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Prestige
(931) 967-4321

We are now Century 21 Prestige

1810 Sharp Springs Rd. | Winchester, TN 37398

Office: 931-967-4321 | Pam: 931-580-8321 | pampeckc21@gmail.com

John Michael Peck | 931-636-7020 | jmpeckc21@gmail.com

New Listings Available.
Call Us Today!

“Our listings are selling FAST!!!
  We need more Sellers!!!

Pam Peck
Managing Agent

219 Old Mill Rd., Winchester, TN
$649,900
Call: Pam Peck 931-580-8321

146 Parks Ln, Winchester, TN
$379,900
Call: Pam Peck 931-580-8321

315 Honey Ln, Estill Springs, TN
$159,900
Call: David Janke 615-473-9518

306 Eastbrook Rd., Estill Springs, TN
$469,700
Call: Victoria Hinson 615-945-6013

Lake ViewsLake Views

60 Peachtree Ln, Decherd, TN
$999,500
Call: Pam Peck 931-580-8321

513 N High St., Winchester, TN
$479,000
Call: Connie Wallace 931-808-0086

0 River Watch Way, Winchester, TN
$149,900
Call: John Michael Peck 931-636-7020

414 4th Ave SE, Winchester, TN
$125,000
Call: Sarah Reed 931-308-6052

404 Lynchburg Rd., Winchester, TN
$349,999
Call: Pam Peck 931-580-8321

Motivated SellerMotivated Seller

253 River Bluff Dr. W, Manchester, TN
 $799,900
Call: Pam Peck 931-580-8321

590 Franklin Heights Dr., 
Winchester, TN
$999,900
Call: Pam Peck 931-580-8321

Motivated SellerMotivated Seller

mailto:pampeckc21@gmail.com
mailto:jmpeckc21@gmail.com


931-728-2402931-728-2402
2002 Hillsboro Blvd., Manchester, TN2002 Hillsboro Blvd., Manchester, TN

www.alwhitemotors.net

Experience the Experience the 
Al White Ford LincolnAl White Ford Lincoln  

Difference!Difference!

Mindy McKean
Fayetteville

I’ve known Brad for a long 
time but have only been a 
customer of his for the last 
few years. In 2019 I was 
interested in buying a truck 
(we normally lease through 

my husband’s employer). I know the process can be stressful 
and I only had a basic idea of what I was looking for. I called 
Brad to see if he would help me out. I showed up at Al 
Whites. Everyone was super friendly. I gave Brad an idea of 
what I was looking for and the price (payments )I wanted to 
be at. He never once tried to sell me something I didn’t want 

or pressure 
me into going 
over my 
price point. It 
was a quick 
and easy 
process. I will 
definitely be 
a returning 
customer.

Married. 6 kids!
Enjoys family time, golf and cattle farming in his 
free time. I have been with Al White for 11 yrs, I 
have stayed because of the ownership and how 
we are treated by them. I also love how great 
our local people are. I will always work hard to take 
care of their needs in an honest Manner. Building 
relationships with my customers is what I love the 
most, I truly love that part of the business
- Brad 
  Sales Representative - Al White

“Don’t take it from us, 
look at what our customers say...”

JOBS.METROINDUSTRIALSERVICES.COM

LOOKING FOR A JOB?

APPLY NOW!
SCAN THE QR CODE

10,000+ EMPLOYEES
PLACED ANNUALLY

Insured

Skid Steer Loader
Mini Excavator

Bulldozer & Track 
Hoe

Site Prep
Demolition

Roads & Driveways
Grade Work

Pads
Ponds & Lakes
Underground 

Utilities

Complete Excavation Services:

All major
credit cards
accepted

WE CAN DO IT ALL!WE CAN DO IT ALL!

http://www.alwhitemotors.net
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HOLDING THE TITLE OF KINDNESS
Ms. Vickie offers her heart with every meal she serves.

SERVING UP A FULL TANK OF NOSTALGIA
Cowan Texaco fuels nostalgia for the Golden Age 
of America.

IF I CAN DREAM
A nostalgic look back at our community

‘JUST AS YOU ARE’
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Recognized and honored as Franklin County's finest Funeral Home,
THANK YOU FOR PLACING YOUR TRUST IN US FOR OVER A CENTURY.

Experiencing  lives,

sharing  stories,

& healing  hearts
one family at a time.

“You are never too old to set another  
  goal or to dream a new dream.”

- C.S. Lewis

A Franklin County Tradition

300 First Avenue N.W.
Winchester, Tennessee 37398

www.moorecortner.com  931-967-2222

Wishing You 
A Blessed New Year 

Full Of All Your 
Hopes & Dreams!

http://www.moorecortner.com
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Proudly Serving Middle Tennessee for 80 Years

FREE ESTIMATES &
100% FINANCING 

AVAILABLE

Tullahoma Office: (931) 461-7441 • RoscoeBrown.com

NOW AVAILABLE
Custom Length Metal & Trim

D-Rib and G-Rib

www.mtnviewconstruction.com

CONSTRUCTION, LLCCONSTRUCTION, LLC
Open 7:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Monday - Friday • Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

8321 David Crockett Pkwy. W., Belvidere, TN • 931-967-8000

Call for quotes
 17 Color Options

CHAMPS SEPTIC TANKCHAMPS SEPTIC TANK  

(931) 962-3446(931) 962-3446

• Septic Tanks 
• Driveway Tile
• Field Line Pipe
• Septic Tank Cleaning

http://www.mtnviewconstruction.com


CALL US TODAY!
Chevrolet Buick GMC • 931-325-0025
Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram • 931-928-1800

Due to ad deadline some vehicles may have sold. All prices plus tax, title & license includes $499 processing fee

NEW Chevys NEW Jeeps Pre-Owned

One Click, Best PriceOne Click, Best Price
If Anyone Can, Stan CanIf Anyone Can, Stan Can

Over 300 Pre-Owned Vehicles Available to View At
stanmcnabbchevy.com and stanmcnabbcdj.com!

Happy HolidaysHappy Holidays



History 
over and 
over again
When the tide comes 
in, peace is knowing it 
will wash away back to 
the ocean.

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

I AM IN the middle of my third 
decade of life, and within the last two 

years, I’ve discovered something I always 
ignored: music from the midcentury. 
Life does not seem to be slowing down. 
Our schedules are more packed than 
ever before, and we’re still somehow 
adding more to our plates. When I 
actually started listening to Sam Cooke, 
Billie Holiday, The Righteous Brothers, 
Frank Sinatra, Elvis Presley, and more, 
I found myself slowing down. While 
the minute hand on the clock didn’t 
actually stop moving, it felt like it did. 

Music can do that. My heart rate 
slowed. My mind seemed to stop 
running and worrying about the next 
thing. The people of that time expe-
rienced history over and over again… 
and so are we. But I have good 
news… the decades before us made 
it out okay. Yes, they experienced 
their own traumas and surprises that 
influence who we are today, but they 
found peace. 

That peace I found in nostalgia 
is something I’ve searched for in my 
adult life. I understood that the tide 
comes in and it retreats. Like a pendu-
lum, it will come closer and then swing 
away again. In the words of Frank 
Sinatra, “that’s life.”

In my discovery of peace through 
nostalgia, I found Elvis’s “If I Can 
Dream.” His voice, filled with talent and 
power, is astronomically moving, but I 
focused on the lyrics. He sings about 
hardship and events that may drain our 
spirits, but he still finds hope to keep 
moving forward. I believe that is more 
important today than ever. No matter if 
you’re in the middle of your third decade 
of life or your seventh, the tide will con-
tinue to come in and then wash away.

For this issue of Good News, I 
want to look back at our community. 
Decades of life, hope, and love have 
made us who we are today. I encourage 
you to find peace in nostalgia as the 
tide comes in again. GN

 
Wesley Bryant,
MANAGING EDITOR
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From our readers

Do you have family and friends 
in Franklin County who would 
enjoy Good News? Sign them up 
for free at goodnewsmags.com

Thank you for reading 
Good News!

“It’s so nice to pick up a pub-
lication and read about the 
successes and events in our lit-
tle community. I try to grab up 
local magazines when in oth-
er areas to learn more about 
people, places, and things, but 
reading one that I can really 
relate to and learn from is so 
special. Great job Exchange 
Media!”
— Cindy Kite, Good News reader

Share your thoughts on 
Facebook or our website. 
It could be featured in the
next issue!

What do you think 
about the magazine?

Scan with your
smartphone’s camera.

Do you enjoy Good News? 
Let us know what you think! 
Follow us and leave a re-
view on Facebook. Search 
Good News Franklin County 
or send a letter to the editor:  
goodnews@goodnewsmags.com
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SeasonTis The

A Local 
Legacy

Toy drive keeps 
memory of 

Landyn and 
Levi alive 

Operation 
Christmas 
Child 
shoeboxes 
hold hope 
for the 
community

NOELIE, AUDREY, 

JENNIFER, AND 

BRYSON ARNAUD

➤

www.RussellBarnett.com

VIEW OUR INVENTORY

LIFETIME
POWERTRAIN WARRANTY

Ask Us About OurAsk Us About Our
Russell Barnett Chevy GMC
931-967-4513
1981 Cowan Hwy.
Winchester, TN

Russell Barnett Ford 
931-967-2277

4055 Tullahoma Hwy.
Winchester, TN

View Our Inventory or Schedule Service Appointments Online

“May this Holiday Season 
sparkle and shine and may 
all your wishes and dreams 
come true, Merry Christmas 
from our Family to Yours!”

 

mailto:goodnews@goodnewsmags.com
http://www.RussellBarnett.com


There is only ONE way to ensure you’ll receive 
the next issue of Good News. Secure your FREE 

subscription and delivery on our website. 

If you have already subscribed on the website, no 
need to worry! You are on the list and will receive 

the next issue without any interruptions.

Scan the QR code below with your
smartphone and subscribe for free.

goodnewsmags.com 

This could be 
your last issue of 

Good News.

