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ATTN: RUSSELLVILLE ELECTRIC BOARD

Families in Russellville are having to decide to pay their

light bill, buy groceries, buy medicine or put gas in their car.
It’s time to terminate your Manager and lower your rates.

~ Darren Woodruff, City Council Dist. 2 = "l Am Answering Your Call”

PAID Franklin Free Press
113 Washington Ave. NW
Russellville,AL 35653
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Have an opinion?
\ Story idea?

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The Russellville City Council is
expected to approve a lease pur-
chase agreement with a newly-
formed Alabama company whose
owners have applied for a license
that would authorize the cultivation,
processing, dispensing and sale of
medical cannabis in Russellville.

The council was to consider the
agreement at its December 5, 2022,
meeting.

If approved, Natural Relief
Cultivation, LLC, an Alabama corpo-

Huge Supply In Stock!
15347 Hwy 43 - 256-332-1108

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

A Red Bay woman charged with
multiple counts of manslaughter aris-
ing from two fatal dog attacks in April
will remain in the Franklin County
Jail, Circuit Judge Brian Hamilton
ruled Thursday.

Brandy Dowdy also faces two
counts of violating Emily's Law, a
2017 Alabama statute that provides
criminal penalties for 'keeping or
maintaining a dog that causes seri-
ous physical injury or death, knowing
the dangerous propensities of the
dog.'

Thursday's hearing also provided
the first glimpse into what Dowdy's
defense to the charges will be, as

Mitch M. McKinney
Attorney At Law

256.398.6815
102 Jackson Ave S.
Russellville

Noropc ade that the quality of the legal s r'ormcd
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Council expected to ink agreement
with medical cannabis company

ration registered with the Alabama
Secretary of State's Office on
September 14, 2022, would enter
into a lease purchase agreement for
approximately 28 acres located on
Highway 24 East.

The land was purchased approxi-
mately 20 years ago by the City of
Russellville during the administration
of former Mayor Johnny Brown.

If Natural Relief Cultivation, LLC,
meets certain benchmarks within 36
months from the date the State of
Alabama issues the company a med-
ical cannabis license, the city will
deed the 28 acres to the company.

See ‘ CANNABIS,’ Page 9

Hamiiton denies hond for woman
charged in dog maulings

her attorney, Jessica Bugge,
addressed the Court about what she
labeled an 'insufficiency' of evidence.

“These are charges where the
defendant was not even present,”
Bugge said. “Loose dogs assaulted
two individuals. 27 dogs were put
down that day and there's no evi-
dence which dogs assaulted these
individuals. There's not sufficient evi-
dence to hold the defendant without
bond,” she added.

Dowdy is charged with 'keeping or
maintaining' vicious dogs at her resi-
dence on Crumpton Road near Red
Bay. On consecutive days in April
2022, two women were fatally
attacked by a pack of dogs at
Dowdy's residence.

Michelle Sheeks was taking a

See ‘DOWDY,’ Page 8

Our team is ready to serve you!
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DENTIISTRY
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531 St. Clair St., Russellville
Call 256.332.6888 to schedule your appointment today!

SingingRiverDentistry.com

Jackson Furnlture
Franklin Center * Russellville

Taking care of
your family’s

dental needs
— Brett M. Bowen, DDS
Bowen
Family
Dentistry
243 Underwood Road - Russellville 256 332 4000
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H Mike McLeary, DDS
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Paparazzi Jewelry
Scentsy Candles
New Christmas Decor
Christmas Gifts & More!




NOW HIRING I L ORY GARD

N : We offer ground burial, mausoleum
) ) | and cremation spaces. All may be
Starting wages of purchased at need or pre-need to include
$17 per hour u p to ; % the burial vault and bronze memorial.

In— Providing a peaceful, beautiful and serene
.( ., " cemetery for the people of Franklin County.

Carolyn Atkins Porter
2710 Waterloo Road * 256.332.2115

$22.30 per hour with
incentive!!

- _ . In Memory of our loved ones...
Benefits include: Medical, Dental, Vision, brought to you by Atkins Marble and Granite Works
Vacation, Holidays, 401K and Night Shift and Franklin Memory Gardens

- L | Odra Ballard, 72, of Russellville, passed away December 2,
Incentive and Opportunities for Advancement! 2022. Pinkard Funeral Home of Russellville assisted the family.

Join the Pilgrim’s team by Billy Gene Jones, 78, of Phil Campbell, passed away on

; . Tuesday, November 29. Spry Memorial Chapel assisted the
applying in person at our plant on family.

2045 Hwy. 244 in Russellville,
or online at www.pilgrimsusa.com.
Call 256-768-3707 for more information! family.

Bernice Geneva King, 95, of Russellville, passed away
Wednesday, November 30. Spry Memorial Chapel assisted the

Jim "Skip" Dobson, 75, of Russellville, passed away on Friday,
December 02, 2022. Arrangements are incomplete at this time.

Pilgrim’s is an Equal John L Carter, 69, passed away Thursday, December 1, 2022.
Opportunity Employer Akins Funeral Home assisted the family.
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For updates on news
and sports through-
out the week, visit us
on the web at
WWW.franklinfreep- Tyt . 1.1 .. .1 .0 78imIYI !
ress.net! Send your

B recigp“eis‘cg‘;'t‘(‘)‘;‘;‘;’an_ sy PROFESSIONAL DETAILING s
P R E DATO R els, lett,ers to the edi- o EUM“‘\
PEST CONTROL tor and other cre- SAC
“The Insect Predator” ative s.ubmissions to Brandon Seay, Owner
Eddie Deaton QR cch s @y 13365 Hwy. 243
(256) 627-1996 Russellville Airport
(662) 862-5631 (662) 840-4055 (256) 436 0465

Apartments & Townhomes

——— Water included startmg at:

256.383.4473 Ext, 2021
340 Cox Blvd * Sheffield, AL

205.993.5005. « Pike Avenue * Phil Campbell
TDD (Hearing impaired) 800.548.2546




Make time this Holiday season to help others
with your time and/or donations

P

Charitable
Giving
for Christmas:

Donating
and
Volunteermg

Sarah Kate W/Ison —
RMS Tiger Times

As we reach another holiday season, there are many ways you can
help others to make this a special time for their families.

