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Appliance Service & Repair
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218-927-2027
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For more information call
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Star Service

Serving All Makes •Over 35 Years Experience

jlblak@embarqmail.com

HUNTER INJURED 
FROM DEER 
STAND FALL

Drs. Murray & Shannon Smith •23 West Main Street, Crosby •www.askdrsmith.com •(218) 851-9626

SHIFT CLINIC
Integrative Medicine •In Person or TeleHealth Access (online health consultation) •Doctor-grade supplements delivered to your door 

To gain access to our Nutrition  Hub,  just text your name and email to (218) 851-9626

Chiropractic •Acupuncture •Massage •NeuroMetabolic Care •Guided Weight Loss •Slim Laser •Magnesphere Resonance Therapy •PEMF 

 
Schedule your first appointment by Jan. 15, 2023 and receive a

FREE Weight Loss Consultation* *Up to 15 
Minutes

Slim for the Holidays!
— Call Today —
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WHAT’’S 
INSIDE 

Large Selection of 
 Lift Chairs

UNCLAIMED 
FREIGHT NORTH

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 9-5 • Hwy. 210 West, Aitkin • 218-927-6446

ALL SIZES 
NOW ON 

SALE

 PROPANE AVAILABLE 
including for 
Motor Homes

WE HAVE 

AMMO

TOOLS • GIFTS • HOUSEHOLD • LIVING ROOM • BEDROOM • DINING

Get Your

Fish Houses
Starting at 

$34999

 Ice Fishing Gear Here!

 Norfin Boots 
with Cleat 

$10999

Sale
 OUR LOWEST PRICE 
ON ALL FLOOR SAMPLE 

MATTRESSES !

Hurry In for the 
BEST SELECTION 
Before It's Gone!

We need to make room for All of the NEW 2023 Styles!
In Addition to our Mattress Floor Sample Sale, there is an 

End-Of-The-Year
Clearance Sale! 

FLOOR SAMPLE

MATTRESS
50% 
OFF 

16413 Highway 371, Brainerd, MN  56401 • 218-828-3020
2 Miles North of Baxter on 371 • www.371furniture.com

371sales@gmail.com • Hours: 9-6 Mon - Sat; 11-4 Sun

Buy It 
Today... 
Have It 
Today!*

* on In Stock Items

 Locally 
Owned and 
Operated

It's ALL 
On Sale!

Nothing 
Held Back!

Merry Christmas
Christmas Begins with Christ

 Christmas
 Begins with Christ

Merry Christmas

County. Ole Howard sug-
gested I run for Crow Wing 
County attorney. I talked it 
over with my wife, Marie, and 
my grandpa, and decided to 
do it. I was elected in 1994.”

Marie has been his most 
important support over the 
years, he said.
Hardworking staff

“Janine LaPage is my most 
senior staff member. She 
does adult prosecution. I 
have a great staff of talented, 
dedicated and hardworking 
individuals. I personally hire 
everyone who works here. I 
look for that sparkle in their 
eyes. We have pretty good 
retention too. People seem 
to like working here. 

“People may meet the 
qualifications but when I 
interview them and ask them 
why I should hire them, I look 
for them to lean forward and 
have that sparkle in their 
eyes. We need go-getters. It 
is a high-paced, high-stress, 
demanding job. And we don’t 
get to deal with society’s 
greatest issues.”

A priority is assuring that 
staff have plenty of family 
time. 
Demands of the job

“I haven’t had a good 
night’s sleep in 28 years,” 
he admitted. He may get 

called in the middle of the 
night or while on vacation if 
something important is going 
down in Crow Wing County. 
Although he is on call around 
the clock, he said he still feels 
blessed to have his job.

He has been very active 
within the community in the 
past and now sits on the Lakes 
Area United Way Board. He 
was in the Jaycees when they 
started the winter fishing 
tournament.
On the right track

There have been some 
success stories over the years 
when offenders are given 
second chances. Drug court 
and sober communities help 
many people get on the right 
track. “One guy that we gave 
a second chance to, his moth-
er wrote to us and said he was 
in the Navy seals.”

He is not in favor of legal-
izing recreational marijuana 
in Minnesota, saying the 
benefits are outweighed by 
the problems.

Ryan said that with his 
great staff, and professional 
and efficient county govern-
ment, taxpayers can be proud 
of their county government.
Is this your last term?

“I said my last term was —
so you never say never. May-
be no one else wants my job.”

By ANN SCHWARTZ
Fallon Ryan, now studying 

at law school, is the fifth 
generation of Ryans to enter 
the legal profession.

Her dad Don, 62, won 
re-election in November of 
2022. This January, he will 
start his 29th year as the Crow 
Wing County attorney.

“Being a county attorney 
in outstate Minnesota is the 
greatest job you can have,” 
said Ryan in an interview. 
“We have a positive impact 
on our county. We prose-
cute adults and juveniles 
for crimes, and lead child 
protection cases. But we also 
help out on the civil side of 
the law, with such things as 
eminent domain, contracts, 
elections and zoning. It’s cool 
to have a positive impact on 

the community.”
The most challenging part 

of the job is when he meets 
with crime victims and their 
families and tells them there 
isn’t enough evidence to 
bring a case to court. “It is 
emotionally heavy for the 
family and the attorney.” But 
bringing a case to court with 
inadequate evidence doesn’t 
work for the family, the court 
system nor the community, 
he noted.

Ryan, a self proclaimed 
fast-talker —in that he speaks 
fast—said there have been so 
many changes since he first 
took office in 1995 that it is 
hard to list them all.

“In 1995, we had a staff of 
three attorneys, two non-at-
torney staff and myself. We 
were on two different levels 
of the historic courthouse 
in what are now janitorial 
closets.”

There was no internet, no 
interconnectivity among staff 
or between departments. 

“We took our crime-scene 
photos down to Brown Pho-
to and ordered two copies. 
When transferring inmates 
from the jail to the courtroom, 
we led them through under-
ground tunnels and rode in a 
public elevator. It was neither 
safe nor secure.

“Now, everyone has a com-
puter with two monitors on 
their desk. There are squad 
cams and body cams and 
digital equipment in the 
courtroom.”

Ryan has prosecuted every 
homicide that took place in 
Crow Wing County over the 
past 28 years. Some are high 
profile cases, such as the one 
being investigated now of a 
mother accused of medically 
torturing her children. “There 
are very gruesome child 
protection and sexual abuse 
cases,” he noted.
Legacy of law

Great-grandpa Michael, 
grandpa Donald, father 
Thomas, Donald (himself) 
and daughter Fallon are the 
Ryans from his family who 
have been attorneys in Brain-
erd. Uncles and cousins have 
also practiced in the Brainerd 
and Aitkin areas.

“My daughter Fallon is in 
law school and she will be 
the fifth generation of Ryans 
practicing law.”
Becoming a prosecutor

“After law school I joined 
the family law firm. There 
were no public defender 
offices at the time. It was con-
tracted. I practiced general 
law and became an assistant 
public defender in Aitkin 

Crow Wing County Attorney Don Ryan’s legacy of law

Crow Wing County Attorney 
Don Ryan

The NewsHopper furnished FREE, because of the advertisers. Please let them know you appreciate it. 
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CASH 4
JUNK CARS

AND MACHINERY

CASH 4
JUNK CARS

AND MACHINERY

Call
218-839-3371

Amuse Bouche
Smoked Trout Tartlette

English Cucumber, Fresh Dill
 

Appetizer (select one)
Louisiana Oysters

1/2 dozen Baked Oysters with Andouille Sausage, Local
Mushrooms & Parmesan Cheese

or
Elk Wellington

Puff Pastry, Mushroom Duxelle, Blackberry Demi-
Glace

 

Soup & Salad (select one)
Grilled Peach & Burrata Salad

Prosciutto, Arugula & Aged Balsamic
or

Winter Squash Bisque
Smoked Crème Fraiche, Roasted Pepitas

 
Entrée (select one)

Filet Oscar
Lobster, Purple Sweet Potato Puree, Grilled Asparagus,

Bernaise
or

Roasted 1/2 Pheasant
Herb Roasted Potatoes, Honey & Orange Glazed

Carrots, Pistachio & Fig Chutney
or

Lobster Stuffed Walleye Paupiettes
Heirloom Tomato & Herb Cous Cous, Prosciutto

Wrapped Asparagus, Crispy Capers, Lemon Aoili
 

Dessert (select one)
White Chocolate Raspberry Cheesecake 

or 
Bette Le Mae

 

 (includes a complimentary glass of champagne)
 

New Year's Eve 
@White Oak Grill 

 Dec. 31 5-9pm 
Reservations required,  218-678-4678

17698 MN 6 Deerwood, MN
218-678-4678

850 2nd Street NW, Aitkin, MN 56431
218.927.2182 • www.aicota.com

This is not just a home … it’s a secure,
comfortable place to call home.