PUBLISHER Will Thomas

DIRECTOR OF MAGAZINES Katie McNabb

CREATIVE DIRECTOR Chase Perryman

MANAGING EDITOR Wesley Bryant

LAYOUT ARTISTS Brianna Brubaker, Melissa Davis 

PHOTOGRAPHERS Brooke Snyder, Ashleigh Newnes 

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS Tina Neeley, Sara McClaran, Kali Bates, 
Jeriah Brumfield, Gabriel Huff, Paige Cushman, Amanda West

PROOFREADER Michelle Harwell 

ART PRODUCTION MANAGER Todd Pitts

PRINT AD DESIGNER Ben Adams

VICE PRESIDENT OF SALES Ken Holtzinger 

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT Lorri Allen, Tim Ashley, Taylor Bagby,  
Faith Cashion, Janet Mullins, Kyndall Reasonover,  

Sissy Smith, Sandra Thomas 

DIGITAL ASSISTANTS Ginger Jones, Marisa Thornton

 NATIONAL ACCOUNTS SPECIALIST Bob Barger  

HUMAN RESOURCES Tracey Pollock  

CUSTOMER SERVICE Shelli Fuller, Barb Hargrove, Tim Weir  

DISTRIBUTION Steve Seiler  

DIGITAL DESIGN DIRECTOR Clinton George 

WEBSITE DESIGNERS Crystal Melhaff, Beth Anne Hughes 

SEO CONTENT WRITER Mary Hiers

SOCIAL MEDIA COMMUNITY MANAGER Sarabeth Bray

Art work or other copy submitted for publication is considered to be the property of the 
advertiser. Advertising is accepted with the understanding that all liability for copyright 

violation is the sole responsibility of the advertiser. Exchange Media Group will make every 
effort to see that advertising copy is correctly printed, but shall not be liable for failure to 

publish an ad or for typographical errors. The advertiser assumes full liability for his/her ad-
vertisements and agrees to hold Exchange Media Group unaccountable for the content of 
all advertisements authorized for publication and any claims that may be made against the 
Exchange Media Group. Exchange Media Group will gladly reprint, without charge, that part 
of an advertisement in which an error occurs, provided a claim is made within three (3) days 
of the first publication of the ad. Exchange Media Group will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertisement that is defamatory, promotes academic dishonesty, violates any federal, state 
or local laws or encourages discrimination against any individual or group on the basis of 
race, sex, sexual orientation, color, creed, religion, national origin or disability. Exchange 

Media Group reserves the right to reject ads considered distasteful or defamatory. All real 
estate advertised herein is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, which makes it illegal 
to advertise any preference, limitation, or discrimination because of race, color, religion, 

sex, handicap, familial status, or national origin, or intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination. Exchange Media Group will not knowingly accept any advertis-
ing for real estate which is in violation of the law.  All persons are hereby informed that all 

dwellings advertised are available on an equal opportunity basis.

© 2023 Exchange Media Group, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

P.O. Box 490, Fayetteville, TN 37334 | (800) 247-7318 | exchange-inc.com

Subscribe to Good News on www.GoodNewsMags.com
or call (800) 247-7318

GOOD NEWS IS PUBLISHED BY Exchange Media Group, Inc.
FOUNDER Bill Thomas (1940-2010)

http://www.GoodNewsMags.com


12  / /  JANUARY 2023 GOOD NEWS FRANKLIN COUNTY



Care comes home 

Watson-North Funeral 
Home joins the Life 
Celebration Community

More than 1,700 lives 
impacted

‘Truth never damages
a cause that is just’ 

 14

 18 

 20 

 24 

PHOTOGRAPHY BY BROOKE SNYDER

Christine Hopkins➤
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This section of the magazine 
covers local positive news you 
may have missed.

Submit a positive story
on our website: 

goodnewsmags.com



Care comes home
 

Palliative care and hospice put more life into last days when started as early as possible.
 
 

By Tina Neeley  // Photography by Brooke Snyder

T WO WORDS strike fear and dread 
in our hearts. Cancer is number two. 

While number one is associated with it, it 
is no longer exclusive to it. Any number 
of conditions can lead to a call for it; the 
word is hospice. Whispers of a patient in 
the care of hospice paint mental pictures 
of resignation and the end. It is, however, a 
beginning when care comes home.

Edie Rimas, the Tennessee area exec-
utive of clinical operations of Compassus, 
said, “Most studies show that patients that 
go under hospice care actually live an av-
erage of 60 days longer than patients who 

Front: 
Susan 
McCurry, 
Rita Barbour, 
Skyler 
Weddington, 
Gayle Player, 
Haley Pelzer, 
Sara 
Roberson, 
Elizabeth 
Riddle, 
Candy Couch

Back: 
Melinda Luna,  
Tammy 
Cawthran, 
Donita Burke, 
Rob Nichol, 
Jeff Collett, 
Jack 
Kennington

➤

face the end of life without hospice. The 
reason is that the focus turns to comfort 
and enables better management of symp-
toms through medications. They feel better, 
get out, do more, and spend time with their 
family. The biggest misconception is that 
they’re giving up, because it’s so far from 
giving up.”

We tend to think of hospice as giving 
up control when, instead, it creates an op-
portunity to choose what’s most important 
to the patient. Compassus does everything 
possible to help achieve these goals, so it’s 
putting more living into the last days.
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Over 20 Years Of Quality Service & Experience
Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM - 4:30 PM
238 Interstate Dr., Manchester, TN

watsonmetals.comwatsonmetals.com931-728-8185

• Metal Roofing • Metal Buildings
• Post Frame Buildings • Custom Trim • And More!

Need a roof?Need a roof?  We’ve got you covered.

WHAT WE CARRY
• Tuff Rib Panel
• PBR Panel
• Watson Wave Panel
• 5V Panel
• Corrugated Panel
• Standing Seam Panels 
  in 1", 1.5" & 2"

• Mechanical Seam panels
• Board & Patton Panels
• Metal Shingles
• Perforated Panels in 
  20+ Colors
• Custom Bent Trims
• Roll-Form Standard Trims

• Closures
• Screws For Wood 
   & Metal
• Stock Screws 1" - 3"
• Over Size Screws
• Solar Seasl All
• Colors & Clear

All types of home repair!
• Painting 
• Pressure 
   Washing 931-636-0728

FREE Estimates! Work Guaranteed.

Small Jobs Welcome

Pack, Ship, Fax, Scan, Email, Copy, 
Laminating, Mailbox Suite Rental,

Tree Free Greeting Cards 
& matching envelope, 

USA made - $3.99

UPS & 
UPS & FedEx 

FedEx Shipping
Shipping

Authorized Shipping Center

209 S. Jefferson St., Winchester, TN

(931) 967-5777 • www.shipwithmrpostman.com

(931) 967-9672 • (931) 434-0516 • (931) 205-3329
BillieKayCaldwell.com

Kay and Roger Caldwell

License #319307License #319307

309 2nd Ave. NW, Winchester, TN

Every end marks a new beginning. Keep your spirits and 
determination unshaken, and you shall always walk the 
glory road. With courage, faith and great effort, you shall 
achieve everything you desire. I wish you a Happy New Year.

http://www.shipwithmrpostman.com


Maximizing the benefits of end-of-life care starts while 
we’re still in good health. Considering how we want to be 
cared for should we find ourselves unable to self-advocate is 
not just for us; it’s a priceless gift to family members. One 
tool is Five Wishes, a form available online at fivewishes.org 
that makes your spiritual, personal, medical, and legal wish-
es known in one document through a series of easy-to-un-
derstand questions. Being sure you have a Medical Power of 
Attorney and Will before facing our last days brings peace of 
mind to you and your loved ones.

Prior to hospice, some conditions qualify for palliative care 
simultaneously with home health care. According to Compas-
sus, palliative care focuses on relieving the pain, symptoms, and 

stress of a serious illness and is appropriate at any age and stage 
of the sickness that could lead to the end of life within 18-24 
months of the illness’ current course. It doesn’t prohibit seeking 
curative or restorative treatment for the illness. This program of-
fers one more tool for extending days and quality of life when 
pursued early enough.

Finally, palliative and hospice care put arms around both the 
patient and the family. The peace, support, and warmth described 
by recipients of such care come back in ‘thank you’, care, and con-
versations blessing, gift, help, hope, and comfort. 

Knowledge of palliative and hospice care is a quilt of bless-
ings we can stitch in wellness and cover ourselves with when 
colder days near. GN

Compassus serves Bedford, Franklin, Coffee, and other Southern Middle Tennessee areas.
 For more information, visit compassus.com or call toll-free (877) 456-9118
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Need Concrete Work?
All Types:
• Driveways • Sidewalks
• Patios • & More

Call For A Free Quote: 931-655-4706
Troy Gifford 43 Years Experience

©2020 All rights reserved. Programs and services are provided by Family Counseling Center

844-269-4673 | accesshope247.com
info@accesshope247.com

mailto:info@accesshope247.com


Wishing all my 
beloved clients a 
blessed 2023!

501 Dinah Shore Blvd.
Winchester, TN | 931-968-0544
fcfinancialservice.com

First Community 
Financial Services, LLC

1102 Dinah Shore Blvd., Winchester, TN 37398

(931) 967-3209(931) 967-3209

Wishing You A Joyous Happy New Wishing You A Joyous Happy New 
Year Filled With Love Year Filled With Love && Happiness! Happiness!

Heavy Equipment & Event Rental
2433 Decherd Blvd., Winchester, TN 

(Beside Ascend Federal Credit Union) 
931-962-0406 | www.ReliableRentalfc.com

Jeremy & April Acklen, Owners

Time To Party?Time To Party?

• Tents
• Tables
• Chairs
• Lighting
• Linens
• China
• Flatware

• Inflatables
• Concession Equipment
• Backyard Games
• Backyard Movie 
   Projectors
• Accessories
• Much More

Wedding/Event Rentals:

http://www.ReliableRentalfc.com
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A FTER YEARS of partnership and friendships, 
Moore-Cortner Funeral Home and Watson-

North Funeral Home are joining together to serve the 
Winchester community and provide the best grieving and 
healing Life Celebration® services. A Life Celebration 
Home® means providing families with unparalleled 
service, personalized tributes, and customized healing 
funeral experiences. Watson-North Funeral Home who 
is transitioning to Watson Funeral Home & Memorial 
Park pending approval of the State Board of Funeral 
Directors, announced today that they have new owners 
Jim, Robert, and Bob Cortner.

Tommy North, the present owner has chosen the 
Cortner Family to continue to serve his community as in 
the past months Tommy has been challenged by health 
issues. Tommy has informed us that Jim and Holly have 
consistently offered unsolicited help in critical times of 
need for Watson-North families, while refusing anything 

in return, Tommy entrusts Jim and Holly to continue his 
lifelong mission. A quote from Tommy North “I have 
known the Cortners for 20+ years and I could always rely 
on them for anything, just as if I were one of their families 
in need. I firmly believe that the Cortner family and staff 
will continue my ministerial work that I was called to 
serve throughout my most fortunate career. Winchester 
is a small knit community that I was very thankful to be 
accepted into, and I know that the Cortners will take 
tender loving care of them.”

The family friendship started years ago in 1973 when 
Roy Watson (Owner of Watson’s Funeral Home) and Bob 
Cortner (Owner of Moore-Cornter Funeral Home) became 
partners in Franklin Memorial Gardens. They became best 
friends and it was history, Bob and Roy would spend time 
working and traveling together and would never make a 
decision without the other one’s input, always returning to 
their montra of “is this going to be good for all concerned”.

Watson-North Funeral Home 
has always offered individualized 
memorials focusing on each family’s 
needs and desires; becoming a 
Life Celebration Home® will 
further enhance the already unique 
memorials currently offered at the 
family-owned funeral home. The 
customized memorials will include 
photographs, memorabilia, special 
honors, photo collages, mementos, 
music, and other unique tributes 
that travel the path & tell the story 
of a wonderful life well lived.

Recognizing that this is a 
difficult time for families and 
friends, Jim and Holly Cortner are 
trained to provide families with the 

tools necessary to create a one-of-
a-kind experience, without creating 
undue burden on family and friends. 
Jim and Holly Cortner discussed 
the healing affect of the program 
saying,“The Life Celebration® 
concept will inspire family and 
friends to co-create a meaningful 
experience for their loved one that 
will minister to everyone in an 
inherently personal way allowing 
them to remember and reflect.” 

