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Help WantedLand For SaleMiscellaneous

Want To Buy

MR FIXIT – Trash Pickup 
service. Trash bags & 
debris removal. Counties 
of: Collin, Fannin, 
Franklin, Hopkins, Hunt, 
Rockwall. 
Call for estimate. 903-
274-9224 DG/04-07

FREE TO GOOD HOME 
4 beautiful kittens. Litter 
trained. Inside kittens. 
R/TF 

REPO LOT on Lake 
Fork. Must sell. Possible 
Owner Finance. $5900 
or $91 a month. Call 
903-878-7265 for more
details.  HV/TF

UNDER ¼ Acre lot on 
Lake Fork. Low Down, 
Low Monthly Payment. 
$91 per month. 903-878-
7265 HV/TF

Help Wanted Drivers

Drivers/Owner Ops! 
Local work! Home daily. 
Benefi ts! 1 yr. Exp. 
Great Driving Record. 
Sunsetlogistics.com 
254-652-7757 or 888-
215-4285. AA/04-07

Regional, OTR, Flatbed 
& Point to Point Lanes! 
Great Pay. (New hires 
min 800.00/wk)! CDL-A 1 
yr. Exp. 1-855-314-1138. 
AA/03-31

DRIVERS: CO & O/
op’s: Earn great money 
running dedicated! 
Great hometime and 
benefi ts. Monthly 
bonuses. Drive newer 
equipment! 855-582-
2265 AA/3-31

BUYING WESTERN 
BOOTS, belts, buckles, 
chaps, clothing, 
Antlers, Saddles, tack, 
taxidermy. Skulls, etc. 
Contact 903-450-3877  
LM 3-31

Double the price of your 
SCRAP IRON 
ANTIQUES
Tail gates, hoods, old 
cars, trucks, tractors, 
emblems, etc Contact 
903-450-3877 LM/3-31

Help Wanted

Miscellaneous

A-1 DONATE YOUR
CAR For Breast
Cancer! Help United
Breast Foundation
education, prevention
& support programs.
FAST FREE PICKUP –
24 hour response – tax
deduction. 855-403-0213

Lower Your TV, Internet 
& Phone Bill!! Get Fast 
Internet from $15/mo 
– qualifying service.
Limited Time Offer. Plus,
get a FREE $300 Gift
Card. Call 855-407-0796
Today!

Miscellaneous
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Answers On Pg, 2

THE IDLE AMERICAN

 Thumbs in a Pinch…
Commentary by Dr. Don Newbury

   If thumbs could talk, they 
might have more to say 
than walls. Chances are, 
they wouldn’t talk, they’d 
scream: “We matter!” Sob-
bing, they might admit 
feeling deep hurt infl icted 
by our failure to acknowl-
edge their true worth. 
There would be “boohoo-
ing” long felt from the sting 
of being outvoted, 4-1, by 
the other appendages co-
existing in close proximity.
   Armed with grand ex-
amples of their indispens-
ability, thumbs have rec-
ognizable roles in daily 
lives once more, even as 
current attention points to 
overuse. Tendonitis looms 
for thumbs, which must 
have been largely absent 
when tendons were hand-
ed out. Each has just two; 
fi ngers alone have 14.
   Thumbs get most at-
tention now when they’re 
“on the blink.” If they had 
a theme song, it would be 
“One is the Loneliest Num-
ber.”…
*****
   In days long ago, young 
braves--honing their bow-
and-arrow skills--may 
have complained of ach-
ing thumbs. Acknowl-
edged “medicine men”--as 
well as unacknowledged 
“medicine women”--had 
simple answers. “Don’t 
empty quivers so often; 
give other activities like 
canoeing, leather-work-
ing and smoke-signaling 
equal time.”
   Ah, in those days, thumbs 
and index fi ngers seemed 
joined at the hip. Both had 
to be at the ready if arrows 
were to fi nd their marks. 
About the only time they 
seem to work together 
these days is to provide 
visual doughnuts, zeros or 
signals that everything is 
fi ne. The latter, however, 
seems to be fading into 
the technological tangle 
our world has become.
   For several decades, 
thumbs have pretty much 
“gone it alone,” often to 
starkly signify the “high 
drama” of authority fi g-
ures decreeing live-or-die 
edicts with the familiar 
gesture of a thumb ex-
tended skyward or down-
ward. More common 
now is the expression “all 
thumbs” describing ulti-
mate awkwardness, or 
“green thumb,” suggesting 
we can grow a row or two 
of several plots of planted 
petunias. Of course, the 
thumb also is the append-
age which some spouses 
have the other under….
*****

