
Last chat
with Matt

By Lorraine Gabbert
Senior Staff Writer 

A
t his very last Chat with Matt
community town hall, Mayor‐
Elect Matt Mahan spoke about

politics, housing the homeless and
traffic fatalities.

Mahan discussed the City Coun‐
cil Special Meeting held Dec. 5 to
decide how to fill two vacancies in
Districts 8 and 10, left by Santa
Clara County Supervisor‐Elect Syl‐
via Arenas and himself. The City
Council voted to appoint candidates
to these seats, although Mahan and
most of the 500 public speakers
favored holding a Special Election.
Qualified candidates will be ap‐
pointed by a two‐thirds vote in Jan‐
uary. 

“As frustrated as I was about that
vote on Monday, I think something
really important happened,” he said.
“I think a lot of people got involved
and came down to City Hall for the
first time in their lives and spoke
at a City Council meeting for the
first time. People connected with
one another.”

Mahan said it was the largest and

most diverse group of public speak‐
ers the City Council has seen in
years.

“I was really proud of the com‐
munity for showing up and speak‐
ing out,” he said. 

Resident David Noel agreed.
“If nothing else, we got a lot of peo‐

ple engaged,” Noel said. 
Councilmembers said a Special

Election would cost millions of dol‐
lars better spent on police, parks
and traffic calming. They expressed
concerns about not having voting
councilmembers represent Districts
8 and 10 on city budget expendi‐
tures. 

Mahan said as incoming mayor,
it’s his responsibility to build
bridges, find common ground and
create a governing coalition. He
wants to bring focus and account‐
ability to the City Council and is
optimistic good ideas will prevail.

“We have the wind at our backs,
but it doesn’t happen overnight,” he
said. 

Emergency interim housing
Mahan said ending street home‐

lessness is residents’ number one
issue. We have a terrible humani‐
tarian crisis on our streets, he said,
and it has a negative impact on the
whole community.

He said the city is working to create
prefabricated, modular housing 

See CHAT WITH MATT, page 8
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Expert warns pet 
owners to stop treating
them as ‘little humans’
this Christmas season
SEE PAGE 4

Elves cause
trouble in our
special holiday
feature tale
SEE PAGE 19

Ceremonial start
Valley Water board members begin

terms following swearing-in 
SEE PAGE 4
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Supervisors vote 
to re-name bridge 
for Kitty Monahan
Monahan was a resident of
New Almaden since 1972

T
he Santa Clara County Board
of Supervisors voted Tues‐
day to re‐name the Alami‐

tos Creek Bridge in honor of the
late Kathleen “Kitty” Monahan. 

Alamitos Creek Bridge crosses
the creek on Alamitos Road,
approximately one mile south of
Bertram Road. 

Kathleen Monahan, who pre‐
ferred to go by Kitty, passed away
on July 25, 2022, at the age of 89. 

Following Kitty’s passing, a
member of the New Almaden com‐
munity contacted County Super‐
visor Joe Simitian’s office with the
idea to re‐name the new bridge
in her honor.

“Kitty was the heart and soul of
New Almaden,” said Supervisor
Joe Simitian, who now represents
the Almaden area and spear‐
headed the request. “She did so
much to safeguard the environ‐
ment for future generations, and
it’s fitting that her name will be
associated with the waters and
lands she loved.”

Monahan had been a resident
of New Almaden since 1972. She
was a beloved preservationist,
educator, and historian who
spearheaded efforts in 1976 to get
Santa Clara County to purchase

See MONAHAN, page 8

Kathleen “Kitty” Monahan

Mayor-Elect Matt Mahan responded to questions from District 10 residents
during his last Chat with Matt. Photo by Lorraine Gabbert

Happy Holidays
in Almaden
See more seasonal joy as witnessed along the
curbsides of Almaden Valley on page 8.
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V
alley Water held a ceremo‐
nial swearing‐in at the board
meeting on Dec. 13 for

newly‐elected directors Jim Beall
and Rebecca Eisenberg and re‐
elected directors John L. Varela
and Tony Estremera.

Directors Beall and Varela offi‐
cially took the oath of office on Dec.
2, and Directors Eisenberg and
Estremera were sworn in on Dec.
9. The board meeting on Dec. 13
will be the first meeting for the
newly‐elected directors.

Jim Beall will represent District
4, which encompasses the City of
Campbell and parts of west and
south San José. Communities and
neighborhoods include San José’s
San Tomas, Cambrian Park,
Parkview, Branham, Blossom Hill,
and the northern portions of
Almaden Valley and Santa Teresa.  

Beall is embarking on his fifth
decade of public service. He
entered public office at age 28 and
served as a San José councilmem‐
ber (1980‐1994), Santa Clara
County supervisor (1994‐2006),
and as a  Legislator in the state
Assembly and Senate (2006‐2020).
He graduated from Bellarmine Col‐

lege Preparatory and earned a
degree in Political Science from
San José State University with a
focus on Urban Planning and Pub‐
lic Finance.

Rebecca Eisenberg will repre‐
sent District 7, which encompass‐
es the cities of Palo Alto, Mountain
View, Los Altos, Monte Sereno, the
towns of Los Altos Hills and Los
Gatos, and parts of South San José.
Communities and neighborhoods
include the unincorporated com‐
munity of Redwood Estates along
Highway 17 in Los Gatos and the
southern portions of Almaden Val‐
ley in San Jose.

Eisenberg has 30 years of expe‐
rience as a Silicon Valley attorney,
social activist and entrepreneur.
Most of her career has been with
Silicon Valley startups where she
has served as an early employee
and executive including PayPal,
Trulia and Reddit. Director Eisen‐
berg majored in Decision Science
at Stanford University and attend‐
ed Harvard Law School, which
spurred a career in legal justice
and social change.

In addition to the two new board
members, John L. Varela and Tony
Estremera were re‐elected to rep‐
resent Districts 1 and 6, respec‐
tively.

Varela, currently serving as
Board Chair Pro Tem, was appoint‐
ed to the Board of Directors in

December 2015 to represent Dis‐
trict 1. He was elected by the vot‐
ers in November 2016 and re‐elect‐
ed in 2018 and 2022. District 1
encompasses the cities of Gilroy,
Morgan Hill, the unincorporated
community of San Martin and parts
of East and South San Jose.

Varela is a former Morgan Hill
city mayor and councilmember.
He serves on the Board of Direc‐
tors for Joint Venture Silicon Val‐
ley, Morgan Hill Chamber of Com‐
merce, and the Pajaro River Water‐
shed Flood Protection Authority.
He is also involved in the South
County Regional Wastewater
Authority and Safe Clean Water
Independent Monitoring Com‐
mittee. He began his tenure on the
board in 1996, when he was

See WATER BOARD, page 9
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ValleyCurrents
cur|rent (adj.) Present, topical, timely, newsworthy. (n.) Movement in a definite direction, a flow.

N O T E B O O K

3.9M CA households admit to giving their
pet special treatment over Christmas

A
nimal experts at Oodle Life, a website that pro‐
vides dog and puppy information, have warned
that the ‘Disneyfication’ or anthropomorphism

of pets this Christmas can cause significant harm to
them. 

Many pet owners will admit that they attribute
human characteristics to their pets, treating them as
miniature people. After all, pets become part of the
family. “They’re always on your side, they keep you
company when you’re feeling sad or lonely, and they
bring endless joy with their loyalty and adorable
behavior” says Chris Allen, Founder & CEO of Oodle
Life. “However, as much as we love them, it’s impor‐
tant to remember that they’re not actually human,
and they shouldn’t be treated as such."

The statistics bear this out: according to a survey
by Oodle Life of 3,000 pet owners, 80% of pet own‐
ing households in California admit to giving their pet
special treatment (such as giving them leftover food,
and dressing them up) over Christmas. This equates
to over 3.9 million households in The Golden State.
Moreover, according to the 2021–2022 American Pet
Products Association National Pet Owners Survey,
43% of pet dogs in the United States and 49% of pet
cats sleep on their owner’s bed. In addition, more
than one in five, or 22% of U.S. adults, report they
have held or attended a birthday celebration for a pet
(getting a cake and candles for a birthday celebration
is more common for dog owners than cat owners). 

Putting pets in strollers, spraying them with pet
cologne, putting diapers on them or giving them
breath‐freshening products were also among the
increasingly popular practices discouraged in a joint
report by researchers at the University of Pisa and
the Metropolitan Autonomous University in Mexico
City.