To learn more about the Watson-
North Funeral Home visit their 
website at www.watsonfhtn.com or 
call (931) 967-2345.

Watson-North Funeral Home joins 
the Life Celebration Community.

Robert Cortner, Jim Cortner, Bob Cortner, 
Tommy North and Ben Watson

Roy Watson and Bob Cortner

Roy Watson, Jim Cortner and Bob Cortner

➤

➤
➤

“I have known the Cortners for 20+ years 
and I could always rely on them for anything, 

just as if I were one of their families in need.”
- Tommy North

JANUARY 2023 / /  3GOOD NEWS FRANKLIN COUNTY2  / /  JANUARY 2023 GOOD NEWS FRANKLIN COUNTY



JANUARY 2023 / /  19GOOD NEWS FRANKLIN COUNTY

A FTER YEARS of partnership and friendships, 
Moore-Cortner Funeral Home and Watson-

North Funeral Home are joining together to serve the 
Winchester community and provide the best grieving and 
healing Life Celebration® services. A Life Celebration 
Home® means providing families with unparalleled 
service, personalized tributes, and customized healing 
funeral experiences. Watson-North Funeral Home who 
is transitioning to Watson Funeral Home & Memorial 
Park pending approval of the State Board of Funeral 
Directors, announced today that they have new owners 
Jim, Robert, and Bob Cortner.

Tommy North, the present owner has chosen the 
Cortner Family to continue to serve his community as in 
the past months Tommy has been challenged by health 
issues. Tommy has informed us that Jim and Holly have 
consistently offered unsolicited help in critical times of 
need for Watson-North families, while refusing anything 

in return, Tommy entrusts Jim and Holly to continue his 
lifelong mission. A quote from Tommy North “I have 
known the Cortners for 20+ years and I could always rely 
on them for anything, just as if I were one of their families 
in need. I firmly believe that the Cortner family and staff 
will continue my ministerial work that I was called to 
serve throughout my most fortunate career. Winchester 
is a small knit community that I was very thankful to be 
accepted into, and I know that the Cortners will take 
tender loving care of them.”

The family friendship started years ago in 1973 when 
Roy Watson (Owner of Watson’s Funeral Home) and Bob 
Cortner (Owner of Moore-Cornter Funeral Home) became 
partners in Franklin Memorial Gardens. They became best 
friends and it was history, Bob and Roy would spend time 
working and traveling together and would never make a 
decision without the other one’s input, always returning to 
their montra of “is this going to be good for all concerned”.

Watson-North Funeral Home 
has always offered individualized 
memorials focusing on each family’s 
needs and desires; becoming a 
Life Celebration Home® will 
further enhance the already unique 
memorials currently offered at the 
family-owned funeral home. The 
customized memorials will include 
photographs, memorabilia, special 
honors, photo collages, mementos, 
music, and other unique tributes 
that travel the path & tell the story 
of a wonderful life well lived.

Recognizing that this is a 
difficult time for families and 
friends, Jim and Holly Cortner are 
trained to provide families with the 

tools necessary to create a one-of-
a-kind experience, without creating 
undue burden on family and friends. 
Jim and Holly Cortner discussed 
the healing affect of the program 
saying,“The Life Celebration® 
concept will inspire family and 
friends to co-create a meaningful 
experience for their loved one that 
will minister to everyone in an 
inherently personal way allowing 
them to remember and reflect.” 

To learn more about the Watson-
North Funeral Home visit their 
website at www.watsonfhtn.com or 
call (931) 967-2345.

Watson-North Funeral Home joins 
the Life Celebration Community.

Robert Cortner, Jim Cortner, Bob Cortner, 
Tommy North and Ben Watson

Roy Watson and Bob Cortner

Roy Watson, Jim Cortner and Bob Cortner

➤

➤
➤

“I have known the Cortners for 20+ years 
and I could always rely on them for anything, 

just as if I were one of their families in need.”
- Tommy North
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More than 1,700 lives impacted
 

Christine Hopkins sees the good in everyone. 
 
 

By Kali Bates // Photography by Brooke Synder 

T HERE MIGHT not be a better person in your 
corner than Christine Hopkins. She is hope encased 

in human form and is determined to leave each person 
she encounters better than when she found them. 

Her kind eyes and smile immediately let you know 
that you are in caring hands, but her wit and intelligent 
manner will leave you with no doubt that whatever your 
needs, Hopkins is going to do her best to see that they 
are taken care of. 

For over 60 years, she has made her way through sev-
eral careers, or “lives,” as she likes to call them, working 
to give hope and a voice to those who are in need or have 
been dealt a bad hand in life. There are no lost causes for 
Hopkins—just another chance at showing the person 
and the world how valuable they are. 

A Franklin County High School graduate, Hopkins 
would attend Motlow College and then Middle Tennes-
see State University, where she would achieve a bache-
lor’s and master’s degree. 

“I started my professional career in the education 
field, as I always wanted to be a guidance counselor in 
vocational education,” she explained. “It probably goes 
back to my earlier life when I wanted to help people. 
When I think about those times and the need to help 
those who cannot help themselves, becoming a counsel-
or was the goal, but the education part is what it took to 
get there.”

Over the last six decades, she has served as a social 
worker for the Franklin County Board of Education, a 
Counselor II for the State of Tennessee, a manager and 

Christine
Hopkins

➤
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DINING ROOM OPEN

www.zaxbys.com

20 PC. CHICKEN FINGERZTM

FAMILY PACK 
Regular: $26.99 • Buffalo: $30.99

30 PC. BONELESS WINGS 
FAMILY PACK
Regular: $26.99

ZAXBY’S® SIGNATURE SANDWICH 
Meal: $7.79 • Sandwich only: $4.99

ZAXBY’S SIGNATURE CLUB SANDWICH 
Meal: $8.69 • Sandwich only: $6.69

KICKIN CHICKEN SANDWICH 
Meal: $7.19 • Sandwich only: $5.19

GRILLED CHICKEN SANDWICH 
Meal: $7.19 • Sandwich only: $4.99

3 NIBBLERZ® SANDWICH 
Meal: $7.99 • Sandwich only: $5.99

ZAXBY’S SIGNATURE SANDWICH 
Sandwich only: $6.69

CHICKEN FINGER PLATE 
Regular: 4ct. $8.69 • 5ct. $9.69 • 6ct. $10.69
Buffalo: 4ct. $9.49 • 5ct. $10.69 • 6ct. $11.89

TRADITIONAL WINGS & THINGS 
Regular: $11.99 • Buffalo: $12.09

BONELESS WINGS & THINGS 
Regular: $10.29 • Buffalo: $10.89

BIG ZAX SNAK® MEAL 
Regular: $7.19

BUFFALO BIG ZAX SNAK® MEAL 
Regular: $7.69

GREAT 8 BONELESS WINGS MEAL 
Regular: $7.99 

BONELESS WINGS MEAL 
Regular: $7.19

TRADITIONAL WINGS MEAL 
Regular: $9.59

FRIED WHITE CHEDDAR BITES 
$3.99

FRIED PICKLES 
$3.99 

CRINKLE FRIES 
Regular: $1.89 • Large: $2.19

COLESLAW - CUP 
99¢

BASKET OF TEXAS TOAST 
$1.79

EXTRA CHICKEN FINGER 
Regular: $1.39 • Buffalo: $1.59

THE NIBBLER 
$1.76

ZAX KIDZ® MEALS
Served with Crinkle Fries, Kidz® Drink, and a Treat.  
KIDDIE FINGER
$4.79

KIDDIE CHEESE
$4.79

DRINK 
Small: $1.99 • Medium: $2.19 • Large: $2.49

GALLON OF SWEET OR UNSWEET TEA
$4.99

KIDZ® DRINK 
89¢

MILK 
Regular: $1.09 • Chocolate: $1.09

APPLE JUICE 
$1.09

BONELESS WINGS 
5ct. $5.19 • 10ct. $8.89 • 20ct. $16.49

TRADITIONAL WINGS 
5ct. $6.99 • 10ct. $12.19 • 20ct. $22.79

CHICKEN FINGERZTM 
5ct. $6.19 • 10ct. $11.99 • 20ct. $22.99

BUFFALO CHICKEN FINGERZTM 
5ct. $7.19 • 10ct. $13.99 • 20ct. $26.99

CHOCOLATE CHIP COOKIE 
One 99¢ • Three $1.79

THE HOUSE ZALAD® 
Fried: $8.69 • Grilled: $8.69 • Garden: $6.59

THE COBB ZALAD® 
Fried: $8.99 • Grilled: $8.99 • Garden: $6.89

ZAX FAMILY PACKS SANDWICH MEALZBIG ZALADSFAMOUS MEAL DEALZ

FAMOUS FINGERZ 
& WINGS

SHAREABLES & SIDES

DESSERTS

DRINKS

Zax Sauce®, Spicy Zax SauceTM, Ranch, 
Honey Mustard, WimpyTM, Tongue 
Torch®, NuclearTM, Hot Honey Mustard, 
Sweet & Spicy, Teriyaki, BBQ, 
Buffalo Garlic Blaze 
25¢

SAUCES

931-967-2527
2909 Decherd Blvd., Winchester, TN

The perfect meal to share -- or keep all to yourself.  Enjoy our 
famous crinkle cut fries topped with shredded cheese, diced 
chicken fingers, bacon pieces, and a drizzle of Ranch sauce.

$$339999
+TAX

Fried Pickles 
Are Back!$$779999

+TAXWithout Chicken: $5.99+Tax

Try Our New Chicken Bacon Ranch 
Loaded Fries Expires 1/8/23

http://www.zaxbys.com


state director for the Tennessee Vocational Training Center’s Divi-
sion of Rehabilitation Services, director for Caring Incorporated, a 
member of the Franklin County School Board, Regional and State 
Workforce and several other boards. 

Hopkins said the goal was and still is to make a difference. 
Now, at 87, she currently serves as the executive director of the 
Middle Tennessee Rural Reentry program. For Hopkins, there are 
still many more “lives” to live and people to help. 

“Just because people are elderly doesn’t mean they are done,” 
she explained. “That’s when they start knowing what they need to 
do. When you are lying in the casket, the only thing that you take 
with you is what you gave away. What you give away can create a 
ripple effect and make generational changes for years.” 

Hopkins is making ripples in grand proportions through her work 
as a reentry director. She and her staff work to “provide quality com-
munity reentry services that will reduce recidivism, empower clients 
to enter gainful employment, lead productive lives, and return to safer 
communities,” according to the program’s mission statement. 

“We’ve been in existence since 2007,” explained Hopkins. 
“We've served over 1700 people. Every story you could ever think 
of, I’ve heard. There is nothing you could tell me that would shock 
me. I have never worked with incarcerated individuals, but this 
population drives you. We provide evidence-based classes that 
change cognitive behavior and build self-esteem and self-worth. 
You’ll never be able to rehabilitate individuals unless their self-es-
teem is present. Most individuals desire to make a difference in 
someone’s life. You just have to help find it.” 

