14001 HWY43 STE23
RUSSELLVILLE, AL 35653

Fishing Tackle-
Huge Supply in Stock!
15347 Hwy 43 - 256-332-1108

Mitch M. McKinney
Attorney At Law

256.398.6815
102 Jackson Ave S.
Russellville

Norc ade that the quality of the legal s r'ormcd
grea( it i e quality of legal servic: espermrmedby i Wawy

ATTN: RUSSELLVILLE ELECTRIC BOARD

Families in Russellville are having to decide to pay their

light bill, buy groceries, buy medicine or put gas in their car.
It’s time to terminate your Manager and lower your rates.

~ Darren Woodruff, City Council Dist. 2 = "l Am Answering Your Call”

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Kathleen Oden remembers when
she purchased the first pieces of her
outdoor Christmas display her
daughter was in the 10th grade. That
daughter, Wenona, will turn 49 next
year.

Wade and Kathleen Oden have
lived in the house they built since
1976. Located on a gravel road just
off County Highway 81, the Oden
home becomes a holiday wonder-
land each year thanks to Kathleen's
passion to continue something she

annual display a holiday must see

began more than three decades ago.

To simply describe the Oden's
large front yard as a 'Christmas dis-
play' is an understatement. There
are hundreds of beautiful Christmas
characters, from a nativity scene to
Snoopy to the Coca-Cola polar
bears. The multi-colored lights are a
spectacle to see.

And it's all on display for other fam-
ilies to enjoy. No admission. No
donation box. Just a way for one
family to help make the holiday sea-
son special for many others. And it's
a labor of love for Oden.

“| started when (my daughter) was

See ‘ODEN,’ Page 8

‘Meet & Treat' includes treats,
characters, story of Christmas

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

One Phil Campbell family is hosting
a special Christmas 'Meet & Treat'
and you're invited!

Adam and Lesley McCollum, along
with a host of family members, will
hold this drive-thru event at their
home on Saturday, December 17,
from 6-8 p.m., at 5075 Gravel Hill
Road, approximately 15 minutes
south of Russellville.

There will be seven of your favorite
Christmas characters on site to meet
vehicles for pictures, including the
Grinch, Cindy Lou Who, Santa and
Mrs. Claus, Rudolph, Hermie and
Shimmer, the real-life EIf on a Shelf!

The characters will greet guests

and pass out treats along with a
short message that shares the story
of Christmas.

It's a free event. It will be drive-thru
though, so characters will come up to
cars and visitors are asked to stay in
their vehicles, both to keep the line
moving and for safety reasons.

Adam said his parents always dec-
orated their home with a large
Christmas lights display, so he and
Lesley continued that tradition, with a
bit of a twist, after they married in
2018.

“It was a small event in 2019,
where my wife and | stood outside
and greeted people. In 2020, we had
hundreds of cars show up,” Adam
said. “During that COVID year,
everything had shut down and peo-

See ‘MCCOLLUM,’ Page 5

Our team is ready to serve youl!

D:ENT 1S

\J V
531 St. Clair St., Russellville
Call 256.332.6888 to schedule your appointment today!

SINGING RIVER

SingingRiverDentistry.com
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Taking care of
your family’s

dental needs

= Brett M. Bowen, DDS
Bowen
Family

Dentist
243 Underwood RoaI;Xiussellvule 256 332 4000

5", FAMlLY DENTISTRY
Mike McLeary, DDS |

Mon., Tues, Thu., 8-5, Wed. 8-2 |
256.332.6073 :
510 Engle Dr, » Russellville
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Paparazzi Jewelry
Scentsy Candles
New Christmas Decor
Christmas Gifts & More!




NOW HIRING

Starting wages of
$17 per hour up to
$22.30 per hour with
incentive!!

Benefits include: Medical, Dental, Vision,
Vacation, Holidays, 401K and Night Shift
Incentive and Opportunities for Advancement!

Join the Pilgrim’s team by
applying in person at our plant on

2045 Hwy. 244 in Russellville,
or online at www.pilgrimsusa.com.
Call 256-768-3707 for more information!

Pilgrim’s is an Equal
Opportunity Employer,
M/F/VID.

PREDATOR
PEST CONTROL

“The Insect Predator”

Eddie Deaton
(256) 627-1996

Toll Free 1-888-832-5405
(662) 862-5631 (662) 840-4055

Village at Oliver Place

Apartments & Townhomes
Water included startmg at:

205.993.5005.

* Pike Avenue * Phil Campbell
TDD (Hearing impaired) 800.548.2546
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‘ A | Monuments are Designed &
' ~ Lettered in our local shop.
On-site Engraving & Sandblasting

Franklin County’s Home Owned and
Operated Monument Dealer!

D
) Grant & Beverly Atkins

403 East Lawrence Street
Russellville, Alabama

“In Memory of our loved ones...
brought to you by Atkins Marble and Granite Works
and Franklin Memory Gardens

Jimmy Rae Berry, 67, of Russellville, passed away on Friday,
December 9, 2022. Spry Memorial Chapel assisted the
family.

James Walker Stanley, 92, of Russellville, passed away
December 11, 2022. Arrangements will be announced by
Pinkard Funeral Home of Russellville.

Anthony Keith Harris, 62, Phil Campbell, AL. passed away
Saturday December 10, 2022. Pinkard Funeral Home assisted
the family.

Paulette McDougle Markham, 66, of Spruce Pine, passed
away December 11, 2022. Pinkard Funeral Home assisted the
family.

For updates on news
and sports through-
out the week, visit us
on the web at
www.franklinfreep-
ress.net! Send your
guest columns,
recipes, cartoon pan-
els, letters to the edi-
tor and other cre-
ative submissions to
franklinfreepress@y
ahoo.com.
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13 UCTH il Lu'

Brandon Seay, Owner
13365 Hwy. 243
Russellville Airport

(256) 436-0465

256.383.447 3 Ext. 2021
340 Cox Blvd * Sheffield, AL
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My take on this: Hoping each of you meet your special person

Gail Motes
Franklin Free Press

Hi my precious followers! | hope your day is going good or you have
had a good day. It depends when you are reading this. Just choose the
one that works for you.

I have a sweet story to share with you today. I've heard

of 'love at first sight,' and it happened to me a few days ™
ago.
| am over renting the Spruce Pine Community Center. f@

By the way, there is no need to ask for a Saturday or ;
Sunday in December, because it's not available. : ’ 4
As soon as | walked into the building, | was looking at
the big blue eyes and a sweet smile of the cutest little G ailM Ote's

boy. The building had been rented for his two-year-old
birthday party.

We started a conversation with giggles and smiles for each other. | had
stopped by to make sure there was toilet tissue and paper towels in the
bathrooms. This cute little boy followed me and made every step | did
and just like that we became head over heels in love for each other.

With my small task completed, | talked a few minutes to his mother and
found out his name was Brayden. As | turned to leave, Brayden grabbed
my hand and started leading me.

Without hesitation, | held on to that precious little hand and asked
where we were going. He wasn't telling me. One thing I've learned is ask-
ing that question never gets the location. The number one response is
'You'll see!

Within seconds, | found out his plan and his motive. He guided me into
the ladies restroom. He let go of my hand and turned and walked out of
the door, closing it behind him. | had been captured by a two-year-old
and it was the sweetest honor to be standing behind a closed bathroom
door.

Franklin
Free Press

113 Washington Ave. NW
Russellville, AL 35653
256-332-0255
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When he opened the door to my captivity, those big blue eyes were
sparking. | heard the most precious giggle and saw a smile that melted
my heart. Just like that, we both knew it was 'love at first sight.'