   Why all this? Well, if you 
have the time and if they’ll 
take the time, ask hand 
doctors. Leslie Barker of 
the Dallas Morning News 
did, and did the doctors 
ever respond! 
   They had answers, chap-
ter and verse--sometimes 
from the same translation--
tracing the ills produced by 
thumbs working overtime 
pressing iPhones, elec-
tronic games and such.
   Physicians offer solu-
tions, such as practicing 
good posture, remaining 
alert for tingling and numb-
ness, stretching, eating 
right and--most of all, like 
native Americans of yes-
teryear who were told to 
gives bows and arrows a 
rest. “PUT YOUR DEVICE 
OF CHOICE DOWN!”...
*****
   Thumbs have never 
been better positioned 
to hold out for conditions 
unique to their extremity. 
For years, elbows injured 
by tennis--and wrists im-
paired by carpal tunnel—
have essentially rendered 
“nose-thumbing” regard for 
thumbs--extremities still 
waiting for a new disease 
bearing their name.
   For a time, it looked like 
“BlackBerry thumb” might 
get a toe-hold, but alas, 
technology has left the 
BlackBerry behind in yes-
terday’s dust.
   Doctors might suggest 
a lengthy name, such 
as, “Don’t-Do-It-Idiot-Dis-
ease.” Their chorus: “Give 
your thumbs a rest.”…
*****
   Suffi ce it to say that 
stress on thumbs is not 
expected to go away soon. 
Each thumb’s two tendons 
once had nice, thin linings 
that were very slippery. 
Overworked, however, 
they become infl amed and 
“thicken up, get ‘gunky’ 
and don’t move right, or 
they get stuck or swollen,” 
the News’ writer said.
   Strange thing: In my 
youth, when I heard the 
word, it usually was ex-
tended by two letters--“ed.” 

That’s how my granddad 
and several uncles--none 
of whom had cars--de-
scribed their hitch-hiking 
on highways and byways.
   Asked how they arrived 
at whatever destination, 
they almost always an-
swered, “We ‘thumbed’ it.”  
Perhaps that was their pri-
mary use of thumbs at the 
time….
*****
   As usual, I offer no solu-
tions, only observations.
  Perhaps I could pen an 
Irish proverb. Doing so, it 
wouldn’t likely have stay-
ing power like wishing you 
to be favored by wind from 
the back always pushing 
you along.
   Instead, may I offer 
the hope that if you grow 
weary of thumb-twiddling, 
worry not if your thumb 
suddenly is in a downward 
and locked position. May-
be it’ll land in the middle of 
a pie still warm from your 
mother’s or grandmother’s 
oven, and a plum extract-
ed therefrom to sweeten 
your day….
*****
      Dr. Newbury is a speak-
er in the Dallas/Fort Worth 
Metroplex. Inquiries/com-
ments to: newbury@
speakerdoc.com. Phone: 
817-447-3872. Web site: 
www.speakerdoc.com. 
Columns archived at ven-
turegalleries.com, new-
bury blog. 

Singer Susan Boyle with decorated thumbs.

KILL BED BUGS! Buy 
Harris Bed Bug Killers/
KIT. Hardware Stores, 
The Home Depot, 
homedepot.com

Health & Fitness

VIAGRA 100mg, 
CIALIS 20mg. 50 tabs 
$90 includes FREE 
SHIPPING. 1-888-836 
0780 or www.metro 
meds.online

VIAGRA 100mg and 
CIALIS 20mg! 50 Pills 
$99.00 FREE Shipping! 
100% guaranteed. CALL 
NOW! 1-866-312-6061 

**SPRING-SPECIAL** 
VIAGRA 60x (100mg) +20 
“Bonus” PILLS for ONLY 
$114.00 plus shipping. 
NO PRESCRIPTION 
Needed! VISA/MC 
payment. 
1-888-386-8074 www.
n e w h e a l t h y m a n .
com Satisfaction 
Guaranteed!

