo courtesy of hoodline.

Special election thwarted as City Councilmembers
approve appointment process to fill vacancies  

Mayor-Elect Matt Mahan expressed his appreciation
of residents being involved in their community.
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By County Supervisor 
Joe Simitian

I
s there an issue you’re pas‐
sionate about? A
problem you can help

solve? A community
you’d like to help suc‐
ceed? We may have the
perfect niche for you.

Santa Clara County has
more than 75 boards and
commissions. Some have a long
history, like the Planning Com‐
mission, established in 1929. Oth‐
ers, like the Race and Health Dis‐
parities Community Board, estab‐
lished in 2020, reflect cultural
shifts. Several, including our five
property assessment boards, have
technical prerequisites for mem‐
bership.

The common thread is that all
are “staffed” by community mem‐
bers who volunteer to contribute
their expertise and insight, help‐
ing our County’s professional staff
to be even more effective, with a
deeper understanding of issues
and needs.

As a County Supervisor, it is both
my responsibility and pleasure to
nominate or vote on applicants to
serve on our various boards and
commissions. Most appointees
come from San Jose, which makes
sense given that it’s the County’s
largest city and the seat of gov‐
ernment. With more than half of
the County’s total population, San
Jose also has the greatest demand
for our safety net services.

But to reflect the County as a
whole, it’s important to engage
constituents from all 15 of our

cities and towns, and our unin‐
corporated areas.

Government works best when
the public is fully engaged
– when we have talented
people who can share
their skills and experi‐
ences.

Our boards and com‐
missions – organized
alphabetically (from

Advisory Commission on Con‐
sumer Affairs to Youth Task Force)
– focus their work in a number of
ways: by topic (e.g., emergency
operations, elections, equity, land
use, public safety, roads, treasury
oversight); by demographic (chil‐
dren, seniors, the unhoused, vet‐
erans, women); by geography
(Cupertino Sanitary District, Los
Altos Hills County Fire District).

I’ll be honest. It can take a little
work to find just the right fit for
an individual, in part because the
boards and commissions have dif‐
ferent, sometimes proscriptive,
requirements regarding qualifica‐
tions or residency.

Also, the County’s applications
portal is not as user friendly as I’d
like, and the process can seem
unduly cumbersome. But please,
don’t let that stop you!

You don’t have to be old enough
to vote – or even drive – to par‐
ticipate. I recently had the privi‐
lege of appointing Mountain View
High School freshman Kendall
Nord to the Youth Task Force,
made up of 15 high‐school aged
youth who make policy recom‐
mendations and work to find solu‐
tions that will improve the lives of
young people in our County.

I encourage applicants of all ages
and backgrounds, from every cor‐
ner of the County, so that our work
responds to the full range of needs.
My district – District Five – includes
nine of the County’s cities. I recent‐
ly had the privilege of appointing
Benaifer Dastoor, Cupertino resi‐
dent and longtime community vol‐
unteer, to the Commission on the
Status of Women.

Whether it’s at the local, state,
or national level, the success of our
institutions depends on real par‐
ticipation from folks who roll up
their sleeves and wade in with
ideas, knowledge, and lived expe‐
rience. At the County we have
many opportunities for con‐
stituents to help us foster robust
and thriving communities.

More information on our boards
and commissions, including how
to apply, is available at https://
boardclerk.sccgov.org/boards‐
and‐commissions
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ValleyCurrents
cur|rent (adj.) Present, topical, timely, newsworthy. (n.) Movement in a definite direction, a flow.

N O T E B O O K

Duo navigates the
process of healing
and finding happiness

S
econd Story Duo, Lynn Case
and Doug Bloomquist of
Almaden Valley, just released

their latest single “I’m Letting Go,”
focusing on strength and willing‐
ness to move on and let go. 

This is the first single of 2022
for the duo as they have taken their
time to create something that they
are “truly proud of” states Case. 

Over the last year, Second Story
Duo has embraced creative col‐
laboration. Lynn remembers the
struggle both she and Doug felt
over not being able to get the
groove of the song to where they
wanted it. 

Lynn states, “It just wasn’t feel‐
ing the way we wanted it to. A
friend recommended that we call
Jazz composer, Greg Sankovich and
once he started playing the piano,
and I started singing the song with
him, there was magic.” Lynn con‐
tinues by explaining that she “had
never experienced that give and
take between singer and musician
before and it became greater than
the sum of its parts”. 

The piano begins by telling a
story, the delicate instrumenta‐
tion of the keys gives way for the
introduction of Lynn’s gentle and
emotional timbre as she begins by
telling the listener of her heart‐
break in ending a friendship. 

As “I’m Letting Go” moves to the chorus, Lynn's
soaring vocals focus inward to find the strength to
move on and accept change. “Growing out of a rela‐

tionship can be a difficult process. It’s amazing what
gives us the push to move forward with our own
stories.”

If this is any indication of where the duo’s music
is headed, the strength of their songwriting has
grown and the musicality through collaboration with
others has magnified. 

The layers to their instrumentation and dedica‐
tion to making art through song is what contributes
to Second Story Duo’s growth.

They plan on releasing their second full‐length
album in the spring of 2023 in collaboration with
other Bay Area musicians. 

“I’m Letting Go” is available on all streaming plat‐
forms and you can listen wherever you stream your
music.

You can follow Second Story Duo by visiting their
website: https://secondstoryduo.rocks; Instagram:
https://instagram.com/secondstoryduo; Facebook:
https://facebook.com/secondstoryduo; and listen to
“I’m Letting Go” on Youtube: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=8pffHOS9DpE or send them a message
at secondstoryduo@icloud.com; or call (408) 266‑4371

Second Story Duo shares their 
latest release ‘I’m Letting Go’

Jazz composer Greg Sandkovich

Second Story Duo, Lynn Case and Doug Bloomquist of Almaden Valley, just released
their latest single “I’m Letting Go,” focusing on strength and willingness to move
on and let go. 

Help wanted: County 
Boards and Commissions
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Times Features

By Erin Klarer

S
atisfactory academic progress, or SAP,
is an important phrase in the language
of student aid for Kentucky students

to know, according to Kentucky Higher Edu‐
cation Assistance Authority (KHEAA)

SAP comes into play after you have taken
college or technical school classes and are
applying for student aid for the next school
year.

All colleges that award federal student
aid must have SAP standards, which are
based on three key areas: GPA, pace and a
maximum time frame. 

The GPA students may vary by school,
major and whether a student is pursuing
an undergraduate or graduate degree.

To meet the pace standard, students must
pass a certain percentage of the classes they
take in a given period of time. This may also
vary by college.

Maximum time frame means students
have to finish their degree within a given
number of attempted credit hours. For exam‐
ple, a school may require a student to pass
120 credit hours to earn a bachelor’s degree,
but the student must earn those 120 hours

without taking more than 150 hours.
KHEAA is a public, non‐profit agency

established in 1966 to improve students’
access to college. It provides information
about financial aid and financial literacy at
no cost to students and parents.

In addition, KHEAA disburses private
Advantage Education Loans on behalf of its
sister agency, KHESLC. For more informa‐
tion, visit www.advantageeducationloan.
com.

KHEAA also helps colleges manage their
student loan default rates and verify infor‐
mation submitted on the FAFSA. For more
information about those services, visit
www.kheaa.com.