As | headed to leave, | stopped and we hugged and said our goodbyes.
Later, at home while watching television, | couldn't get my mind off
Brayden. He was the sweetest young man.

It was important to me that | gave him something to remember me by
and | knew what | wanted to do.

| went outside and got a toy dump truck that my boys had played with
many years ago. It was a heavy duty yellow dump truck by Mighty
Wheels. It had a metal bed. | cleaned and bleached it and could hardly
wait to go back to close the center after his birthday party!

His reaction was priceless! Once again, those big blue eyes got even
bigger. That big smile and his excitement warmed my heart.

| had written on the bottom of the truck using a permanent marker my
name and the date. | requested that his mother take a picture of us and
the dump truck.

| sat down on that center floor and sat him in my lap, just as | had my
boys at that age. | was gritting my teeth and hugging him tight and telling
him over and over that | loved him.

His mother expressed her gratitude by telling me she would send
videos of him playing with it.

Later that night, | received a picture of a freshly bathed Brayden sitting
backwards on his truck wearing only a diaper and a smile.

That little two-year-old holds my heart and my love. The sweetest part
of that memory was that he loved me too!

In closing, | wish for each of you to meet a special person and feel the
joy that | will always remember.

Please, take care and as always,

Until later.............c.cc......

il
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Wood- Thompson Insurance
130 North Jackson Ave * Russellville

Mon-Tue-Thu-Fri. 8:5 + Wed. 8-noon + Sat. 9-noon
[ ‘ | £




“Healthy Living
IS
Happy Living!”

Introducing:
Dr. Christopher
Rankin

* Primary Care Physician
» Medical Check-Ups & Consultations
* Health Screenings

256.331.2700
16225 Hwy 43 - Suite |

.l RUSSELLVILLE
l. HOSPITAL

“Eye Care & Eye Wear for
Your Unique Lifestyle”

256-332-5440
15255 Hwy 43
Russellville )

e e 7

.

ety

EyeCareProfessionals

Miranda Decker, M.D.
INTERNAL MEDICINE

Comprehensive Adult
Health Care

Rus_se_llville Internal
Medicine, P.C.

535 Gandy Street NE
Russellville, AL 35653

256-332-1120

Mon-Thur
8-5

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

You won't hear many high school students describe going to medical
school as a 'fallback plan.'

For Russellville High School junior Elijah Racz, though, that's exactly how
he described a career in medicine—a 'fallback’ in case professional theater
doesn't work out.

Based on Racz' recent success at a statewide theater festival, he just
might have to put medical school on the
shelf, at least for a while.

Racz placed first from more than 30
students across Alabama in the category _
of solo comedic musical at the WalterIW‘NTk—El
Trumbauer High School Theatre Festival,
held earlier this month on the campus of
Troy University. i

Racz performed The Ballad of
Farquaad from Shrek: The Musical, in the
division of solo comedic musical 1975-
2014. The range of years represents the;“}"ﬂﬂ
era each performer's piece came from, in’ sws
Racz' case, 1975-2014.

He earned his way to the state champi-
onship festival after advancing out of the)
Trumbauer High School Divisional com-
petition, held in November at Hartselle
High School. ‘

Racz also competed in the monologue
category, where he earned a superior rat-
ing, just short of qualifying him for state in
that category as well.

He discovered the song after watching
Shrek: The Musical on Netflix. The song resonated with Racz, and he pur-
chased the album and listened to it whenever he was driving his car.

Performed by Lord Farquaad in Shrek, the song gives the audience some
insight about Farquaad's volatile relationship with his father.

“When | sing it, | try to be really expressive,” Racz said. “It's a song about
his dad and what he wants to do when he becomes king and gets a queen
of his own. | try to be kind of overanimated.”

Racz did not use different character voices in his three-and-a-half minute
performance. Instead, he sang in his voice and relied on its quality, along
with some theatrics and animation during his performance.

Racz' first place finish is all the more special, considering he almost didn't
compete at the district level due to the flu bug. And, although he recognized
the level of talent he was surrounded by in other competitors, Racz wasn't
nervous at all as he prepared for the Trumbauer state finals.

“I went to district feeling sick the whole time, so | was proud of myself for
actually making it to state. | really didn't think | was good enough to qualify
for state, but when | got there, there were people speaking and doing
monologues all over the (Troy University) campus, and they were amaz-
ing,” Racz said.

The Trumbauer Theatre Festival began in 1940. It consists of 30 individ-
ual events, a one act play festival, a studio theatre one act play festival, all
for high school students in Alabama. There are also scholarship auditions
for students as well as college screening for high school seniors.

Racz, the son of Esther Racz, is a veteran of local theater. He performed
in the 2021 Roxy Theatre's Christmas Spectacular, The Roxy's Salute to
Broadway in 2022, and he was cast into two shows at the Shoals
Community Theatre, The Wizard of Oz and 9 to 5, last summer.

Racz said he's thankful for the support and dedication of RHS drama
teacher Patrice Smith and vocal teacher Aaron Freeman. He's in Smith's
Advanced Placement (AP) Language and Composition class and will be in
Smith's musical theater course this spring.

Russellville businesswoman Anna Carol Porter got to know Racz through
their mutual interest in theater. She's performed in some of the same shows
Racz has, and his personality and talent stood out.

“He is an outstanding young man who is super-talented and seems to be
able to jump into character and start acting with ease,” Porter said. “He is
so respectful and mature, in addition to being very talented.”

When he's not winning state championships in theater, attending
Russellville High School and taking part in community theater, Racz also
has a part-time job at Sonic Restaurant.

Racz would love to do professional theater, tour with a theater company
and one day perform on Broadway.

He plans to attend a four-year university and pursue a dual major in Fine
Arts and........ Chemistry, just in case the theater thing doesn't work out.
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ple had nothing to do and this was a drive-thru event. It fit with the time
and the last couple years have been a blessing to use and we hope to
the community as well.”

While the characters are fun to interact with, and the treats are deli-
cious, the real reason for the event is to share the message about our
Savior.

“Christmas
with the
McCollums is a &
way for our
family to
spread the light &=
of Jesus and &=
the message of
Christmas with
as many peo-
ple as we can,”
Adam said.
“We want to
use our home
to honor the
birth of Christ
our King and
the Savior of all
first and fore-
most.

“Come celebrate the Nativity with your family this Christmas and while
you're here, we hope you enjoy some of your favorite Christmas scenes,
including Toy Story, Charlie Brown, the Smurfs and more,” he added.

McCollum said the 'Meet and Treat' event is an opportunity to share
the love and light of Jesus.

“It's a way we were able to find as a good ministry opportunity,” Adam
said. “This may be the one shot a year that someone gets to experience
Jesus and if this is it, we want to go all out and give them that chance.”

You can find more information about the December 17 event by visiting
the 'Christmas with The McCollums' Facebook page. For those who

RURREINSIIB Natural Gas Appliance

Gas Board

Call for details
256.332.2020

Space ...

Rebate of

300 /g4 0

* Can finance 100% of
installation costs
* Monthly loan payment
added to utility bill
* Quick approval process

from Page 1

share and like the post, the McCollums will select one person to receive
a special Christmas gift pack.

There may be a line of cars, so you'll have to be patient. But as you
wait to enter the 'Meet and Treat,' you can enjoy a beautiful Christmas
lights display at the home of the Bell family, which is on the way to the
McCollum's home.