--Donate: Everyone has something they don't use and don't need any-
more. That could be a toy, clothes, or even food that could help someone
instead of it sitting around your house.

--Volunteer: Find your local food pantry and volunteer - this is where
you go and serve food to those less fortunate.

--Help: Help your family at Christmas- That could be helping them dec-
orate for Christmas or cleaning up for your family!

Franklin
Free Press

113 Washington Ave. NW
Russellville, AL 35653
256-332-0255

The Franklin Free Press is published weekly by Pilati
Investments, Inc.
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Correction Policy .
The Franklin Free Press strives for excellence and accuracy, and we frankhnfreep_
will be pleased to correct any error in our newspaper. To request a ress@yahoo.com.

correction or clarification, call or e-mail our office.

Letters to the editor
The Franklin Free Press is published by
hometown people, for hometown people. We urge contributions of all kinds,
including guest columns, picture submissions, cartoons or letters to the
editor. Send any letters to our office via U.S. Postal Service or e-mail, and we
will gladly publish them. Letters must be signed and contain the
hometown and phone number of the author. The Franklin Free Press reserves
the right to edit letters for style, length and content.

Copyright Information
Published by Pilati Investments, Inc. Copyright 2022
All materials and content are copyrighted by the Publisher
This publication may not be reproduced, in whole or in part, by any method,
without the express written permission of the Publisher.

Shoals Primary Care

Shah

to the practice
in Shefhield

Board certified in Internal Medicine,
Dr. Shah is an exceptional physician and
a close family member of Dr. Syed.

He will be continuing Dr. Syed’s legacy
of excellent and compassionate patient
care with Shoals Primary Care.

Monday-Thursday 8am - 5pm
Walk-ins are Welcome

MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED
MEDICARE PATIENTS WELCOME

SHOALS

PRIMARY CARE

342 Cox Boulevard
Shefhield
256-383-4473

shoalsprimarycarellc.com
RIEVYARID Y@uggyj:
" d .

361231-1

Aonngel Slcriil

Licensed Massage Therapist LMT #1495
¢ Reiki Practitioner Il

S

256.332.4220

Creative Image Salon
7129 Hwy 43 - Spruce Pine




“Healthy Living
IS
Happy Living!”

Introducing:
Dr. Christopher
Rankin

* Primary Care Physician
» Medical Check-Ups & Consultations
* Health Screenings

256.331.2700
16225 Hwy 43 - Suite |

.l RUSSELLVILLE
l. HOSPITAL

“Eye Care & Eye Wear for
Your Unique Lifestyle”

256-332-5440
15255 Hwy 43
Russellville

EyeCareProfessionals

Miranda Decker, M.D.
INTERNAL MEDICINE

Comprehensive Adult
Health Care

Rus_se_llville Internal
Medicine, P.C.

535 Gandy Street NE
Russellville, AL 35653

256-332-1120

Mon-Thur
8-5

Pilll Gampnell man charged
with animal cruelty/neglect

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

A Phil Campbell man has been charged with animal cruelty after an
investigation found that he had abandoned four dogs inside his former
residence, police said.

James Bass was charged with -
one count of Cruelty to Animals, a ﬁ .
Class A misdemeanor punishable %
by up to one year in jail and up to a
$3,000 fine upon conviction.

Phil Campbell Police Chief
Jessica Clements said Bass will
appear in Phil Campbell Municipal
Court in December to answer alle-
gations that he neglected the four
dogs, which police found inside his
former home. Clements said the
dogs were underweight, appeared
to be starving and at least one, a
bulldog mix, had open sores and an
infection around its mouth.

Clements said she believed the
dog's injuries were worsened by
repeated gnawing around a window
in an attempt to get out of the
house. A

The investigation revealed that Bass moved to Russellville from his
former residence in Phil Campbell, and in the process, he abandoned
four dogs inside the duplex apartment.

Clements said a neighbor tried to feed the dogs since Bass did not
return for them. Bass allegedly told police he was coming each morning
to feed the dogs, but Clements said it was clear the animals were being
neglected.

Cruelty to Animals can be a felony or misdemeanor in Alabama. Bass
is charged with misdemeanor Cruelty to Animals, pursuant to Code of
Alabama Sec. 13A-11-14, which reads: A person commits the crime of
Cruelty to Animals if, except as otherwise authorized by law, he or she
recklessly or with criminal negligence: (1) Subjects any animal to cruel
mistreatment; or (2) Subjects any animal in his or her custody to cruel
neglect; or (3) Kills or injures without good cause any animal belonging
to another.

Clements contacted a representative from Save Our Strays Franklin
County about picking up the dogs. That organization rescues stray or
abused animals in Franklin County and works in conjunction with the
Florence/Lauderdale Animal Shelter, where the dogs were temporarily
placed.

Two of the four dogs were originally placed as foster dogs with Bass,
according to a representative from the group. Those dogs are now back
in that organization's custody where they are receiving necessary med-
ical care.

In addition to Chief Clements, Phil Campbell Police Officer Brian
Vickery also worked on the investigation.

We love to hear from you! Send your guest
columns, recipes, cartoons, letters to the
A tO NI} editor and other creative submissions
Edltor to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

/ For updates on news and sports
throughout the week, don't forget to check

/ Lettepg

us out online at franklinfreepress.net!
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The first time you hear Austin Bohannon's new single, Radio, the imme-
diate question that comes to mind is who the song is written about.