She has also worked to improve the lives of Franklin County 
residents with what Hopkins considers to be the biggest material 
accomplishment—the Tennessee College of Applied Technology, 
which opened in 2020. Hopkins said with the support of a lot of 
people and God’s will, the dream of the school became a reality.  
She also expresses her love to all 15 members of her family who 
are a part of her success. 

“It took us about 10 years to secure the tech school, but we 
didn’t give up,” she said. “I’m one of the most persistent people 
you’ll ever want to meet. The goal was to raise the standard of liv-
ing for citizens of the community by having a career and higher 
income to raise their families.” 

While she is getting older and may not be as fast-moving as 
she used to be, she said that God gave her a brain, and as long as 
he wants her to use it, she will work to help make a difference in 
people’s lives.  

“The goal is to keep on changing,” she said. “When things go 
wrong, as they sometimes do, don’t quit. When they tell you ‘no,’ 
it doesn’t necessarily mean no. There may be someone in line who 
might say yes.” GN
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(615) 890-LOAN Tullahoma Office
1401 North Jackson St.
Tullahoma, TN 37388
(931) 454-0500www.fvmortgage.com

Franklin County Office
2165 Decherd Blvd.
Decherd, TN 37324
(931) 968-0065

Manchester Office
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Manchester, TN 37355
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Machinery Repair Machinery Repair 
& Consignment Sales& Consignment Sales

8521 Tullahoma Hwy., Estill Springs, TN8521 Tullahoma Hwy., Estill Springs, TN

• Parts 
• Service

• Lawn & Garden
• Farm

IMMEDIATE POSITIONS OPEN 
for Direct Support professionals, all shifts for Employment 

and Community First positions, day services, and supported 
living services. Great benefits, health insurance, paid time off, 

and holiday pay. 

Call for more info
(931) 967-0100
702 Hundred Oaks St.
Winchester, TN

Please apply in person at 
702 Hundred Oaks Street, Winchester. 

Must have valid driver’s license.

Law Office Of

Greg O’Neal

• Family Law
• Estate Planning and Probate
• Commercial Business 
   Transactions

FREE CONSULTATIONS

Experienced Attorney
at Your Service

2 South Jefferson St.
Winchester, TN 37398

(931) 967-9497
gregorymoneal.atty@gmail.com

http://www.fvmortgage.com
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T HEY SAY honesty is the best policy. For Franklin County 
Sheriff Tim Fuller, it is the bottom line and at the core of his 

beliefs as a lawman, father, and human. Fuller was recently elected 
for his fifth term, making him the longest-serving sheriff in the 
county’s history. 

Fuller’s career in law began at the age of 19 with the Moore 
County Sheriff ’s Department. Fuller said a career in law was not 
something he saw himself doing. 

“I had two older brothers in law enforcement,” he said. “As odd 
as it may sound, I made fun of them. I said that they never really 
did anything. I had ridden with my older brother, a deputy sheriff 
at the time. I saw all the positive things and a degree of excitement 
in law enforcement. No two days are alike, ever. I also saw where he 
could help people, giving me a different viewpoint.”

Moore County Sheriff Herb Glassmeyer gave Fuller a job as a 
deputy, and with that, his career in law enforcement began. Fuller 
stated that Glassmeyer had a significant influence on his career. 

‘Truth never damages a cause that is just.’
 

Franklin County Sheriff Tim Fuller strives for a legacy of truth.
 

By Kali Bates // Photos provided by Tim Fuller and Katelyn Isbell

“Some of the things he instilled in me hold true today,” he 
said. “He taught me how serious the job is. You deal with peo-
ple when they are going through the worst tragedy of their life. 
When you go to deal with them, how you handle them will be a 
part of your legacy throughout your career. He was very hard on 
me, but in a good way.”  

Honesty is an essential quality that Fuller has acquired during 
his years as a lawman and now as sheriff. It is at the core of all 
that he does. 

“Tell the truth no matter what,” he said. “Be honest and be 
upfront. Don’t hide anything. Being honest started from day one.”

L E G ACY  I N  AC T I O N 
His two children, Ryan Fuller and Katelyn Isbell, follow in his 
footsteps of serving the community through the law. 

As a detective for the Winchester Police Department, Ryan 
said his father had instilled a strong work ethic in him and his 

Tim 
Fuller

➤
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Come See Us - Sales, Service & Parts
931-967-2219 | 962 AEDC Rd. | Winchester, TN

www.pioneermotorcycles.com

PIONEER MOTORCYCLEPIONEER MOTORCYCLE

Serving The Winchester Area Since 1959Serving The Winchester Area Since 1959

We have carports available for
                   install in as little as 4 - 6 weeks!

931-635-2244 watsonbarnrentals.com
             watsoncarports.com

Holiday CASH In A Dash!

M
ONEY CASH HOUSE

M
ONEY CASH HOUSE

, LLC
, LLC

1945 Decherd Blvd., Decherd, TN

931-962-8617 • 931-691-2696

Loans Up To $2,500

http://www.pioneermotorcycles.com


sister. He said his father also goes out of his way to help, whether 
he knows the person or not. 

“Throughout my personal and professional life, dad has in-
stilled a hard work ethic in my sister and me,” he explained. “We 
have learned there’s no substitute for a strong work ethic and gen-
uine care for our job. Dad‘s legacy in law enforcement will be an 
unequaled line of communication with coworkers and the commu-
nity. His open-door policy has evolved into an open-phone policy. 
He’s always taking time out of his work or personal day to answer 
calls and help anyone who calls him. I cannot count the number of 
times I’ve stood beside dad after he got off the phone with some-
one and asked, ‘who was that?’ and he just looked at me and said, 
‘I don’t know.’”

Isbell is a deputy clerk in the Franklin County Circuit Court 
Clerk’s Office. She echoed her brother’s sentiments on their dad’s 
lesson about work ethic, but she shared that his perseverance is 
something she is proud to have. 

“In addition to so many lessons and values that I have learned, 
Dad’s perseverance is something I am proud of,” said Isbell. “I have 
seen many struggles throughout dad’s life that include career and 
personal losses of his parents, brothers, and his wife and our moth-
er (Bobbie Fuller) to job stresses and day-to-day issues that arise. 
His perseverance has been evident and kept him moving forward. 
He truly drowns out all the negative noise of others and focuses on 
what is important. I admire that no matter how tough the situa-

tion, he doesn’t run; he stands tall and leads.” 
She added that she hopes people can see him as the sheriff and 

as a father, grandfather, and human. 
“I hope others see him as I do,” said Isbell. “He is honest, even 

when it might not be what you want to hear. His actions and very 
few words show his love. To the grandkids, he is the keeper of the 
candy and their chauffeur on the tractor and ranger. As for me, I 
could never repay him for all the lessons and tough love he has 
shown me. I am always so proud of him and every one of his ac-
complishments. It’s a true honor to meet others across the state of 
Tennessee who know him, appreciate him, and share stories about 
how wonderful he is. I wouldn’t be where I am without my parents’ 
example and their love and dedication.”

S T I C K I N G  TO  H I S  G U N S
Now at 60 and starting another term as sheriff, Fuller said 
he hopes to continue making progress for the county. And he 
plans to keep doing it the way he always has—with dedication 
and honesty. 

When asked what he hopes his legacy will be, he leans on 
what has gotten him through his 60 years of life: honesty. 

“I hope they say I was honest and did the best job possible 
with what I was dealt. Fifty years from now, I hope they say I 
was honest with people and that I left something that positively 
affected someone.” GN

Tim 
Fuller
and family

➤
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118 Swann Ave. Lot 24, Winchester, TN 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1268 Sq. Ft.
New! A new construction is waiting for you! Beautiful inside and out, this home features a great 
floor plan, vaulted living room ceiling, plush bedroom carpets, easy to care for flooring in the 
open areas, paved concrete drive and paved concrete rear patio. A large picture window in the 
dining area offers plenty of wonderful natural light. For privacy, the master bedroom has a full 
bath and walk in closet and is located on the right side of the home. The left side of the home 
features two bedrooms separated by a Jack-n-Jill full bathroom. Must See!! 
(Taxes to be determined)

sharonswafford.com

Your Local Professional
Sharon Swafford Broker/Owner

309 2nd Ave. NW, Winchester, TN 37398
931-303-0400 • Cell 931-224-4663

Sharon@SharonSwafford.com
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Winchester PodiatryWinchester Podiatry
155 Hospital Rd. Suite 1 • Anderton/Smith 155 Hospital Rd. Suite 1 • Anderton/Smith 
Building at the hospital in Winchester.Building at the hospital in Winchester.

Charles D. Ganime, DPM, FACFASCharles D. Ganime, DPM, FACFAS

Foot &Foot & Ankle Care Ankle Care
• Diabetic Foot Care
• Sports Injuries
• Heel & Arch Pain

• Ingrown Toenails
• Hammertoes
• Foot & Ankle Care

• Bunions
• Warts

(931) 968-9191 • www.winchesterpodiatry.com

Life is a 
Journey.
We are with you every 
step of the way.

Call Us Today! (931) 616-0337 
851 McArthur St., Manchester, TN
adorationhealth.com
Mary Spence, Transitional Liaison
(931) 952-1582
Latasha Morrison-Edington
Hospice Care Consultant
(423) 508-4316

Let us help make the journey easier.

A New Year is upon us all Thanksgiving and Christmas 2022 will always be one to remember. 
We appreciate all our patients, families, facilities and providers for allowing Adoration 
Hospice to serve our community and be part of many journeys. We couldn’t have done it 
without each and everyone of you all. Going into the New Year we are all awaiting the first 
snow, love of Valentine’s Day and personal goals. Early utilization of Hospice is essential to 
taking advantage of the most underutilized benefit offered by most insurances. We bring 
care to you in the comfort of your home with our team of dedicated staff. Adoration Hospice 
is on-call 24/7 for all your needs. Call Mary or Latasha to get all the information needed to 
ensure you make the right decision in your healthcare options.
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open areas, paved concrete drive and paved concrete rear patio. A large picture window in the 
dining area offers plenty of wonderful natural light. For privacy, the master bedroom has a full 
bath and walk in closet and is located on the right side of the home. The left side of the home 
features two bedrooms separated by a Jack-n-Jill full bathroom. Must See!! 
(Taxes to be determined)
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Your Local Professional
Sharon Swafford Broker/Owner

309 2nd Ave. NW, Winchester, TN 37398
931-303-0400 • Cell 931-224-4663

Sharon@SharonSwafford.com

107 N. Porter St. Suite 7, Winchester, TN

931-327-2117Locally Owned • Manager - Charles Wilhoite
(Across from Bates  

Associated Grocery)

Easy repayment, tailored to your budget.
Approval in minutes!

Let Us Help With 
Those Holiday Bills!

Personal Loans $100 - $1000

20232023

http://www.winchesterpodiatry.com
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Holding the title of 
kindness

Serving up a full tank of 
nostalgia

If I can dream

Just as you are

 30 

 34 

 40 

 56 

PHOTOGRAPHY BY BROOKE SNYDER

Enjoying a sundae at Bennett’s Pharmacy➤
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Ms. Vickie offers 
her heart 

with every meal 
she serves.