Directions from Russellville to 5075 Gravel Hill Road: Take 43 south to
top of Spruce Pine Mountain. At caution light, turn right onto Hwy. 43
toward Hackleburg. Go 3.7 miles and turn right onto Gravel Hill Road by
Backwoods Fish Camp. Go 1.9 miles and the home is on the right. While
on Gravel Hill Road, stay right at the sharp curve where the road forks
and travel .75 miles to the driveway on the right.

-

South Jackson Ave * 256-332-3535

Loan Features:

* No prepayment penalty
* Must use licensed
contractor
* Available to residential
owner-occupied

o * Fixed rate loan terms are single-family and duplex
available up to 6 years homes
Clothes
S Home Water
i accnomca g I your iy rd Units
100 g iy v "’:2:;:.“"'.,,.‘“:."




HE NACOLG SENIORx MEDICATION ASSISTANCE PRO-
GRAM SUPPLIES FREE AND LOW COST MEDICATIONS FOR
256 398 8751 ANYONE IN ALABAMA WITH A DISABILITY OR A CHRONIC ILLNESS
WNVEXEFXS RO RIRVATN I REGARDLESS OF AGE THAT REQUIRES DAILY MEDICATION.

B : MEDICARE RECIPIENTS MAY ALSO BE ELIGIBLE. FOR MORE INFOR-
2016 Expedition - . MATION CONTACT NACOLG SENIORx TODAY. THERE IS NO CHARGE
Limited, FOR THIS SERVICE.1-800-AGELINE (1-800-243-5463) 256-389-0530

126,039 miles. ) | PAULA PARDUE 256-389-0529 THIS PROGRAM IS IN PARTNERSHIP
$22,000 | « ¥ WITH THE STATE OF ALABAMA AND ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF SEN-
/ . IOR

he Senior Center at Phil Campbell is under new management.

The Town of Phil Campbell would like to invite and encourage
everyone in our area that is 60 years and older to come be a part of the
group. This is for men and women. They meet at the Phil Campbell
Community Center Monday thru Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00. A delicious
lunch is served around 11:00 a.m. Come on out and join in on the games
or just sit and have a cup of coffee and socialize!! So if you, your parents,
grandparents or your neighbor is 60 or older, pass the word and come out
and enjoy a morning of f

ussellville Masonic Lodge #371 is selling hams for Christmas.

Pickup is Friday, December 23, between 8-10 a.m., at the

“Let us help you find financing
for YOUR dream car!”

¢ Building Supplies for
Residential/Commercial

PI"'CliECtS Lodge on Coffee Avenue. Hams are $35 each and may be preordered by
o Metal Fabrication calling 256-810-1970.
= ou are invited to a special time of musical worship with New
® Custom HCII‘I:.:ISCUPIFIQ Ground, on Sunday, January 8, 2023, at 4 p.m., at North
¢ Qutdoor Kitchens Russellville Baptist Church. The church is located on Waterloo Road before

. . - . you get to Russellville High School. Pastor Jason Swinney and congrega-
Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5 Sat. 8:00-12 tion invite everyone to attend. A love offering will be taken.
2 56 - 332 R 8 1 8 1 We love to hear from you! Please send your guest columns,
H WY 43, Li | ttlevil |e cartoon panels, letters to the editor, recipes and other creative

submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

| Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
- First Presbyterian Church

Sat., Dec. 24+ 5 p.m.

Please join us for
this special time -
of worship and _
be blessed!

Dr. Kelly's BB
Urgent Care -|

Walk-In visits available. New 2023 Medicare Plan Expansion
We are available to screen in Franklin, Marion, and Winston counties

and test for COVID-19. 2B Annual Enrollment Period .
Oct15th-Dec7th s, ”

Call us for a Free review

of your NEW plan options @
MEDICARE y

INSURANCE SPECIALISTS
— the Shoally ——
Conner Sanderson (256) 648-5220 Kay Holland

Mon.-Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-3, Sun. 1-5
13150 Hwy. 43, Suite 10, Russellville

256-331-2092.

Serving your family for more than 30 years.
Family Practice, Pediatrics, Newborn Care.




Dare 2 Dance? Horence studio offers a funway to “move it, move it”

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

There's more to making exercise fun than just smiling while working out on
the treadmill.
Studies show the keys to sticking with exercise is to make it interesting and

enjoyable. =
Russellville  physi-

cian Dr. Miranda

Decker tells her

patients every day @SEs8
about the importancef; %
of activity in maintain-§
ing a healthy lifestyle.3
And that was a pri-
mary motivation for
Decker to return to
ballroom dance after
more than two
decades.

So Decker joined

COURTESY PHOTO
Dare 2 Dance, a pro-pare 2 Dance students enjoying a recent class

fessional ballroom
dance studio in Florence. Ballroom dancing is more than just good exercise,
she explained. It's about having fun, along with a social element as well.

When Decker relocated to Russellville many years ago, it was due, in part,
to the presence of a ballroom dance studio owned and operated by Dr. Yves
Morissette. The studio closed after Morissette's passing, and Decker never
found another dance outlet, until she visited Dare 2 Dance last year.

“Being a doctor, I'm always telling my patients to be active,” Decker said.
“Just like the movie Madagascar says, 'you've got to move it, move it' to
enjoy a healthy quality of life. That's really true regardless of age—young, old
or anywhere in between. So my intention was to get moving. Only a month
or two later, | had trimmed an inch off my waistline. As you keep moving, your
quality of life will improve.

“Dare 2 Dance is a good place with a fun, wholesome, safe environment to
get exercise and meet people,” she added.

Dare 2 Dance has locations in Columbia, Tn., and Florence. Both locations

Send your guest columns, recipes, cartoon panels, letters to the editor and
other creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

For updates on news and sports throughout the week, don’t forget to visit
us online at www.franklinfreepress.net!

“FCillrop

“‘Diner

2563988931
—

cUIN
\ SER Lunch
89\\2!\‘?,'.\:?'-- 11-2, Mon.-Fri., Sun
\Ne_, 40 )
fleat & 3 Veggies
$10.49 w/drink

Meat & 2 Veggies
$9.49 w/drink

4 Veg. Plate
$8.49 w/ drink

808 Ronnie McDowell Ave * Russellville

will host a Christmas Show on Saturday, December 17, at 7 p.m., at Venue
North in Lawrenceburg, Tn. Doors will open at 6 p.m., and advance tickets
may be purchased by calling 256-349-5335.

The Christmas Showcase will feature a variety of dance types performed
to Christmas songs.

“It's a great way to get people exposed to dance. You can only do what you
know about and this is a way to learn about ballroom dance,” Decker said.

The Florence studio is located at 803 N. Patterson Street. There are class-
es from beginner to advanced, along with themed parties each Friday
evening. Dare 2 Dance offers a free introductory package, with one 40-
minute lesson, one group class and one party. The introductory package
may be booked online at www.dare2danceflorence.com.

Dancing is much easier than it looks, and Dare 2 Dance instructors will tell
you the hardest step to take is the first one through the front door.

Whether looking for a fun way to exercise, a unique date night or a safe
way to meet new people, all you have to do is sign up for the free introduc-
tory package, and try it for yourself.

Just follow King Julian's lead in Madagascar, and 'move it, move it!'

-

“"Merry Christmas '
- Sen. Larry Stutts
Proudly Serving
Distriet Six in the
J/Alabama Senate
: &
Stiitts

DISTRICT 6




John Almirol, M.D.