Treating pets as little humans can be damaging to
them for a number of reasons says Chris Allen, Founder
& CEO of Oodle Life:

For example, dressing your dog in a Christmas
sweater may impede its ability to regulate its own
temperature, so is best avoided. However, when out‐

doors in freezing weather, even dogs with thick coats
can get hypothermia or frostbite, according to the
American Kennel Club (AKC). If the temperature drops
to the mid‐40s Fahrenheit, it's definitely time to dress
that pet – just not in a human Christmas sweater.

Holding or carrying them like a baby for prolonged
periods can cause obesity, inflammation of the joints
and hinder their ability to cope with their environ‐
ment, leading to anxiety.

Hugging a pet could also be seen as ignoring the
animal's preferences and may cause anxiety.

Giving them human Christmas food ‐ such as Brus‐
sels sprouts, or cake ‐ can cause conditions such as
obesity or malnutrition.

He continues: “So just remember that while a pet
is for life, and not just for Christmas, they are also
animals, not people, and it’s important to treat them
as such. That way, both humans and pets can equal‐
ly enjoy the holidays!”

Oodle Life has created an interactive slideshow on
their website on how best to treat pets over the fes‐
tive period: www.oodlelife.com/pet‐pawsitive‐christ‐
mas

Expert warns California pet owners to stop 
treating them as 'little humans' this Christmas

Four Valley Water board members begin
terms following ceremonial swearing-in 
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By Matt Mahan

T
he San Jose City Council held a spe‐
cial meeting to determine how to fill
the District 8 and District 10 Council

seats for the remainder of Councilmember
Arenas’ and my terms, respectively. Both
terms will have two years
remaining as of January 1, 2023.  

Thank you to everyone who
showed up physically or virtu‐
ally to voice your opinion on the
matter. I held a press confer‐
ence with a number of local
leaders just prior to the meet‐
ing and, overall, nearly 500 peo‐
ple spoke out on the issue, with
the vast majority in support of
holding special elections. It was
especially moving to hear the
personal testimonies of resi‐
dents who immigrated to the
United States from countries
that do not hold free and fair
elections, and for whom the
right to elect representatives is especially
treasured. 

After five hours of public comment and
two hours of discussion and debate, the
Council voted 7‐4 to forgo special elections
in favor of an appointment process, as pro‐
posed by three of my colleagues. 

As you know, I feel strongly that we should
hold elections to fill open seats. Yes, elec‐
tions take time and cost money, but there
is no better way to vet candidates and ensure
that our elected officials are responsive and
accountable to the community. I want to
thank Mayor Liccardo, Vice Mayor Jones
and Councilmember Foley for joining me in
voting against the appointment process.

Speaking of the process, the City Clerk has
posted the application form at https://tiny
url.com/w5ym3kvk

Applications are due by 11:59 p.m. on
Monday, January 2, 2023. I encourage all
interested residents who meet the eligibil‐

ity requirements to consider
applying for this role. My team
and I are available to answer
any informational questions
you may have about the District
10 office or the role of coun‐
cilmember. As always, you can
reach us at district10@san‐
joseca.gov. 

We will keep you updated as
the full process is defined. At
this point, we know that any
appointment will require the
support of at least 6 out of the
remaining 9 Councilmembers
to be confirmed. 

Related to the transition, I
have asked most members of

my district office staff to remain in the Dis‐
trict 10 office until a replacement has been
selected by the Council in order to provide
uninterrupted constituent services to our
community. While District 10 will not have
a vote on the Council until the appointment
is made, our office staff will continue to be
available to answer your questions and be
your advocate within City Hall. 

On behalf of our D10 team, I want to wish
you and your loved ones a very happy hol‐
iday season and a fantastic new year. It has
been an incredible honor to represent our
community on the Council and I look for‐
ward to continuing to do so as your next
mayor.

Majority of 500 people voice their opinion against
appointing two San Jose City Council seat positions

District 10
Report
Matt Mahan

Councilmember,
District 10

Recent storms
drop 1.5 inches 
of rain in Santa
Clara Valley
Experts say California needs at
least one well‑above‑average
water year to end drought   

V
alley Water reported that there were
no major impacts from the recent
storms that dropped more than 1.5

inches across Santa Clara County. 
This storms came on the heels of much‐

needed rain over the past few weeks. The
agency’s employees worked to ensure our
waterways remain clear of debris and
blockages. 

Valley Water owns and manages 294
miles of the more than 800 miles of creeks
in the county. The agency regularly inspects
streams and bank conditions, and the crews
have been cleaning out areas of creeks that
are known hot spots for vegetation and
debris buildup. These areas were checked

and cleaned following the storm last week,
according to John Varela, Chair Pro Tem
and Director Dist. 1 Valley Water Board of
Directors.

“Our employees will continue to clean
out waterways throughout the winter. To
report issues in creeks, call 1‐408‐630‐
2378 or visit our website at valleywa‐
ter.org. Residents and businesses can also
take steps to be flood ready,” said Varela.
“For flood safety tips, visit www.valley‐
water.org/floodready. The website in‐
cludes sandbag locations and other
resources.” 

Experts say that California needs at least
one well‐above‐average water year, and
maybe more, to end the drought and
replenish reservoirs. 

“We all must continue our water‐sav‐
ings efforts,” said Varela.  “Earlier this year,
our board adopted watering rules which
prohibit property owners in Santa Clara
County from watering within 48 hours of
rainfall measuring a quarter inch or more.
So please turn off your sprinklers this week‐
end and leave them off during the cooler
winter months.” 

To learn how Valley Water can help you
save water and money through our robust
rebate and conservation programs, visit
WaterSavings.org. 
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Monahan
Continued from page 1
the 4,163‐acre Almaden
Quicksilver County Park.
She was determined to pre‐
serve not just the natural
beauty of the Almaden Val‐
ley but to preserve the Val‐
ley’s history, especially its
history of 19th‐century
mercury mining. Almaden
was, at one time, the largest
mercury mine in the Unit‐
ed States. 

In 1983, Monahan helped
found the New Almaden
Quicksilver County Park Association, or NAQCPA. She later served on
the Citizens Advisory Committee of Santa Clara County’s Open Space
Authority. During her lifetime she spent at least 14,000 hours volun‐
teering for the County’s park system; she came to be known as the
unofficial mayor of New Almaden. She was recognized with a Presi‐
dential Volunteer Service Award in 2014, and a lifetime achievement
award by the Santa Clara County Preservation Alliance in 2022.

“Some people give a little of themselves and some give it all. Kitty
was in the second group,” said Supervisor Wasserman, President of the
Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors. “Her passion and her smile
were infectious, and the fruits of her labor will benefit generations to
come. She is very deserving of this honor.”

“Kitty led a life of leadership and good works. And it wasn’t only her
environmental service; she was captain of her high school basketball
team, she was a nun for 19 years, and she was a math teacher at William
C. Overfelt High School,” said Simitian. “A resident of New Almaden got
in touch with me and suggested re‐naming the bridge for her. I thought
it was a great idea.”

When Simitian asked her brother, Richard Monahan, he agreed. “Kitty
bridged so many things. Alamitos Creek can be another one,” he said.

The Alamitos Creek Bridge Replacement Project is replacing an exist‐
ing functionally obsolete
bridge with a new bridge on
a new alignment. The replace‐
ment bridge is adjacent to and
upstream of the existing
bridge. The new bridge consists
of a three‐span structure with
two lanes of traffic, four‐foot
shoulders, one sidewalk, and
railings. 

Construction of the new
bridge will be completed in
2023. It is expected that signs
commemorating the re‐naming
will also be installed next year. 

Chat with Matt
Continued from page 1
units for homeless families in District 10. He
said similar sites with job training and place‐
ment have been successful in transitioning
people to permanent housing. The goal is to
have a quick build site in every district, he
said. 

Proposed modular housing sites include the
Cottle Road VTA light rail station parking lot,
Santa Teresa VTA light rail station parking
lot and land at Great Oaks Blvd. and 85 free‐
way. The Santa Teresa light rail VTA lot is
planned for a safe park site for RVs. The goal
is to find permanent housing for the RV res‐
idents. 

Not all residents are on board for housing
the homeless at the Cottle Road VTA site.
Resident Michael Chang said locating it near
a hospital, schools, daycare and parks is
unsuitable. 

“How many people do you think would

honestly feel comfortable parking their cars
right next to a tiny home encampment?” he
said. “…This does nothing to promote pub‐
lic transportation.” 

Mahan said calls for service decrease in
neighborhoods with managed homeless
housing. He said there are drawbacks to the
Cottle Road site, including a loss of parking
spaces, but there is no ideal location. 