At Aicota Assisted Living, we offer residents a unique experience that combines
high quality accommodations and services which are designed to promote a

dignified independent lifestyle. As a resident, you will enjoy a peaceful setting, 
along with friendly, compassionate and professional staff that are 

available to meet your needs 24 hours a day.

• 1-Bedroom & Studio Apartments
• Dining Rooms with 3 Meals/Day
• Living Rooms and Large Stone

Fireplaces

• Outdoor Patio Area and Gardens
• Salon/Barber Shop
• Daily Planned Activities & more!
• Personalized Care Plans

A S S I S T E D  L I V I N G

Ruttger's Retail
Holiday Sale

OPEN
Regular Hours Dec 29-Jan 1
Thur-Sat 10:00am-7:00pm

Sun 10:00am-4:00pm

Dec. 29-Jan. 1
All gifts, clothes, & shoes are buy one

at regualr price and get a second at 1/2
off (*1/2 off is of equal or leser value)

Winter Retail is located in the Golf Shop, next
to White Oak Grill

Shop online at ruttgersretail.com

RILEY’S NAPA 
AUTO SUPPLY

AITKIN • 218-927-2153

 LARGEST 
SELECTION 
of hydraulic hose & fittings

up thru 2” 4 wire 

MINNESOTA’S

rileyautosupply.com

ONE OF
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Hoppers Helper’s Service Directory
Pet Care ServiCe

Dogpatch • 218-927-4353 Expert Pet Grooming & 
Boarding Services. West of Aitkin on Cedar Brook Rd.   
tfn

     Heating & air Conditioning  
Ken’s  Heat ing  & Mobi le  Home Supply  
LP & Natura l  Gas  •  Nat iona l ly  Cer t i f ied 
Service Technician  –  over 30 Years Experience 
Residential & Commercial  •  Mobile Home 
Heating and Air Conditioning • RV’s/Supplies 
218-821-6720  •  Aitkin • kensheatingllc.com  w47 2020

aPPlianCe SaleS & ServiCe
Jim Blakesley Appliance Service & Repair 
218-927-2027 • 1-888-450-8845 • Aitkin 
Washers, Dryers, Stoves, Refrigerators, Air  
Condit ions, Sept ic Protectors, and MORE. 
Authorized Platinum Star Service. tfn

ContraCtorS  
R a d t k e  R e m o d e l i n g  &  C o n s t r u c t i o n  
Custom Built Homes • Remodeling • Garages 
N e w  A d d i t i o n s  •  P o l e  B u i l d i n g s  • 
G e n e r a l  C o n t r a c t i n g  •  I n s u l a t i o n 
D e a n  R a d t k e ,  A i t k i n .  L i c .  # 2 0 1 0 8 7 5 8 
www.radtkeremode l ingconst ruc t ion .com   
218-678-3403• 218-839-6103 2018w39

inSuranCe

 
4 locations to serve you 
Aitkin 218-927-3712 • Moose Lake 218-485-8735 
• Isle 320-676-3795 • Grand Marias 218-387-1540 

SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES 
5 lines for $15.00 per week
4 lines for $12.00 per week
3 lines for $9.00 per week

Hoppers Helper’s Service Directory

READER RIBBETS

OBITUARIES

Greetings from the Lueck 
family as we prepare to cel-
ebrate the birth of Jesus and 
welcome in a fresh New Year. 
It’s a wonderful time to enjoy 
the company of friends and 
loved ones this Christmas 
Season.  

That is exactly what we are 
doing, Linda and I are current-
ly in the southern Philippines 
visiting with our son and 
daughter-in-law’s family, many 
of whom we are meeting for 
the first time.

Looking to the new year, be-
ginning the first week in Janu-
ary, the new legislative district 
boundaries will take effect. 
Redistricting splintered our 
current district, which I have 
represented for the past eight 
years, into parts of three new 
Minnesota House legislative 
districts. That caused me to 
decide not to seek reelection 
in the new district which I now 
find myself in.

That district now includes 

friend and fellow legislator 
Rep. Ron Kresha. He will be 
representing me going forward 
in the new district, which 
now includes southern Aitkin 
County and portions of several 
other counties to our south.

Most of the portion of Crow 
County I formally represented 
will now be represented by 
newly elected Ben Davis. The 
northern part of Aitkin County 
will be represented by another 
friend and fellow legislator, 
Rep. Spencer Igo.

I have worked closely with 
both Ron and Spencer in the 
legislature, as their previous 
legislative districts bordered 
our old district. I also have 
gotten to know Ben Davis, 
who was elected in the new 
House district that now en-
compasses most of rural Crow 
Wing County.

All three are great public 
servants. I am confident they 
we will do an excellent job go-
ing forward. To email them, get 

their office phone number and 
get on their email subscription 
list visit the official House 
website: www.house.mn.

As this will be the last gen-
eral correspondence I release 
as your current legislator, I 
want to express my gratitude 
and heartfelt thanks to the 
wonderful people of Aitkin 
and Crow Wing counties that 
have allowed me to represent 
them in St. Paul over the past 
eight years. 

It has been a privilege and 
honor to serve the citizens 
of Aitkin and Crow counties 
as your legislator. Please be 
assured that I will continue to 
fight to preserve and protect 
our part of Minnesota, which 
remains a great place to live, 
work and raise a family. 

Merry Christmas and may 
you and your family enjoy a 
wonderful New Year.

Representative Dale Lueck
Minnesota House
District 10B

Rep. Dale Lueck legislative update

Continued on Page 4

KENNETH SOLOM
Kenneth Paul Solom, 80, 

of Baxter died on Saturday, 
December 17, 2022 at 5:16 
p.m. at the Lakeview Hos-
pital in Two Harbors related 
to various complications of 
Alzheimer’s Disease.

A Funeral Service to cele-
brate Kenneth’s dedication 

to God and country through his 
military service in the U.S. Navy 
from 1960 to 1966 and other ser-
vices to the community through 

the VFW, the American Legion Honor Guard and 
other lifelong endeavors as well as his dedication 
to his loving family and friends, will be held at 
12:00 p.m. on Wednesday, December 28, 2022 at 
the Immanuel Lutheran Church in Crosby with full 
military honors presented by the Walter Scott Er-
ickson American Legion Post 557 of Deerwood.  
Visitation will be one hour prior to the service at 

the church on Wednesday.  Burial will be held 
at 1:00 p.m. on Thursday, December 29, 2022 
at the Bethlehem Lutheran Cemetery in Askov.  

Preceding Kenneth in death by his beloved par-
ents, Kenneth Mervin Solom and Ella Elizabeth 
(Treichel) Solom as well as his grandparents, one 
younger brother, Bruce Roger Solom, several 
aunts, uncles and one cousin Richard A. Solom.