Internal Medicine

“Over 22 Years Caring
for Franklin County.”
Mon-Thur: 8:30-5:00

\

SR ene®) Friday: 8:30-12:00
Medicare, Medicaid, Viva, BCBS, Humana,

and United Healthcare insurances accepted.

Specializing in preventing, diagnosing
and treating a wide variety of diseases
and health issues affecting adults.

Accepting new patients
| 256.331.1900

Tombighee Communications is
building in Franklin County!

We are offering the fastest
internet speeds in Alabama
and superior HD phone
services at affordable prices.

Ready to sign up?

www.freedomfiber.com
205-921-6712

‘ODEN, from Page 1

in high school and have been adding to it every year,” Oden said. “Some
years it's just a few new pieces and other years | add a lot.

“I usually try to get it up the day after Thanksgiving. But this year we had
some family come up from Florida and they wanted to see it, so | had it
ready for them on Thanksgiving night,” she added.

Preparation for the massive display begins before Halloween, as Kathleen
uses a week of vacation from her employer, Pilgrim's Hatchery, to prune the
small trees and bushes, mow the grass and start setting up the many exten-
sion cords to power up the lights.

Wade built a 18' x 24' building behind the Oden's house for Kathleen to
use for storing the hundreds of figures and decorations. Through the years,
that building filled up as the holiday display continued to grow, so there's a
second building now in
front of the house to pro-
vide additional storage.

As far as setting up the
display, Kathleen has
handled that by herself
for the most part, but
this year, she received a

Pest So|utips

big helping hand from . e .;\/////
her granddaughter S, ’ //
Alexis. ey \/3 v Y

“If she hadn't helpedj—
me this year, | probably
wouldn't have got it put
up. She came over and
worked until dark with
me,” Oden said.

The lighted Christmas
display is something
Oden started years ago
because she had a
friend who was really
crazy about Christmas

Pest & osquito

Control
sl 156-332-4008

“| started with lights, then went to wood items. I'd draw them out and my
husband cut them to shape. | had those out for years. Then | started doing
lighted figures and it just grew. | had no idea it would ever get this big,” Oden
said.

The Oden's circular driveway allows visitors to drive through the display at
a leisurely pace, and to stop and take photos.

The lights are on timers, and turn on after 5 p.m., each evening, and are
set to go off after 9 p.m., Oden said. She usually keeps the Christmas dis-
play up until a few days after Christmas, so there's still plenty of time to
enjoy it.

Oden's daughter said her mother always smiles when she hears about
another family enjoying the display.

“My mother truly loves doing this for the community. It makes her day when
| tell her someone mentioned to me how much their kids loved seeing the
lights,” Wenona said.

Occasionally, when someone tells her husband how much they love 'his'
Christmas display, Kathleen has to laugh.

“I'm used to people telling Wade how much they love it and they don't say
a word to me. | do all the work and he gets all the credit,” Oden said laugh-
ingly. But it's a labor of love. | love doing it, | really do.”

(Directions to the Oden's Christmas Display: From Russellville, take Hwy.
243 South to Cty. Hwy. 81, turn left (at Willi's Grocery/Gas). Turn right off 81
on first gravel road, Cherokee Road. That gravel road turns into Cherokee
Ridge and the Oden's address is 414 Cherokee Ridge. You'll see the lights
through the trees to light your way!)
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We love to hear from you! Send your guest
columns, recipes, cartoons, letters to the
t0 A\  editor and other creative submissions
to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

Bdito
For updates on news and sports
throughout the week, don't forget to check

<

us out online at franklinfreepress.net!



FRANKLIN DISCOUNT

DRUGS

OPEN |

In Phil camnne||l205 993-4554

Freellocal Ilelwerv'
convement

Mon.-Fri. 9-6
3145 Hwy 237
Phil Campbell

Next to Phil Campbeli
High School

Owner/Pharmacist
Wes Mayfield

For updates on news and sports throughout the week, don’t
forget to check us out on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!

14 Ford F150
$2000 Down
05 Acura TL
$1200 Down
02 Ford Expedition
$1200 Down
07 Toyota Camry | 02 Ford Explorer Sport

$1500 Down $800 Down
elledge.jeff@gmail.com

2506 Woodward Ave * Muscle Shoals
256.383.7979 « 256.710.3711

08 Ford Edge
$1500 Down
08 Ford Escape
$1500 Down
04 Buick Rendevous
$1500 Down

BUS ariver requests jury trial for DUI,
Reckiess Endangerment charges

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

A former bus driver for Franklin County Schools pled guilty last week to driv-
ing under the influence and 40 counts of reckless endangerment resulting
from her September 16,
2022 arrest while driving a
school bus route that
morning.

Rhonda Barksdale, 58,
entered the plea in
Franklin County District
Court, but her guilty plea
was soon erased as
Barksdale's attorney, Tim
Case of Florence, filed
notice of appeal to
Franklin County Circuit
Court.

That means Barksdale's
cases will now be tried in
front of a jury in Circuit
Court. When a defendant
appeals a conviction
(whether a guilty plea or a
verdict) from District Court
to Circuit Court, the defen-
dant is afforded a trial de

Control
novo, meaning the cases 256-332-4008

judge with no reference to the prior outcome in District Court.

Some media outlets incorrectly reported this week that Barksdale was sen-
tenced and would serve a two-year prison sentence. Her charges are all mis-
demeanors, so any jail time she might serve would be in the Franklin County
Jail. She faces a maximum of one year jail time per charge.

Barksdale was arrested the morning of September 16th after a motorist
called 911 to report a school bus being driven erratically. The motorist moved
in front of the bus and slowed down enough to get the bus to stop, according
to Franklin County Sheriff Shannon Oliver.

When deputies arrived at the intersection of Highway 48 and County Road
77, they had paramedics examine Barksdale to make sure she was not expe-
riencing a medical issue. They did not observe any indication of a medical
emergency, Oliver said.

A blood sample was taken from Barksdale after her arrest and sent to the
Alabama Department of Forensic Science to be tested. Franklin County
District Attorney Joey Rushing said the toxicology report showed the pres-
ence of .09 ethanol (alcohol), well above the limit of .02 for a commercial dri-
ver's license holder, along with amphetamines, Clonazepam and Zolpidem
(Ambien).

Barksdale, who was hired as a Franklin County bus driver less than a week
before her arrest, was fired by the Franklin County Board of Education at
Superintendent Greg Hamilton's recommendation later in the month.

The charges against Barksdale will be placed on a trial docket sometime
next year, Rushing said.

,

GIFT CARDS
Available

Pest Solutions
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Creative Image Salon
7129 Hwy 43 - Spruce Pine
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BUSINESS * LOST & FOUND * GARAGE SALES ¢« PETS * APPLIANCES * HELP WANTED « SERVICES « APPLIANCES * CLOTHING * FURNITURE

FOR SALE Two pairs of Golden
Steel Toed Retriever Pure
Sofa, Work Boots. ~ Bred Puppies WH@ ST o P
love seat, and Size 12. For Sale.
four chairs, McRae. Brand Vaccinated. |
and throw pil- New, in box. Ready for new e :
| . Mak $150 for both h I Mal
OWsoff(f‘r.e o pairs(.)rCaCI)I a%rgelfemae}ee Elder Abuse,
Call (256)412-  256-324-2407 ilable.
a82(47 ()1) (1) From $350. Neg lect &
Located in & & e
. Russellville. EXpIOltatlon l
Don Ennque Call 702-287-
1 4348. o 2
2) Submit a report to the
corina Fer NI (el il of Humm Resources
; - Bucket Work ¢ Stump Grindin N
ennqueshomes(@yahoo.com Waniing to p 8 Adult Protective
Pasture in For Rent 1 BR SerIceS DIV|S|On

1~l Russellville. Furnished
SEN'G'{E GEI‘IETNEE Please call 2BR/2BA Apartment in
256-627-9691 Apartment in Russellville

h AL I CCCEY, S < 1-800-458.7214
256-740-2356

E Red Bay
Hospital

WE MAKE IT EASY
FOR YOU TO STAY HOME!