The Russellville native's first radio release, Radio, tells the story of a
young artist whose former girlfriend never believed he could make it in the
music business. And after they break up, she hears his hit song one day
when she's in the car with her new guy.

“I bet you're gonna turn it down low,

Wishing you were out on the road

Hoping that he don't know that

That's me on your radio.

You never thought I'd make it this far

Back when | was playing at bars

I've got my own show and you can't go

You're hearing me from the radio.”

So, Austin, who were you thinking about when you wrote this song?

Of course, Bohannon declined to throw a name out there, but he did
explain some of the back story to his first radio release.

“I was seeing a girl who didn't think | could do the music thing. Finally |
said I'm going to chase my dreams and that's what the song is about,”
Bohannon said. “More than just her, though, a lot of people said 'you idiot,
what are you doing?' My brain is wired when you tell me | can't do some-
thing, I'm going to do it.”

That same mentality and determination served as a springboard for
Bohannon's collegiate baseball career.

After he graduated from Russellville High School in 2016, where his team
won back-to-back state championships his junior and senior years,
Bohannon enrolled at Shelton State Community College in Tuscaloosa,
where he spent two years as a pitcher for the Buccaneers.

Bohannon joined the University of Alabama at Birmingham baseball pro-
gram in 2019, when he appeared in 15 games for the Blazers. His career
at UAB ended after his 2021 senior season, and as he contemplated a
career path, Bohannon couldn't keep music out of his head.

“l sang in (Russellville) middle school and was on the show choir and
loved it,” Bohannon said “I did several plays but my brother (Wesley) and
my cousin (Duncan McDowell) made fun of me and picked on me so | quit
and just did sports.

When | went to college, | learned how to play the guitar at Shelton State.
I'm not sure which came more naturally, singing or songwriting, but proba-
bly songwriting. | remember the first time | sang in front of people and they
liked it. That lit a fire under me and | found something | really like doing,”
he added.

Bohannon hosted a Single Release Party November 11th at the Boiler
Room in Florence.

If you've seen an Austin Bohannon show, (and there are plenty of oppor-
tunities as Bohannon plays multiple shows each week) you quickly realize
it's going to be a high-energy performance mixed with lots of genuine inter-
action with the audience.

“In Florence, there are talented musicians everywhere every night,”
Bohannon said. “But one thing a lot of people lack is the entertainment and
interaction with the audience. It makes you feel like you're part of the music
rather than just sitting there and listening. | think that entertainment aspect
is what makes me different from a lot of guys.”

Bohannon posts his upcoming shows on his Facebook page, and his
website, www.bohannonmusic.com.

He's been performing for just over one year, but he sings and engages
the audience like a veteran artist, something he attributes to two friends
and fellow musicians, Joseph Baldwin and Gary Nichols.

“I learned a lot playing with Joseph. When | first started playing with him
| learned how to interact with a crowd. And Gary is a great entertainer. They
have decades of experience | can get and | kind of soak that in to what |
do,” Bohannon said.

Radio was released last month and has received a great response from
radio stations, including Russellville's own WGOL-FM 100.7, which
debuted the song in November.

Bohannon is working on several more singles, having already recorded
the vocals at the Nutt House Recording Studio in Muscle Shoals. The bass
tracks are done, and they are currently getting mixed in a Minnesota studio.
Bohannon said he may release the four new songs as singles, or an EP,
something he hasn't yet decided.

And Bohannon's music has caught the eye of some extraordinary
Nashville and Shoals area talent, several of whom are featured on the new
songs.

Gary Baker produced the songs, and Jeff King (electric guitar), Mac
McAnally (acoustic guitar), Greg Morrow (drums), Jason Webb (keyboard)
and Mark Hill (bass) all form an all-star lineup working with Bohannon.

‘Radio’ on the radio: Bonanngueleases ii single

e (

COURTESY PHOTO
Austin Bohannon along with his all-star musical lineup on his
debut single.

That's a long way from Bohannon's first public performance, just over 14
months ago, at Swamper's in Florence.

Radio is available for download through Apple Music, iTunes, Spotify and
Deezer.

Bohannon's website also teases another new project for the young artist,
a limited podcast series called Muscle Shoals Deep Dives, which will see
Bohannon traveling to Shoals area studios to interview world-renowned
songwriters, producers and session players.

Bohannon's young career moved at warp speed over the past year, but
he's grounded enough to understand the music business doesn't always
work that fast.

“I'm really just going with the wind,” Bohannon said. “If there comes a time
to take this to the next level, I'm waiting on the right move. I'm not just going
to pack up and go to Nashville. But if something arises and | need to move,
| can do it. There's nothing holding me back,” the 25-year-old added.

And even though he's a new musician, Bohannon relies on his lifetime of
experience on the baseball field to help his musical career.

“I'll say this about baseball—being on the mound was cool. All eyes are
on you every pitch. You're, in a sense, entertaining,” Bohannon said. “And
that kind of prepared me for music in a way.

There are no pre-game jitters or nervousness but you realize here comes
the moment. In that moment, you either show up or you don't. Pitching in
some big games kind of prepared me for when | play bigger gigs,” he
added.

Bohannon's largest audience to date came in his hometown, as he took
the stage at the City of Russellville's 2022 Jam on Sloss Lake.

‘I wasn't nervous at all playing in front of that big crowd in Russellville. It
was a home game, and a home crowd,” Bohannon said.

And if his career rises to the next level, Bohannon won't ever forget his
musical roots started right here in Northwest Alabama.

“If it takes off, and | truly believe it will, I'll still come back home. Look at
Gary Nichols, Jason Isbell, Chris Tompkins, John Paul White and Iguana
Party. You see them playing at Swampers and having fun,” Bohannon said.