Want to Buy

Wants to purchase 
minerals and other oil 
and gas interests. Send 
details to P.O. Box 13557, 
Denver, CO 80201

Want To Buy

Health & Fitness

http://www.speakerdoc.com
http://www.metro
http://www.n
http://www.n
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Obits

John Tarno
Funeral arrangements for John Tarno, age 78 of Cumby are pending with Murray-Orwosky Funeral Home.
John passed away Tuesday, March 29, 2016, at Veterans Hospital in Bonham.

Surene Simmons Cody
Surene Simmons Cody, 73, of Sulphur Springs, went to be with the Lord on Easter Resurrection Day March 27, 2016.
A funeral service was held at First United Methodist Church on Wednesday, March 30, 2016 at 2:00 p.m. with Rev. Pete Adrian of-
ficiating and Rev. Fred Lewis assisting. Burial followed at City Cemetery. Visitation was held at West Oaks Funeral Home on Tues-
day, March 29, 2016 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. Pallbearers were Dr. Bill Dietz, Phil Morgan, Barry Ferrill, Tommy Kelty, Heath Hyde 
and Brett Brock. Special friends and Honorary Pallbearers were Darlene Kendricks, Janette Watson, Kay McCool, and Linda Hagar.
Surene was born in Sulphur Bluff to Alvis Bailey Simmons and Mabel Martin Simmons on November 20, 1942. She graduated from 
Mt. Vernon High School in 1960 where she was Drum Major in the High School Band, Most Beautiful and Beauty Queen.  She 
married Bob Cody on July 22, 1960. She graduated from Paris Junior College School of Nursing in 1975 as a Registered Nurse and 
worked at Hopkins County Memorial Hospital for 33 years where she was an operating room nurse and supervisor of surgery. She 
served 13 years as Secretary and Treasurer for the Hopkins County Boys Baseball. She was a member of First United Methodist 

Church since 1962 and member of the Messengers Sunday School class. She enjoyed playing bridge and watching any sporting event her sons or grand-
children were playing.
Surene is survived by her husband, brother Joe Don Simmons and wife Linda of Mesquite, son Stuart Cody and wife Amber, son Stacy Cody and wife 
Kellie, son Robert Cody and wife Tracey, all of Sulphur Springs, grandchildren Katelyn Roden and husband Austin, Toni Cody and fiancé Justin Owens, 
Ross Cody, Cain Cody, Maci Merrell, Campbell Cody, sister-in-law Sue Adam and husband Dave, Patsy Cody Morrison and many nieces, nephews and 
cousins. She is preceded in death by her parents and grandparents.
Memorials can be made to the First United Methodist Church Memorial Fund in the name of Surene Cody.

Karen Elaine Mays
Funeral service for Karen Elaine Mays, age 61, of Emory, was  held Wednesday, March 30, 2016, 3:00 pm, at Bull Creek Cow-
boy Church near Lone Oak. Bro. Paul McMerrell officiated.  Burial followed in Dunbar Cemetery. Visitation was 6:00-8:00 pm 
Tuesday evening at Wilson-Orwosky Funeral Home. Ms. Mays died Saturday night at Hopkins County Memorial Hospital in 
Sulphur Springs.
She was born Jan. 15, 1955, in Greenville to Orion Forrest and Edna Earl Porter. She married Gary Steven Mays in Bonham on 
Aug. 5, 1978. Karen was a school teacher for Rains I.S.D. for some 33 years before retiring. She attended Bull Creek Cowboy 
Church.
Survivors include:  Husband:  Gary Mays of Emory, Sons:  Dustin Mays of Chicago; and Blake Mays (Kassi) of Edgewood
Daughter:  Lauren Taylor (Matt) of Caddo Mills, Brothers:  Gary Michael Porter and Ken Porter (Beth) both of Bonham,

Grandchildren:  Emma, Lainey, Charlee, Maysie, and Porter, Numerous nieces and nephews and other loving family and friends
She was preceded in death by her parents.