By Kali Bates
Photography by Brooke Snyder 

Holding 
the title of 

kindness 

Vickie 
Mathews



D O YOU remember that 
most important Sunday 
school teacher or maybe 
a favorite waitress who 

always made you smile when your family 
went to a particular restaurant? Perhaps you 
had a kind librarian who always saved you a 
book they knew you would love. Whatever 
they might have been, I’m sure you referred 
to them as Mr. or Ms., followed by their 
first name. It was a title of sorts, like sir 
or madam. They were important, but they 
were also your friend, hence adding the 
Mr. of Ms. to show respect. By Southern 
standards, being referred to as such meant 
you were significant in both statuses and 
the heart. 

This would be the case for Winchester 
resident Vickie Mathews. She’s known 
as Vickie on her driver’s license; mom to 
her son, Jeremiah; Gigi to her grandson, 
Harrison; and Ms. Vickie to the many 
that love her. 

Born in Decherd, Mathews grew 
up influenced by her grandmother. 
Affectionately and respectfully known as 
“Granny Tate,” Mathews said she learned 
about the person she wanted to be from 
her grandmother.   

“My grandmother was probably the 
biggest influence on my life. She was 
always there for me,” said Mathews. 

At 21, Mathews moved to 
Winchester and worked as a 
waitress at the local restaurant, 
Skipp’s Grill. Little did she know 
that she would be embarking on a 
career that would lead her to a life 
of service where she would become 
a staple for the restaurant. 

“A friend of my mother 
approached me and told me they 
needed help. I started waiting tables 
and was promoted to manager within 
the first year,” said Mathews. 

For the last 20 years, she has been 
the fuel that has kept the restaurant's 
engine going. She works daily from 
sun up to sun down, ensuring that her 
employees and customers are cared for. 

According to Mathews, the 
customers are the best part of the job. 

“The people connection is the best 
part of the job,” she said. “It’s funny 
when all of your best friends are old 
men. We have sweet older gentlemen 
who come in daily to sit, talk, and 
drink coffee. They are a lot of fun.”
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A friend of mine told me one time that 
everyone has a purpose in life, and mine is to 
serve and help people,” said Mathews. “I’m at 

my best when helping others. I don’t know that I 
give it a lot of thought. It’s just what I do.

-Vickie Mathews

“

Vickie 
Mathews
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Mathews is also known for her hard 
work. According to her daughter-in-
law, Lacey Jones, Mathews gets the 
gold medal for diligence. 

“She does have the kindest heart 
and tries to help in any way she can,” 
said Jones. “She would do anything 
for anyone. I think the biggest thing 
is how hard she works. She’s always 
working hard and then goes home and 
does even more. She never stops.”

When asked if she feels she’s a 
helper, Mathews said it's just who 
she is. 

While she may not have known it 
then, over the last 30 years, she has created 
a life and a business where the community 
can enjoy some good food and some time 
with Ms. Vickie.

 “We’ve had some great people come 
in over the years,” she said. “There is a 
saying that everyone should have to work 
for the public. But you know, those types 
of unfriendly people are very far and few 
in between. You do have those everyday 
people that greet you with a smile at the 
door and call you by your name. That’s 
what it's all about.”

“A friend of mine told me one time 
that everyone has a purpose in life, and 
mine is to serve and help people,” said 
Mathews. “I’m at my best when helping 
others. I don’t know that I give it a lot of 
thought. It’s just what I do.” GN

Jerry
Limbough,

Vickie 
Mathews
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Serving up a
full tank of
nostalgia.
Cowan Texaco fuels 
nostalgia for the Golden 
Age of America. 
By Kali Bates

Photography by
Brook Snyder
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I T’S ONE of the most identifiable signs of Americana. A 
five-pointed red star with a green “T” drawn in the middle 

of it, along with the word “Texaco” written across it. In 1903, a 
19-year-old Italian refinery worker employed with what was then 
known as The Texas Gas Company suggested the star, which was 
also the symbol of Texas. He later added a green “T”. It was a 
color scheme that he picked up from the Italian flag.
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Before adopting the logo, a company 
salesman spotted an abbreviation for the 
company in a telegram as “Texaco.” From 
there, The Texas Gas Company would offi-
cially adopt both the nickname and the logo.

Since its beginning, the Texaco name 
and symbol have become synonymous 
with America’s growth as they ventured 
out searching for new adventures via the 
open road. 

Just as one crosses the railroad tracks 
in the small town of Cowan, you’ll see the 
iconic sites of a gas station straight out 
of the Golden Age of America—better 
known as the 1950s. 

Known today as the Cowan Texaco, 
the station has been a part of the Cowan 
community since 1936.

Stations such as these were a huge 
turning point for the American traveler. 
Before filling stations, consumers bought 
gasoline from a barrel at the grocery or 
hardware store. But the new market for 
gas and consumer desire to buy more eas-
ily soon led to a landscape dotted with gas 
stations—more than 200,000 by 1935. 

Although it doesn’t seem revolu-
tionary now, gas stations were the first 
commercial buildings to be placed back 
from the street. The design accommodat-
ed cars without disrupting street traffic 

and eventually dominated the American 
retail landscape.

“The building started as a Texaco station 
and has [since] served as a Shell station 
and repair shop,” said Amanda Wiseman, 
office manager with the Cowan Devel-
opment Company. “Cowan Development 
Company purchased the property in 2004 
and restored it to its original configuration, 
opening it in 2006. Since that time, it has 
served primarily as a tourist stop.” 

The vintage station has also been a 
backdrop for music videos, prom, and se-
nior photos. It’s seen as a car repair or two, 
filling up automobiles for road trips, or just 
a cruise down the main street. 

“Several bands, including Cowboys 
and Hippies, have used the building as 
a backdrop in music videos; Chevrolet 
used the station in a calendar photo,” said 
Wiseman. “It’s a great place to take prom, 
engagement, and senior pictures. Antique 
and classic car owners have also found it 
an ideal spot for a photo shoot.” 

Wiseman stated that the Texaco 
station has also served as a gift shop, 
restaurant, and art gallery. At one time, the 
town’s public library had a residence there. 
Currently, the station also serves as home 
to a small portion of an impressive col-
lection of historic and beautifully restored 

automobiles and memorabilia belonging 
to a local auto restorer, Leonard Brown, 
according to Wiseman. 

“The addition of the collection was to 
its antique automobiles and memorabilia 
that fit perfectly with the setting of the 
old station and to encourage tourism,” 
she said. “It’s a wonderful attraction for 
car lovers and history buffs. It serves the 
community as a tourist attraction bringing 
people from everywhere to enjoy. Tourism 
is a vital part of our area’s economy.”

Cowan Mayor Mark Ledbetter said Tex-
aco is integral to preserving the city’s history. 

“These places serve as a snapshot of a 
place in time,” he said. “Many times, arti-
facts bring a more colorful and in-depth 
understanding than words alone. It is im-
portant to preserve our history for future 
generations to enjoy and learn from.”

Once you’ve finished, you’ve had a dose 
of nostalgia at the station. Ledbetter and 
Wiseman invite you to continue exploring 
the quaint city of Cowan, which is rich in 
nostalgia and history. 

“We have several wonderful retail 
shops, the railroad museum, a boutique 
hotel, and six restaurants open in town, so 
make a day of your photo shoot and see 
all the beautiful opportunities Cowan has 
to offer. GN

“These places 
serve as a 
snapshot of a 
place in time.”
- Amanda Wiseman

36  / /  JANUARY 2023 GOOD NEWS FRANKLIN COUNTY



The Cowan Texaco is located 
at 101 Cumberland St. E. in 
Cowan. To reserve a tour inside 
the station, contact Cowan 
Development at (931) 967-1560.

JANUARY 2023 / /  37GOOD NEWS FRANKLIN COUNTY



38  / /  JANUARY 2023 GOOD NEWS FRANKLIN COUNTY

Have a Have a 
Merry Christmas Merry Christmas 

& A Safe & A Safe 
& Happy & Happy 

New YearNew Year
'With courage, honor, 

and integrity we protect 
the rights and dignity of 
all citizens. In partner-

ship with our communi-
ties, we strive to preserve 

the peace and provide 
for a safe environment 

for all." 

Franklin County Sheriff’s Department
494 George Fraley Pkwy., Winchester, TN • 931-962-0123

www.citizenstricounty.com
The Only Community Bank You’ll Ever Need!

We Can Help With Your
New Home Dreams!

931.967.1672931.967.1672 |  | 23 S. College St., Winchester, TN 37398 23 S. College St., Winchester, TN 37398 
www.LynchRigsby.comwww.LynchRigsby.com

Firm Lic #302, Auction Lic #4909

Check out our current auctions 
and listings at lynchrigsby.com

The Sign of Experience 
& Results

http://www.citizenstricounty.com
http://www.LynchRigsby.com
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3619 Cowan Hwy., Winchester, TN 37398 • (931) 967-9765
inspiritseniorliving.com/franklinmanor

VA & CHOICES
Approved Care

AN INSPIRIT SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY

84 Relco Drive • Manchester, TN 37355
(931) 954-0580 

www.choicehotels.com

• Free Hot Deluxe Breakfast • 100% Smoke  Free
• Fitness Center• Indoor Heated Salt Water Pool
• FREE WiFi - High Speed Wireless Internet

Middle Tennessee Respiratory
2866 Decherd Blvd. | Decherd, TN | 931-962-0234

We carry a full line of C-Paps 
with the Largest Mask 
selection in the area

Serving Bedford, Cannon, Coffee, Franklin, Grundy, Lincoln, Marion, Moore, and Warren Counties

You Deserve a Restful Sleep

Call Our Sleep Specialist, Today!
FREE Supply Delivery • FREE Machine Calibration • FREE Mask Consultation

http://www.choicehotels.com




O UR COMMUNITY has a rich history. Businesses, 
people, and locations have created the foundation of 
who we are today. Each decade is a building block 

to our identity, creating a beautiful masterpiece that only gets 
better with the next block. 

Today, there are times when we don’t have an answer. When 
hope is almost snuffed out but comes back like a beckoning can-
dle. The same story was true in the 1950s, 60s, 70s, 80s, and more. 
Every decade has its own story, oftentimes with a happy ending.

This history-themed issue of Good News tells the story of 
decades ago. Stories that remind us today of hope, happiness, 
and peace that’s right around the corner. Something that can 
only be described as a dream come true.

Deep in my heart there’s a trembling question
Still I am sure that the answer,
answer’s gonna come somehow
Out there in the dark, there’s a
beckoning candle, yeah
And while I can think, while I can talk
While I can stand, while I can walk
While I can dream
Oh, please let my dream
Come true. — “If I Can Dream” by Elvis Presley

“

“
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A prescription 
for success

By Kali Bates 
Photography by 
Brooke Snyder

Three generations 
of loving and serving 
the community

W HEN MOST of us think 
of a pharmacy by today’s 

standards, we think of running in, 
grabbing our prescriptions, and 
running out. There might be the odd 
occasion where we need toilet paper 
or some laundry detergent that we 
will pick up on our way in, but the 
idea of “hanging around” would find 
most with a look of utter shock. 