CHOOSE RED BAY HOSPITAL'S OUTPATIENT SERVICES

$24 aps@dhr.alabama.gov

ECHOCARDIOGRAMS ® CAROTID DOPPLER STUDIES

ULTRASOUND ® X-RAY @ CT @ MRI

LAB ® IV INFUSIONS

PHYSICAL THERAPY

(256) 356-9532 |
HELENKELLER.COM/RED-BAY-HOSPITAL

MAMMOGRAPHY



Pnarr lands ‘dream joi’ with rrankiin Gounty's District Attorney's office

Lucas Shepherd
Guest Contributor

Franklin County has always held the tradition of law and order to a high
standard. That tradition continued on November 15 when District
Attorney-Elect Jeff Barksdale appointed Vina native Fallyn Pharr as the
new Franklin County Assistant District Attorney.

Barksdale will take office in January 2023, after he ran unopposed in
both the Republican Primary and the November 8 general election.

Pharr, a 2014 graduate of Vina
High School, attended the University of
North Alabama where she earned her
undergraduate degree with a double
major in Criminal Justice and Political
Science. Following her graduation, Pharr
was hired by Florence attorney Jamy
Poss.

The following year, Pharr enrolled at
Cumberland School of Law in ,
Birmingham where she received her Juris |
Doctorate in just two and a half years by |
taking summer courses.

Pharr, whose maiden name is Shotts, is
married to Taylor Pharr. They have one
seven-month old daughter.

Pharr laughingly recalled that her
first encounter with the idea of a career in
law came in the fourth grade when a
teacher mentioned how well she could
argue.

“l had a teacher in the fourth grade that told me that | would make
a great attorney one day, because | had a real knack for arguing. That
was my first real connection to the thought of a career in law, honestly, so
| started actually thinking about it, and it just stuck with me,” Pharr said.

The motivation for many young lawyers is the desire to help people who
otherwise would not have a voice in the legal system, and that also rings
true with Pharr.

“I love the idea of being an attorney, because it grants me the opportuni-
ty to help people in some way or another. | have the ability to help victims
receive justice, or to defend someone who is being wrongfully accused,”
Pharr said.

“It is meaningful and allows me to serve a purpose for people who, oth-
erwise, may not have honest representation,” she added.

Goal orientation is a pivotal part of any success story. Pharr was very
forthcoming with exactly what it was that she wanted to achieve in her
new position as Assistant District Attorney.

“Obviously, | want to help victims seek out proper justice, but beyond
that, | just want to do a good job for the people and the community that |
serve on a daily basis. | want to be a true and honest voice for the peo-
ple. Not only that, but | want to work side by side with our local law
enforcement to make sure they know that the job they do is greatly appre-
ciated. Overall, | want the community to feel that they are as safe as pos-
sible,” Pharr said.

As an Assistant District Attorney in Franklin County, Pharr has realized
her major career goal and she's appreciative, and excited, about the
opportunity.

“My goal was to always be a District Attorney, or at least an Assistant
District Attorney and | have achieved that. My focus is solely on doing the
job I've been assigned and doing it well. I'm not looking, at this point, to
‘climb the ladder’. I'm happy right where | am,” Pharr said.

Pursuing a degree in something as intricate as law is bound to come
with some form of stress or another, but for Pharr, it was not nearly as dif-
ficult as some would imagine.

“I had struggles, but not like you would really think. There was a lot of
pressure academically, but not so much from other sources. | had a great
community behind me that supported my journey to success. | have a
great husband who encouraged me through the entirety of my educational
completion. That definitely made it easier on me. | have been very
blessed all the way through the process of answering a calling,” Pharr
said.

The community plays a major role not only in the position of Assistant
District Attorney, but to Pharr personally. She took time to express how
vital it was for the community as a whole to know how much this privilege
to serve means to her.

“I just want them to know that | am here for them in any way that they
might need me to be. | want to help them any way that | can,” Pharr said.

“A degree like mine would have allowed me to go anywhere and do
anything that | wanted to, but | purposefully chose to stay here, so that |
could invest in my own district, because it means that much to me,” she

Fallyn Pharr

added.

Pharr took ample time to express her gratitude to those who made this
opportunity possible and as easy as it could be for her.

“Firstly, | just want to thank my parents. They’ve helped so much along
the way it has meant so much to me. | want to thank my husband for
being so supportive and always believing in me. Obviously, a big thank
you to Jeff (Barksdale), Mandy (Barksdale), and Joey (Rushing) for wel-
coming me, so kindly, into the Franklin County District Attorney’s Office.
They have made this transition process so easy for me,” she added.

Pharr officially started her new position with the Franklin County District
Attorney’s Office on November 15, 2022.

GENERAL NOTICE ANNOUNCEMENT
CITY OF RUSSELLVILLE
PATROL OFFICER - POLICE DEPARTMENT

DEFINITION OF JOB: Patrols a designated sector of the city of Russellville
and responds to complaints. Serves warrants and subpoenas and testifies in
court. Provides traffic control assistance. Performs dispatching duties.
Performs other police related duties as required.

REQUIRED KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS AND ABILITIES:

Knowledge of: the city buildings and street system of Russellville; city, state
and federal laws; court procedures; department rules, regulations and proce-
dures; maintenance and use of weapons; radio codes, surveillance equip-
ment and legal procedures involved with illegal drug cases.

Ability to: operate a motor vehicle; read; safely fire a weapon; communicate
on telephone and radio; generate written documents such as reports and
tickets; bend, crouch; stretch; stretch; walk; run; respond to emergency situ-
ations on short notice when off-duty; and do the essential functions of the
job as directed in this description.

Willingness to: work overtime, irregular hours, weekends and holidays; travel
and attend seminars and workshops.

QUALIFICATIONS and SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS:
Possession of a high school diploma or GED
Minimum of 21 years of age
Must meet or exceed the minimum requirements established by the State of
Alabama Peace Officers Standards and Training Commission
Possession of a valid Alabama Drivers License
Possess the ability to obtain an Alabama Police Academy diploma or its
equivalent
THE CITY OF RUSSELLVILLE IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER.
ALL QUALIFIED APPLICANTS WILL RECEIVE CONSIDERATION WITHOUT
REGARD TO RACE, RELIGION, COLOR, SEX, NATIONAL ORIGIN, POLITI-
CAL AFFILIATION, DISABILITY, OR ANY OTHER NON-MERIT FACTOR. THE
CITY OF RUSSELLVILLE ENCOURAGES APPLICATIONS FOR POSITIONS IN
ALL PROTECTIVE SERVICE DEPARTMENTS FROM WOMEN IN AN
ATTEMPT TO INCREASE THEIR REPRESENTATION IS PROTECTIVE SERV-
ICE DEPARTMENTS.

Pay Range is from $36,145.20 — 55,781.83.