Op-Ed

District 8, 10 San Jose City Council
vacancies must be filled through special
elections, not special appointments

By Lisa Faria

A
fter the November General Election,
two vacancies were created on the
San Jose City Council, leaving the res‐

idents of Districts 8 and 10 in limbo.  
In January, Sylvia Arenas will vacate her

District 8 Council seat to take office as
County Supervisor and Matt Mahan of Dis‐
trict 10 will vacate his Council seat as he
is sworn in as the next Mayor of San Jose.

When the seats on the San Jose City Coun‐
cil become vacant, the residents of those
two districts deserve the opportunity to
vote for their next representative.  How‐
ever, some on the San Jose City Council are
being pressured to fill the two seats through
special appointments and not through the
democratic process of special elections.

Historically, the City of San Jose has held
special elections in the past to fill vacant
Council seats. In previous special elections,
Nora Campos was elected as San Jose Dis‐
trict 5 Councilmember in 2001, Madison
Nguyen for District 7 in 2005, and Manh
Nguyen for District 4 in 2015, among oth‐
ers.  These special elections enabled the
citizens to choose their own representa‐
tion.  We should continue this long‐stand‐
ing tradition of democracy in our city and
allow the people, not the politicians, to
decide their representatives.

For those that argue about the costs

involved with special elections, is there a
price tag for democracy?  Elections are a
bedrock of democracy and residents must
have the opportunity to make the choice
for themselves about who would best rep‐
resent their district.  There is no price tag
for the democratic process and having spe‐
cial elections over making special appoint‐
ments is the right thing to do. We invest
so much time, money, and energy to
empower voters and encourage voter
turnout, and sidestepping special elections
would only diminish the faith voters have
in the electoral process.

If the vacancies are filled by the Coun‐
cil, only eleven people will vote to approve
the appointment ‐ the Mayor and the ten
San Jose Councilmembers.  Of those eleven
people, only one actually resides in the dis‐
trict.  Hand‐picking a councilmember of
their choice over the choice of the resi‐
dents does not constitute a democratic
process and would be an overreach of
power. 

District 8 and District 10 residents
deserve the opportunity to elect their rep‐
resentative and the entire San Jose City
Council must vote to preserve the demo‐
cratic process by calling for a special elec‐
tion to fill the vacancies. 

Lisa Faria is 2022 Board President, Santa
Clara County Association of REALTORS ®

Financial aid tip of the month

Know your school’s satisfactory
academic progress standards



SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 n ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COMPAGE 8 n ALMADEN TIMES n DEC. 9 – DEC. 22, 2022

Times From the Cover

Sideshows
Continued from page 1
because we’re not going to allow it,” he said.
“We’re going to cite you and tow vehicles.”

Matchett said several hundred people attend‐
ed the sideshow, coming from all over the Bay
Area. He estimates about 20 sideshows hap‐
pen   yearly, varying in the number of vehicles
and size of the crowd. He said in addition to
blockades, roadway improvements to deter
sideshows are needed.

Mayor‐elect Matt Mahan agrees. South San
Jose was designed with wide, straight roads
that lend themselves to racing, he said. 

“Through stronger law enforcement and
changes to the built environment,” he said,
“we’re going to do everything we can to deter
folks from treating it like a speedway.”

Mahan said the city is serious about crack‐
ing down on sideshows and the City Council
passed ordinances making it a crime to pro‐
mote or spectate them. He said financial sup‐
port for the police department is crucial for
ensuring it has the manpower to respond to
these events, which are more than just a nui‐
sance but a serious public safety hazard. 

“We’ve seen guns fired…people thrown out

of cars…crashes into vehicles and homes.
It’s not just some kids acting out,” he said.
“There’s serious criminal activity with seri‐
ous consequences. We’re very serious about
dissuading folks from doing it and enforc‐
ing our laws.”

District 10 residents formed a Safe Streets
Working group and are working with the
police department and DOT to find solu‐
tions to sideshows and street racing. They
are discussing traffic calming interventions
for hotspots such as Via Valiente, Camden
Avenue and Santa Teresa Boulevard. 

Almaden resident Lydia McClure said
when she knocked on doors for Mahan’s
campaign, neighbors said their greatest con‐
cern was public safety and sideshows near res‐
idential neighborhoods. She said a woman who
lives on Via Valiente said people did donuts on
school grounds even while students were play‐
ing sports. 

“We’ve had racing, we’ve had sideshows right
on Almaden Expressway and O’Grady Drive,”
she said, “as well as Bailey and Santa Teresa.”

McClure said the intense noise level of these
events is disruptive and can continue all night.
She has been frustrated by a lack of police
response in the past.  

“I was amazed that the police showed up like

they did,” she said of the massive response in
November, “…and came to do what probably
should have started to be done two years ago,
three years ago when this started to become
such an issue.”

McClure said a further road diet and raised
yellow plastic bumps on Via Valiente won’t be
effective deterrents for street racers and
sideshow participants. She’d prefer round‐
abouts, increased policing and cameras to catch
license plates. 

“When we have people so brazen and empow‐
ered to run a sideshow…we’re looking for more
and more tragedies,” she said. “There have got

to be consequences…If they’re not getting
ticketed, then we have just given them a tick‐
et to ride.”

Almaden resident Steven Pagan said
pedestrians and bicyclists are at risk from
street racers.

“It’s so unfortunate because there have
been instances of these street races that
have ended in fatalities of innocent peo‐
ple,” he said. “No one is safe around this reck‐
less behavior.”

He said sideshows are also very danger‐
ous, especially to residents who live near‐
by. 

“The smoke generated from burning rub‐
ber lingers in the immediate area for a long time,”
he said. “These participants just entirely take
over the street and keep everyone hostage who
is trying to pass through the area.”

Pagan would like to see increased traffic
enforcement, citations and vehicle impound‐
ment. 

“The crack down by San Jose police is very
warranted,” he said. “It’s a very time‐consum‐
ing process and it must be executed seamless‐
ly and very quickly. I understand the strain it
puts on our police department…but their efforts
are absolutely appreciated by a majority of the
residents in the city.” 

On Nov. 12, the SJPD responded to a sideshow occurring at Mon-
terey Highway and Branham Lane, processing 500 cars, issuing
720 citations and 82 juvenile contact reports and impounding 17
cars. Photo courtesy of San Jose Police Department.



Clubs
Continued from page 1
Smith of the Center for Law and Religious Free‐
dom in coordination with the FCA called Glass‐
er’s whiteboard display a “hostile message” and
the student protest “an attempt to harass and
intimidate,” while The Pony Express, the Pio‐
neer student‐run newspaper, stresses that the
protest was peaceful and intended to create a
more loving and inclusive school environment.
This subsequently led the school’s principal,
Herb Espiritu, to end recognition for Pioneer’s
FCA chapter as a club, preventing them from
fundraising on campus, accessing school bank
accounts, or being included in the yearbook.
Shortly thereafter, the district followed suit,
removing chapters of the FCA from Leland and
Willow Glen High Schools.