“They come back to their roots when they come back to town and that's
awesome. These guys have done it all and they still look forward to coming
back home and reliving what they used to do,” he added.

Send your letters to the editor, guest columns, cartoon panels
and other creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.
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43 + Across from King Drive In

2016 Expedition
Lirmited,
126,039 miles.
$22,000

“Let us help vou find financing
for YOUR dream car!”

¢ Building Supplies for
Residential/Commercial
Projects
* Metal Fabrication
e Custom Hardscaping
¢ Qutdoor Kitchens

Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5 - Sat. 8:00-12

256.332.8181

HWY 43, thtlevﬂle

Dr. Kelly's 4P
Urgent Care

Walk-In visits available.
We are available to screen
and test for COVID-19.

Mon.-Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-3, Sun. 1-5
13150 Hwy. 43, Suite 10, Russellville

256-331-2092.

Serving your family for more than 30 years.
Family Practice, Pediatrics, Newborn Care.

HE NACOLG SENIORx MEDICATION ASSISTANCE PRO-
GRAM SUPPLIES FREE AND LOW COST MEDICATIONS FOR
ANYONE IN ALABAMA WITH A DISABILITY OR A CHRONIC ILLNESS
REGARDLESS OF AGE THAT REQUIRES DAILY MEDICATION.
MEDICARE RECIPIENTS MAY ALSO BE ELIGIBLE. FOR MORE INFOR-
MATION CONTACT NACOLG SENIORx TODAY. THERE IS NO CHARGE
FOR THIS SERVICE.1-800-AGELINE (1-800-243-5463) 256-389-0530
PAULA PARDUE 256-389-0529 THIS PROGRAM IS IN PARTNERSHIP
WITH THE STATE OF ALABAMA AND ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF SEN-
IOR
he Senior Center at Phil Campbell is under new management.
The Town of Phil Campbell would like to invite and encourage
everyone in our area that is 60 years and older to come be a part of the
group. This is for men and women. They meet at the Phil Campbell
Community Center Monday thru Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00. A delicious
lunch is served around 11:00 a.m. Come on out and join in on the games
or just sit and have a cup of coffee and socialize!! So if you, your parents,
grandparents or your neighbor is 60 or older, pass the word and come out
and enjoy a morning of f
Mountain View Baptist Church in Phil Campbell will be present-
ing their annual drive-thru nativity, "A Night in Bethlehem" on
Sunday, December 11 through Tuesday, December 13, from 6-8pm each
night. Come enjoy the narration of the Christmas story with your family as
you drive through 11 scenes depicting the true meaning of Christmas. This
is a free event! For more information, visit www.mtviewbaptistchurch.org or
https://www.facebook.com/mtviewbaptistchurch12.

We love to hear from you! Please send your guest columns,
cartoon panels, letters to the editor, recipes and other creative
submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

= First Preshyterian Church

Tues., Dec. 24™+ 9 p.m,

_ Please join us for

= this special time
of worship and
be blessed!

New 2023 Medicare Plan Expansion
in Franklin, Marion, and Winston counties

Y Annual Enrollment Period
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Oct 15th - Dec 7th

Call us for a Free review
of your NEW plan options

MEDICARE

INSURANCE SPECIALISTS
— Of the Stoaly ——
(256) 648-5220

Conner Sanderson Kay Holland
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Wonderland®
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Club®/Petmate® Holiday
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Mini LED Light Set
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]
Holiday Wonderland®
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YOUR CHOICE _
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Energy™

30 pk. AA or AAA
Alkaline Batteries
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Mechanic®
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YOUR CHOICE
Energizer Max®
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Alkaline Batteries

E 137 891, 896 B12

YOUR CHOICE
Grabber®

10 pk. Hand Warmers
or 8 pk. Toe Warmers
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[
DeWALT®

40 pc. Impact
Ready® Screwdriver
Set R 177359 B5

44.99

Honeywell®
Two Position
Heater w 100 363 B2

YOUR CHOICE

12.99

Holiday Wonderland®
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18 gal. Holiday Storage
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11.99

DeWALT®
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Master _
Mechanic®
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GREEN’'S DEPENDABLE HARDWARE
15220A Hwy 43 » Russellville
Behind McDonald’s » 256.331.0123
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Charmin®
Essentials
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Tissue w 100 066 F3
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DeWALT®

10 pc. Titanium Impact
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John Almirol, M.D.

Internal Medicine

“Over 22 Years Caring
for Franklin County.”
\ Mon-Thur: 8:30-5:00
EXEEES ) Friday: 8:30-12:00
Medicare, Medicaid, Viva, BCBS, Humana,

q. Almirgr 15

and United Healthcare insurances accepted.

Specializing in preventing, diagnosing
and treating a wide variety of diseases
and health issues affecting adults.

Accepting new patients
256.331.1900

r futur

Tombighee Communications is
building in Franklin County!

We are offering the fastest
internet speeds in Alabama
and superior HD phone
services at affordable prices.

Ready to sign up?

www.freedomfiber.com
205-921-6712
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morning walk on April 28th when dogs attacked her. Sheeks was treated in sev-
eral hospitals before she passed away on July 12th as a result of her injuries.

The day after Sheeks was attacked, Alabama Department of Public Health
Environmental Supervisor Summer Beard went to the residence to speak with the
dogs' owner and determine whether the animals were current on rabies vaccina-
tions.

Beard was attacked while trying to locate the dogs' owner, according to law
enforcement records, and her body was found later that day.

Dowdy was released from the Franklin County Jail on May 2, 2022, after posting
a $60,000 bond on the manslaughter and Emily's Law charges.

She was subsequently arrested on an unrelated felony drug charge, for
allegedly possessing methamphetamine, on July 10, 2022.