Kenneth is survived by and will be greatly 
missed by his loving wife of 60 years, San-
dra Janice (Mattsen) Solom; three sons and 
daughter-in-law: Timothy Alan Solom, Thomas 
Andrew and Erika (Lowery) Soloml and Todd 
Anthony Solom; sister and brother-in-law, Jean 
and James Gabrick; sister-in-law, Linda; seven 
grandchildren, four great-grandchildren and 
several nieces, nephews and cousins.

Arrangements were with the McGregor Funeral 
Home and Cremation Service in McGregor. Leave  
online condolences at www.srtfuneral.com.

VIRGINIA PLATISHA
Virginia Luella Platisha, 99, 

died peacefully on Saturday, 
Dec. 17, 2022 in Crosby with 
family holding her hand.

A Memorial service will be 
held at 11:00 a.m., on Tues-
day, December 27, 2022 at 
the Cascade United Method-
ist Church in Deerwood. Visi-

tation will be one hour before the service.  Burial 
will be at the Scandia Cemetery in Deerwood at 
a later date.  Wear something pink if you’d like; 
it was her favorite.

She was born to Anna Marie Olson Karnowski 
and David Herman Karnowski in Crosby on No-
vember 22, 1923. She Virginia was a 1941 gradu-
ate of Crosby Ironton High School. She attended 
the University of Minnesota and graduated from 
the Minnesota School of Business in Minneapo-
lis. She married Eli Platisha on June 22,1951 at 
the Deerwood Methodist Church with her uncle, 
Rev. Russell Olson, officiating. The couple moved 
to Portland, OR and later returned to Minnesota 
to raise their family on Serpent Lake.

Virginia was employed by Refrigeration Engi-
neers International, Deerwood Bank, and School 
District 182. She served on the Deerwood City 

Council and School Board, and the Lakes Area 
Concert Association Board. Virginia was a 
Charter member of the Walter Scott Erickson 
American Legion Auxiliary in Deerwood and the 
Deerwood Civic League. She was a longtime 
member of the Deerwood Methodist Churches, 
active in Sunday School and Youth Fellowship, 
and a Girl Scout Leader. Virginia loved nothing 
more than time with her family.  Hospitality and 
good food were her passions. 

She is survived by her daughter and son-in-
law, Barb and Duane Anderson of Crosby; sons 
and daughter-in-law, Perry and Julie Platisha of 
Maple Grove, and Steve Platisha of Deerwood; 
seven grandchildren: Molly, Blake (Kate), Aaron 
(Jamie), Joel (Katie), Jordan (Taylor), Ana and 
Casey, and 10 great-grandchildren: Eva Luella, 
Benson, Gianna, Henning, Makai, Luella, Tatum, 
Lynden, Eli, and Aiden; brothers and sister-in-
law: David (Judy) Karnowski of New Brighton 
and Malcolm Karnowski of Deerwood and many 
other family members and friends.

She was preceded in death by her husband, Eli;  
son, Joseph; parents; brother, Darwin Karnowski. 

Arrangements were with the Koop Funeral 
Home of Crosby.  To leave a message of condo-
lence go to www.koopfuneralhome.com. 
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 Crow Wing County 
Household Hazardous Waste Facility 
OPEN Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Never dump household hazardous waste such as pesticides,
 fertilizers, paint or solvents down the toilet, down the drain,

 into a storm drain, open waterway or ditch. 
Beyond posing a threat to our health and environment, 

such dumping is illegal.

Automotive • Paint • Home Improvement • Workshop
 Crafts • Lawn • Garden • Household Cleaners 

The Collection Site is at the Landfill 
Nine Miles Southwest of Crosby

on Highway 210

Read the Warning Labels: A product has one or more hazardous properties, if it shows the 
single words: Corrosive, Flammable, Caution, Warning, Danger, Poisonous, Toxic, Explosive or 

Reactive. It does not become any less hazardous when you throw it away.
Please Note: The Household Hazardous Waste Facility 

DOES NOT ACCEPT Florescent Light Bulbs, Business or Farm Hazardous Waste. 

For more information call 
Crow Wing County Land Services at 218-824-1010. 

CREED STRELOW
Creed Strelow, a boy, weighing 7 lbs., was born Dec. 15, 2022, in Aitkin, to Liz Klabunde of 

Isle and Nate Strelow of Onamia. Grandparents are Bruce and Charlotte “Sissy” Klabunde, 
Princeton; and Dawn Iaquinto, Onamia.

CHRISTMAS EVE - SATURDAY, DEC. 24   
Aitkin
Mass, St. James Catholic Church, 299 Red Oak Drive ...................................................5:00 p.m.
Brainerd
Mass, All Saints Catholic Church, 16898 Carlson Lake Rd.  ..........................................4:00 p.m.
Mass, St. Andrew’s Catholic Church, 1108 Willow Street ..............................................4:00 p.m.
Mass, St. Francis Catholic Church 404 N 9th St  .........................................4:00 p.m. & Midnight 
Candlelight Service, Good Shepherd Free Lutheran, 5878 Pine Beach Rd  .....................4:00 p.m. 
Crosby
Service, Immanuel Lutheran Church, 600 SW 4th St  ................ 2:00 p.m., 4:00 p.m. & 8:00 p.m.
Mass, St. Joseph Catholic Church, 617 Poplar St  .........................................................4:00 p.m. 
Crosslake
Mass, Immaculate Heart Catholic Church, 35208 County Road 37 ...............................4:00 p.m.

Deerwood
Candle Light Services, Salem Lutheran Church, 21276 Archibald Road ...   3:00 p.m.  & 5:00 p.m.
Fort Ripley
Mass, St. Mathias Catholic Church,  4529 Co. Rd. 121 SW  ..........................................8:30 p.m.
 
CHRISTMAS - SUNDAY, DEC. 25  
Aitkin
Mass, St. James Catholic Church, 299 Red Oak Drive .................................................10:30 a.m. 
Brainerd
Mass, St. Francis Catholic Church, 404 N 9th St  .....................................8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Mass, St. Andrew’s Catholic Church, 1108 Willow Street ............................................10:00 a.m.
Mass, All Saints Catholic Church, 16898 Carlson Lake Rd . ........................................10:30 a.m.
Crosby 
Service, Immanuel Lutheran Church, 600 SW 4th St .....   9:00 a.m. with fellowship at 10:00 a.m.
Mass, St. Joseph Catholic Church, 617 Poplar St ........................................................10:30 a.m.
Crosslake
Mass, Immaculate Heart Catholic Church, 35208 County Road 37 ............ Midnight & 8:30 a.m.
Deerwood
Services, Salem Lutheran Church, 21276 Archibald Road ...........................................  9:00 a.m.
Emily
Mass, St. Emily’s Catholic Church, 39922 Lake Street  ................................................10:30 a.m. 
Garrison 
Mass, Our Lady of Fatima, 27332 Central St. ...............................................................8:30 a.m.
McGrath
Mass, Our Lady of Fatima, 102 S Hwy. 65 ................................................................  10:00 a.m. 
McGregor
Mass, Holy Family Catholic Church, 2 S Maddy Street ................................................. 8:00 a.m. 

NEW YEAR’S EVE - SATURDAY, DEC. 31  
Brainerd
Mass, All Saints Catholic Church, 16898 Carlson Lake Rd . ..........................................4:00 p.m.
Mass, St. Andrew’s Catholic Church, 1108 Willow Street ..............................................4:30 p.m.
Mass, St. Francis Catholic Church, 404 N 9th St  ..........................................................5:00 p.m.
Garrison 
Mass, Our Lady of Fatima, 27332 Central St. ...............................................................4:00 p.m.