The FCA takes SJUSD to court
While this may seem like the end of a pre‐

dictable story, this is only the beginning of a much
longer saga. After a brief lull in the affair due to
pandemic‐related school closures, the contro‐
versy rekindled and much stronger this time:
on January 28, 2021, the FCA, Elizabeth Sinclair
and Charlotte Klarke (two leaders within the
Pioneer chapter) took the SJUSD Board of Edu‐
cation, Mr. Espiritu and Mr. Glasser to court.
The first court case took place within the Unit‐
ed States District Court, Northern District of
California, after several complaints of religious
discrimination filed by the FCA had been repeat‐
edly dismissed. As Deputy Superintendent
Stephen McMahon put it at an SJUSD Board of
Education meeting on Nov. 17, 2022, they found
the FCA’s Pioneer chapter “violated their Non‐
Discrimination Policy” by discriminating against
a minority group, a claim that won this case for
SJUSD and kept the FCA’s chapters out of SJUSD
schools, a decision which the FCA appealed to
the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. 

The FCA then presented their case: that the
district violated both the First Amendment of
the Constitution, which establishes freedom of
religion, and the Equal Access Act (EAA), which
states that public schools must provide “equi‐
table opportunities to participate in all aca‐
demic and extracurricular activities.” Their rea‐
soning behind this? SJUSD choose to remove Pio‐
neer’s FCA chapter despite allowing other clubs,
like Leland Women or Black Student Union, to
retain “discriminatory” practices that violate
the EAA by allowing only female‐or black‐iden‐
tifying students to join, respectively. Thus, the
FCA argues, the district was selectively choos‐
ing which clubs they would hold to the EAA,
and their refusal to allow FCA in particular as
a club was selective enforcement, and therefore
discrimination, for the FCA’s religious beliefs.

Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals rules 
The FCA’s argument of selective enforcement

prevailed, and on August 29, 2022, the Ninth Cir‐
cuit Court of Appeals ruled in a 2‐1 decision that
Pioneer did violate the FCA’s right to religious free‐
dom and would have to reinstate the club. 

New policy – and its effects
SJUSD’s response to the FCA’s claims was to

implement an “all‐comers” policy for
clubs, requiring them to “allow any
currently enrolled student of the
school to participate in, become a
member of, and seek or hold leader‐
ship positions in the organization,
regardless of his or her status or
beliefs” in an attempt to counteract the
FCA’s argument on selective enforce‐
ment. 

In implementing this “all comers”
policy, the district is now requiring
that all clubs must change their con‐
stitutions to comply with the policy,
and then re‐apply to become rein‐
stated at schools like Leland. This delayed deci‐
sion has meant that students have gone this
entire school year so far without their traditional
annual Club Rush and any official school‐rec‐
ognized club, causing some to fear in this fight
to win their court case, the district is unfairly
impacting others unrelated to the case; and
nowhere is the impact of the stalemate felt more
than at Leland High School

Alexander Lee ‘23, Associated Student Body
President of Leland High School, and President
of the District 10 Youth Leadership Coalition (a
student‐led advisory group to the Mayor and
City Council) released this statement:  “This is
a tricky situation that I think is a lot bigger and
more impactful than what a lot of us originally
expected it to be. We’re almost fighting two dif‐
ferent battles right now: one centered around
how we define and protect non‐discrimination
in our school clubs, and one focusing on getting
clubs — which hold such a big part in students’
school lives — up and running again as soon as
possible. The story behind why clubs haven’t
started yet isn’t very widely known to anybody
outside of the SJUSD office, and I can tell this
has led to a lot of restlessness in the student
population and even in parent organizations at
these schools.  It feels unfair that the question‐
able choices of one club could affect so many
students at so many schools in the district, but
again, there’s more to this debate than meets
the eye.”

Leland ASB met with Mr. McMahon on Nov.
9, 2022 to discuss the impact on ordinary high
school students who just want their extracur‐
ricular clubs to return. Lee recalls the strong
push from Leland students who were willing
to comply with the “all‐comers” policy if they
could return to having school‐affiliated clubs.
Partially as a result of this meeting, club appli‐
cations have been reopened for the spring
semester, a move which, while welcomed, still
faced criticism from some within the student
community.

Senior Anuveer Chadha says he felt “absolute‐
ly gutted” and “disheartened” about the lack of
clubs and the fact that “it has been almost an
entire semester” before official communication
and action surrounding the club holdup reached
the community. Sophomore Dominic Vu shared
similar sentiments, saying, “I was planning to
have my own club and join a ton of clubs this
year and have a lot of fun… none of it happened
and I’m honestly very disappointed that there’s

been so many issues with the clubs.” 
What next? 
In a bizarre twist, SJUSD, after losing their case,

was required by the Ninth Circuit Court of
Appeals to officially recognize the FCA as a club

for the 22‐23 school year, making it the
only officially recognized club in the
entire district right now. SJUSD still
plans to fight this decision, requesting
another hearing with a larger judge
panel, making the strict implementa‐
tion of their “all‐comers” policy ever
more critical in building the credibili‐
ty of their argument. 

Case could reach the US Supreme
Court

Lee believes that if escalated, this
case could reach the Supreme Court, a
situation which the district is trying to
avoid while simultaneously working to

bring clubs back as soon as possible. 
For now, awareness of this issue is impor‐

tant, Lee states, because “the more people know,
the more we can work through this and come

up with a solution.” 
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Coalition
Continued from page 1
us what’s going on. They want to know what we
think about what is going on, so there’s a great
relationship,” he said. “…If you have a problem,
we can help plug you in to the right people.” 

The Coalition connected with the other nine
districts to form the All District Leadership Group,
meeting with chairs and vice chairs to share infor‐
mation at monthly meetings. 

“That group’s starting to get some real trac‐
tion,” Heindel said. “It’s very exciting.” 

The organization is looking for additional res‐
idents to participate in its efforts. It had to return
$4,000 of $5000 of a city grant due to a lack of
staff to do outreach to D10 neighborhoods to
raise awareness of the funds available for Nation‐
al Night Out, beautification and other neighbor‐
hood projects.

One of the Coalition’s successes is helping to
establish District 10 Working Groups. Dinah Hayse,
a member of the Community Cats Working Group,
said it received support from District 10.

“It’s been extremely helpful and contributed
a lot to our ability to get anything done,” she said. 

District 10 Leadership Coalition Boardmem‐
ber Rich Crowley said the Leadership Coalition,
neighborhoods and working groups are essen‐
tial for bringing residents together and amplify‐
ing their voices to get results. 

Heindel said those active in the Coalition learn
about local government and gain assistance solv‐
ing problems from how to have street lights
repaired to transportation related issues.

Mayor‐Elect Matt Mahan, who attended the
meeting, said he is a “huge believer” in the power
of people being engaged, informed and organ‐
ized. 
Filling Vacancies in Council Districts 8 and 10

Mahan spoke about the City Council deciding
how to fill the D10 and D8 open council seats,
following his winning the bid for mayor and
Councilmember Sylvia Arenas taking the District
1 Santa Clara County supervisor seat. He said the
City Charter gives the City Council the choice of
holding a special election, interim appointments

or appointing new councilmembers for two years. 
The city has historically held special elections

to fill vacancies, he added, letting the people
decide.

Mahan said a special election is the right thing
to do, although it could cost from $3 to $11 mil‐
lion. Opposing city councilmembers feel the funds
would be better spent on police, parks or traffic
calming measures and were concerned about
not having a voting councilmember in place to
weigh in on the city budget and other issues.
Mahan wanted an interim candidate appointed
who wouldn’t run for the City Council in 2024.

“I don’t think you can put a price on democ‐
racy,” Mahan said. “…The decisions we make
about the budget, about local laws and ordi‐
nances are just too important.”  

Mahan said as the majority of City Coun‐
cilmembers will no longer be in office January 1,
deciding on this process and pushing through
appointments isn’t fair. He would like to see an
open, competitive race.