Edmond Bayard Basye
Funeral services for Edmond Bayard Basye, age 85 of Cumby will be held at 11:00 a.m. Thursday, March 31, 2016 at First Baptist Church-Sulphur Springs 
in the Worship Center with Rev. Tommy Johnston and Rev. Fred Lewis officiating.  Interment with military and mason honors will be at Long Cemetery 
with Alan Basye, Brent Robison, Kevin Robison, James Norris, Ferrin Long, Randy Slagle serving as pallbearers.  Honorary pallbearers are E.A. Junell 
and the Hopkins County Military Coalition.  Visitation was  held from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m., Wednesday, March 30, 2016 at Murray-Orwosky Funeral Home.
Edmond passed away on Monday, March 28, 2016 at Founders Plaza Rehab in Wylie.  He was born on February 16, 1931 in Dallas, the son of E.B. “Tot” 
and Rena (Butler) Basye.  He married the love of his life, Geneva Long on December 25, 1953 in Dallas.  He served in the U.S. Army during the Korean 
War in Japan, was a retired electrician; a sixty-seven year member of the IBEW Local #59 (International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers), more than 
fifty years as a Master Mason and past Master of the Lodge, was a long time member of the Hopkins County Military Coalition serving as Squad Leader 
for the Honor Guard, was the a 2011 recipient of Volunteer of the Year for Hopkins County, and member of the First Baptist Church – Sulphur Springs.  
He graduated from North Dallas High School in 1948.
He is survived by his daughter, Cindy Robison of Blacksburg, VA; son, Alan Basye and wife, Kellye of Sachse; grandchildren, Brent Robison, Kevin 
Robison and Lauren Basye; three great-grandchildren, Zoey Robison, Konner Robison and Trent Robison and sister, Mary Jean Duncan of Pilot Point.
He is preceded in death by his parents and wife, Geneva.
In lieu of flowers, please make donations to Long Cemetery Association, c/o Patsy Patterson, 1140 Bowie St., Sulphur Springs, TX 75482

Charles A. Johnson
Graveside service for Charles A. Johnson, 91, of Greenville, were conducted at 11:00 a.m., Tuesday, March 29, 2016, at Mt 
Zion Cemetery with Bro. Jim Moore officiating. Honorary pallbearers were great-nephews, Brady Hunt, Shane Williams, Ben 
Marin, William Marin, Jeremy Johns, and Robert Johns. There was no formal visitation. Mr. Johnson passed away on March 
25, 2016 at Rock Creek Health and Rehabilitation. He was born September 14, 1924 in Hunt County to Otha Lee Johnson and 
Mattie Irene Akers Johnson. Mr. Johnson was an Accountant and a longtime member of Wesley United Methodist Church 
in Greenville. Survivors include, sisters, Dorothy Tucker and husband Cullen of Cumby, and Helen Williams of Greenville, 
nieces, Betty Hunt and husband Dan of Cumby, Judy Thomas and husband Dennis of Dallas, Shirley Hayes and husband Leroy 
of East Tawakoni, Sandra Marin and husband Mike of Sachse, nephew, Charles Williams and wife Debbie of Randolph, and a 
host of great nieces and nephews. Arrangements under the direction of West Oaks Funeral Home. www.westoaksfuneralhome.
com

Larry E. Phillips
11/30/1947 - 3/29/2016

Larry E. Phillips, 68 of Cumby, passed away on Tuesday, March 29, 2016 at Christus DuBuis Hospital of Paris. A memorial service will be held at a 
later date.
Mr. Phillips was born in Borger, Texas on November 30, 1947 to B.J. Phillips and Louise Elms Phillips. He married Tina James on June 5, 1993 in Dal-
las, Texas. He was a trucking/operations manager for NE-TX AG, a member of Crestview Christian Church and lifetime member of N.R.A.
He is survived by his wife, Tina Phillips of Cumby, two beloved cats, Blue and Annie, sisters, Marilyn Ogilbee and spouse, Ron of Canton and Gail 
Thomas and spouse, Conny of Galveston, along with numerous aunts, uncles and cousins.
He is preceded in death by his parents.

Nelda Sue Myers 
Nelda Sue Myers, 74, of Celeste, died Sunday, March 27, 2016 at Medical Center of McKinney.  Funeral services were 11:00 AM, Wednesday, March 
30, 2016 at Coker-Mathews Funeral Home Chapel with Dr. James Ralson officiating.  Interment will follow at Celeste Cemetery.  Visitation was 10:00 
AM until service time, Wednesday.

http://www.westoaksfuneralhome
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