The Franklin County District Attorney's Office filed a motion to revoke Dowdy's
bond on the manslaugh-
ter charges based on her
violating the terms of °
good behavior and no
new arrests on her bond. es O U I O n S

Franklin County District
Judge Paula McDowell / ‘ ;
granted the motion and I S .
revoked Dowdy's bond, _ 2
and she has remained in e
custody since that date. % /

Bugge filed a motion to
reinstate her client's
bond, or in the alterna-
tive, asking that Dowdy
be released to an inpa-
tient substance abuse
rehabilitation program.
Bugge told the Court her
client did not pose a risk
of flight or harm to others,
as she would be moni-
tored 24 hours daily at
Lovelady Center, a faith-
based recovery program

Pest & osquito

Control
it | 156-332-4008

harm to others as she will be under constant supervision. You know right where
she'll be,” Bugge told Hamilton. “Ms. Dowdy has never been convicted of any
crime. She has been in custody almost six months since that revocation and
she is due to be reinstated. She's sitting || T

in jail when she could be in a rehabilita- L
tion center.”

District Attorney-elect Jeff Barksdale
told Hamilton the state objected to any
release of Dowdy, whether to a rehab
facility or not.

“The defendant recklessly caused the
death of multiple people in this county
and several months after her arrest, she =
was arrested for unlawful possession of
a controlled substance and possession
of drug paraphernalia,” Barksdale said. -

“She violated the bond terms of this
very serious offense and committed new
offenses, so the state believes she
should remain in custody. We are ask-
ing the Court to set this case for trial
with no release for the defendant,” he |
added.

The widowers of both women killed by «
the dogs attended Thursday's hearing.
Both Richard Beard and Wesley Sheeks
told Hamilton they opposed Dowdy's
release, as did Sheeks' son.

After the hearing, Bugge told the FFP that '27 dogs were murdered at one
time and no evidence was preserved' so the state has no idea which dogs killed
the two women.

“There were no witnesses, and there's no evidence which dogs were involved,
if any. The evidence would be the dogs, where the state had the dogs and could
match bite marks,” Bugge said.

“We do not believe my client owned any of the 27 dogs. They were wild dogs
that came out of the woods behind her residence. Ms. Dowdy's dogs were inside
the home and they were not killed.”

Additionally, Bugge said the Crumpton Road residence does not belong to her
client. Rather, it's her father's home, and Dowdy lived there with her father, her
two daughters and one son-in-law, for a total of five adults. Bugge said Dowdy's
arrest resulted from a rush to judgment from law enforcement.

“In a case like this they must have someone at fault, so that's what happened
when they arrested Ms. Dowdy. There's no evidence that any dogs involved
belonged to her and the home is owned by her father,” Bugge added.




FRANKLIN DISCOUNT

N DRUGS

In Phil Gamphell! 205-993-4554

Mon.-Fri. 9-6
3145 Hwy 237
Phil Campbell

Next to Phil Campbell
High School

Owner/Pharmacist
Wes Mayfield

For updates on news and sports throughout the week, don’t
forget to check us out on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!

14 Ford F150
$2000 Down
05 Acura TL
$1200 Down
02 Ford Expedition
$1200 Down
07 Toyota Camry | 02 Ford Explorer Sport

$1500 Down $800 Down
elledge.jeff@gmail.com

2506 Woodward Ave * Muscle Shoals
256.383.7979 « 256.710.3711

08 Ford Edge
$1500 Down
08 Ford Escape
$1500 Down
04 Buick Rendevous
$1500 Down

‘CANNABIS, from Page 1

If Natural Relief Cultivation fails to meet those benchmarks, it will purchase
the land for $500,000, according to Russellville Mayor David Grissom.

The agreement would not include an adjoining eight-acre tract the city will
retain.

Those benchmarks include Natural Relief Cultivation's employment of at
least 250 people, earning a minimum $15/hour wage, and a capital invest-
ment of at least $25 million in the city.

Additionally, if Natural
Relief Cultivation's license
application is granted, the
City of Russellville would
receive one percent of the
dispensary's net profit
each year, and a mini-
mum of $50,000 annually.

The city would also a ~ S %//

Pest So|utions

receive its proportional
sales tax revenue on
medical cannabis sold at
the dispensary, as well as
an additional two percent
sales tax once that is
approved by the council.
Natural Relief
Cultivation includes a
group of Arkansas busi-
nessmen who own a
medical cannabis dispen-
sary in that state, along

Pest & osquilo

Control
wif some addiional 256-332-4008

group has been in discussions with city officials for several months about
possibly locating in Russellville.

After the council voted to allow medical cannabis dispensaries inside the
city, those discussions led to the proposal the council will consider at its
December 5th meeting.

Since medical cannabis dispensaries opened in Arkansas in May 2019, the
Arkansas Department of Finance and Administration reports the state has
collected nearly $34 million in tax revenue from the more than $500 million in
cannabis sales.

Natural Relief Cultivation, LLC, is one of 133 applicants seeking an integrat-
ed facility license from the Alabama Medical Cannabis Commission. The
commission will issue no more than five integrated facility licenses, consid-
ered the 'golden goose' of licenses because it allows the license holder to cul-
tivate, process, transport and sell medical cannabis. The integrated facility
license also allows the holder to operate up to five dispensaries anywhere in
Alabama.

The Alabama Legislature approved the Wesley 'Ato' Hall Compassion Act
in 2021. That law legalized the use of medical cannabis
in Alabama and created the Alabama Medical Cannabis
Commission.

Franklin County's Legislative delegation of Rep. Jamie
Kiel (R-Russellville) and Sen. Larry Stutts (R-Tuscumbia)
both voted against the legalization of medical cannabis.