Applications and copies of the Job Descriptions may be obtained at the
Russellville City Hall, Office of the Mayor, 304 North Jackson Avenue.
Applications submitted to the Russellville Civil Service Board less than one
year ago remain active. Those individuals need not reapply in order to
receive consideration for this appointment. Applications must be returned no
later than January 6, 2023 by U.S. Malil to:

The Russellville Civil Service Board
P. O. Box 308
Russellville, AL 35653
The appointees will be required to successfully complete a physical examina-
tion including drug and alcohol screening prior to employment.
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Russellville City School Board of Education. Front Row, from left: Kim Clonts, Greg Trapp,
Superintendent Heath Grimes. Back Row, from left: Radford Hester, Jerry Groce and Greg Batchelor.

Contact our central office at 256.331.2000
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Belgreen hests Waterloo 51-23

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Coach Marty Cooper's Belgreen Bulldogs boys
varsity basketball team evened their record at 6-6
with a 51-23 win over Waterloo Friday night.

Braycen Johnson led the way for Belgreen with | | ‘
23 points, including 16 in the second half. Austin “ PERIOZ
James scored 13 and Will King added nine for the . e rous BB
Bulldogs. Belgreen led 14-2 after one quarter, and :ij
24-6 at halftime, as all 11 players logged playing
time for the Bulldogs. In addition to the Waterloo
win, Belgreen defeated Tharptown on December 6
by a score of 56-52. James' 22 points and
Johnson's 20 led the way for Belgreen. The
Bulldogs led 26-24 at halftime, and the game
remained close after three quarters, with Belgreen
holding a 41-38 lead. Tharptown's balanced scor-
ing was led by Edwin Vela's 13 points. Dylan
Valdez had 12, Jackson Clement 10 and Malachi
Minor 9.

The Bulldogs lost on December 5 to Phil
Campbell, 50-34. Three Bobcats had double digits
to lead Phil Campbell's balanced attack. Kyle Pace
had 13, and Sage Raper and Bryant Hyde 10
apiece. On December 8, Belgreen lost to Addison,
67-42. James had four three-point field goals
against Addison as part of his team-leading 18
points. Belgreen will travel to Cherokee Thursday,
Dec. 15 and will host Hackleburg the next night,
with boys and girls varsity games both evenings.

Coach Chad Green's Belgreen girls varsity team
went 1-2 in its three games last week. The
Bulldogs defeated Tharptown 50-21, led by Dacota
Green's 21. Noelle Wilingham added nine and
Bryn Scott seven in the win.

On Monday, Phil Campbell defeated Belgreen
53-50. Hannah Welborn led Phil Campbell with 15,

./-.x.// : //T// IJ/A.-

Hester W|th the 2022- 2023 Vina girls varS|ty basketball team

But the feeling for the team was that of excite-
ment, not for themselves, but for their coach, as
the defeat of the She Bears was Hester's 200th
career win as a varsity basketball coach.

There was no ceremony after the game. Only
the coach and his players knew of the milestone,

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

As the Vina girls varsity basketball team walked
off the court last Monday night, most of the fans
left knowing the Red Devils had defeated Phillips

and Green poured in 21 for the Bulldogs in a losing
effort. On Friday, Belgreen started slow, scoring
only eight points in each of the first two quarters, en
route to a 59-52 loss to Waterloo.

The Bulldogs rallied in the second half, outscor-
ing the Cougars 36-23.

Green's team will travel to Cherokee Thursday,
followed by a home game with Hackleburg Friday
night. Belgreen will play in the Winston County
Tournament starting Monday, Dec. 19.

Vargas Roofing &
Home Remodeling

>

Shingle & Metal Roofs,
Vinyl Siding, Drywall
and Much More.
Freddy Vargas
256.668.7715

Licensed ¢ Insured * Jeremiah 29:11

67-52.

and that was fine with Hester.
See, ‘HESTER,’ page 14

18 Golden Tigers named All-Region 8-9A

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

When a football team plows through its region
schedule undefeated, it would seem likely that
team would be well-represented in the All-Region
team.

And that's exactly the case for the Russellville
Golden Tigers, who had 12 first team All-Region
8-5A players and six Honorable Mention All-
Region 8-5A players when the results were
announced last week.

Coach John Ritter's team finished 7-5 overall
and 6-0 in Region 8 play. Incredibly, the Golden
Tiger defense gave up only 28 points in its six
region games. That's an average of less than five
points, a number that will win you a lot of football
games.

“That is a testament to how we played in giving
up only 28 points in Region 8 games,” Ritter said.
“Strength of our Region aside, that's a pretty diffi-
cult thing for a defense to do.

Golden Tiger defensive players who earned a

spot on the All-Region First Team included Banks
Langston (DB),
Green (LB) JT Hill (DL), Matthew James (DL) and
Martin Tomas (LB).

River Richardson (DL), Devin

Russellville also had four Honorable Mention

All-Region honorees, including Malachi Duncan
(LB), Nicklaus Pounders (LB), Richard Scott
(DB/P) and Jah Williams (S).

“For the year, we gave up an average of 15.5

points per game,” Ritter said. “That's a total of
186 points with a very tough schedule that includ-
ed Deshler, Mars Hill, Athens and 7A Grissom. I'm
very proud of our defensive effort this year.”

Quarterback Harrison Burch (in 11 games)

completed 115 of 198 passes for 2,349 yards, 25
touchdowns and only four interceptions. That's a
20.4 yard average per completion and a QB rat-
ing of 131.1. You might know much about QB rat-
ings, but trust us, a 131.1 is outstanding.

Senior Conner Warhurst ran the ball 161 times

for 1,426 yards (an 8.9 yard average per attempt)

See, ‘REGION,’ page 15
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w‘g/ Hester is on his second stint as Vina girls' varsity coach and his 16th year

of coaching. Hester led the Vina program from 1997-2002, and took over

again in 2015. He also coached varsity girls basketball at Belgreen from
2011-2014. The Phillips win put Hester's career record at 200-194, an
impressive mark for a coach at one of the state's smallest schools.

“| appreciate the girls' effort on this team. They are the ones who did this,”

M I ke M c Lea ry, D DS Hester said. “We are having a good season and are 6-4 on a kind of rebuild-

ing year, so the girls are really doing a good job.”

Franklin County Superintendent of Education Greg Hamilton, a former
Vina coach, congratulated Hester on 200 wins.

“I'm proud of Coach Hester's accomplishment. To win consistently at a
small school is no easy task,” Hamilton said. “He works hard to make the
girls' basketball program at Vina successful.”

In the Phillips game, senior Kaitlyn Athey led Vina with 23 points. Khylee
Brooks had 12 and Sara Harper 11 points with 10 rebounds.

After a 56-41 loss Tuesday to Hackleburg, Vina improved to 6-4 with a 67-
39 win at Tremont, Miss., Saturday night.

Harper led Vina with 20 points and seven assists. Athley canned five
three-pointers as part of her 19 points and Kaley Attaway had eight points
and 12 rebounds.

The Red Devils' schedule this week includes a road game at Brilliant and
a home game against St. Bernard on December 15.

Vina's Junior High Girls Team is enjoying an outstanding season, with 11
wins and a top eighth grade seed entering this weekend's Franklin County

Junior Tournament. Vina will play the winner of the Red Bay-Belgreen for
the county title.

Coach Abby Ward's team defeated Phillips 37-2, paced by Harleigh
Ridge's 14 points and Brooklyn McEuen's 10. Their 11th win was a 32-22
defeat of Hackleburg.