NEW YEAR’S DAY - SUNDAY, JAN. 1  
Brainerd
Mass, St. Francis Catholic Church, 404 N 9th St  .................... 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m. & 11:15 a.m.
Mass, St. Andrew’s Catholic Church, 1108 Willow Street ............................................10:00 a.m.
Mass, All Saints Catholic Church, 16898 Carlson Lake Rd . ........................................10:30 a.m.
Crosby 
Mass, St. Joseph Catholic Church, 617 Poplar St .....................................8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Fort Ripley
Mass, St. Mathias Catholic Church,  4529 Co. Rd. 121 SW  ..........................................8:00 a.m.

DONALD KOTTKE, JR.
Donald R. Kottke, Jr., 81, 

died on Saturday, Dec. 17, 
2022. 

No public service is planned; 
the family will have a private 
celebration of life this spring 
to honor Don. 

Don was born February 
18, 1941, on a farm in Tintah 

Township in western Minnesota 
to Don Sr. and LaVerne Kottke. 
Don graduated from Tintah High 
School and joined the Navy in 

1959. He married his high school sweetheart, 
Mayva Duffing, in 1960. He was deployed to Mo-
rocco, Africa where Mayva joined him for three 
years. While there, they welcomed a daughter 
(Sherri) and son (Don III). After the Navy, Don and 
Mayva returned to St. Cloud, where he graduated 
from St. Cloud State University with a degree in 
accounting and they welcomed another daughter 
(Shelly). Don and Mayva purchased Crow Wing 
Lake Campground in 1971 in the Brainerd area 

and loved running the park together for 41 years. 
During the winter months, Don ran his own tax 
business. He was very active on the Minnesota 
Campground Owners Association Board, Minne-
sota Heartland Board and Fort Ripley Township 
Board, plus other local organizations. Don loved 
his little people - his kids and grandkids. He was 
happiest giving them golf cart rides all over the 
campground or reading to them. Special mem-
ories include many trips to Disney World, trav-
eling south to Florida or Texas to get away from 
Minnesota winters, and annual deer hunting at 
the family cabin in Nevis. Don had a complicated 
medical history in the past few years. 

He will be dearly missed by Mayva, his wife 
of 62 years;  three children: Sherri King, Don III 
(Lorna) Kottke, Shelly (Joel) Rushmeyer; seven 
grandchildren; five great- grandchildren; and 
siblings: Roger Kottke, Maxine (David) Hoefs, 
and Kevin Kottke. 

He was preceded in death by his parents and  
brother, Bradley. 
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Births, Open Houses, 
Engagements, Weddings

 & Community Events 
are published FREE! 

Send your e-mail to 
hopper@

crosbyironton.net

Koop Funeral Home
32 East Main St., P.O. Box 7 • Crosby, MN 56441
C.F. Michaloski, Director • Mary & Nick Zillmer, Owners/Directors

218-546-5531

• Traditional, Graveside &   
    Memorial Funerals
• Cremation Service
• Out-of-town Arrangements
• Pre-arrangement Plans

Over 80 Years of Caring 
Service on the Cuyuna Range 

& Surrounding Areas

Sorensen-Root-Thompson
Funeral Home & Cremation Services 

Aitkin, MN
218-927-2614

Traditional Funerals • Cremation Services
Celebration of Life • Pre-Planning Services  

Jason Brezinsky 

McGregor Funeral Home
& Cremation Services

McGregor, MN
218-768-3136

Directors: www.srtfuneral.comJerry Thompson • Tad Brezinsky

Locally Owned  & Operated

To become a sponsor of the church 
directory contact Eric at 218-821-1393 

or hopper@crosbyironton.net 218-927-2027
 Toll free: 1-888-450-8845

Appliance Service & Repair

Call

www.NewsHopper.Net

hopper@crosbyironton.net

CHURCH DIRECTORY
* Indicates handicap accessible.  NOTE: All times are Sunday morning (a.m.) unless indicated otherwise. 

ALLIANCE 
Aitkin* — New Life; Larry Burg & Tyrel LaValle, pastors; 

Worship 10:15 am & 6pm; youth group Wed. 6pm;  11-1st 
Street SW;  newlifeaitkin.com 218-927-2823.

Baxter* — Pointway Alliance Church; Rev. Charles Bol-
stridge, 218-537-6505; 7756 Highland Scenic Road;  
Worship 10; www.pointway.org 

Garrison* —  Worship 10:30am
Onamia — Vineland Native American Chapel, Hwy. 169 

north of casino;Worship 11; Pastor Boeringa 320-532-4449   

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Aitkin —  Pastor Andrew Jergenson; Sunday Morning 

Service 10.
Baxter — Heritage Church, Pastor Heath Beard; 9 & 10:45 

Sundays, 6:30p Wednesdays, iamheritage.org 
Crosby — Pastor Dustin McCaleb; Worship 10:30
Crosslake — Crossroads Christian, Rev. Gary Espeseth; SS 

at 9:30, Worship at 10:45
Hill City — Interim Pastor John Koppel, Staff Pastor Lisa 

Jordan; Worship 10; hillcityagchurch@gmail.com; 218-
697-2662 

Palisade — Pastor Charlie Bell; SS 9; Worship 10; Kids 
Church; Small groups during the week 218-845-2726

BAPTIST 
Aitkin - The Journey North, Pastor Jeremiah Rice, 218-824-

5617, Worship 10:30, thejourneynorth.com
Baxter - The Journey North, Pastor Jeremiah Rice, 218-

824-5617, Worship Saturday 5, Sunday 9 & 10:30, the-
journeynorth.com 

Brainerd* - Faith Baptist Church, Pastor Jim Stephens, 
218-829-3191; SS 9:00, Worship 10:30 and 6 p.m., Wed. 
Classes and Clubs 6:30 p.m.; fbcbrainerd.com 

Brainerd- The Church On The Wise Road, Pastor Todd 
Stumbo 218-829-4673, Worship 11:00, SS 9:45 
www.thechurchonthewiseroad.org

Breezy Point — Eagles Nest, Pastor Zach Broom 218-562-
5252, Worship 9:30, SS 11.

Crosby — Bible Baptist, Pastor G. Fisher; SS 9:45; Service 
10:45 and 6 p.m., Bible Study and Our Kids for Christ 
Wed. 7 pm 

Deerwood* — SS 9:30; Worship 10:30 and 6 pm; Wed. 
Service, 6:30 pm.

Glory* —  Pastor Chris Meirose; 927-3678; SS 9:15; Worship 
10:30 am.; Wed 6pm Glory Family night, KidMin grades 
kindergarten - 6, Mad4Christ grades 7-12. aitkinchurch.com

Hill City — Pastor Lonnie Lee; 218-697-2645; Adult SS 9; 
Worship 10 am; Bible Study, Fri., 7 pm.

Isle — Pastor Nick Skogen; 676-3171; SS 9:30; Service 
10:30; Bible Study, Wed., 7 p.m.

Opstead — 676-8859; SS 9:30; Worship, 10:30; Bible Study 
Wed., 7 p.m.

CATHOLIC
Aitkin* — St. James, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581; Mass 

Sat. 5 pm, Sun. 10:30.  Confession Sat. 10-10:45 and 
4-4:45 pm.

Brainerd — St. Andrew’s, Fr. Gabriel Waweru, Sat.4:30; Sun. 
10:00 and St. Mathias Sunday 8:00.

Brainerd — St. Francis, Fr. Michael Garry, Sat. 5:00; Sun-
day 7:30, 9:00, 11:15 and All Saints Saturday 4:00 and 
Sunday 10:30.

Cromwell/Wright — Immaculate Conception, Mass: Sat. 
5 p.m.

Crosby* — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass: M, Th and F 
at 8; Tues at Noon, Sun. 8:30 & 10:30.

Crosslake — Immaculate Heart, 218-692-3731; www.
ihmstemilys.org; Mass: Sat. 4 pm; Sun. 8:30; Confession 
Sat. 3 pm.