But then some know the phar-
macy as something different. It’s a 
place to hear the latest news, enjoy 
an ice-cold coke, pick up a gift for 
someone special, or even enjoy some 
lunch. As you may have guessed, it’s 
also a place to have your prescrip-
tions filled and any questions about 
your health answered.

Such places are not of days long 
forgotten but of ones open for busi-
ness and ready to help you on your 
journey to good health.

For 64 years, Bennett’s Pharma-
cy has been assisting locals with their 
medications, vaccines, and overall 
health. They also happen to be quite 
the hub for the community from their 
1960s-style lunch counter, complete 
with a soda fountain and a celebrity 
drink known as the “Blood Marty.” 

Family-owned for the past three gen-
erations, pharmacist and owner Lisa 
Wallace said it’s all about helping peo-
ple in whatever way they can. 

FILLING THE FIRST SCRIPT 
According to Wallace, her grand-
father, Loel Bennett, opened the 
pharmacy just off the square in Win-
chester in 1958. 

“We started off [on] the square 
just right around where Blue Front 
Drugs is now,” she explained. “Short-
ly after, we had a fire. We moved to 
the current location in 1960 and 
have been there ever since.” 

Welcomed by the community, 
Wallace explained that the family 
business would grow with the ad-
dition of his daughter and Wallace’s 
mother, Betty Don Henshaw, be-
coming a fellow pharmacist and a 
partner in the pharmacy.

Wallace said her mother added 
value to the business. 

“My mother was smart as a 
whip,” she said. “She was the first in 
Franklin County to have a computer 
in the pharmacy. That was a pret-
ty big deal then. She also helped at 
the hospital when they were short-

staffed. She worked at both places 
until they could find someone to fill 
the position at the hospital.” 

Wallace would grow up in the 
business, helping wherever she could 
and taking on almost every position 
in the pharmacy. 

“You just take everything in and 
learn as you go,” she said. “I have 
done it all. I had to wash dishes 
when I was around 7 or 8. One of 
my jobs was to wash glass pill bot-
tles. We reused them until plastic 
ones came along.”

Wallace would also follow in her 
mother’s and grandfather’s footsteps 
and join the family business in 1997 
as a co-partner with her mother, un-
til her mother’s passing. 

“I knew I wanted to do something 
medical, whether it would be a physi-
cian or a pharmacist,” she said. “I just 
felt this place was perfect to fit right 
back. I love people and being able to 
do something to help someone.”

 
MORE THAN A PHARMACY
When you step into Bennett’s, 
it’s almost like a step back in time. 
You are welcomed by a retro lunch 
counter complete with blue vinyl bar 
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PHARMACIST
AND OWNER

LISA WALLACE

LITTLE GIRL 
ENJOYS A 

MOUTH-WATERING 
BANANA SPLIT

A DISPLAY OF 
VINTAGE MEDICINE 

BOTTLES AND 
PACKAGING

stools and a soda fountain that seems straight 
out of the 60s. 

Served at the lunch counter is a chicken 
salad plate (that Wallace claims is out of this 
world) with the famous “Blood Marty,” which 
is well-known by almost every student who 
attended Franklin County High School be-
fore 2007 when the school moved locations. 

“The big thing is a Blood Marty. Every-
one used to skip school and come and have a 
Bloody Marty and then go back,” said Wallace. 

Wallace added that they make all their 
chicken salad, pimento cheese, and tuna sal-
ad from scratch, along with homemade ice 
cream served with their most popular sweet 
treat—a banana split. 

“Our other big thing is a chicken salad 
plate. It’s amazing,” said Wallace. “People can 
get it here or to go. We make chicken salad 
anywhere from two to four times a day.”

As if friendly service and good food 
weren’t enough, the pharmacy also offers 
a selection of gifts for all ages and tastes. 
Whether you are coming in to shop for your-

➤

➤

➤
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self or pick up something for a loved one, they have got 
you covered. Wallace added that they expanded in 2007 
into what was known as the old Scenic Restaurant to 
provide their customers with even more to enjoy. 

SOME THINGS NEVER CHANGE.
As the years have passed, Wallace said that they worked 
diligently to keep up with the fast world of medicine 
with things such as vaccines and helping their patients 
learn about their medications.

 “We try to add things as they come available,” ex-
plained Wallace. “We do medication therapy manage-
ment and a lot of vaccines. We’ve changed, but we also 
try to be there for our customers to help them with their 
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GRACIE JOHNSON AND MIKAYLIE EDWARDS

MEMPHIS,
MALLOREE,
AXLE, AND 
OAKLEY SNYDER 
ENJOY A SWEET 
TREAT AT THE ICE 
CREAM BAR.

➤

➤

Bennett’s Pharmacy 
is located at 1201 
Dinah Shore Blvd. in 
Winchester.

medications and know them by 
name. They are more than just a 
number to us.” 

What hasn’t changed, 
and won’t, is Wallace and her 
team’s dedication to providing 
the best possible experience 
for their customers. Whether 
they’re just stopping to pick up 
their prescription or staying for 
a while to chat and have some 

lunch, they want each customer 
to enjoy the magic of this truly 
unique place. 

“It’s nice to come into a 
place where you can just relax 
and live in the past for a bit,” 
said Wallace. “We have custom-
ers who have come in since they 
were knee-high, to now grown 
adults. Here, your customers are 
more like your family.”  GN
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By Kali Bates 
Photography by 
Brooke Synder 

The Oldham Theater 
offers the magical movie 
experience of long ago.

Capturing 
the magic
of the past

MELISSA BAXLEY ➤
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T HE MOVIE theater can be a magical 
place. One of my fondest cinematic 

memories is being 8 years old and going 
to see the Rocketeer in 1991. The theater 
was packed with no seats left, and my sister 
and I sat on the floor and watched in pure 
fascination as Bill Campbell strapped on 
his metallic rocket contraption and blasted 
into the air on the big screen. I can still 
smell the popcorn and hear the other kids 
gasping in excitement, just as I did. 

Most of us have enjoyed great cinematic 
experiences, such as going on a date, cele-
brating a birthday, or even being the first in 
line and getting that ticket to a long-await-
ed film. While streaming may offer the 
convenience of watching a movie from the 
comfort of our home, one can never truly 
replicate or replace the one-of-a-kind mag-
ical experience of the theater.

One place that has been offering this 
magical experience for the past 73 years is 
The Oldham Theater. Now owned by Ray 
and Beth Ann Rhoton, the theater has 
undergone numerous renovations over the 
years to move into the 21st century while 
preserving the nostalgic 1950s feel that has 
made it a downtown staple.  

HISTORY OF THE OLDHAM
George Oldham purchased the theater in 
1949 to replace The Rivoli Theater, located 
on the south side of the square. The the-
ater was named after Oldham following his 
death that same year. 

Located in the heart of downtown 
Winchester, the theater opened its doors 
on Sept.15, 1950, airing the film “And Baby 
Makes Three,” starring Robert Young and 
Barbara Hale.

In 1994, Rhonda Acklen took over 
ownership and made several improvements, 
such as transforming the upstairs balcony 
into a second theater. 

In 2000, Acklen sold the theater to 
Ray and Beth Ann Rhoton. The Rhotons 
made further improvements in 2009, in-
cluding incorporating digital projection 
equipment, installing surround sound, 
new curtains, and new seats. 

	
PRESERVATION
AND MODERNIZATION
 According to the Rhotons’ daughter, 
Montana Medina, since purchasing 
the theater 23 years ago, the family has 
worked tirelessly to preserve the his-
torical integrity of the building while 
offering their customers the latest in cin-
ematic technology. 

 “We really tried to keep it as original 
as possible,” she explained. “For example, 
when digital came along, a lot of theaters 
closed down. That was something that we 

had to make a decision about. Do you move 
from the film that this theater has played 
for the last 60 years, and what does that 
look like? And it was the same with the 
seating. We looked at each addition and 
what it meant as far as the authenticity of 
the theater.”
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Medina has a long history with 
theater—one that spans her en-
tire life. Her aunt, Rhonda Acklen, 
owned the theater before her parents 
took ownership of it. She and other 
family members have worked almost 
every position at the theater. Medina 
said being this close to the theater 
has made her appreciate it more. 

“It really represents the com-
munity, but it also represents fami-
ly for me because my whole family 
has pitched in over the years, from 
grandparents, aunts, uncles, to 
cousins. For most of us, it was our 
first job. It has been very much a 
family affair.”

COME AND ENJOY
THE EXPERIENCE
Medina said one of the best things 
about The Oldham is the experience 
it offers to those who step through 
its doors. It’s as if you’ve stepped 
away from everyday life. 

“I can specifically remember 
times with my parents when we 
watched movies there,” she said. 
“The smell of the popcorn, the boxed 
candy that you can’t necessarily get 
anywhere anymore. It just kind of 
makes you forget about the day-to-
day business for a few hours.”

She also added that places like 
these are essential in keeping that 

small-town feel as Winchester con-
tinues to grow and move forward. 

“It’s just that small-town feel,” 
she said. “And with all the growth 
we’re having, which I think is won-
derful, it’s important to remember 
where we came from. I think The 
Oldham is one of those businesses 
that has been around since some 
people’s grandparents were kids. It’s 
neat to be able to take their grand-
kids to The Oldham and let them 
have that same magical experience 
as they did. We hope that when you 
come to the theater, it’s a whole ex-
perience. It’s a time with your family 
that you’re outside your house and 
making the most of this amazing 
town and our favorite theater.” GN
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They Marched On
By Kali Bates 
Photography by 
Brooke Snyder 

Townsend 
Drum Corps 
made a name 
for themselves 
by being 
themselves.

T HE 1960S was a decade filled 
with transition and turbulent 

times. Overseas, the Vietnam War 
was raging. War protests were taking 
place across the country. Martin 
Luther King Jr. led peaceful protests 
and marches across the South at the 
height of the civil rights movement. 
President Lyndon B. Johnson 
signed the Civil Rights Act of 1964 
and the 1965 Voting Rights Act. 
In 1969, Neil Armstrong and Buzz 
Aldrin became the first men to 
arrive on the moon during NASA’s 
Apollo 11 Mission. 

In Winchester, the events of 
the world were no secret, and the 
town had its change taking place 
with growth and its period of inte-
gration. Making their change and 
marching to the beat of their drum 
was the Townsend High School 
Drum Corps. 

During the time of the corps, 
there was nothing like it. They were 
a dedicated group of performers 
dancing and twirling just to the 
beat of drums. Due to the times, the 
school did not have access to other 
instruments that would have been 
common in a marching band. That 
did not stop them. However, it only 
made them better and a force that 
commanded attention. 

“We only had drums,” said for-
mer drum corps member Patricia 
Nimox. “There were three young 
men who played the drums. People 
would come running to watch us 
march when they heard us begin to 
play. We were stepping… and just to 
drums. All these other schools had 
different kinds of instruments; all we 
had were drums. You bet we made 
a showing when we marched down 
that street.”