Although the words cannabis and marijuana are often
interchanged, they are not the same thing. Cannabis
refers to all products derived from the Cannabis sativa plant, and marijuana
refers to the part of the plant that contains significant levels of THC, the
substance that creates the effect on one's mental state.

Certain cannabis plants have very small amounts of THC and these are
marketed as industrial hemp.

Last month, the Russellvile City Council approved an ordinance that would
allow the operation of medical cannabis dispensary sites within the city. A city
or county must approve such a measure before any dispensary may open
within the city or county.

“This law was passed by the Alabama Legislature and signed by the gover-
nor. These facilities and dispensaries are going to go somewhere in our state
so we have property available and this would be a huge economic develop-
ment opportunity for our city,” Grissom said.

“How often do people come in and spend $25 million and create 250 jobs
in our city? And this is going to be a very regulated business,” he added.

District Two Councilman Darren Woodruff said he researched the issue of
medical cannabis 'extensively' before deciding to support the agreement with
Natural Relief Cultivation.

‘I spoke with several medical professionals and all of them agreed they
would recommend it for their family members if they had the choice between
medical cannabis and opioids,” Woodruff said.

“Opioids have killed hundreds of people in our communities and thousands
in our nation. And the laws that regulate medical cannabis in Alabama are the
strictest regulations ever written,” he added.
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FOR SALE Two pairs of Golden
Steel Toed Retriever Pure
Sofa, Work Boots. ~ Bred Puppies WH@ ST o P
love seat, and Size 12. For Sale.
four chairs, McRae. Brand Vaccinated. |
and throw pil- New, in box. Ready for new e :
| . Mak $150 for both h I Mal
OWsoff(f‘r.e o pairs(.)rCaCI)I a%rgelfemae}ee Elder Abuse,
Call (256)412-  256-324-2407 ilable.
a82(47 ()1) 2) From $350. N eg lect &
Located in & & e
. Russellville. EXpIOltatlon l
Don Ennque Call 702-287-
1 4348. o 2
(3) Submit a report to the
corina Fer NI (el il of Humm Resources
; - Bucket Work ¢ Stump Grindin N
ennqueshomes(@yahoo.com Waniing to p 8 Adult Protective
Pasture in For Rent 1 BR SerIceS DIV|S|On

1~l Russellville. Furnished
SEN'G'{E GEI‘IETNEE Please call 2BR/2BA Apartment in
256-627-9691 Apartment in Russellville

h AL I CCCEY, S < 1-800-458.7214
256-740-2356

E Red Bay
Hospital

WE MAKE IT EASY
FOR YOU TO STAY HOME!

CHOOSE RED BAY HOSPITAL'S OUTPATIENT SERVICES

$24 aps@dhr.alabama.gov

ECHOCARDIOGRAMS ® CAROTID DOPPLER STUDIES

ULTRASOUND ® X-RAY @ CT @ MRI

LAB ® IV INFUSIONS

PHYSICAL THERAPY

(256) 356-9532 |
HELENKELLER.COM/RED-BAY-HOSPITAL

MAMMOGRAPHY



Auto, Home, Life Insurance
English and Spanish

Real deal with a local feel,
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.

FranklinFreePress.net

SPORTS

Happy Homecoming
as Bulldogs sweep
county rival Vina.

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The Belgreen Bulldogs' girls varsity team did its
part to make Homecoming not only a fun week,
but a winning day, as the Bulldogs rolled over
Vina 62-34 on December 2nd.

Coach Chad Green's team built a 18-12 lead
after one quarter, paced by the hot shooting of
BB Scott, who had 10 of Belgreen's 18 in the first
eight minutes.

Scott's 22 points, including five three pointers,
led all scorers.

The Bulldogs added to their lead in the second
quarter, as the teams went to halftime with
Belgreen ahead 35-22.

Belgreen's defense held the Red Devils to 12
second half points.

Other double digit scorers for Belgreen includ-
ed Dacota Green (16) and Noelle Willingham
(13).

Vina was led by Sara Harper's 13 points.
Kaitlyn Athey added six.

Earlier in the week, Belgreen hosted Shoals
Christian and came away with a 48-36 win.

Atight first half ended with the Bulldogs leading
22-17. Scott poured in 12 first half points and
Green added seven.

Scott's 13 points and Green's 12 led Belgreen
in a low scoring game that saw the Flames hang
around, although the Bulldogs led most of the
game.

Mamie Bachifer led Shoals Christian with 18 of
the team's 34.

Belgreen's girls will host Waterloo on Friday,
December 9th, and travel to Sheffield on
December 12th and Phillips on December 13th.

Vargas Roofing &
Home Remodeling

>

Shingle & Metal Roofs,
Vinyl Siding, Drywall
and Much More.
Freddy Vargas
256.668.7715

Licensed ¢ Insured * Jeremiah 29:11

Scotty Wood, Agent
137680 Highway 43 Ste 6, Russallville, AL 336353
296-332-0052
scolly@agantsco
agentscotty . com

o StateFarm

fEy. Com

PAID Franklin Free Press
113 Washington Ave. NW
Russellville,AL 35653
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4-4 Golden Tigers hattling injuries,
opponents as area play nears

Michael Rice
Franklin Free Press

The Russellville Lady Golden Tigers are 4-4 this
season with a chance this week to make that a win-
ning record.

Having battled injuries early this season, the team
has played at less than full strength, Coach Jermaine
Groce said. The Lady Golden Tigers faced the
Deshler Tigers last Monday night in a game that saw
Deshler build a large early lead.

“We started out weak, and came out with our big
guns down low and the Tigers took advantage of us
by playing small ball,” Groce said.

This was Jenna Whitfield's first game back from an
injury she had prior to the start of the season. The
first half ended 43-13 with the Golden Tigers trailing.
Russellville made adjustments at halftime and
outscored the Tigers 33-28 in the second half, but it
was not enough after a lopsided first quarter.