Emily — St. Emily, Mass: Mon. & Wed. 8; Sun. 10:30; Con-
fession 1st Sat. 11 or by appt. 218-763-2101.

Garrison  — Our Lady of Fatima, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass Wed. 
9 & Sat. 4 pm, Confession Sat. 3:30 - 3:50 pm

Grand Rapids — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Jerry Weiss, Mass: Sat. 5 
pm; Sun. 8 & 10:30. 218-326-2483

Hillman — Holy Family;  Sun. 10 to Mass Sat. 6:30 pm (only 
through Labor Day)  w/ confession before or by appt.

McGregor – Holy Family, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581; 
Mass Sun. 8 am.  Confession 7:15-7:45 am.

Vineland  — St. Therese, Mass Sun. 11; Holy Days 8:30. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Baxter, Lakes Area — Nondenominational; 7001 Highland 

Scenic Road; Bible Study every Wed. 7 pm; Worship 10:30-
11:30. 218-828-1362

Tamarack — Pastor Terry Banker, 608-475-1528, Worship 
9:30; SS 10:45; Wed Youth 4 pm.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Aitkin — Co. Rd. 12, Chapel Ph. 218-927-4454; Kevin Haffner 

218-792-5684; Sacrament Mtg. 10 
COMMUNITY
Aitkin — Nondenominational; 927-2749; at 219-1st Ave. NE., 

Aitkin, Services Sun.10, 218-927-6959 
Brainerd - Community of Hope Church of the Nazarene- 

Pastor Dave McGaffey Sunday worship at 10, SS 9;  
16549 Johnson Rd -church phone 218-829-9005 

Glen — Pastor R. F. Stauter, 218-838-1981; Worship 9  
May-Oct.

Grand Rapids — Solid Rock Church of God, Pastor Robert 
Kimberling; 218-326-0711; Sun. BS 9:30, Worship 10:30; 
Wed. BS 6:30 pm

Jacobson — Jacobson Community Church, Pastor George 
Collins, 218-252-5938, Sun. SS (All ages) 9:30, Worship 
10:30; Family Time 2nd & 4th Sundays;  Wed. BS 7 pm

Kimberly — Nature Ave. Rev. Rick Perry; Worship 9; Adult 
Bible Study & Sunday School 10:30; 218-927-6256.

McGregor — Amazing Grace Christian Church; Worship 10; 
99 South 1st Street (at the McGregor United Methodist                                                                                                       
church [shared] in downtown McGregor) Pastor Joel 
Seibel.

McGregor — Victory Mission, Pastor J. Gould, 218-768-
2160; Sun. 10; Wed. Bible Study, 7:30 pm. 

Merrifield — Community Church of the Nazarene, Pastor 
Ron Christenson; Service 11 & 6 pm.  Wed. Prayer Meet-
ing, 7  p.m.; 218-829-7536.

Merrifield — Ossipee Community, SS 10; Service 11; Wed. 
Bible Study Prayer, 7:00 p.m.

Nisswa — Christ Community Church, Pastor Richie Bean; 
Service 10; Fellowship 9:30-10

Outing* - Narrows Community Church, Pastor Kenny Holm, 
218-792-5530 Worship 9:30; 6297 Woods Bay NE, just 
north of Hwy. 6 bridge

Palisade —Hilltop Chapel (Waukenabo Twp)*- service 
10 a.m.; Adult and Children’s SS 9 a.m.; 49448 Osprey 
Avenue, Palisade.

Tamarack — Church of Christ, 218-768-3898; Service 
9:30; SS 10:45. 

EPISCOPAL
Aitkin — St. John’s, Holy Communion or Morning Prayer 9
Brainerd* — St. Paul’s, Rev. Joyce A. Rush. In-person wor-

ship service at 10 am Sunday. Online at 5 pm Saturday. 
Call the church 219-829-3834 and leave a message with 
email to receive a Zoom invitation.

EVANGELICAL FREE
Baxter  — Lakewood EFC, Pastor Matt Nagel; Worship at 

9:00 and 10:45. Wednesday for all ages 6:30 pm. 
Crosslake — Pastor Mark Holmen; Call for Service Times at 

218-692-4141, email thelogchurch@crosslake.net
Isle — Pastor Mark Lee;   Sunday School  9:00 am;  Worship 

10:30 am, Sun. Youth group 6:00 pm, Wed. Adult Prayer 
6:30 pm and Kids Konnect 6:30 pm

Malmo — Pastor Glenn Browning; SS 9:30; Fellowship 10; 
Worship 10:15

Wright — Pastor Ken Mitchell, 218-426-5115; SS 9:30; 
Worship, 10:30; Thu., Bible Study, 7 pm.

HEBREW/MESSIANIC
Glen  — Beth Shalom Tabernacle of Truth, Rabi Frank Dell, 

for information 320-684-2804 

LUTHERAN
Aitkin — Bethlehem (ELCA), Rev.  Rebecca Hinz;  Worship  

9:30; Holy Comm. 1st & 3rd Sun each month.
Aitkin –  First* (ELCA) Pastor Reggie Denton; worship 

Sun. 99am (9am service also available via livestream on 
YouTube – First Lutheran Church, Aitkin and broadcast on 
KKIN 94.3 FM radio at 10am), take out community meal 
every Mon. & Thurs. 5pm and Tues. 12pm; food shelf 2nd 
& 4th Thurs. each month 9am- 4pm.

Aitkin  —  St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor D. Becker;  
Worship Sun. 9, SS 10

Baxter — Christ Lutheran Church and Preschool (WELS).  
Pastor Bill Werth.  Sunday Worship 9.  Sunday School/
Adult Bible Class 10:15.  13815 Cherrywood Dr. in Baxter. 
(Corner of Inglewood and Cherrywood).  218-829-4105. 
www.christbaxter.com. 

Baxter — Prince of Peace (LCMS); Communion every 
Sunday 9, Fellowship 10:15, Adult Bible Class & Sunday 
School 10:30 am 218-829-7092 www.princeofpeacelu-
theran.church  

Beaver Township  — Finnish EA, Hwy. 27, Worship 1st & 
3rd Sun., 10:30.

Brainerd  — First Lutheran Church (ELCA) Pastors: Patty 

Bjorklund and Jordan Gades, Sunday worship 9, Sunday 
School following worship. Services also available on 
YouTube and Facebook.  218-829-9552 flcbrainerd.com 
424 8th Street South, Brainerd

Brainerd*  — Good Shepherd Free Lutheran Church 
(AFLC), Pastor David Franz, find service info at www.
goodshepherdfreelutheran.church, 5878 Pine Beach 
Road, Brainerd, 218-824-3052 

Brainerd — Laestadian Lutheran Church, 1501 So. 8th St. 
-  Sunday Worship Services 10:30 am. (www.llchurch.org)   

Brainerd — Trinity Lutheran Church (ELCA) 1420 South 
6th St. Brainerd, Worship time September through May 
8:15am & 10:30am; worship (June through August) 9 am.  
218-829-5147. Website: www.trinitybrainerd.org. Email: 
trinity@trinitybrainerd.org

 Brainerd — Truth Lutheran Church (LCMC, Pastor James 
Walth, Corner of 5th and Kingwood, Worship  9  

Cedar Lake, Norwegian Lutheran — Third Sun 11, May - Oct.
Cedarbrook — St. John’s (ELCA); Worship 8:30;  Holy 

Comm. 1st & 3rd Sun.
Crosby — Immanuel (LCMC, NALC) Rev. Paul Mattson;  

Sun. 9 & 10:30 worship; SS (Sept.-May) 10:40.
Crosby —Zion (LC-MS) Pastor Dean Stolz; Worship 8:30; 

SS 10; Bible Study Wed. 7 pm; handicap accessible. 
218-546-6910

Crosslake — (ELCA) www.crosslakelutheran.com • Kristin 
Oltmann, Pastor 218-692-3682 Labor Day-Mem. Day: Sun. 
9:30am, Wed. 6:15pm Mem. Day-Labor Day: Sun. Indoor 
8:30am, Outdoor 10am 14019 Daggett Pine Rd

Crosslake —Mission of the Cross (LCMS), Pastor Leslie 
Uhrinak; Worship 9:30 with every Sunday Communion, 
Fellowship 10:30, Adult Bible Class 11,   218-692-4228, 
www.missionofthecross.org

Deerwood* — Salem (ELCA), Pastor Amanda Kempthorne; 
Worship: 9; Sunday School 9:50.