“I don’t think the status quo is sustainable,”
Mahan said. “I don’t think we can continue
to have 6,000 people living on our streets
across the city.”

Mahan said the city gets better outcomes
and spends less money when people live
indoors. He said it costs $65,000 per year,
per unhoused person, including tax on emer‐
gency response, social workers, emergency
room visits, trash pickup, abatements and
environmental costs. 

“We’ve got to have places for people to go,”
he said, adding the city needs cost‐effective,
scalable, quick‐build units with a door that

locks and safe, managed communities. 
Mahan said San Jose has carried the bur‐

den of affordable housing, shelter and treat‐
ment centers and wants to see other cities
including Cupertino and Palo Alto do their
part. 

There are significant behavioral health
issues around addiction and mental illness,
exacerbated by or leading to being unhoused,
he said. 

“I’m going to continue to fight to get our
county and state to invest more around men‐
tal health care and addiction treatment and
getting people indoors into facilities to treat
behavioral health disorders,” he said.
“…Those people are still going to need a place
to live once that treatment program is com‐
pleted.”

He said the current housing approach is
too slow and too expensive, while the num‐
ber of unhoused people continues to grow.

Traffic fatalities
Another San Jose issue is traffic‐related

deaths. On Dec. 7, a woman was struck cross‐
ing the street near the Plant Shopping Cen‐
ter becoming the 61st person to die in a traf‐
fic accident this year. About half of those
killed were pedestrians. According to Vision
Zero, 2022 was the deadliest year for traffic
collisions since 1997.

“We’ve had a record‐setting year tragical‐
ly for pedestrian deaths in San Jose,” Mahan
said.

He asked people to please pay attention
and look out for pedestrians and cyclists, cit‐
ing distracted driving and speeding as major
problems. People need to put their cell phones
down, he said, and more police are needed
to do traffic enforcement.

Mahan closed the forum by saying he
always enjoyed sharing dialogue with the
community.

“I’ll continue to put public participation
and access first,” he said. “…Thank you for
being active and engaged and informed cit‐
izens.”

Happy Holidays in Almaden
Photos by Lorraine Gabbert
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Water Board
Continued from page 1
appointed to fill out a term
after the District 2 repre‐
sentative resigned. The fol‐
lowing year, the Santa
Clara County Board of
Supervisors appointed him
to serve as an at‐large
member. He was elected
by voters in 2010 to repre‐
sent District 6, and re‐
elected in 2014, 2018 and
2022 and served as the
Board’s chairperson in
2001, 2007, 2014 and
2021. District 6 encom‐
passes parts of Central and
East San Jose.

Director Estremera has
extensive government
experience in both
appointed and elected
positions serving on the
Santa Clara County Grand
Jury, Santa Clara County
Housing Task Force, Valley
Medical Center Advisory
Board, Santa Clara County
Personnel Board, San Jose
Municipal Stadium Task
Force, (San Jose) Mayor's
Committee on Minority
Affairs and the San
Jose/Evergreen Communi‐
ty College District Board of
Trustees.

Valley Water manages an
integrated water resources
system that includes the
supply of clean, safe water,
flood protection and stew‐
ardship of streams on
behalf of Santa Clara Coun‐
ty's nearly 2 million resi‐
dents. Valley Water effec‐
tively manages 10 dams
and surface water reser‐
voirs, three water treat‐
ment plants, an advanced
recycled water purification
center, a state‐of‐the‐art
water quality laboratory,
277 acres of groundwater
recharge ponds and 294
miles of streams. We pro‐
vide wholesale water and
groundwater management
services to local municipal‐
ities and private water
retailers who deliver
drinking water directly to
homes and businesses in
Santa Clara County.

Op-ed

The greatest
Christmas tree
When we all decide to do the things
that are right for humanity...

By Frank Shortt

R
ecently, a friend of mine of many years said, “We don’t see the nativ‐
ity scenes we used to see in front of houses! Aren’t there Christians
anymore?”

The greatest ‘Nativity Scene’ men and women could ever see would
be a newborn human being, who once lay on the sidewalk with flies blow‐
ing around his cracked and bleeding lips, his clothing in rags, barely
keeping the cold from his body! Then, to see that person leading a use‐
ful life for society, whole, and in their right mind, that is the greatest
Nativity Scene that could ever be imagined!

The greatest ‘Lights’ mankind could ever see would be the coming
together of all people who call America home at this time. To see mankind
working together instead of pulling two different directions would be
greater than any string of lights on any city street. To hear men build‐
ing each other up instead of pulling each other apart would outshine any
display that Park Avenue or Central Park could produce. 

Mankind is, in essence, a fir tree. When I see children of different eth‐
nic groups singing or playing together, this is the beginning of the orna‐
ments on the Christmas tree. Then, when I see their parents of different
backgrounds talking and laughing on the playground, this adds many
ornaments to the tree. When children begin displaying a talent that they
have been honing and do it exactly how he or she was taught, this is
another addition to the branches. 

When we all decide to do the things that are right for humanity, we
can begin to see the Christmas tree gleaming! Are we all so caught up in
ego that we forget the importance of community? Are we destined to
become a society where we fear our nearest neighbor just because that
neighbor does not have the same color skin that we were born with?

Now that we have added all the ornaments to the Christmas tree, it
begins to have a greater glow. We have added the warmth of children
playing together, singing together, and doing crafts together. We have
added the spark of watching parents of different ethnic groups enjoying
the play of their children. We have added hope of one day seeing people
getting along instead of stringing apart. We have added a dream of men
building each other up instead of ripping into each other and pulling each
other down! We have decided that we are all of the same blood no mat‐
ter where we were born! But somehow, there needs to be something
added to the tree!

A great man once said, “There are three things of great importance to
the human kind. There is faith, hope, and love, and the greatest of these
is love!” Faith is the foundation of all our dreams and aspirations. With‐
out faith, we would not even arise in the morning. We would never accom‐
plish anything we attempted to do. Faith cannot be seen with the natu‐
ral eye. It is just that something that assures us that whatever we do will
be the right thing if we have the right attitude to begin with. Hope is that
essence of standing outside the department store window wishing we
had all the beautiful things the store had to offer. Hope, is believing that
our motives are right in order for faith to kick in. Now we come to the
most important ingredient of all: Love!

Love does not belittle its neighbor! Love does not steal from its neigh‐
bor. Love does not kill its neighbor! Love does not steal its neighbor’s wife
or husband! Love covers a multitude of mistakes that others make. Love
will overcome many more obstacles than hate! Hate cuts down, Love builds
up! 

The most important ornament, that can illuminate the whole tree, is Love!
There is nothing mankind can produce that will ever outshine love. If we
all want peace this Christmas, then by all means, let’s begin to show love
for everyone!
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Margaret ‘Louise’
Deisenroth
September 15, 1944 – 
December 4, 2022
Resident of Almaden Valley

O
n Sunday, December 4th, 2022, Louise
Deisenroth of San Jose passed away
suddenly

at the age of 78. 
Louise was

born in Comp‐
ton, California to
Arthur and Mar‐
garet Burrell. At
a young age her
parents relocat‐
ed to Northern
California where
she grew up on
the Quicksilver
Mine in Almaden Valley before moving to Wil‐
low Glen. Louise graduated from Willow Glen
High School in 1962 and married her hus‐
band Dennis in February of 1963.

Louise worked in the banking industry for

over 50 years. Her 38‐year long career with
Bank of America enabled her to travel all
over the US where she was involved in many
large projects like the launch of the first‐ever
ATM machines. She spent her last few work‐
ing years with Wells Fargo before finally
retiring for good.

Louise enjoyed reading and gardening, her
home was decorated for every holiday, and
she loved music specially her favorite, Willie
Nelson. More than anything, Louise was an
exceptional wife, mother, and grandmoth‐
er.

She made extended family out of all of her
friends and children’s friends. Just recently
she started taking a group of her friends on
what she called their “adventures”‐ going
places like Mission San Juan Bautista, Filoli,
and even the new Eataly at Valley Fair.

Louise’s big heart also extended to ani‐
mals‐ especially her beloved cats, dogs, and
chickens.

Louise is preceded in death by her father,
Arthur, her mother, Margaret, her brother
Artie, her son, Eric “Ricky”  Peterson, and her
son Dennis Deisenroth Jr. She is survived by
her husband of 59 years and 10 months,
Dennis, her daughters Amy and Lisa Deisen‐
roth, her granddaughter Jenessa (Rey) Perez,
her grandson Eric Deisenroth, her grand‐

daughter Lanie Delgadillo, her great grand‐
sons Vincent and Damien Perez, along with
her sisters, Marty (Bob) Martin, Laurie
Shields, Tina Reza and brother, George
(Suzanne) Burrell along with many nieces
and nephews.