“We were much more efficient scoring in the sec-
ond half running the court,” Groce said.

At the time of writing this article the Golden Tigers
were preparing to face the Tigers again on Monday,
December 5th.

Groce will look to start the game faster like the
Golden Tigers did in the second half of the previous
match-up.

The Golden Tigers' second game of the week was
scheduled against the Florence Falcons, but was
canceled due to the chance of severe weather.

The Golden Tigers faced the Hamilton Aggies last
Friday night and fell short, 68-61, in a tight game that
went to overtime.

The Golden Tigers led a majority of the game
against the Aggies, but had to pull the reins back

after second quarter foul trouble. After the first quar-
ster Russellville led by
‘t" six points.
™ “The Aggies had trou-
kN ble getting past our pres-
sure defense,” Groce
), said.
That was until leading
2 scorer Ella Copeland
found herself in foul trou-
Sble.
After pulling back the
b Golden Tiger defense to
Ysave players, the Aggies
took advantage and
Upulled ahead. In the sec-
ond half, foul trouble

GROCE

really became a problem.

“Entering the last four minutes of the game, | had
four starters with four fouls,” Groce said.

The Golden Tigers were up by three when the
Aggies got a got a last second three-point field goal
to force overtime.

In overtime without being able to apply pressure
and with two starters fouled out, the Golden Tigers
lost 68-61.

Russellville travels to Brewer High School Friday,
with girls varsity tipping off at 6:30 p.m., and boys'
varsity action to follow 15 minutes later.

Russellville will play a rare Saturday afternoon of
basketball Saturday, as the Golden Tigers travel to
Red Bay. Junior varsity boys' action starts at 2 p.m.,
followed by the girls varsity game at 3:15 and the
boys varsity at 4:30. Russellville will host Hamilton
on Tuesday, Dec. 13, with JV and varsity boys
games as well as girls varsity action.

Bohcats move to 6-1after Tharptown win

Michael Rice
Franklin Free Press

The Phil Campbell Boys Varsity Basketball team
is off to a 6-1 start after a week that included a win
over the Tharptown Wildcats and a postponed
game against Red Bay. The Bobcats were set to
start the week against the Tigers last Tuesday
but the game was canceled due to the chance of
severe weather.

The Bobcats then had additional time to prepare
for the Wildcats on Friday night, and the extra
work paid off.

The Bobcats jumped out early on Tharptown,
with a 16-4 lead at the end of the first quarter.
Bryant Hyde led the first quarter scoring with nine
points.

By halftime, the Bobcats had played a sound
first half and led 39-20.

“l thought we played the first half very well. |
thought it was the best half we could play. We
really shot the ball well, played great defense and
rebounded well,” Phil Campbell Coach Shane

Clay said.

Hyde led the team with 17 first half points. Sage
Raper added seven and Gage Baker had five.

“After halftime we came out a little slow. They
outscored us 15-9. | felt we were playing compla-
cent,” Clay said.

At the end of the third quarter the Bobcats still
led 48-35. During the fourth quarter the Bobcats
took quality shots and ended the game 68-41.

“Tharptown was one of the first schools to apply
adequate pressure on defense we had played. It
led to us making some bad passes in the third
quarter, but overall we made adjustments and
came out with a win,” Clay said.

Hyde finished the game with 30 points and 5
steals. Raper finished with 12 points and five
rebounds while Kyle Pace finished with 10 points
and five rebounds.

The Bobcats are 6-1 with their only loss coming
to the Shoals Christian Flames by two points.

Phil Campbell's next games include a Friday
night trip to Danville, and a December 13th home
game against Colbert Heights.




RUSSELLVILLE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH PRESENTS

A WALK THRU
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-ADMISSION: FREE

RESERVATIONS ARE SUGGESTED
FOLLOW QR CODE OR TEXT (205)529-5908

Wilk Threugh Bethlehem is a FREE outdoor adventure that takes you back to the time of Christ's birth, over
two thousand years ago. We try to recreate what Bethlehem might have been like the night that

born. A guide will escort you to the city where you'll be immersed in the sights, sounds, and smells of ancient
Bethiehem. You'll encounter Roman soldiers, beggars, shopkeepers, live animals, real camels, shepherds, and
foreign kings before finding the Baby Jesus in the manger. Although the back alleys of Russellville make for the
perfect backdrop, please be aware, the uneven paths may be difficult for some
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For updates on news and sports throughout the week, don’t

REAL ESTATE: Begins C|OSiI'Ig at 5:PM Thurs,, December 15th forget to check us out on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!
PER. PROP: Begins closing at 6:PM Thurs, December 15th

- 348 County Road 91, Russellville, Alabama -
24 Ac+/- with 3 Homes & Per. Property

Meat & 3 Veggies
$8.99 w/drink

|Call Ben Phillips for more information 256-710-9683) $7_ 99 W/drink

m Shane Albright Auctions
¥\ Shane Albright Owner/Broker/Auctioneer AL#1569 TN#5431 808 Ronnie MCDowellAve
o) 6508 US-72, Killen, AL 35645 .
AL PHONE 256-757-8898 TN PHONE 931-762-5134 Russellville
- '¢@ Pick up your FREE copy of the
ﬁ. D .'?'.:“' y i ’
- T g N4l Franklin Free Press at CJ'si!!

VR Ao || OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 4a - 7p

in partnership with &= FISHING
Bank of Nortr ' S SUPPLIES
L DELI
256-332-1324
@< Full Service Deli w/ Breakfast
& Lunch Plates
North Highla &< Ethanol-Free Gas

] II
of Christ Fellowship ya &< Hunting/Fishing Licenses
&< Fishing Supplies/ Live Bait

14545 AL 187 @
Intersection of AL 24




It's Your Choice,
./

" Atthe scene of an accidentor )
breakdown, tell Iaw enforcement
you want M & N Towing!
We offer local pick up for service
& maintenance!