In a 26-20 defeat of Hubbertville, Vina was led by Braxtyn Quinn's 12
points and Layla Hester's 11.

In a 32-26 victory over Belgreen, McEuen led the Red Devils with 14.
Quinn had eight and Hester six points.

In a 40-23 win over Covenant Christian, Vina was led by Makenzie Elrod
with 12 points, Miranda King's 11 and Kari Harper's eight.

Ward's junior varsity Vina girls will face Phil Campbell in the county cham-
pionship game.

Where Everybody

Knows Jour [Name...£#

Russellville Dental Care is now
Russellville Family Dentistry.
We welcome Dr. McLeary
to Russellville. We are
honoring all “Smile With Us”
plans purchased through
Russellville Dental Care.

256.332.6073

510 Engle Dr. SE
Mon., Tue., Thu., 8-5, Wed. 8-2

E¥ A

FREE Local Delivery
FREE Curbside Assistance

Mail Order Delivery*




ONLINE AUCTION

REAL ESTATE: Begins closing at 5:PM Thurs., December 15th
PER. PROP: Begins closing at 6:PM Thurs, December 15th

- 348 County Road 91, Russellville, Alabama -
24 Ac+/- with 3 Homes & Per. Property

-"-;; - 2 = ',-‘i%.':"*%'f-.: 7" O e _‘I "E' ]

ps for more information 256-710-268_3}

m Shane Albright Auctions
¥\ Shane Albright Owner/Broker/Auctioneer AL#1569 TN#5431
e) 6508 US-72, Killen, AL 35645

AL PHONE 256-757-8898 TN PHONE 931-762-5134

‘REGION, from Page 13

and 21 touchdowns.

Senior wideout Randall Johnson amassed 1,130 all-purpose yards for an
average of 102.7 per game. He hauled in 39 receptions for 1,073 yards and
13 touchdowns.

Warhurst, Burch and Johnson joined teammates Grayson Murray (OL),
Tilmon Baker (FB) and Bralynn Vincent (WR) on the All-Region 8-5A First
Team.

Warhurst also received the Region 8-5A Offensive Skill Position Most
Valuable Player and Murray the Offensive Line Most Valuable Player.

Interestingly, Vincent, who had only eight receptions for 97 yards this sea-
son, was nominated by three other Region 8 coaches because of his out-
standing blocking. When a wide receiver stands out to three coaches
because of his blocking, that's an unselfish player doing his job every play,
whether his number is called or not.

Baker, whose H-back position primarily involves blocking, was another
Golden Tiger whose 'team first' mentality earned him a spot on the All-Region
Team.

Sophomore Neyland Baker (OL) was also named Honorable Mention
Region 8-5A, to round out the 18 Golden Tiger honorees. Of those 18, seven
were seniors: Warhurst, Murray, T. Baker, Johnson, Langston, Richardson
and Cartee.

It's a senior class that includes the team's leading rusher and receiver. And
it's a group Ritter will always admire for their workmanlike leadership.

“It's the way they approached every game—they got down 0-2 and never
panicked. Their mental approach to each game remained the same and the
never got complacent,” Ritter said. “They did a good job in practice, in playing
and in their role of being team leaders.

“We put a really good product on the field that was fun to watch. Their effort
was fun to watch in practice, and fun for our fans to see on Friday nights,” he
added.

For updates on news and sports throughout the week, don’t
forget to check us out on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!

It's Your Choice,

" Atthe scene of an accidentor
breakdown, tell law enforcement
you want M & N Towing!

We offer local pick up for service
: & maintenance! )
TOWING & SERVICE CENTER

11833 Hwy 43 South « Russellville, AL 35653

256.332.7279



RUSSELLVILLE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH PRESENTS

A WALK THRU

DFCF‘]\ABFR TOURS BEGIN EVERY 10 MINUTES

13 14 15”' FROM 6 UNTIL 8:30 EACH NIGHT
¥ > TOURS LAST ABOUT 40 MINUTES

ADMISSION: FREE

RESERVATIONS ARE SUGGESTED
FOLLOW QR CODE OR TEXT (205)529-5908

Walk Through Bethlehem is a FREE outdoor adventure that takes you back to the time of Christ’s birth, over
two thousand years ago. We try to recreate what Bethlehem might have been like the night that Jesus was
born. A guide will escort you to the city where you'll be immersed in the sights, sounds, and smells of ancient
Bethlehem. You'll encounter Roman soldiers, beggars, shopkeepers, live animals, real camels, shepherds, and
foreign kings before finding the Baby Jesus in the manger. Although the back alleys of Russellville make for the
perfect backdrop, please be aware, the uneven paths may be difficult for some.

Gcommunity Spirit Bank ¥P named to sarret School of

Banking Board of Regents
Submitted

The Paul W. Barret Jr. School of Banking announced that Tammy
Montgomery, executive vice president, COO,
and human resource manager of Community
Spirit Bank in Red Bay, Ala., was elected to
serve on Barret School of Banking’s 2022-
2023 Board of Regents.

Barret, established in 1972, provides bank-
ing education for graduates and participates
in more than 38 states. And is dedicated to
helping banking students excel in receiving
an excellent community bank educational
experience to benefit both the student and
their sponsoring community bank employer.
Their mission is to provide a world-class
learning experience for the career-oriented
individual in commercial banking or related
financial services industry business.

Montgomery’s position on the Board of
Regents is amongst some of the leading
bank professionals from around the country who volunteer their time and
diverse perspectives from within the industry to ensure the community
banking industry benefits from Barret's programming.

They are involved in strategic planning, curriculum review, budget over-
sight, new programming development, scheduling the annual lecture series,
and promoting Barret within their banks and state organizations.

“Tammy is an exceptional community bank leader who has dedicated time
and resources to advance Barret’'s mission to help train up the next gener-
ation of community bank leaders,” said Community Spirit Bank president
and CEO Brad M. Bolton.

“We are honored that the Barret Banking board has appointed her and
that she has accepted this appointment to represent the needs of commu-
nity bank-focused learning. We thank her for volunteering to serve in
ensuring a bright future for bank education and the communities and cus-
tomers they serve,” he added.

Tammy Montgomery

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC, INTERIOR DESIGNERS, EVENT PLANNERS, AND FURNITURE RETAILERS

V

DISTINCTIVE
P DESIGNS

Distinctive Designs is closing business after 46 years!

Besides the hand-crafted Holiday decorations and award-winning

florals, plants and trees we're renowned for, we're liquidating

hundreds of additional furniture and décor items through our

Factory Showroom in the Russellville Industrial Park:

vvvyvVvyvVvywyy

Vintage Furniture, Farmhouse Tables, Trunks

Architectural Decor, Framed Artwork & Mirrors
High-Style Lamps, Sconces,
Containers: Glassware, Pottery, Urns, Basketry Closeout

Hutches, Sideboards, Buffets Pricing
Continues

on all items!

Indoor & Outdoor Planters
Plant Stands, Pedestals
all at closeout prices!

Russellville Industrial Park « 120 Sibley Drive, Russellville, AL

Monday - Friday « 9:00 am - 5:00 pm
256-332-7390 - www.DistinctiveDesigns.com



John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Shawn Hines is one of those firemen that Russellville Fire Department
Chief Joe Mansell loves to have on his team.

Hines, a Firefighter/EMT who came to the RFD in 2020 after starting his
firefighting career with the City of Sheffield, sees something that needs to
be done, and he does
it. It's a simple philoso-
phy, but one that
Mansell appreciates.