“We have a lot of new councilmembers com‐
ing in,” he said. “…Why should a lame duck coun‐
cil decide on the process when we have a lot of
new people coming in? ...We’re talking about
having a bunch of council members who repre‐
sent other districts, other communities, decid‐
ing who represents ours.” 

Heindel is also in favor of having a special elec‐
tion and having a say in who represents District 10. 

“Everybody talks about money, but this is
democracy,” he said. “…This is so fundamental,
to be able to vote.”

Hundreds of people spoke at the City Council
meeting held on Dec. 5 to decide this issue, the
majority requesting a special election. The City
Council voted seven to four in favor of perma‐
nently appointing two councilmembers to the
vacant seats in Districts 8 and 10. Mayor Sam
Liccardo, Vice Mayor Charles “Chappie” Jones,
Councilmember Pam Foley and Mahan voted
against the decision. 

The next meeting of the District 10 Leader‐
ship Coalition is Feb. 4 at 9 a.m.  Location: Almaden
Library & Community Center, Room 3 (upstairs)
6445 Camden Ave., San Jose, CA 95120. 

Alexander Lee introduces the Creative Writing Club and Student Leader-
ship, at a club fair. Photo Credit: Alexander Lee
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Times Arts

San Jose Museum
of Art announces
new acquisitions
by 27 artists

T
he San José Museum of Art (SJMA) has
announced the acquisition of 41 works
by a diverse roster of 27 artists for its

permanent collection. 
Acquired through purchase and gifts from

generous donors from July 2021 to June
2022, SJMA continues to build momentum
in its collecting strategy focusing on gen‐
der parity, cultural diversity, and artistic
innovation, while proactively acquiring
socially relevant contemporary art.

“We are incredibly thrilled with these
new additions to the permanent collection
and this year’s acquisitions are excep‐
tionally timely and monumental,” said S.
Sayre Batton, Oshman Executive Director,
SJMA. “I thank the Acquisitions Commit‐
tee and curatorial team for their thought‐
ful strategy and their dedication to the
Museum’s mission. I am especially grate‐
ful for our supporters and donors who
entrust SJMA to care for and present these

works to the people of San José and Sili‐
con Valley.” 

This year’s acquisitions include a signifi‐
cant representation of California artists, espe‐
cially from the Bay Area.  Many of these
artists’ homegrown works address recent
national and global events. 

Significant large‐scale works include Felipe
Baeza’s Emerging in difference (2022), cur‐
rently on view in The Milk of Dreams, the
59th International Art Exhibition of La Bien‑
nale di Venezia; Huma Bhabha’s Receiver
(2019), a towering 8‐foot sculpture; Mag‐
dalena Abakanowicz’s Crowd No. 2 (1988);

Sam Durant’s Proposal #2 for Monument at
Altamont Raceway, Tracy, CA, (2003); and
Tom Friedman’s F_ _ _ k It (2002). 

A list of recent acquisitions is available on
SJMA's collection database at sjmusart.
org/embark.

At left: Felipe Baeza, Emerging in difference, 2022. Ink, graphite, glitter, interference powder, twine,
acrylic and cut paper collage on paper, Museum purchase with funds provided by Kimberly and Patrick
Lin, Geraldine and Marco Magarelli, and Yvonne and Mike Nevens, 2022.11. © Felipe Baeza. Courtesy
Maureen Paley, London. Above: Patricia Piccinini, Cleaner, 2019 Fiberglass, auto paint, silicone, and
human hair, 11 3/4 x 27 1/2 x 35 3/8 inches Gift of the Lipman Family Foundation in honor of the 25th
anniversary of Hosfelt Gallery, 2022.02. Courtesy of the artist and Hosfelt Gallery. Photo: Miles Petersen.



True Holiday
Spirit is giving

By Bryan Golden
Among other things, the holidays are a

time of giving and receiving gifts. 
The question most often asked of people

is, "what did you get?" Much less frequent‐
ly asked is, "what did you give?" Invariably,
the inquiries concern material gifts. Pur‐
chasing a gift can certainly be thoughtful and
a wonderful gesture, especially when it's
backed up by your actions. 

However, the most valuable presents are
those that aren't sold in stores. When you
give your love, your time, help someone in
need, aid another in solving a problem or over‐
coming an obstacle, you give something price‐
less.

The true spirit of the holidays is giving.
When you give, you receive. You can get any‐
thing in life you want by helping enough oth‐
ers get what they want; but only if you give
without expecting anything in return. The
impact of giving isn't limited to just the hol‐
iday Season, it's something that has value all
year.

The power of giving is often underesti‐
mated. When you give unconditionally, you
don't just impact the recipient; you start a
chain reaction. By brightening the life of one
person you also affect all those who they
then touch.

No gesture of giving or kindness is too small.
Holding the door open at a store, helping
someone carry groceries to their car, letting
another car in front of you, saying please and
thank you, and saying hello to a stranger you
pass on the sidewalk, are some of the many
things you can do daily.

For family and friends, your time is one
of the most precious gifts you can offer. Are
you there for others when they need you?
Do you offer a hand without being asked?
Do you help out when asked?

Too often, people get caught up in their
own desires, thus losing sight of the needs
of others. A person who tries to get through
life by looking out for himself or herself first
is invariably frustrated. Often this person
views life as a competition to determine who
can accumulate more.

On the other hand, those who are con‐
cerned for the wellbeing of others are hap‐
pier, more content, and more satisfied. By
giving without expecting, they in turn receive
the things they need.

Giving is a simple concept that works
every time it is applied. There will be peo‐
ple who don't appreciate what you do, but
it doesn't matter. You are giving without
anticipating anything in return. Besides, there
will be many more who are thankful for your
efforts.

If you don't treat others well, buying a gift
won't compensate for your behavior. The
recipient might like what you give them but
it won't make up for your actions. You can't
bribe someone to forgive the way you treat
them with a present.

The best gift you can receive is the joy of
making someone else happy. Being unselfish
is a wonderful way to live. When you give

with no ulterior motives, your actions are
seen as genuine. Should you expect some‐
thing in return, your behavior is always sus‐
pect. We all know people who do nice things
only when they want something in return.

Make giving a daily routine. Don't start

and end with the holiday season. Every day
is a good day to do something nice. When
people feel good due to your actions, you
can't help but feel happy yourself.  And that
is priceless. The most significant action you
can take is having a positive impact on the

lives of others.
Bryan is the author of "Dare to Live With‐

out Limits."  Contact Bryan at Bryan@colum‐
nist.com or visit www.DareToLiveWith‐
outLimits.com Copyright 2022 Bryan Gold‐
en
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Tech Jargon of the week

Open Source
By Shub Saxen

H
ave you ever stumbled into a con‐
versation where everyone is
speaking around this “techie”

word – and even after you’ve broken in,
it is difficult to understand the unfa‐
miliar jargon and acronyms? Well, there’s no
need to sweat it. Let me teach you the meaning
of some commonly used tech words:

Open Source
If you keep a tab on the latest news from the

tech industry, you may have heard or read about
this word “open source” multiple times. But do

you really know what that means? If not, then
you’ve come to the right place! Let’s go over what
makes the code behind the curtain “open source.”