A celebration of life will be held at the
Montevideo Clubhouse on Sunday Decem‐
ber 18th at 1pm. For questions contact Janet
Velez‐ janetvelez55@gmail.com or 415‐717‐
0042. In lieu of flowers, please consider
donating to the Humane Society of Silicon
Valley or your local Planned Parenthood.

Dawn Ellen Cheney
October 1971 – June 2022
Leland High School Grad

O
ur beloved Daughter and Sister Dawn
passed away in June 2022. Dawn has
eight aunts, eight uncles, and 18

cousins. 
Dawn was a very caring, kind, and gener‐

ous person. She loved swimming, music and
gymnastics. Dawn is survived by her Sister
Lynn, Brother Steve and Mother Helen. 

Dawn attended Leland, Bret Harte and
Simonds local schools. She got her diploma

in travel agency in Campbell, CA and cher‐
ished relationships with family & friends.
Dawn will be greatly missed by her loving
Mother and family. 

Thank you God for caring for Dawn and
giving her peace. 

Dawn greatly missed her Dad Wayne, who
passed away 5 years ago.

I N M E M O R Y

in
loving

memory



Kenneth Cavers named 
to MSOE Dean's List 

Kenneth Cavers of Almaden Valley was named
to the Milwaukee School of Engineering's Dean's
List for the 2022 Fall Quarter. Cavers is pursuing
a Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering.

Undergraduate students who have earned at
least 30 credits and have a cumulative GPA of 3.20
or higher (out of 4.0) are on the Dean's List. Stu‐
dents who have maintained a 3.70 or higher receive
"high honors."

Milwaukee School of Engineering (www.msoe.
edu) is the university of choice for those seeking
an inclusive community of experiential learners
driven to solve the complex challenges of today
and tomorrow. The independent, non‐profit uni‐
versity has about 2,700 students and was found‐
ed in 1903. 

Thousands of acres of 
parkland to be connected 

Thousands of acres of parklands can now be
linked following a vote last week by Santa Clara
County supervisors to purchase two tracts of land
located near the Santa Cruz Mountains. 

The lands — which combined will cost the coun‐
ty $1.6 million and are located near the south‐
ernmost edge of Santa Clara County — will end
up connecting 5,622 acres between Mount Madon‐
na and Uvas Reservoir County Parks. 

The county also purchased a small track of land
that can be used to link Santa Teresa County Park
to a nearby boulevard, allowing for easier acces‐
sibility. 

“I think this is a great move,” said Supervisor
Otto Lee — who represents District 3 — during
last Tuesday’s meeting. “The goal of the county
Parks Department is to connect all of its public
lands through trails”

The completion date for the trails is currently
unknown, according to the county. 

Website identifies which
school districts are well run

By Dan Walters 
One conspicuous absence on his list of Califor‐

nia’s virtues is its public education system, for
good reason. 

In statewide and nationwide tests of K‐12 aca‐
demic achievement, California lags badly behind.
Learning is especially deficient among children
from poor families, but even kids from affluent
California families tend to lag behind those in
other states. 

To the extent that this educational crisis receives
any attention in the state Capitol, the discussion
is almost always confined to money, on the fan‐
ciful notion that spending more will automati‐
cally increase academic attainment. 

One reason money doesn’t solve the problem
is that the state provides very little oversight on
how the money is spent, including the extra funds
that local school systems receive specifically to
close the achievement gap. State education offi‐
cials intervene only when local systems are flirt‐
ing with insolvency. 

Some school districts spend their money wise‐
ly and effectively and some don’t and outcomes
largely hinge on the quality of their governance.
Those with engaged and committed boards and
administrators tend to have better outcomes than
those with inconsistent, politics‐driven and often
chaotic governance. 

That’s why a massive effort to judge how well
California’s local school systems are structured
and managed is welcome. 

Arun Ramanathan, CEO of Pivot Learning, an
Oaklandbased nonprofit organization that advis‐
es school systems on improving instruction, cre‐
ated a series of benchmarks to gauge how well
school districts are prepared to embrace reforms.

He also created a website that allows the public
to view the results for every school district with
at least 2,500 students. 

“Despite billions in investment and decades of
effort, new reform efforts rarely have intended
impacts at the district, school and classroom level,
and sustained improvement is rare,” Ramanathan
told EdSource, a website of education journalism.
“There are rarely insights into why. The District
Readiness Index (districtreadiness.org) resulted
from that questioning.” 

The ratings cover five “domains” — communi‐
ty relations, finance, leadership, personnel poli‐
cies and workplace conditions. Users can see how
the districts score in each, with overall ratings
designated by colors. Blue is the best, yellow is in
the middle and orange is the worst. The grading

process resulted in about half of the 420 districts
getting yellow grades and about 40% blue marks
with roughly two dozen placed in the orange cat‐
egory, meaning they have “few foundations” for
achieving needed reforms. 

Some of the state’s largest districts are colored
orange, including Los Angeles Unified, whose
enrollment approaches 10% of the state’s 6 mil‐
lion public school students. 

It’s not surprising that L.A. Unified, Oakland
Unified, San Francisco Unified and Sacramento
Unified received low marks because all have been
in constant political turmoil and financial distress
of their own making. 

Three of the large districts — San Diego Uni‐
fied, Elk Grove Unified and San Juan Unified —
escaped the orange designation and are marked

as yellow. A few large districts achieved blue sta‐
tus for being well prepared, including Fresno Uni‐
fied, Long Beach Unified and San Bernardino Uni‐
fied. But most of the blue districts tend to be either
in affluent suburbs — no surprise there — or in
rural areas. 

Most interestingly, the blue list includes a num‐
ber of districts with large numbers of poor stu‐
dents, such as Brawley and Calexico in poverty
stricken Imperial County. 

The District Readiness Index provides new
ammunition for the school reform movement in
California, which seeks to elevate students’ wel‐
fare over the petty politics, particularly in Los
Angeles Unified and other large districts, that sab‐
otage their educations. 

Dan Walters is a CalMatters columnist. 
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TECH JARGON OF THE WEEK
Compliance as a Service (CaaS)
By Shubhi Asthana

H
ave you ever stumbled into
a conversation where every‐
one is speaking around

this “techie” word – and even
after you’ve broken in, it is diffi‐
cult to understand the unfamil‐
iar jargon and acronyms? Well, there’s no need
to sweat it. Let me teach you the meaning of some
commonly used tech words:

Compliance as a Service (CaaS)
Businesses today handle large amounts of elec‐

tronic customer data, from email addresses to pay‐
ment information. Much of this sensitive data can

harm your business and your customers should
it fall into the wrong hands. Compliance plays a
vital role in serving customers and protecting
your business from legal and financial trouble.

Compliance as a Service is a type of solution
that uses cloud computing to help businesses
store data and manage regulatory compliance.
Though services vary depending on the indus‐
try, Compliance as a Service providers typically
store sensitive data in accordance with regula‐
tions and provide tools for managing and report‐
ing compliance in your organization. Compliance
support services in the cloud are often used by
large organizations that operate in highly regu‐
lated industries such as healthcare, banking, and
finance. The goal of Compliance as a Service is to
reduce an organization’s compliance burden by
outsourcing compliance management tasks to a

third‐party that has the resources required to
meet regulatory requirements in a more cost‐
effective manner. 

The Pros and Cons of Compliance as a Service
If you’re involved in highly regulated indus‐

tries like healthcare or financial services, you
may want to think about using compliance serv‐
ices from cloud‐based companies as they can
enhance your compliance initiatives and help
ensure you stay abreast of continued updates.

Getting help with compliance can increase effi‐
ciency in small businesses by decreasing the
amount of documentation required by regulato‐
ry bodies that you or your employees must per‐
sonally administer and oversee. It can also cut
down on the cost of managing HIPAA regulations
or other industry‐specific compliance issues. This
can include offerings such as vulnerability scan‐

ning, data encryption log monitoring, access man‐
agement, and several other tools that can be difficult
for smaller organizations to manage themselves.

On the other hand, carving out portions of com‐
pliance requirements may make you feel too com‐
fortable. If you assume that another company
has taken care of your risks and legal responsi‐
bilities when it hasn’t, your business will be the
one that pays for any slipups — and those fines
can be financially devastating to small business‐
es. Relying on someone else to ensure your com‐
pliance may muddy the waters and leave certain
responsibilities to chance.