Garrison — Light of the Cross (ELCA), Pastor Juli Sut-
ton-Deem; Worship 9 SS 9; 320-692-4773 or 877-406-9101. 

Garrison — Shepherd of the Lake (LCMS), Rev. Caleb Wor-
rel.  Worship 10 with Communion Every Sunday. Adult Bible 
Study 8:30am, Sunday School Sept-May, 8:30am. Fellow-
ship 11am.  320-692-4581. www.shepherdofthelake.org.

Giese — Immanuel, Rev. R. Langhorst & Rev. R. Lovaas; 
Worship 9; SS 10; Holy Communion 1st Sun. of month 
8:45.

Hill City — Trinity, (Missouri Synod), Pastor M. Eckert; 
Worship 9; Bible Study 10:15.

Hillman — Immanuel, (ELCA) Sun. Worship 9:30, SS 10. 
Located on the corner of Hwy. 27 and Co. Rd. 47. (Hand-
icap accessible)

Iron Hub —  Immanuel (LC-MS), Pastor Dean Stolz; Worship
10:30 am  218-534-3069
Isle — Faith (ELCA), Interim Pastor Rev. Henry French; 

Worship 9:30; handicapped accessible. 
Isle — Holden (ELCA), SS 9:30; Worship 10:30. 
Isle — Trinity (Missouri Synod), Rev. Mark Maunula; Worship 

9; Fellowship follows; SS 10:30; Adult Bible 10:30.
Jacobson — Carmel, Vicar Mark Wagner; SS 1st & 3rd Sun. 

10, Service 11, fellowship follows.
Lake Shore — Living Savior Lutheran Church, 8327 In-

terlachen Rd.; Worship 9 Sunday mornings, followed by 
fellowship and Bible study.  (Located on Co. Rd. #77 N)

Malmo  — Bethesda (ELCA) Rev. James Muske: Sun. 
Worship 9am.  Fellowship following Service.  Communion 
every Sunday.

McGrath — Grace; Wed. potluck 5 pm, Bible study 6 p.m.; 
SS 10; Worship 11.

McGrath  —  Zion (ELCA), Pastor Elliott Malm; Worship 
9; SS 9.

McGregor/Big Sandy Lake — Grace Lutheran Log Church 
(ELCA), Pastor Ericka Foss; Worship 9, Fellowship 
follows, SS 10.

McGregor — Our Savior’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua 
C. Reinke; Worship 9; SS 10; Bible Study Tue. 9, Wed. 7 pm

Outing — Our Saviors ELCA;  Pastor Luke Lekander, 
Worship 9.

Palisade* — Bethel (ELCA), Rev. Wm. J. Sass; Worship 9:30.
Pequot Lakes* - Our Savior’s Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

Rev. Stephen Blenkush Worship 9:00 a.m., SS 9:15 a.m., 
Fellowship 10:15 a.m. Wed. Adult Bible Study 11:00 a.m.   

Rossburg  — Bethesda (ELCA);  Comm. 1st & 3rd Sunday 
each month.

Tamarack (AFLC) —  Pastor Ron Staudinger; 1st, 3rd and 
4th Sundays 10 am; 41163 Kestrel Ave 3.3 mi. South of 

Hwy 210 
Thor — Zion,  Worship 11; 1st and 3rd Sun. April through 

December.
Wright — Bethlehem, Worship; SS 9.
Wright —  St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua 

Reinke; Worship 10:30; Bible Study and Sunday School 
Sun. 9:30;  Lent services Wed. 5:30 pm.\

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Brainerd—Oak Street Chapel, Pastor Todd Wooden, 

Worship service is Sunday at 9:30, 523 SE 11th Street, 
Brainerd, 218-454-0984

Brainerd—Remnant Ministry Center, Pastor Ben Davis, 
Worship service is Sunday at 10am, 512 S 8th St.,  Suite 
2, 218-829-2989. 

PENTECOSTAL
Baxter — Christ Alive, 12485 Forestview Drive, Baxter, 

MN 56425 
Emily — Cornerstone Church; Pastor Earl Ready; Worship 

10, 41536 Birchwood Drive, Emily; 218-763-2939. 
Ironton — Iron Range Christian Center; Pastor Dwight 

Semler; 218-546-6523; meeting at Irondale Town Hall*, 
Co. Rd. 12, (Deerwood Shortcut); Worship 10 & Wed. 7 pm.

Tamarack — Warriors of the Rainbow Ministry, Pastors Ken 
and Ron Fairbanks, Sat. 11. 218-768-3585

PRESBYTERIAN
Crosslake - Pastor Mark Ford, 218-692-4769; Worship 9; 

Fellowship 11. 14444 Daggett Pine Road, Crosslake, just 
passed the Community Center; www.crosslakepres.org.

McGrath — Calvary, Pastor - Todd Oltmann; Worship 9.
McGregor/Round Lake — Pastor Talley; Worship Sat. 5 pm.
Tamarack  — First, Rev. J. Yingling; Worship 11. 
REFORMED
Crosby — Lifespring Church,  a member of Fellowship of 

Independent Reformed Evangelicals, 9:30, 30 Hallett Ave 
NE 218-545-5433, www.visitlifespring.com

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
Aitkin – Pastor Roger Hagen; Worship Sat. 9:30, Bible Study 

10:30; Prayer Mtg. Wed. 5:30 p.m.; www.aitkinadventist.
org; 423-805-0933

Brainerd – Pastor Roger Hagen; Worship Sat. 11:20, Bible 
Study 10; Bible Study  & Prayer Mtg. Wed. 6:30 p.m.; 2910 
Oak Street, Brainerd,  218-829-1676

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
Pequot Lakes — 28877 State Hwy 371, Pequot Lakes 10:30 

1st and 4th Sundays.  218-330-3476
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Brainerd — First Congregational UCC, 415 Juniper St, 

Brainerd. Sunday worship at 10. Pastor; Leslie Moughty. 
Handicapped accessible.

UNITED METHODIST
Aitkin* — Aitkin - Pastor Dawn Houser; Worship 10, Wednes-

days at 5:30 pm Bible & Brew, Facebook live.  
Crosby/Deerwood* — Cascade, Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday 

Worship with Youtube live streaming 10 am with fellowship 
to follow. Cascade Ladies meet on the first Wednesday of 
each month at noon. Come & Eat Community dinner on 
the third Wednesday of each month at 5:30 pm. Please 
call the office to sign up: 218-534-3507. 

Cutler — Pine Lake Chapel, Worship 9, fellowship follows. 
Cromwell — Pastor Tim Homstad; Worship 10; SS 9
Emily* — Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday Worship with Facebook 

live streaming 8:30 with fellowship to follow. UWF meet on 
the first Sunday of each month following worship. Men’s 
prayer breakfast 2nd Saturday of each month at 8. Bible 
Study Thursday at 6 pm. 

Fleming* — (Northern Lights Parish) SS 9:15; Worship 
10:30; fellowship follows.

Hill City — Pastor Roger Lynn; Worship 10 
McGregor* — (Northern Lights Parish) Worship 8:45; 

fellowship follows.
Onamia — Pastor Rick & Judy Wilder; Worship 11; fellowship 

10; 2 blks north of Post Office; handicap ramp; 320-532-
3150; office: 218-546-7656; cell:  218-360-1947

WESLEYAN
Emily — Rev. Jason Gressman; Worship 9; Friendship Time 

10; SS 10:30; Wed. Activities 6:30 p.m.;  218-763-HOPE.