Most software that you buy or down‐
load only comes in the compiled ready‐
to‐run version. Compiled means that the
actual program code that the developer
created, known as the source code, has
run through a special program called a
compiler that translates the source code

into a form that the computer can understand.
It is extremely difficult to modify the compiled
version of most applications and nearly impos‐
sible to see exactly how the developer created
different parts of the program. Most commer‐
cial software manufacturers see this as an advan‐
tage that keeps other companies from copying

their code and using it in a competing product.
It also gives them control over the quality and
features found in a particular product.

Open‐source software is at the opposite end
of the spectrum. The source code is included
with the compiled version and modification, or
customization is encouraged. The software devel‐
opers who support the open‐source concept
believe that by allowing anyone who's inter‐
ested to modify the source code, the application
will be more useful and error‐free over the long
term.

Firefox, Chrome, OpenOffice, Linux, and
Android are some popular examples of open‐
source software, while Microsoft Windows is
probably the most popular piece of closed‐source
software out there.

One of the main advantages of open‐source
software is the cost; however, the term “free”
refers to the freedom from restrictions and not
so much its price. If a business (or even you)
has the in‐house capabilities and technical expert‐
ise to maintain the software and resources to
implement, train and provide support to staff,
then open source may turn out to be the most
cost‐effective solution.

Open‐source code is one of the largest cata‐
lysts of broad programming innovation. By col‐
laborating on accessible code, programmers can
create communities of innovators who can make
programs that we benefit from.

Do you enjoy reading this column?  Send in
your comments or feedback to the author at
shub.saxen@gmail.com. 
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5635 Silver Creek Valley Road
San Jose, CA 95123

Times News

Jonsen victorious
over Jensen in
SCC sheriff’s race

B
allot tabulations have propelled for‐
mer Palo Alto Police Chief Robert
“Rob” Jonsen to victory in the contest

for Santa Clara County Sheriff, over retired
sheriff’s captain Kevin Jensen.

Registrar of Voters shows Jonsen ahead

by 1.58 percentage points. His more than
7,000‐vote margin assured Jonsen of victo‐
ry. 

Sheriff Laurie Smith chose not to seek re‐
election to a seventh term after votes of no
confidence and a scathing grand jury report
accusing her of misconduct, and she resigned
Nov. 1 as the jury was deliberating an even‐
tual guilty verdict in the non‐criminal case.

Jonsen announced his retirement as Palo
Alto chief of police in January when he
announced he would seek election as sher‐
iff. 

Rob Jonsen                                                            Kevin Jensen
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Times News

California Dept. of
Water Resources
announces 5%
initial allocation for
State Water Project

W
ith 85% of the state, and all of Santa
Clara County classified as being in a
severe, extreme or exceptional

drought, the California Dept. of Water Resources
announced an initial 5% allocation of import‐
ed water from the State Water Project Dec. 2. 

The Dept. of Water Resources said it will
work with water agencies to provide water
beyond the 5% to help meet minimum human
health and safety needs. Currently, Valley
Water’s reservoirs and the state’s reservoirs
are well below their historical averages for this
time of year.

“This initial allocation serves as a stark
reminder that the drought emergency is not
over,” Valley Water Chair Pro Tem John L.
Varela said. “We’re thankful for the early sea‐
son rainfall and we hope to see more storms
this winter. But we must continue to reduce
our water use. We owe it to our kids, family
and community not to waste water.”

Climate change is resulting in hotter and
more extreme weather events, with potentially
longer and more severe droughts. Experts say
that California needs at least one well‐above‐
average water year, and maybe more, to end
the drought and replenish reservoirs.

During the past few years, Valley Water aug‐
mented Santa Clara County’s water supply and
groundwater basins by withdrawing water we
had previously stored in a groundwater “bank”
outside the county, purchasing emergency
water from willing sellers and aggressively
increasing conservation. If we endure a fourth
year of drought, purchasing these emergency
water supplies may be harder to obtain.

The Valley Water Board of Directors has
taken several steps to help Santa Clara Coun‐
ty use less water during the drought emer‐
gency.

In June 2021, the Valley Water Board of
Directors established a 15% water use reduc‐
tion goal for Santa Clara County compared to
2019. After months of steady progress, Santa
Clara County reached this goal in July and
August, saving 16% compared to July 2019.

The Valley Water Board of Directors also
implemented rules aimed at reducing outdoor
watering during the drought. Some of the rules
include watering ornamental lawns no more
than two days a week, and a restriction on out‐
door watering during and within 48 hours of
rainfall.

Residents, businesses and farms can take
advantage of Valley Water’s robust conserva‐
tion programs by visiting watersavings.org.

Report: Top 15
states for new
entrepreneurs

N
ew updated data has been released
showing California now has less entre‐
preneurs compared to pre‐pandemic

figures.
According to the 2022 Best & Worst States

for Millennials, a study conducted by educa‐
tion research firm and scholarship website
engine Scholaroo, Entrepreneurs in California
have decreased their number by 4% this year
compared to 2018 numbers, positioning the
state as the #5 place where are more new
entrepreneurs.

Here is the ranking from best to worst of New
Entrepreneurs 2022 in each state:
Top 15 states for new entrepreneurs 2022
(States ranked from highest to lowest in rate
of new entrepreneurs in 2022) 

1. Florida ‑ 0.61%
2. New Mexico ‑ 0.55%
3. Georgia ‑ 0.47%
4. Oklahoma ‑ 0.44%
5. California ‑ 0.43%
6. Alaska ‑ 0.42%
7. Colorado ‑ 0.42%
8. Maine ‑ 0.42%
9. Vermont ‑ 0.42%
10. Wyoming ‑ 0.41%
11. Arizona ‑ 0.39%
12. New York ‑ 0.38%
13. Louisiana ‑ 0.37%
14. Mississippi ‑ 0.37%
15. Missouri ‑ 0.37%

For the complete 2022 rankings and method‐
ology, please visit: https://scholaroo.com/best‐
states‐for‐millennials
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Wow! 3672 meals for the hungry!

Times Feature

‘Celebration’ will also feature 
clarinetists Jon and Alec Manasse 

T
he San José Chamber Orchestra pres‐
ents Celebration on Saturday, Decem‐
ber 31, 2022, 7 p.m. at St. Francis Epis‐

copal Church, 1205 Pine Avenue, San Jose. 
The concert will present glorious com‐

positions to welcome the changing of the
year with pianist Jon Nakamatsu, clarinetists
Jon and (his son) Alec Manasse and con‐
ductor Barbara Day Turner.  

The Program
• Serge Prokofiev: Overture on Hebrew

Themes
• Jessie Montgomery: Strum for string

orchestra
• W. A. Mozart: Larghetto from Clarinet

Quintet
• Frederic Chopin: Romanze from Piano

Concerto in e minor
• Franz Krommer: Allegro from Concer‐

to for two Clarinets, opus 35
• George Gershwin: I Got Rhythm (arr.

Michael Touchi)
• Michael Touchi: Fantasia on Klezmer
Single tickets: $65 to $75; Seniors 62+ $55

to $65; Ages 22 and under $15/$2; visit
www.sjco.org  or call 408 295‐4416; sjcorch@
gmail.com (Note: ample street parking is

available in neighborhood.)
Photo credit: Jon Nakamatsu and Jon Man‑

asse. Courtesy of the artists and San José
Chamber Orchestra.