TOWING & SERVICE CENTER
11833 Hwy 43 South  Russellville, AL 35653

256.332.7279

DISTINCTIVE
Y DESIGNS

Distinctive Designs is closing business after 46 years! 7

Besides the hand-crafted Holiday decorations and award-winning

florals, plants and trees we're renowned for, we're liquidating
hundreds of additional furniture and décor items through our
Factory Showroom in the Russellville Industrial Park:
Vintage Furniture, Farmhouse Tables, Trunks
Architectural Decor, Framed Artwork & Mirrors
High-Style Lamps, Sconces,

Containers: Glassware, Pottery, Urns, Basketry
Hutches, Sideboards, Buffets

Indoor & Outdoor Planters

vV vVvvvyvVvyyvyy

Plant Stands, Pedestals
...all at closeout prices!

.)\ T g‘ | Chr St as
¥ ""to Remember”

Do you know a Franklin County family who could use some
elp this Christmas season? You're invited to nominate
them to be one of three families chosen to have a ‘Christmas
to Remember’ this year! Nominations should be emailed to
jfp@franklinmediagroup.net and should not be longer than -
< 200 words. All nominations will be kept in confidence and not
' published. We will select three families to receive a $500 ‘Christmas to
Remember’ this year! Tell us about the family you nominate and why
= they need help this Christmas season. Include your name and telephone "~
number when you submit your nomination. Nominations run through
‘| December 14, 2022, at 5 p.m. Franklin County families only, please. We will 773
purchase $500 in necessities and Christmas gifts tailored for each family. = ##%
This promotion is sponsored by the Franklin Free Press, the law firm of i
Bedford, Rogers, Bowling & McReynolds and El Patron Mexican Restaurant.

Sponsored by:

» L i
4 EhRATER,
(MEXICAN RESTAURANT «
FELIZ

2 4

¥ " I

13655 Hwy 43 + Russellville Y

Walmart Shopping Center
atatatatataa"aa

7 N

8. Bowling pc.

*. 303 N. Jackson

1 5 - . Jd}usselllle
e 56.332.2880

N yeser tan e sty of g sevees paoreny e syers |2

ST
\\\‘\ ’
N\

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC, INTERIOR DESIGNERS, EVENT PLANNERS,

AND FURNITURE RETAILERS
Russellville Industrial Park - 120 Sibley Drive, Russellville, AL

Monday - Friday « 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

256-332-7390 - www.DistinctiveDesigns.com



SECsEootballiContest

WEELS 15‘ “m Pick. " Your Pick

Baylor vs. Air Baylor
Force
Louisiana vs.
Sponsored by Houston Houston
Bedford, Rogers,
Bowling & Wake Forest Missouri
McReynolds P.C. vs. Missouri
Congratulations to Phillip King, our final weekly winner, who picked 8 of 10 games last H :
weekend, and won our tiebreaker.The following slate of bowl games is open ONLY to Wisconsin vs. Oklahoma St.
our weekly winners. If you were a weekly winner this year, please submit your predic- Oklahoma St.
tions by December XX. The top scorer will win our grand prize of $100.
Submit your picks to us each week in one of two ways: Fill out the entry form on this page Kansas vs. e
and mail it to us at 113 Washington Ave. NW, Russellville, AL 35653, or email your picks to Arkansas Gl
us along with your name and number at franklinfreepress@yahoo.com. Picks sent in by mail
for Week 13 must be postmarked by Friday, December 2nd and picks submitted by email for
Week 13 must be received by Saturday, Saturday December 3rd, at 10 a.m. Each week, the Oregon vs. North Oregon
contestant who correctly picks the most games will win a free T-shirt and the chance to pick Carolina
in the grand-prize final-week contest. If multiple contestants correctly pick the same number =
of games in a given week, the tiebreaker score will be used to determine a winner. Texas Tech vs. Ole Miss
Contestants are only eligible to win the weekly contest once. No multiple winners allowed. Ole Miss
ONE entry per telephone number.
Tennessee vs.
Clemson
Clemson
Alabama vs. Kansas St
Kansas St.
lowa vs. Kentucky
Kentucky
Tiebreaker Score: Alabama Kansas St.
Your Name:
Phone number:

Brent Hurd, DO Brandie Garner, CRNP
OBGYN Women'’s Health



BUSINESS DIRECT RY

Advertise with us! Call 256.668.2708 or 256.332.0255 | franklinfreepress.net

MOWING MASSAGE LANDSCAPING

(= JZJWMM 2%.| | REWARD YOURSELF OR
'~: 'wt’ LAWN SERVICE SOMEONE You.

ﬂ-— wm‘m 4 LOVE \

MULCHING + CLEANING LEAVING ,“" S Y
HEDGING & SHRUBS * EDGING *“iﬂw”m

PREDATOR | cASICui il

‘g2 PEST CONTROL . My - . .
@\ “The Insect Predator” UNITS "“W“"MMB" D I L v : - Sndaye TTAD = 1200
: - Eddie Deaton " ' o unday: 100 - 1 Z

(256) 627-1996 2 : o ‘ & : _ Adult Sunda.y .sch.OOl: 10:.09 - 1100
50 Years Combined Experience Russellville hE EVQY.YOVIQ ls. "‘Vf‘red to join US. for

Toll Free 1-888-832-5405 Housing Authority this special time of worship.
(662) 862-5631 (662) 840-4055 Incorporated

PUBLIC SERVICE
BUCKLE UP! It Could Save Your Life}

franklinsheriff.org |

(256) 332-8811

OWNTOWR SHOP.
RUSSELLVILLE DINE.
g

A 1
Franklin County District Attorney
26 332 8870  256.710. 4713
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