And it's that type of
work ethic that recently
earned Hines the 2022
Russellville Firefighter
of the Year Award. The §
award is presented
annually to one fireman | ,
who stands out among 5
his peers. The award is Jig
voted on by his fellow ==
firefighters, so Hines'
extra efforts did not go §

unnoticed by his
coworkers.

Carson Pace was
named the 2022
Russellville Fire
Department Volunteer
of the Year, Mansell
said.

The awards were pre-
sented at the depart-
ment's Christmas dinner last week.

Mansell was impressed from the first day Hines went to work for his

| culliSTis
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’ ogers
“Bowling,pc.
303 N. Jackson

esenta is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed is
greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers

department. Hines is a family man who acts and speaks to others with
respect. Hines and his wife Savannah have two children, Chance and
Lakely.

“He is very polite and respectful,” Mansell said of Hines. “It's 'yes sir, no sir'
and you just don't see much of that these days. We're blessed to have him
as part of our department and he's well-deserving of this honor.”

Mansell said it's important for the department's future to have a mix of
younger firefighters with older, experienced employees.

“We're hitting the age where several of the guys are near retirement, so
Shawn will definitely be moving up the ranks in the near future. He's got a
bright career with the Russellville Fire Department,” Mansell said.

-,

Tune in to WGOL 100.7 FM to hear “Real Estate Tips with
Willodean™ weekdays at 8 am. and 12 pm. Dawis is the
owner/broker of Davis Realty & Associates in Russellville.

Davis Realty & Assoc. Inc.
“We aell cmgz“r»‘r’a:lf,g wuden the Suun!
Pick up your FREE copy of the
Franklin Free Press at GJ'silt

GROCERY

FISHING
SUPPLIES

DELI
256-332-1324

Fo

@< Full Service Deli w/ Breakfast
& Lunch Plates

&< Ethanol-Free Gas

&< Hunting/Fishing Licenses

&< Fishing Supplies/ Live Bait

14545 AL 187 @
Intersection of AL 24




243 hridge replacement project

John Pilati Y VY
Franklin Free Press

The State of Alabama is asking for public input on a proposed bridge

replacement project on Alabama 243 south of Russellville.
Signs were posted south and north of the bridge earlier this month inviting

public input, which can be made onllne at www.aldotinvolved.com.

That web site, maintained
by the Alabama

Department of f L

Transportation, lists pend- el A

ing projects and allows for .-

comments to be made [Eil - S g~ —

through the site. S — . :
The 1.3 mile project callsf R :

for the bridge that travels;

over Cedar Creek to be| P
replaced. A detour will be ol L
utilized while the project is| iy e
pending. L e TSN
The reason for the prOJe ¢ i

is stated as constructing 'a more modern facility capable of handling eX|st-

ing and future traffic demands in a more efficient manner,' according to the
website.

Public input will be received through January 6, 2023, according to Jud
Young, Transportation Engineer with ALDOT.

Young said the bridge, approximately five miles southeast of Russellville,

was constructed in 1965, and is requiring an increasing amount of mainte-

nance work.

The original plan was to have an onsite detour around the project, but that
would have involved too much right-of-way and structure relocation, so
there will be an offsite detour using adjacent county roads.

“The signage for that detour will be very detailed,” Young said. “Large

trucks over the weight limit will use Alabama 13 and 195 to reconnect with
243. Local residents
will be able to take
county roads so they
won't have too long of a
detour.”
If the final project
plans are approved, it
would likely be late

PROPOSED BR")GE , 4 12023 before the project

REPLACEMENT 0NAL243 || \{pegins, Young said. CB&S Bank

“We do not have to do
tan onsite detour and Smce 1906
right-of-way taking ' e, e
houses, so that helps
8ispeed up the process,”
8 Young said. “There is
some right-of-way
E "2 involved because the
RS sl ojevation of the road-
way has to be raised and the new brldge helght raised.”
The new bridge will have wider lanes than the existing bridge, and an
eight to ten foot shoulder. The existing bridge was built with post and rail
barriers, making a tighter roadway.

V¥ & & & & Y

We love to hear from you! Send your guest
columns, recipes, cartoons, letters to the
editor and other creative submissions
to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

/ For updates on news and SpOI’tS Russellville Red Bay Hodges Phil Campbell
- throughout the week, don't forget to check [£[0)in] chsbank.com | 877-332-1710 2 fsic

us out online at franklinfreepress.net!
Have an event we can help publicize? Call us at 256-332-0255.



SECsEootballiContest

Week 15& th‘%s Pick.  Your Pick

Baylor vs. Air Baylor
Force
Louisiana vs.
Sponsored by Houston Houston
Bedford, Rogers,
Bowling & Wake Forest Missouri
McReynolds P.C. vs. Missouri
The following slate of bowl games is open ONLY to our weekly winners. If you were a H :
weekly winner this year, please submit your predictions by December 21. The top scor- Wisconsin vs. Oklahoma St.
er will win our grand prize of $100. Oklahoma St.
Submit your picks to us each week in one of two ways: Fill out the entry form on this page
and mail it to us at 113 Washington Ave. NW, Russellville, AL 35653, or email your picks to Kansas vs. e
us along with your name and number at franklinfreepress@yahoo.com. Picks sent in by mail Arkansas Gl
for Week 13 must be postmarked by Wednesday, December 21 and picks submitted by email
for Week 13 must be received by Wednesday, December 21, at 10 a.m. Each week, the con-
testant who correctly picks the most games will win a free T-shirt and the chance to pick in Oregon vs. North Oregon
the grand-prize final-week contest. If multiple contestants correctly pick the same number of Carolina
games in a given week, the tiebreaker score will be used to determine a winner. Contestants =
are only eligible to win the weekly contest once. No multiple winners allowed. ONE entry per Texas Tech vs. Ole Miss
telephone number. Ole Miss
Tennessee vs.
Clemson
Clemson
Alabama vs. Kansas St
Kansas St.
lowa vs. Kentucky
Kentucky
Tiebreaker Score: Alabama Kansas St.
Your Name:
Phone number:

Brent Hurd, DO Brandie Garner, CRNP
OBGYN Women'’s Health



BUSINESS DIRECT RY

Advertise with us! Call 256.668.2708 or 256.332.0255 | franklinfreepress.net

MOWING MASSAGE LANDSCAPING

(= JZJWMM 2%.| | REWARD YOURSELF OR
'~: 'wt’ LAWN SERVICE SOMEONE You.

ﬂ-— wm‘m 4 LOVE \

MULCHING + CLEANING LEAVING ,“" S Y
HEDGING & SHRUBS * EDGING *“iﬂw”m

PREDATOR | cASICui il

‘g2 PEST CONTROL . My - . .
@\ “The Insect Predator” UNITS "“W“"MMB" D I L v : - Sndaye TTAD = 1200
: - Eddie Deaton " ' o unday: 100 - 1 Z

(256) 627-1996 2 : o ‘ & : _ Adult Sunda.y .sch.OOl: 10:.09 - 1100
50 Years Combined Experience Russellville hE EVQY.YOVIQ ls. "‘Vf‘red to join US. for

Toll Free 1-888-832-5405 Housing Authority this special time of worship.
(662) 862-5631 (662) 840-4055 Incorporated

PUBLIC SERVICE
BUCKLE UP! It Could Save Your Life}

franklinsheriff.org |

(256) 332-8811

OWNTOWR SHOP.
RUSSELLVILLE DINE.
g

A 1
Franklin County District Attorney
26 332 8870  256.710. 4713
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