San José Chamber Orchestra presents
‘Celebration’; welcome in the New Year
with famed pianist Jon Nakamatsu 

The 1,022 turkey donation 
surpassed last year’s total of 888

P
resentation High School, located in
Willow Glen, conducted its annual
Holiday Drive, Turkey Day, Novem‐

ber. 22, and set a new school record with
1,022 turkeys collected for Sacred Heart
Community Service.

Presentation students, parents, faculty,
staff, alumnae and community members
came together to meet the needs of Sacred

Heart Community Service to set a new
record; an impressive increase from last
year’s drive that brought in 888 turkeys. 

The Presentation High School community
has also donated 18,300 hygiene items,
13,500 cans of food, 9,300 diapers and 120
canisters of baby formula all during the
month of November.  

Presentation High School not only col‐
lected 8‐12 lb. frozen turkeys, but also hams
and chickens at the main entrance of cam‐
pus starting early Tuesday morning. 

Presentation High School 
collects record 1,022 turkeys for
Sacred Heart Community Service
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By Mary Ann Dewan

O
nly about one in five California public schools
have a full‐time arts or music program, and
these programs are typically the first to be

reduced from school budgets during economic down‐
turns. 

Prop. 28, the Arts and Music in Schools Funding
Guarantee and Accountability Act, is poised to change
that.

Beginning next year, the
state will be required to pro‐
vide additional funding to
increase arts instruction and/
or arts programs in public
schools.

The arts promote learning
and engagement, and have
positive effects on student
learning by advancing and
applying literacy, math and
critical thinking skills. Fron‐
tiers in Neuroscience con‐
ducted research that demon‐
strates a connection between
learning music to improve lan‐
guage and reading abilities.
Arts education promotes inte‐
grated learning and address‐
ing subject area‐specific stan‐
dards in mathematics, histo‐
ry, language, culture and sci‐
ence.

Prop. 28 enjoyed a high level of support from Cal‐
ifornia voters and will provide more than $800 mil‐
lion each year to public schools from the state’s gen‐
eral fund. These funds will be restricted to arts and
music education in pre‐kindergarten through 12th‐
grade public schools, including charter schools, to
ensure every student has access to arts and music
education. Schools are also required to verify that
the funds were spent in addition to any existing
funding already used or budgeted for arts educa‐
tion programs.

The additional funding to public schools will be
distributed based upon enrollment in preschool and
transitional kindergarten through grade 12. Of the
total amount, 70% will be allocated to schools based

on their percentage share of the overall statewide
enrollment. The remaining 30% will go to schools
based on a proportion of low‐income students.

Once the funds are allocated to the school dis‐
tricts, they can use up to 1% to cover administra‐
tive expenses, while the remainder of the funding
must be distributed to all school sites within the dis‐
trict based on student enrollment. School districts
and charter schools with more than 500 students

must use at least 80% of the
additional funding to hire staff.
The remaining funding can be
used for training, supplies and
materials, and for arts educa‐
tional partnership programs.

Site principals or the pro‐
gram director of a preschool
will need to develop an arts
spending plan. The principal
or program director will deter‐
mine how to expand a site’s
arts instruction and/or pro‐
grams. School boards will post
a report on how funds were
spent on their websites. The
report will describe the type
of arts education programs
funded, the number of staff
employed, the number of stu‐
dents served and the number
of school sites providing arts

education with the funding received.
Arts education programs include a variety of sub‐

jects such as media arts, music, theater, visual art,
photography, crafts, computer coding, painting ani‐
mation, costume design, graphic design and film.
California’s arts and music education requirements
vary by grade level. Schools with students in grades
first through sixth provide instruction in the sub‐
jects of dance, music,  theater and visual arts aimed
at the development of aesthetic appreciation and the
skills of  creative expression. Middle and high schools
must offer courses in dance, music, theater and visu‐
al arts.

Mary Ann Dewan is the superintendent of schools
for Santa Clara County. She has more than 33 years
of experience in the field of education

Evergreen Valley High School Wind Ensemble performing at West Valley College. 

More arts funding coming to
California public schools

By Matthew Frazier
Good morning, water collea‐

gues. 
With the economy in turmoil

and facing storms on the horizon
– figuratively and literally, I reflect
on the date Dec. 29, 2022 which
marks two years since I was
awarded my certificate‐of‐train‐
ing as a QSM (Qualified Stormwa‐
ter Manager) through ECI (Envi‐
roCert International, Inc.). 

This was the very first sub‐
stantial step in a
new direction, after
coming from retail
and wholesale gar‐
den centers and nur‐
series (2006‐2021). 

Learning how
chemicals impact
environment

Fifteen years of
being surrounded
by chemicals which
harm the environ‐
ment has been a
challenge I have
faced for a very long
time now. With the education and
the training as a QSM, there was
much to be gained with insights
into exactly how these chemicals
impact our environment; Arach‐
nicides, Avicides, Herbicides,
Fungicides, Insecticides, Mollus‐
cicides, and Rodenticides; to name
a few.  These chemicals are car‐
ried through flood, irrigation, rain,
and storm waters to drain inlets
which carry them out to receiv‐
ing waters. The quandary; what
can be done? 

California faces a mega drought
and many are under the impres‐
sion we need large volumes of
irrigation waters to keep turf lawn
alive and well. So too is the per‐
ception that immaculate and sym‐
metrical gardens, landscapes, and
turf lawns are desirable and nec‐
essary to impress neighbors and
peers. 

In past entries, I have alluded
to these challenges and concerns,
citing capture and harvest as a
method of management and mit‐
igation. As a QSM, I’m tasked with
addressing erosion and inter‐
cepting chemicals and sediments
from reaching our storm drain
inlets and waterways. 

Careful decisions in caring
about gardens 

With colleagues and mentors
in the storm water industry, there
is much to be addressed; as a for‐
mer garden center nursery con‐
sultant and specialist. I call upon
the citizenry of San Jose and its
valleys to make careful and con‐
scientious decisions in caring for
gardens, landscapes, and yards.

Capture and harvest of flood, rain,
and storm waters is one envi‐
ronmentally friendly approach.

Minimizing use of
potable water for
irrigation is anoth‐
er in conjunction
with not using
chemicals to reme‐
dy or treat these
nuisance issues.
Integrated pest
management works
well. There is much
data and literature
available. 

How to look up
native plants in our
area for planting 

As a native of San Jose and Santa
Clara Valley, I have consulted the
website for The California Native
Plant Society. Our Santa Clara Val‐
ley Chapter can be found at
www.cnps‐scv.org. The plants
which have evolved in this region
over centuries and millennia can
effectively and efficiently correct
and intercept the constituents and
contaminants we create and
transmit.

The website https://enviro‐
cert.org is a good starting place
for learning more about Stormwa‐
ter. 

The QSM program can be found
at:  https://envirocert.org/qsm.
With the mega drought and this
approaching recession upon us, I
call upon each and all to learn
more about storm water as a
source of irrigation and its cap‐
ture and harvest. 

I have forged friendships and
relationships with many in this
field in the last two years. This
has helped me to grow personal‐
ly and professionally and given
me the confidence and resolve to
advocate for better methods of
combatting this drought and help‐
ing protect and serve our envi‐
ronment. 

Thank  you each and all for your
attention and time in reading this
entry. I wish you the very best
going forward. Happy holidays!

To reach Qualified Stormwater
Manager Matthew Fraizer, call
(408) 656‐5622; or email kitchen‐
frazier@hotmail.com 

Times Feature

Quandary of the QSM (Qualified
Stormwater Manager)

Water Wise
Matthew Frazier,
Certified Water

Manager

Beginning next
year, the state will
be required to
provide additional
funding to
increase arts
instruction and/or
arts programs in
public schools.
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T
he Thanksgiving season is
one of the busiest travel
times of the year. 