“JUNE BUG”
At the helm of the corps was Cowan 
native Samuel Featherstone. Respec-
tively known as “June Bug” to family, 
friends, and students, Featherstone 
was a man of many talents, accord-
ing to former Townsend Drum 
Corps member Joanne Hill.

“He was a jack of all trades. He 
made sure we were all on point and 
well-dressed,” she said. 

Nimox added that Featherstone 
ensured each student who joined the 
corps was well-trained.  

“We practiced almost every day. 
June Bug lived up the road from 
where I lived in Cowan, and Dor-
othy and I used to go up there and 
practice in his yard. He was teach-
ing us how to twirl the baton. June 
Bug was a gifted man. There wasn’t 
too much he didn’t know how to 
do. He was funny, but he was for 
real. He had an idea of how things 
should be for our performance and 
wanted to see it executed in the best 
way possible.” 

She said that Featherstone was al-
ways helping to care for his students. 
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JOANNE HILL AND 
PATRICIA NIMOX

TOWNSEND 
HIGH SCHOOL 

MARCHING BAND

➤

➤
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“He had a Volkswagen Bug, and 
when we wanted to go to a football 
game we would give him a quarter,” 
she said. “Gas was a quarter a gallon 
at that time. He was just a good guy.”

MAKING A STATEMENT
Nimox said that Featherstone was 
in charge of choosing the uniforms 
for the corps. Making a memorable 
statement were the outfits, complete 
with yellow and gold, which were the 
school’s colors. Each member wore 
white boots that Nimox said were al-
ways clean and white, thanks to white 
shoe polish and frequent cleanings.

“Back in the day, we thought the 
uniforms looked good because we 
thought we looked good wearing 
them,” laughed Nimox. “It was good 
to know that we had something 
like that going on for a black high 
school. We looked forward to per-
formances, especially the Christmas 
parade. We were always in the Cow-
an Christmas Parade.”

 A significant event in itself, the 
Cowan Christmas Parade is one 
of the most well-known events in 
Franklin County, with people com-
ing from outside of the county to 
either participate or watch the long 
line of participants that in the mid-
60s included the drum corps. 

“I remember when we were get-
ting ready at the school to go to the 
Cowan parade, and we were so excit-
ed to be able to march together,” she 
said. “It was so exciting to know that 
this all-black school had a marching 
band. We commanded attention, and 
we had a particular beat. When we 
heard that beat, we’d get to stepping. 
And when the crowd heard that beat, 
they knew we were coming.” 

In remembering those times, Hill 
said they were remembered fondly 
and cherished.

“We enjoyed everything we did,” 
she said. “We were just happy people. 
From the drum corps to basketball to 
cheerleading. It was all fun and brought 
back so many good memories.”

Those interested in revisiting 
memories or viewing memorabilia 
of the drum corps can do so at the 
Townsend Cultural Center, located at 
910 S. Shepard St. in Winchester. GN

SAMUEL 
FEATHERSTONE
( JUNE BUG )➤
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Doggie Doos & MoreDoggie Doos & More

Call For Appointment

931-247-1699
1660 Decherd Estill Rd., Winchester, TN

wagsandwigglestn.com

Open Mon. - Sat. 9:00 Open Mon. - Sat. 9:00 a.m.a.m. - 5:00  - 5:00 p.m.p.m.
Hwy. 64 West • Belvidere, TN 
Swiss Swiss PantryPantry

Planning a Holiday ParPlanning a Holiday Party?ty?
♦  Cakes & Pies
♦  Fruit Cakes
♦  Gift Baskets

♦  Cheese Balls
♦  Candy Trays
♦  Cookie Trays

Amish Country Spiral Sliced Ham 
Limited Supply! Order Yours Today! 931-962-0567

Place Your Orders Now:

♦  Breads & Rolls
♦  Red Velvet Rolls

Closed: January 1st - 14th, 2023

Open 
Christmas 

Eve Until 
3:00pm

2200 Decherd Boulevard
Decherd, TN
931-967-9967

YOU’RE MORE THAN A CUSTOMER.
GET MORE THAN AN ACCOUNT.

FirstBankOnline.com

COMMUNITY
STRONG

1201 Dinah Shore Blvd.
Winchester, TN 37398 
(931) 967-2777

M-F 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. • Sat 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Sun 8 a.m. - 11 a.m. & 1 p.m. - 6 p.m.

Bennett’s 
Pharmacy

bennettspharmacywinchester.com

Baby It’s Cold Outside!Baby It’s Cold Outside!

Worth 
the drive.

14
86

87

931.759.6000 
40 Nursing Home Rd. 
Lynchburg, TN 37352 
LynchburgNursingCenter.com

Quality care is never too far. We offer compassionate skilled 
nursing and short-term therapy designed to enhance  
your loved one’s quality of life.

14 mi
12 mi

We have been going to the fair every year to watch the horse 
races, it’s our tradition and we feared this year it would not 
happen. Mom fell in July and has been at Lynchburg Nursing 
Center, but we found out they planned a trip to the fair with 
some residents. Mom was so excited! We got to go, we got 
to continue our tradition and enjoy it together because of the 
thoughtful, wonderful staff at Lynchburg.
Lynchburg Nursing Center has been a blessing! This facility 
is wonderful, they make Mom feel at home. 
                                                                             - Hilda Woodard

We Love Our 
Residents 

and Families!
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23 South College St., Winchester, TN 37398 

(931) 967-1672
The Sign of Experience & Results

Ashley Lynch • (931) 636-2205

OFFERED AT $3.2M

• 2 Bedrooms
• 2 Bathrooms
• 30.69 Acres
• 2,200 ft. of water frontage
• Single covered dock with pontoon included

PRIVATE RETREAT PRIVATE RETREAT 
ON TIM’S FORD LAKEON TIM’S FORD LAKE

103 Noles St., Decherd, TN • 931-967-9397 • By Appointment Only

Holiday Grooming & Boarding • Pet Stocking Stuffers

Bubbles & BowsBubbles & Bows  Pet Spa & BoutiquePet Spa & Boutique

Animal Care Center
George Bowers, DVM • Ashley Bowers, DVM

1626 Sharp Springs Rd., Winchester, TN 37398
931-967-6345 • www.accvets.net

HAVE HAVE aa  PAWsitivelyPAWsitively
WONDERFUL WONDERFUL HOLIDAY HOLIDAY Season  

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

931-433-6634
Ask about easy bill pay!

Richardson Waste Removal
& Richardson Waste Solution

Weekly Service
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Roll-Off Containers
Construction • Demo Debris • Commercial
Industrial • General Clean-Up CALL TODAYCALL TODAY

Quality service since 1963 Our Business is Picking Up!

Keith’s Tank Service
(931) 433-0900 • (931) 962-0510

www.keithstankservice.com

• Septic Tank Pumping
• Sewer Drain
• Install • Clean Out

• Over 23 Years Experience
• Commercial & Residential
• Family Owned & Operated
• Licensed & Insured

Let Us Take Care Of 
Your Septic Tanks

Loans $200 & Up*

1927 Decherd Blvd., Decherd, TN
931-962-1240

* Subject to our liberal credit policy

Loans Company Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Now Accepting Debit Payments by Phone

First Loan FREE!FREE!

Happy New Year!Happy New Year!
To Our Customers!To Our Customers!

You can rely on NATURAL GAS.

Elk River Public Utility District
217 S. Jackson St., Tullahoma • 931-455-9311

1524 Hillsboro Blvd., Manchester • 931-728-3332
635 Dinah Shore Blvd., Winchester • 931-967-3642

“Your Hometown Natural Gas Provider Since 1955”

Sometimes the best things in life are the simplest ones – reliable 
home and water heating, lower monthly utility bills, and a home 
that can keep up with the hustle and bustle year-round.

WWW.ERPUD.COM

http://www.accvets.net
http://www.keithstankservice.com


F OR OVER 30 years, children’s television host Mister Rogers 
came into the homes of millions via our television sets and 

told each of us one of the most important things a person could 
say to us. 

“I like you just the way you are.”
There are over 900 episodes of “Mister Rogers’ 

Neighborhood,” which means he told us he liked us just as we 
are approximately 905 times. 

I was one of these people. I was born in 1983 and can vividly 
remember watching Mister Rogers on PBS while visiting my 
grandparents in Nashville. 

In my mid-30s, I was reintroduced to “Mister Rogers’ 
Neighborhood” through what seemed to be a national 
reemergence of popularity for the late children’s television host. 
A movie was made, a documentary was released, and so were a 
few podcasts, among other things. 

Jumping on the trend, I downloaded a podcast called “Finding 
Fred” that delved into the life, thinking, and work of Rogers. I 
immediately fell in love with all the things I had felt were so 
uninteresting to me as a child. 

For example, the way he talked. He slowed his cadence to 
make sure that children could understand him better and feel that 
they were in a conversation with him and not being talked to. 

The puppets he used helped children identify with different 
emotions and personality traits. He also spoke about adult topics, 
such as death, assassination, and race.  He helped children to be 
able to process and understand these difficult topics. 

Finally came the real tear-jerker. The thing that, even now, 
makes me tear up just writing it. That fact that Mister Rogers 
liked us just as we are. We didn’t need to be anything else but 
ourselves. We were loved and accepted just for being us—such a 
simple statement with profound meaning. 

Imagine, if you will, someone telling you that they like 
you just as you are—genuinely meaning that you are loved 
completely through all your pain, suffering, joy, weariness, flaws, 
and imperfections. 

In a world where we are constantly bombarded with the need 
to be anything but ourselves, Rogers wanted us to know that 
being ourselves was all we needed to be. 

It’s important to note that Rogers wasn’t the originator of this 
message, and he wouldn’t want to be. As an ordained Presbyterian 
minister, he learned it from a much higher power who calls us 
daily to remember that he, too, loves us just as we are. God loves 
us so much that he sacrificed us through Jesus’ death.

What a truly wonderful and humbling feeling that we are loved 
just as we are, in our brokenness and flaws. We are embraced and 
reminded that we are fearfully and wonderfully made. 

I’d like to think that Mister Rogers knew the seeds of 
acceptance he was planting. He knew they would grow and 
bloom long after his work was done.  

I am relistening to the podcast now and being reminded of 
how significant the impact was from his little show on public 
television. I am also reminded of just how important kindness 
is and how vital being kind and present in the moment is to the 
very essence of being human. 

We should all take time to remember the power of kindness 
and accept each other just as we are. And remember that God’s 
love is gracious, and He loves us just the way we are. GN

‘Just as you are’
 
 

By Kali Bates

G O O D  L I V I N G

ROOMS 
AVAILABLE

Laurel Oaks Assisted LivingLaurel Oaks Assisted Living
4884 Old Tullahoma Road, 4884 Old Tullahoma Road, WinchesterWinchester  
(931)967-9567 or 931-967-9061(931)967-9567 or 931-967-9061    
rubyweller886@gmail.com rubyweller886@gmail.com 

• Meals
• Medical Supervision
• Personal Care
• Laundry

Ages 55+, $1,600 - $2,000 Month

• 24/7 Staff 
   Home Atmosphere
• Rural Setting

www.laureloaksassistedlivingfacili.com

mailto:rubyweller886@gmail.com
http://www.laureloaksassistedlivingfacili.com
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Glen Grant, Owner, Licensed 
Funeral Director and Embalmer

Pamela Gamble Grant, Owner, 
Licensed Funeral Director

103 Peters Road, Estill Springs

(931) 649-3585“Professional, Caring & Affordable Services”

Grant
Funeral Services

www.grantfuneralservices.net

Professional, Caring & Affordable

All Preneed 
Funeral 

Policies Are 
Transferable

We at Grant Funeral Services accept all preneed funeral policies. Check with Pam 
and Glen to see how much your family can save by transferring your policy.