Do you enjoy reading this column?  Send in your
comments or feedback to the author at
shub.saxen@gmail.com. Shubhi Asthana works as
a Research Senior Software Engineer at the IBM
Almaden Research Center, San Jose.
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Times News

San Jose musician 
performs with Oberlin
College and Conservatory
at Carnegie Hall

Noa Talmor of San Jose was among near‐
ly 200 student musicians from Oberlin Col‐
lege and Conservatory to perform works
spanning three centuries in the magnificent
Stern Auditorium at Carnegie Hall Dec. 2. 

The private gala was held for the 77th Gen‐
eral Assembly of the United Nations to honor
the work of Csaba Kőrösi, president of the
UN General Assembly, and diplomatic and
UN staff communities around the world.

Under the direction of Raphael Jiménez, a
professor of conducting and director of Ober‐
lin Orchestras, the program included Adol‐
phus Hailstork’s triumphal Fanfare on Amaz‐
ing Grace; Sergei Rachmaninoff’s emotion‐
ally charged Piano Concerto No. 2 in C Minor,
Op. 18 and Ludwig van Beethoven’s Sym‐
phony No. 9 in D Minor, Op. 125—widely
regarded as a celebration of irrepressible
unity, with its iconic “Ode to Joy."

"We believe that espousing art and edu‐
cation is an embrace of our common human‐
ity," said Oberlin President Carmen Twillie
Ambar in an address to an audience of 1,800
diplomats and invited guests. "And this
approach is a way to change the world."

Nearly 200 Oberlin students took part in a private gala performance for the General Assembly of the
United Nations at Carnegie Hall. Photo credit: Chris Lee
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Career Column

Keep looking
forward
By Angela Copeland

W
hen you're riding a horse, there's an
important lesson about where you
focus your

energy. You need to keep
your head up, and
focused on where you
want to go. If you look
down, you may get stuck
and ultimately, you may
not make it to your
intended destination. The same is true when
looking for a job. 

The modern job search comes with quite a
few bumps in the road. It has happened to the
best of us. You're interviewing with one com‐
pany. It seems like it's going well. You receive
positive feedback, so you stop looking for jobs.
You wait for the job offer to arrive. But, at the
end, you aren't selected. 

This happened to me when interviewing for
a job at a financial services company. They put
me through ten rounds of interviews over a six
month period. After going in person for inter‐
views, the hiring manager let me know that I
was the one he'd selected. But, he wanted me
to talk with a few more people, which elon‐
gated the process by a month or more. This
was an unusual request given how far along
we were, but I did the interviews. Since I knew
I'd been selected, I began to pack my things.
The job was in another city, and I needed to
prepare to move. 

Strangely, that job offer never arrived.
Instead, I received a phone call from the hir‐
ing manager. He told me he had good news and
bad news. I was the winning candidate. But,
they had decided not to hire anyone in order
to save money.  I could tell by the lightness in
the hiring manager's tone that he had no idea
what an impact this decision had on me. He
wasn't thinking about the months it would take
me to find another job. He had no idea I'd
already packed, or that I'd stopped applying at
other companies. In his mind, it was as if he'd
changed his mind about ordering a dessert
after dinner. But for me, it was devastating
news. 

What could I have done differently here?
Well, for one, the lesson is to never stop apply‐
ing for jobs until you have a written job offer
in hand. Until that point, anything could hap‐
pen. The company could choose to hire some‐
one else, or to hire no one at all. 

Second, you should try to go through job
interviews without thinking about the out‐
come. When you focus on the outcome, you
will be extremely disappointed by all the rejec‐
tion. It will begin to feel as if something is wrong
with you. But, that's not true. The modern hir‐
ing process is broken. 

And, don't get too excited just because you're
a perfect fit for a role. Someone else may be a
perfect fit too. 

So, stay focused. Keep your eyes on the end
goal. When you reach it, you'll know. Until then,
keep looking forward. 

Angela Copeland, a leadership and career
expert, can be reached at www.angelacope
land.com.  

California utility
regulator votes to
reduce subsidies 
for rooftop solar
installations
By Times Media news staff

A
lmaden residents are outraged over Cal‐
ifornia’s utility regulator voting last week
to significantly reduce subsidies for

rooftop solar installations.
The hotly contested rules approved by the

Public Utilities Commission will lower com‐
pensation home solar owners receive from util‐
ities for their excess energy and encourage the
adoption of battery storage. 

“If we are trying to reduce our dependency
on fossil fuel, why are we penalizing home‐
owners that have installed solar?” said Janet
Woodbury. “This makes no sense.”     

The agency cites the need to support grid
reliability and avoid burdening lower‐income
energy customers as reasons for the changes. 

Known as net energy metering, or NEM, the
subsidies have been an incentive for home‐
owners and businesses to install solar panels
on their rooftops. Under the program, solar
customers are paid for the excess energy they
generate and sell back to the grid, which even‐
tually helps offset the initial cost of installing
the system. 

Under the current arrangement, utilities off‐
set the savings solar owners receive and grid
maintenance fees they avoid by increasing elec‐
trical bills for other customers. 

Some solar industry leaders prefer the new
rules to a previous proposal that    would have
imposed an $8 per kilowatt monthly fixed
charge, or a “solar tax,” on new home solar
owners.
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Wow! 3672 meals for the hungry!
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Elf
trouble
A Christmas story

By Kevin Larsen

T
he elves made fun of me and were mis‐
chievous… they sometimes play around
and cause trouble! 

It all happened this past week… you see, only
boys and girls can get into the “The North
Pole,” also called Santa Land. But, for some
reason I got in. 

An old wise elf told me I got in because a
long time ago my ancestors actually worked
for Santa and although in my golden years, I
had the mind of a boy.

My story begins when I took a special top‐
secret flight and parachuted out over a snow‐
covered mountain that had bright lights at the
top. 

I later learned it was dust from the aurora
borealis which they sprinkle heavily at the
pole.  Being just a bit curious, I went to check
on my presents and at the same time present
some new ideas to Santa! 

I was earnestly welcomed and ate at North
Pole Cafeteria. While eating, I asked some
Elves if they were good builders. When they
found out I was from the Silicon Valley, they
asked me if I knew Elon Musk and asked for
workplace ideas.

I told them, “Don’t make toys with batter‐
ies,” because kids these days are too depend‐
ent on techy things. Why
drive a little electric plas‐
tic car when kids should
pedal things.  

The elves liked my idea
of instituting a new Work
Reward Program where
each elf wore an ID Chip
attached to a lanyard, but
I didn’t tell them the chip
was actually a Where‐A‐
Bouts tracking tool.  

I immediately moni‐
tored productivity and
was shocked to find   some
of the elves sleeping; so I
woke a few up. While this
action didn’t make me any
friends, the idea was
hatched to increase the
production of toys for
boys and girls in the world.  

After just a week, the
elves protested the use of the chip and pulled
the lanyards off their necks.   

This was a social experiment of mine
because I told them, and “now you know what
Americans go through in the workplace.”

I explained workers are monitored in the
car and offices and they like their children
seem to be tied to the flat phone.  We need to
go back to normalcy and to do this we must
no longer have any batteries in any toys.  Are

you with me?” When they
scowled at me I could not
help but tell them, “You are
someday going to be
replaced by robots!”  

When they heard that
they began to throw huge
snowballs at me!  I waved
for them to stop and said
loudly, “We love your toys,
but they are being replaced
by computer screens.”

I told the elves, “There is
something special about the
dolls you make but remem‐
ber decades back Silicon
Valley asked you to put in
the pull string that made
them talk, well that was no
good and it started a thinking machine mind‐
set that coxed the children in to getting vir‐
tual toys. It is best for children to cuddle a doll
with Raggedy Ann hair that doesn’t talk back,
using their own imagination! “Go back to mak‐
ing toys without batteries, I know the truth
hurts but you’ll thank me in time.  I’m trying
to do good here!”

Out of nowhere, a big burly man walked
over to me in a red jacket and I instantly knew
who it was… “Hi Santee,” I said with a big
smile.  He scowled back and said to me, “My
name’s not Santee… I’m Santa Claus!”

Then he inquired, “Hey, how in the dickens
do you get the elves to make presents tagged
only for YOU!”

I told him, “My mom always told me, it’s good
to reward one’s self. Take time for yourself
were her words. This helped me with my
weight loss program, maybe it can help you
too Santee I mean, Santa.”