The DMV wants to make sure
that you are prepared for busy
airports so you can catch your
flight with ease. Your travels will
be easier when you take advan‐
tage of DMV online services to get
your REAL ID.

Q1: I am planning to fly home
to visit my family this holiday
season. Do I need a REAL ID to
board domestic flights? 

A1: While you will not need a
REAL ID to board domestic flights
or to enter federal facilities this
holiday season, you will next year.
The enforcement date is May 3,
2023. We highly encourage all
Californians to give themselves
the gift of a REAL ID this holiday
season! REAL ID appointments
are available, and you can also
check DMV Office wait times
online if you do not have an
appointment. Before you go, com‐
plete your REAL ID application
online and simply finish the trans‐
action in person at a DMV Office. 

Q2: I lost my driver’s license
and need to replace it before fly‑
ing home for Thanksgiving. Can
I request a replacement online?

A2: Yes, if your driver’s license
(DL) has been lost, stolen, dam‐
aged or mutilated, a replacement
DL can be requested online by fol‐
lowing these steps: 

• Create an online account (if
you haven’t previously).

• If you’ve submitted a Change
of Address (COA) confirm that the
change has been processed and
wait 14 days before requesting a
replacement DL. (Confirmation
can be done in the COA system.)

• Be prepared to pay a fee for
your replacement driver’s license.

You should receive your new
DL card in the mail within two to
four weeks. If you have not
received your DL card after 60
days, call 1‐800‐777‐0133 to
check the status.

Q3: My car registration is out
of date, and I don’t have time
to visit the DMV before the hol‑
idays. Can I renew my regis‑
tration online?

A3: Yes! Skip the line this holi‐
day season and renew your vehi‐
cle registration online. The DMV
offers a variety of online servic‐
es that make completing your
DMV business easy and efficient,
from renewing vehicle registra‐
tion to changing your address, or
driver’s license renewal – and
much more! You can find a list of
online services at dmv.ca.gov/
portal/dmv‐online/.

In addition to online services,
the DMV offers other methods for
completing select transactions to
help reduce your trips to the DMV
and save you time this holiday
season, including DMV kiosks and
Business Partner Automation
(BPA) locations.

DMV kiosks are freestanding

self‐service touchscreen devices
that guide you through various
DMV transactions, from registra‐
tion renewal and payment to sub‐
mitting proof of insurance. You
can find a list of DMV kiosk loca‐
tions at https://www.dmv.ca.
gov/portal/locations/kiosks/.

Our Business Partner Automa‐
tion (BPA) program authorizes
qualified partners to process vehi‐
cle related transactions, includ‐
ing vehicle registration and titling,
from their remote locations. Learn
more about our BPA program and

what transactions can be pro‐
cessed at https://www.dmv.ca.
gov/portal/vehicle‐industry‐ser‐
vices/business‐partner‐automa‐
tion‐program/.

For more information or an‐
swers to questions not listed here,
please visit www.dmv. ca.gov.

All DMV offices will be closed on
Monday, December 26 – Christmas
Day (Observed)*

* Note: When a holiday falls on
a Sunday, the holiday is observed
on the following Monday.

Times Feature

Ask the DMV 

Expedite your holiday travels with
DMV’s online services and more
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CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418
Pastor: Rev. Naomi
Schulz
No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You
Are Welcome Here!
We are an Open and
Affirming Congregation,
and celebrate members of
the LGBTQ+ Community.
Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM, with
communion open to all.
Join Pastor Naomi for
tea/coffee at Orchard Val-
ley cafe in Campbell dur-
ing community drop-in
office hours from 11 AM
to 1 PM on most Tues-
days.
Our ministries/activities
include:
• Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednes-
day of every month, at
6PM.
• A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open Tu/
Th/ Sa 10:00 AM to
Noon.
• Lighted Window Pro-
ductions featuring uplift-
ing concerts, thought-
provoking theater produc-
tions, informative lec-

tures, and even an occa-
sional karaoke night--all in
a wholesome environ-
ment.  
Our activities flow from
our core values:
• Extravagant Joy
• Passionate Faith
• Loving Respect
• Deep Connectedness 
• Intentional Growth 
• Shared Laughter 
Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.org
or better yet, visit us at
our worship services on
Sundays at 10:00 AM.
Coffee, refreshments, and
conversation always, right
after service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, worship
and giving to our local
community. We are proud
to be UCC, Open and
Affirming (O&A) and wel-
come members of the
LGBT community. We
support local LifeMoves
(formerly InnVision) Shel-
ter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco
Night Ministry, Second

Harvest Food Bank,
Church World Service,
and Communities
Responding to End Pover-
ty.
Worship Sunday, 9:00 AM
followed by fellowship
and refreshments. 1st
Sunday in Worship: Holy
Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck
Sunday.
Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives.
We assemble each Sun-
day to encourage each
other through singing,
studying, praying and
sharing in the Lord’s sup-
per. Simple—just like
what one reads about in
the New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San
Jose near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club). Come make new
Christian friends!

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120.  The
Rev. Shelley Booth Den-
ney, Rector Phone:408-
268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church
in Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nur-
ture and grow a strong
faith community of believ-
ers, a family of all ages,
where each member feels
welcomed, loved, valued
and empowered to serve.
Children are especially
welcomed and cherished
as an important part of
God's family. All junior
high and senior high stu-
dents are welcome to
participate in our Youth
Groups. During the
school year we have joint
Sunday School with our
sister church, the Con-
gregational Church of
Almaden Valley, UCC. The
Episcopal Church in
Almaden offers the fol-
lowing regular opportuni-
ties for worship: Sunday
at 7:30AM and 10:45AM,
Holy Communion service.
Each Sunday service is
followed by a coffee hour
for friendship and conver-
sation.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsanjose.org
2486 Ruby Ave,
San Jose CA 95148. 
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum" the
English meaning is "Peace
be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who are
Muslims, and what is the
Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and way
of life. Islam began in the
7th century. People who
follow Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is the
Divine book that guides
Muslims to practice Islam. 
"Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
latak"" the English mean-
ing is " May Allah (swt)
protect you and your family".
Please visit our website to
learn more.

FIRST CHURCH 
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San
Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a
community serving the
Christ from the heart of
the City, working to know
Jesus and make Jesus
known by serving, wor-
shipping, and learning
together.  Worship servic-
es are at 10:00 AM at the
Horace Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa
Clara Streets). Worship
includes both contempo-
rary and traditional music,
a message that is relevant
to real life, based in the
Bible, and meaningful to
people of all ages and
backgrounds.  We work in
our community to provide
real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counsel-
ing, and spiritual direction.
Our children's & families'
ministries include Sunday
classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike
rides and fishing trips.
Come, Make a Difference
and feel the difference
God can make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchEver-
green.Com
408 274 1200 
See you on Facebook.
2650 Aborn Rd at
Kettmann, across from
the Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 55 years. 
John Goldstein Pastor.
john@GraceChurchEver-
green.com. Christian

worship every Sunday at
11am. Together we build
better lives and a better
community.
Music Institute (408)791
7772. After School
Piano, Violin, Other clas-
sical Instruments.
PreSchool, Ages 2-6
Caring for your child with
God’s love and affection.
Check our website for
current activities.