CUSTOM STEEL BUILDINGS
LIFETIME METAL ROOFING, SHAKE SIDING
VINYL SIDING, WINDOWS, GARAGE DOORS

Over 30+ Colors Available

Call today!
(931)962-8859

Financing available! 
Check us out on Facebook!

Clark’s Home Solutions, LLC 
792 David Crockett Hwy., Winchester, TN 37398  

amyekinser@gmail.com
(615) 807-0269
(615) 263-4800

fridrichandclark.com

A Fresh Approach 
to Real Estate in 
Franklin County 

AMY ANDREOLA

32 Memorial Drive
Winchester, TN 37398
(931) 967-0200
elkriverhrofwinchester.com

Sign On 
Bonuses

Apply in person at: 
32 Memorial Dr. Winchester, TN 
or online at: ElkRiverHRofWinchester.com

Nursing positions require a 
Tennessee certification. 
Long-term care experience a plus.

• RN’s & LPN’s - Night Shift
  $6,000 Sign On Bonus
• CNA’s - Night Shift
  $3,000 Sign On Bonus

http://www.grantfuneralservices.net
mailto:amyekinser@gmail.com
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Create to celebrate 

Community events 

Events calendar
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PHOTOGRAPHY BY BROOKE SNYDER

Pat Brandenstein➤
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things to do.

Submit a positive story
on our website: 

goodnewsmags.com



C ELEBRATING THE community and all things art was 
the Artisan Depot. The Depot held a month-long series 
of workshops to bring out the creativity in everyone from 

the novice to the master. 
The series is in recognition of Tennessee Craft Week and is 

held each year during the first week of October, celebrating the 
vital role of craft in the state with events featuring traditional 
to contemporary craft art and craft making in all regions of the 
Volunteer State.

According to Nancy Wallace, art instructor and member 
of the Franklin County Arts Guild, the series was the Depot's 
participation with Tennessee Crafts for Tennessee Craft Week. It 

was also a chance for the Depot to welcome back workshops after 
a long absence due to Covid. Due to the pandemic, workshops 
were put on hold, according to Wallace. 

“We have been open most of the time, but workshops weren't 
happening. It’s good to have people back in here creating,” she said.

 The sights and sounds of paper being cut, leather being sewn, 
and just the general conversations that took place while people were 
putting their masterpieces together were welcomed by Wallace. 

 The following classes were offered with the intent of students 
learning a new skill or gaining inspiration for a new project.

In the “Back to Nature” class, instructor Marion C. Ridel 
helped participants produce a Christmas tree design using natural 
and recycled materials.

The following week, instructor and long-time nature journalist, 
Margie Gallagher, assisted participants in creating a nature journal 
that also served as an art book for all their outdoor journeys.

Artisan Depot celebrates craft week 
with a month full of creative workshops.

By Kali Bates // Photography by Brooke Snyder

Create to 
Celebrate!

Nancy Wallace
➤
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While getting into the holiday spirit, participants learned 
the intricate art of stained glass as Denise Brislin helped them 
construct Christmas sun catchers. The professional stained-
glass artist shared with them the basic steps in applying copper 
foil and flux and finishing with lead solder. Brislin also showed 
participants how to clean and enhance each piece. 

Long-time book-binding extraordinaire Nancy Wallace 
then shared the historic art of leather binding with students. 
Participants of the class learned how to cut, fold, and bind a 
leather-bound journal. 

Through their pouring class, experienced acrylic artists Denise 
Miller and Stacey Irons Jernigan shared their love for all things 
acrylic, where participants learned about different color selections 
and paint-mixing techniques. 

And to round up the month of classes, the Depot invited the 
whole family to learn how to create a seasonal-themed, wax-

resist painting. Artisan Depot and Arts guild member Tanya 
Ingvoldstad Otero instructed the class and then shared how they 
could recreate the project at home. 

The Depot celebrates art year-round by offering classes to 
the community. All class fees and registration are due before 
taking the class. 

Follow the Artisan Depot on Facebook 
for the most up-to-date information, 
or visit their website at 
franklincoarts.org. 
The Artisan Depot is located at 
204 Cumberland St. E. in Cowan.

Dana

➤

Ally

➤

Corinne

➤
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C O M M U N I T Y 
E V E N T S

A fellowship of hope
 
Photography by Brooke Snyder

The Wings of Hope Ministry recently held and sponsored a 
fish fry at Winchester City Park. Attendees gathered at the Red 
Roof Pavilion for an afternoon of fellowship and good food. A 
fish fry took place with all proceeds going to the organization. 
The Wings of Hope Ministry is an organization that promotes 
the cause of Christ by educating and demonstrating Christian 
love to those who have lost their spouse. 
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Something for Everyone

100 1st Ave. NW
Winchester, TN 37398
Mon.-Sat. 7am-3pm

(931) 313-5472 • www.walnuthillcoffeeco.com

http://www.walnuthillcoffeeco.com
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931-993-9710
575 Lynchburg Hwy., Mulberry, TN 37359

• Interior & Exterior Railing • Pool & Yard Fences
• Driveway & Pedestrian Gates • Guard Railing
• Residential & Light Commercial

ExtraordinaryExtraordinary  Craf tsmanshipCraf tsmanship
Custom Design

www.southernironworks.comwww.southernironworks.com

Marshall C. Casper, CFP®, AAMSTM

Financial Advisor
1805 Bypass Road
Winchester, TN 37398
931-967-8003

The market is 
always changing. 
You can be 
prepared.

www.JohnSmithJrRealtyandAuctionLLC.com

We appreciate your past, present and 
future business and wish each of you a 

prosperous new year!!  
From all of us at John Smith Jr. Realty and Auction, LLC.

Please give us a call for all your Real Estate needs!  
John Smith, Jr. Owner/Broker/Auctioneer - (931) 308-7386
April Smith - (931) 308-7387
Angie Miller - (931) 224-2838
Bonnie Schiffner - (931) 308-3498
Melissa Nunley - (931) 308-5532
Julie Rauch - (931) 408-4592
Donna Barber - (618) 357-1098
Bobbie J. Sabo - (931) 308-8166

24 Pleasant Ridge Ct., Huntland, TN
Lovely home in the quaint town of Huntland, TN.  
Hardwood floors throughout. Would make a great 
starter home or investment property. Needs some TLC, 
but absolutely livable.  Don’t miss this one!!

Dermatology care you can trust!

HappyHappy
Holidays!Holidays!

Ashley Messick-Hite
Certified Physician Assistant
Supervised by a Board-Certified Dermatologist

Take Care of  Your Skin

151 Ledford Mill Rd. • Tullahoma, TN 37388 
(931) 800-6400
apdskinsolutions.com

We Offer Full Family Dentistry

931.967.4143
1741 Bypass Road

Winchester, TN

Most Insurances Accepted

winchesterfamilydentistrytn.com

• Sedation Dentistry • Sleep Apnea • Implants

http://www.southernironworks.com
http://www.JohnSmithJrRealtyandAuctionLLC.com


E V E N T S
C A L E N D A R

 December 10	

7:30 am	 Rudolph Run 5K
	 Downtown Winchester
	
	 The race will start 

and end in downtown 
Winchester. Early bird 
registration is $25. After 
that, general registration 
will increase to $35.

	 Race proceeds benefit 
Campora Family 
Resource Center’s 

Angel Tree Program.

 December 17	

9:00 am	 Circle E Ranch
	 Iron Gap Road Ride
	 50 Circle E Ln.
	 Belvidere 

 
We will meet at the shop 
at 9 a.m. and head out 
at 9:30 a.m. Please bring 
your own lunch.

 December 21	

10:00 am	 Weekly Storytime
	 Franklin County 
	 Public Library 

2:00 pm	 Weekly  
Lego Club

	 Franklin County 
	 Public Library

	 We meet every 
Wednesday from

	 2-4 p.m.

 December 28	

10:00 pm	 Weekly Storytime
	 Franklin County 
	 Public Library

	 We will be decorating 
Christmas ornaments at 
this meeting.
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See more of the people, places, 
and events you know and love.

Our photographers capture 
the greatest moments! 

Browse and save addition-
al photos from our Good 
News stories. Prints and 

personalized merchandise 
may be ordered online with 
100% of the proceeds ben-

efiting local nonprofits.

We have
more photos!



For more events 
and to submit an 

event visit:
www.GoodNewsMags.com/
events or call 800-247-7318

For more events 
and to submit 
an event visit:

www.GoodNewsMags.com/events 
or call (800) 247-7318

 December 30	

8:00 am	 New Year’s Party 
and Ride

	 Circle E Guest Ranch 
and Circle E Off-Road 
Park

	 This event is by 
reservation only. The 
ride is for horse riders 
only but dinner party is 
open to all guests.

 December 31	

9:00 am	 New Years Eve Bash 
at Hogwarts

	 Franklin County 
	 Public Library

	 This event is fun for the 
entire family.

 January 3	

6:00 pm	 Beauties in Business 
Ladies Networking 
Night

	 Camino Real
	 Winchester
	
	 This is a free laid-back 

gathering for female 
small-business owners 
and businesswomen 
who have a desire to 
share their knowledge, 
build relationships, learn 
from their peers, and 
grow together.
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Scan the QR code below
to start browsing today.
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Winchester Family Dentistry.....................................................................................63
Winchester Podiatry.....................................................................................................27
Woodard’s Diamonds & Design................................................................................39
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We can spread Good News because of our generous 
advertisers. They help make our world a little brighter. 
We encourage you to do business with them.

G O O D  N E W S
S U P P O R T E R S
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MOUTH. WATERING. TREATS.
QUALITY CHOCOLATE. HANDCRAFTED TO PERFECTION EVERY DAY.

Place an order today
for yourself or a friend at:  
WATERSEDGECHOCOLATES.COM

206 S. ANDERSON ST. 
TULLAHOMA, TN 37388

Mon. - Thurs. 10am - 8pm • Fri & Sat. 10am - 9pm



www.RussellBarnett.com

VIEW OUR INVENTORYVIEW OUR INVENTORY

LIFETIME
POWERTRAIN WARRANTY

Ask Us About OurAsk Us About Our
Russell Barnett Chevy GMC
931-967-4513
1981 Cowan Hwy.
Winchester, TN

Russell Barnett Ford 
931-967-2277

4055 Tullahoma Hwy.
Winchester, TN

View Our Inventory or 
Schedule Service Appointments Online

“There will be obstacles. There 
will be doubters. There will be 
mistakes. But with hard work, 
there are no limits.” 

                                  
   Michael Phelps

http://www.RussellBarnett.com