THOMAS GRAVELLE
Thomas H. Gravelle, 82, of 

Aitkin, died Monday, Decem-
ber 19, 2022 in Aicota Health 
Care Center, Aitkin.  

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was held Friday, Dec. 23, 
2022 at 11 a.m. in St. James 
Catholic Church, Aitkin with 
Father Mike Patullo officiat-

ing. Military Honors will be pro-
vided by Aitkin American Legion 
Post #86 and Aitkin V.F.W. Post 
#1727.  Interment will be in St. 

Thomas Catholic Cemetery, Aitkin.  In lieu of 
flowers memorials are preferred to the River-
wood Foundation, St. James Catholic Church 
Food Shelf and St. Thomas Catholic Cemetery. 

Tom was born June 26, 1940 in Grand Rap-
ids to Clifford J. and Margaret E. (Janzen) 
Gravelle.  Tom attended Maryhill Academy 
and Aitkin Public Schools, graduating in 1959. 
Tom attended college at UMD.  He then started 
working for his father on their turkey farm and 
at Gravelle Plumbing and Heating. In 1960, 
Tom joined the Minnesota National Guard and 
served for six years as Supply Sergeant. Tom 
was a member of the Aitkin VFW Post #1727 
and Aitkin Legion Post #86. Tom was united 
in marriage to Shirley Teiken on August 10, 
1963 at St. Joseph’s Church, Crosby. Tom and 
his cousin, Gene Paulson purchased Gravelle 

Plumbing and Heating  from C.J. Gravelle on 
January 1, 1964.  Tom sold the business in 2001 
to his son, Bill and son-in-law, Harlon Pelarski.  
Tom was a member of St. James Catholic 
Church, Aitkin and served as a past trustee for 
the church. He was a supporter of the Crosier 
Brothers seminary in Onamia. Tom served as 
a Director of Security State Bank for 20 years.  
He was also a member of Aitkin Jaycees for a 
number of years.  Tom enjoyed hunting, fishing, 
gardening and traveling. He loved spending 
time at the family cabin and going to Florida in 
the winter months.

Tom is survived by his loving wife, Shirley 
of Aitkin; sons and daughters-in-law: Joseph 
and Patricia Gravelle of Elk Mound, WI and 
Bill and Jean Gravelle of Aitkin; daughter and 
son-in-law, Diane and Harlon Pelarski of Aitkin; 
nine grandchildren: Luke, Jack, Kate, Bethanie, 
John, Jessica, Scott, Stephanie and Mike; six 
great-grandchildren; brother and sister-in-law, 
Michael and Connie Gravelle of Pueblo, CO; 
many nieces, nephews, other relatives and 
friends. 

 Tom is preceded in death by his parents; 
three brothers: John “Jack”, Dennis “Woody” 
and Richard Gravelle.

 A r r a n g e m e n t s  w e re  w i t h  t h e  S o -
rensen-Root-Thompson Funeral Home and 
Cremation Service of Aitkin. Leave online con-
dolences at www.srtfuneral.com.

DONALD THOMPSON
Donald Walter Thompson, 77, 

died Saturday, Dec. 17, 2022 at 
his home near McGregor.

No public service is planned 
at this time.

He was born Sept. 3, 1945 
in Albert Lea to Walter and Al-
dene (Jensen) Thompson.  He 
graduated from Albert Lea High 

School and then from community college. He retired 
from Northwest Airlines after working 30 years in 
the airlines industry. Donald enjoyed playing cards, 
golfing, talking politics, and his weekly meeting 

with the “Hens Den” group. He was a member of 
Corvettes of Minnesota and RARE (Republic Airlines 
Retired Employees).

Donald is survived by his daughter and son-in-law, 
Heather and Caleb Sorensen of McGregor; three 
grandchildren: Landon, Bella and Liam; sister, Alice 
Holst of Austin; and sister-in-law, Monica Jensen 
of Galesburg, IL.

He was preceded in death by his parents and  
brother, John Jensen.  

Arrangements were with the McGregor Funeral 
Home and Cremation Service in McGregor. Leave  
online condolences at www.srtfuneral.com.

THOMAS RINGHAND, JR.
Thomas James Ringhand, 

Jr., 57, of Ironton died on 
Thursday, December 8, 2022 
in Seattle WA from cardiac 
complications while attend-
ing his son Tucker’s Nation-
al Cross Country Division II 
Championships.

Mass of Christian Burial was 
held Thursday, December 22, 2022 at St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Church in Crosby.  Burial was at the 
Lakewood Cemetery in Crosby.

He was born in Crosby on October 28, 1965 to 
Thomas “Tuck” and Karen (Braff) Ringhand.  Tom 
graduated from the Crosby-Ironton High School, 
class of 1984.  He received a BA Degree from 
Bemidji State and his MA Degree from St. Cloud 
State.  He was a Industrial Arts Educator serving 
the School Districts of Bowbells, ND, Sommer-
set WI, Brainerd and Crosby-Ironton.  He also 

coached cross country, track, and basketball in 
some compacity within all the school districts 
tenure.  He was a member of St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Church in Crosby.  Tom married Tammy Meyer on 
February 22, 1998 in Crosby.  

Tom is survived by his wife, Tammy; five sons: 
Luke Ringhand of Crosby, Tucker Ringhand of 
Houghton, MI, David Ringhand of St. Paul, Joseph 
Ringhand and Isaiah Ringhand both of Ironton; five 
daughters: Kristin Ringhand of Rochester, Naomi 
Ringhand of Virginia, Angel Ringhand, Maria Ring-
hand and Margaret Ringhand all of Ironton; mother, 
Karen Ringhand of Deerwood; sister, Julie (Brian) 
Johnson of Chisago City; a niece and a nephew.

Preceding Tom in death were his father, 
Thomas “Tuck” Ringhand Sr. and son, Thomas 
Ringhand III.

Arrangements were with the Koop Funeral Home 
of Crosby.  To leave a message of condolence go 
to www.koopfuneralhome.com.
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ATVs
 

ATV Batteries AGM 14A-
A2  $59.99  w/ exchange 
Ri ley ‘s  NAPA, Aitk in, 
218-927-2153. tfn 

AuTomobiles
 

DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
CHARITY. Receive maximum 
value of write off for your 
taxes. Running or not! All 
conditions accepted. Free 
pickup. Call for details. 855-
752-6680 (mcn)
D O N AT E  Y O U R  C A R , 
TRUCK TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 Day 
Vacation, Tax Deductible, 
Free Towing,All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. CALL 1-855-
977-7030 (mcn)
CASH FOR CARS! We buy all 
cars! Junk, high-end, totaled 
– it doesn’t matter! Get free 
towing and same day cash! 
NEWER MODELS too! Call 
1-877-978-2510. (mcn)