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our members.
If you are looking for an
active Christian faith
community, we invite
you to experience Holy
Spirit Parish Community.
All are welcome! We are
located at 1200 Red-
mond Avenue, San Jose,
CA 95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m. Mon-
day - Friday. Our week-
end Mass schedule is
Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish
Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or
408-997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. Information
on Faith Formation for
children and adults can
be obtained by calling
our Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in
the loop with our 3sixty
High School Youth Min-
istry by calling 408-997-
5106. Holy Spirit School
serves grades Pre-K
through 8th, and is locat-
ed at 1198 Redmond
Avenue. You can reach
the school office at 408-
268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 &
11:00 AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,

intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-
nity, promoting spiritual
growth, reaching out to
people in need and
whereyou get to know
peopleby name. We
offer children's religious
education (CREATE);
Youth Ministry (BLAST
& X-STATIC); Scripture
Study (day & evening);
Senior's Group and
many other adult min-
istries as well. Saint
Anthony parish is locat-
ed in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120. Our
weekend Masses are at
4 p.m. on Saturday at
our historic church at
21800 Bertram Road in
New Almaden, CA
95042 and on Sunday at
8:30 a.m.,10:30 a.m.,
and 5:30 p.m. at the
McKean Road location.
Our Parish Office is open
Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and Tuesday thru Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and
1 - 4 p.m. For more infor-
mation, stop by the
Parish Office or call
(408) 997-4800, or visit
our website at www.
churchstanthony.com.
Fr. Larry Hendel, Pastor.

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh) means
"disciple" or "student." A
Sikh is a practitioner of the
faith founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak in
Punjab of old British India.
A Guru who is a "teacher"
or "enlightener" completes
the relationship of teach-
ing and learning.  Sikhism
is monotheistic and
stresses the equality of all
men and women. Sikhs
believe in three basic prin-
ciples; meditating on the
name of God (praying),
earning a living by honest
means and sharing the
fruits of one's labor with
others. Currently there  are
close to one million Sikhs
living in the USA and
Canada and 25 million
Sikhs living around the
world. Sikhism is the 5th
largest religion in the
world.  At the Gurdwara
(House of God) in San
Jose we welcome all. We
pray daily for peace and
prosperity for everybody
in the world.  Come to
visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365 days of
the year and serves com-
plementary vegetarian
meals.  We also encour-

age you to enter our histo-
ry room on site and walk
the beautiful grounds.
Learn more about us and
community events we
sponsor by visiting our
website; http://www. San-
JoseGurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofassisi.com
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an
inclusive diverse commu-
nity striving to serve as
Disciples of Jesus Christ
in the footsteps of St.
Francis, offering prayerful
and joyful liturgies; evan-
gelization, fellowship, and
service opportunities to
the community. We offer
spiritual opportunities for
all ages, including chil-
dren's liturgy, dynamic
E.C.H.O - Jr. High, IGNITE
- High School and North
Star -Young Adult Min-
istries, along with small
faith communities and
opportunities to help the
poor and marginalized of
San Jose. Our Preschool
is the only Catholic Pre-
school offering quality
family oriented service in
the Evergreen and Silver
Creek areas. Our Chapel,
Gathering Hall, Parish
Office, Mission Center,
Parish Gift Shop, Memori-
al Garden and Preschool
are all located at 5111
San Felipe Rd. Please
come join us to worship
at one of the following
times and locations: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday 5:00PM,
Sunday 8:30 AM, 10:30
AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese),
6:00 PM Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gath-
ering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo Mass -
Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Com-
munity (Cribari Auditori-
um) Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Come join us and share
your presence with us so
that together we may grow
and share our gifts to help
build God's Kingdom!

For Worship
listing 

ads, call
408.483-5458

The Almaden Senior Association mem‑
bers are a diverse group of enthusiastic,
active, 50+ adults who enjoy new learn‑
ing opportunities, new experiences, and
new adventures. 

Membership in the Almaden Senior Asso‑
ciation offers discounts and opportunities
to enjoy . . . 

•  exercise classes for all levels of ability;
•  lunches and other social programs

organized and run by members of the Associ‐
ation;

•  book clubs, cooking, computer and photography classes;
•  trips to local and not so local places of interest such as the Steinbeck Muse‐

um in Salinas, Whale Watching in Monterey, casino trips and more.

As a member you’re encouraged to help plan these activities and suggest new
ones to enjoy. The Senior Association Philanthropy Program set up a process to
donate funds to other non‐profit organizations that reflect our mission.

Connected
We enjoy meeting new people, making new connections and getting involved. All
volunteer opportunities are based on your time and energy commitment. Fees for
classes, trips and social events are kept low because of senior volunteer participa‐
tion and membership strength.

Stop by the main desk at the Almaden Community Center and ask for an applica‐
tion today. Yearly dues of $10 are returned to you by discounts to most of the pro‐
grams  you participate in.

Join us today, meet new people and get involved with classes and programs that
will enhance your life  and open new doors.

For more information, go to www.almadenseniors.org
Contact via email: alamadenseniors1@gmail.com
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Shoe Repair Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern Califor-
nia. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some

supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the
school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great 

combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices! 
Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 

Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:
info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

Call to place your 
ad today!  

408-494-7000

Employment

JewelryClocks

Employment

Publishing

TimesClassifieds

Cost Estimator
Prepare cost estimates for construction projects. 

Master's in civil engineering. 

JKL Construction Services, Inc. 
751 S. Bascom Ave, San Jose, CA 95128

Lead Database Administrator
Sify Technologies North America Corporation seeks Lead Database
Administrator in Santa Clara, CA and Philadelphia, PA. Partner with
architects of different engineering/application teams to engineer com‐
plex technical product in order to provide business solutions to various
business divisions as a part of DBA Engineering project activities. Imple‐
ment and administer Oracle streams for live reporting server, database
consolidation, zero downtime migration. Travel lo unanticipated client
sites within the US. May need to relocate. Work from home is an option.
Send resume to: katta.reddy@sifycorp.com

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On-
Demand On All Your Favorite Screens.
CHOICE Package, $64.99/mo plus
taxes for 12months. Premium Chan-
nels at No Charge for One Year! Any-
time, anywhere. Some restrictions
apply. W/ 24-mo. agmt TV price higher
in 2nd year. Regional Sports Fee up to
$8.49/mo. is extra & applies. Call IVS
1-408-688-5490

The bathroom of your dreams for as
little as $149/month! BCI Bath &
Shower. Many options available. Quali-
ty materials & professional installation.
Senior & Military Discounts Available.
Limited Time Offer - FREE virtual in-
home consultation now and SAVE
15%! Call Today! 1-844-988-1663
Become a Published Author. We want
to Read Your Book! Dorrance Publish-
ing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript submissions current-
ly being reviewed. Comprehensive
Services: Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution. Call for
Your Free Author`s Guide 1-866-603-
1640 or visit http://dorranceinfo.com/
evergreen

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid, pre-
pare for power outages and power
your home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down Financing Option.
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote
today. Call 1-877-920-0653

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call
855-977-5344

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED
Life Insurance! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay
funeral and other final expenses.Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company-
877-864-3769 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/almaden

The COVID crisis has cost us all
something. Many have lost jobs and
financial security. Have $10K In Debt?
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans.
Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF! We can
help! Get a FREE debt relief quote: Call
1-650-383-1785

Notices
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