“YOUR MOM SAID WHAT? Well that’s not
true,” said Santa. “Everyone knows it is bet‐
ter to give, than to receive! So, I’ll be select‐
ing the presents you receive this year… and
please, do me a favor, leave the elves alone,
they’ve got work to do and we’re running
behind our production schedule. And, NO
MORE workplace suggestions, please! The
only reason I’m putting up with you is you came
from Silicon Valley and I knew your family many

years ago.”
Then, I said under my

breath, “Ya, and I bet you
don’t treat others the way
you treat me, huh”… which
I later regretted saying.
And one other thing, Santa,
did you know Mrs. Claus
best friend’s daughter
should be on the “naughty
list?” … because she lied!  

Santa’s face got red in
the cheeks while the rein‐
deer put their paws over
their eyes! 

“SHE LIED?” exclaimed
Santa.

“Yes, I said, almost every
time a girlfriend of hers
gets a new hairstyle, she
says the same thing, ‘Oh,
my word, you look
absolutely gorgeous,’ and

all the while she says under her breath, ‘Wow,
I hope she didn’t pay too much to the beauti‐
cian, because her hair looks like a helmet.’
Lies Santa; all lies.  Sorry I have to come to
you to be the bearer of truth.”

Santa while looking a bit puzzled declared,
“THAT’S NOT LYING, THAT’S BEING KIND!”

I frowned and tried to explain to Santa that
she was not a good girl but he wouldn’t lis‐
ten, then I said, “But Santa, a lie is a lie and

there is no bending of the rules or definitions
so she belongs on the NaUgHtY LiSt; that’s a
must, plain and simple.” 

Hearing those words, the elves gasped and
Santa slowly shook his head to silently say
that he would not have any part of it.  He then
said something in a serious tone, “Thank you
for your stay at the North Pole, time for you
to go!”

The elves directed me to a secret passage
which turned out to be the “Elf’s Den,” where
they make and build all the presents. It was
at this time that Santa came out with three
nicely wrapped presents for me.  I was so
excited!  Happy too!  I went to hug him, but
he was too big for me to get my arms around.

“Ho, Ho, Ho,” he laughed and then said, “Why
these three are specially made for you, I had
the elves craft them under my direct super‐
vision.”  Then the same laugh, “Ho Ho Ho.”
Why’s he always laughing and why is it he is
the only one who says Ho Ho Ho when every‐
one else laughs with a Ha Ha Ha.

I thanked him and he continued to laugh so
I asked if I could hitch a ride to California on
one of his practice sleigh runs, to which while
not looking directly at me, he just shook his
head in the negative. 

You see, even though I have been mostly
good sometimes I do a few things, maybe by
accident, that are not good.  I thought no one
would notice, but I had a
feeling those pesky elves
said some misleading and
untrue things about me to
Claus. 

Upon leaving the North
Pole, the next days would
prove challenging. I did
the impossible, snow‐
shoeing over the states
from icy areas to Oregon
and it’s a good thing Mrs.
Claus made snacks for me,
because I got lost.  I pulled
a giant toboggan I had the
elves make me and used
it to go down large hills
and to sleep on at night.
Then, just as easy as it
sounds, I heard a whistle
blow and caught a train
from Faraway Station to
home.  The conductor said
I could ride for free when I showed him actu‐
al presents made and addressed to me from
Santa. 

When I got back home I took a nap and
placed the beautifully wrapped presents under
the tree so they would look just right.  The
tags had my name on them and said, “Official
Package from North Pole.”

Then, Christmas morning came.  I saved the
presents that Santa gave me for last. All I could

think of was the true loving comradery
I had with Santa and the elves.  

I ripped the bow off of the first pack‐
age and clawed at the wrapping paper
like a panther. “What’s this,” I asked in
confusion with my family looking on
with scowls.  A family member stated,
“I think it’s a shirt but it fits too tight
around your belly and Oh My, why does
it have one short sleeve and one long
sleeve?”

In the second box, I got pairs of socks
with different designs, different colors
and different sizes too.  One sock was
size large and the other attached to it
was the size of an infant.  I was getting
a bit upset but hoped for the best as I
began to open the third package.

Chocolates, I exclaimed, and indi‐
vidually wrapped inside a gold tin box.  They
tasted delicious so I shared them with others
in the room, but if you can believe it, little
pieces of walnut shells crunched down upon
my unknowing teeth.  I muttered under my
breath, “It’s the elves who did this, those pesky
mischievous elves.”

There was a little tiny card in the chocolate
box too.  The elves must have written it because
Santa uses cursive writing and elves just print
with capital letters. 

It read…
“IF YOU EVER COME BACK YOU GOT TO

CLEAN THE REINDEER CORRALS AND BUILD
A MULCH AND COMPOST AREA. SANTA SAYS
WE’RE GOIN GREEN AT THE POLE. BY THE
WAY THAT GIRL YOU TRIED TO TELL ON,
WELL, SHE IS RELATED TO MRS. CLAUS AND
SHE’S A GOOD GIRL AND ALWAYS HAS BEEN.
YOU’RE A GOOD BOY, BUT YOU NEED HELP!”

Reading the note many times just made me
more and more angry.  I asked myself under
my breath, “What do they mean I need help,
it’s them that need the help!”

So, I sent them back this special delivery let‐
ter and drew some candy canes on the enve‐
lope so they would be sure to open it.  I even
used glue and glitter to make it loving looking.

SPECIAL DELIVERY TO THE ELVES AT
NORTH POLE

“You Elves are mischievous and just so you
know, a lot of the things
you make break easily.
Why the pointed hats?”

After I wrote the letter
above, I felt a little better
and I got a bit mischievous
myself and decided to
write Santa.

Dear Santa,
Did you see that some‐

one hung some mistletoe
on the ceiling just above
your kitchen table?

Didn’t want to send you
this note but everybody
knows.  

You see, while I was at
the Pole, I tiptoed into
your house to borrow
some cookies. 

To my surprise, I saw
Mrs. Claus kissing an elf
standing on a chair.  

Maybe it was all because of the mistletoe.  
I guess all love is good love. Made me won‐

der though, if Mrs. Claus ever visited France?  
Not sure which elf it was, but Mrs. Claus

would know!   
Love ya,
By the way, thanks for the presents.
P.S. I wonder who put that mistletoe up on

the kitchen ceiling; I guess we’ll never know
for sure.
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By Erin Klarer

S
atisfactory academic progress, or SAP,
is an important phrase in the language
of student aid for Kentucky students

to know, according to Kentucky Higher Edu‐
cation Assistance Authority (KHEAA)

SAP comes into play after you have taken
college or technical school classes and are
applying for student aid for the next school
year.

All colleges that award federal student
aid must have SAP standards, which are
based on three key areas: GPA, pace and a
maximum time frame. 

The GPA students may vary by school,
major and whether a student is pursuing an
undergraduate or graduate degree.

To meet the pace standard, students must
pass a certain percentage of the classes they
take in a given period of time. This may also
vary by college.

Maximum time frame means students
have to finish their degree within a given
number of attempted credit hours. For exam‐
ple, a school may require a student to pass
120 credit hours to earn a bachelor’s degree,
but the student must earn those 120 hours
without taking more than 150 hours.

KHEAA is a public, non‐profit agency

established in 1966 to improve students’
access to college. It provides information
about financial aid and financial literacy at
no cost to students and parents.

In addition, KHEAA disburses private
Advantage Education Loans on behalf of its
sister agency, KHESLC. For more informa‐
tion, visit www.advantageeducationloan.
com.

KHEAA also helps colleges manage their
student loan default rates and verify infor‐
mation submitted on the FAFSA. For more
information about those services, visit
www.kheaa.com.

Financial aid tip of the month

Know your school’s satisfactory
academic progress standards

Times Feature
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Report
Where inflation is
rising the most

With the year‐over‐year inflation
rate at 7.1% in November, the per‐
sonal‐finance website WalletHub just
released its report on the Cities Where
Inflation is Rising the Most, as well
as expert commentary.

To determine the cities where infla‐
tion is rising the most – and thus is
the biggest problem – WalletHub
compared 23 major MSAs (Metro‐
politan Statistical Areas) across two
key metrics involving the Consumer
Price Index, which measures infla‐
tion. 

The Consumer Price Index was
compared for the latest month for
which BLS data is available to two
months prior and one year prior to
get a snapshot of how inflation has
changed in the short and long term.