 
Golf

Golf Cart Batteries $159.99 
w/exchange. Riley’s NAPA 
Aitkin 927-2153  tfn 

iNTerNeT/CAble
 

DirecTV Satellite TV Service 
Starting at $74.99/month! 
Free Installation! 160+ chan-
nels available. Call Now 
to Get the Most Sports & 
Entertainment on TV! 844-
558-1767 (mcn)
DIRECTV Stream - Carries 
the Most Local MLB Games! 
CHOICE Package, $89.99/
mo for 12 months. Stream on 
20 devices in your home at 
once. HBO Max included for 
3 mos (w/CHOICE Package 
or higher.) No annual con-
tract, no hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call IVS 
1-866-387-0621. (mcn)
DISH Network. $64.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where 
available.) Switch & Get a 
FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-855-434-0020 (mcn)
Get DIRECTV for $64.99/mo 
for 12 months with CHOICE 
Package. Save an addi-
tional $120 over 1st year. 
First 3 months of HBO Max, 
Cinemax, Showtime, Starz 
and Epix included! Directv 
is #1 in Customer Satisfac-
tion (JD Power & Assoc.) 
Some restrictions apply. Call 
1-866-296-1409. (mcn)

iNTerNeT/CAble

CoNT.
DISH TV $64.99 For 190 
Channels + $14.95 High 
Speed Internet. Free Installa-
tion, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some 
restrictions apply. Promo 
Expires 1/21/23. 1-866-590-
6451. (mcn)
BEST SATELLITE TV with 
2 Year Price Guarantee! 
$59.99/mo with 190 chan-
nels and 3 months free 
premium movie channels! 
Free next day installation! 
Call 855-824-1258. (mcn)

misCellANeous
 

Safe Step. North Americas 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 
1-844-290-5083. (mcn)
LONG DISTANCE MOVING: 
Cal l  today for  a FREE 
QUOTE from America’s Most 
Trusted Interstate Movers. 
Let us take the stress out of 
moving! Speak to a Reloca-
tion Specialist, call 877-327-
0795. (mcn)

misCellANeous

CoNT.
FREE AUTO INSURANCE 
QUOTES for uninsured and 
insured drivers. Let us show 
you how much you can save! 
Call 855-995-2382 (mcn)
BATHROOM RENOVA-
TIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 
updates! We specialize in 
safe bathing. Grab bars, no 
slip flooring & seated show-
ers. Call for a free in-home 
consultation: 855-836-2250. 
(mcn)
NEED NEW FLOORING? Call 
Empire Today® to schedule 
a FREE in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. Call 
Today! 844-785-0305 (mcn)

misCellANeous

CoNT.
Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts. Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consulta-
tions. Over 450 positive 
reviews. Call 877-326-1608. (
Trouble hearing your TV? Try 
TV EARS Voice Clarifying 
Wireless TV Speaker. Better 
than a soundbar and/or turn-
ing the TV volume way up. 
Special, limited time $50 off 
offer. Call TV Ears. Use code 
MBSP50. Call 1-844-455-
0505. (mcn)
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES 
in as little as ONE DAY! 
Affordable prices - No pay-
ments for 18 months! Life-
time warranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available. Call 
1-866-585-7073. (mcn)

misCellANeous

CoNT.  
Switch and save up to $250/
year on your talk, text and 
data. No contract and no 
hidden fees. Unlimited talk 
and text with flexible data 
plans. Premium nationwide 
coverage. 100% U.S. based 
customer service. Limited 
time offer! Get $50 off on 
any new account. Use code 
GIFT50. For more informa-
tion, call 1-888-909-7338. 

sAfes

NEW AND USED SAFES 
FOR SALE  • Safe repair and 
locked safes opened  • Heavy 
and light duty gun safes and 
vault doors on hand • High 
security safes for gold and 
silver • 320-360-5431 w46

 
TrAilers

  

Utility Trailer brake & suspen-
sion parts Riley’s NAPA Aitkin 
218-927-2153

Specializing in  
Shoreline Restoration

• Rip Rap Rock Installation
• Boulder Wall Material 

Installation
• Sod Installation
• Class Five
• Bobcat Work
• Demolition
• All Dirt Work Needs
• Patios

General Building &
 Remodeling Contractor
• Roofing
• Window Installation
• Siding
• Garages
• Doors 
• Decks
• Handicapped Bathrooms

Dozer & Backhoe Work
• Basements
• Driveways
• Ponds
• Wild Life Food Plots
• Land & Lot Clearing
• Stump Removal
• Rip Rap
• Demolition
• Building Pads
• Ditches and Ditch Clean-

ing
• Black Dirt, Sand & 

Gravel
• Roads / Road Building
• Boulder Walls
• Trail Brushing

Tree Removal
• Tree Removal and Clean-

up
• Stump Grinding
• Storm Damage Cleanup
• Aerial Truck

Call Greg for a FREE ESTIMATE 218-839-3371

Specializing in Shoreline Restoration Rip-Rap-Rock Installation

For Your Landscaping & Construction Needs! 

& Construction
Aitkin, Minnesota

License# BC768287

218-839-3371

YOUR EROSION 

EXPERTS!

GET
 ESTIMATES 

NOW

Old wood (decks, siding, logs, etc.) looks new again 
with media blasting and staining!

Making Old Wood Look New!

Full Structural Steel Buildings 
Home •  Garage • Shed • Office • Ag

Call 218-829-3371 for an estimate

Discount 
Prices! Get Ready for

Winter with
Spray Foam
 Insulation

 Tim Turner  218-866-2349
Full Service Snow Removal

 Snow Blowing Sidewalks and Driveways 
Plowing  • Roof Snow & Ice Removal 

Turner & Son 

Reasonable • Experienced • Reliable 

Serving the Lakes Area

Call for 
a FREE 
Quote

NEW 
Number

LEGAL 
NOTICE

(Published in NewsHopper
 Sat., Dec. 24 & 31, 2022)

 WEALTHWOOD 
TOWNSHIP NOTICE 

OF CANDIDATE
 FILING FOR
 TOWNSHIP 

OFFICE
Notice is hereby given for 

the time of filing affidavits of 
candidacy for the Township 
officers to be elected at the 
Wealthwood Township Annu-
al Meeting which will be held 
Tuesday, March 14, 2023.

Filings will be open Tues-
day, January 3, 2023 and will 
close Thursday, January 12, 
2023 at 5:00 p.m. 

Filing hours from 9:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. at the office of the 
Clerk Office will be closed on 
legal holidays.

Call for an appointment 
218-678-2880.

Offices to be filled are one 
Supervisor for a (3) three year 
term and one Clerk/Treasurer 
for a (2) two year term.

Filing fee is $2.00.
Dated: December 11, 2022
LINDA WENDLANDT, Clerk

Wealthwood Township
4.8
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  Vehicle images is for illustration purposes only.  

$ 45,044
your Price

  Stock # 22-0237
MSRP $49,550

$ 47,336
your Price

  Stock # 22-0194
MSRP $52,135

$ 47,866
your Price

  Stock # 22-0274
MSRP $54,440

NEW 2022 RAM 1500 QUAD CAB WARLOCK 4X4

NEW 2022 JEEP GLADIATOR WILLY’S SPORT 4X4

NEW 2022 RAM 1500 CREW CAB BIG HORN 4X4

Plus — Pick Your Interest Rate!
1.9% • 2.9% • 3.9% or  4.9%

$100   INVOICE    

 NO PAYMENT
FOR 90 DAYS

 SPECIAL
INTEREST

RATES

Sale
AT TANNER MOTORS

O
V
E
R

Sale Price $47,119
Rebate   -2,075

Sale Price $50,586
Rebate   -3,250

Sale Price $51,866
Rebate   -4,000

TANNER MOTORS

 620 West Washington Street, Brainerd, MN  56401 

218-829-3597  /  800-222-0434
  www.tannermotors.com 

John Tanner’s

Brainerd Lakes Area’s  
PRE-OWNED 

PRE-OWNED 2019 NISSAN MURANO S

Stock: N221218 $23,990
PRE-OWNED 2019 NISSAN MURANO AWD S AWD

$25,990 #N221204

PRE-OWNED 2019 NISSAN MURANO S

$25,990 #N221129

PRE-OWNED 2019 NISSAN MURANO SV

$27,444 #N221175

PRE-OWNED 2019 NISSAN MURANO SV

$29,898 #N221261

PRE-OWNED 2020 NISSAN MURANO S

$28,890 #N225089

PRE-OWNED 2019 NISSAN PLATINUM

$32,990 #N226037

  20 NISSAN MURANO AVAILABLE 
MANY CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED

   Search our selection at
www.tannermotors.net
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