Rising the Most Rising the Least
1. Phoenix, AZ 19. Los Angeles, CA
2. Miami, FL 20. Chicago, IL
3. Tampa, FL 21. San Diego, CA
4. Atlanta, GA 22. Honolulu, HI
5. Seattle, WA 23. Minneapolis, MN

To view the full report and your
city’s rank, please visit: https://wal‐
lethub.com/edu/cities‐infla‐
tion/107537

Report
2022’s best cities
for New Year’s
celebrations

With New Year’s around the cor‐
ner and 70% of Americans spending
at least $50 on food and drinks for
the occasion, the personal‐finance
website WalletHub just released its
report on 2022’s Best Cities for New
Year’s.

To determine which cities are the
best for safely ringing in the new year
without breaking the bank, Wal‐
letHub compared the 100 biggest
cities across 29 key metrics. The data
set ranges from safety and vaccina‐
tion rates to quality food options and
costs.

Best Cities for New Year’s
1. New York, NY 11. Miami, FL
2. Orlando, FL 12. Austin, TX
3. Las Vegas, NV 13. San Antonio, TX
4. San Francisco, CA 14. San Diego, CA
5. Atlanta, GA 15. Nashville, TN
6. Denver, CO 16. Louisville, KY
7. Washington, DC 17. Boston, MA
8. Chicago, IL 18. Philadelphia, PA
9. Los Angeles, CA 19. El Paso, TX
10. Seattle, WA 20. New Orleans, LA

Key Stats 
• 80+ Million – Number of Ameri‐

cans who will travel for the New
Year’s holiday this year, with nearly
half of them driving to their destina‐
tion.

• 59% – Share of Americans who

plan to celebrate New Year's Eve with
family or friends. Only 37% will
attend public events or eat out.

• $865 – Average cost for a couple
to enjoy dinner and a show on New
Year's Eve in the three largest cities
(New York, Los Angeles, and Chica‐
go).

• 360+ Million – Number of glass‐
es of sparkling wine that are drunk
each New Year's Eve.

To view the full report and your
city’s rank, please visit: https://wal‐
lethub.com/edu/best‐places‐for‐new‐
years‐eve/17263

New research reveals
California has 3rd
highest cost of living
in the US

The research, undertaken by Lensa,
looked at data from World Popula‐
tion Review and United States Cen‐
sus Bureau to determine which state
had the highest cost of living in 2022
and the lowest labour costs from the
years 2016‐2020.

Here  are the top 10 states with the
highest cost of living:

Rank State   Cost of living index score

1 Hawaii 193.3
2 New York 148.2
3 California 142.2
4 Mass. 135.0
5 Oregon 130.1
6 Alaska 127.1
7 Maryland 124.0
8 Connecticut 121.6
9 Rhode Island 117.2
10 Vermont 117.0

The highest cost of living is in
Hawaii (193.3), the highest in the
nation, meaning the cost of living in
the state is nearly twice the average. 

Times Feature

Merry 
Christmas
and Happy
New Year

from
the staff of the

Almaden
Times
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CAMPBELL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
400 W. Campbell Ave.
Campbell, CA 95008
(408) 378-4418
Pastor: Rev. Naomi
Schulz
No Matter Where You Are
On Life’s Journey, You
Are Welcome Here!
We are an Open and
Affirming Congregation,
and celebrate members of
the LGBTQ+ Community.
Joy-filled worship every
Sunday at 10:00 AM, with
communion open to all.
Join Pastor Naomi for
tea/coffee at Orchard Val-
ley cafe in Campbell dur-
ing community drop-in
office hours from 11 AM
to 1 PM on most Tues-
days.
Our ministries/activities
include:
• Bible study on the sec-
ond and fourth Wednes-
day of every month, at
6PM.
• A Food Pantry serving
anyone in need--open Tu/
Th/ Sa 10:00 AM to
Noon.
• Lighted Window Pro-
ductions featuring uplift-
ing concerts, thought-
provoking theater produc-
tions, informative lec-

tures, and even an occa-
sional karaoke night--all in
a wholesome environ-
ment.  
Our activities flow from
our core values:
• Extravagant Joy
• Passionate Faith
• Loving Respect
• Deep Connectedness 
• Intentional Growth 
• Shared Laughter 
Visit us at our web site at:
church@campbellucc.org
or better yet, visit us at
our worship services on
Sundays at 10:00 AM.
Coffee, refreshments, and
conversation always, right
after service.

CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH OF ALMADEN
VALLEY, UCC
6581 Camden Ave., San
Jose, CA 95120. Pastor,
Rev. Marty Williams, 408
268 0243.
www.ccavucc.org.
We are a welcoming
church with a progressive
approach to faith, worship
and giving to our local
community. We are proud
to be UCC, Open and
Affirming (O&A) and wel-
come members of the
LGBT community. We
support local LifeMoves
(formerly InnVision) Shel-
ter Feedings once a
month, San Francisco
Night Ministry, Second

Harvest Food Bank,
Church World Service,
and Communities
Responding to End Pover-
ty.
Worship Sunday, 9:00 AM
followed by fellowship
and refreshments. 1st
Sunday in Worship: Holy
Communion
2nd Sunday in Worship:
Folks Choir and Potluck
Sunday.
Tuesdays, AA Meetings,
8:15 - 9:15 PM.
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM,
Women’s Study Group.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
5351 Carter Ave., San
Jose 95118
408.265.5837
www.bibleroad.org
We strive to be a group of
Christians that love and
honor God and Jesus
Christ in our daily lives.
We assemble each Sun-
day to encourage each
other through singing,
studying, praying and
sharing in the Lord’s sup-
per. Simple—just like
what one reads about in
the New Testament.
Bible class at 9:30 AM
Worship at 10:30 AM
Located in south San
Jose near Kooser Rd. and
Camden Ave. (behind the
Almaden Valley Athletic
Club). Come make new
Christian friends!

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave. San
Jose, CA 95120.  The
Rev. Shelley Booth Den-
ney, Rector Phone:408-
268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal Church
in Almaden (ECA), we are
joyful followers of Jesus
Christ. Through worship,
study, fellowship and out-
reach, we strive to nur-
ture and grow a strong
faith community of believ-
ers, a family of all ages,
where each member feels
welcomed, loved, valued
and empowered to serve.
Children are especially
welcomed and cherished
as an important part of
God's family. All junior
high and senior high stu-
dents are welcome to
participate in our Youth
Groups. During the
school year we have joint
Sunday School with our
sister church, the Con-
gregational Church of
Almaden Valley, UCC. The
Episcopal Church in
Almaden offers the fol-
lowing regular opportuni-
ties for worship: Sunday
at 7:30AM and 10:45AM,
Holy Communion service.
Each Sunday service is
followed by a coffee hour
for friendship and conver-
sation.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsanjose.org
2486 Ruby Ave,
San Jose CA 95148. 
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum" the
English meaning is "Peace
be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who are
Muslims, and what is the
Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and way
of life. Islam began in the
7th century. People who
follow Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is the
Divine book that guides
Muslims to practice Islam. 
"Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
latak"" the English mean-
ing is " May Allah (swt)
protect you and your family".
Please visit our website to
learn more.

FIRST CHURCH 
DOWNTOWN
Worshipping at 55 N. 7th
Street, in downtown San
Jose.  (Horace Mann
school) firstchurchdown-
town.com
Telephone: (408) 294-
7254 x310. We are a
community serving the
Christ from the heart of
the City, working to know
Jesus and make Jesus
known by serving, wor-
shipping, and learning
together.  Worship servic-
es are at 10:00 AM at the
Horace Mann Community
Center (7th and Santa
Clara Streets). Worship
includes both contempo-
rary and traditional music,
a message that is relevant
to real life, based in the
Bible, and meaningful to
people of all ages and
backgrounds.  We work in
our community to provide
real assistance and long-
term, life-saving solutions:
food, housing, counsel-
ing, and spiritual direction.
Our children's & families'
ministries include Sunday
classes, outdoor family
activities such as bike
rides and fishing trips.
Come, Make a Difference
and feel the difference
God can make in your life!

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchEver-
green.Com
408 274 1200 
See you on Facebook.
2650 Aborn Rd at
Kettmann, across from
the Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 55 years. 
John Goldstein Pastor.
john@GraceChurchEver-
green.com. Christian

worship every Sunday at
11am. Together we build
better lives and a better
community.
Music Institute (408)791
7772. After School
Piano, Violin, Other clas-
sical Instruments.
PreSchool, Ages 2-6
Caring for your child with
God’s love and affection.
Check our website for
current activities.

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our members.
If you are looking for an
active Christian faith
community, we invite
you to experience Holy
Spirit Parish Community.
All are welcome! We are
located at 1200 Red-
mond Avenue, San Jose,
CA 95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m. Mon-
day - Friday. Our week-
end Mass schedule is
Saturday 5 p.m., Sunday
8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30
a.m. and 6 p.m. Rite of
Reconciliation is every
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our Parish
Office is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or
408-997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. Information
on Faith Formation for
children and adults can
be obtained by calling
our Catechetical Office at
408-997-5115. Get in
the loop with our 3sixty
High School Youth Min-
istry by calling 408-997-
5106. Holy Spirit School
serves grades Pre-K
through 8th, and is locat-
ed at 1198 Redmond
Avenue. You can reach
the school office at 408-
268-0794.

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 &
11:00 AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We invite you to become
a part of our hospitable,

intimate Catholic parish.
We are a caring commu-
nity, promoting spiritual
growth, reaching out to
people in need and
whereyou get to know
peopleby name. We
offer children's religious
education (CREATE);
Youth Ministry (BLAST
& X-STATIC); Scripture
Study (day & evening);
Senior's Group and
many other adult min-
istries as well. Saint
Anthony parish is locat-
ed in Almaden Valley at
20101 McKean Road,
San Jose, 95120. Our
weekend Masses are at
4 p.m. on Saturday at
our historic church at
21800 Bertram Road in
New Almaden, CA
95042 and on Sunday at
8:30 a.m.,10:30 a.m.,
and 5:30 p.m. at the
McKean Road location.
Our Parish Office is open
Monday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
and Tuesday thru Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and
1 - 4 p.m. For more infor-
mation, stop by the
Parish Office or call
(408) 997-4800, or visit
our website at www.
churchstanthony.com.
Fr. Larry Hendel, Pastor.

SAN JOSE GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148 The
word Sikh (see-kh) means
"disciple" or "student." A
Sikh is a practitioner of the
faith founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak in
Punjab of old British India.
A Guru who is a "teacher"
or "enlightener" completes
the relationship of teach-
ing and learning.  Sikhism
is monotheistic and
stresses the equality of all
men and women. Sikhs
believe in three basic prin-
ciples; meditating on the
name of God (praying),
earning a living by honest
means and sharing the
fruits of one's labor with
others. Currently there  are
close to one million Sikhs
living in the USA and
Canada and 25 million
Sikhs living around the
world. Sikhism is the 5th
largest religion in the
world.  At the Gurdwara
(House of God) in San
Jose we welcome all. We
pray daily for peace and
prosperity for everybody
in the world.  Come to
visit and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365 days of
the year and serves com-
plementary vegetarian
meals.  We also encour-

age you to enter our histo-
ry room on site and walk
the beautiful grounds.
Learn more about us and
community events we
sponsor by visiting our
website; http://www. San-
JoseGurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
CATHOLIC CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofassisi.com
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join our
community of faith located
in the Evergreen area of
San Jose. We are an
inclusive diverse commu-
nity striving to serve as
Disciples of Jesus Christ
in the footsteps of St.
Francis, offering prayerful
and joyful liturgies; evan-
gelization, fellowship, and
service opportunities to
the community. We offer
spiritual opportunities for
all ages, including chil-
dren's liturgy, dynamic
E.C.H.O - Jr. High, IGNITE
- High School and North
Star -Young Adult Min-
istries, along with small
faith communities and
opportunities to help the
poor and marginalized of
San Jose. Our Preschool
is the only Catholic Pre-
school offering quality
family oriented service in
the Evergreen and Silver
Creek areas. Our Chapel,
Gathering Hall, Parish
Office, Mission Center,
Parish Gift Shop, Memori-
al Garden and Preschool
are all located at 5111
San Felipe Rd. Please
come join us to worship
at one of the following
times and locations: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday 5:00PM,
Sunday 8:30 AM, 10:30
AM, 12:30 PM, 4:00 PM
(Mass in Vietnamese),
6:00 PM Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi Gath-
ering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo Mass -
Second Sunday of the
month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated Com-
munity (Cribari Auditori-
um) Sunday 8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission Center
open M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM.
Come join us and share
your presence with us so
that together we may grow
and share our gifts to help
build God's Kingdom!

For Worship
listing 

ads, call
408.483-5458

The Almaden Senior Association mem‑
bers are a diverse group of enthusiastic,
active, 50+ adults who enjoy new learn‑
ing opportunities, new experiences, and
new adventures. 

Membership in the Almaden Senior Asso‑
ciation offers discounts and opportunities
to enjoy . . . 

•  exercise classes for all levels of ability;
•  lunches and other social programs

organized and run by members of the Associ‐
ation;

•  book clubs, cooking, computer and photography classes;
•  trips to local and not so local places of interest such as the Steinbeck Muse‐

um in Salinas, Whale Watching in Monterey, casino trips and more.

As a member you’re encouraged to help plan these activities and suggest new
ones to enjoy. The Senior Association Philanthropy Program set up a process to
donate funds to other non‐profit organizations that reflect our mission.

Connected
We enjoy meeting new people, making new connections and getting involved. All
volunteer opportunities are based on your time and energy commitment. Fees for
classes, trips and social events are kept low because of senior volunteer participa‐
tion and membership strength.

Stop by the main desk at the Almaden Community Center and ask for an applica‐
tion today. Yearly dues of $10 are returned to you by discounts to most of the pro‐
grams  you participate in.

Join us today, meet new people and get involved with classes and programs that
will enhance your life  and open new doors.

For more information, go to www.almadenseniors.org
Contact via email: alamadenseniors1@gmail.com
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Shoe Repair Driving School

Advantage Driving School is the premier driving school in northern Califor-
nia. Advantage Driving School has trained more than 

300,000 students to drive safely since 1994. We offer complete 
programs for both traditional classroom and online courses. 

Driver Training is the behind the wheel training which prepares your 
child to pass the driving test at the DMV. We also offer complete programs
for adults and senior citizens. If you have never driven or just need some

supplemental instruction to improve your driving skills, we are just the
school for you! We believe Advantage Driving School offers a great 

combination of experienced driving instructors and affordable prices! 
Location: 5440 Thornwood Drive, Suite F; 

Hours: 9 am-5 pm M-F 9 am–12 noon S-S; Phone: 408.363.4182; Email:
info@advantagedriversed.com | Website: advantagedriversed.com

Call to place your 
ad today!  

408-494-7000

Employment

JewelryClocks

Employment

Publishing

TimesClassifieds

Cost Estimator
Prepare cost estimates for construction projects. 

Master's in civil engineering. 

JKL Construction Services, Inc. 
751 S. Bascom Ave, San Jose, CA 95128

Lead Database Administrator
Sify Technologies North America Corporation seeks Lead Database
Administrator in Santa Clara, CA and Philadelphia, PA. Partner with
architects of different engineering/application teams to engineer com‐
plex technical product in order to provide business solutions to various
business divisions as a part of DBA Engineering project activities. Imple‐
ment and administer Oracle streams for live reporting server, database
consolidation, zero downtime migration. Travel lo unanticipated client
sites within the US. May need to relocate. Work from home is an option.
Send resume to: katta.reddy@sifycorp.com

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On-
Demand On All Your Favorite Screens.
CHOICE Package, $64.99/mo plus
taxes for 12months. Premium Chan-
nels at No Charge for One Year! Any-
time, anywhere. Some restrictions
apply. W/ 24-mo. agmt TV price higher
in 2nd year. Regional Sports Fee up to
$8.49/mo. is extra & applies. Call IVS
1-408-688-5490

The bathroom of your dreams for as
little as $149/month! BCI Bath &
Shower. Many options available. Quali-
ty materials & professional installation.
Senior & Military Discounts Available.
Limited Time Offer - FREE virtual in-
home consultation now and SAVE
15%! Call Today! 1-844-988-1663
Become a Published Author. We want
to Read Your Book! Dorrance Publish-
ing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920.
Book manuscript submissions current-
ly being reviewed. Comprehensive
Services: Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution. Call for
Your Free Author`s Guide 1-866-603-
1640 or visit http://dorranceinfo.com/
evergreen

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid, pre-
pare for power outages and power
your home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down Financing Option.
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote
today. Call 1-877-920-0653

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call
855-977-5344

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED
Life Insurance! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay
funeral and other final expenses.Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company-
877-864-3769 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/almaden

The COVID crisis has cost us all
something. Many have lost jobs and
financial security. Have $10K In Debt?
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans.
Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF! We can
help! Get a FREE debt relief quote: Call
1-650-383-1785

Notices
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